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Proceeding! of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act 

Thr Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 12th March, 1934, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray 
Chaudhubi, kt., of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 99 nominated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Bursar of the Presidency Oollege, 

*108. Maulvi AZIZUR RAHMANS (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that there is a post of Bursar in the Presidency College, 
Calcutta, and college teachers are appointed to the post by rotation? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what is the allowance 
given (o the Bursar per month? 

(c) What was the year in which the post of the Bursar to the Presi- 
dency College was created by Government? 

(d) Was any Mussalman teacher of that college tver appointed to 

the post of the Bursar since its creation? * 

MINISTER in otiarge of EDUCATION DCPARTMINT (the 
Men*Me Mr. Khwajt Ntthnuddifl): (< 2 ) There is a post of Bursar at 
the Presidency College. It was contemplated in 1919 that the post 
should he held in rotation by suitable officers of the Indian and Proving 
ciai .(now Bengal) Educational Services and by Indian and European 
officers. 
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» 

(6). B«. 125 per month subject to ^.emergency cut in force. 

(c) 1915. 

(d) No. 

0 

Maulvi ABDUL KARIMS Will the Hon’bl* Minister be pleased 
to state why during all these years no Muhammadan teachers hare been 
appointed to the post of Bursar? 

The Hon’Me Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: There was no one 

available; besides other suitable teachers were available and they take 
the post in rotatiorf. Actually the numbjr of people who have done 
this work does not exceed 4 or 5. 

Maillvl BYED MAJID BAKSH: Do 1 understand that there was 
dearth of such teachers in the Presidency College? 

The Htn'blt Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: There have been 
only two posts held by Muhammadans since 1916. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHAUDHURI: What is the number 

of Muhammadan Professors in the Presidency College? 

The Hon ’Mi Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN; I have just replied 
to it. 

Importers if the Bangui Government Pruts. 

*101. Mr. K. 0. RAY CHOWDHURYt (a) Is the Hon’ble Mem. 
bar in charge of the Finance Department aware that the post of the 
ixnpoaitors in the* Bengal Government Press has been abolished since 
July, 193* P 

(h) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state — 

(i) what amount of/tooney has been saved by this retrenchment; 
(it) who are doing the work of the impositors at present; and 
(sh) what expAse is involved in getting their work done? 

MIMIIR in Oturg. of FINAMOK OIFARTltlNT (ttw MWM. 
Mr, LA Ww<U><)l (a) Yes. 

(b) (i) The ultimate savings will amount to about Be. 4,500 per 
atoatuoou 

% T 

(n) The compositors, 
jut) Bone. ‘ , 
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BUDGET GRANTS OF tME* GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
FOlf 19344S 


DIMAND FOR GRANT. 

♦ 

5 — Land Revenue. 

Thi Hen 1 Me fir CHARU CHUNOCR CHORES On tk* recommen- 
dation of His Excellency the Governor I move that u sum o< 
Rs. 36,84,000 be granted for expenditure under the bead * *8— Land 
Revenue’'. * 

JSir. I desire to add this: that the estimate under the minor beads 
“Survey and Settlement” for the ensuing year provides for the com* 
pletion of the settlement operations in Hurdwan, Hooghly and Maid a, 
for the continuance of operations in Dinajpur, in Rangpur and for the 
initiation of operation in Dinajpur and Howrah. Howrah was not 
mentioned along with Dinajpur at page 33 of the Financial Statement. 
But after very careful consideration Government have now decided to 
take up operations in both the districts simultaneously for the sake of 
economy and efficiency and to restrict expenditure in Survey operations 
in any one year so that it does not exceed the average annual expen* 
diture for the last three years. 


Motions Hr reduction tr refusal. 

Mr. P. ftANIRdll 1 beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,44,000 
under the head “5A— Land Revenue — Charges of Administration— Land 
Acquisition Establishment” be reduced by Rs. 100 (extravagant expen- 
diture and corruption). 

Sir, yon are aware that charges for extravagant expenditure and 
corruption have been brought systematically before the Hones for th* 
last few years but with no material ( hang* in the administration of this 
department. It is well known that in the beginning there win only 
one Land Acquisition Officer in the 24-Psrgaaaa who used to control six 
other districts of the Presidency Division sod mm portions of Faridpur 
and BunKwaa Divisions as also the railway administration from Sealdah 
right up to Goalando and s ub s equen tly up to SiliguA. Subsequently 
a separate officer wy appointed Hr the railways and then wfcdh the 
I m proveme n t Trust operations were introduced in If 14, another Lend 
Acquisition Officer was appointed in Cnkntta. As years went on 
ffiftsiout ofttcers have been appointed in diftsieet dietricts of Bengal 
with the result that expenditure has increased particularly under the 
establishment charge. It is noteworthy that all deputy collectors nr# 
not dbmpetent enough 4o conduct this work efficiently because seme 
kaewiedg* of land lews is necenm ly and depdty collectors who had thk 
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DEMAND OBANT. 112th Mai., 

tnowledge used to get special allowance — not merely motor car allow- 
mce for this sort of work. Sir, some of these officers would not follow 
he system of local payments. Suppose a poor cultivator will liave to 
>ay Es. 4 and he is sent for by the officer to come to the district town 

0 get payment. Now for the sum of Rb. 4 that poor cultiyator would 
lave to spend money of travelling and on his fooding and lodging in 
he district town and more often than not he would find great difficulty 
n getting persons to identify him for the purpose of payment. The 
ate Sir William Prentice made certain rules in order to. redress these 
grievances but ultimately it has been found that that rule has not been 
ollowed. Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee and myself have brought this to 
he notice of Government from time to time. Government have made 
ertain rules but there are still difficulties about getting payment. Sir, 
ny suggestion is that all these payments may be made through Die 
H>st office by money order. Then there would be no difficulty whatso- 
iver. The poor cultivator will get his due all right and the postman 
rill have him identified in the ordinary way, but the Government has 
lever listened to this suggestion with the result that there is con- 
iderahle sufferings among the poor people in regard to this matter. I 
vould suggest that the system of money order may be introduced and 

1 am sure that so far as this matter is concerned there will not be any 
nore grievance. 

The case was mentioned last year about payment by these Land 
Acquisition Officers; an award was made which was subsequently 
loubled or trebled and the case was compromised. Government said at 
hat time that it was not within their competence to do anything. If 
he party is dissatisfied with the award, it is the business of the court to 
evise it if it thinks necessary, but some of the land acquisition officers 
lo not seem to know this. It is beyond my comprehension that when 
\ certain officer makes an award of Rs. 10, (MM) how can it be increased 
to Rs. 15,000 by another officer after the transfer of thf former officer. 
[ remember a case at Dakhineswer where a whole property has. been 
Acquired for Rs. 50,000 but where only a small portion of the garage 
has l>een taken possession of up till now. The arrangement was that 
the materials will l>e handed over to the owner by the railway autho- 
rities for whom the acquisition was made but even now the buildings 
itand intact. The lands and the gardens are there intact and Re. 50,000 
have been paid* to the owner. That is the state of affairs in this 
department and when the matter is brought before Jthe Government they 
say that it does not concern them. It was a concern of thw railway 
authorities. Sir, no wonder that there is a deficit of seven crores in the 
railway administration. Sir, Government always defend their officers 
even when (hey run the risk of deficit Government think that all 
their officers are very good and honest people, but still there are officers 
who are brought before the court on charges of corruption. I myself 
have brought before the dotice of Government some cases of corruption 
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on the part of their officers, but Government took no action ; on the con- 
trary f they rewarded these officers with titles while they only deserve 
reprimands. That is why Government departments are rotten to the 
core — not only one particular department but all the other departments. 
Government should now effect economy in all directions but Govern- 
ment would not do that because they have nothing to do and because 
they know that their salaries will not he touched in any way. That is ( 
an attitude we all resent from this side of the House. That is why 
I bring it to the notice of the Government that this economy must be 
effected in all di recti osi and that the number of land acquisition collec- 
tors should be decreased. Sir, the appointment 5f a comm it to or of 
u retrenchment committee ojjicer will not do. Economy has got to lie 
effected in all directions. With these words, Sir, I move my* motion. 

Kfcan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMINs 1 am afraid 1 
cannot join the previous speaker in lus castigation of a very important 
department of the revenue administration of this Government. His 
amendment has been tabled mainly to discuss two points^ namely, 
extravagant expenditure and corruption.^! uni afraid he has not been 
able to make out a case on either of these points. As regards extra- 
vagance in expenditure 1 would like to draw the attention of my friend 
to the comparative statements of expenditure incurred in different years 
irom which he will find t hut the amount budgeted for 19<14-3ft is 
Rs. 1,74,000 as against Rs. 1,80, (MM) in KM2-TI and Rs. 1,68,000 in the 
revised estimates for 108‘1-. 4 14. There is not much increase. At the 
name time he will see that the voted portion of it is really lower than 
what was actually in 1932-6d, that is Rs, 1,44,000 |n place of 
Rs. 1,.%,000. I may add that as far us the expenditure on land acqui- 
sition work it is lecoupcd by Govern ment**fv#tti the department for 
which the land is acquired. Forqprly, the %ork was normally done by 
one officer. Now it is being dofe by various officers. I do not know 
whether m* friend knows tbut the work of land acquisition departments 
lfrfS rwSht years increased 400- folds. Formerly land acquisition 
work used to lie done only for Government purposes. Now by one 
particular department onlv, that i^the Calcutta Improvement Trust, 
land acquisition of very valuable properties has to Ire done and for 
which a semi-permanent staff has to 1* maintained. Then again land 
Jfas tfdfto “be acquired for the railways, canals and fo$ many other pur- 
poses for which it is necessary to employ separate staff. Whatever it 
is, I do not fhink«that my friend Mr.^Banerji is competent to say 
that tiffs Department is being run on extravagant lines because he is 
not competent to khow the details of the work, the amount actually 
done, the number of officers required for doing this and that 

Mr* PRESIDENT: You should not question the competence of the 
Member in the manner you are doing. 

t 
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Khan Bahadur Muhammad ABDUL MOMIN: Of course, Sir, my 
friend, Mr. Banerji, is probably colhpetent in words to discuss nearly 
every subject in the world on the floor of this House butVith what 
relevancy and usefulness I lea*e it to the House to judge. 

• 

* Mr. PRESIDENT: I am the sole judge of that. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Of course, Sir. 
Hoarding the charge of corruption my friend complains that tenants 
have rfbt to come to the town to take the compensation money that is 
awarded to them and he suggests that this should be sent to them by 
money order. As a matter of fact he is not aware that under the rules 
and also under the practice the Land Acquisition Officer does not sum- 
mon the tenants to the town but fixes a centre in the rural arUEs and 
there he comes and collects the people and distributes the compensation 
money to them. It is certainly convenient to them and the question of 
identification does not arise. On the other hand, if the compensation 
money be sent to them by«*noney order, as has been suggested by 
my leaAed friem^ Mr. Banerji, there is the greater chance and likeli- 
hood of the money not reaching them than it is under the present 
system. If money is senUto them through postal peons who perhaps 
do not know the actual tenants the question of identification arises. 
Then there is another point. If the compensation money he sent to the 
tenants by money order direct by the officer, in that case the money 
order commission will have to be deducted from the award* That, Sir, 
will be another harassment to the tentfnte concerned. He has stated 
some cases in which awards were raised from R*. 13,000 to Rs. 50,000. 
I do not understand hOW En award could be raised by on# officer exer- 
cising the same jurisdiction as another officer before. The award may 
be increased by superior authorities either by the District Judge or by 
the High Court. But once an award has been given by a i#nd Acqui- 
sition Officer another officer cannot enhance under any law or un<!er any 
practice. Therefore, Sir, I say that what Mr. Banerji says is sajHng 
without knowing the actual conditions of things. However, be that 
as it may the best course would be that when a particular tenant is not 
satisfied with the award of compensation money, he should appeal to 
the proper authority concerned against that award. " » 

A# regards the charge of corruption I do not thpk that there is any 
more corruption in the Land Acquisition Department than in ally other 
Department of administration, civil or criminal.** I do not say that 
everybody is absolutely innocent or like Csesar’s Vife above suspicion. 
The Land Acquisition Department ^ a temporary one and the staff 
sgets a small salary. There is corruption everywhere but I do not 
th i n k that it is more in the Department than in any other Department 
of Government. With th%se words I oppose this*morion. 
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Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: 1 bad no intention to speak on this 
motion but the speech of Khan Bahadur Muhau^uad Abdul Mom in has 
compelled^me to take part in this debate. It is uo wonder that the 
Khan Bahadur will sympathise with the Land Acquisition Officers, but 
I ask him: Has he ever been to a Land Acquisition. Office as a party 
to t^ke compensation ffioney? Has he ever been there? 1 I think be 
has never been there. I have got Y*ra°nal experience in this mutter. 
Sir, some of my land was acquired by the railway authorities within 
the jurisdiction of the Bally Municipality and outside it and 1 have hud 
experience of what happens ift the Lund Acquisition Office at Aligo#e. 

J can say that the state of affairs there is far from satisfactory and 
officers who are then* are not 4ret» Horn corrupt ium I can tell you OtHt 
to get the compensation money I had to spend one and a half year’s and # 

do vou know why? Because 1 refused to pay them money. 1 do not 

* % • * * • 
like to say* much as regards this matter, hut 1 want to completely 

repudiate every word of the Khan Bahadur because he has go! no 
personal experience as to what happens in the office itself, ife may 
have been a big officer but he does not know what happens to the 
parties and what difficulties and inctmvetuanre they have to suffer. 

Tht Hon’ble 8ir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: As regards the 
specific complaints made by the hon’ble igemliers, they have been 
sufficiently answered by the Khan Bahadur, and it would not have been 
necessary for me to say anything inrther'hut I desire to point out thut 
08 regards the specific complaint made by Mr. Baneiji, namely, the 
harassment to claimants iu the matter of receiving compensation money 
when the amount is small, there are rules made by the Board of It evenue 
which provide for the payment .of the compensation money by 
money order, when the co m {am *ut ion money awarded is Its. of) 
or anything under that sum, and our infoi motion is that these 
rules are followed and adhered to. As the Khan Bahadur has mentioned 
many officers go to the place wherp acquisition mutters are in progress 
and some of the payments are made on the spot. That has been done 
so far as my knowledge extends m the matter of acquisition of land. 

I have seen it with my own eyes at Jiarrackpore and near about, and 
it is not correct to say that claimants are harassed, made to dance 
attendance from day to day, and in the end they have to spend money 
on unlawful demands, and then they receive compensation. This is not 
the case, and so far as iny knowledge goes, it is not the state of jdfair* 
in practice. 

As regards corruption, I desire to make one general observation. Tbe 
easiest thing to stop corruption is for the person who is suffering 
harassment to make a complaint to the Collector of the district. If 
he does not attend to the complaint, there is the Commissioner of tb<^ 
Division, and then there is the Board of Revenue, and finally, I desire 
to say that so long va I have the honour oh holding the office I now 
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occupy, if any complaint is brought to my notice, I shall personally 
inquire into the matter. What more is expected of Government, I 
do not know. First df all there is extreme reluctance on the part of 
our people to make complaint; in the second place complaint has to he 
pursued and persisted in. It the Collector does not attend, or his 
Deputy Collector, there is the Commissioner of the Division who can 
he approached, and if the Commissioner does not attend, there is the 
Board of Revenue, and finally there is the Government itself, and lastly 
our people do not hesitate to take to the newspaper office any such com- 
plaint which they think can legitimately be made. There is no 
reluctance, I have noticed on the part of our people, to take these com- 
pjaints to the nearest newspaper office, and as a matter of fact, every- 
one knows that on the slightest provocation, they run to the newspaper 
office. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: That is expensive. 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CH08E'. It is not expensive 
to go to the newspaper office. On the contrary, it is the easiest thing 
to be done, and is often done. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is it possible for the poor cultivator to spend 
money and go to t lit, Collector? 

The Hon’bU sV CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: The next matter 
referred to by the Hon'ble Member is the question of extravagant 
expenditure incurred by the Land Acquisition Department. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: W hat about the information about tbe money 
order? 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: 1 stand by the 
opinion of the Khan Bahadur: As a matter of fact the expenditure has 
been going down. J have had the figures examined, and have ascertained 
that so far as thin year is concerned, the expenditure will be kept 
within the narrowest possible limits. As a matter of fact there are not 
many projects for land acquisition this year. The people for whom 
lands are an^uii^d are generally bodies like the Calcutta Improvement 
Trus^, the Calcutta Corporation, the Municipalities, the Railways, and 
in one or two instances, the Government^ take the* case of the Damodar 
Canal, but so fat as this year is concerned, the projects fyave not been 
m&ny. The projects received are being scrutinized and every effort is 
being made to cut down the’ expenditure to tbe strictest possible limit. 
There is no extravagant expenditure. It is easy to say that there is 
•extravagant expenditure everywhere and that steps should be taken 
hore and there, but whei^ one goes upon facts and examines the facta, 
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and if you t-uke a series of facts, vou will have uo difficulty whatever in 
coming* to the conclusion that the expenditure i%uot mounting up | and 
that the expenditure is being kept within proper limits, and the depart- 
ment in question is not extravagant at all. As a matter of fact, as ha* 
already been pointed oyt. by the Khan Bahadur Momin, 80 per cent. 
of the monies paid out as compensation are recoverable and are recovered 
from the bodies at whose instance and on whose behalf lands are 
acquired. It is only 20 per cent, that Government have had to pay 
in the last 5 or 6 years. Eighty per cent, is recoverable ami are recover- 
ed without any difficulty whatever. As the lion’ble member is an expert 
on land acquisition matters he ought to know that before application is 
made for acquisition, the partj* <>n a hose application the acquisition is 
made is requested by the Collector to deposit the money in Hie Col lee - 
lorute and it is only then that luithei |)i<»gre^s is made. Sites are then 
selected and acquired, and the authorities are cmuinuniceled with. 
That is the universal expel lence ot e\er\bod\ who has had to interest 
himself in acquit mg land either tor a si bool or a hospital, and that 
soit of thing. I oppose this motion. 

The motion was put and lost 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : l beg to tn..o> that the 
demand of IN. 1,44.000 under the head 4 * ■ ) A - Charge of administration 
I -anil inquisition establishment" la* reduced by lie. (acquisition 
of land tor Kalipur-Dnla Bond, under the* Chittagong District Board). 

He spoke in Bengali in *uppoit of his motion. 

Tht Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: Mr President, 
Sir, as regards what has been urged by the hon'ble member my short 
and simple answer is that no such proposals have been received bv 
Government. 

The motion was then put arid lost. 


Rai Saltib 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: I beg to move that the 
demand of Ra. 1.44, (KM) under the head “5A — -Charges of administration 
— Land acquisition establishment” be t educed by Its. •KM) (acquisition 
of land for the morgue at Gopnlganj subdivision). 

Sir, \fy moving tffis cut motion I must ini press upon Government 
the necessity of selecting a suitable site for the morgue at Gopalganj. 
The present morgue is situated only 200 yards from the sub-jail and 
only 50 yards from the cholera wurd of the medical dispensary, ami by 
the side of this morgue there is the house of a pleader. Now, what* 
actually happens is this. Dead bodies are brought here for identifica- 
tion and po$t mortem examination and bodies are sometimes not claimed 

y 
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and remain there. These unclaimed bodies are sometimes buried 
near-by. I have seen myself that they are buried by the side of the 
morgue. This morgue" has no compound wall and it often so happens 
that dogs and jackals dig out the bodies buried there and carry them 
to the compounds of neighl>ouring houses. Therefore, a great nuisance 
is caused. I suggest to Government that thej* should take immediate 
steps in the matter, because, as I have said, the morgue is situated in 
the very heart of the town. If a jnteva wall is built, then there will be 
no difficulty. The next thing that I suggest is that unclaimed bodies 
should not be buried within the compound. With these words, I 
commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

« 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, may I know how 
Government is concerned in this matter? I think it is the District 
Board or the Municipality that are concerned. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I think the Ifon’ble Member should be able 
to clear up the point. 


The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CH08E: Acquisition of 
laud has not been proceeded with for lack of funds. The necessity for 
the removal of the morgue is recognised, but owing to lack of funds 
nothing has been done, and as far as I can see nothing will be done 
in the near future. But as soon as funds are available, we shall cer- 
tainly consider the question of the removal of the morgue. 

The motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 


Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,44,000 under the head “oA — Charges of administration — Land 
acquisition establishment” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to protest against the 
action of the Khulna Collectorate in acquiring land in the village Sona- 
donga in proximity to an Idouh for the Khulna Municipality for pur- 
poses of a trenching ground). 

My object in hringiug this cut motion is to draw attention to the 
utter recklessne#* and thoughtlessness with which lands are sometimes 
acquired for so-called public purposes. Sir, at the instance of the 
Khulna Municipality land was acquired some yetins ago in the village 
Konadangu which is not very far from the Khulna town for the purpose 
of a trenching ground where the filth and refuse of the town would be 
debited. The land acquired is situated in the midst of paddy fields 
where cultivators have to work to raise their crops. The land is low- 
lying and the municipality has dug a tank there and raised the level 
of the surrounding ground in order to make it fit for deposit of the filth 
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and refuse of the town. There are several villages in the neighbour-* 
hood such as Nurnagar, Gobarchaka. Shib-bati. Sheikhpura, ami these 
villages are inhabited mostly by poor Muslims and Hindus. If there 
had been in these villages educated and wealthy people, the muni- 
cipality would not have dared to propose to acquire land in this parti- 
cular village. Sir, I deliberately bring this charge agaiust Govern- 
ment that in acquiring land for the Khulua Municipality, the comfort 
and well-being of the luckless villagers were simply given short shrift 
so that the needs of the Khulna town might be ministered to. Under 
the Land Acquisition Act Government acquires land for a public pur- 
pose, which is not defined in the Land Acquisition Act. Government 
is the sole judge of what a public purpose is. It would appear, Sir, 
that a public purpose aemrdfhg to Government is that which serves a 
particular section of the people, no imittei whether it proves u source of 
great nuisance to another section, however numerous Here it is only 
the convenience of the Khulna Municipality that has been taken into 
consideration in acquiring land in that particular village Sir. 1 speak 
from personal knowledge when l *ay that this trenching ground will 
prove a source of unspeakable nuisance to the villages which I have 
already mentioned. The cultivators have got to work there from 
morning till evening and you can well-imagme how very difficult and 
disagreeable it would he for them when all the time a foul smell would 
he coming out. These men will have to work in close proximity to the 
trenching ground. Sir, js it right, is it just that men who have got to 
depend upon the produce of theii land should have to work in the 
neigh bourhood of such a tile nuisance? 1 do submit that the plight 
of these jauir villagers were never taken into consideration when the 
iiiunit ipalit\ proposed that land should In* acquired there. 1 do say 
that there were other places available, hut they were not convenient to 
the municipality because they were not very near to the town, and I 
am sorry to say that Government readily fell in with the wrishes of the 
municipality without caring to consider what a nuisance would he 
caused to the villagers. There is an Id yah near-by where Muslims 
have to sav their congregational prayers on the occasion of the Id 
festivals. Sir, is it fair that the Moslems should lx* compelled to say 
their prayers in close proximity to this trenching ground? It might ho 
urged why did not the people object at the time of the preliminary 
notification? Under section 5 A of the Land Acquisition Act only 
persons having interest in the land promised to In* ac<f\iired might lodge 
a complaint to the Collector and so the public had no voice In this 
matter* Those people whose lands were acquired being poor and 
illiterate could do nothing. The trenching ground is being prepared 
and is nearing completion and in a short time is going to be used foi 
the purpose for which it has been acquired. Sir, our Government is 
said to be paternal and benevolent and its trusteeship of the masses m 
trotted out in season and out of season. The municipality wanted the 
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land and the people expected that Government would give more consi- 
deration to their difficulties and inconveniences than the municipality. 
I submit, Sir, that people's expectation was sadly disappointed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: Sir, is the hon’ble member 
referring to land which has already been acquired or is going to be 
acquired ? 

Maulvi ABUL QUA3EM: I have already said. Sir, that the land 
was acquired several years ago and the municipalit^has taken over the 
plots and has dug a tank and has raised the surrounding ground in 
order to turn it into a trenching ground, * The people in their humble 
way have protested from the very beginning by holding public meetings 
and recording resolutions which they have forwarded to the authorities. 
They also approached the public health authorities and the Public 
Health Depaitment, it is mideiMood, suggested the shifting of the 
trenching ground to a inoie distant place. Only during the present 
session J interpellated Government on the particular subject and 1 was 
told that the Public Health Depaitment was still in coirespomlence with 
the municipality . In the meanwhile the municipality with the utmost 
possible speed is pushing forward the scheme and would seem to he 
paying little heed to the jecommendation o! the Public Health Depart- 
ment. After having visited the spot myself 1 ha\e no manner of doubt, 
left in my mind that the sufferings of the people will he intense. J 
therefore appeal to Government to come to their rescue, otherwise the 
life of the people theie will he simply unbearable. Sir, this trenching 
ground, I humbly submit, is one lurid instance of how during the present 
British administration of India the interests of villages have been 
recklessly sacrificed so that towns may grow and flourish. The interests 
of these poor people have lieeu given the go-bye: jt is not suggested 
that no other spot was available. I do submit that other spots are 
available but they are not so near to the town and so convenient to 
municipality as this particular one. dust imagine, Sir, that the people 
who work in the fields there drink the water collected there during the 
rains. They will have to stand the foul odour from the trenching 

gjouud during all horns of the day and night. Hou'ble members who 
have knowledge id' a trenching gtound will lemember that uuless a 
trench is quite t full, it is not covered with earth, and even 

when at is emered with earth it is done in a very prelunc- 
tory manner, so that smell always continues to come and 

swarms of flies gather and breed there. If there were no 

other place available for the purpose one could understand the erecting 
of a trenching ground there. I submit that Government should even 
l^pw come to the rescue of the people, indemnify the municipality, if 
necessary, for the work they* have carried out there, and require it to 
have its trenching ground wit a less objectionable jilace. 
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Rai Sahib AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN* Sir, while supporting this 
motion, I beg to add a few words. It may be argued by the Ilou'blo 
Member that the land has already been acquired and a trenching ground 
has already been prepared. But my submission in reply to that argu- 
ment is that the Government have ample authority to inquire into and 
remote, under section 545 of the Amended Bengal Municipal Act of 
1932, any such nuisance. The Commissioner and the District Magis- 
trate are empowered to supervise and inspect or cuuse an inspection 
to be made with regard to auy immovable property used or occupied by 
the municipal commissioners ami it after inspection it is found that the 
same is a source of nuisance to the locality they can recommend for its 
removal under sectiou 545 of t Re Bengal Municipal Act. In this parti- 
cular case, if the trenching ground is situated, as my friend Maulvi 
Abul Quusein says, near the Idgnh where religious congregation is held 
by the Moslems it is highly objectionable that such a trenching ground 
should be allowed to be theie, 

I submit, Sir, that under section 5A of the Land Acquisition Act, 
although there is a piovision to the effect that a person who cun claim 
an interest to the compensation awarded has some light to tile objections 
but the other persons who are interested in this way, as my friend savs, 
in the saying of prayers, congregational prayers and such other things, 
have no right to tile any objection under section 5A ; but they nan 
appeal to the authorities to have the mtisnnee removed, especially in a 
case where it is situated near a place of public worship. I am sorry to 
•*«.” though perhaps it may not be relevant that such a trenching ground 
has been constructed at Fandpur which is in close proximity to the 
of the the renowned Saint Jugatbamihu. Sir, I 

do not know if the municipalities have a special liking for constructing 
their trenching grounds near religious places either Idgaha or ’WtffiO. 

1 submit. Sir, that Government will kindly look into the matter and if 
there is actually an Idgah there, remove the trenching ground. As I 
have already said, Government — I mean the Commissioner and the 
Collector — have powers to inspect the place; they can do so and remove 
this nuisance if it is really found to be so. 1 submit, Sir, that the 
grievance which has been stated by my friend Maulvi Abul Quasem 
should be inquired into and removed. With these words I support the 
motion of my friend Maulvi Abul Quaseni. 

Maulvi NAUSHeA ALI: I beg to support the motion moved bj 
my friend Maulvi Abul Quasem. He has spoken f refin personal 
knowledge but though I have not got the same amount of personal 
knowledge in this matter, I have got some knowledge which I think 
will corroborate Maulvi Abul Quasem. The poor people of the locality • 
have been trying from the very beginning to have the trenching ground 
removed and as far as my knowledge goes they moved the commissioners 

- m * 
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of the municipality, they moved the District Magistrate and they 
moved the Commissioner of the Division also, and my last information 
was that the Commissioner was pleased to call for a report from the 
District Magistrate but the report has not yet reached the Commissioner. 
In the meantime, as has been said by Maulvi Abul Quasem, a report 
was called for from the Public Health Department, and so far as my 
knowledge goes the Public Health Department gave their opinion in 
favour of the complainants. Of course, I speak subject to correction 
but that was the information that was given to me. N <r. Sir, I do 
not base my argument on the proximity of an Idgah to the place where 
this trenching ground is going to be constructed or on the ground that 
it is in a paddy field. On the other hand, there must be some place 
somewhere for a trenching ground for tlie Khulna Municipality. The 
point is whether this particular locality is a suitable one. As far as 
my information goes this place is not at all suitable for the purpose. 
It uiay be convenient to a certain extent so far as the municipality is 
concerned; but it is admittedly most detrimental to the sanitation of 
the locality — I mean the villages round about that place. It is on 
this ground and this ground alone that I request the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department to hold an inquiry, and I hope he will 
bring his judicial mind to bear on this point and the poor people will 
get a redress at his hands. T hope my request will not go unheeded. 
With these words I support the motion. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I beg to support the motion of my 
friend Maulvi Abul Quasem, hut not on the ground that has been urged 
by my friend Maulvi Nausher Ali. He says that he does not attach 
much importance to the fact that there is an Idgah in close proximity 
to the locality chosen for the construction of the trenching ground. I 
think however that that is the most important grouud on which there 
should be no trenching ground in that plot. As regards the question 
of sanitation I have no personal knowledge of the matter; I think the 
local leaders have much more intimate knowledge about this than many 
of us here in this Mouse. But the mere fact that an Idgah stands near 
to the place where it is proposed to construct the trenching ground is in 
itself reprehensible. I cannot conceive of a trenching ground near a 
place of public worship, he that a place of worship for Muslims, for 
Hindus, or for ^ny other community. Sir, it is unthinkable and so far 
as tfye seutiments of our country go, people cannot simply bear the idea 
that there should be a trenching ground near a pl^ie of worship. There 
might have been some laches on the part of the aggrieved people. I 
do not know whether they raised any objection at the very beginning. 
Perhaps, further difficulties have been created by the fact that the 
construction has already advanced. But I think it is a matter of so 
# great importance that Government should intervene even % if there had 
been some laches on th^ part of the people and even if the work of 
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construction has advanced. Unless Government steps in and intervenes 
I think a centre of trouble will be created which may in future be 
regretted by all. I think, therefore, that the Hon'ble Member should 
take a sympathetic attitude in the matter. 


Nawab MU8HARHUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: Although it is a 
focal matter yet I rise to add my support to the motion. All the argu- 
ments in favour of the motion have been advanced by the previous 
speakers and I rise simply to say that I fully accord my support to all 
that they have said. I hope that Government will not hesitate to 
intervene in the matter and put a stop to the undesirable thing that is 
growing there. 


Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: 1 also rist» to give my heart \ support 
to the motion moved by my friend Maulvi Abul Qunsem. I appreciate 
his difficulties and I fully realise the circumstances under which he bus 
been compelled to biing this motion before this House. I think, Sir, 
lie left no stone unturned to get the matter redressed with the local 
authorities. But having failed there he has been compelled to ventilate 
his grieuince in the Council here. I also have a similar grievance in 
this matter, Heie a trenching ground is going to In* established in the 
neighbourhood of an liUjuh , but m niv subdivision in Kurigiam I 
understand an attempt has been made to establish a prostitutes' 
quarters near a mosque as well as near a Madrasah. 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: By land acquisition? 


Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: That I do not know, but this much I 
can say that the local officials are behind it. What I beg to submit 
to you is this— just fancy the sense of proportion of these officials to 
initiate land acquisition proceedings without curing to consider whether 
the interest of a mosque or the Id<jah is to be preserved 01 the interest 
of a trenching ground or a prostitutes’ quarters should prevail. Them 
is a village called San within the Btirdwun Municipality — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think you should go into all these 
details. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: There I understand a trenching ground 
is going to be constructed. • 

Mr. ^RESIDENT: You are again straying away from the point. 
Can you advance any fresh argument in support of Maulvi Abul 
Quasem’s ease which is now under review? 

Kazi EMOADUL HOQUE: I will tr>, Sir. It may be said that 
eo far as bringing this matter to the notice o£ this Council is concerned, 
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no earlier attempt was made by the people of the locality in that they 
did not file any objection at the time, and that had they done so it 
might have been looked into and the matter might have taken a 
different turn altogether. Hut may I ask the Hon’ble Member whether 
the illiterate people of the villages are expected to know whether and 
at what particular time objections are to be filed? Of course, it may be 
said that ignorance of law is no excuse. But it does not lie in the 
mouth of the present Government to say that. Have you giyen primary 
education to the people that they should know by themselves that there 
is such and such a provision in the Act and that such and such thing 
should be done, and that difficulties cannot be removed unless you file 
objections. You have not given these people any kind of primary 
education, or even the rudiments of it. How can you then expect them, 
these poor people, to file objections? If they had even the elements of 
education necessary for filing objections, then they could have done so. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Sir, I beg to support the 
motion of my bon ble friend. It is quite clear that he has made out 
a very strong case for a re-examination of the subject. And in view 
of the strong teeling in the area, I hope that Government will change 
the site of the trenching ground. 

Khan Bahadur Mautvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to 
support this motion. I should only like to add that it would be better 
to let out such lands to the poor people, it the municipality does not get 
a purchaser for the same. I should like to add furthei that in this 
particular case the acquirement is double offensive inasmuch as it is 
close to uu Idfjah. You know, Sir, how illiterate both the Mussalman 
and the Hindu tenantry are and it is unnecessary for me to remind 
the House that these people feel very bitterly in such cases. I hope, 
Sir, Government would see its way to prevent such acquirements in 
future. 

Th« Hoft’ble 8ir CHARU CHUNDER CH08E: Mr President, Sir, 
at the outset I desire to say this: that Government have every’ sympathy 
with what has been stated by the hon’ble member who has moved this 
not been acquired and that t lie proposal for a trenching ground was 
not been acquired and that the proposal for a trenching ground weie 
under the examination of the Public Health Department of the local 
Government; but the hou’ble member has informed us that he knows 
that the land has already been acquired for a trenching ground. As 
far as I can make out, the hon’ble member’s complaint is really not 
against Government but against the municipality. 

t, 

MtUlwi ABUL QUA8EM: The complaint is also against Govern- 
ment. 
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The HontHe Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: Be that as it may, 
proposals for the acquirement of land for a trenching ground in the 
present instance, or for a fresh trenching ground anywhere else, are at 
the present moment being examined by the Public Health Department 
of the Government, and I shall ^tike steps to bring this discussion to the 
notice of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Sell -Government 
Department. I have not the least doubt whatsoever that whatever has 
been said to-day in this Council will be taken note tit and that proper 
consideration will be given and action taken. Further, if any action 
,is possible under the Bengal Municipal Act by the Hon'ble Minister, 

I can assure the hon’ble the mover of this motion that we shall use our 
influence with him and see tg it that prompt action is taken. In any 
event, our attitude, so far as this mutter is concerned, L one of complete 
sympathy, and we shall try to see that some redress, ui least, is made, 
if the facts are as what the hon’ble member has stated. 

Sir, T oppose the motion and 1 trust that in view of the explanation 
given and of the attitude of Government in this matter, the mover will 
not press his motion to vote. I further hope that he will see his way 
to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: On a point of information, 
Su . Might I inquire w hat is the distance between the Ufinh and the 
trenching ground? 

The Hon'ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: We do not know. 

Maulvi ABUL QUASEM: Sir, in view oi the assurance given by 
the Hon’ble. Member, I beg leave of the House to withdiaw the motion. 

1 might, however, inform Mr. Basu that the distance is only about 
LNM) \ards. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: On a point of order, Sir 
Is It in Older for the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Depait- 
fuent to influence au Hon'ble Minister who is in charge of a transferred 
department? (Laughter.) 

The motion was then, by leave *of the House, withdrawn. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: I move that the deiniyid of* 
Rs. 1,44,000 under ^ie head “5A-* Charges of administration— General 
eatablieHment — Land acquisition” be reduced by Its. 100 (to draw the 
attention of the Government as to the desirability of amending section 
76 of the Bengal Tenancy Act with a view to make provision for erect- 
ing prayer houses on the holding of the tenant*). f 

He was speaking in Benguli in support of his motion when the 

Council adjourned for 15 minutes. 
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Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah concluded his Bengali speech of whic 
the following is a translation: — 

Mr. President, if a man is to live, he must provide for his physics 
wants as much as for his spiritual needs. I, therefore, think that ther 
ought to be provisions for public worship for all classes — the landlord 
and the tenants, the rich and the poor, men of all communities. It i 
agreed on all hands that law aims at making all necessary provision 
for the conducting of his life in society. But it is to be rogretfull; 
recorded that before the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1928 
90 per rent, of the total of five and a half vrores of population of Benga 
who form the tenantry or who own their holdings on payment of rent 
to zemindars and tenure-holders did not enjoy the elemantiy rights o 
making puna houses to live securely in or of even digging tanks on thei 
own lands for purjroses of taking drinking water from; and they wer 
even deprived of the rights of the trees that they had planted. Ever 
though the above difficulties have been removed by the Amendment o 
1928, yet it remains a tac t that the people are still debarred from making 
houses of worship, i.c., temples, mosques. 1 have moved the presen 
motion with a view to drawing the attention of the Government to the 
need of amending the Tenancy Act in order to incorporate this ven 
necessary right in the body of the law. There is not the slightes* 
reflection on the administrative policy of the Government f neither i' 
there the slightest tinge of communal ism 8 I, therefore, believe that al 
members, whether offic ials or non-officials, can take an independent view 
of his own and use his free judgment and express his views on the 
resolution. 

Sir, I have already said that the amended Bengal Tenancy Act of 
1928, under section TO has made all necessary provisions tor physical 
existences of the body; what lemains is the need of making provision foi 
satisfaction and improvement of the soul or, in other words, the conces- 
sion of the right to build bouses of worship. The tenants have been 
deprived of this right on the plea that the land or holding is rendered 
unfit for purposes of tenancy and the value of such land diminishes 
with the building of such houses of worship. I have here to say this 
much, that if the tenancy depends on the existence of the tenant, if the 
landlord and the Government have admitted the need of conceding 
flutists (a) ami (/) in sub-section 2, in section 70, then I believe the 
landlord class ought not to grudge a little bit of space in every village 
fof the wuking of one or two bouses of worship for purposes of satisfy- 
ing the needs of the soul. I tear it may be diffic ult for many to make 
out the relevant sections from my Bengali speech, and I, therefore, read 
t out here section 76 of the Bengal Tenancy Act as in English/ 

Section 4 6 . subsection 2 (a).— The construction of wells, tanks, 
water-channels and ntfin/ wnrla («*> c)>a ... — 1 .. — c 
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of water for the purposes of agric ulture or for drinking or for the use 
of men and cattle employed in agriculture. 

Explanation. — Such construction on agricultural land shall not he 
deemed to impair the value of the land or to render it unfit for the 
purposes of the tenancy.* 

Suit-section (/). — The erection of dwelling-house, whether of 
masonry bricks, stones or any other materials whatsoever, for the tenant 
jmd his family together with all necessary out-offices. 

Subsection {3 ). — Rut no work executed by the tenant of a holding 
shall be deemed to be an impiovement for the purposes of this Act, if 
it substantially diminishes the value of Ins landlord’s property. 

Sir, it is difficult not to admit t hut land is not rendered unfit for 
tenancy and considered absolutely from the standpoint of agriculture, 
that the value of such land does not diminish by making such houses 
of worship on jotv land and in the same way il is very hard not to look 
to the physical and spiritual needs of the agriculturists before u correct 
judgment is made of the advantages and disadvantages of tenancy. 1 
do not admit the cogency of the argument that the value of the whole 
holding deteriorates by the making of religious houses. Because I 
think the tenant first considers the possibilities of his physical and 
spiritual well-being before he agrees to a price at the transfers of such 
jotr land; he gives subsequent thoughts to the area and price of the 
land. Therefore, if we look to the very small area of land required for 
such houses of worship and to the rates of such rents, we shall not con- 
sider it too big a concession to tenants' need of worship in villages 
which contain hundred to hundred and fifty houses. That the land- 
lord class would credit lakhs and lakhs of rii]K»es to their rent account 
and would refuse to debit a little rent on account of such leligious 
houses is a course of proceeding not supportable by a sense of justice 
and fair play. I, therefore, hope that the zemindar members of this 
Council will supjort my motion out of deference to their tenants’ well- 
being. *To tell the truth, the landlord class of Bengal irrespective of 
Hindu and Moslem communities, ha* supported this policy fimn time 
immemorial and that in what explains the numerous detail tar and 
brahmatUir grants of Moslem zemindars and pirpal lakbrruz grants of 
Hindu landlords. Inquiries reveal the fact that the tenant has sought 
the formal permission of the landlord only in rases of pueea construc- 
tions of religious houses. In a *ew cases the tenant has paid a salami 
to the landlord; more often the religiously inclined landlord has remitted 
rente in such case# and even has rendered assistance in various forms 
to his tenants in such constructions. But in cases of kasha construction 
neither The tenant Hot the landlord cared to seek of th concede any* 
formal permission in cases of kasha construction. The tenant did not 
consider it necessary to seek remission of reilt and the IdfodJord also 



32 


DEMAND FOE GRANT. 


[12th Max., 


was until very recently free from apprehensions of deterioration of land 
for purposes of tenancy on account of such kacha construction. The 
result has been that you find numberless kacha mosques throughout 
Bengal. To be plain, the right of making kacha mosques without the 
permission of the landlord has now the sanctity of custom. 

Sir, I ha\e discussed the matter of the motion from the staqdpoint 
of justice, equity and fairness, i shall now discuss the question from 
the economic standpoint. The foremost among the arguments against 
conceding a right to build religious houses is that by such permission 
the total value of jotes diminishes for purposes of tenancy and that thi^ 
will enable the tenants to build numberless houses of worship and to 
diminish consequently agricultural aretf. 

1 have already given the reply to the first part of the argument. 
In reply to the latter part of the argument I say, I have intended this 
motion on religious houses for public worship and not for the worship 
of an individual person. Therefore, the fear of many 

religious houses is absolutely without foundation. Then the 

scriptural law of the Mussulmans provides that there should he reason- 
able distance between one house of worship and another, so that there 
is a fair attendance in such houses. It is only in very big and thickly 
populated villuges that you find two or three mosques. Therefore, 
there is no good ground to fear shortage of cultivable lands on account 
of the building of religious houses. Then in this Bengal religious 
houses needed In the public have already been built. There is very 
little possibility t>f such needs rising in future. Moreover, concession 
of rights to make pucca houses and tanks by the amendment of 1928 
have not led to any appreciable increase of pucca houses and tanks 
during the last six years and consequent reduction of agricultural area 
and, therefore, fears of reduction of agricultural area l»v the making 
of such religious houses is nothing but u bogey. 

The second argument is that the value of the particular portion of 
the land on which a mosque will be built will decrease and consequent!} 
during transfer the landlord’s transfer fee will also decrease. In 
answer to this, it can he said without hesitation that the value of a 
holding of a poor man, where there is not even a thatched cottage for 
dwelling, can by no means be equal to the same amount of land in a 
holding in whjch there is a pucca building for residence and a mosque 
for j>rayer. Now as there are provisions for charging the transfer fee 
on the consideration money of the holding, there aannot rise in this case 
any question of decrease of transfer fee. At least, for the recollection 
of the hon’ble members, I am citing the provisions in the Bengal 
Tenancy Amendment Act regarding the landlord’s "transfer fee in such 
a case. You should remember that the mosque^ which th# Moslems 
build for the worship of the public are to he dedicated for religious 
purposes. # 
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Section 26D f second (troriso. — Provided also that the landlords’ 
transfer fee shall not be payable in the case of : — 

Subsection III . — A dedication for religious or charitable purposes 
without any reservation of pecuniary benefit for any individual. 

Now the thin! argument is about rent. The easiest answer to this 
is that the tenants are always ready to pay rents for the plot of land 
required for a mosque. But if the holding is sold in execution of a 
decree for arrears due in respect of rent, then I consider it preferable 
to follow the provision sjaid down in sections 169 and 160 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. Some portions of the abovemen tinned section run as 
follows : — 

Section loti (/). — Where a tenure or holding is sold in execution of 
a decree for arreurs due in respect thereof, the purchaser shall take 
subject to the interests defined in this chapter as “protected interests,” 

Section WO. — The following shall be deemed to be protected 
interests within the meaning of this chapter: — 

Subsection (c). — Any lease of land whereon dwelling houses, manu- 
factories or other permanent buildings have t»een erected, or permanent 
gardens, plantations, tanks, canals, places of worship or burning or 
burying-grounds have been made. 

vSir, as regards the rights of tenants in connection with the con- 
•truetion of mosques, it appears from the decision arrived nt by the 
Hon’ble Calcutta High Court on the 4th December, 1933, and that 
which was published in the “Calcutta Weekly Notes.” Volume 38, page 
93, that it has been established that in any portion of a holding, a 
tenant will not be able to erect even a kvehn mosque for public prayer. 

In order to remove the coustcruution and feeling arising in the 
minds of the tenants in consequence thereof, I draw the attention of the 
Government by this motion towards the modification of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (A,>ropoi the reading by the member of an 
English* quotation.) Well, Maulvi Sahib you will hereafter find it 
very difficult to convince me that you cannot speak English, You read 
it perfectly well. (Laughter.) 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MOHAMMED BASIft UDOTN: I beg to 

support tbs amendment moved by Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah. 'It is 
desirable, and it is kfiown to all that Mussulmans of Bengal especially 
in Northern and Eastern Bengal erect mosques over their holdings. 

It is incumbent upon the Mussulmans to say their prayers in congre- 
gation, and for this purpose it is absolutely necessary that they should 
have mosques over their holdings. I should, therefore, ask that a« 
provision be made in the Bengal Tenancy Act allowing prayer houses 
to be constructed over a raiyat i holding. Many Hindu* also erect 
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temples over raiyati holdings and to respect the religions feelings of 
both the communities it is essentially necessary that the holders of 
occupancy holdings should be allowed to erect mosques and temples. I 
should, therefore, request the Government to see that a provision be 
made in the Bengal Tenancy Act allowing the poor tenant, the tiller of 
the soil, the producer of the wealth of the country, to have mosques 
ever their holdings to perform their daily prayers and religious duties. 

Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY: Sir, 1 rise to oppose the motion, as 
1 cannot lend my support to the proposed changes of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. 1 submit, Sir, the erection of prayer houses on the holdings of 
tenants having no permanent right to the soil is fraught with many 
evils. 

In the first place, the enjoyment of such rights by an occupancy 
redyat is opposed to the principles of the land laws of Bengal, governing 
his status. And it will also he interfering seriously with the existing 
rights and privileges of landlords. 

In the Amendment of 1928, already occupancy raiyats have got 
important privileges in the matter of erection of dwelling houses on 
their holdings — much to the inconvenience and probable loss of the 
superior landlords. 

The erection of mosques or prayer houses cannot certainly be deemed 
to Ik* improvements contemplated in section 70 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. It will also not only interfere with t lie cultivation of the said hold- 
ings upon which such structures will be erected in various ways, but 
will also thus depreciate the value of them. 

And then again it might create communal disputes affecting the 
maintenance of law and order. 

Sir, for the reasons I have just now discussed, I think it is abun- 
dantly clear that it is highly undesirable to attempt any such amend- 
ment of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

Sir, 1 may be permitted to draw the attention of the House that not 
loug ago a Bill to amend the Bengal Tenancy Act in such a manner 
was rejected by the House. 

Matllvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: If anything was needed to con- 
vince some of us who were hesitating about the measure to be adopted 
in respect of this amendment, I think the speech of the last speaker 
has finally confirmed us in our belief that some such thing was 
absolutely necessary. Often and often we find with reason and without 
reason, in season and out of season, the zemindar representative of this 
Council standing up and holding his rights with the tenacity worthy 
of a better cause. I do not know whether my friend the zemindar 
professes any religion. If he is a Hindu, I would point out to him the 
saying of Bh&gabat Gita ; 

<n wftw 
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1 do not know whether land is the god which he worships; if he does so, 
he would have before him the spiritual relief which a man must seek 
in the careworn world from the maladies that trouble him. My remtit- 
dor friend is overmuch perturbed about the difficulties which would 
be created by such men. 1 would put a question to him. If without 
touching his pound of flesh, we can have an amendment of that law, 
what objection cau he possibly have? All that he wants out of the land 
is his money. If we can provide for an amendment of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act in such a way — a lawyer can be entrusted to do the work 
— in such a way that compensation may be made to the zemindar on 
account of the building of such mosque, 1 do not see that any harm 
will Iw done to him. 1 think tu> reasonable man ought to object to this. 
It is time to remind our :*'itinulars that the old days of feudalism are 
gone. They must submit, if they want to live along with otheis in this 
country, and conform to new idea. Much water has flowed under the 
bridge since the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885, where provisions were 
made where the lights of tenants were just beginning to be felt. Pro- 
visions laid down in that enactment were more or less busy considering 
what could have been observed at this distant age, and since then many 
decisions and enactments have carried the law much forward. I think 
it will not do a great harm if further amendment is made providing for 
the want which the tenant naturally feels as regards his prayer, 
allowing at the same time for reasonable compensation to the zcnundar 
As my friend the mover of this amendment has pointed out, the matter 
was not felt so long, but for the decision of the High Court, to which 
my friend has referred, that decision was not under sections 159 and 
160 because the land in this case was not sold in execution of a decree. 
But here the zemindar being a much shrewder man than the poor tenant 
sued the tenant not on any other irround by the hazy and flimsy ground 
and the all-embracing ground enunciated in the Bengal Tenancy Act, 
namely, if a tenant renders It is land unfit for the purposes of the 
tenancy, liuble to be ejected from the tenancy. Now the building of 
a mosque has been held to render the land unfit for the purpose of a 
tenancy.- In the first place, what is the purpose of a tenancy? To an 
agricultural tenant it is agriculture. In a homestead lund it is build- 
ing of houses. Now, I would refer with due reference to the High 
Court about their decision and I submit that the Judges in that parti- 
cular case exhibited an ignoranc e of law which is colftssaL It was a 
homestead land on which along with other thatched houses andther 
thatched Jiouse was bfiilt for a mosque. I fail to understand how this 
renders the tenancy unfit. The purpose of the tenancy iti this case is 
habitation. I cannot comprehend how it was rendered unfit. Then, 
again, as regards the purpose of the tenancy, I will come to its legal 
aspect. The purposes of the tenancy cannot be otherwise than the 
purposes in the legislation itself. In that we find that there are 
provisions that prayer Rouses cannot he renderdi hha$ even after a rent 
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•ale. If that is so, the legislature must have conceived how to protect 
prayer houses. Prayer houses and other permanent works should he 
made an exception. If that is the conception of law itself, then how 
on earth it means that the building of a prayer house goes direct to the 
root of the purpose of the tenancy and against the tenancy itself? 
Here we find that according to this conception of legislation the purpose 
of the tenancy is really to include among other things a prayer house. 
If that is the very root of the conception of the whole law, how can it 
be that this is against the purpose of the tenancy? It is absurd. If 
you refer to the case that ray friend has cited you will find that not 
even one-thirtieth portion of the land was taken, how can that affect 
the agricultural holding? By taking awVy one-thirtieth portion of the 
land, the whole thing here is jendered unfit! It really passes ray 
comprehension. The Judges thought of creating a stir and sensation. 
That is why they decided in such a way. My zemindar friends want 
money. Well, in that case let us have the amendment in such a way, 
and I would leave it to the drafting department to fix it in any way 
that if the zemindar wants money he will be entitled to recover the 
same by the help of the law court. It also affects the Hindus. I mean 
the poor Hindus and not the wealthy and educated ones. They have 
got the fault of praying to God. The provision of his having to give 
his pound of flesh will not cure him of this fault. The poor Muham- 
madans have got the hubit of saying t heir congregational prayers once 
a week and no amount of preaching will cure them of that habit. Since 
it is the custom of a particular land to do a certain thing from time 
immemorial that custom assumes the form of a law. I appeal to my 
friend who has propounded manV legal theories and has decided many 
cases to kindly consider whether 1 am right or wrong. This cannot be 
held to be in any respect consistent. Then so far as the present ruling 
is concerned, it has created a great deal of stir. That in certain cases 
custom assumes the form of a legal right, and it is an unwritten law 
which it is the right of everybody to enjoy. There is one point raised 
by the opponent that it will reduce the value of land. It will be con- 
tended that the value of the land will be reduced in this sense that land 
belonging to a Moslem tenant will not be purchased by any Hindu 
tenant. Now let us come to practice. Generally, we find that whole 
villages consist of Muhammadans. There are also whole villages 
inhabited by rfindus. The Muhammadans will require mosques and 
the Hindus temples. Land in the midst of a homogenous population 
will never lose its value. If a Muhammadan tales a mosque, he will 
not consider it deleterious and so a Hindu a temple. Taking the facts 
as they are, we find there is no such possibility of deteriorating the 
value of land as considered by ray friend. It may he thought there 
• would be any number of mosques within the radius of a very short 
distance. It is laid down in Muhammadan law that as far as the sound 
of call to prayer from a mosque is heard, there should not be another 
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mosque. Therefore, there is no char.ee of having too many mosque* itt 
a particular place. Another objection that might be raised is that if the 
Muhammadan* require a mosque, the Hindus would require a temple 
and there would lie trouble. I may say that these are mere hypothe- 
tical propositions. Evqp if you allow this, I may repeat what I said at 
some.other time that there is a mosque near the Medical College which 
ie also very near a temple, and the Hindus and Moslems are not fighting 
on that account. If this ruling exists, there will he communal trouble 
all over Bengal, and as soon as you go to execute a decree to demolish 
a mosque, 1 shudder to think whst will happen. You will find many 
Muhammadans would luy down their lives to save their mosque and 
perhaps you will have to kill*humireds of Hindus — not the rich men, 
the poor Hindus — who will lay down their lives for the sake of their 
religious scruples, and Government will be inviting trouble on its own 
head. They are already preoccupied with many things, and I do not 
want that they should create more trouble for themselves. 1 therefore 
submit, Sir, tha* Government of its own accord ought to come forward 
and give us such a legislation as will meet all cases. I myself brought 
up a similar legislation and it was jefused of course by the House, and 
since it was refused, this trouble has arisen. If that had been accepted 
1 >\ the Treasury Benches, this trouble would never have arisen. If iny 
friend wants that communal trouble is to be averted, it would be better 
tor him to accede to the icquest of the tenants. My friend was sug- 
gest ing— take some land from the :emimtnr and then build a mosque on 
it. Well and good. 

(The member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 


The Hon’ble 8ir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: Mr. President, 
Sir, before I refer to the motion of Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, 1 would 
in all humility deprecate the language used by the last speaker 
as regards the Judges who decided the case of Srish Chandra Ganguli 
vtrsus H. Ali. You gain nothing by attributing colossal ignorance to 
the Judges. Judges there arc and there will always be, and so long as 
the High Court exists, I think it is the duty of every citizen in the 
province in which the High Court is situated to speak in language of 
respect to the High Court. You may not agree with the decision of 
the High Court. However, having said that and conyng straight to 
the question raised, I desire to point out that this matter was the jiub- 
ject of a litigation between tw r o paities Srish Chandra Ganguli rcrtuK 
H. Ali. The precise question now raised was raised in the High Court. 
Before the case came to High Court, it was decided by the court below' 
that under the existing circumstances and under the existing law the 
use of an agricultural holding for erection of a prayer house for public 
worship could not be allowed. That may have been right or wrong, * 
But before the High Court’s decision was out^ the last speaker intro- 
duced a Bill in this House for the determination pf the question in the 
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manner indicated by him. That Bill, I am sorry to say, did not meet 
with much support and was finally rejected without a division. Then 
the High Court’s decision was pronounced, and as the last speaker will 
doubtless remember, it formed the subject of an interpellation in this 
House on the 19th February, 1934. I answered the question then put 
me, and since then I am informed Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan has given 
notice of his intention of introducing another Bill. As hon’ble mem- 
bers doubtless know, Bills cannot be introduced without the previous 
sanction of the Governor General. In .this instance the Governor 
General’s sanction has been applied for and is being awaited. As soon 
as this sanction is received, Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan will be in a 
position to introduce his Bill and then the whole question will be 
thrashed out and all parties will have an opportunity of discussing the 
matter fully and satisfactorily, including the hon'ble member who was 
referred to as a landlord member of this Council. I think, Sir, in these 
circumstances no useful purpose will be served by proceeding with the 
motion, but I would urge the hon’ble member to be a little patient. 
As soon us sanction is received, there will be no difficulty whatsoever 
in introducing the Bill of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan. As the hon’ble 
members are doubtless aware, there is that classic phrase — it is a long 
cry from Calcutta to Delhi and takes time. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: But what is the attitude 
of Government in this matter? 

The Hon'ble 8ir CHARU CHUNDER CH08E: The attitude of 
the Government will be made known as soon as the Bill is introduced. 
In these circumstances, Sir, I suggest that no useful purpose will be 
served by proceeding with the motion, and I would request the member 
accordingly to withdraw it. 

Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah’s motion was then, by leave of the 
House, withdrawn. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 will have one discussion on amendments 
Nos. 7, 14, *.?ll and 76, as they all deal with settlement cases in Jessore. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: I beg to move that the demand of 
Es, 1 ,07,400 upder the head “5 A — Charges of administration — Certi- 
ficate establishment — Pay of officers” be reduced by Es. 100 (issue of 
certificate processes in the famine-stricken area f of Jessore). 

Sir, as a result of an interpellation which I made in this* House on 
this subject and on the subject of a famine in Jessore, I was told by the 
predecessor of the present Hon’ble Member for Eevenue that there was 
no famine in Jessore, but there was only acute distress. As a layman, 
Sir. I could not find out the subtle distinction between an acnte distress 
and o famine nud the boundary line between them, and on a subsequent 
interpellation to the present Eevenue Member bv another member T nut 
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n question as to what was the exact spot where acute distress was to be 
located. I do not know whether acute distress and famine are like 
asymptotes and hyperbola, which approach each other but never meet. 

I do not know when acute distress assumes a proportion w'hen it can be 
chlled a famine or wh*n the famine lessens down to a decree where it 
is called acute distress. But I have a lurking suspicion in my mind 
that because there is a certain enactment, a law, which lays down a 
certain obligation upon Government that as soon as famine breaks out 
in a particular place Government must take some paticulnr measure 
and it is incumbent upon them to take those particular measures, that 
I think it is the fear of landing themselves into humanitarian activities 
that debars or deters Government from proclaiming a famine. They 
come up to acute distress but stop short at that. Here, Sir, you will 
find that relief work has been uiidoi taken by various associations tagin- 
ning from the Congress down to the committee presided over by the 
District Magistiate. I am a member of a committee of which the 
District Magistrate is the president, which distributes leaflets. My 
friend Mr. Woodhead might perhaps know better. I am not at all 
initiated into the intricacies of Government, and I confess ignorance of 
that. But if starvation can be a result of famine, if death from starva- 
tion can ta a result of famine, then I assert and reassert that u famine 
has actually broken out in Jessore. I understand that the Publicity 
Officer of Government has declined to accept the version that there has 
been any death due to famine. Yes, Sir, T know that such should be 
the reply from the Hon’ble Memtar. But in order to fortify myself 
against that, I have brought statements with thumb impressions of 
persons related to people who have actually died of famine and I hold 
the whole record in my hands. I am ready to show to the Hon’ble 
Member these thumb impressions and ask him to tell me either that they 
are false, or accept version that there has been famine. Fortified with 
these thumb impressions if the Hon’ble Member so desires, I shall ta 
able to help them in every way to find out whether there has been a 
famine there or not. All 1 am concerned with is that there should ta 
some relief, though with the outward profession of acute distress but 
with the inward conciousness of a famine. If relief was undertaken in 
this spirit, I shall have no quarrel with Government. You will find 
that the Hon’ble Member’s reply to my question adn^itted that there 
was only acute distress in the Magura and Narail subdivisions. , But 
he denied the existence of acute distress in Jhenida. I may point out, 
Sir, that* in Jhenida and in a certain part of Jhenida which is conti- 
guous to the Magura and Narail subdivisions, the distress is extremely 
acute, and I can refer the Hon’ble Member, though I do not know 
whether I am within my rights in so referring, I can refer him to an 
article by one of the secretaries of the relief committee which appeared • 
in yesterday’s Amrit/i Bazar Patrika. where sqch a vivid description of 

the distress that is going on in the Jhenidah suljdi vision is given, that 

• • - 
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any plain man, unsophisticated with the intricacies of law and legal 
interpretations, will be able to realise that there is a famine in Jhenida*. 
I was told that the issue of certificates has been very scarce though not 
actually prohibited in the Narail and Magura subdivisions and that no 
such steps have l>een taken so far as Jhenida is concerned. I subnut 
that if he believes the statement that there is a£ute distress in Jhenida 
us well, will he be kind enough to extend the same clemency that he 
has already extended to Narail and Magura to that portion of Jhenida? 
In all humility I would request him to do his best to prevent the people 
of Jhenida from suffering this dire distress there. It is almost impos- 
sible to give a description of the distress, and unless one sees it locally, 
it is impossible for anyone to realise the •immensity and the gravity of 
the distress that is prevailing there. You know the origin of it. There 
was a heavy downpur, there was inundation, there was flooding and 
cattle and crops were washed away and as the river was very fierce in 
respect of Magura and Narail, there is no reason to suppose that it 
was at all kind to this portion of Jhenida and that it stands to reason 
to expect that there is acute distress in Jhenida, Magura and 
Narail. Therefore, I submit to you Sir, and through you to the 
Hou’ble Member, that he will not only undertake relief work in right 
earnest, but give more money and more gratuitous relief and agricul- 
tural relief wherever necessary. It is, Sir, the month of Chaitra. 
(Cries of “No, no; it is only the month of Falgoon".) It would perhaps 
be quite out of a place for me here to tell my friend a lot of astronomy. 
My friends will find that the position is not as related in the almanac. 
It depends upon the equinox by which ffth of Falgoon is the 1st of 
Chaitra , the sun having receded 21 days since the days the almanac was 
prepared. My friends will find that according to the astronomical 
observations I am correct, but according to the almanac they are 
correct. 

I put a question to the Hon’ble Member and he replied to me that 
whenever local authorities will say that seeds are necessary, he will 
give a loan of seeds. Hut what I say is that let there be action from 
above and not from below. Let the Hon’hle Member himself give 
directions to the local authorities that they themselves should go into 
the question, inquire where seed is necessary, and grant the seeds^ 
because seed is absolutely necessary to save them from starvation for 
another year. If you give them money, they will spend it; but if you 
give them seeds, they will sow them. So there is a great deal of 
difference between giving them money and giving them teeeds. I 
request the Hon’ble Member to direct his subordinate officers to see that 
loan of seeds is given and not simply money. I also request, in terms 
of my motion, that the issue of certificates .should be stopped at once, 
t There has been difficulty in the case of Jessore. Not only have the 
Government issued certificates for their own dues but a large number 
of estates in Jessore, big and huge zemitufart estates, have been taken 



im.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT, 


41 


up by the Court of Wards and in order to save the estates from debts 
which encumber them and give allowance to the zemindar from whom 
the estates have been taken, they have pot to realise money even by the 
issue of certificates. Had it been only Government dues, Government 
would not have been so much hard pressed for money, but the parti* 
cular kind of dues to Vhich I am referring, ri>., zenundari dues, 
are telling more harshly upon the people concerned than the Govern- 
ment dues in Narail and Magura for the present, so that I submit that 
until the next crop is coming, the certificate procedure should be stopped 
altogether in Jessore. With these words I commend my motion to the 
acceptance of the House. 

Mautvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: Sir, 1 support the motion moved 
by my friend Mnulvi Syed Majid Baksh. Coining from the district 
of Jessore, Sir, 1 know the condition* prevailing there. I am not 
much disturbed however about calling it an ucute distress of famine. 
But it is undeniable that there is acute distress prevailing, as my friend 
has said, in Magura and Narail. He tried to establish that there lias 
been acute distress also in Jhenida. Government, I understand, hus 
admitted that there lias been acute distress prevailing in the two sub- 
divisions, Magura and Narail, and I do not know the attitude of 
Government with regard to the distress prevailing in Jhenida. I may 
say for the information of this House that recently I got n requisition 
from the Subdivisional Officer of Jhenida requesting the District Board 
of Jessore to start relief works in the subdivision. I do not know if 
any further testimony is necessary to show and prove to Government 
that there is prevalent acute distress in the subdivision of Jhenida. It 
being thus plain that acute distress is prevalent in at least three out of 
five subdivisions of Jessore, I think it is incumbent on Government to 
come to the rescue of the people. T do not know the attitude of Govern- 
ment so far us the people stricken by this distress is concerned, but 1 
am sure if relief be not forthcoming in proper measure and in time, 
disastrous consequences will follow. I myself have visited some of 
these localities, and people in large numbers approached me requesting 
to start relief works even at a very low rate, because they cannot 
be expected to do skilled labour. Sir, only recently I got a request 
from the Subdivisional Officer of Narail, asking me to start relief 
work in various places in the subdivision in additirAi to the places 
where we have already started relief work. There is no money avail- 
able from the distrift funds for the purpose, and I appeal to the 
Hon’ble Member in charge to consider this matter very carefully. 
These are the requisitions coming not from the people, but these are 
requisitions comi ug from Government officials themselves. We are 
helpless. We are trying our best to do whatever lies in our power^ 
without sufficient funds at our disposal. It has become almost 
impossible for us to render any help to these^eople who are suffering* 
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Then there is the other thing. It is not this famine alone that is 
troubling the people. On the top of this there is cattle disease pre- 
valent, with the result that the cultivators have practically lost all 
their cattle. Recently we had to requisition officers from the Veterinary 
Department for the treatment of the cattle. In some parts it is not 
practically the disease which is the cause of destruction of the cattle, 
but the want of fodder that is telling upon the health of the cattle, 
and that is the principal reason for the carrying away of so many 
cattle and many villages have been without cattle. I do not want to 
take up much time of the Council, but I want only to emphasise that 
if this state of things continue, there will be untold disaster, and I 
only pray that the Government will take-up the matter in right earnest. 
Famine or no famine, I only want the Government to consider whether 
it is proper under the circumstances to issue certificates for the realisa- 
tion of rents due to the landlords, and these arguments apply equally 
to the estates under the Court of Wards. 

With these words I support the motion moved by my friend Maulvi 
Syed Majid Baksh. 


Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Naahipur: 

Mr. President, Sir, 1 have every sympathy with the motion that has 
just been moved by my fiiend Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh, but I do not 
agree with him when he says that the certificate procedure should be 
stopped altogether for distress. Sir, I have no personal knowledge of 
the conditions in Jessore, but from the newspapers and from the 
speeches I have heard just now I can visualise and gather that there 
is an ncute distress. It is the duty of Government to see that relief 
work be given at once. The relief work can be done in two ways — first 
is to stop the certificate procedure altogether and the second is to issue 
certificates cautiously. I think, to my mind, the second procedure is 
the wisest course to follow. The stopping of certificate procedure may 
relieve these people temporarily, but they will be put to hardship later 
on when full money will be demanded. On the other liand, if the 
certificate be issued only sparingly and with caution, the people who 
are really in distress will get the relief by paying the rent to the extent 
they are able to meet, and it will be a great relief to the persons for 
whom the certificate is issued. The certificate should be issued 
at tta convenience of both parties. It should not be issued indis- 
criminately without paying careful consideratioif to the condition of 
the tenants. 

As regards the zemindars, I do not know how many of them have 
the privilege to realise rent by certificate procedure. You must also 
f realise that the zemindars have to meet the revenue and they have to 
pay regularly. For that reason I think it is quite reasonable that 
rent should be realised b f certificate procedure to. the extent the tenants 
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are able to pay so as to meet the revenue.. This can be done by 
instalments. 

With these words I beg to support the motion with the necessary 
qualifications I have outlined and the same remarks should apply to 
the estates under the O^urt of Wards. 

Raj Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: Mr. President, Sir, I rise 
to support the motion moved by my hon’ble friend. I admit that the 
certificate procedure is a speedy remedy which is essential for the realisa* 
tion of Government dues. It is essential that certificates should be 
issued for the realisation of demands under the Public Demands Recovery 
Act and other Acts, but at the game time it is very essential that it should 
be sparingly issued during the time of distress and hardship. It it 
laid down by the Hon ’hie Member, Board of Ucveuue, that experienced 
officers available in a district should be in charge of the Certificate 
Detriment, but our experience shows that it is honoured more in the 
breach than in the observance. Very often officers are entrusted with 
the duties of this department who are still of opinion that promotion goes 
with conviction. Therefore, agreeing with my hon’ble friend ltaju 
Bahadur of Nashipur, I think that the certificate procedure should he 
adopted sjairingly, and it should be in the hands of experienced officers. 
My hon’ble friend has observed that there should las cessation of certi- 
ficate for the present, and I may only add that there should be cessa- 
tion of certificates where persons are suffering as in Jessore and Chitta- 
gong. We, in Chittagong. have not only famine and 
distress, but we have another difficulty in addition, and 
that is the collective fine. The first we pay from what 
we have hoarded, though we ore hulf-famished and half-starved ; Hie 
second amount we pay by pledging the ornaments of our wives and 
children; the third amount we pay with the help of the Hon'ble 
Minister by taking loans from the urban bank. Therefore, my prayer 
is that the certificate procedure should be sparingly used. My otlior 
submission is that it should be in the hands of officers who understand 
their duties. I can give instances where its use led to trouble. There 
was a fine of Rs. 2 and afterwards it increased to Rs. 16. The widowed 
mother might have seen the peon who went to serve the process and she 
approached the Circle Officer for redress. The officer replied with the 
sweet word “No.” Therefore, I submit, it should be Jeft to the option 
of Government that the certificate procedure should be sparingly used 
and it should be in^he hands of experienced officers. With these few 
words H>eg to commend the motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASU: Sir, I rise to support the motion 
moved by my friend Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh. After the firsthand 
information we have had from the Cliairman of the District Board o£ 
Jessbre, Maulvi Nausher Ali, I do not think there is any person in 
this House who will, have any hesitation iif supporting this motion. 
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Speaking, as I do, after the inhabitants and residents of Jessore and 
as an inhabitant of Jessore myself, I feel strengthened in the hope that 
the Government will lose no time in accepting the recommendation 
made in this motion especially when, by God’s grace, the department 
is now in the hands of another inhabitant of Jessore. Sir, J am quite 
sure that it is an accident no doubt, but an accident of good omen 
for the poor stricken district that the circumstances should be so. Sir, 
so far as I have been able to gather from the speech of my friend the 
Eaja Bahadur of Nashipur I understand that he is very anxious that 
the certificate procedure should be suspended and that the revenue of 
the landlords should he made payable to them by the tenants by the 
certificate procedure, and after that the certificate procedure may he 
put a stop to. I need not stop here to characterise a declaration of 
that description which really makes me sad to think that at this time 
of the year even a landlord member of the Council should get up and 
make a suggestion of that description. I am extremely sad that the 
Kaja Bahadur should make a callous suggestion of that sort. I need 
not waste the time of the Council over this resolution, and I hope that 
tlie resolution will he accepted by the Government. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Mr. President, Sir, I rise 
in support of the motion just moved. There cannot he any doubt that 
famine conditions prevail in some parts of the district of Jessore. It is 
high time for Government to adopt relief measure* which are urgently 
needed. We have just heard from the Chairman of t he Jessore Dis- 
trict Board that the funds of the Board can hardly cope with t he 
enormity of the distress which prevails there. It is the primary duty 
of Government to save the people from starvation. The people are on 
the verge of starvation and relief measures should at once be taken up 
by the Government. 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: Sir, there is no 
difference of opinion between the members of the House who have 
spoken and Government as regards the prevalence of actual distiess 
in the district of Jessore. So far as the subdivision of Jhenida is 
concerned, I am informed that in some parts of it the distress is very 
aeute. There is no difference of opinion between the Government 
and the members who have taken part in this debate about this. The 
word •“famine” has got a technical meaning under the Famine Code 
and so far as the Code goes, it can he said with ti certain amount of 
certainty that there is no actual famine in Jessore. But be that as it 
may, that is more or less academic. There is some distress and Gov- 
ernment has sanctioned agricultural loan to the extent of Rs. 49 , 500 , 
and they have also sanctioned a gratuitous relief in the affected area. 
*The Managers of the Court of Wards Estates have been asked not to 
file any certificate proceedings in the affected .areas, and certificate 
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officers have been directed not to execute warrants and attachments 
against indigent persons, and tenants agreeing to pay rents of one year 
at least have been granted remissions of interest. Instructions to that 
effect have been issued. Hon'ble members must also be aware that a 
certificate is filed only in respect of the amount which has become due 
and which is going to*be barred at the option of the landlord. If 
certificate proceedings are stopped wholesale, then it is the tenants who 
will suffer in the long run, because landlords will not stay their cases, 
but will institute suits not only for the amount which is going to be 
barred but for the entire amount of arrears, and that amount will 
include the amount due for four years. In these circumstances, Gov- 
ernment have thought it right to issue general instructions to certi- 
ficate officers to be very careful in the execution of warrants and 
attachments and to proceed in a careful manner, having regard to the 
situation with which they are confronted. The case will be kept under 
observation. As a matter of fact, the entire situation is being observed 
daily by an experienced office!, and the matter will be under the close 
observation of the department and everything that is possible to alle- 
viate the distress will be done — as a matter of fact is being done and 
will Ih> done. That is all I need say on this motion, and having regard 
to the explanation which l have given, I trust it will not be necessary 
to proceed to a division. We are doing our very best and if I muy 
utter a single word striking a personal note, the matter has been 
constantly before me ever since 1 assumed charge of my present office. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: On a point of information. Sir. 
May I know whether this consideration applies to Jhenida as welly 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: To any affected 
area where there is distress. 

Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh’s motion was then, by leave of the House, 
withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We can have one discussion on motions 
Nos. 9,* 10, 18 and ‘>0. All these deal with the certificate establish- 
ment. 

Kill EMDADUL HOQUE: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,10,000 under the head “5A— Land revenue— Charges of adminis- 
tration — Certificate establishment*’ be refused. • 

Sir, the department is maintained for the recovery of demands 
under the Public Recovery of Demands Act. Now the main object 
of this is perhaps, as far as I can see, not a punitive measure, but 
it is a measure which, if the judgment-debtors do not pay their dues 
negligently, will have to be adopted. But here we find that in the, 
administration of this Public Recovery of Demands Act the principle 
is not strictly adhered to 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you moved both your motions Nos. 9 
and 18? 

Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: I also beg to move that the demand 
of Its. 1,10,000 under the head “5 A — Lai*d revenue — Charges of 
administration — Certificate establishment” be reduced by Re. 1. 

My |K>int is, Sir, that if the Government admits that there is 
acute distress in the country, is this the proper time for realising 
the decretal amount* by certificate procedure? The tenants are not in 
a position to pay decretal amounts. Why? Because the outcome of 
their produce is not sufficient even to meet the cultivation cost, not 
to speak of paying anything towards their dues to their creditors. 
Now the certificate procedure is also instituted with great hardship on 
the poor people in the way in which it is being administered. I find 
that in Kurigram subdivision certificates are being issued at the 
instance of the Oossimlmar Raj Ward Estate. Here we find that on 
the 15th of February, 1934, there were too many sales from as many 
us 16 certificate (-uses. I may give the number here. In 1931-32 — 
Nos. 489, 472, 490, 468, 355, 465, 320, 585, 611, 38, 494 and 910; and 
in 1932-33 — Nos. 373, 152, 387 und 124. In each of these cases the 
sale proclamation was issued and the value of the property to be sold 
was stated there. But you will he surprised to hear that each of these 
holdings was sold for 3 pies. In the case No. 489 it is set out in the 
iitahar that the value of the propel ty is Rs. 310 and that was the 
value given by the person in whose interest the property was sold, but 
it was sold for 3 pies. In each case where the value of the property 
was Rs. 25 and where it exceeded even Rs. 400, it was sold for 3 pies. 
In all these cases the total valuation was Rs. 1,860, hut all of them 
were sold for only annas 4. Just fancy the thing! I do not see any 
reason why each of the properties was not sold according to the value 
set out in the sale istahar and why was it sold to the certificate-holder 
for such a paltry sum. The certificate-holder purchased all the pro- 
perties, the total value of which was Rs. 1,860, at only 4 annas. In 
wdiat a peculiar position the judgment-debtors have been placed! They 
are not in a position to have their properties back as they passed out 
from their hands, but at the same time their debts will be hanging 
like halters roufd their necks. Why did the certificate-holders and 
for the matter of that the Certificate Officer deceive the bidders? 
Several bidders would have come, but as they *found in Jhe sale 
proclamations that the prices set out there were Rs. 310, Rs. 360, etc., 
they naturally thought that the prices were too much for them to bid 
and, therefore, they did not turn up at the sale centre. ftad it been 
known that the property would be had cheap, many purchasers would 
%ave come. Now just fancy the thing that for 3 pies a man lost his 
property worth Rs, 300 or so. It is a great hardship and this is the 
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w*y in which the administration of the Public Recovery of the Demands 
dot is being carried on generally. So I have moved these amendments 
t-imply to see that Government may take such measures that this sort 
of thing may not continue in future. 

Mr, R. MAITI: Sir, f l>eg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,10,000 
under the head “5A — Charges of administration — Certificate establish* 
ment” be refused. 

Sir, the object of my moving this motion is to draw the attention 
of the Government to the procedure adopted by the Certificate Officers 
in realisation of the dues unt|er the Public Demauds Recovery Act. 
Sir. every one of us knows that the provisions of this Act um very 
oppressive in their nature and operate very harshly on the people, 
especially at 3 time when all of them have t>een suffering a great deal 
from the acute economic distress prevailing all round. Sir, it is 
admuted on all hands that the prices of the main agricultural products 
of this country, n:. f jute and rice, have gone down to a very low level 
and as such, the miseries and distiess of the people know no bounds. 
But, Sir, in spite of such condition prevailing in the country, Govern- 
ment have not cared to feel for the people at all. Their engine of 
oppression is working at the same rate as it used to do in the days 
when the condition of the country was somewhat prosperous. Sir, they 
have not lessened their activities in realising their*dues from the people 
by the oppressive operation of the provisions of the Public Demands 
Recovery Act. All the rigours of the law are still there and the oppres- 
sion thus committed has brought many families to the verge of ruin. 
Unless Government comes to their rescue, many people will soon reuse 
to exist on the face of the earth. Sir, it is the duty of every State 
to protect the people from dire distress, hut it is most astonishing that 
our Government have not yet thought fit to take any step in this 
direction. 

Sir, there is another aspect of the situation to which I would like 
the Government to pay their serious attention. This is in respect of 
a set of co-share judgment-debtors under a certificate issued. Sir, 
though I know that all the judgment-debtors are jointly and severally 
liable for the entire demand, still I maintain that it is a great hard- 
ship imposed if one of them is made to pay the whole amount without 
making any attempt for realising the dues from others according to 
their respective share*. It stands to no reason that one alone would 
be made liable for the entire demand when there are actually several 
others who are also to pay. There are cases even where a Government 
servant happen* to be one of the judgment-debtors; his pay is attached 
for the entire dues, while others are not touched at oil, though they 
are i# a position to pay their shares. Poor clerks are thus being 9 
harassed every year in this way. • 



48 * DEMAND FOE GRANT. [12th Mai., 

But, Sir, I know of a personal case of mine in which a body warrant 
%as issued against me, after I had paid my own share to the extlht 
of about Rs. 800. Sir, no attempt was at all made for realising the 
remaining dues from other co-sharers who were also well-off in circum- 
atances before the aforesaid body warrant was issued against me. Even 
if they wanted to proceed against me alone for after I have paid my 
own share, they did not consider it necessary to issue the distress 
warrant in the first instance. This is, Sir, nothing but a zpolum m 
the part of the Certificate Officers. This conduct on the part of the 
Government servant leads me to think that they had to indulge in this 
sort of abnormal procedure out of some motive evidently with a view 
to harass me in all possible ways, i know, Sir, what the Hon'bJe 
Member will say. His reply would probably be that the law' on the 
point does not prevent the officers from taking such steps. This is a 
soit of law none of us can support. But I submit, Sir, it ought to 
be the duty of the Government in the circumstances to amend the law 
on the point. So long as this is not done, the Government ought to 
issue a circular to the officers concerned directing them to exempt those 
who have paid their own shares of the dues from the operations of the 
present law* and to proceed against those alone who have not paid up 
their shares. This is a very reasonable proposal to which, I think, the 
Government would have no objection. 

Again, Sir, as I ^ have already said before, the Government have 
not been slow in the rigorous application of this Act for the realisation 
of their dues, though the people have been hard hit by the prevailing 
economic distress in the country. 1 would appeal to the Government 
for issuing another circular directing the authorities concerned not to 
realise the dues from the people l»y certificate procedure till better 
times prevail in the country. 

With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: Mr. President, Sir, 
it is not possible to direct the abolition of the entire certificate depart- 
ment. The hon’hle member who has started the discussion moved it 
in 1982 and u1h> in 19 ‘id and on each occasion the facte were explained 
by the then Hon’ble Member in charge of Land Revenue. On the last 
occasion the Hdn’ble Member in charge stated that if any definite case 
were brought to the notice of Government, Government as well as the 
Board of Revenue would take up the matter ami inquire iitfo all the 
attendant circumstances thoroughly. Since then I have made inquiries 
and I find that no such case has been brought to the notice of Govern- 
ment. The certificate establishment is maintained not only for the 
r recovery of revenue but for the recovery of all manner of public 
demands under the Public Demands Recovery Act. In a few instances, 
landlords have been given the privilege of realising their rents by die 
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twe <*f the certificate procedure. District hoards, court of wards and 
Ikat mahal estates have been given the privilege of realising theif 
dues by the use of certificate procedure. If the certificate establishment 
is abolished, the whole murhinen will be thrown out of gear. So I 
am definitely against the total abolition of the certificate establishment, 
and I observe that it & not suggested as to what should be put in 
its pl&ce. As regards the collection of dues under the certificate 
procedure, undue stringency in the collection of dues is discouraged and 
is not made out in actual practice. The Bourd has heeu instructed to 
issue orders that undu# rigour is not to he observed in the issue of 
certificates, and every effort is l>eing made and will Ik* made to soften 
the rigours of the law in the ^Hitter of the certificate procedure. Only 
landlords who have kept up the iccords-of-i ights up to date and the 
tenants' registers, they have In-ea granted the privilege of issuing 
certificates. There are rules on the subject, and it ts only when strict 
compliance has been observed with those rules that this privilege has 
been granted. It is not possible to discriminate between one zenvttuUir 
and another, but where the rules have l>een olwerved by the zemindar 
and where the tenants' registers have been kept up, it is only there 
that the privilege has been allowed. In I lie case of these landlords 
prompt gianting of lent receipts is absolutely essential. * I may mention 
that the realisation of alnrnb.i is strictly prohibited. The conrol of 
Government in lespect of proceedings under the certificate procedure 
remains intact. If there is any irregularity or if there is anything in 
the nature of biiherv and corruption and if this is brought to the notice 
of Government in the proper manner, Government will at once inquire 
into the matter. As regards what has been mentioned by Mr. Maiti 
regarding the iealisition of dues under the certificate procedure against 
eo-shnierH, the i emetic lie*, in the hands of the co-nhureis So long as 
there is joint ami several liability, the procedure instanced by the 
hon'hle memhei oectns all over the world. If there are foui co-sharers 
and one m-shaiei in blessed with the sufficiency of the world's goods, 
natuiallv the (Vitihiate Offi« er like any other creditor who has got to 
realise his dues goes to him first and tiies to realise the entire amount 
from him As I have said, the jeinedy lies rn tin* hands of the 
co-shareis. It they succeed m getting separate accounts opened, there 
is no chance of the entire amount under the certificate procedure being 
realised from one particulai co-sharer. I commend t*r the contli u rent 
the advisability of having separate accounts opened. (A voice: “\Vhal 
about those cases wh<*can»ot pay?)" As a matter of fuct, the question 
asked carries its own answer, but if any answer is required, I would 
say that there are provisions in t^e Public Demands Recovery Act 
under which cases like this can be brought to the notice of the autho- 
rities and relief obtained. I have known of such instances and I have 
known also how relief has Wn obtained and is obtained. 

The three motion-* were then put and lost.* 
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MilllW TAM IZUDDIN KHAN: I beg to move that the demand of* 
£h. 1,10,000 under the head “5A— Charges of administration— Certifi- 
cate establishment” be reduced by Us. 100 (undesirability of a too free* 
investment of zemmjarg with powers of certificate). 

My object here is to draw the attention of Government 
undesirability of a too free investment of zefhirulars with jrowers of 
certificate. Under the new Bengal Tenancy Act if a landlord applies 
for the application of the <*ertificate procedure in respect of realisation 
of rents through the Collector in a district where the records-df-rigtrts 
have been prepared, then the Government has to aUfrw that application 
on certain conditions. It is the misuse that is being made of this 
section to which I want to draw the $#pntion of the Hon’ble Member 
in charge. I must say here that it is never my intention that a 
zemindar should not get his proper dues. Zemindars in these days are 
surely in difficult circumstances and if conditions do not improve, many 
of the existing ze mind ones are sure to change hands within a short 
time. The present generation of zemindars will in that case hardly 
exist. Therefore, 1 have every sympathy with the zemindars in their 
difficulties. I am against the zemuulan system continuing in this 
couutrv, but so long us that system exists, the zemindars must he 
given their prqper dues and the certificate procedure may be applied 
in some cases, so that they may gel their dues in a more summary way. 
But if you look at the condition of tenants, it will be plain that most 
of them are altogether unable to pay their ordinary' dues under the 
present circumstances. The whole situation is a complicated one and 
I think the position of Government is not very easy. T quite realise 
that. But is it proper that Government should encourage an unrestricted 
application of the procedure which is bound to bring distress on the 
tenants? In the province of Madias only about two months ago, 1 
saw' in the newspapers that the Government remitted the rents of the 
tenants to a large extent. Other Governments have also followed suit 
excepting our Government, so far as this matter is concerned. So far 
as khas maiuil tenants are concerned, our Government have thought fit 
to increase the rents even under the present circumstances. However, 
that is not the subject matter of the present motion. Again, zemindars 
are too freely applying for the application of the certificate procedure 
and Government under the piesent law have to allow such application. 
But Government can lay down certain conditions on which those 
applications can be allowed, and here Government can make those con- 
ditions a little more stringent so that zemindars n**y not get the powers 
so easily as they are getting now. It is the distress of the tenants that 
is causing distress to the Government as well as to zemindars. The 
tenants are the actual producers of the country’s wealth and, therefore, 
every attempt should lie made to see that they are not harassed and 
C oppressed in any way. 1 feel the difficulty and I only wish that 
Government should do everything possible to see that the distress of 
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the tenants may be alleviated to a certain extent and that their hold- 
ings and cattle may not be sold away in summary sales in the way 
that is being done in the mufatsal nowadays. . 

With these words I commend my motion to *fce acceptance of tho 

TfoasaT 

* <Tbe Council was then adjourned for Ub minutes.) 

, (After adjournment.) 

^ * Hr- 

Raja Bahadur BJdUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA of Nathipur: 

At the outset I must express my best thanks to my friend Maulvi 
Tamiauddin Khan for show iitft aympathy towards the lemmdan in the 
matter of realisation of rent, but I am sorry 1 have to oppose his 
motion for the reasons I shall justly mention. Sir, the object of the 
motion, it will appear, is the undesirability ot a too free investment 
of zemindars with powers of certificate. 1 do not understand, Sir, 
what he means by “ zemindars" here, whether zemindars who come 
directly under Government or the landlord as a class. Certificate 
procedure is granted not only to the zemindar# who uie directly under 
Government, that is, to those zemindars who pay revenue to Govern- 
ment, but to those also who do not pay i even lie to (jpveriiinenl but 
those who pa\ rents# to their superioi landlords. As regards the 
zemindars u ho directly under Government, I find from the last 
Administration Report of Government that there ure 197,0(10 revenue- 
paying states If I assume lightly, and if tenancy lie taken into 
account, at lea>t tlieie a?.* S> lakhs of tenancies altogether in Bengal. 
Now, out of these ‘J'i lakhs of landholders only •T2 estates have the 
privilege of realising rent h\ the certificate procedure under section 
J58A of the Bengal Tetiam y Act Do you think, Sir, that if only 
d2 persons have the privilege of realising their rents by certificate 
prtxedure out ot this huge number of estates, their number is too much 
for the purpose}' I think it is very insignificant. This privilege should 
lie extended to more private persons instead of restricting it to few. 
Apart frpm this, with regal d to the principle of certificate procedure, 
I am of opinion that this procedure is for the benefit of the tenants. 
From my personal expenence 1 can say that tenant^ who pay rent by 
certificate procedure do feel more comfortable than those who pay rent 
through rent suits. It must fie agreed that it is mole difficult to realise 
rent through the civil comt and it must ulso be admitted, specially at 
the present time, tha* in 99 per rent, of execution cases the land has 
become Jchas and the tenants have been deprived of their holdings. 
Whereas in certificate cases I caa (MM ure the House, from my own 
experience, that I do not find that more than 1 per rent, of land has 
become khas. Whether to deprive the tenants of their holdings would 
be a good policy or to keep their holdings intact would be a better one, 
it is for the House to consider. As regards srent suits, it has been 
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found that it takes about 5 to fi years to realise retit by this procedure. 
It is known to the House that during this period tenants do enjoy their 
land as rent-free and thus get temporary relief. Hut would it not be 
a dangerous policy to allow them to use the land without paying any- 
thing rathai than to pay their dues and have the land intae^iyith- 
them? Sir, those who advocate this policy of ‘allowing the tenants to 
enjoy their land for a certain number of years withouf paying any 
rent are, in my humble opinion, not their friends but their enemies. 
As regards the procedure there is practically no difference. fly th.> 
certificate procedure speedy realisation of rent cjyl* be collected and 
thgre is the difference. In other respects, notices Have to be sent and 
times aie allowed as in the civil court. r . It is not a fact that as soon 
as a requisition is filed, distress warrant is issued, or the holdings are 
attached, but times are invariably granted. I find that in my estates 
ul>out six to seven months’ time was granted and part payment was 
accepted. So, by certificate procedure, the tenants are in no way 
being harassed; on the othei hand, they do enjoy eeitain advantages 
and are benefited. 

By \\a\ oi illustration, 1 may add, that the cost in certificate 
piocedure is much less than that ot the civil court Here no cost for 
vii/nlnt ntnna has to he paid, no cost foi pleader lias been entered in the 
derive. In <i\il couits, in lent suits, the cost was sometimes more 
than tin* demand itself. This is anothei disadvantage for the 
■ tenants. In the long run they air* benefited in every wa>. Sir, I 
have heard some tenants expressing great satisfaction in this method. 

1 hey said that 1 lie former method of rent siiil> was Millions to them. 
\V 7 ith these words I beg to oppose the motion. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I am afraid my friend 
the Raja Bahadur of Nashipur has thoroughly misundei stood the scope 
of this motion. As n»\ friend Maulvi Tnmizuddin Khan made it 
absolutely clear, we do not ip this motion at all say that the certificate 
power is had ot that derfifieate power should not he given where the 
Government is fully satisfied that this power ought to he given. But 
the motion intends to draw the attention of Government that at a time 
when there is economic distress in the country this .power, so far as 
private landlords are concerned, should be exercised with a certain 
amount of caution. It is only in that spirit and also to make the 
Government recognise that if ceitificate powers are given to the land- 
lords and otheis, economic distress should he recognised at a time 
when sales of estates take place and also at a time when th?se certi- 
ficate notices are issued, that this motion has been moved There is 
no doubt that Government itself recognises in its own Administration 
Report about the serious conditions of the tenantry in Bengal, and you 
will notice, Sir, that ii* the Administration Regprf, apart from the 
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economic distress, the natural calamities which have befallen Hengfti 
during the lust two or three years have ulso been recoguised. These 
are the twd features to which I wouhl draw the attention of Govern* 
Tn.*nt, and we feel that certain steps ought to he taken by Government, 
especially at the time t|Tien certificates are issued. Sir, 1 find that in 
the year I9l|8-29 the total number of certificate cases instituted was 
roughly about 66,000* in the year 1927-28, the total number of ccrti* 
ficate cases instituted was 66,277. Coming to the same Administration 
Report for the year 1932-33 (as figures are not available for later 
years), I find thattro number has increased this yeur to 143, 117. I may 
draw attention of Government to this fact again that while the nunfter 
has increased from 66,000 to*143,117, our attitude, however, is not to 
tjuarrel with the number, but purely to draw the attention of Govern- 
ment that certificates should not be allowed to lx* issued without a 
good deal of caution. Steps have been taken h\ Government to see 
that the landlords’ estates are as far as possible not sold. Siiuiiat 
things should he done in certificate cases. I have personally seen 
that cattle ur. 1 being sold for He. 1, IN. 2 and even annas 8 each. It 
ha* also been experienced that in difficult times proper purchasers art* 
not available. At* present, under the certificate procedure, unfor- 
tunately there has been no definite instruction issued ih> far as private 
landlords are cou^rned, partly because it is the option of the private 
landlords and partly because the Revenue Department really take 
greater interest in other certificates than in certificates by private* 
persons. Sir, 1 am drawing attention to this for the simple reason 
that 1 find that in the Administration INjxut for the same year the 
fact that there was economic distress has not been recognised in so tai 
as the tenantry are concerned. On the other hand, you will notice 
that in the same Administration Report Government says that steps 
are being taken to expedite the certificate cases. When the eeonomh 
distress is admittedly there. 1 think this power should b.» exercised 
cautiously, as far as possible, and either by moral putsuasion, if 
frossible, or by vesting the (oiler tors with powers to extend the time 
in the Areas affected; relief should be given. That i*. the reason, Sir, 
why we feel that in exercise of this power by the :tHiun<htr,< a certain 
amount of eautipn should he taken, and when < ertifbates are granted, 
further action is necessary M> that the tenants' holdings may not lx* 
transferred. It will be noticed from the same administration report 
that the number of jralea have increased. With a vi.*w to finding out 
whetherdt could be restricted, I have supported the motion as a matter 
of principle. I wish to make it dear that it is not my intention to 
stand in the wav of an\ reasonable solution of the diffieultv. 


The Hoft’Me Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: Mr. President,# 
Sir, I indicated atjm earlier stage that in rases where landlords have 
been granted the pfjvjjege of realising their jfues by th* certificate 
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jfrocedure Government il not entirely helpless, for they retain tha 
control* of the proceedings and It is qnly in those instances where the 
rules have been complied with that the landlords are entitled to realise 
their rents by the use of the certificate procedure. In the first place, 
there* must have been a reconJ-oLrights. In* the second place, the 
tenants'* register murft. have been kept up to date. In the third place, 
it is only in those instances whete there haft beeir a system of granting 
receipts to the tenants when they pay, the privilege has been allowed; 
and this privilege is liable to be withdrawn as spqn as it is brought 
ho the notice of the Government that any landlord Vho htfs resorted to 
thf certificate procedure has departed from tfie spirit of the rules. In 
the fourth place, we shalHlo all we can to instil info the minds of those 
landlords who have been granted the privilege of* using the certificate 
procedure to be very cautious and to be moderate, that is to say to 
exercise their powers with moderation. There is a trite paying that 
greater the power the mole careful must be the exercise of that power. 
That was said, I am reminded at the moment, nearly two centuries ago 
b\ u noted exponent of the Law, ci:. t the late laird .Mansfield ; and in 
the law courts this is one of the first principles we follow: that the 
greater your power the more cautious must l>e the exercise of that 
powei, uud I feel sure that if these landlords are made acquainted 
with this view of the Government, they will shape their policy in 
accordance with these views. So far as Government is concerned, it 
will keep a watchful eye upon the exercise of this privilege by* the 
landlords, and if there is any instance of harsh use or misuse of this 
privilege Government will no doubt step in. because Government 
retain the power of control. 


The motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 


Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
the demand of Its. 1,10,000 under the head “5A — Charges of adminis- 
tration — Certificate establishment” lie reduced by Rs. 100. 

The hon’ble memWr spoke in Bengali in support of his motion. 
The following is a translation of his speech i — 

Sir, in most cases the defaulters have no previous information about 
the certificates issued against them. But as soon as j\ certificate is 
served on a defaulter, he has to j»ay an extfa daily fee of 12 annas. In 
case the defaulters happen to hail from different villages, the extra 
fee of 12 annas is charged on each one of the villages severally. Thus 
it lias Wen found that for an original demand of 2 or 4 annas only 
nearly Its. 4 or Its. 5 are realised by Government in the shape of 
daily fees. This has been t he case with large numbers of certificate 
^demands in Chittagong. In many cases of estates jointly owned by 
sevefal co-shareis. some small dues in demands are left unpaid either 
through the negligence of any one of the co-sharers or that of th$tf 
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officers with the result that a large sum |iaa»V> he paid in by way at 
penalty. -In these circujnstancos it appears that if before issuing certi- 
ficates post&rds are chopped to the defaulters informing them of the 
amounts due, the tank of realizing Government demands will he much 
simplified, as also, unnecessary wasteJ'ot time and money will he avoided. 
The postcard system has been introduced in tliu^e zt'mtiufon estates 
which are authorized, to issue certificates. I also moved this matter 
in the Council last year. Rut the then Revenue Member informed the 
House that postcards T *ised to he dropped in those cases where any 
alteration wa# made in the fixed rate of demand. Rut as a result of 
my personal inquiry v I. have <*ome to know that even in these capes 
no use is luade of postcards. ^\s for instance, there was a 10 per rrni . 
deduction in the fixed rate of cess last year, thus necessitating A whole- 
sale change in the figures representing the amounts of t^ess dues. Rut 
no postcard’ was dropped by Government in connection with the collec- 
tion of cesses and the rents of estates. 

Thd HoifMe Sir CHARU^CH UNDER CH08E: Mr. President, 
Sir, 1 oppose this motion. As a matter of fact, there are elaborate 
rules for the issue of post-cards, and it is not understood wh\ these 
rules ha\e not been observed. As regal ds mol/mluint whMi, I under- 
stand, means caretaker for landft, the complaint u without- founda- 
tion The lion 'hie member moved similar motions in 1932 and 1933, 
and on each occasion the Hon’ble Member then in charge of the 
Revenue Department stated the facts as clearly and fully as possible, 
and I may remind the hon’ble member that on the last occasion the 
late Sir l\ C Mitter staled that if any specific case wus brought to 
the notice ot Government, he would take the necessary action. No 
such jase was brought to the notice of the Government. As I have 
already said. Sir, there are elaborate rules tor the issue of jawt-cards 
and there is no reason to suppose that the officers 

(The time-limit tor the discussion of the I*and Revenue demand 
was reached at this stage.* 

Haji*Radi Ahmed Chowdhuiy's motion was put and lost. 

The main deirtand was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Excise 
Department has given me to understand that he does not wish to make 
a start to-night fufr £he simple reason that he will have only five 
minutes \ Apeak. I think that his request is a reasonable one. I, 
^therefore, adjourn the Council till 3 p.rn. to-morrow. 

Adjournment 

The Council adjourned till 3 p.m, on Tuesday, the 13ih March, 
19*4, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding! of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber, in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 13th March, 1934, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chau- 
hiiuri, kt., of Xantosh), in the (’hair, thb four Hon’ble Members of the 
Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 113 nominated 
and elected members. •’ 


% 

Oath or affirmation. 

The following member made an oath Qr affirmation of bis allegiance 
to the Crown: — 

Mr. T. A. Currie. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Auditors and Inspectors in the Co-operative Department. 

•110. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : Will the Hon’ble 
Minister m charge <d the Agriculture (Co-operative) Department be 
pleased to state 

(il the present number of — 

(11 Inspectors, and 
(2) Auditors; and 

(ii) how many of them are Muhammadans? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'bte Nawab K. C. M. Faroqui, Khan Bahadur) | («1 The present 
^number of (1) Inspectors — 84. (2) Auditors — 241. 

(it) Inspectors — 34. ‘Auditors — 101. 
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Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLlCK: 4 Wheti w%s» the last batch 
of appointments made? 

The Hon’ble Nawab K# G. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Three or 
four months ago. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: How many appointment* 
were then madeP 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: I want 

notice because these apjxiintments were made b\ the Registrar of Co- 
operative Societies. * 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIQK: Is it in the contemplation 
of the Government to make a ppoint merits in this department in the 
near future ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Not for 

the present . 

Maulvi ABDU8 8AM AD: Is the resjH'ct ability of the candidates 
referred to in (it) regarding the appointment of Muhammadans or their 
connection with Government services taken into consideration in making 
appointments? 

The Hon'ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: These 
appointment* are made by the Registrar on the result of an examination. 

Maulvi ABDU8 8AMAD: Is there an\ foundation m the idea which 
prevail" that most of the officers are from the Kastern Bengal districts 
and the claims of the Western Bengal Muhammadans were not given 
due consideration ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: 1 hnv* 
already said that these appointments are made by the Registrar as a 
result of an examination. I have nothing further to add to my reply. 


* Outbreak ef malaria in the Bagerhat subdivision. 

•111. Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: in) Is the Hon’ble Minister in- 
charge of the Locfcl Self-Government Department aware that an outbreak# 
of malignant malaria has recently caused numerous deaths in certain 
villages of the Bagerbat subdivision of the Khulna district? 
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^b) If the 4 tfisvver to (a) is in the affirmative, will the H6n’ble 
fillister be pleased to state — *4 ? 

(i)^whi'n Govern merit came to know of it j 

(id) what .measures were taken by the Public Health Department to 
deal with the epidemic and when they were taken; 

(Hi) what assistance the department has rendered to the district board 
; gjf Khu! ria in the matter; and 
' (ii>) bo w many deaths have occurred due to the outbreak? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL 8E4F-COVERNMENT DEPART- 
WENT (the Hon’ble. 8ir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Yes, but the 
returns show that the mortality was considerably less during the months 
of Septemlx'f, Octolrer*and November, 1933, than in the corresponding 
period for 1933. * 

(b) (i) the I)i rector of Public Health was informed of an outbreak 
by the Vice-Chairman of the district board on November 22nd. 

(//) and (hi) Quinine to t he value of Rs. 1,375 and Rs. 2, 350 had 
already ht#m supplied to the district Ixmrd and the Civil Surgeon respec- 
tively. After the receipt of the Vice-Chairman's report 20 lbs. of 
cinchona febrifuge powder was sent to the district board and a special 
supply of <|uinine to the value of Rs. 2. dot) w r as given to the Civil Sur- 
geon for distribution to the dispensaries. 

A sub-assistant surgeon was also deputed at once to the district to 
help the district hoard staff. 

(ir) The number of deaths registered in the subdivision as due to 
malaria during the months of September. October and November, 1933, 
wus 3H2. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM : With regard to (b) in) is the Hon’ble 
Ministei aware that before the Public Health Department rendered 
assistance which is enumerated here, several reminders had been sent to 
the department, and is lie also aware that a |ub-assistant surgeon was 
deputed to help an old gentleman whose time of retirement was due and 
be was not of much service? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: That is not the 

information of Government. I think his age waf only 49. 

Bibu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURC Considering the fact 
that the people are falling victims to malaria every yeaf find that quinine 
• is the only medicine effective in the ease of malaridT aH<T also that many 
people cannot afford to purchase quinine, does the Government con- 
template to distribute quinine free of coat? 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY:\do,not think it 

is possible in the present financial ^tate of the province. ^ 

Tenders foe Public Works Department worker 

*112. Maulvi MUHAMMAD H08SAIN: Will the H on' hie M inister 
in charge of the Public Works Department be pleased lo "'tphrirhcthar, 
it is a fact that, in main cases, lowest tenders of renowned contractors 
for the year 1933-'H were not accepted in the llakar^anj division for 
Public Works Department wo$ks? $ 

*4 ,<■ 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC WORM DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. Faroqui, Khan Bahadur) * (io\ eminent are 
informed that this ha> not In»en the pase except 4when theie have been 
adequate reasons for refusing the lowest tenders. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD H0S8AIN: Did the Hon'hle Minister lel.v 
on the information of the officer who refused the lowest tender* in hum-* 
injr his reply ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahaduri The 

officer always tfives the reasons for refusing the lowest tender and lie 
always satisfies himself as to the reasons. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question was whether or not your informa- 
tion is based on the rejmrt of the officer who refused the lowest tender 
or is it bused on other materials? 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: 1 have 

information also horn the local Public Works Dejwirtinent officers. 

} Maulvi SYED MAJIB BAK8H: In this purlieu lar case of refusal 
of the lowest tender what was the reason ^iven by th* officer for 
such a refusal? 

• • 

The Hpn’blo Naw* K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan BahRUur: I want 

notice of that. If the hon'hle member has any (Nirticular instance in 
his mind I should be very jrlud to answer him and clear the jx.int if he 
will only let me know aliout it. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Wl.at was the opinion of the 
officer who has supplied the information for this ^inswer? 
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..The Hon’ble Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: 1 want 

notice of the particular case with ref^nence to which the hon’ble member 
is seeking this information. 

Maulvi 86TED MAJID BAK8H: Notice for what I am asking for 
flefln#* information. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the Hon’ble Minister wants notice you cannot 
dispute that. 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: 1 want 

a specific case. The hon’ble member so far as I understand is referring 
to the general practice. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD H0S8AIN: Is it not a fact that some lowest 
tenders wpre accepted? 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: I have 
already answered that question. 


BUDGET GRANT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
FOR 193«5. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

6— Excise. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On the recom- 
mendation of llis Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. Ui.-Ui.b00 be granted for expenditure under the bead “G — Excise.” 

In placing the demand before the House 1 propose to give a brief 
returns of the excise policy of Government and the important adminis- 
trative and legislative measures taken in pursuance of that policy during 
the past year. Licensing Hoaids in Calcutta as well as in mufassal 
hav* functioned satisfactorily in maintaining strict control over the 
number and location of excise shops as also in regulating hours of ^ales 
in mufassal shops. 

The question of settlement of excise shops with women has come in 
for considerable criticism in this House in the past. On a careful con- 
sideration of all the aspects of this question, it has now been decided 
to prohibit the settlement of shops with women save in exceptional cir- 
cumstances and with the previous approval of the Excise Commissioner. 
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This restriction will not, however, apply in the case of hill women and 
women belonging to -aboriginal tribes in areas where there is a definite 
usage of the sale of excisuble articles by such women. 

The Bengal Opium Smoking Act hfts been brought into force 
throughout the whole of the province excepting the districts of Darjee- 
ling and Chittagong Hifl Tracts with effect.,from 1st June. 1933 A tfhd 

under the rules made thereunder the register of smokers will %e closed 
after a period of, one year and thereafter no other person shall be 
registered save in exceptional circumstances and with the Sanction of 
the Excise Commissioner. It is hoped that the strict enforcement of 
the Act will attain the ultimate object of stamping oufMh# vice ul 
opium smoking with the present generation of addicts. 

The Opium (Bengal Amendment) Act has been put i ut«> operation 
with effect from 1st March 1934. This has brought the opium law into 
greater conformity with modern requirements. Cutler the provision- 
of the Amending Act powers of investigation of offences and! of grunt- 
ing bail have been conferred on preventive officers of suitable standing 

1 explained in my budget speech last yeur that though the full in 
excise revenue was generally due to economic causes, the abnormal 
(!♦•« reuse in icvenue speeiullv from country spirit was none the less attii- 
hutable t<» an enormous increase in illicit distillation in a number of 
districts. The majority of the consumers of country spirit hefting to 
the classes who cannot afford to pay the prices which were fixed in the 
prosperous post-war vears under the fixed-fee system. They naturally 
want cheaper liquor. Consequently the manufacture and sale of con- 
traband liquor is being practised on an unprecedented scale part icuhirlv 
in Calcutta and in the Presidency and Burdwan Divisions. Tt was 
therefore imperatively necessary to take stringent measures to cope wilh 
<hi" evil which not only diminishes the excise revenues of Government 
but aKo leads to an increase of drunkenness among the people. While 
vigorous steps were taken during the u*ar to check* this evil h\ 
strengthening the preventive staff to which I shall refer again, it was 
recognised that the efforts of the excise staff in this direction were not 
likely to Ik* very effective unless the prices of licit liquor were reduced 
to some extent by a decrease in the rates of taxation. The Uovernments 
of the T'nited Provinces and Bihar and Grissa where illicit distillation 
was sinij]ar]\ rife, not only reduced the prices of country spirit in (hose 
provinces hut also safeguarded their revenues by re\ f erting to the auction 
system wffh h usually yields the maximum license fees. Befoie follow- 
ing the example of these two provinces, the Local Government decided 
on the advice of the Standing Committee on Excise to make an experi- 
ment in auction system in the districts of Midi) a pore. Bunkum, Bir- 
bhum. Jalpaiguri, Mymensingh and in the industrial areas of the dis- 
trict of Roughly. The prices of country spirit were reduced by about 
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25, per cent, while the shops were settled "by auction. In Tippera, tin 
experiment was tried of reducing the prices of country spirit to the eaw< 
extent while keeping to the fixed-fee system in order to ascertain wke 
ther the increase in license fefs would be equivalent to the loss of duty 

The results of the •foove experiment conducted duriitg the last yea] 
are at present under examination. 

As regards preventive work in the affected districts to deal with the 
enormous spread of illicit distillation the position is as follows: — 

In Calcutta, the number of cases detected by the regular staff rose 
to 1,077 in I lie first 10 months of the current year against 821 in the coi- 
responding period of last year. A special staff consisting of one Super- 
intendent, five Sub-Inspectors and about 30 peons was appointed about 
the end of September last to work directly under the supervision of the 
Commissioner of Excise. Fp to the end of January, this special staff 
detected 490 cases (in addition to the cases detected bv the regular staff) 
and seized 204 gallons of litjuor and 357 maunds of fermented wash. 
It is reported that as a result of this intensive preventive work illicit 
distillation has been checked to an appreciable extent in CaUmtfa and 
that there was an increase of Its. 71,414 in revenue in the month of 
Ta nuary last ns compared witli that of the corresponding month in the 
preceding year. 

Turning now to the budget estimate for excise revenue 1 Would* 
observe that it was fixed at Its. 1,39,00,000 for the current year but the 
progress of actual* indicate that this expectation is unlikely to be rea- 
lised and revised estimate has accordingly Wen placed at 

Its, 1 ,31 ,4*>,000. As already stated the decline i<v ultimately attri 
bistable to general economic depression. The experimental re-introduc- 
tion of the auction system in place of the fixed-fa^ 1 system in a few dis- 
tricts referred ta. above has, however, checked the tall to sonic extent. 
In tlie hope that there will be some slight improvement in the economif 
position, uer t year;* estimate is put at Its. 1,40,00,000. 

Adverting now to the expenditure side of the budget I would observe 
that the bud]Efet estimate for the current year was T?s. 17,05,000. This 
has been reducril to U*. 16,61,000 in the revised estimate mainly as a 
resuTt of rather drastic retrenchment which has been found possible, 
consistently with efficiency pi administration of life department, in pur- 
suance of the recommendations of the Bengal Hetrencjinent Committee. 
The Tlouse will observe that ii hes been possible to place the demand for 
next year at 4 Still jedaceif figure largely due to the same cause. 

Sir. with these wofds I now commend the motion for the acceptance 
of the House. r 
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Motions for reduction or refusal. 

* 

Mr # MUKUHDA SENARY MUtyCtf: That the demand of 
Rs. 43,600 under the'liead ‘tfiA. — Exciao <4tepeYintendence^Pay of 
officers” be reddfeed by Rs. 14*,400. - 4 * . 

Sir’ it is a purely economic question. \ r ou ^ill find, Sir, that 1 
brought forward a like motion year before last when 1 suggested |Jmt 
there was no necessity for two Deputy Commissioners of Excise one 4 ' of 
whom can be very easily retrenched. *The Ffoa'ble Minister was then 
pleased to say in repjv tjiat formerly there were three Deputy Tommis- 
sioners and following the recommendations of the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee of 1922, one of these posts had been^donO away with. He also 
said that two officers were necessary as one of tfcei%had belli in charge 
of distilleries and the other in charge of supervision of the district 
works. So these t^o posts were necessary and the Government could 
not effect anv more, retrenchment in that direction. 

* 0 17 

Now, Sir, ’if you consider how this Department of Excise has been 
administered thj| 0 e few years, you will End that the admin ist ration has 
suffiaf^d very ranch. The Ilon’ble the Finance Member told ps the 
other day in his opening speech on the*budget tha* there has been a Iohs 
of revenue to the extpnt of Rs. 95 lakhs under this head alone since 
1929-30. This might mOan one of the two things. Either it means 
thedepa|j|gieMf with its highly paid officers has been mismanaged where*, 
by’this loss of revenue has been caused, may mean thql the habits 
of the people of tlBa province have become, template a'ijd their 
patronage of this department has diminished. In the tint rase .the 
officers cniirefRed do not deserve any consideration for betttff retained in 
service; and in thd* second case there is no necessity nor any justification 
to retain such highly paid officials in service. Agam if you fook to ih^ 
figures v<m will find, fiir, *that in 1931-32, the actuals of expenditure 
under this head we^e R*. 39,847. # In 1932-3f*h tfley retired -3 officers 
under this head and budget estimates were Rs. 30,800 while the 
revised estimates were Rs. 38,400 and the actual# Wire Us. •JW’.OdfT. In 
1933-34 they required three officers attd the budget estimates were 
Rs. 36,100 while the revised estimates were Rs. 3tl600^, Jp the ensu- 
ing year 1934-35 they have budgeted for flaw# officer# £nde‘r thifMieid 
and the estimates are Rs. 43,800. In other word\, while we fif#R that 
from 1929 onwards thpre has n this fall T» fhe r^rnue under this 
head, shoeing (^arly that Hie activities of t|ia officers Itpve decreased 
thcir*expendjtun» in maintaining the staff has rVnsiffi»faR!>; im r^sejj. 

1 * vetture to think therefore that regfifl {peinar haJLtp ^e existing 
stringent financial condition of the pfOvince, (J^vejUibeat will be well"* 
advised to do away with at leaatf* opr of three highly paid officials # 
for w|otn there is no justification anymore. ✓ ' 
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If it is only* the question of supervision of«district works as the 
Hon’ble Minister said on that occasion I think it#s the Commissioner 
who can do this and I dare say he does this work. I hope, therefore, 
th^t, there should hot be any*hesitation on the part of the GoveAment 
to effect this economy, bf 'doing 1 away witluthis post. With these words, 
Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of this House. 

r/ ' 

pr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: I move that the demand of 
Hs. 1,29,000 under the h$ad*”fiA — Superintendence” Jbg. reduced by 
Its. 20,000 (retrenchment). 

Looking at the budget figures we have tried to find once more how 
to reduce the expenditure and thus to make up the deficit, if possible. 
♦Sir, Excise revenue rose steadily from 150 lakhs is 1917-18 to 228 
lakhs in 1925-20, bgi if fell again to 180 lakhs in 1930-31 and in 
1931-32 it dropped firactieally to the figure ol 1917-18. 

The cause ot this full* is remarkable as* wiU'^be seen from the 
Administrative Report that it has begun from thg tittle this department 
has come under the present Minister. It is really very astonishing as 
to how mii h a hit decli in* ha> fak**» place. The Retrenchment Com- 
mittee recommended that the excise charges should be reduced from 
20 to 10 but only it htts been reduced to 23. The number of the posts 
of Superintendents has been reduced from 14 to 12, whereas the reeom-" 
mendation Was to redute the number to 0 only* The cadre of Superin- 
tendents^ Excise was recommended to be reduced from 91 to 9, blit in 
effect* it has been reduced to JO oftly. So far as the cadre of Inspectors 
is concerned, the Committee’s recoin mandat ion (Was that three posts — 
one at Jalpaiguri and two «t Mymensingh — should bo abolished, but 
only one post Ini" since been abolished so far f 

In*a\e \ anilines in the radre of Inspectors were td be abolished and 
t# have lieen re] dared b\ Sub-1 nspeetors and there being no extra post 
df Superintendent as leu\e reserves threa of these posts should be 
abolished and the post t>f Sub-Inspectors sheuM be vereated instead. 
Inspectors should be reduced from til to f>0 according to the recommen- 
dation of the Committee but here nl*o only a part ial retrenchment haa 
been given effect to. The tfecommendation was to curtail their number 
bv 37 in districts other than Calcutta and th# 24-Parganas and in the 
latter* two distric ts by 0 if not more but only 10 has been reduced. 

■ Actplly a saving of.,Rs. 1,11,(108 has been effected. In the Adminis- 
trative Report w§ find thht temperance movements were not apparent 
and therefore file reason for the fall of excise cannot be.ascrilfbd. Then 
.(mail! picketing rtf shops from May 1930 to the end of October within 
a month nifty th# Delhi Agreement was stopped. So, Sir, the picket* 
^ing also cannot Be 4 eljf" responsible for this heavy decline in revenue. 

Now as regards the Licensing Boards, Sir, 4he majority of members 
of th$ Licensing Boards were composed of officials — * 
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Tbs Hrnm$ Nr 1JJOY PRAlAO SINGH minOn a point o! 
order. Sir. The hon’ble member's motioh is * motion for retrench* 
ment bot he is discussing the situation of the licenaittg board. I do 
not think the licensing board has anything to do *#ih retrenchment. 

Mr* PRESIDENT! # Dr, Ghosh, you had better say as to why you 
are referring to the licensing board ? 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE r My point is this: If the opinions 
of the licensing boards unaccepted then a reduction can be effected in 
the staff. 

The Hen’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY! 1 do not think so 
but I wish to refer to this point when I wish to reply. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! I am not giving any ruling hut I want the 
Hon'ble Minister to consider whether the member cannot, within due 
limits of his amendment, insist upon the reduction of the superintend- 
ing staff on the ground that the department received a substantial and 
material help from the licensing board. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRABAD BINCH ROY! But, Sir, retrench- 
ment has got nothing to do^with the licensing board. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR SABUs On a point of order, Sir. Can 
the Hon’ble Minister question the ruling of the Chair? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have not given any ruling yet. I only asked 
him to consider if his point of order is maintainable in view of the 
reasons adduced bv Dr. Ghosh. 

Tha Hanf M b Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYi I wish that the 
president of the licensing board should listen more attentively to the 
Chair. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I rule that it is possible to say aometh mg about 
the licensing board provided the member is able to show that tbs 
licensing board is helpful to the superintending staff of the Etcise 
Department in respect of duties assigned ts fhsvn and that, therefore, 
some retrenchment is possible in the staff itself. Byt he, cannot enter 
into the personnel or the policy of Government in regard to the licensing 
hoard. „ v 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE s l^ at I was going to suggest eras 
that if the licensing board is trail represented from thw people and 

6 
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from the public bodies and if the majority of the members are from the 
popular side and if the opinion of this licensing board is taken and 
given effect to, then I am positive, Sir, that even if the present strength 
of the staff be reduced then the work will not suffer. What I want to 
make out is that if these licensing boards are consulted more frequently 
then the question of illicit distillation can also be tackled and there- 
fore more revenue will come to the coffers of the Government and also 
the number of the staff can be largely decreased. Then, Sir, as regards 
the revenue, as I have already said this has come to such a low figure 
that it is really a very critical question and it reflects discredit upon 
the department responsible for the administration of that particular 
portfolio. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you are not discussing the policy of the 
department. Yours is an economic motion, do not forget it. Give us 
some idea of your plan of retrenchment. 

Dr. AMULYA RAT AN CH08E. As I have already said the recom- 
mendations of the Retrenchment Committee have been given effect to 
partially, but if they had been given effect to in their entirety I am 
sure the work will not suffer, though the Hon’ble Minister has said 
that the work will suffer As I have said, that is not the reason for 
the fall in the revenue. It is not really the number of the staff that 
counts towards the success of the department but the efficiency of the 
staff is the real thing that ought to count. The fall in revenue in the 
preceding year is the strongest argument in favour of giving effect to 
the recommendations of the Committee in their entirety. I would 
have been imuh pleased if this decline in revenue indicated a decline in 
number of consumers but instead of that the number of consumers have 
awfully increased and they drink liquor manufactured by illicit means 
and sold very cheap, a fact which has been admitted in the report of 
the administration of the department for 1932-33. One argument may 
be advanced against further reduction in the excise staff tbat in view 
of the extensive manufacture of illicit liquor this reduction cannot be 
effected but that sort of argument will be quite hollow and I shall say 
against that argument that despit# the feet that the staff was full up to 
31st July 1933 the illicit manufacture of liquor was going on merrily, so 
after 31st, July 1 1933 when the staff was reduced considerably the illicit 
business, though going on, the amount of work done by this reduced 
staff in effecting successful prosecution was ratler more tfipn before. 
The conclusion is certainly that it is not the number of staff that really 
counts but the efficiency of the men of the department that really 
counts. The country is passing through a very critical time and it is 
necessary that the expenditure must be reduced. We can ill afford tc 
defray the huge expenditure of a staff which is useless and worthless. 
Sir, it is these men who" really help the illicit manufactures and had it 

i 
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not been so this unlawful business cannot exist at all. There is weekly 
or monthly band# bust with the stall of this department from the inspec- 
tors down to the peons. Against these organised manufacturers no 
action is taken by these people even ou complaints and informations 
given to them. Sometimes these men if hard-pressed go to raid with 
much reluctance and — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that you need labour that point 
for your purpose. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: If I do not give this information 
then I cannot show that the sti^f is unnecessary and therefore retrench- 
ment will be necessary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not agree with you. Yours is an economic 
cut. You should try and confine yourself to a scheme of your own. 
You might say that such a large staff is not necessary but you cannot 
on the present motion criticise either their honesty or anything of the 
kind. In that case you ought to have brought forward a motion for 
a token cut. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: What 1 intended was to draw 
attention— — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please do not labour that point. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: All right, Sir. I have given you 
an idea that if the staff is reduced the work will not suffer and to 
explain that I was just elucidating jny*point. But us you have kindly 
instructed me not to labour that phfef T will not continue that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: My i>oint was that you need not go into details. 

In a general way you have already said that if the staff was more 
efficient fnd honest then probably they would have done their .wortPSS 
better. % 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOfT: I want to suggest that if these 
people, I mean if the staff of the Excise Department, js efficient and 
honest then this illicit distillation business <an very well be stopped, 
and a reduction in th# staff can also be effected at the same time. I 
want to m&ke some suggestions to this House as to how this illicit dis- 
tillation business can be stopped even with a reduced number of bauds, 
if you kindly permit me to do so. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I do not think that is within the scope of your • 
motion. 
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Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: AM right. Css I not opeaJc on 
my, next motion also? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have do objection, it will save time if you will 
move it at this stage and we have one general discussion on both the 
motion!. 

Or. AHULYA RATAN CHOSE: I can do that in my next motion 
No. 94. I have given reasons how retrenchment can be effected. The 
report of the Retrenchment Committee was there and the hon’ble 
members of this House had enough time to consider this report. The 
report was very carefully considered by the Committee and after due 
deliberation the retrenchments were recommended and if we do not 
accept the recommendations of the Committee then certainly the recom- 
mendations of the Committee are almost useless. It is for the benefit of 
the country that the Retrenchment Committee took so much labour 
upon themselves and found out ways and means how they could curtail 
the expenditure and to give effect to their recommendations in their 
entirety is a thing that I advocate. I say that our country' is passing 
through such times that .we cannot afford to pay the huge expenditure 
of this department just now. In the question times to-day there were 
questions about malaria and the Hon’ble Minister had to say that Gov- 
ernment have no money to meet the expenses of the problem. Yester- 
day there was the discussion about famine in Jessore and there was 
almost the same type of reply from Government. We also know that 
our troubles and tribulations are hundreds and hundreds, but if the 
Government do not pay heed to our grievances then it will be very 
difficult for the people to live in this country and under this rule. The 
Retrenchment Committee had held long sitting and after their delibera- 
tions have recommended retrenchments. The Hon’ble Minister has of 
bourse given effect to some of these recommendations but I ask why 
the entire recommendations have not been accepted and given effect to 
^immediately. 

With these words I heg to move my motion. 

Nawtb MUSHARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: I chose a wrong 
moment but T must say something about the retrenchment. Everybody 
is eager to see expenditure reduced but unfortunately everybody who is 
in service does not like to touch himself and the result is that we 
do not get any light from them. But if anybody would agtee to read 
the report of the Retrenchment Committee, which is rather now called 
the Swan Committee, he will at once get the clue if he has got the 
sufficient intelligence to look for it. The very first subject that the 
Retrenchment Committee began to enquire into was Excise. There 
they remarked that aftpr having reduced the staff and the expenditure 
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to the extent of one lakh of rupees, in two year*’ time they found that 
the lakh of rupees have been added to the expenditure because of the 
pernicious system of annual increment of pay has been accepted by 
the Government instead of grade pay. Our difficulty, our danger is 
in the introduction of tlte new system of annual increments. This is 
absolutely unheard of in any other sphere. You will never hear of a 
man getting an annual increment — whether he is fit for it or not is not 
a matter to be decided, but whether the finance can justify that 
increase, that is the point. A lakh' of rupees which was saved by 
the dismissal of several officers has gone into the pockets of the exist- 
ing staff and this unearned moaey which is now being enjoyed by the* 
officers is responsible for this abnormal state of affairs. When the 
Retrenchment Committee began their enquiry in right earnest why they 
did not pursue that ]>oint further and find out what has become the 
implication of the change of policy of Government I do pot know. 
Fof the sake of curiosity I tried to find out what the graded pay of 
the Provincial Executive Service was in 1914 and what their pay is 
at present although their number is the same. In 1914 both the 
Subordinate and the Provincial Services did not take away more than 
22 or 23 lakhs of rupees. The same number with the addition of a 
few Sub-Deputy Collectors now take away about 00 lakhs. So this 
huge sum of 25 or 30 lakhs is given away without any corresponding 
advantage to anybody. What is the good of reducing and retrench- 
ing when you have taken to this pernicious system? I hoj>e the Excise 
Department will read carefully the report of the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee and say that we are not going to put up with this sort of per- 
nicious system. Let us have as many officers as are actually necessary 
for the management of affairs and put a stop to the illicit distillation 
that is going on. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you supporting the motion or opjmsing it? 
(Laughter.) 

Now* MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 1 am support- 
ing it. If there was the graded pay system, we could have got all 
these people work at half the cost. (Question.) Someone questions. 
But probably he does not know that as a businessman I have gone care- 
fully into that part of khe budget and tried to explain this several times 
to several Officers [minting out to them why they were thinking that 
they had no money. If they would revert to the old system they would 
be able to carry on the administration of the country at half the 
expenditure. I may enlighten the Hon’ble Minister as well as the 
Finance Member that this was really one of the questions that were 
put to me by a Committee^-why don’t we follow* the Punjab and have a 
graded system and work at less cost than introducing a new system of 
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annual increment and pay moreP Frankly I tell you that I could not 
reply to that. That being the position: and this being a transferred 
department, practically the Provincial officers are absolutely under the 
control of this Government and have nothing to do with the Government 
of India or the .Secretary of State in the matter of appointment, pay 
and prospects. So if you agree to have the graded system introduced 
and reduce your expenditure, you will be showing an example to other 
departments to follow. I would suggest with all seriousness that you 
should go back to your old graded system and have control over your 
funds. If you do so, you will have no difficulty in the management of 
the affairs of the country. 

Hai Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: Sir, while giving the mover 
of this cut credit for his zeal to effect retrenchment when we are all 
anxious to do so, I regret I cannot but consider this action as an 
example of misplaced energy. I shall he glad to give my whole- 
hearted support to any move in the direction of economy which would 
neither cripple our resources nor lower the standard of efficiency. I 
am afraid the acceptance of this motion will result in both. Without 
proper and constant watch and direction the revenue derived from 
excise will dwindle down. For, Sir, the illicit distiller is not non- 
existent. On the other hand, he has of late been very much in 
evidence; 1 will not go into details or enumerate the reasons for his 
activities. But the fact cannot be ignored that he is there and his 
activities aim at reducing our legitimate income. 

From the budget it appears that we cannot afford to reduce our 
revenues. This is neither the place nor the occasion to condemn 
Bombay’s unjust — I would say mean — opposition to only 50 per cent . 
of the income from the export duty on jute being given to Bengal. 
It is fully in keeping with the traditions of that Presidency. But, Sir, 
even that grant would not enable our friend the Finance Member to 
present a balanced budget. With this deficit to face we cannot allow 
the excise revenue to diminish for want of proper supervision. 

Motion No. 89 is for the reduction of certain staff, and my point is 
that if the staff is reduced, there will be lack of supervision and thereby 
the revenue will diminish, because the illicit distillers are very active, 
that we have seen of late. 

My submission is that economy is necessary, ^ut too mueh economy 
is not safe. In the present case economy is sure to land us to a fall 
in revenue, and so there will be a deficit in the budget. 

My submission is that if the staff be reduced there will be lack of 
supervision and the income will be reduced thereby with the result that 
illicit distillation will he much more on the increase. That is my 
point. 



1934.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


71 


As regards motion No. 93 I submit that my hon’ble {Hand 
Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose has said that the members of the Excise 
licensing Board are quite helpful for the purpose of detection at 
illicit distillation and other things and that if Government listen to the 
advice given by the Licensing Board, the retention of so many officers 
will not be necessary. *Mv reply to this is that so far as I remember 
under section 30 of the Excise Act certain powers which were formerly 
exercised by the Collectors have been delegated to the Excise licensing 
Board and those powers are limited to this that they have been given 
the power of suggesting the location of shops, whether certain shops 
should be closed or not and of fixing time during which the shops 
should remain open. They hhve no power to superintend over illicit 
distillation and other things. 

So it will be of no help to persons who have to supervise illicit distil- 
lation and other things ; so my submission to the House is that consider- 
ing all these facts and circumstances and the fact that the retention of 
the second Deputy Commissioner of Excise has been of immense good in 
the matter of detection of illicit distillation and other things which 
were found of late, I think motion, No. 89 should not be accepted. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: T have to oppose motion No. 89. Formerly there 
were three Deputy Commissioners of Excise and one has been axed, 
with a resultant saving of about Its. 13,000. Now, I understand the 
mover wants that out of these two, one should go. and that there should 
be only one Deputy Commissioner fur the whole of Bengal, f think 
that is absolutely impracticable. Of the two one is in (\iloutta, he is 
in charge of Calcutta and of distilleries, and 1 believe is also the 
Secretary’ of the Licensing Board; and us such he has a large volume 
of work to do. The other Deputy Com miss ion er is in charge of 
matters outside Calcutta and of detection, and I think it would He 
impossible to expect that with one officer the whole work in Bengal 
can be pnqierly supervised. I think it would be false economy on our 
part to axe one of these two Deputy Commissioners. 1 therefore 
oppose dmendment No. 89. 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose both these amendments. At the outset I inigljt observe that I 
find that some of the hon’ble memtars who have moved these motions 
or supported them aye like the wife of John Gilpin, though bent on 
pleasure have a very frugal mind. They want the excise revenue to 
increase, they expect a check in illicit distillation; they want the pre- 
ventive officers to do their duties very’ properly : but they at the same 
time propose a reduction in the number of officers and if possible reduc- 
tion in their pay also; at least they would have to adopt the Punjab 
•ystein and would give them annual incremenjs because that would cost 
Gover nme nt more. I might remind the honourable members that this 
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expenditure on the staff is really an insurance against illicit distillation. 
I can assure you, Sir, that during the last few months the department 
has been doing all that is possible to check illicit distillation, and with 
appreciable results. If you want to safeguard Government revenue you 
must encourage your officers and not discourage them by making vague 
allegations of dishonesty against them. Dr. Gtose said that there was 
an arrangement between the officers of the department and the illicit 
distillers and they did not do their duty properly and they connived at 
illicit distillation ; that I believe was the sum and substance of hia 
charge, and I strongly repudiate it. 

Sir, turning to the specific point raised by Mr. Mullick, I might 
say that he has practically anticipated *my reply, because he has 
quoted what I said last year. I may confess that I have no new 
argument to advance on this occasion. There were three Deputy Com- 
missioners formerly and on the recommendation of the Betrenchment 
Committee of 1922 their number was reduced to two; one is in charge 
of preventive w'ork and warehouses, and he has to supervise the work of 
a very large number of officers — Superintendents, Inspectors, Sub- 
Inspectors and Petty Officers, etc., in the whole of the Province. The 
second Deputy Commissioner is in charge of distilleries in Calcutta. He 
is the Collector of Calcutta and also Secretary to the Licensing Board 
of Calcutta. He is therefore a very hard-worked officer, and the 
House may know that one-third of the Excise Revenue of Bengal 
comes from Calcutta. So there is no reason to suppose that either of 
these officers is lightly worked. If their number is reduced it will 
not add to the efficiency of the department: it will not help Govern- 
ment to control illicit distillation or other contraband traffic in excis- 
able articles, but will rather add to it. Sir, I will ask the House to 
remember that though there is for the time being a heavy fall in the 
excise revenue, it is one of our principal sources of revenue, and 
excise is the goose that that lays the golden egg, so they must be very 
careful about it and not kill it altogether. The department did all 
that was possible to give effect to the recommendations of the 
Betrenchment Committee. The Retrenchment Committee ’ recom- 
mended that the number of excise charges should be reduced from 25 
to 16, but the number has been reduced to 23. Sir, in recommending 
the grouping of districts for excise charges the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee took the® excise revenue, the number of shops, the number of 
excisfe prosecutions and the number of cases dejected as the criteria 
and judged by the amount of work done by each district; bet besides 
these there were other factors which they did not take into considera- 
tion, for instance, facilities of communication and the area of the 
districts. There are particularly criminal districts where the work is 
^ very] difficult, namely, the district of Bakarganj, aud the mill area in 
Hooghly. So, taking into consideration these facts Government could 
not agree to a further reduction of excise charges. As it it there 
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would be an ultimate saving of Rs. 1,11,000. That is more *han what 
the Retrenchment Committee recommended in respect of the Excise 
Department. So, T think, that ought to convince the ILmse that every 
attempt has been made to reduce the expendituie and bring it within 
proper limits. With thpse words I oppose both the amendments. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: In view of the statement 

made by the Hon’ble Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw 
my motion. 

Mt. Mukunda Behan* Mullick’s motion was then by leave of the 
House withdrawn. 

Dr. Amulya Rat an G hose’s motion was then put and lost. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 43, GOO under the head “(i A— Excise— Superintendence 

Pay of officers” be reduced by Rs. 100 (failure to encourage salt 

manufacture in Bengal). 

It will be in the recollection of the House that when in the teeth 
of the unanimous opposition of the House the Government of India was 
pleased to impose duty on salt for the purpose of benefiting certain 
manufacturers in Aden, hopes were held out — but the Hon ble finance 
Member may rest his soul in patience 1 am not going to repeat what 
I said last year, namely, promises 

The Hon’ble Mr. «l. A. WOODHEAO: I was not shaking my head, 

I may assure Mr. Basu. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: That hopes wire held out that 
out of the grant given to Bengal out of this tax a portion of it would 
be spent for the encouragement and manufacture of salt in Bengal; 

I find from the budget that a sum of not less than Rs. 13,41,000 has 
been received by the Government of Bengal out of the proceeds on 
salt tax .from 1931-32 up to the current year. Now*, f would like to 
know if even a sum of Rs. 13 has been spent out of this 13 lakhs by 
the Government of Bengal for the encouragement of salt manufacture 
in Bengal. 

As a matter of fact w*hat has been done is to discourage the manu- 
facture of salt in Ben|fal. Sir, the House may not be aware that there 
are some factories working, at least two, in different parts of Bengal 
trying to manufacture salt and to supply it at a small profit to the 
people of Bengal, and there is a Salt Manufacturers’ Association which 
has been putting forward scheme after scheme to Government to try 
and help the manufacture of salt in Bengal. Up to date, Sir, nothing • 
has come out of this. It is said by some ojiciai experts, on what 
authority I do not know, that as a result of their peripatetic tours in 
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Bengal they find that they could not manufacture salt under economic 
conditions in Bengal. They forget that ever since the dawn — I will not 
say of creation, but ever since the dawn of history — Bengal has been 
maaufacturuig her own salt. Bengalees have not been without salt 
till the British tradesmen came here : they di4 have salt, and there is 
no history that they paid ruinous prices for their salt. In fact, salt, 
as is known to everybody, is one of the two things which the poorest 
in Bengal eats — that is, rice and salt. Having regard to that, the 
facilities that the Bengal Salt Manufacturers' Association wants, 
namely, a little land under favourable terms and to establish a ware- 
house s;> that the warehouses might be properly guarded at night in 
•order to prevent salt from illicitly going out of the warehouses, with 
a view to further develop the experiment of making salt from brine 
as in the coastal districts of Bengal. All these things would not have 
caused I am sure any very large expenditure out of the 13 lakhs and 
odd that the Government of Bengal has been able to bag out of the 
salt tax. 

I submit, Sir, — promise or no promise 1 — there is no case for a sub- 
stantial purt of this sum, or, at least, an adequate part of this sum, 
not being given to Bengal for the pui-pose of encouraging the manu- 
facture of salt. I hope the House will accept the motion. 

Blbu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Sir, I associate myself with the 
remarks which have fallen from my friend Mr. N. K. Basu. As he has 
pointed out, the salt industry flourished in Bengal until about 75 years 
ago. There were salt-manufacturing (jolas all along the coast and 
the saline creeks. These galas used to provide employment to a large 
number of men of this province and brought sustenance to them. 
For some reason or other — owing to economic competition and also 
to their having no encouragement from our own Government — the salt 
industry gradually dwindled. There is now this income — this special 
income — of the Government of Bengal accruing from the salt duty. 
It was authoritatively stated, as Mr. N. K. Basu has pointed out, 
that a part of that income was intended to lie utilised for the purpose 
of encouraging attempts at manufacturing salt. I think, Sir, that 
there should be a regular organised spurt on the part of the Industries 
Department so that a fairly large suui of money m^v be placed at the 
disposal of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Industries every year 
for experiments regarding the manufacture of spit. No doubt, there 
are same people who are of the opinion that the taste of th^ people of 
Bengal had changed considerably during the last three-quarters of a 
century, inasmuch as they do not eat salt which is not as white as 
imported salt. But I should like to point out that a large part of the 
population of India eat salt which is not so white as the imported 
variety— -especially the t variety imported from the Red Sea. If I 
remember aright, sqpie time back members of this House received 
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packets of salt manufactured in Bengal, as white as any other salt, 
which demonstrated the fact that salt can be manufactured in Bengal, 
in no way inferior to imported salt. This is a ^matter worth inquiring 
into. In Bengal we have a big seaboard, and there i* Bo reason why 
salt cannot be manufactured along the coast on modern scientific 
principles. I think Government should make attempts to develop this 
key industry at the earliest possible moment inasmuch as our staple 
products, rice and jute, are being threatened. It is imperative 

that, in the first instance, Government should think of encouraging 
research, in order to see whether this industry could at all be established 
in Bengal on a sound financial basis, t.r, on terms which cau be said to 
be marketable. The prime necessity is to enunciate a comprehensive 
policy which can be worked out, and no unnecessary delay should be 
made. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Mr. President, Sir, our protest against the 
inactivities of the Government of Bengal in connection with the pro- 
blem of the manufacture of salt has assumed the shape of a “hardy 
‘annual”. We have been recording our protest year after year, but to 
no effect. Sir, it may l>e within the recollection of the House that 
I moved special resolutions over this question for two successive years 
and recorded our emphatic protest against the additional tax on suit 
imported from Aden at the instance of the Board jwesided over by Sir 
Chunilal Mehta. The Government ol Bengal were kind enough to 
send the gist of our protest up to the Government of India and if I 
mistake not, the decision of the Government of India to hand over 
a jH>rtion of the income to the Government of Bengal was due to our 
protest. The money paid out of the salt duty to the Government of 
Bengal should have been earmarked for giving encouragement to the 
manufacture of salt in Bengul ns suggested by the Government of 
India, but that has never been done though this is the third year that 
we are getting such money. We once again record our emphatic 
protest against the inactivities of the Government of Bengal in this 
direction. 

Sir, the Local Government have done nothing in thut direction be- 
yond a formal inquiry. They brought down a gentleman named 
Mr. Pitt, supposed to be an expert on the question apd a Superinten- 
dent of Excise was tagged to him. Mr. Pitt visited several places 
on the sea coast apd submitted a rojKirt in due course. Absolute 
impossibility of the manufacture of salt was indicated nowhere in the 
report of Mr. Pitt though be recorded the opinion that the prospect 
was not very encouraging. Thereafter the Government of Bengal did 
nothing or to be precise they invited applications from the prospective 
manufacturers of salt and some applications were actually received.* 
I am in a position to assert that these applicants received no kelp or 
encouragement from the Government. “Have frou sufficient funds at 
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your disposal?” “What is your experience ?” Such were the ques- 
tions addressed to the applicants by the Department of Excise and 
there the whole thing* ended. In the meantime money received from 
the Government of India was utilised probably for the maintenance 
of the police. r 

Sir, it has been proved beyond a shadow of doubt that Bengal- used 
to be self-contained with regard to her salt. The records of the early 
jieriod of the British rule wilf prove that Bengal had a flourishing salt 
industry. There was a time when the Province was dotted with 
nimak mahah. In this connection I might refer to a book which 
contained all about the salt indutsry of Bengal. This book was named 
“Indian Affairs” and the name of the writer was Mr. Bolt. The book 
is out of print, but I have reasons to believe that two or three copies 
can still be found in India. (Mr. N. K. Basu: Has it been pros- 
cribed by the Government?) No. I had a copy some 20 years back, 
but somehow or other it has )>een lost. (The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. 
Woodhrad: Can it not be procured now?) I am afraid not. Anyway 
I can assure the Government that salt used to be manufactured in 
Bengal in sufficient quantity and it can be manufactured even now, 
though I agree that there are some difficulties in the way. The very 
first thing essential in this connection is the selection of the proper 
place where salt can be cheaply and conveniently manufactured. The 
next point for consideration is the facilities for marketing the salt 
manufactured. Suppose the salt can be cheaply and abundantly manu- 
factured in a place near Kakdwip, but such salt will be of no use to 
anyone if you cannot bring it to the market with the least jiossible 
cost. These are the problems which cannot be solved without the 
active help of the Government, but to our misfortune such help had 
not been forthcoming. I have been thrashing this question in this 
House year after year, and I appeared ns a witness before the Com- 
mittee which was appointed by the Government of India last year to 
see if the taxation could be further increased as suggested by the 
Tariff Board. But Sir, I have now given up everything in despair. 

Sir, our complaint is that the Ilou’ble Finance Member has been 
permitting the utilisation of the monev earmarked for salt to other 
purposes. I am not a lawyer, but I think lawyers like my friend 
Mr. Basu and I>\ Sen Gupta would <[p well to lodge a complaint in 
a proper court of law against the Hon’ble Finance Member for mis- 
appropriation ! Everyone in Bengal was assured of his Vfa 

a s we say in Bengali in old days and it is a matter of great regret that 
the Government of Bengal do not see their way to make an effort at 
least to. bring back those days even when they have money in their 
hands lor the purpose. 

fate KHETTCR MOHAN RAYi Mr. President, Sir, I support the 
motion of Mr. N. E, Basu. We also remember how this Oovnoil and 

t 
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the Government of Bengal protested against the imposition of pro- 
tective duty on imported salt as it would affect Bengal prejudicially. 
At that time assurance was given out by the Government of India 
that the duty thus realised would be made over to Bengal and other 
provinces, which would suffer from this imposition, for the develop- 
ment of salt and other* industries. The Government of Bengal have, 
up ta now, we find from the financial statement, received more than 
13 lakhs of rupees on condition that the money would be applied for 
the development of salt industry in Bengal. May we enquire what 
the Government have done to develop the salt industry in Bengal which 
possesses an extensive sea-coast? Has any enquiry l>een made ns to 
whether salt can be manufactured as a profitable industry in the pro- 
vince? The Government of Bengal, on the initiation of His Excel- 
lency the Governor, have undertaken the economic survey of Bengal 
with a view to relieving distress arising from unemployment, abnor- 
mal fall in prices of agricultural products, and trade depression. In 
our opinion the manufacture of salt in Bengal with a vast sea-coast 
wherever is economically feasible — ns a national industry of supreme 
importance should be within the purview of this survey. It is a mat- 
ter of great regret that our Government without instituting any 
enquiry’ into the feasibility or otherwise of the salt manufacture in 
Bengal expressed adverse opinion against it. We also know the 
strong opinion of the Eunqx*an Mercantile community as regards the 
indigenous salt manufacture in Bengal. They assert for obvi<nis 
reasons that salt cannot be manufactured in Bengal commercially. 
But the question is whether any attempt has lxx»n made to make an 
experiment in this direction. Even Mi. G. II. Pitt, the Government 
of India’s Expert, fell constrained to admit— -“since however no salt 
manufacture has been done on the Bengal and Northern Orissa Coast 
for some 40 years it appears to lx* worthwhile investigating the meteo- 
rological data which would influence the production of an evaporation 
source in these areas.” In his report Mr. Pitt made some significant 
suggestion and indicated on what line an inquiry should be made. 
He said, that the “local Government should make arrangements for 
compiling u series of readings of the strengths of brine at points along 
the coast throughout the year in order to discover during which 
periods the strength of the brine rises to a density suitable for manu- 
facture of salt and the analysis might be ramie by ^he Government 
Test House at Alipore and the cost being charged to the special import 
duty fund.” He further admits that “there does not appear to be 
sufficient Evidence immediately to state that manufacture of any kind 
would be commercially unprofitable.” 

Sir, may we inquire whether the local Government have made any 
arrangement to institute any inquiry on the lines suggested by the 
Government of India’s Expert? So far as we are aware the Govern- 
ment of Bengal have not as yet moved in this direction. Failure of 
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the Government to take any prompt measure tor suck an inquiry and 
experiment though provided with sufficient money seems most culpable, 
specially on the part of a Government which is anxious to solve 
the problem of unemployment and to relieve distress arising out of 
commercial depression. We know that several undertakings were 
lately brought into existence which have trfken up salt-making in 
Bengal. 

(The Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Babtt KHETTER MOHAN RAY: The “Premier Salt Manufactur- 
ing Company” of Midnapore, the “Model Salt Manufacturers” of 
Noakhali (Sinhagar Farming, Trading and Banking, Ltd.), the 
“National Salt Manufacturing Company” and other have already 
undertaken salt manufacture in right earnest. I have received infor- 
mation from reliable source that “Sinhagar Farming, Trading and 
Banking, Ltd.,” of Noakhali has applied to the Hon’ble Finance 
Member for pecuniary' assistance for the early construction of the salt 
factories the estimated cost of which would amount to more than a 
lakh of rupees. 

They have further prayed for permission to buy and sell salt manu- 
factured by the people living on and near the sea coast of Noakhali 
under the Warehouse System. Their efforts can only succeed if they 
receive adequate support from the Government. 

Ever since the Gandhi-Irwin Pact the people living on the sea coast 
of Noakhali and other places have been manufacturing salt locally for 
their own consumption and also for sale amongst their own neigh- 
bours. If the Warehouse System is introduced in those places a great 
impetus will be given to those who are engaged in manufacturing salt 
as a cottage industry. 

Sir, in Bengal about forty years 1 m- fore salt used to be manufac- 
tured tm an extensive scale; but owing to foreign competition the salt 
industry had declined. In the meantime the conditions of our Pro- 
vince have undergone considerable changes. I do not find any reason 
why salt manufacture in Bengal, if conducted on proper lines and 
with* safeguards, should not prove commercially successful. It is 
needless to say that this industry will provide employments for a large 
number of people. I venture to say that if the salt manufacture is 
allowed by the Government to be taken up by the cast multitudes of 
people as a cottage industry it will help the poor peasant in Bengal to 
alleviate their distressed conditions. One hundred and eighty lakhs of 
maund of imported salt is consumed in Bengal. You can easily per- 
ceive how many per sods will find employment if this question is 
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seriously tackled. The Government have recently app goo- 

nomio Board and a Development Officer with a view to finding* out 
ways and means for solution of unemployment and for relief of econo* 
mic distress. Why not at once make experiment to develop salt 
manufacture as a cottage industry by establishing warehouses in suit* 
able places. One of th£ companies actually apjdied for jnirehase and 
sale of locally manufactured salt under the Warehouse System. The 
Government should accede to their prayer and grunt permission to do 
the same on proper security. In conclusion, I beg to urge that the 
Government should grant pecuniary assistance to Sinhagar Farm* 
Trading and Banking, Ltd., and other companies engaged iu 
manufacture of salt on sufficient security being provided. 

Khan Bahadur MauJvi AZIZUL HAQUE: In a motion like this T 
wish to make a few observations, Sir. There is no doubt that the 
salt manufacture in Bengal at one time was a flourishing industry, but 
I think the point which has to be examined to-day is whether salt 
manufacture is commercially feasible. W T e have heard for sometime 
past this matter has been investigated to a certain extent by the Gov- 
ernment of India. At the same time I feel that there is a good deal 
of feeling that if salt manufacture is commercially feasible, every' pos- 
sible atop should be taken by the Government of Bengal with a view 
to develop this industry' in this province. If such an industry, which 
is such a prime necessity, is commercially feasible then it. always 
[xwsible to find a market for it. With that view I suggest whether 
It would not be possible for Government to accept the suggestion, 
namely, whether the whole problem should not !>e merely examined 
l>y a Government officer but by the State Industries Board which is 
functioning under the State Industries Act, which should also examine 
this question, as to whether it might tw* feasible to have a commer- 
iully successful salt industry in Bengal. Many of us feel that by an 
nquirv of this nature a good deal of feelings will go away, if an in- 
lependent body like that suggested, with the aid of an expert in these 
matters, • could examine the questions, so that they will not only ex- 
‘mine the question from the financial point of view but also from every 
>ther aspect. The State Industries Board is the proper authority 
rhich could be authorised to make this enquiry. If that body finds 
hat this manufacture is not commercially possible, mdeh of this feei- 
ng will die. I therefore feel that the Government ought not to teave 
■his question to the Government of India but that a committee con- 
stituted in this province should be authorised to examine whether this 
wilt manufacture might be commercially possible. 

KNmi Sahib Maulvi MOHAMMED BAtIR UDDIN: At first sight , 

this amendment it is quite dear that this is a very necessary dis- 
mssion to encourage the manufacture of salf by the people of this 
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Province, but if we think a little deeply it is evident that this sort of 
vague and unhopeful propaganda which has already hampered the pro- 
gress of the country and put the poor helpless cultivators in such a 
difficult position. We want more money for preventive work instead 
of encouraging salt industry which will increase Government revenue 
only. We want more money for our Province to improve public 
health, education, roads and other desirable work of public utility. 

Mr. K. 0. RAY CHOWDHURY: I have every sympathy with the 
spirit underlying this motion, and no one is more anxious than I to 
see that the sea board from Chittagong to tbe border of Orissa is 
studded with salt factories. With this f very object in view I helped 
in 1931 to form a Syndicate which made an inquiry into the prospects 
of the salt industry and the manufacture of salt on a commercial basis. 
I accompanied Mr. Pitt during bis visit and my name is in that report. 
1 went down the Orissa coast and gathered all the information avail- 
able and visited the Nawapada Salt Factory and Lalji’s Salt Factory 
at Aden and I can sav that the conditions of Bengal do not favour 
the economic production of salt. I can give 101 reasons — 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: No, let us have one. 

Mir. K. C. RAY CHOWDHURY: The economic production of salt 
depends on solar evaporation; solar heat is God’s own heat; that is 
what is wanted to make the manufacture of salt economic. It was 
owing to insufficient number of sunny days that the salt industry of 
Bengal cannot thrive. We have in Bengal got-a-customed to using 
fine white salt, whereas in Madras they i>refer to use the muddy salt 
which is also consumed throughout the east and west coast of Madras, 
and this degeneration of taste has been the cause of disappearance 
of salt industry from Bengal; otherwise the muddy salt of Midnapore 
and Sunderbunds would have found a market. The economic manu- 
facture of sale depends {verhaps on the number of sunny days we can 
get on Bengal sea, coast, and this number of sunny days is not very 
large in Bengal. The sunny days, in Chittagong and Noakhali and 
Sunderbunds are much less than on the coasts of Madras, Orissa and 
Bombay, i.e Nawapada and right up to Tuticorin. Considering all 
this it is doubtful whether it would be worthwhile considering the 
manufacture of salt from an economic point of view. If we have to 
make white salt by artificial evaporation or by vacuum process, it will 
not pay in Bengal. We may start a factory in'fchiika lake in Orissa. 
Therefore, I say that though I have every sympathy with the motion, 

1 am afraid it is au impracticable thing from commercial point of 
view. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I had no mind to take part in the debate but 
for the expert opinion c just given by the previous speaker. We are 

r 
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not concerned with the manufacture of salt outside Bengal. My 
friend MV. P. N. Guha while moving his motion some time ago brought 
to the notice of the members of this House that salt manufacture ex- 
isted in this country, and Messrs. J. N. Basu and N. K. Bnsu pointed 
out that tempted by the quality of the salt manufactured in Ooutai an 
Australian Company came here and started a factory. The building 
in which the court is now located at Oontai used to lie the residence 
of the Manager of the factory. Owing to the competition of liver- 
jxxd salt, the manufacture of salt had to he stopped. Now, when the 
additional tax of four and half annas was introduced on Bengal salt, 
we opposed it and it was pointed out that about 40 lakhs of rupees 
was an additional burden on Bengal. Therefore, Sir George Sc huster, 
the Finance Member of the Government of India, said that some 
money should be given to Bengal. The Hon’ble Mr. Mnrr, the then 
Finance Member, pointed out that Government was not prepared to 
take port in the debate but would refer the matter to (Vutral Gov- 
ernment, and we got 6 lakhs of rupees. Anyway we find that the 
Government of Bengal have got to-day 14 lakhs of rupees. It does not 
know whether it has been misappropriated in any other direction. 
Indication has been given by other members that we have no right to 
disburse it in other ways. But one significant fact we are apt to 
forget. That money has been given to Bengal for the encouragement 
of manufacture of salt, but as I have often said this Government 
exists to help the exploitation by foreigners, and here is an instance 
of that that although there is this 14 lakhs of rupees and many people 
are engaged in the manufacture of salt, and 1 absolutely deny the 
charge that salt cannot l>e manufactured in Bengal, still Government 
do not find it possible to help in its manufacture. In fact in the dis- 
trict of Midnnpore no foreign salt is now available. In most pirts 
of Tamluk and in the whole of Gontni subdivision many i**>ple are 
entirely dependent on the local salt, and that salt is sold at one pice 
u seer and it is as good as Liverpool salt. Therefore, all that is 
wanted k support from Government, and I do not know whether it 
is within *the competence of the Minister to get the money from the 
close-fisted Finance Member. This money, as was suggested by the 
mover of this motion, will probably lx* spent on jwdice. In Midnnpore 
the money that was spent in maintaining law and mtfer was really 
spent to prevent manufacture of salt. In Piebnboni and other place* 
a movement was on fyot for manufacture of salt. I submit that the 
Bengali gentleman who was tacked on to Mr. Pitt was not true to bis 
salt and I think he was made to write that it was not possible to 
manufacture salt on a commercial scale in Bengal. I do say that if 
inquiries are made, it will be found that it is quite possible to manu- 
facture salt on a commercial scale. 'But I think Government will 
stand in the way. Therefore, I consider that it#s time that this money 
should net be misappropriated by the Hon' We the Finance Member. 
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The Hon'We Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: Sir, I object to the word 

misa f ipropri a tion . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid Mr. Banerji does hot realise the 
implication of the word “misappropriation” • 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I mean misappropriation in other ways. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. All that you should have said is that the 
money is being spent in different other ways. I of course fully believe 
that you did not mean what you said. 4 

Mr. P. BANERJI: The direction of the Finance Member of the 
Government of India was that the money should be spent for the 
encouragement of salt manufacture in this country. With these words 
f support the motion of Mr. N. K. Basu. 

Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: The question of 
the manufacture of salt is the most important of all questions that 
are before the House to-day. It is a business proposition no doubt, 
and every one wants to hear what my opinion on the matter us a 
business man is. So, I should not hesitate to put my opinion in this 
matter before the House. As far as I understand the whole implica- 
tion of the business is this. One crore of nq»ees worth salt is actually 
Consumed in Bengal. It is five hundred thousand tons, meaning one 
cTOr^ au$ thirty-five lakhs of maunds worth about one crore of rupees. 
Tq ? m%n$iaeturo that quantity of salt a huge sum of money is no 
doubt required. 1 do not know what will he the actual cost of con- 
verting water into salt. How much it would actually cost per maund 
requires to l»e ascertained. I do not believe even the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge or the Hon’ hie the Finance Mem tier can tell us definitely 
what the cost would lac per maund. If after enquiry it is found that 
the cost would be less than ten annas j>er maund, then I think attempt 
should be made for the establishment Of a factory iri Bengal. Other- 
wise, if the cost is more than that on account of the climatic condition 
of Bengal, I do not think the establishment of such a factory would 
be ^ business-like proposition. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: Fpr the information of the 
Nawab I might say that the price of salt in Calcutta is eight annas 
per maund. * ' , 

Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: I do notkno* 

what is the actual cost of converting so much wal«fr into salt. It wifi 
require some expenditure no doubt which I do not felieve any one 
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of us actually knows. It would l>e necessary to carry out some actual 
experiment in order to ascertain definitely the cost of manufacturing 
salt. After it has been ascertained that the cost actually is cheaper 
than what we are now’ paying, then we can try and press Government 
for the establishment o£ a factory. I can give you one illustration. 
In my. district of JalpaiguK about a crore of rupees was sunk for the 
manufacture of three-ply chests, but it had to be given up as it was 
found that the cost of manufacture was more than that of imported 
chests. So, this is a matter of competition and business is business. 
Therefore, it is necessary to find out first whether it is jiossihle lo 
manufacture salt at a lower cost than what we are actually | taxing 
at present . If, however, froifi the ]>oint of view of higher politics 
it is said that, no matter what the price is, the money should be spent 
in this Province, I have nothing to say. I think from a business 
point of view it would be Itetter to have an inquiry made into the 
matter by a competent committee as to what the actual cost per niauu4 
would be and then, if it is found that the cost would be less than 
eight annas, we should press Government for spending 3 lakhs of 
rupees to start a factory. 

So I think it is a matter simply of £. s. d. Business, Sir, is a 
matter of calculation and T think Government can enlighten us in the 
matter, and wo do not want to go away with the idea that l>eeause 
we have got less number of sunny days in Bengal we must nol manu- 
facture salt. I am not prepared to go away with that idea at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But what is jour real |x)sition? k f V ml ^re 
neither supporting nor opposing the motion. Do 1 take it that you 
will not make up your mind until you know the cost of pnfAuotMfi P 
(Laughter.) 

Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: My position is 
that the Government should for the present, instead of launching into 
a big fcclveme, ascertain by experiment as to what would he the exact 
cost of «alt per maund and if it is found practicable, then factories 
can be built, otherwise itt is no use putting up factories. 

The tVofl'ble Mr. «l. A. WOODHEAD: Mr. President, # Sir, Mr* P. N. 
Ouha ‘de&cribed this as an annual event, but I would desdHbe 
it bo far bs I am con&rned, as an annual north-wester which descends 
Upon my head once a yiar. Government has been charged with dis- 
tal ttagmg the Manufacture » alt in Bengal; in fact the view taken 
appears to be that Government ris antagonistic to the manufacture 
ol^dt OM i commercial scale in this Proxdnce. That, Sir, is certainly 
Mpfc comet. 1 Voyld welcome the establishment of the manufacture 
of salt on a commercial scale. My difficulty is* that I am not satisfied 
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in my own mind that it is possible, and in considering this matter 
let us get away from sentiment. Sentiment does not assist in pro- 
ducing an article at a profit. Let us also get away from ancient 
history. It is not helpful, Sir, to stress the fact that salt was 
produced in Bengal one hundred years ago. It certainly was produced 
in Bengal a hundred years ago and it can be produced now by exactly 
the same method as was used at that distant date. In fact, although 
Mr. Basu, the Deputy President or Vifce-President of the Bengal Salt 
Manufacturers’ Association, is perhaps not aware of it, one of the 
coni {janies which is a member of that association, has endeavoured 
to manufacture salt on a commercial scale by the method followed 
over one hundred years ago, and, as Mr. Pitt in his report foretold, 
they have found that this method does not pay. We are living, Sir, 
in the twentieth and not at the end of the eighteenth or beginning 
of the nineteenth century. The point at issue is simply this: can salt 
l^e manufactured in Bengal on a commercial scale at a cost which will 
enable it to be sold in competition not only with Liverpool salt as 
Mr. P. Bnnerji seems to suggest, he does not know perhaps that at 
the present moment the import of Liverpool salt has stopped — not in 
competition with Liverpool salt but in competition with salt manu- 
factured in other parts of India, viz., at Tuticorin, at Karachi and 
particularly at Aden? The question is, can salt he manufactured in 
Bengal on a commercial scale, so as to compete with salt from the 
rest of India? 

Sir, I urn still very doubtful whether that is a practical proposition 
and certainly my doubts have not been lessened by the speeches to 
which T have listened to-day. Not one speaker — not even Mr. N. K. 
Basu, the Vice-President or Deputy President of the Manufacturers’ 
Association— seemed to have any idea of the cost of the production 
of salt in Bengal or any idea of the way in which it can be manu- 
factured on a commercial scale at a profit. I am doubtful of success 
because of the conclusions reached by Mr. Pitt in his report. 
Mr. Pitt examined the different methods of manufacturing ^alt with 
a view to determining whether it could be made a commercial success 
in Bengal and T would remind the House, as I did last year, that 
there is nothing secret, about the manufacture of salt. Salt is manu- 
factured in many places in India at a profit, and there is nothing 
abotifc the processes of manufacture which particularly calls for research. 
Salt can he manufactured by evaporation by utilising the ,Sun’s rays 
— this is the cheajjest method — , by boiling the brine or by the com- 
bined method of solar evaporation and boiling. These processes can 
be quite easily tried out by the establishment of a factory if people 
do not accept Mr. Pitt’s conclusion, tiamely, that it is very unlikely 
that salt can be produced in Bengal on a commercial sotte at a profit. 
The history of the last thre? years and in particular the fact that 
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some members of the Salt Manufacturers' Association have made 
endeavours to manufacture salt on a commercial scale without success, 
strengthens the doubts created by Mr. Pitt’s report. And in this 
connection I would once again like to quote from Mr. Pitt's report. 
I, as Finance Member, jnust get down to facts and I hope the House 
too will get down to facts in this particular case. 

As regards the manufacture of salt by solar evaporation he made 
these observations : — 

‘I am of the opinion on scrutiny of these metcrological data, parti- 
cularly those of winter rainfalj, that any attempt to manufacture salt 
on a commercial scale by solar evaporation on the Bengal or Northern 
Orissa Coast must result in complete failure." 

The reasons for that conclusion are simple. Tint brine is vers 
weak largely because of the large amount of fresh water that falls 
into the Bay of Bengal from the Brahmaputra and Meghna. Secondly, 
the working season is very short, extending from nlmul the middle 
of November, when it is certain that the rains have ceased, to jierhapH 
the middle of February, after which date there is always the possibility 
of heavy rainfall. So much, Sir, for the process of solar evaporation. 
Then Mr. Pitt investigated the ]N>Nsih|ility of manufacturing salt 
by the vacuum process — that is a more expensive process — and his 
conclusion was that on the evidence now to hand tin* project of manu- 
facturing salt by the vacuum process in Bengal would npjienr to be 
in the nature of a hazardous speculation. Tie then went on to examine 
the possibility of manufacturing salt on a commercial scale according 
to the method followed one hundred years ago. His opinion on that 
was: "I am of the opinion therefore that the possibility of manu- 
facturing salt on any large scale by this method may be immediately 
ruled out." 

Although Mr. Pitt held out practically no hoj*» of success of 
manufacture on a commercial scale, he recognized the strength of 
opinion for the opposite view and suggested that manufacturers might 
try an experiment in the manufacture of salt by the combined method 
of solar evaporation and boiling. His figures however held out no 
chance of success. He estimated that the cost of prrSlurtion of salt 
by this method would be 13 annas per maund, or Us. 81-4 per hunilrel 
maunds. Prices in (Calcutta to-day for Aden and Karachi salt are 
under Rs. 60 a hundred maunds — in fact I understand the juice ha* 
been as low as Rs. 43 per hundred maunds. Mr. Pitt made his 
inquiries in 1931 when the price of salt was higher, about Us. 06 per 
hundred maunds. If the chands of success were small in 1931 tbev 
must be much smaller to-day with salt standing at Us. 16 per 100 
maunds cheaper. 
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Then, Sir, as regards the cottage industry, I am afraid 'Babu 
Khetter Mohan Ray has not read Mr. Pitt’s report. He seems to be 
of the opinion that the establishment of warehouses is necessary to 
the establishment of the cottage industry. I will deal with that point 
later on but personally I am not certain that warehouses will encourage 
the cottage industry. Mr. P. Banerji for once was right when he 
said that throughout Tamluk, and I think another subdivision, Contai, 
in Midna{>oro, a very large proportion of the salt consumed is manu- 
factured by villagers from saline deposits on the sea shore. Govern- 
ment, Sir, have put no obstruction in the way of the expansion of that 
cottage industry except to limit sale to local consumers and at the 
present moment quite a large amount Af salt is produced in this way. 

Those are, Sir, the reasons why I am doubtful, why I have always 
l>een doubtful and am still doubtful, of the possibility of manufactur- 
ing salt on a commercial scale in Bengal. Mr. P. Banerji, I believe, 
inferred to the antagonism of Kuro|x»ans to the salt industry. Might 
I remind him that a Euroj«»an firm in Calcutta started an experimental 
factory in tin* Contai subdivision during the war when the price of 
salt was veiy high, and abandoned the project becuuse it did not pay. 
That, Sir, was a definite experiment: that, Sir, is another reason why 
I am doubtful about salt being manufactured on a commercial scale 
in Bengal. At the same time, Sir, although T have little doubt on 
the mutter I recognise that there is a considerable volume of opinion, 
particularly in this House, which takes the opposite view. I recog- 
nise that this view exists although I make bold to say — and I hope 
the House will not find fault with me for saying so — that the view 
is not based on facts. Facts are on my side; in fact Mr. N. K. Ba«u 
produced no facts at all. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAftU : We want the facts to be 
investigated. 

The Hort'ble Mr. J, A. WOODHEAD: The facts, Sir, 1 maintain 
have been investigated already, but us I say, I recognise that there 
is a strong feeling on the mutter and recognising that feeling I have 
taken certain action. In Burma salt is manufactured on a commer- 
cial scale, und r I believe successfully, not from the sea water but from 
brine beds. There is ajiparently a strata of concentrated brine some 
feet Wow the surface. Pits are dug down t<f this strata, brine of 
good strength is obtained and salt produced therefrom. That is the 
process which, though perhaps Mr. N. K. Basu may not know of it, 
is favoured by the members of his Association. They brought this 
to our notice some time ago and we have written to the Government 
of India — I think the letter has gone — asking them to place an officer 
on deputation to exaniine whether this strata of concentrated brine 
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exists along the Bengal coast. If it does, investigations will be made 
to see whether it is possible to manufacture salt on a commercial 
scale from this brine. We have also written to Burma asking for 
full particulars of this process as carried out on the Arakun coast. 
One advantage of that process is that it is said to be possible to carry 
on manufacture throughout the year by erecting sheds over the brine 
pits. • ^ 

Mr. Basu spoke of warehouses and I shall now come to that. The 
idea was investigated by Mr. Pitt and he held out very little chance 
of success. I share his view and although T am very doubtful of 
success, yet I am prejwred to recommend to the Government of India 
that an exjieriment should be 9 tried. Now, Sir, 1 shall tell the House 
why I am doubtful. Salt which is manufactured in (\>ntui and Tutnluk 
by the villagers pays no duty. That salt is sold in the local bazaars 
at a rate varying from Its. 1-4 to Its. 1-14 u maund according to 
quality. The warehouse idea is this, at the present moment the 
villager is not permitted to sell salt to anybody other than the retail 
purchaser in his local market. It is proposed that he should be per- 
mitted to sell to the licensed warehousemen, who after jiuyiug duty on 
it will despatch it to the retail vendors further afield. The duly 
is Be. 1-9 a maund, the cost of transport from the warehouses to tB4 
consuming localities will not he less than 3 annas a maund, and the 
profit of the retailer to whom the salt is sold will also he about 3 annas 
a maund. The total of these three items, Its, 1-9, plus 3 annas, plus 
3 annas, comes to Its. 1-15 a maund. It is obvious, I liojx*, that if 
the villager is able to obtain Its. 1-4 to Its. 1-14 a maund for his salt 
locally, the licensed warehouseman will never be able to buy even 
one seer of salt. This will lx* so, because the warehouseman will have 
to pay Rs. 1-15 as duty, etc., in addition to what he pays to the local 
producer. If you add these two figuies together you get a juice of 
Jts. 3-3 to Its. 3-13, which is higher than the local price for imported 
salt. The warehouse scheme will not work unless the villager is pre- 
pared to sell his salt to the warehouses at prices somewhere in the 
region of 8 annas a maund. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: They are selling at 10 annas a maund. 

The Hon’ble Mr. <J. A. WOODHEAD: No, the price is Rs. 1-4 

at least. t 

Those "who support the warehouse idea maintain that if the restric- 
tion now imposed on the villager whereby he is prohibited from selling 
his salt other than to consumers attending the local market, is removed, 
a larger amount of salt will be produced and the price will come down 
to •such an extent as to make the licensed warehouseman to buy at* 
a price which will give him a profit. • 
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Sir, I am sceptical of that happening', and I hope that, on the 
figures that I have given, the House will agree with me that I am not 
unreasonably sceptical. But although I am sceptical I am prepared 
to hazard that an experiment should be made. There are other diffi- 
culties, particularly in regard to smuggling. Once you increase the 
area in which salt produced by the village pfoducer can be sold, you 
are up against the danger of smuggling and that is#* point which 
will have to be considered. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque suggested that the State 
Industrial Board might be asked to examine this question. Sir, I 
have no objection to that. I gladly accept that proposition. But I 
hope that if the State Industrial Board agrees with me, the House 
will also agree with me; and that members will not seek to maintain 
that the facts and figures on which I have relied are wrong. Sir, I 
think that I have said sufficient to indicate that Government are not 
antagonistic to the development of the salt industry in Bengal. I have 
told you why I am sceptical. I have not hidden anything from the 
House. Still, if I am proved to be wrong there will be nobody more 
happy than myself. And with this assurance, I hope Mr. N. K. Basu 
ipll not press his motion. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: On a point of information, Sir. 
The Hon’ble Member has just stated that he is agreeable to the State 
Industrial Board investigating the question. AVill he agree to the 
carrying out of investigations here and provide the necessary funds? 

The Hon*We Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: I am afraid, Sir, that matter 
does not rest with me. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, in view of the assutanee 
given by the Hon’ble Member I l>eg leave of the House to withdraw 
my motion. 

The motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

MtllHri 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Us. 43,600 under the head “6A— Suj>erin- 
tendence — Administrative establishment — Pay of officers" be reduced 
by I\e. 1. 

Sir, instead of having the nor’ westers to blow upon the hpad of the 
Hon’ble Member I would like to blow a zephyr on his head and would 
like to thtow out n suggestion that would enable him to replenish the 
depleted treasury once more and give him an opportunity of finding 
out the way to replenish the drained purses (sic.) of the Government 
f and will act as a fillip in the way I am going to suggest. My proposal 
in this case is that it 4s desirable to impose an excise duty upon 



1934 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


cigarettes, cigars, and dry tobacco and such other preparations— for 
example bin — and ftn y other thing which the people use, such as pre- 
parations of tobacco used in snuffs and ( hewing with betels. I make 
an exception in the case of tobacco that is smoked in hookas by the 
peasantry, because I do not wish to tax the peasantry so far as their 
smoking is concerned. Tou will also find that snuff is used in large 
quantitie# nowadays. If you tax it, I dare say it will give a decent 
income. You will find that in Calcutta and other places the habit of 
using tobacco in some form or other is spreading. This is u luxury, 
and those who indulge in such luxuries ought to pay a little to the 
coffers of Government. Sir, up to this time tobacco lias not been brought 
into the category of exeisable*artieles, and by this proposal I wish to 
bring in tobacco into the category of excisable articles. You include 
liquor in this category because it gives pleasure and intoxicate those 
who indulge in it. It is intoxication that gives pleasure, and for the 
sake of that pleasure they ought to pay somethig to the treasury. The 
same argument applies to cigarettes and cignrs and other forms of 
tobacco. If you take statistics you will find that at present him are 
used in extensive quantities. Therefore, if you impose a very small 
tax on them it will not be a great hardship on those who smoke theifc* 
but it will prove to he a profitable source of income to the treasury. As 
I have already stated, I include in this category, without going into 
details, all forms of tobacco that are being extensively used, except the 
one that is used by poor villagers by wav of refreshment. I think I 
have said enough, and T hope other speeches will he made on the sub- 
ject and therefore I do not like to take the time of the Council. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. President, Sir, 1 am sorry I 
have to oppose this motion of my friend Maulvi Syed Majid Raksh. I 
think Maulvi Syed Majid Raksh has never smoked cigar or cigarette 
in his life, nor has be taken a pan , for, otherwise, he would not have 
thought of taxing these small luxuries of the poor villagers for whom 
he seems to evince so great sympathy in other respects. The indigenous 
cigarette 'industry is still in its infant stage, and any imposition of 
duty on that industry will surely kill that industry in its infant y. 
Similarly to me it is unthinkable that the poor Uri makers or smokers 
should be taxed. Bin* are also used in extensive qu§ntities, and if 
anything should be done it should lie done to encourage that industry 
and not kill it in the way proposed by Maulvi Syed Majid Raksh, viz., 
by imposing a tax onV The suggested tax on other preparations of 
tobacco which are consumed by the p<x>r people in the villages will also 
be very objectionable on the ground I have stated, and I do not think 
that Maulvi Syed Majid Raksh has brought this proj*>sal in all serious- 
new; I believe he has brought it only as a joke. 

With these words I oppose the motion. 
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Mr. H. R. NORTON : 12 months ago in this very^house 1 suggested 
taxes which the hou’ble member has to-day proposal. I had the Indian 
side of the house against me and it is amazing that an Indian member 
of this house should propose extra taxation mpon the poorer classes of 
Indians. That was what I was told when I proposed it originally. 
We have heard from the Hon'ble Member for Excise of the decrease in 
this year’s budget. I remember him calling a Standing €tommittee 
during the early part of the last year when I made a proposal to him 
that licenses should be auctioned and t lie excise duty on, the' country 
liquor should be reduced. From the report issued this year I see from 
the auctioned licenses that the Government has gained a profit but 
they have lost on the reduction of duty *>n country spirit. My conten- 
tion with reference to this is that the duty, though it has been reduced, 
the retail prices of the merchants have not been reduced. Consequently 
a large sale of country spirits in competition with the illicit distilla- 
tion has not been achieved. Government should, at the reduction of 
the excise duty on country liquor, control the retail prices and they 
will find that in spite of any keen competition with illicit distillation 
they will still he able to do away with the large staff they have to-day 
Ur watching the illicit distillation and can make a good retrenchment 
in the expenditure of this department. I support the lion ’hie member’s 
proposal for increased taxation and T do so on the same ground as I 
did lust year because the very small tax placed on these things will 
produce a very good revenue for the Government of Bengal especially 
one, namely, the tax on mineral water. Government is at present 
getting a small income of about 3 or 4 lakhs of rupees on local excise 
duty on imported whiskies. My contention is to remove that and tax 
mineral waters; register every factory in Bengal, let the manufac- 
turers of mineral water send in their report to Government monthly 
of their outturn and let Government tax it at 1 anna per dozen. Not 
only the whisky drinkers will be taxed but also the teetotallers. There 
must be enormous quantity of this sold annually and a very small tax 
will not lie objected to by any of them but it will bring in a wonderful 
revenue for the Excise Department. 

With regard to cigars and cigarettes, I also mentioned these last 
year hut this is unfortunately too late for the Government of Bengal to 
tackle. The (Vntral Government have secured that little bit of extra 
tax,for themselves in this year’s budget by putting excise duty on 
cigars and imported tobacco. Tearing out these two items I support 
the lion ’hie member's amendment. « 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: There are only two minutes 
left, so I must he short. 

Sir, it is unusual for a cut motion to he moved with the object of u*k- 
iug Government to impose new taxes, but I take it that Maulvi Sahib’s 
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i intention is only Upraise a discussion, particularly on the question of 
the taxation of tobacco. The taxation of tobacco has often been dis- 
cussed in India, particularly in view of the fact, that in practically all 
countries in the West it ^is a fruitful source of revenue. It may be a 
source of considerable ^revenue in India some day. Naturally, Sir, 
I cunnqt commit myself one way or the other, but I would 
P°i nt #?*** one difficulty in regard to an excise duty on 
tobacco, Infl that is the administrative difficulties of an excise duty on 
bins arising* out of the fact that the manufacture of bins is extremely 
unorganised. An alternative to an excise duty is a system of vend 
fees, and I believe a scheme on these lines has been introduced in 
Bombay, but wdiat revenue they have obtained, I am not quite certain. 

(The Hon’ble Member having reached the time limit fixed for the 
discussion of the demand, resumed his seat A 

Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh’s motion was then put and lost. 

The main demand win then put and Uffrced to. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

7. — 8 tamps. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that, a sum of IN. 4,92,000 
he granted for expenditure under the head “7. — Stamps/' 


Motions for reduction. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. (>,.‘179 under the head “7 A— Stumps- -Superintendence — District 
establishment — Pay of officers” he reduced by Rs. 100 '[full of stamp 
revenue is coincident with the passing of the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Act, 1928, and is a direct result of some of its injudicious 
provisions]. 

It must be well known by this time to the Hon’ble finance Member 
that compared with the previous figures, the stamp revenue has fallen 
to a very low extent. 9 One of the reasons I would suggest is the dearth 
of registration of documents, on the ground that formerly the person 
who either purchased the tenancy or the raiyat when he wanted a 
lease had not pay a heavy sum by way of landlords’ fees. By an 
amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1928, a provision was intro- 
duced that in these transactions a heavy amount of landlords* fees 
has to be paid by the vendees. Therefore it yi natural that thesa 
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transactions for the sale or purchase of land fell to $ very great extent. 
In the very next year, in 1930, a question was asked in this very Council 
as to the comparative figure for the sale of stamps previous to the pass- 
ing of the Bengal Tenancy Act, and it was found that it had fallen 
so low as to be one-third or one-half of what it was before. I suggest 
that the Government should take steps to amend the Bengal Tenancy 
Act in such a way that landlords’ fees are abolished, so that the |ransac- 
tions may come up to the former level. I would like to hear what the 
Hon’ble Member has to say in respect of this. I think in this parti- 
cular case the Hon’ble Member might investigate the matter and find 
out what he cau do in the matter. We are suffering from a loss of 
revenue, and very many beneficial acts lire being held up for want of 
revenue. It was suggested that on account of the economic depression 
these transactions had become rare. That proves my case with greater 
strength, and I therefore suggest to the Hon’ble Member that if the 
economic depression continues, a further brake should not be put on 
these transactions by additional taxation in the shape of increased 
payment. If these impediments are removed, I believe there will be 
more transactions, and more revenue will come into the Government 
coffers. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: I am afraid I must oppose 
the motion. I am not quite certain what the hon’ble member’s inten- 
tions are, whether lie is really so anxious about our revenues, or whether 
he wishes to draw attention to the fact that these transfer fees should 
be abolished. But, Sir, I have not lx*en able to discover that the fall 
in the stamp revenue, which has certainly been very great, is due to 
the passing of the Bengal Tenancy Act. I oppose the motion. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The main demand was then put and agreed to. 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

8 — Forest, 8A— Forest— Capital outlay charged to revenue, and 52A— 
Forest— Capital outlay not charged to revenue. 

r 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, of Dilduar: On the recommendation of * His Excellency the 
Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 7,87,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “8 — Forest, 8A — Forest — Capital outlay 
charged to revenue” and “52 — Forest — Capital outlay not charged to 
revenue.” 

Sir, in moving this motion 1 must make a few observations as regards 
the position of the forest Department generally. It will be noticed 
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at the very outset that the demand for the year 1934-35 is Rs. 7,87,000 
ouly against Rs. 8,35,000 for the current year. There is thus a 
decrease in expenditure by Rs. 48, 000. As compared with previous 
years it will be noticed that the demand for the coming year is lower 
than those for the yea rs # 1932-33 and 1931-32 by Rs. 1 lakh 9 thousand 
and Rs. 2, lakhs 48 thousand respectively and no less than Rs. 3 lakhs 
57 thousand below the demand for the year 1930-31, the year during 
which the present trade depression first set in. Although the Forest 
Department is looked upon generally as a remunerative and revenue 
producing department, the reason for this continued and steady decrease 
in expenditure is, as well known to the House, two fold, viz., (1) the 
general financial situation <n the Province, and (2) the constant 
deterioration in Forest revenue in particular due to continued slump 
in timber market. There is no doubt that such economy particularly 
in a quasi-commercial department like the Forest Department must 
in eessarily have a very adverse effect on the prospects of earning 
increased revenue when normal times return, hut unfortunately there 
is no help for it ; we are compelled to restrict expenditure even Mow 
the real requirements of the department. From the Wginning of the 
year strict watch was kept over details of expenditure and most rigid 
economy observed in all directions, and in fact, savings to the extent 
of about Rs. 1 lakh 90 thousand were surrendered during the current 
year. 

Well, Sir, as it is a quasi-commercial department the effect of the 
present depression in trade and commerce to this department, a« 1 shall 
presently show*, lias been most, disastrous. The gioss revenue of the 
department rose from Rs. Jti lakhs in 1919-20 to Rs. 39 lakh# in 1925-20 
and Rs 31 lakhs in 1929-30, the year immediately preceding the onset 
of tlie present trade depression, while the surplus of revenue over 
expenditure rose from Its. 8 lakhs in 1919-20 to Rs. 10 lakhs in 1925-20 
and about 11s. 14 lakhs in 1929-30. Even in 1930-31 when the country 
was under the grip of a severe economic distress and world-wide trade 
depression, this department yielded a gross revenue of Rs. 23} lakhs 
and a net surplus of Rs. 0 lakhs 47 thousand. Rut owing to the per- 
sistent nature of the depression tlie receipts from the dejwirtment came 
down to Rs. 17 lakhs in* 1931-32 and Rs. 15 lakhs 11 thousand in 
1932-33. On the assumption that trade conditions # will somewhat 
improve, the current year’s estimate of Forest receipts was fixqfl at 
Rs 15*50 lakhs, hut, unfortunately, it is now anticipated that the 
actuals will he lower lhan this figure bv no less than Rs. 83 thousand 
and in the revised estimate the receipts have been placed at Rs. 14r67 
lakhs, the lowest figure ever reached. This fall in revenue has, how- 
ever, been more than set off by a reduction in expenditrue ; it is now 
anticipated that the total expenditure will he Rs. 14*61 lakhs only and 
it is a matter of satisfaction that the net result as regards the present 
year is that we expert to close the year wi^i a surplus of Rs. 0 
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thousand instead of a deficit of Rs. 82 thousand as originally estimated. 
Though there are some indications of improvement in trade conditions, 
so far as the Forest Department are concerned, the indications are not 
such as would warrant us taking a very optimistic view of the revenue 
prospects during the coming year, for, Forest revenue depends, as I 
explained to this House last year, on timber market which is again 
largely conditioned by the purchasing power of people, and unless this 
purchasing power improves considerably through an increase in general 
price level, it is certain that the receipts from Forest cannot Be expected 
to ieturn to figures which before 1930 were looked upon as normal. 
We can, however, fairly expect that there will be some increase An 
revenue during the coming year. This'is evident from the fact that 
during the current year we have had to revoke a sum of Rs. 15 thousand 
and odd from the surrenders of savings made in order to meet a demand 
for Forest produce in the Ruxa Division which could not be foreseen. 
There is another proposal for revocation of a sum of money for a similar 
purpose in the same Division. The receipts from this department for 
the coming year have accordingly been placed at Rs. 15*20 lakhs, 
whereas the estimated expenditure for the coming year has been 
placed at Rs. 14-77 lakhs (including voted and non -voted expenditure) 
which exceeds current year’s revised estimate by Rs. 16 thousand only. 
This increase in expenditure during the coming year is. as I shall show’ 
later, mainly due to a new provision for working the Bhowal Forests 
in the districts of Dacca and Mymensingh, which have been placed 
under Government management by the Court of Wards with effect from 
the 2nd December, 1933. It is expected that the net result of the 
coming year will be a net surplus of half a lakh of rupees. 

Sir, it is sometimes urged that this department should lie judged 
from a purely commercial point of view and that it should be remunera- 
tive and productive, but it is often overlooked that, like every com- 
mercial department, the Forest Department is subject to periods of 
slump when it must suffer loss but the period of slump cannot go on 
for ever. There is no doubt that the Forest Department have been 
facing such a period of slump since 1929-30, but it must be said to 
the credit of the department that in these days of direst economic dis- 
tres and world-wide trade depression the department have been able 
at least to avoid loss. Moreover, it is doubtful whether this depart- 
menf should he judged from a purely commercial point of view. I 
think the conservation of the natural resources <of the country, viz. t 
Forests, is a consideration which should outweigh all profit-making 
considerations. 

Sir, it is unfortunate that due to abnormal conditions we have had 
to l educe expenditure even below the normal requirements of the 
lepartment. The estimate of expenditure for the next year under “A— 
uonservaney — Maintenance and Regeneration” shows an increase of 
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Rs. 14 thousand over the revised estimate for 1933-34 hut includes a 
provision for Rs. 41 thousand for working in the Bhowal Forests of 
which mention has been made already. The expenditure on account of 
Bhowal Forests will be recovered from the receipts of those forests, 
but if there iB any loss* sustained by Government in managing these 
forests*, the Court of Wards is liable to make good the loss at the close 
of the year under the terms of agreement entered into by it. The 
estimate under ”R — Establishment’ ’ for the next year shows a decrease 
in expenditure by Rs. 53 thousand over the budget estimate for the 
year 1933-34. The savings under “B — Establishment” for the year 
1984-35 would have been much larger but for a new provision of 
Rs. 15 thousand and odd for the staff necessary for working the Bhowal 
forests. The savings are, however, due mainly to one of the two post* 
of Conservators of Forests having been temporarily kept in alley a lice 
and other measures of retrenchment. 

The demand under head ”8A — Forests — Capital outlay — Charged to 
revenue” includes a provision of funds for improvements to communi- 
cations and buildings. These improvements are essentially necessary 
for the working of the department. 

(The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

The Hon’ble AlhtdJ Nawab Bahadur Bir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
HAVI, Of Dilduar: Then, so tar as buildings are concerned, it is not 
possible to dispense with the eonstruetion of buildings especially in 
unhealthy localities where the stuff will not be able to work unless 
properly housed. According to plans drawn up a sum of lls. 70 to 
80 thousand was actually required for the next year lmt it has been 
reduced to Its. 15 thousand only plus Its. 7,660 for capital outlay in 
the Bhowal Forests. As a matter of fact the estimated expenditure 
for the coining year before presenting to this House has been subject 
to most careful scrutiny and represents the hare minimum requirements 
of the department leaving no scope for any further reduction. 

As regards the Bhowal Forests, I may add that the provision that 
has been made for building costing somethin* like 7 to 8 
thousand mav eventually Is* found, accord in* to the ifroposnl that is 
goin* on, by the estate itself. If that proposal matures, the result 
would be’ an additionV the surplus that we visualise in the coming 
year’s workin*. I may also add how necessary it is in the public 
interest to preserve our forests which supply wood to thi vast population 
inhabitin* the Dacca Division. Therefore, it is in the public, interest 
that these forests have *ot to be preserved. 

With these words I commend my motion ty the acceptance of the 

House. 
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Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: On a point of 
information, Sir. How many minutes are left for discussion of this 
subject? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I understand only 40 minutes have been allotted 
to this subject. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: So there are only 
10 minutes left. In that case may I request you, Sir, that considering 
that we have only 10 minutes left, the most important item in the 
agenda, viz., No. 138, about the feeding of tiger cubs, be taken out of 
its turn under the recently amended Standing Orders and discussed 
now? (I/aughter.) 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The amendments to Standing Orders I am afraid 
cannot prevent cruelty to the tiger cubs. (Laughter.) 


Motions for reduction. 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: I beg to move that the 
demand of 11s. 1,24,000 under the head “8A — Forest Conservancy, 
Maintenance, Regeneration” be reduced by Rs. 100 (Forest taxes). 

He spoke in Bengali in support of his motion. 

(While in the course of his speech he was referring to A hedduh 
operations, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Momin rose to the fol- 
lowing point of order.) 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Has the bheddah 
operation anything to do with Forest taxes, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it suggested that the wild elephants should 
not be bound down for peace? (T^aughter.) 

The following is a translation of his speech: — 

I propose a cut of Rs. 100 only out of Rs. 1,24,000 representing the 
demand of the Forest Department with the object of drawing Govern- 
ment’s attentiob to the Forest tax. 

The rate of taxes that has at present been fixe^by the Forest Depart- 
ment is too high. Owing to the economic distress in the country, the 
price of every variety of commodity has gone down. But Government 
have, on the contrary, begun to raise the rate of taxes, as also, the price 
of articles sold by them, e.g., postal charges on stamps, stationery, etc., 
with the result that Government have to suffer heavily from the effects 
of diminishing return. In consequence of this, it is now rumoured, 
the Government of India are contemplating a reduction in the postal 
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charges. The Government of Bengal should also follow suit. 
Formerly the Forest Department used to issue only one kind of pass tor 
the domestic use of all sorts of forest products on a charge of from Re. 1 
to Rs. 2 only. But this system has now been discontinued ami the 
system of issuing separate passes for separate descriptions of forest 
products has been introduced in its place. Unable to pay for so many 
different passes the people in general are resorting to such tactics ns 
taking out only one pass for one kind of forest produce but puyiug no 
heed to the restrictions oi the pass and on the strength of one pass alone 
they make use of all the different descriptions of forest products. This 
has given rise to numerous prosecutions undertaken by the Forest 
administration with the result that the expenses of the Forest Depart- 
ment have increased out of all proportions side by side with the heavy 
fall in their income. Some years ago mult l>nml>oos growing on the 
hills of Chittagong used to be exported in large quantities to Titagnrh 
for the manufacture of paper. But the rate of tax fixed on this variety 
of bamboos having been increased such exports have been practically 
stopped and this has told seriously on the income of the Forest Depart- 
ment as well as the Irrigation Department. I, therefore, beg to suggest 
that Government should reduce the rate of Forest taxes 

1 beg to mention, in this connection, that in many hills in Bengal 
tiie wild elephants are a source of menace to the lives and properties 
of the people inhabiting those hilly tracts. But Government do not 
allow the people to cope with the menace by erecting stockades for 
catching wild elephants, nor do they themselves catch elephants bv 
means of hhsdda*. The Forest Act ullows the shooting of rogue 
elephants but does not allow the shooting of any other elephant. This 
prevents people from dealing with rogue elephants. In (‘uses where 
Government accord their permission to the erection of stockades by 
private individuals, the prohibitive rate of royalty amounting to Rs. 200 
per elephant charged by them puts a stop to private enterprise. 

I, therefore, propose that Government should either grant permis- 
sion on reasonable conditions for the erection of stockades or they should 
consent to the killing of elephants when need arises. 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, Of Dilduar: Mr. President, Sir, the mover of thi% motion started 
by telling the House harrowing tales of what the increase in the price 
of postage stamps and things of that kind that have been brought about. 
I am afraid I have nothing to do with the enhancement in the price 
of the postage stamps and so forth. For the present moment I am 
in charge of the Forest Department, which has nothing to do with 
the price of postage Rtamps. 

The next thing that I was able to gather from him is the complaint 
that formerly the practice used to be that eaSh house-holder had the 

7 
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privilege of taking out a license which entitled the householder and 
his family to go into the forest and get for himself and for the other 
members of his family a few odds and ends by way of fuel, etc. Now, 
Sir, he complains that this rule has been done away with and each 
separate item is now charged or rather a license has to be taken out 
for each particular produce which one wishes to take out of the forest. 
The question is: how to increase the revenue of the department? The 
mover Iuin stated that if the former rules were adhered to it would give 
better evidence of revenue, J will certainly have the matter enquired into 
and i f tin* foiuier jraetiee is likely to yield better revenue, there is no 
reason why this department will not go back to the former practice. At 
the same time, as I have said, ;ve eannitt afford to let any opportunity 
slip away which might give us enhanced revenue. 

The other point is about the muh bamboos and for the last two years 
the favourite complaint, of the Haji Sahib against the Forest Depart- 
ment has been the increase in the tax on muh bamboos. Unfortunately 
his motion was not during the last occasion. I should like to spare a 
few minutes which might give Mr. N. K. Hasu an opportunity of say- 
ing something on the subject. 

(The time-limit for the Forest Department having been reached the 
Hon'ble Member resumed his seat.) 

The motion being put. a division was called. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : What is the meaning of this division? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : To show, Sir, that the time for 
the discussion of this subject is much too short. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Or to emphasise that the Hon’ble Nawab 
Bahadur cannot shun his responsibility of keeping the wild elephants 
within reasonable bounds? (Laughter.) 

The motion being put. a division was taken with the following 
result : — 


AYE8. 


•aloft, Maalvi lytb Majlb. 

Baaarjl, Mr f . 

Bata, Mr. Nartabra Kwaiar. 

Obaabharl, Khaa Bababar Maalvi Aliaiaxiaaiaa. 
Obaabharl, Bafta Kiibvri Makaa. 

Obawbhary, Maalvi Abbal Bhaai. 

Ohawbhary, Maji Bail Ahatvb. 

•ftata, Dr. Aaialya Rataa. 

Baba, Baba PrtfaHa Naaiar. 

Haaaa, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi Attyl. 

•Hav, Kaal lariabal. 


Nataia, Nawab Masharraf, Kbaa Bababar. 
Hauaia, Maalvi Mabaaiaiab. <, 

Khaa, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi Maatsaai All. 
Khaa, Maalvi Taaitatabbla. 

Maaiia, Kbaa Bababar Mabaaiaiab Abba I. 
Qaataai, Maalvi Abal. 

Rabaiaa, Mr. A. f. 
t a abata itah, Maalvi Mabaaiaiab. 

In Bapta, Br. Kami Bbaabra. 

Uiah, Maalvi Abbal MMM. 
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AkMtf, Kku Bakaiar Maalvi KaurtaMia. 
Arautraaf , Mr. W. L. 

Ailvaftk, Mr. C. B. 

Baraiaa, taka Praaikari. 

Battaa^y, Mr. 4 . M. 

Bara, Mr. H. N. 

Oarr| t Mr. T. A. 

Datt, Mr. B. t. 
t«c*0> Mr. B. 8. A. 

Fart'll. tk# Haa’kla Nawak K. 8. M., Klaa 
Bakaiar. 

Pa*«ai, Mr. L. R. 

FrrgvMa, Mr. R. N. 

Bkataavi, tka Haa’kla Alkaij Nawak Bakaiar 
•ir Akialkariai, a« Olliaar. # 

Blltfcrltt, Mr. R. R. 

Blaiiiaf, Mr. 0. 

Baka, Mr. P. N. 

Man, Mr. 8. P. 

KaMai, Maalvi Afcal. 


N0E8. 

Kkaa, Mr. Raaaar Rakaaiaa. 

Madia, Mr. 0. M. 

MitUr, Mr. t. 0. 

Mallitk, Mr. Makaaia Bakary. 
NuiaaaHia, tka Haa'kit Mr. Kkwaja. 
Rickall, Mr. 0. K. 

Rakaiaa, Mr. A. P. M. Akiar*. 

Ray, Baka Aaialyalkaa. 

Rail, tka Haa'kla Mr. R. R. 

Rata, Mr. 4 . B. 

Ray, tka Haa'kla Sir BIJay Prank »la|k. 
Ray, Mr. tailaawar lia|k. 

Ray, Mr. larat Kaaiar. 
karkar, Rai Bakaiar Rakatl Makaa. 
laa, Mr. B. R. 

•tavaa. Mr. 4 . W. R. 

Tawaaai, Mr. H. P. V. 

Wilkiaaaa, Mr. M. R. 

Wllliama, Mr. A. iaO. 

Waaikaai, tka Haa’kla Mr. 4 . A. 


Ml*. PRESIDENT: (Before declaring the result of the division) 
I am afraid Mr. Basu's masterly opposition tactics have failed to com- 
pel the Hon ‘hie Nawab Bahadur to hind down the wild tusker to he of 
good behaviour. (Laughter.) 

1 he Ayes being 21 and the Noes MS the motion was lost. , 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

Registration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. President, Sir, 
on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move 
that a sum of Its. 17,1(1,000 be granted for expenditure under the bead 
“0 Registration.” 

Sir, the total demand for the \ear 10M4-M5 is Its. 17,10,000 against 
Its. IS, 27,000 for the current year. There is thus a decrease of 
Its. 1,11,000 in the demand for the next. year. A totul saving of 
Its. 81,000 has been surrendered out of tin 1 current, year's grunt. 

The reduced demand has been made possible by measures of retrench- 
ment and the rigid economy observed in all directions. Transfers^ of 
Sub-Registrars have been made with care and tours have been cur- 
tailed. A large saving has been effected by employing extra irutliar- 
rtrs sparingly. The system of provisional transfer of muharnrt from 
one office to another for clearing off arrears to which reference w’au 
made last year has proved successful and is responsible for a part of 
the savings. Registration offices have Wen abolished from time to 
time during the la#t three years and during the # current year as many 
as 15 offices have been closed down as a result of t]je recommendations 
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f the Retrenchment Committee. Government are aware that aboli- 
ion of sub-registry offices is an unpopular step and are conscious of 
be inconvenience it causes to the public, and they have not, there- 
ore, been influenced purely by consideration of profit and loss in 
rriving at a decision on the recommendation of the Retrenchment 
Committee. That is the reason why they have not been able to abolish 
ffices to the extent recommended by the Committee. 

Registration fees on documents of values not exceeding Rs. 250 
diich had been left unaltered at the previous revision have lately been 
ncreased by 50 per cent., and this is expected to bring in some addi- 
ioual income. As a result of this and of the economy observed, the 
epartment will be in a position to work at a fair margin of profit in 
pite of the fall in registration. But it should be remembered that 
he normal activities of the department have been considerably cur- 
ailed and much-needed improvements have been thrown into back- 
Tound. The housing of offices, preservation of records, extension of 
word-rooms are among the problems which aie presenting increasing 
lifficulties. Offices are held in miserable huts, records are deterioiat- 
ng for want of money to rebind them, and some of the record-rooms are 
lOpelesslv congested. The special grant of Rs. 10,000 sanctioned 
or the current year for book-binding and furniture hu* been of some 
elp, but even this is a mere drop in the ocean as innumerable regis- 
i»r.N an* in a hopelessly bad condition in every recording-room. Im- 
n'ovomcnt on a large scale in any of these directions is out of the 
uestion at a time when every nerve has got to be strained to save a 
urthing wherever possible. We must, therefore, wait for better days 
a enable the department to return to its normal activities, carrying on 
n the mean while as best as possible with the available resources. 


Motion for reduction or refusal. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : Mr. President, Sir, I 
>eg to mo\e that the demand of Its. 23,270 under the head “9- A — 
legist ration — Superintendence Pay of officers” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I hav# brought forward this proposal w'ith a view to impress 
ip(Mi the department, the necessity of abolishing the post of the 
nspector-General of Registration. Two Retrenchment Committees, 
me after another, unanimously recommended that this post*is not abso- 
utely necessary and that it can safely be abolished. There is a sug- 
gestion that the Commissioner of Excise and Salt can take over charge 
>f this department in addition to his own duties. This is a question 
rbich involves more than Rs. 20,000 of recurring expenditure, and if 
his post can be abolished I think many of the problems, which require 
unds for solution, *can be met with, and the Hon’tfle Minister in 
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charge will be able to devote this sum for improvement in other 
respects. In the book supplied to the members of the House showing 
the decisions of Government upon the recommendations of the last 
Retrenchment Committee it has been said that the post of the Inspector- 
General of Registration cannot be amalgamated with that of the Com- 
missioner of Excise and Salt at present. We do not know, Sir, what 
“at present 1 ’ means. If there is any special difficulty at the present 
moment in abolishing the post, it should have been said when it might 
be done and why it is not possible at present. The difficulties are not 
explained. The Retrenchment Committees considered the question in 
detail and came to the conclusion that as the duties of the Inspector- 
General of Registration are nfbre or less of a routine character, they 
could he safely managed by the Inspectors at different centres and tin*- 
Commissioner of Excise and Salt could safely take over charge of the- 
same. We cannot understand why this deliberate opinion of the last 
Retrenchment Committee cannot he accepted. There is always mum* 
partiality in regard to the highly-paid posts of various departments. 
I do not know whether this is due to the sympathy of the bureaucracy, 
and if encouragement to persons liked by the bureaucracy is required 
some other rewards may l>e given; hut the real need of the people* 
ought to he looked into. Similar attempts were made to reduce the 
number of Executive Council Members and the Ministers hut we failed. 
Whatever economy is possible should he effected. Rut that has been 
done not in respect of the highly-paid jaists hut in other respects. It 
has been amply proved that not only in this particular case but in other 
(uses as well much economy is possible by reducing the number of 
highly-paid posts, hut in that direction nothing has been done. So 
long as the money came from the Government of India, either by way 
of loans or as advances, nothing could induce the Government of Hcngal 
to alter the character of the expensive administration, but now that 
half the jute-tax has been assigned to Bengal the Government of Inditi 
would not he so willing to advance any money. So, it is absolutely 
necessary that the Government should economise as much as possible. 
The lloit'hle Mr. Woodhead suggested in his introductory speech 
that there was no immediate chance of relief and consequently no chanco 
of improvement in the finances of the Government of Bengal. So, the 
strictest economy should l>e enforced. Therefore, I tjiink, this pro- 
posal of mine should he accepted. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.^n. on Wednesday, the 
14th March, 1934, at the Council House. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 


The CoixdL im*t in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 14th March, 1934, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 


Mr. President (the Hon’ble Pajp Sir Maxmatha Nath Pay 
C iiArmit ri, kt.. of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 103 
nominated and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Narail Co-operative Bank, Jessore. 

*113. Mr. P, BANERJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
if the Agriculture and Industries (Co-operative) Department be pleased 
to state whether a memorial, dated the 12th December, 1933. has 
lieen received from the villagers of the Narail {nilice-station through 
the Registrar, Co-(>i>erative Societies, Bengal, complaining seriously 
igainst the Secretary, Co-operative Bank, Narail, Jessore ? 

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hou’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(0 what were the contents of the memorial; and 

(n) what action, if any, (lovernment have taken or iutend to 
take ? 

« 

( c ) If no action has been taken or is intended to be taken what 
ire the reasons? 


MEMBER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
(00-OPERATIVE) DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Na mb K. G. M. 
Faroqui, Khan Bahadur): (a) No. 

(b) and (c) Do 140 1 arise. 
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Piece system in the Bengal Government Press. 

•114. Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWDHURY ! (a) Is the Hon’hle 
Member in charge of the Finance Department aware — 

(i) that the piece system was introduced in the Bengal Govern- 

ment Press in 1888; 

( ii) that types were supplied to the compositors in the Bengal 

Government Press by separate men called the suppliers; 

(iii) that at the Government of India Press, Calcutta, at 8, 

Hastings Street, t^jK‘s are supplied to the oomjMsitors by 
such suppliers; and 

(tr) that since July, 1933, the said practice has been abolished in 
the Bengal Government Press and tin 1 compositors have 
had themselves to bring the necessary types from tin* store V 

(b) If the answer to ( a)(ir ) is in the atfirmativo. have the Govern- 
nunt taken into consideration the fact — 

(i) that some time is lost by adopting this method of work by 
the comjvositors ; and 

(/ i) that their income and tensions are affected thereby? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reasons for 
adopting the piomlurc leferred to in (« )(/!*)? 

MEMBER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (th# 
Hon’ble Mr. il. A. Woodhead): (cGG) The piece system was intro- 
duced in the Bengal Government Piess in 1873. 

(ti) and (in) Yes. 

(ir) Since July, 1933, the said practice has been abolished, but 
it is not the case that the compositors hn\e themselves to biing the 
necessary t>pe from the store. The typo is brought by distributors. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Reasons of economy. 


8ection.hold.rs in the Government of Indie Frees. 

•118. Maulvi 8YED 08MAN HAIDER CHAUDHURI: 1- <h« 

Hou’ble Member in cliaige of the 1'inance De|iaitniont aware— 

(,) that on I be strength of the Government of India Hesolution 
No. A.31. dated the loth July, 1920, all the employee* 
including the piece-worker, and thy salaried hand, in the 
Government of India Press got an inclement; 
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(/,) that in 1929 the grade of pay for the section-holders in the 
Government of India Press was enhanced from Rs. 100 to 
Rs. 150 and Its. 150 to Rs. 175; and 

(m) that the grade of pay for the section-holders in the Bengal 
Government Press was made same* with the enhanced rate 
in the Government of India Press in 1929? 

The Hon’ble Mr, J. A. WOODHEAD: (0 Yes. 

(u) With effect iiom 1st July, 1928, the Government of India 
mined the grade of pay for section-holders from Rs. 100 — 5 — 150 to 
Its. 125 — 5 — 175. 

{in) Yes. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Foreign liquor shops in Calcutta. 

53. Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue (Excise) Department be pleased to 
da te how many new foreign liquor shops under the fixed-fee system 
have been sanctioned in Calcutta for the year 1934-35? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there 
ire similar aho|>N within a radius of one mile from the new shops 
referred to in (a)? 

(i c ) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the names of such new shops with their 
distances from the old ones? 

(d) Is it not a fact that the current year has, so far, shown the 
minimum sale of potable foreign liquor in retail shops with a maximum 
number of licenses sanctioned for the last five years? 

t 

if) Is it a fact — 

(t) that a foreign liquor shop has been sanctioned af 4, Lower 
Circular Road; and 

(ii) that four such shops exist in the close neighbourhood? 

if) Is it a fact that the Chaulpatty country liquor shop has been 
shifted to a place almost on the main road in the vicinity of two 
Qtoaques, a Kali temple and two respectable educational institutions? 
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MINISTER in charge of REVENUE (EXCISE) DEPARTMEN1 
(th » Bi J<* 8i"«h Roy): (a) 4 Foreign Li„no 

single off ; 3 Foreign Liquor “off" licenses to firms already holding 
trade licenses. Total 7. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) A statement giving the names ot the new simps with their ,li s . 
tances from the old ones is laid on the table. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) ( i ) Yes. 

i n ) There are four such shops within the radius «f mile. 

if) A country spiiit shop has been transferred from 1X-1, (’haul- 
patty Road, to Xo. 1, of the same road. 1 he two mosques referred ti 
in the question are situated at distances of over 300 and 200 yards. 
The Kali temple is at a distance of about 250 yards and is on the othei 
side of a canal. Of the two educational institutions referred to, om 
is a Corporation Free Primary School which is situated inside a lane and 
on another road at a distance of alaiut 250 yards, while 1 tin* other i> 
on the Ballinghaifa Main Road at a distance of over 300 yards. The 
mosques, temple and schools are not visible from the country spirit 
shop. 


Statement referred to ?// reply to unstarred quest ton ' \'o . 63(c). 


Serial 

No. 

Address of the now licenses 
sanctioned. 

1 

Address of the old shops 
within h radius of one 
mile of the new license 
sanctioned. 

Reajs'ctive distance 
Itetween the two site* 
mentioned in eolurmiN 
2 anil 3. 

1 

*> 

3 

4 


Foreign Liquor “off" 
single. 



1 

8, Clyde Row 

38, Munahiganj Road 

17/2, Rurdwan Road 

4 mile away. 


46-3, Diamond Harbour 
Road. 

' | mile. 

3 

22, Narkoldanga Mam 
Road. 

64/3, Moch tut bazar Street 

1 mile. 

4 

4, Lower -Circular Road . . 

Foreign Liquor “off " to 
firms already holding 
Trade Licenses. 

60/c, Chownnghee Road . . 
41, Theatre Road 

46, New Park Street 

3, Store Road 

4 mile. 

34 furlongs. * 

64 furlongs. 

64 furlongs. 

.5 

2, Royal Exchange 

Tlie list of 31 fehojw is ap; ten- 

All within one mile. 

6 

6 and 6, Fancy Lane. 

ded hereto. 

7 

12, Grant Lane. 

• 

— 1 
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List of foreign liquor “off" licenses within one mile from 2 , Royal 
Exchange , 5 and 6, Fancjj Lane , and 12, Grant Lane. 

Combined. (Trade with Public “off.” ) 


1. 

1/3. 

Bonfields Lane. 

o 

123. 

Canning Street. 

3. 

219, 

Old China Bazar. 

4. 

0 

•"t 

Old Court House Street. 

S ). 

0 , 

Lyons Range. 

€. 

23, 

Lai Bazar Street. 

7. 

82, 

Bow Bazar Street. 

3. 


Mission Row. 

9. 

5, 

Dalhousie Square. 

10. 

6 , 

Dalhousie Square. 

11. 

7, 

Old Court House Street. 

12. 

4, 

Fairlie Place. 

13. 

12/3, Ilaro Street. 

14. 

1, 

Gurstin Place. 

15. 

8, 

Waterloo Street. 

16. 

59, 

Dharamtollah Street. 

17. 

5, 

Dlmramtollah Street. 

18. 

9/2 

Chowringhee. 

19. 

12, 

Lindsay Street. 

20. 

11, 

Lindsay Street. 

21. 

4, 

Lindsay Street. 

•«» 

8, 

Lindsay Street. 



Single 41 

23. 

20,8, 

Harrison Load. 

24. 

Hi, 

Chat (attain Gully. 

25. 

5, 

Ezra Street. 

20. 

0 , 

Lower Chit pore Road. 

*27. 

201-202, C ha mini ('hawk. 

28. 

29 1 1, 

Bentinek Street. 

29. 

21, 

Old Court House Street. 

30. 

10, 

Government Place. 

31. 

26, 

Grant street. 
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R» Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether in his opinion the situation of a country 
liquor shop within 300 and 200 yards from the mosque and 250 from 
the Kali’s temple and 250 from the Corporation Primary Schools is & 
suitable site for a country liquor shop? 

TKe Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The site has been 
selected by the Calcutta Licensing* Board. Government have no 
responsibility in the matter. 

R&i Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Are we to understand that 
the Licensing Board is such £ mighty body that Government cannot 
veto it? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There is a pro- 
vision that Government can upset the decision ; but as u rule Govern- 
ment are reluctant to do so. 


BUDGET GRANTS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
FOR 1934-35. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

9. — Registration. 

Motion for mlortion or re fit not, 

Bubu Kishoii Mohan Chnudhuri who was in possession of the 
House the da\ before resumed his speech. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : Sir, I have already stated 
yesterday the reasons for my motion. The Retrenchment Committee 
who considered the matter was not satisfied with the continuation of 
the post *and the previous Committee did recommend its abolition. 
Government have not given us nnv icason why the post of Inspector- 
General of Registration should be retained in wpite of the 
recommendation of both the Retrenchment C<yiimittees. The 
Committee considered that the |n*rsonal assistant to the Insjiqctor- 
General would be able to conduct a research of the work of the 
departmerrt and that, therefore, a recurring expenditure of Rs. 20,000 
need not lx* incurred. But no reason was given why that was not 
accepted by Government even for the satisfaction of the public. Sir, 
the Committee was controlled by a very able man, Mr, Swan, who is 
going to officiate in Mr. Woodhead’s jduce as their head; and when 
they unanimously have recommended the abolition of the post, I do 
not see any reason why that post should be retailed. 
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Nawab MU8HARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I rise to 
oppose the motion. I know the difficulty of a member who is going 
to reply to my friend, Kishori Babu, as he could not be heard. I 
hope Kishori Babu will pardon me if I sometimes misquote him. 

Sir, the question was discussed last year, in this very House and 
1 rose to oj>pose a motion like this. There has been so much talk on 
this subject that I do not believe that I can add anything new to my 
arguments of last year, and I hope I shall be pardoned if I repeat 
some of them now. 

When the Retrenchment Committee considered the question there 
were two members of the provincial servjce working in the department — 
one as In Sector-General and the other as his Personal Assistant. At 
that time the Inspector-General was out of Calcutta, and in his 
absence the work was carried on by his Personal Assistant who was 
a senior grade provincial service man. That was the reason why the 
Retrenchment Committee considered that that post could easily he 
abolished. But at the present time we have got only one provincial 
sendee man in the dejmrtment, viz . , the Inspector-General of Regis- 
tration himself, and his Personal Assistant is only a sub-registrar of 
a junior grade. If a Committee can say now that such a big revenue 
earning department can be run by the head of another department with 
the help of this Personal Assistant, then I do not agree with it. 
Only yesterday when we were discussing the question of excise, we 
were told by the llon’ble Minister that he could not reduce the number 
of Deputy Commissioners because they are already overworked owing 
to an increase of work. It follows, therefore, that the Commissioner 
of Excise cannot he given any addition to the work of another depart- 
ment over and above his own duties. The revenue of the Excise 
Department has fallen from Its. 2,30,00,000 to Its. 1,50,00,000, and all 
his energies should be spent to bring the revenue to its normal figure. 
If we accept the recommendation of the Retrenchment Committee in 
this matter, we shall be running a very great risk because I do not 
think that the Commissioner of Excise will be able to devote even 5 
minutes’ time to the Registration Department. I believe facte were 
not properly placed before the Retrenchment Committee. If that were 
the case, they could not have recommended the abolition of the post. 

Sir, in thitf connection I may be permitted to say that the older 
statesmen of the House, and that I am the oldest man in this Council, 
and when we speak those who hear us, I merfn the pres^ reporters, 
ought to understand what we say. If we bring a question before the 
House for which we have spent our life and even our thought, then 
we expect that the reporters should try to understand the problem. 
If they do not, the fault is not ours. 

Sir, the question before us is a very simple one. The question is 
whether we should m have any department without a head. I ask. 



DEMANI) FOIt GRANTS. 


100 


imj 

whether there can be a man without a head? I believe the position 
is like that If Kishori Balm would ask us to accept his proposal, 
then I say that the thing cannot be run without a head. Therefore, 
I oppose it. 


The Hon We Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, this question was 
discussed very fully last year and I would have assumed that there 
was a definite decision of this House on this question but for the fuct 
that the Government had not come to a decision at that time and the 
members might have voted on Jt in the hope that perhaps Government 
may after all decide to retrench the post of the Inspector-General of 
Registration. The statement which I read out when I moved for a 
and for the time being it has been decided that the Inspector-General 
of Registration’s post should not be retrenched. All the arguments 
that are being put forward by Nawab Sahib just now together with 
what I said last year fully sup|x»rt the contention that it will be 
extremely inadvisable to retrench t he post of the Inspector-General of 
Registration. The statement which I read out when I moved for a 
grant shows that it has been possible to reduce expenditure by 
Rs. 1,11,000 from the total grant of Rs. 18,00,000 purely by personal 
attention to savings, and 1 think that is n very good justification 
for not abolishing the post of the Inspector-General of Registration. 
I am convinced that most of these savings could not have been effected 
but for the jiersonal attention of the Inspector-General of Registration 
to details which I doubt if the Excise Commissioner would have been 
able to go into. The expenditure is going to be Rs. 1,00,000 less than 
that of last year and we have already surrendered Its. 80,000 to Gov- 
ernment out of current year’s budget. So I think it will be a very false 
economy to do away with the post of the Insj^ector-General of Registra- 
tion at the present time. I do not think I need take up the time 
of the Council bv going into the details, but I }>elievo I have dealt 
fully with that question and have shown how the recommendation of 
the Mukherjee Committee has really been given effect to by the Gov- 
ernment by which a large amount has been saved. The Personal 
Assistant to the Inspector-General of Registration used to be a pro- 
vincial service man drawing something like Its. 600, but the present 
Personal Assistant is only a sub-registrar of about us. 150. ^here 
were 4 posts of Inspectors, of which 3 have now been retrenched. 
Certainly this is one of the departments in which there has been con- 
siderable retrenchment of superior posts, and no further retrenchment 
is possible. With these words I oppose the amendment and I 
hope that the mover will withdraw it. If not, I hope the House will 
reject it. 


Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri’s motion wa*then put and lost. 
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MaMvi MUHAMMAD HOStATN: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 69,000 under the head “9A— Registration— Superintendence” 
be reduced by Re. 1. 


tSir, in moving it I am in duty bound to disclose some bare truth 
which I know will not be palatable to many. ‘Every one of us knows 
how much one is to pay as bribe in order to have a document registered 
Unless you pay something to the peshkar there is no chance of vour 
documents being registered. I know, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister ‘will 
confront us by saying how do they refuse to register « document. It 
is m this way : The peshkar would at once say that the document has 
not been properly written, there is mistake here and there, and he 
would throw the document to the party; but as soon u 8 you pay him 
something it is all right. I can cite a number of instances ho‘w the 
illiterate jieople are being robbed in this wav. Suppose you go to 
have a document registered and there are some females with you who 
are also party to the document and their presence is required at the 
time of registration, the peshkar would say ‘‘Oh, there is no time 
to-day, your document cannot be registered to-day”. Sir can you 
imagine the helplessness of the party then who have come from a long 
distance by incurring some expenses which they find it very difficult 
o meet. They would then naturally try to influence the peshkar and 
through him other persons concerned and, Sir, as soon as you pay 
something there is ample time at the disposal of the sub-registrar 


Sir, it is also very often found that one can have a document of a 
minor executant registered, provided he pays something for the pur- 
poae. One can have a document registered of a dead permm ns if he 
was not dead at the time of registration, only he is to pay a heavy 

ITh iL ’ V 7: f b " In th ' S W11V 1 ° an R-ive of examples 

of bribery but I would not tire the patience of the House by giving 

them but at he same time I should conclude by giving another 
ixnmple of bribery which has become in vogue for the last two or 
[ST ' U * e n,n endment of the Bengal Tenancy Act in 

Slr ‘ vou can uvm,) Payment of pre-emption if you can only pay 
certain per cent, of it to the peshkar and others. I know of many 
cases where no pre-emption was realised in the case of the transfer 
of occupancy Holding. I know the Hon’ble Minister would at once 
say that how ,s it possible but I can tell him that it is possible and 
t has become , mss, ble, and I brought it to the notice of the authority 

“ *“ « .p >,n z 


... S, . r ’ 1 “ sk the Hon’ble Minister what would be the effect of 

his transfer-this transfer cannot have the effect of valid transfer 
hough it has been registered. I should at the same time point out 
that it is not possibly to every sub-registrar but it is possible to some 
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of them, and I should inform the Hobble Minister that in the sub- 
registry office of Muladi in the district of Bokarganj such things happen 
and the illiterate people without knowing the consequence of this, 
kind of transfer flock there to have their document of transfer of 
occupancy registered without paying the legal salami to the landlord. 
Sir, there are also some other methods of evading the law best kuown 
by which they tempt the people to pay bribe. I know the Hon’bl* 
Minister would at once say that unless you bring a sj>ecifie case it is 
impossible to check, ns it has been very often said by the high officials 
and even by Sir C. C. Ghose the other day with regard to a similar 
motion for reduction of gTant in land acquisition. 

But Sir, I should at once Vll the House that it is very difficult 
to prove a case of bribery against an officer, sometimes attempts were 
made but through the influence of higher officers it has proved w'orse. 
There w*as pressure upon the complainant and the witnesses from all 
directions and the complainant, jxxir man as he is, could not prove his 
case and he was hauled up for malicious prosecution aild with what 
results? The sub-registrar now openly indulges in taking illegal grati- 
fication and the people of the locality do not dare to raise even a voice 
of protest against that. 

So I say, Sir, that it is very difficult to bring further any specific 
case against a Government official, however low he may be; no one else 
other than the complainant wants to incur the displeasure of the Govern- 
ment official, because they have to approach him every now and then. 
So, Sir, I suggest that unless the matter is taken up in right earnest by 
the Government, unless there is any departmental check, unless the 
department voluntarily tries to enquire into the matter, no useful 
purpose would be served. There is no denying the fact that there i» 
bribery' and corruption in this deportment to a large extent. 

Sir, everybody knows that there is corruption and bribery in civil 
and criminal courts, but for some time past Government is trying to 
check it to some extent, hut no serious attempt has ever been made 
to check this evil practice in registry offices. Most of the people who 
deni in sub-registry' offices are illiterate and poor, they cannot find out 
a way to bring any charge against anybody, not to speak of Govern- 
ment officials. 

Sir, I have no doubt in my mind that every one iif this House is 
well acquainted with this evil practice and he would support me when 
I say that it should bf* stopped immediately. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: There is no denying the fact that 
corruption and bribery are very prevalent in the Registration Depart- 
ment. Not only in this department but in various other departments 
is this corruption prevalent, particularly in the lower ranks of the 
service. But, there is one thing which strikes flae^ It is 1 think verf 
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difficult for Government to prevent bribery and corruption. It Is ot|f 
■own character that makes bribery and corruption so very easy. If ou^ 
national character is not improved, I think no Government can put 
any check upon this thing 

Reverend V. A« NAGS Is the hon’ble member in order to apeak 
<of the national chaiacter in this way? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: What does it actually mean, according to you? 

Reverend B. A. NAG. That we are all that character. 
(Tojcbs: “No, No.”) 0 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not take it that way. I do not think it 
sms your intention, Maulvi Sahib, to condemn the whole people? 

ftffaislvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That was never my intention, and 
nobody is more sorry than myself when I contemplate this state of 
things prevailing in our country. Corruption is prevalent in every 
country, hut so far ns our country is concerned 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Perhaps you mean that a certain percentage 
of those who generally go to these registration offices are sometimes 
not so strict as they ought to be. 

* , MauJvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes. I mean that. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Your expressions were not quite happy — they 
^vere rather misleading. I fully believe that when you levelled 
your charge you had not in view the “national character” although 
those words unfortunately escaped your lips. 

Mkftulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN. I never meant the whole nation, 
but what I say is that there should be no 

Mr. PR8SIDENT: Never mind, go on, don’t labour that point any 
more, 

tauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: But I say there should be no bide 
and seek so far as this matter is concerned. Hail our own tpeople been 
of the right mentality and of the right strength of character this state 
of things would pot have been possible. We cannot surely reform our 
■ow n character by overlooking our defects. If there are defects, it is 
W duty to see that these defects are remedied. Therefore it is neces- 
aary to bring home to those who are responsible" for such a state of 
things befng made ^possible in this country, that they should subject 



DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


118 


^themselves to strict self-examination for the sake of their country’s 
Honour. I would also draw the attention of the Government to the fact 
that the Government has not been doing all that it should do. Surely, 
as I have just before said, it is not possible for the Government to 
wipe out bribery absolutely from the laud, that is an impossibility, 
but my complaint against the Government is that they have not taken 
adequate steps, that they have not been taking any steps whatever to 
Btop bribery particularly in this department. I do* not think it will be 
impossible to tackle thiC problem if Government*and the people com- 
bine and try to cheqk it, and in that case a better state of things ijjay 
be attained in a very shortrtiq^e. I hope the Hon’ble Minister wiJJ 
take this matter into serious consideration and see what can be done 
to put at least a partial check on the evil which is unfortunately so 
^prevalent in this country. v 

' *** n 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I rise to support the motion of Maulvi Muham- 
mad Hossain: Sir, I have also got personal experience of this injregis- 
tration offices. Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan however mqch he may be 
trying to support Government, and I say without fear of contradic- 
tion, would admit that if Government wants, they can put a stop to 
this within 24 hours. I lay the whole blame at the door of the head 
of the department. As I have often said, the Government and the 
heads of the departments are only high officials, they do not care to 
go into the details, however much we may try to bring these icings 
before them. Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan says, with regard to the ^ 
registration office, that the high officials are not toi blame, it is tlte 
poor clerks and the members of the public also who are to a certain 
degree to be blamed. I say the members of the public are not to blame: 
the poor people who go there for registration have not sufficient money 
to bribe these people, but they are compelled to pay some bribe under 
exceptional circumstances. I have noticed recently in a certain regis- 
tration office, an officer is sitting in the middle on a platform; on bis 
right hand there is another officer, and on the left, another still. When 
a document is placed before the officer, the officer ^would not receive it; 
he is smoking and chew'ing pan; you have made your document over 
to the right hand man; that man is sitting with a cash box before him, 
and when this application is given to him, he hands it ovqr to the other 
man. This man is a mere clerk. Without going into the details«of 
the document.^ tells # vou that there is no comma or full stop, and 
it is not podhible to accept it, and so* makes a* thousand and one ex- 
cuses. But as soon as it is 2 o’clock, he tells you that he cannot take 
the document and you must come another day. Now the applicant has 
been waiting since 10-30, and he is asked to go away and come agai*; 
this ipan comes from*? distant place, the remotest corner of the dis- 
trict, so he realises that it is best that he should«pay some xqpney and 
get his business done quickly. In spite of the faoi that the officer ia 


o 
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sitting there, he cannot get anything done; the officer has connived at* 
these things. I think if the H^n’ble Minister would agree and accona- 
pany me, I will give him definite instances of cases like this. As I have 
said, these high officials do not agree to go into details like this; even 
'the Inspector-General of Registration would not agree to go into details 
and look into tfTese matters personally, if they were pointed out to him. 
That is the f sf&te ftf things in every registration office; I am only relat- 
ing an in#tanee A vin a t certain very big registration office; one can 
imagine what happens in small registration offices. There they create 
1<^£ of trouble, and I say without leaf of 'contradiction that these 
people go there and are forced to pay to^get thei? business done. As 
soon as they pay, everything is all right. The clerk would not look 
for defects and everything will be all right. I would suggest that 
Government should bring pressure to bear upon the sub-registrars and, 
officers of the Registration Department. TfrU iff a long standing 
ggW&nce and I would advise Government to look into it and stop it, 
but government will never acknowledge that the corruption exists and 
these cases are mentioned then the high officials always try to 
defend the man on the spot. That being the case, corruption isr in- 
creasing every day. I would request the Hon’ble Minister to issue i 
proper instructions to the sub-registrars, call for a report and make 
inquiries so that this may he immediately put a stop to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN : I am really most 
Surprised at the statements that have been made by the responsible 
members of this House and most of all at what has fallen from the 
l&fft speaker, Mr. Banerji. If I understood him correctly it came to 
*tfes : That he has been going to registration offices and has seen the 
documents submitted by the public being refused to be registered and 
later on payment of illegal gratification those very documents were 
registered. Although he is an elected member of this House with a 
true sense of public duty, he has never thougbHt fit to bring it to the 
notice of either the Registration Department or the Hon’ble Minister’s; 
’"If M.L.C.’s will not take the trouble and will not bring these things to 
the notice of the department I ask, how is it possible to check \\? 

It is very easy for the members of this House to make statements of 
this kind, but I crave their indulgence to look at the difficulties with 
wjiich we are faced. I asdt any member of this House or anybody if it 
has ever been ihotrn that after a complaint has %feen made an inquiry 
%as not been held. In every Case that we ^receive complaints, an 
inqufcf is immediately held, and it is not correct to state that action 
has not been taken. As recently as 1932 two sub-registrars were dis- 
jfcissed and ajso some ministerial officers. As I said last year, I repeat 
agtfri that tn certain cases in prhich we warffjfi take action, recom- 
mendatiojjs made^to us that extreme steps should not be taken. But 
that ha«.lfSt|)rev|pted the department from taking extreme steps. I 
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would like to place before the House— I do not first of all admit that 
everywhere there is corruption— why is it that w| are not in a position 
to stop corruption? First, as Maulvi T&misuddin Khan has said, there 
is not that public sense of duty amongst the people who go to regis- 
tration offices. There ^re some who go deliberately to registration 
offices to get their documents registered by bribery. Thera are others 
who are forced by certain circumstances to pay a certain amount of 
illegal gratification to the sub- registrar or to his office. It may be 
6aid, why is it done? I say that it is dqne in order to get a defective 
or faulty document registered. It is only in such cases that fhe sub- 
registrar or his office can extort money, llut us far as the department 
is concerned, until there is evidence it would Ik* absolutely unfair if We 
go and take action against our officers. If u complaint is made and an 
inquiry is held and the people do not come forward to give evidence, 

I do not see how the department can l>c held responsible. The depart- 
ment can be held responsible only if it is shown that there hat bfeen 
delay or neglect to hold an inquiry when the matter is brought to Our 
notice. Similarly, we can be held responsible if it can be proved 
that we have not taken any steps to punish the persons concerned U%en 
any irregularity has been committed. But I submit that not a single 
case has been cited to shoj-v that a compluint bus been made and no 
action taken. 

Maulvi ABDUL KARIM: Is it not possible to issue a general 
circular? 

t 

The HOft’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: It is already in the 
service rules that no Government servants can take bribe. Issuing ef 
circulars will not stop it. There are the Magistrates and other officers 
before whom complaints can be made, but the trouble is that it is very 
difficult to prove these cases. People who generally give bribe either 
do it because they got a certain amount of facility or because sometimes 
they are in a hurry. It is very difficult to produce evidence that they 
have done so. Whenever we suspect that a certain officer ha# 41 bad 
reputation, we stop his promotion. We t^ke drastic action also in 
those cases wherg the department is satisfied that a particular person * 
has been guilty or corruption although his guilt could not be proved in 4 
a court of law. A# foon as any disciplinary action is taVen against any 
officer, the Inspentar-General of Registration, communicates to # all 
other offices of the department that such and sue]} action has been 
taken against such and such person. This is a recent innovation in 
order to warn the officers of the department. I do not think it is fair 
to suggest that the Registration Department is wholly epr$H>t or m 
there is a great deal wf corruption ia R. As I said untap the 

people come forward and help the department to chegttlb evil, the 

department cannot do anything.* We are in %very wjj^taady to do 

♦ r w% ■ 
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anythin# to stop it and we appeal to the public to help us in checking 
the evil. If the people offer to help us and we do not avail ourselves of 
the offer, then we can be blamed. With these words I oppose the 
motion. 

Maulvi Muhammad Hossain’s motion wasVthen put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


Ail, Mart*! HtMaa. 

■aftwfe, Martvl kyak Majik. 
■•a*r)l, Mr. F. 

Baraua, Baka Fra«kari. 

Bariaa, Brt bltt Piftkaua. 
Baa*, Mr. Baraakra Kaaur. 
Obrtliirl, Baka Kiaktri Malta. 
Cbaakhary, Maahrl Naral Abaar. 
Datt, Hal Baka4«r Dr. Marikkaa. 
Nh«i Kaxl Kakakal. 

Haaaaia, Maahrl Mahianaa*. 
Lav, Mr. lartaara Rath. 


AYE8. 


Mtttra, Baka karat Okaakra. 

MtakarJaa, Mr. kyaMaoraaak. 

Rrtkat, Mr. Fraaaaaa Dak. 

Rrt Makaaai, Maalakra Dak. 

Ray, Baka Aiaalyakhaa. 

Ray, Baba K Iwttar Makaa. 

Ray, Baka Hagaakra Marayaa. 

Ray, Mr. kfcaatl Ikakkaraavar. 

Rant, Baka Naaaal. 

Baiaak, Maahrl Aka as. 

liaka, Raja Bakakar Bkayaakra Marayaa, af Rackl* 
par. 


NOE8. 


Afaal Raarakiaka Kkvaja Mabaaiaiak, Kfcaa 
Bakakar. 

Akattk, Rkaa Bakakar Maalvl f nakakkia. 

Bat, Baka LaJIt Kaaur. 

Brt. Rai kakik karat Okaakra. 

Baalr tlkkia, Khaa kakik Maall Mabaaiaiak. 

Bata, Mr. k. M. 

Batteartay, Mr. 4. M. 

Obaakhart, Kbaa Bakakar Martvl Hakxar Rakaiaa. 
Oakaa, Mr. D. 4. 

Barry, Mr. T. A. 

Da*, Rai Bakakar katyaakra Kaaiar. 

Datt, Mr. B. 0. 

Biftay, Mr. R. B. A. 

taaatjl, Maalvl Mar Rakaiaa Khaa. 

Faraaal. tha Mta*bls Havab K. B. M., Khaa 
Bakakar. 

Fawaat, Mr. L. R. 
fariaaaa, Mr. R. H. 

•b ates tk# Haa'kt* Mr Ohara Obaakar. 

•kaxaavi, Ik* Ntak'i* AibakJ Mavak Bakakar 
Mr Akkrtkarl*, at Dllkaar. 

•Makrtet, Mr. R. N. 

Maktfag. Mr. D. « 

•aka, Baka Frataka Kaaiar. 

•aka, Mr. F. M. 

Hag**, Rkaa Bakakar Martvl Arttrt. 

Matt, Mr. B. F. 

Maarta, Rank Matbaraf, Rkaa Bakakar. 


Khaa, Khaa Babakar Maalvl Maanaai All. 
Kbaa, Mr. Rataar Rabaiaa. 

Martia, Mr. 0. M. 

Hitter, Mr. k. 0. 

Makbapakbyaya, Rai kabib karat Okaakra. 
MaHiab, Mr. Makaaka Bahary. 

Rag, Rmraak B. A. 

Rag, Baba Oak Lai. 

Martaiakkla, tk* Haa’kla Mr. Kkvaja. 
Rakaiaa, Mr. A. C. 

Rakaiaa, Mr. A. F. M. Abkar-. 

Ray Bhaakbarl, Mr. K. 0. 

Rate, tk* Haa'bte Mr. R. M. 

Ray, tk* Naa'kte Mr Bijay Fraaak Magh. 
Ray, Mr. kalbarar Magh. 

Ray, Mr. karat Kaaiar. 

Ray Obaakbari, Baka Naai Bbaakra. 
kaakataHak, Maahrl Mabaaiaiak. 
kabaaa, Baka katya Kiakar. 
karkar, Rrt Bakakar Rakatl Makaa. 
kaa, Rrt kakik Akihty Kaautf. 
kaa, Mr. B. R. 

hairtana, Martvl Mabaaiaiak. 

TbaMpaaa, Mr. W. IU 
Taaraaak, Mr. H. F. f , 

Wrthar, Mr. W. A. M. 

WBklaaaa, Mr. C. R. 

WHHate*. Mr. A. k*B. 

Wa a k ki ak, tk* Mak'rta Mr A, u 


“Ayes** being 23 and “Noes” 55, the motion was lost. 


Hr. MARMORA KUMAR BASUs Long live corruption! 
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Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: I beg to moVe that the 
demand of Its. 10,47,000 under the head “9B — Registration— 'District 
chargee** be reduced by Its. 100 (rules for the appointments of can- 
didates of the scheduled castes as sub-registrars and as clerks). 

Sir, I hjveriodicntedMhat the reason of this motion of mine is to 
draw the attention of the Government to the want of proper provision 
for the candidates of the scheduled castes for appointment either as 
sub-registrars or as clerks in the registration offices. You will be 
pleased to remember. Sir, that I had occasions before to table motions 
of this nature under this head. I had occasion then to point out the 
grave injustice meted out to ^he candidates of these classes when I 
showed on a reference to facts and figures that while in 1929 they 
appointed 27 sub-registrars, the Government was generous enough to 
make only one appointment from amongst the candidates of the sche- 
duled castes or depressed classes. We knew that there were several 
very good candidates from amongst these classes, most of whom were 
graduates. Some of them were nominated by the Collectors of their 
respective districts. This would certainly show that these Candidates 
were properly qualified candidates under the rules, but none of them 
was appointed except one. Sir, out of the 27 candidates appointed, 
we find that at least 12 were undergraduates. It is difficult to under- 
stand on what principle these appointments were made. The candi- 
dates, who were selected in 1929, joined their office in May, 1930. 

In December, 1930, 12 appointments were made as sub- registrars 
who joined office in January and February, 1931. Of these, four 
were undergraduates. We know that on this occasion also there were 
some qualified candidates from amongst the scheduled castes or depress- 
ed classes, a few of whom were also graduates. But we find that only 
two appointments— or rather only one appointment was made from 
amongst them. The Hon 'hie Minister was pleased to state in his reply 
then that three appointments were made from amongst the scheduled 
caste candidates; but on a reference to the list, he would be good 
enough to. find that it was not so. 

So far as the appointments of 1929 were concerned, the Hnn’ble 
Minister in charge said that these appointments were made before he 
came in office though the notification in the gazette wag published ft 
his name. But, 8h\ we do not sav anything against any individual 
official, nor do I consider it proper for me to find fault with anyone as 
such. Our«grievonce is against the policy of the Government as a 
whole. The Government lays down certain qualifications for certain 
appointments. We produce candidates perfectly answering to those 
tests and that even to the satisfaction of the district administrative 
heads. But something happens thereafter somewhere of which one is 
perfectly ignorant, whereby we find that thoM candidates are safely 
omitted from the list of appointments. We find that in the cadre of 
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sub-registrars consisting of 417 officers there had only been |bout a very 
f ew n ot even a dozen — appointments made from amongs^ these candi- 
dates. The first appointment was made in about 1907 under the old 
Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam. This is 'tV way in 
whiqh justice and sympathy are being sh<*wn to itf fifren in the 
matter of appointments as sub-registrar, whose only/IWles, as was 
humourously pointed out by Syed Jalaluddin H|ihemy, tV& a member 
of this Council, are to see how the particular documents are written 
out and if the proper stamps are affixed, though we hav^been told that 
the Government is sympathetic towards these classes. Sir, you will 
excuse me if I repeat what the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
department was good enough to say in reply to a question of mine some 
time ago that whether an undergraduate would be superior to a graduate 
or whether the latter would be inferior to the former for appointment 
as sub-registrar would depend upon other considerations. Well, Sir, 
this is the other consideration of which we are very jnucli apprehensive 
as we learn at times what these other considerations are; and we can 
only express our regret for the same. 

As regards the clerks in the various registration offices in Bengal, 
you will find, Sir, that the position is still worse. For out of a total of 
1,221 clerks in the whole province formerly and now the number has 
been reduced to 1,108 for whom the annual expenditure is over five 
lakhs of rupees. We do not know if there is any one — not to talk of a pro- 
per number — of the candidates of the depressed classes in the whole 
cadre. Are we to understand that these candidates are not even fit for 
these clerkships? No, Sir, that is not the situation. It is the other 
consideration within which these candidates cannot hope to reach even 
for generations. 

I do not desire to enter into further details. But, Sir, it w r ould be 
improper on my part if I had not said in this connection of the just 
attitude of the present Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of 
Registration towards the legitimate demands of these classes. And this 
makes the situation still more painful. Our sincere request to him is 
that he would try and see that the Government do translate their 
sympathies into real action by setting apart a number of appointments 
fot the qualified candidates of these classes at the time of each selection 
and would give all proper and necessary direction to the several autho- 
rities concerned. 

I hope, Sir, there can be no objection to ttiis moderate and just 
demand of ours. With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the 
House. 

* 

Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: Sir, I beg to support the motion 
of Mr. Mukunda Behajy Mullick. His demand is a legitimate demand. 
He only wants th%t tbe legitimate claims of tbe scheduled castes 



DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


1934.] 


119 


should be respected anth tfr lip-sympathy so often shown by the Govern- 
ment should be translated into action. He has shown by facts and 
figures how 4he scheduled caste.s have been treated by Government 
so long. Bdl in this matter, Sir, we cannot blame the Government 
alone. Thf situation has been everywhere the same; even in self- 
governing institutions, ^here Indians predominate, there also, their 
position is exactly the same or perhaps worse. If we cannot show 
sympathy to them and if we cannot be just to them, I do not know 
how we can «laim justice from other people, for example, from the 
British and others, under whom we are now groaning, us we so 
often hear it suid. If we cannot stop the groaning of our own people, 
we cannot claim to have any s^impathy, any consideration from others, 
from foreigners us we often put up the cry. If we want to be fit 
for self-government in this country, we must know bow to treat our 
brethren, treat our own people justly, equally, and fairly as between 
man and man. It cannot be said, so far as my experience goes, that 
they are unfit or that there is any dearth of qualified candidates 
among them. I for myself can for the information of the House 
say that, so far as my district is concerned, there was not a single 
member of the scheduled castes employed in the district board five 
years beck. Since the time that I came into the district board, I 
have taken a large number of scheduled caste candidates — ]ieople who 
are better qualified than even the caste people. When I came in, Sir, 
the entire ministerial staff of the district board consisted of n number 
of clerks and only three of them were Muhammadans. Of the ten 
Hindu clerks there were only 2 matriculates among them and the rest 
were all non-matriculates. They have no qualifications, so to say, 
and it could not be said bv any stretch of imagination that non- 
matriculates among the Muhammadans or scheduled castes were not 
available from the Muhammadan commounity or from the scheduled 
castes. I am not now speaking for the Muhammadans but these 
gentlemen who were in power, they could have shown some real con- 
sideration for their own kith and kin as they are now trying to 
establish. # I only wish. Sir, that their cry that these scheduled castes 
belong to their own kith and kin, should be translated into action, 
and that they should be shown real sympathy by action and not merely 
by words. Sir, that is with regard to what can be done and it is 
only an example of how they have been neglected. If«you are really 
anxious to be just to them, there is ample opportunity for you, %nd 
there is no 0 dearth or •lack of properly qualified men among them. 
The cry of efficiency is often raised in this connection but so far as 
my experience goes it is a totally false cry. I want, Sir, only really 
efficient #men should be taken: our complaint is not that inefficient 
men are not being taken, but our complaint is that really efficient 
meii, men answering to the standard prescribed for particular positions 
and posts, should be taken in and no favouritism should be shown 
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to anybody. I only want that justice should* be done to these much- 
neglected people, nothing more and nothing less. I hope the Hon’ble 
Minister, who is a Muhammadan, and according to whose reli|jion all 
men are equal in the eye of the Allah, will not be guided by any other 
principle whatsoever, than the principle of justice, equity and fair- 
ness to all concerned. With these remarks* I appeal most fervently 
to Government that the claim of the much-neglected people should 
no longer be deferred and that their just claim should be respected 
and regarded as early as possible. With these remarks I support the 
motion. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARE8WAR, RAY: We have just now 
heard a very eloquent speech from Maulvi Nausher Ali and as a Hindu 
I welcome this support for one section of the Hindus. But I am 
afraid that there is something wrong in this motion. It has been 
said in the motion that rules should be made for the appointment of 
candidates of scheduled castes as sub-registrars and clerks. Sir, we 
do not exactly know what is meant by “scheduled caste.” We have 
heard that Government sometimes makes some distinction between 
the members of the depressed clusses and caste Hindus, but so far 
as scheduled caste is concerned I believe it is a new term, and it is 
only intended to apply so far as the new constitution is concerned. 
It should not have any reference so far as appointments are eocemed. 
So I believe it is the intention of the mover of this motion that this 
rule should apply to the depressed classes and not to the scheduled 
castes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN : I consider that it 
is very hard that this amendment should have Wen moved at all, 
specially in view of the fact that for the last three years no appoint- 
ment of sub-registrar has Wen made and the facts and figures that 
have been cited by Mr. Mullick refer to the year 1929-30, in which 
he himself admitted that, so far as the appointments of 1929 are 
concerned, they were practically made before I assumed charge of my 
office. As far as 1930 is concerned, Sir, out of the 12 appointments, 
according to him, two were given to the members of the backward 
classes or scheduled castes, whichever term may be applied to them; 
but according, to my calculation three appointments were made from 
candidates belonging to backward classes. I am speaking from 
memory. Therefore, I think, that if this moticyi has been moved with 
a view to bringing to the notice of the Registration Dej&rtment the 
necessity of appointing members of the scheduled castes in the future, 
then Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick knows very well that as far as 
passible Government are always anxious to see that special representa- 
tion should be given to the depressed classes if they cannot come in 
on merits. But I i^puld like to remind him that it is not possible 
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within the space of ohe, or two, or even five years to remedy the dis- 
advantages of hundreds of years. It is not possible to stopcecruitment 
altogether from all other communities and give appointments to the 
members of the backward classes. (Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin: 
Why not?) Whenever possible we are trying our best, in #11 services, 
to deal fairly with ttfe representatives of the scheduled castes. 
Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick has not been able to state any facts 
and figures as regards clerical appointments and therefore I will Wiot 
go into that question. As far as possible our instructions are clear, 
and according to those instructions certain percentage of appointments 
is always reserved for the backward classes. We will try our level 
best to give effect to these instructions and I promise that if in any 
case due consideration has not been given to the claims of members 
of the depressed classes — and if such cases are brought to my notice — 
I shall try my best to rectify the mistake. With this assurance I 
hope Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick will see his way to withdraw his 
motion. 

Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick* s motion was then bv leave of the 
House withdrawn. 

Babu SATYA KINKAR BAHAMA: Sir I beg to move tha^ the 
demand of Rs. 10,47,000 under the head “OB — Registration — District 
charges’* be reduced by Its. 100 (to criticise registration of documents 
generally and that of the conveyances of raiyati holdings specially). 

Sir, at the beginning I would like to state that I move this motion 
not to create any trouble for the Government or the Ilon’ble Minister 
nor to censure the policy of Government. My object is simply to 
invite the attention of the Ilon'ble Minister to the troubles that are 
often met with in the rural areas for want of care on the part of sub- 
registrars at the time of registering documents. I am not going to 
speak about the frauds, false personations, corruptions and other things 
which take place in registration offices, because ns long as the world 
will remain as it is and there will be vice in human nature, I think 
the sub-registrars will not be able to check them however much they 
might try. The ]K>int which I want to bring to the notice of the 
Hon’ble Minister is as regards the illegal registration of conveyances 
of raiyati holdings. In the districts in which settlem^it records have 
been prepared and the status of the raiyat $ have been explicitly stBted, 
we find that in the case of conveyances or transfers of raiyati holding 
to avoid &e payment of landlords’ fees the occupancy holdings are 
sometimes mentioned as mukarari, holdings, and as the sub-registrars 
do not care to compare the status of the transferees by referring to 
the settlement records raiyati holdings and occupancy holdings are 
transferred as mukarari holdings, and the landlords are deprived of 
their fees. But when the landlords come to feow of this — and they 
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cannot but come to know of this— when the iti ukarari fee of Re. 1 
reach them*they come to know, they run to the law courts and in this 
*Ey bitterness is created between the landlords and the ratyqfo and 
litigation also increases. I, therefore, invite the Mention of the 
Hobble Mjtoidter to this state of affairs and request him that he would 
be so good as to instruct the sub-registrars that ^Jttn they register 
documeits involving transfers of raiyati holdings they should be care- 
fuPiu comparing the status mentioned in the documents with the one 
Mentioned in the settlement records. With these few words I commend 
*my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. H. R. WILKINSON: Mr. President, Sir, the attention of 
Government has already been drawn to the kind of case which 
Mr. Sahana has cited just now. It is true that in some cases the 
status of the raiyati holdings have been wrongly described. I should 
like to point out that such mistakes are very difficult to check, but I 
may inform the member that Government are already considering 
whether anything can be done in the matter. The difficulty is to 
frame a rule, which will prevent this kind of fraud without at the same 
time causing undue hardship to the inuocent registrant. After all. 
Sir, a sub-registrar is primarily concerned to see that a document 
presented for registration is technically correct and not with the title 
or right which the document purports to convey. 

(Here the time-limit for Registration was reached.) 

Babu SATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Sir, in view of the assurance 
given by Mr. Wilkinson, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my 
motion. 

The motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The main demand was then put and agreed to. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

9A — Scheduled Taxes. 

Ths Hovt’bft Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 5,000 be granted for expenditure under the*head “9A-«-Scheduled 
taxes.” 

Motion for reduction. 

Bate KISHORI MOHAN GHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 

the demand of Re. 5,000 under the head “9A — Scheduled taxes” be 

reduced by Rs. 4,999/’ 

* 
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Sir, my point is this : that no allowance need 4e given to the Royal 
Calcutta Turf Club. The Turf Club has sufficient means atfts disposal 
and I *do not think any special establishment is necessary to colledt 
this tax, because the Turf Club can requisition the account! of the 
book-makers and* thus /ealise the tax. Therefore I tloAnot** ttffhk 
it is necessary tl^Cany sum need be spent on this score. WeBti all 
aware -that zemindprs also realise large sums due to them MP&lses 
without any charge: they have got to spend a good dehl to realise 
their dues. What I do not understand is that Rs. 5,0tH) is required 
for the collection of about Rs. 8 lakhs which is small compared with? 
the incomes which accrue from the zwnindari*. If this provision is 
omitted. I feel that it will nof affect the situation in any way. That 
is why I have moved this motion for reduction and I hope the House 
will accept it. 


The Hoft’Me Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: Sir, I oppose the motion. 
We used to pay Rs. 13,000 per annum to the Royal Calcutta Turf Club 
for the collection of this tax, but on the recommendation of the 
Retrenchment Committee we have reduced it to Rs. 6,000 only. The 
amount of work involved is considerable, and I feel sure we should 
not ask the Turf Club to accept less. 

The motion was then put and lost. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 5,000 under the head “5 A — Scheduled taxes” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I have moved this motion just to criticise the attitude of the 
Government in the matter of encouraging gambling. It is significant 
that the Hon’ble Member in moving his motion of demand has not said 
anything in order to substantiate or rather to justify the payment of 
this amount. It would be in the recollection of the House that during 
the debate of my Bill — I mean the State Lotteries Bill — the Govqrj- 
ment opposed it on the ground that if that were passed Government 
would be accused of encouraging the gambling habits of the people. 
The Hon’ble Member said, or rather cri ticised me by saying, that my 
measure was mischievous and that it was rather dishonest on the part 
of any person to bring in a Bill of that nature to encoutage gambling. 
When this fact was brought to my notice, I retorted that gambling 
goes on regularly in Ae race course. May I enquire why Government 
are so very anxious to take that illegal money realised from the race 
course. The Hon’ble Member in his defence justified by saying that 
there was at least some check on the gambling instincts of the people. 
From the figures before us we find that last year the collection was t 
Rs. 7,35,000 but this year the figure is Rs. 8,25,000, so instead of^ * 
there being a check on the gambling spirit thlfc|axes are increasing. 
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What does it me^n ? « Increase in betting taxes means more gambling. 
Th# peopleware going to the "races and wasting ifceir money. I would 
Mke to enquire of the Hon’ble Member what justification theia copld 
be aftei^whaf he had said in opposition to my Bill fo?^he Government 
to %i*g in this demand ? c 

Tn this connection I would appeal to the European group, parti- 
cubrftyHo Mr. Thompson, the Puritan, who opposed my Bill.* 
v I. shall next examine the arguments advanced by another group — 
I mean Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque and Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
M. A. Momin. Particularly Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin who said 
that gambling was prohibited in the Quoran. Close upon his heels 
another member, Nawab Saheb, told us that there was no such prohibi- 
tion in the Quoran. 1 submit that this demand for grant gives an 
opportunity to all Muslims to encourage the gambling instincts of the 
people and realising no less than Its. 8,25,000. Here also particularly 
I would refer to Mr. 8. M. Bose who is also another Puritan. He said 
it was against his principles to support a measure like this. It is 
rafher to request me that I should have brought in another measure, 
a measqre that will stop all lotteries and gambling in the land. Of 
course I told him that that would be considered afterwards. But 
here is'ni* opportunity also for him to support that gambling should 
be stopped, and those people who think that gambling should be 
stopped here is nn opjvortunity for them which should prove thht they 
were at least honest for that particular purpose. 

With these words I beg to move my motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Befoie I adjourn I might tell the House that 
only 8 minutes uie left; but even these 8 minutes will be swallowed 
up by the adjourn ment. 

(The House adjourned for 15 minutes.) ' ’ 

(After Adjournment.) 

Mr. P. Banerji’s motion being put a division was taken with the 
following result 


ftaaarji, Mr. S. 

Sail, Mr. Ntrtatfra Kaaar. 


Kaatai, MaahH AM. 

Khaa, Kha> Sataiar MaaM Maanaai AIL 




AYE8. 
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NOES. 


AMMt, KB M MMi Mtalvi t mt&W *. 
Asiwtrtk, Mr. B.B. 

Bal, B«b« UNt Ka*ar. 
M,«aitalftlan(Uai4n. 

BtaBayra, Mr. H. 

Bam, Hr. U M. 

B<M>Hy«Mr. S. H. 

S M i bbart , Klua •iki4ir Maahri Halaar 

Maalkait, Dr. Dp»< n OkiNn. 

Carry* Mr. T. A. 

Datt. Mr. •. I. 

CC|ln ( «awll.aA. 

Farafal, tba Maa’Ma Mawab K. C. M., Kbaa • 
Balmier. 

Fawtm, Mr. L. R. 
raiyapaa. Me «. A. 

8km, tba Maalta Clr Obara CbaaCar. 

•baaaari, tba Naa'Ma AlbabJ Hawab Cabaiar 
« Mr AMalkerim, at DMaar. 

BBabdat, Mr. It N. 

DlaMfag, Mr. D. 

Caha, Mr. P. N. 

Haig, Mr. •. P. 


HCMala, MmM UtitaL 
Kkaa, Mr. ftataar ftabaua. 

Martta, Mr. 0. M. 

Hitter, Mr. 1 1. 

Mtttra, Baba barat earner*. 

MalHak, Mr. Mabaatfa Babary. 

Nat, Baba tab Lai. 

NaHakaCMa, IN Hta’bU Mr. Itbwaja. 
Nabaaai, Mr. A. 

Babaiaa, Mr. A. F. 

Rabat aa, Hr. A. F. M. AMar.. 

RaU, tba Maatta Mr. i. R. 

Ray. tba Naa'Ma Mr Bljay Praaat Mafb. 
Ray, Mr. taHaavar Mafb. 

Ray, Mr. tarat Kaaiar. 
laatfatabab, Maalvi MahaaiaiaM 
tarbar, Ral Babaiar Rabatl Mabaa. 
t*a, Ral tablb Abibay Kaaiar. 
laa, Mr. B. R. 

Tawaaat, Mr. N. P. V. 

WHbiaaaa. Mr. N. R. 

WWleau, Hr. tab. 

Waabbaat, tba Naa’Ma Mr. 4. A. 


“Aye4” being 20 and “Noes” 44, the motion was lost. 
The main demand was then put and agreed to. 


XIII, 15, 15 (1), 16 and 55— Irrigation. 

The Hon’bla Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDEL KERIM CHUZ* 
NAVI, of Dilduar: On the recommendation of His Excellency the 
Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 00,30,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the heads “XIII —Irrigation — Working expenses/* 
“15 — Other revenue expenditure financed from ordinary revenue/’ 
**I6 (1)— Other revenue expenditure financed from famine relief grant/’ 
“10— Construction of irrigation works” and “55 — Construction of irri- 
gation works not charged to revenue”. 

* Sir, owing to continued financial stringency, the expenditure budget 
of this department for the ensuing year has necessarily been curtailed 
keeping in view only the expenses that are essential for maintaining 
the activities of the department. The demand is Its. 4, 7$, 000 less than 
what was sanctioned by the Council in March last. The decrease is 
mainly du^to reduce# provision for work, maintenance and repairs, 
establishment and stock suspense. For financial reasons it has not been 
possible to provide for any new major works in the next year’s budget. 
Following the practice of the last few years, provision has bean made 
«ontyr for a few small works of a non-recurring nature which are consider- 
ed fo be imperatively necessary. These will be found on pages 27 to 29 
of the printed budget. They include the consumption of a sluice ot p 
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r d£alind$ar fHijliaJTidal -Canal) and anotfier at Bhaitgagh (Oriaan ‘Coast 
Ci«4) f for each 4 *hicb q etttti of Us. 1,000 tofteen Vovided. Then 
ttfel# u the cohsftuctibki'oi a syjihoii*% Jalna channel oozing Be. 1,000. 
The cdhsfructto 0/ Am two sluices, one at £nlin|g&r tfnd thf^ther at 
Bhiifgarh, is fohnd to be^ urgently necessary f^om the experienced this 

* year’s floods an# should no* be delayed any more. A sypho% under iss 
Kalna, channel is also urgently necessary as the channel haq obstructed 
local ^drainage -and people have been complaining about it for soma time 
past* Besides these, a sum of Rs. 6,000 has been provid^for new 
purveys and investigations in connection with the irrigation *Wd 
drainage problems of the province and a sum of Its. 15,OOjp |dr fho coil- » 
stniction of a temporary bridge at Tollygunge over the^Tbily^a if ala. 
Tty* existing Tollygunge bridge is in a dangerous condition *fod 1 its 
leconstruction is immediately necessary for the safety. Of vehifqlafand 
pedestrian traffic. The provision made for it represents the Government 
share of the cost of construction during the next year. The total rough* 
estimated cost of the bridge including the temporary bridge is 

Rs. 3,20,000. 


As regards the works in progress, provision has been made for meet 
J&e Government share of the cost during the next year in connection 
irith the reconstruction of canal bridges, such as Alipora/Wifkeldsfnga, 
8ella#hata, Manicktola and Chitpur. Funds have also been prdvidM 
fO continue the work of constructing two distributaries in collection 
with the Eden Canal, one from Goralmuri to Benepur and the other 
from Hirangram to Bahadurpur, to carry on surveys in progress and to 
complete the demarcation and survev of Government lands along the 
Tolly’s ffala. 


The construction of the Damodar Canal is being* financed by loans 
fosgfc the Provincial Loans Fund. A sum of Rs. 6,61,700, bbjch is* the 
anticipated requirement for this working during the next financial year 
to been provided under head “ 00 A”. Progress on that worfc ha* beefl a 
retarded by heavy rainfall during the current year. Tte work is how- 
ever likely to be completed by the end of the next financed yearf As 
Ofrta^l jjpctions of the canal have been completed and have begun In 
yield^/etowte, the Revenue Account of the canal was opened fteoin 1st 
April, 1933. t 


The total provision for works, extensions .and improvements in the 
next* yearY budget is about Rs. 83,000 less tba% the giant for |he catf- 
jTent year. "The reduced requirements for extensions and improvements ^ 
of thi Canal bridges under bead “XIII-B” and for the wotk “Dapodar 
Cftna}^ tinder hand ff 555A” mainly account for ibis reduced provision. 

Then, there is the provision for maintenance and nepalro uir3#^nll 
$£adr in the next year’s budget. Thi* {•«&*. 12,89,000, or ubdut* 
%h 72,000 less the$4he current year’e^gnant, ol which Rs, *‘11,00^00(1 
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is the fit. — eosent as worked out on the basis of ;the adtualf ol thn^ 
last two vprs, andd^l,89,SK) is dbr*t^eci%3f ftpairs to the bapki of 
the KriXpore Canal, silt riejugiifr of ,the caWjJtnd’loV replacin^jthe 
two 4y*J? gates of (he Clitpur Ihpk jud the ffodf of the 

ink. 5Me special repafr ^orhe are* uecessaiy* u7Vee£- flooding utader 
Ufcntrol mffl for improving tte dmjrifmge of the kxge aje^ north of the' 
Ar,i|f#»pore Canal which haf suffered from severe Hoods in recent yeait, 
especially 'in the$* jliouhJ be executed before the next flood 

aedfcun. ill will be in the recollection of the members of the ileus* that . 
faring the laet floods a great deal of commotion fm caused by the fa# 
t^at an afe^ of something like 80 square *miles was floo^|4 *<*d 4he m 
inhabitants of ft) villages suffered great hardship, hardship wkiol drevf * 
sympathetic consideration from some prominent members of this Heps#* 
Ad. the lEaderti of different groups were good enough to meet hie furn^’ 
roomaud expressed their earnest desire that Government should take 
defin^tdwteps to stop the recurrence of such floods and distress to huum~* 
ni^y, I hadJthe privilege of giving them a definite asaurance that Gex*^ 
eminent would certainly do what was possible, having regard however 


to the* financial position, to mitigate the hardship which was sovarv 
keen las| year. jWith that object in view’ certain schemes were prejilpr- 
ed,apd the first idea was that the canal should be closed to all traffic f Ar 
4 months and the silt should be cleared by manual labour and the bank! * 
strengthened by the earth dug up from the canal. This unfortunately* * 
gave rise to hue and cry on all sides* On the one hand, there were the 
bepari* and commercial men who feared that they would suffer a grflt 
loss if tKeir boats could not come along the canal from the Kultf to 
Calcutta. On the other hand, the Forest Department itself feared that 
thgt department would he loser by no less a sum than a lakh of rupCe*. 
I*Here?ort| the experts of the department had to put their heads to-, 
gather tp devise certain other plans whereby the hardship caused tw^the * 
tredenMtfld others would be avoided, and happily a new scheme was -for- 
mulated and placed before Government. That scheme provided fo^fte 
•learance of eflt by what is called a drag-line excavator whioh wotlffl not 
tpreven^foaii coining in and which would not entail closing of the Canal 
for> ipflg period and at the same time it would he possible to clear the * 
Jft, etreggthefl the banks and so on. Later on, the 'Idea was* to 
stsen gtSen tbedwarf gates ef the Chitpur lock by putting up a bund 
near ttaf l&k in order to nfhke the necessary repairs. The members ox 
the HowM^tfff, f lope, realise that Government have done their V#y 
best haring regard to the financial stringency when at a time like thin 
theg agrero with the assurance that I have given to an Expenditure of 
ft*. 1,S9J|00 On fhir prefect. THiK has bean included in thfivyeer** 

fWkrf 

* As ^regards tools an# plant, provision has been made for whales 
regarded as essentially nede*f*fff. Tie norm afcpqui rem en t s for *a<?h 
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fkecutiW division with due regard to economy have generally been 
taken as the bas^ for the provision undef this lead. The pulsion for 
establishment changes has l^en made After all possible curtailment of 
expenditure on travelling an( J coi^pnce allowances; conting$hdipe and 
supplies and sendees and after careful examination of our requirement* 
for the pay of officers and establishment. As a remit, the* provision * 
made thereafter is about Rs. 4,000 less than th© voted grad® and 
Rs. 00,000 less than the non -vested grant for the currant financial year.* 
Provision for travelling allowance (voted) is about*5 per cmt. less; Ahat 
for contingencies, is about 6 per cent, less and Ahat supplies and 
services ie about 25 per gent, less than fhe grant for the -current year. 
There has also been a substantial reduction in the provision for pay of 
officers op a^cogfit of the compulsory retirement of some of our I.S.E. 
officers. Incidentally it may be mentioned that it was decided by 
Government in connection with the recommendations of the Retrench-- 
ment Committee that the present cadre of 28 I.S.E. officers in 4hfB 

"^department should be reduced to 19. Out of the excess of .nine officers, 
three have been made to retire compulsorily, one has voluntarily retir- 
ed under the Compulsory Retirement Rules and one is about to retire. 

case of the remaining four excess officers selected by this, Govern- 
jhent for compuleory reitreraent is now under the consideration of the 
Secretary of State. 

It will not be out of place for me to mention some of the activities 
oj the Irrigation Department. The question of flood irrigation in the 
decadent areas of the province has been engaging the attention of Gov- 
ernment, and this is a matter which is closely linked with the probl^pi 
of ensuring the productivity of existing and future irrigation schemes.* 
The Development Commissioner will consider this in co-ordination 

^ with Jthe Irrigation Department. As owing to financial stringency it 
will not be possible for Government to undertake any major schemes 
for some time to come, the present policy of -this department "has been 
to give attention mainly to small local schemes which may rtolt in 
considerable benefit at a small cost, such as schemes for making small 

• cuts from live rivers in order to introduce a supply of silt-laden wpter 

* into channels of rivers which have deteriorated. In 1932-33 a schema 
|or such a cut from the Mathabhanga to the ^abaganga liven cajried 
out jpr the District Board of Nadia with the assistance of tfe* ppdHs 
of this department was completed successfully And is jrreaUy Appreciat- 
ed by the people concerned. Two other schemes of*the samrfldnd, viz., 
the IJftt Boalin cut and the Joynagone tut are under theecoosideration 
of this department. Investigation* are proceeding in D*e Mjanensingh 
district with a view to ascertain whether and how the Brahmaputra 
river and its tributary channels can he improved, and in the Bogra dis- 
trict whether the lower Karatiya rifer can be revived, hfembers of 
fbe ffouse will, I ho^ realise Ant a^new orientation in»tbe policy*^! 
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this departmpt ha* been introduced. I deplore the absence oi th^ 
Khan Bahadur from Nadia, I Hean Khan Bahadur Aiisui Haque, who 
is very keen about the matter I have just been explaining. During the 
course of the budget discussion he mentioned how eager he was to see 
that All department should now take' up these new email measures in 
diteent parts of the province and thereby actually help the people not 
only by resuscitating the so-called dead and dying rivers but also sirauJt 
t&neoSsly improving the health of the rural population. I can assure 
the members of the* House through you, Sir, that this is a policy which 
is my near to my heart and a policy that has now been definitely 
adopted by the department and will be given effect to, particularly at 
a time when we are unable on account of financial stringency to tackle 
problems which require large sums of money. It is only meet and 
proper that these small problems which are essential for the health and 
prosperity of the people should be taken up. As I have plainly indicat- 
ed ali^hdy ft good deal has l>een done in that direction and I have also 
said that there are many projects of a similar nature which ar$ for the 
moment under the careful consideration of the department. 

Well, Sir, it is certainly a great pleasure to me as well as, I am sure, 
to the members of this House that the Council has passed the Bengal 
Waterways Bill. vSteps are now being taken to obtain the assent of the 
Governor-General in Council to it. Although it is very difficult now 
to say when it will be actually possible to form the Board but as soon 
as the Bill becomes an Act, Government will not fail to take the earliest 
possible opportunity to form the Board and I hope our rivers wiU 
leccive more attention than they have done in the past. It is unneces- 
sary for me to stress in this connection how the health, wealth and 
prosperity of the rural population is linked up with this question of the 
improvement of the waterways, how it is imperative, and it has become 
more imperative in view of what has recently happened to the sitter 
province of Bihar from the effects of the earthquake— how it has become 
more imperative to see that the bilt and khalt are revived in order to 
aford the people of the province facilities to market their goods and also 


for their daily avocations. 

Is my budget speech in March last I fully explained the position 
of the Irrigation Department as a ^imri-commerical department. I 
might add that a large .proportion of the works eairigd out by this % 
department is of a protective nature; for example, navigation canals 
which are also utilise^ as drainage channels protect the countryside 
from disaster and inundation. Again embankments are maintained ns 
protection from damage by flooding. In other cases canals and canalis- 
ed rivers serve as a means of communication and transport of house- 
hold and domestic necessities as well as agricultural and industrial pro- 
duces where no other means of commanications are available. In dis- 
tricts where irrigation canals exist they serve as^n elective insurance 
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against failure of crops during a poor monsoon while in ygprs of good 
r ain fall canal water is not so urgently demanded. Hence behind the 
actual figures of financial return there are indirect benefits.* 

Well, the policy of gradually abandoning embankments where it can 
be done safely is also being followed. A majority of these embank- 
ments protects crops which are worth crores and crores of rupees which 
will very naturally be damaged if tbe embankments were suddenly 
abandoned. That is a fact, Sir, which is to be carefully bo^p in mind. 
I may tell the House that many of these embankments are not our own 
creation, but we have got them as legacies. They are some 13,000 
miles in length protecting over 55,000 square miles of land. The Irri- 
gation Department does not get any inflorae from these embankments, 
and even talcavi loans are not recovered by this department. But there 
is no reason why the Irrigation Department should not be given credit 
for all the anxious time they have to pass and the strenuous work that 
has to be devoted to the embankments, especially in times of floods, lest 
a little failure might spell disaster. For all these reasons I have my 
doubts whether it is correct to call the Irrigation Deparment a commer- 
cial department. 

Well, Sir, the reclamation of swamps and low-lying areas effected 
by the beneficial spill of silt-laden water from rivers is expected to 
benefit the country. Progress in this connection will be facilitated and 
accelerated when the rural public realises the enormous eventual benefit 
thus accruing to land, agriculture and general public health. It is anti- 
cipated that this and other kindred matters of rural development, so far 
as this department is concerned, will in due course be examined by the 
Development Commissioner. 

I can assure the members of the House through you, Sir, that the 
object and intention of this department has been and will be to do the 
greatest amount of good with the money at our disposal. Happily, 
with the introduction of a new orientation in our irrigation policy, 
scope has been found where even in a time like this a great deal may be 
done for the improvement of our people, and as such, I think the 
department which is labelled as Irrigation Department and from which 
only recently one section, namely navigation, has been segregated, is 
bound to do immense good to the people of this country. With these 
words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr* N AREN DR A KUMAR BA8U: I beg to move that the demand 
of Bs. 7,49,500 under the head “XIII — Irrigation — Working expenses 
— Maintenance and repairs” be reduced by Ra. 100 (non-disposal of the 
dredgers). 

Sir, I have been listening with a great deal of attention which the 
importance of the subject demands, to the utterances of the Hon’ble 
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Member in introducing bis demand. We all know, Sir, that tbe Hon’ble 
Member is vex% keen that the Irrigation Department should function 
for the good of the people, and that, Wing in charge of the twin Depart* 
ments of Forest and Irrigation, the Hon'ble Member is very fond of 
elephants, white or browf!, whether on land, or sea or air, and his love 
for these white elephants of the water, vi:. f the dredgers, is a love that 
passeth all comprehension. 1 have been trying to hear whether in 
his attempt to take up all the time allotted to this demand, the Hon'ble 
Member would succeed in saying even one word in favour of these 
dredgers. Unfortunately, Sir, he has not. At the time when this 
Council was discussing the foment ion of the Waterways Board and the 
functions of that Trust and the provisions of the Waterways Bill, we 
were told that in spite of the advice of this Council and of the Standing 
Committee on Irrigation, Government hud decided not to scrap these 
dredgers but to try and sell them and that purchasers were well within 
sight. But, Sir ^ we have not heard one word about that to-day, and I 
am therefore afraid that the purchasers have all run away, either into 
the Bay of Bengal or farther. Sir, the House as a whole has, I am 
afraid, very little idea of how much these dredgers cost the province 
of Bengal. If you turn to the budget — not the red l>ook or the green 
book, but the small white book, tbe Government of Bengal, Irrigation 
Department budget estimates, (page b), you con by adding up your 
figures find that Its. 1,30,000 is the estimate for the maintenance and 
repairs of these dredgers after giving credit for Rs. 34,000 as income, and 
at page 7 you will find that there is a provision of Rs. 2,f>2,000 for the 
purpose of payment of interest on the loan for the purchase of these 
dredgers. Therefore to an unsophisticated mind it would appear that 
at most the total expenditure on these dredgers, that is, the total lose 
of this province on account of these dredgers, would be Rs, 3,92,000. 
It is not so, Sir, because if the honourable members turn to the figures 
for the year 1931-32, they will find that by adding tbe two figures for 
maintenance and repairs in that year together with the interest charges, 
they will find that the total sum comes up to about Rs. 7 lakhs. But 
as a matter of fact, if you turn to the Accountant-General's Appropria- 
tion Report (page 21), you will find that the total loss on account of 
the maintenance of three of the dredgers, “Ronaldshay," “Cowley" 
and “Burdwan," was Rs. 9 52 lakhs for one single year. # That is, for 
three of the dredgers only, Sir, and I am not now talking of the capital 
expenditure and of the loans budget. That of course will be enormous. 
We, the Government of Bengal, always buy from the dearest market 
and at the highest rate of interest when it is a question of purchasing 
from a foreign market. But 1 am not talking of that now. Main* 
tenance of three of the dredgers cost Rs. 9$ lakhs for 1931*32. The 
audited figures for the next two years are not before the Council, but 
I am sure they will not be very much less. Even though this Council 
has been crying itself boarse over this question of ledgers, and asking 
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the Hon’ble Member and his department to take them off to the Bay 
of Bengal and sink them, the Hon'ble Member, as I have said, always 
turns a loving lingering look towards his elephants and says — “No, 
please let them remain; they will behave better in the future.” And 
now it has come to this that, in the last three years, by keeping these 
nautical elephants alive this province has lost a sum of Rs. 30 lakhs 
and I would ask the House to remember how much good this sum could 
have done the country even in the Irrigation Department or if the 
sum were spent for other purposes. I submit. Sir, that it is a criminal 
waste and there is no reason why the Hon’ble Member should not still 
listen to reason and get rid of these dredgers. I know of course that he 
will say — I am going to get rid of these' as soon as the Waterways Trust 
is formed. I shall make them over to the Waterways Trust, so that out 
of the Rs. 2,31,000 that we shall grant the Board, they will have to 
pay Rs. 9,52,000 for the upkeep and maintenance of these dredgers! 
But I submit, Sir, that is not the sort of disposal of these dredgers that 
T am thinking of. I am thinking of a disposal which would mean 
that the dredgers will not be a charge upon the finances of Bengal and 
the Bengali people — and when I say Bengali people, I mean the resi- 
dents of Bengal, whatever their race, creed or colour might be — and I 
say these dredgers should not be a drag on the financial resources of 
Bengal any longer. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: Mr. President, Sir, I 
would only add to what has been said by Mr. N. K. Basil. I notice 
that in the statement showing the decision Government had taken up 
to the 31st January, 1934, on page 7, with reference to paragraph 34, 
it is stated that an endeavour is being made to sell the dredgers, 
“Burdwan”, “Roualdshay” and “Cowley”. After reading this one 
would think that this was the first time that an endeavour was being 
made bv the Government. We have been hearing of this endeavour to 
dispose of the dredgers “Burdwan”, “Ronaldshay” and “Cowley” for 
years together. How is it that the endeavour has not succeeded yet 
and what guarantee is there that this endeavour is going *to succeed 
now or ever ? 

The Hon’ble A I bed] Nawtb Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAV! f of Difdlier: What is that book you are referring top 

i 

« 

Dr. NAREIH CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: This is a book circulated 
by Government showing the decision taken by the Government up to 
31st January, 1934, on the recommendations of the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee to the members of this House. There it is stated that an 
endeavour is being made to sell the dredgers. Government has been 
endeavouring for $«£rs together. Now it has got to do something— it 
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has got to decide to sell these dredgers within a reasonable limit of 
time, and if they cannot sell it, they must sell it as scrap ; and even if 
that is impossible, sink them in the Bay of Bengal. 

MUNINDRA DEB ffAl MAHASAI: Mr. President, Sir, I rise in 
support of the motion moved by % my friend, Mr. N. K. llasu. In each 
and every session of the Council whenever any opportunity presented 
itself some members of this side of the House have been consistently 
persistent in their demand to give the much talked of dredgers a decent 
burial underneath the Bay of Bengal which is deep enough to 
accommodate all the white elephants which are devouring a large por- 
tion of the revenues and impoverishing Bengal if they cannot be dis- 
used of in any other way. Its. 9J lakhs per annum for maintenance is 
no joke. But, Sir, it appears no steps have been taken in that direc- 
tion. Tlu* Hon’ble Finance Member while introducing his budget 
estimates had not a word to say on the point. Had that been done, 
no provision would have been necessary for their maintenance. But, 
Sir, like the pet children of the Home Member, I mean the police, the 
dredgers are the favourite children of the Irrigation Member and he 
naturally feels great pain to part with them. Perhaps it is mayo or 
illusion which has overcome him else lie would have found ways and 
means to get rid of them. So far as the dredgers are concerned, the 
Finance Department appeared to be extremely liberal. It cannot find 
any money which has for its object the betterment qf education, sanita- 
tion or irrigation but money can be had in plenty for such criminal 
wastage of public funds. This attitude on the part of the Government 
is certainly reprehensible. The dredgers are sitting as an incubus over 
the finances of Bengal and the sooner they are disposed of the better 
for all concerned. Pray do not hamper the work of the Waterways 
Board by making over to them the dredgers. The Government grant 
to that Board will amount to about Its. 2 lakhs and dl thousand, but 
the maintenance cost for only three dredgers will be something like 
Rs. 9{ lakhs. If the Board is required to maintain these white 
elephants,' all its resources will he drained away leaving little for bene- 
ficial works. 

TIm HenWe Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKtRIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, of Dilduar: Mr. President, Sir, I know from my knowledge of 
the Bible tfcat even OSd Almighty does not visit the sins of the father 
upon the children. But it seems that the members of this House want 
to visit the sins of the fathers of schemes not only on the 1st, but also on 
the 2nd, 3rd and 4th generations of children. Mr. N. K, Basn, my 
good friend, lias dilated upon the question of the disposal of the dredgers 
perhaps one hundred times. At the time when the Waterways Bill was 
being discussed I held up a green book and intogtned the House as to 
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what has been said, what has been written, what facts have been 
recorded as regards these dredgers in that book, and I claim that no 
one member of this House has looked at the dredgers from that critical 
point of view as I have. I need not repeat the fact that these dredgers 
have come down to us as a very unwelcome legacy. I fully agree that 
these dredgers are a drag on the public revenues of this province and 
the criticism which my good friend, Mr. Basu } has levelled against the 
Irrigation Department can be eclipsed thousand times. But apart from 
this, Sir, we can only look at the facts as they are. It is no use saying 
“sink them in the Bay of Bengal.” I am sure if he were to examine 
the question in a calmer mood he would think otherwise. What will be 
gained by sinking them in the Bay of Bengal? The loan remains; 
interest will have to be paid. The revenues of Bengal have already been 
saddled, rightly or wrongly, and the interest will have to be paid until 
the principal is liquidated. So I ask what good will accrue if the 
dredgers were sunk — a proposition which has been repeated ad 
nuuxeum ? Cannot you think of any other sea than the Bay of Bengal? 
(Laughter.) It has been repeated ad museum. Let me inform the 
House, through you, that they are neither white elephants nor red 
elephants or anything of the kind, and that they are very useful 
animals. Ma\ I ask the meml>ers of this House whether for the well- 
being of this country they do not want the silt to be cleared. Do they 
not want them in order to revive the dead and dying rivers, the neces- 
sity of which has so often been urged— a song which has been sung very 
frequently by my good friend, the Itai Mahasai? Well I submit that 
in order to do all these tilings the dredgers are required. The question 
is how many of them would you require? These are matters which 
cannot be brushed aside but have to be considered carefully by experts 
who know their business. My good friend, the Doctor, referred to a 
book and quoted a few lines from it, apparently with great glee when 
he found an expression like this “an endeavour is being made”. The 
first step in any business is “endeavour” and I submit that “endeavour” 
is the beginning of all subsequent actions. When the endeavour 
results in consummation that endeavour is something which phould not 
be brushed aside. May I just tell the members of this House that this 
word “endeavour” is not merely to be found in this book, but that 
“endeavour' ’ has been going on long before the book came into exis- 
tence? May V further inform the House that we have been receiving 
offeVs from England and that the late Chief Engineer, Mr. Roche, even 
while lying in his sick bed, was requested by Government to help us, 
and an officer who had gone on leave was asked to go and see Mr. Roche 
and negotiate with prospective purchasers. These dredgers are not toys 
and so they cannot be disposed of quickly. These are matters which 
ought to be very carefully considered. Therefore that endeavour is 
resulting and will result in actual consummation by which I mean that 
the sale is hoped toy be effected shortly. But again I say that it is 



1984.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


185 


necessary to preserve these useful animals. I am borrowing the meta- 
phor of Mr. N. K. Basu who is very fond of it because of his own bulk 
and sice. 

Well, Sir, the question is how many of these dredgers should we 
keep. If the Waterway^ Trust functions from to-morrow, it will be 
their business to sell them; but so long as the Trust does not function, 
it is the Government’s lookout to see to it that as many of them as are 
not needed are sold on advantageous terms. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: What about the opinion of 
the Hopkyns Committee? # 

The Hoit’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM GHUI- 
NAVI, Of Dilduar: Well, as regards further details regarding these 
dredgers all I can say is that the offer which I have made already still 
holds good. If Mr. N. K. Basu and Itai Mahasai would care to peruse 
the book — I mean the gieen lx>ok — they will find there all the details. 
I trust that it will certainly he very informing to them if they care to 
visit the dredgers and see for themselves at close quarters what these 
water animals are like. They will at once realise that even these water 
animals have got their utility, and I may say that they are most 
essential for the work which lies ahead of the Waterways Trust. T may 
add that they are in first class condition. T submit, Sir, that no member 
of this House is in a position to criticise light-heartedly until and 
unless he inspects them at close quarters. As I have already said, Sir, 
I feel very keenly that this is a very sad legacy. I claim that I have 
fully demonstrated the matter to the members of this House and no one 
is in a better position to criticise than I am. I feel very keenly that 
this has not been done before, hut there is no help for it and we have to 
face the facts. They are there. 

Regarding the speaker^ No. 2, it is no use talking ut random and 
saying sink them , etc. That will not do. It is merely talking in a 
loose way. It is no use doing that sort of thing. Whether you sink 
them or give them away, we have got to remember that interest has got 
to be paid on the money borrowed which has to l* liquidated. There- 
fore the next best thing is to reach a decision, namely, to keep two or 
three of them for the Waterways Trust and sell the <^hers. I may 
explain to the House that the negotiation as regards the disposal of 
these dredgers is progressing very well having regard to the fact that 
a dredger i# a commodity which is not usually saleable. If a member 
of the House will give us at least an offer, Government will be pleased 
to close with it. I do not know whether anyone will come forward to 
help Government to find a purchaser. Government will no doubt 
express their obligation but so far they have, unaided by the House, 
used every endeavour to sell these dredgers at a reasonable price. They 
have not stuck out for a large amount but they Ba want a rensonabla 
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price and hope to get it within a reasonable time. As I have said, we 
are not sitting idle, we are taking every step in order to get them off 
our hands. That is what we do want. There is nothing more to be 
said. I have explained the position very plainly to the House and I 
hope hereafter we will not hear about scrapping or sinking these 
dredgers; that is small talk. Let us fully realise the large amount 
which will be at stake. 

With these words I beg to oppose this motion. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: May I ask one question? The 
Tlon’ble Member has asked us to go aiid visit the dredgers; will the 
Hon’ble Member be “At Home” to the members of the Council on the 
dredger. 

The Hon’ble AlhadJ Nawab Bahadur 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, Of Dilduar: With pleasure. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Is not one of the dredgers 
called “Damdin”? 


The Hon’ble Alhad] Nawab Bahadur 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZ* 
NAVI, of Dilduar: I do not know. I have never heard of such a name. 

Mr. Naremlra Kumar Basil’s motion being put, a division was taken 
with the following result: — 


At), Maalvi Hum. 

Armrtrtaf, Mr. W. L 
Aabwartb, Mr. 0. «. 

Baaar|l, Mr. P. 

Bum, Mr. Raraabra Ka«ar. 
Obaaibarl, BUi Ktabari Mthaa. 
Bktvlkiry, Maalvi Aklil Bbaal. 
PiffiMi, Mr. R. N. 

Bbtaa, Dr. Aaiatya Rataa. 

•aba, Baba Prafalla Kaaar. 
Nnaa, Kaal tub abal. 


AYES. 

Manila, Maalvi MabanaiN. 

Marti, Mr. R. 

Mtttra, Baba larat Bbaabra. 
Nkbart. Mr. C. K. 

Rai Mabaaai, Maaiabra Dab. 
Bait, Baba Haaaai. 

Ray, Baba bitaaira Kalb, 
laa Septa, Dr. Rarub Bbaabra. 
Btevae, Mr. 4. W. R. 

Watkar, Mr. W. A. M. 


NOES. 


Afial, Ravabtaba Kbwaja Mabanaab, Kbaa 
Bftbabar. 

Abnab, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi fuaiabbta. 

Dal, Baba Lattt Kiair. 

Bat, Rai tab* lab Bbaabra. 

Baaa, Mr. I. M. 

•aMaartar* Mr. 4. M. 

•baabbart, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi Haim Rabnaa. 
Bbtvbftbry, Na)t Babi Abanb. 

•any, Mr. T. A. 

Bad, Mr. t. B. 

Ibglay. Mr. B. B. A. 


lawfil, MBalvi Bar Rabuaa Kbaa. 

PartBai, tba Hff'Ma Rawab K. B. M., Kbaa 
Ba babar 

Fauna, Mr. L. R. 

•baaa, tba NaaVa UrBbara Maabar. 

Bbaraarl. tba Naa*Ma Afbabf Ravab Bababar Hr 
AbbaRurtu, at OBbaar. 

BBtbrW, Mr. R~ B. 

BtabMaf, Mr. B. 

Mabrta, Maalvf ABM. 

Hao, Mr. B. P. 

Hawaii, Maalvi LabbaL 
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lua, ImW AM. 

KImm, Mr. Ranar lakua. 

KfcM. Maalvl TwtnWa. 

Mkrtta, Mr. 0. M. 

Mttter. Mr. 8. 6. 

MMkk, Mr. Mikitii BHai| a 
M«, Rata tak Lai. 

Baatw ik la . tka Maa’Ma Mr. Kkvaja.* 
Qcaaa, Maafri Akal. 

Iibna, Mr. A. 

Rafcaua, Mr. A. F. 

KakanA, Hr. A. r. M. AMar^ 


Ray, Baka AaiMyakkaa. 

Ray, Raka Ragaakra Rarayaa. 

RaM, Ika Raa*kta Mr. R. R. 

Ray, tfca Naa*Ma Mr Bijay Praia* «a|k. 
•arkar, Rai Bakator RakaR Makaa. 

•aa, Rai taMk Akakay Kaaur. 

•aa, Mr. B. R. 

•alaliaaa, Maalvl Makaaiau*. 

Taaraaak, Mr. N. F. V. 

WRklaata, Mr. N. R. 

WBUaau, Mr. A. AC. 

Waakkaai, tfca Naa'fcU Mr. a. A. 


“Ayes” being 21 and “Noes” 4o, the motion was lost. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: I beg 4> move that the demand of Rs. 10,73,000 
under the head “XIII-B — Navigation, embankment and drainage 
works” be reduced by Rs. 100 (abandoning (ihatal Circuit Embank- 
ment). 

Sir, while speaking on the Bengal Waterways Bill, the Hon’ble 
Member pointed out that it has ln>en the policy of the Government 
to gradually abandon the embankments as they found that the exist- 
ence of these embankments is rather detrimental to the interest of 
the villages. It was pointed out that by the measure adopted by the 
Government the matter would improve. It may be according to the 
expert ideas that the abolition of the embankment scheme might 
improve the situation in the long run, lmt the fact remains that so far 
as this embankment is concerned, 1 mean the Ghatal Circuit embank- 
ment in the district of Midnaporc, and embankments Nos. 3, 5, 18 and 
111 of the Schedule III of the Embankment Act were abandoned by 
the Government in the teeth of the opposition of the local jnmple. 
Now let us consider for a moment what has been the result. The 
Government against the opfmsition of the jsmple then suggested that 
they wen' contemplating the construction of an escape at Kuahpota 
near Ghatal, and subsequently that was abandoned also. Then they 
also considered a proposal to construct an oscni** at Harisingpur and 
Gopinathpur, and that j>roject also involved an expenditure of 
Rs. 2,08,000. The Government found it difficult to proceed with the 
project, as is usual with ail measures of the Government that the 
funds were not available, and therefore nothing wan done though 
the embankments also were not protected. The result has been that 
inundation of the land and loss of crops to the villagers*in the locality, 
the villagers cannot pay their rents and they hare been hard* hit. 
But the Government fm their part by their action has put these culti- 
vators to great difficulties and still the Government would not forgo 
their rents; they are taking all sorts of legal steps to realise their 
rents, while for the Government action, I mean in not looking after 
these embankments, the result has been that these people have been 
very much hard hit. Now if the Government maintains their policy 
and says that these embankments will be gradually abandoned as 



188 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


[14th Mas., 


they find that the river beds are being silted up and are getting higher 
than the land, there might be a remote contingency. But at least 
the Government should have made provision for the time Being that 
by neglecting these embankments there will be a lot of distress to 
the people and in that case Government shoulji have warned the people 
to make a colony elsewhere for those people to live in till such time 
as the embankment scheme is taken up and would enable both the 
Government and the people to come back and live in those places. 
Therefore, I would ask the Hon'ble Member to look into the grievances 
of the people so far as the Ghatal Circuit Embankment is concerned 
and see what steps can be taken. With these words I commend my 
motion to the acceptance of the Housk 

The Hon'ble Alhftd) Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM 
CHUZNAVI, of Dilduar: Mr. President, Sir, my friend, Mr. Bannerji, 
has placed the Government between Scylla and Chary bdis. What is 
the Government to do? On the one hand, some members are rising 
in their seats and declaiming and saying “Do away with the embank- 
ments and follow the great Engineer Sir William Wilcocks.” Now 
comes another member who finds fault with the Government, because 
Government have adopted that jadicy of abandoning the embankments, 
hut not in the way suggested by the meml>ers, but in the way which 
Sir William Wilcocks approved, namely, the gradual abandonment 
of embankments which have come as a legacy to Government. There- 
fore, it is very difficult for Government to steer clear of both Scylla 
and Chnrybdis. On the one hand, one section is of opinion that the 
embankments should remain, while on the other hand another section 
takes Government to task for abandoning the embankments. As 
regards this particular embankment, T may inform the mover that 
a certain question was asked in this House by Rai Saheb Sarat Chandra 
Mukherji in March session of the Council in 1^32, and the reply 
that was given explained fully and clearly the case. It was stated 
that from the results so far observed the restoration of the embank- 
ment besides stopping improvement will ultimately convert the area 
into an unhealthy morass. We have been told time after time the 
necessity of abandoning all embankments gradually. We have been 
told that by doing so we shall have the rich red silt-laden water flood- 
ing' the area and making the land fertile and also will drive away 
malaria. Government would like to steer clear both of Scylla and 
Oharvbdis. They would like to steer a middle course. Government 
have neither lent a deaf ear to the clamour for abandoning the embank- 
ments nor have they lent a deaf ear to the clamour for keeping the 
embankments intact. What they are doing is that they are gradually 
nbandoning the embankments where they have found that such aban- 
donment would result in improving the localities and reclaiming the 
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swamps from being hot-bed of malaria. That is the principle that 
they have followed. I mentioned, when a certain interpellation was 
made by a member of this House, that inquiries were made on the 
spot and the result of the inquiry was given in reply to that member 
when he put the question. I do not think I need add anything more. 
I may assure my friend that Government will be pleased to do any- 
thing that will tend to lessen the hardship and certainly if Govern- 
ment thought that on account of gradual abandonment of the embank- 
ments it were necessary for the j>eople to remove and start a colony 
elsewhere, Government would have given that advice. I think my 
friend, Mr. Ranerji, will himself agree to make further inquiries, 
and those inquiries T am sure •would result in his being told that the 
people are now convinced that the policy that is followed by Govern- 
ment is to their good. Such beiug the case, 1 do not think there is 
any need for me to explain further. AVith these words I oppose the 
motion. 

Air. V. Banerji’s motion was then put and lost. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I beg to move that the demand 
of He. 5,000 under the head “15— Irrigation — Other revenue expendi- 
ture financed from ordinary revenue — A — Irrigation works’' be reduced 
by Ks. 100 (establishment of a Hydraulic Research Laboratory in 
Bengal 1 . 

Aly motion is expressly for the purpose of helping the Ifon’ble 
Member to steer clear of Kcylla and Oharybdis of which he lias just 
been speaking. For the last 150 years the British Government in its 
irrigation policy has blundered on from mistake to mistake, from error 
to error. They did not know their own minds, they did not know 
what would lie suitable to the country, they did not know which would 
help the peasantry in the countryside and which would not. They 
have wasted crores and crores of rupees in schemes, and all these in 
my submission could have been prevented if they had a properly 
equipp'd Hydraulic Research laboratory. The idea is not a new one, 
it is not new to the Government. One of their principal officers, Sir 
Francis Spring, more than ‘10 years ago in his report to the Government 
of India suggested that in a riverine country like Itftlia a research 
laboratory was extremely necessary, nay essential. If I may tak«* the 
time of th^ House in*quoting one or two sentences from his book on 
“Rivfi Training and Control/' I think the House will be convinced 
that the matter could not have been put in a stronger fashion by a 
higher authority. He says: “It is rather a strange thing in these 
days, when science is being applied to every walk of life for increasing 
human comfort, this problem of river control has never been scienti- 
fically studied in this country. The Government^xmsts of the amount 
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of beneficent public work for which it has been responsible. As 
trustees of so fine a property as this — canals and railways — it might 
not unreasonably be expected that the State would see the importance 
of devoting a comparatively small annual appropriation to original 
research, on lines likely to be productive of a good return for the 
expenditure, in the form either of reductiofi in the first cost of its 
public works or of their safety and their economical upkeep when 
built. Heretofore there has been no pretence of organising any such 
research, in connection with the engineering of the canals and railways 
of India. Engineers have gone blundering on, benefiting, rather by 
chance than by design, by the experience of their predecessors, and 
each considering himself lucky if he* escapes disaster at the hands 
of the tremendous forces of nature.” Further on he said that “to 
make matters worse it has constantly happened that, owing to climate, 
to the exigencies of public service, or to the supposed requirements 
of a graded establishment, no sooner does one engineer get some small 
inkling of the tricks of his mighty enemy than somebody else is sent 
to replace him with all his experience to gain.” In this way time, 
money and energies of efficient officers of Government are wasted. 
The most recent, example of this untrained experimentation is the 
great Hardinge Bridge. Though not under this Government, it vitally 
affects this province, and we all know how many crores of rupees were 
sunk on this bridge, and now the mighty river is making an attempt 
to change its course as it did several times during the past, century, 
and there is the risk of the Hardinge Bridge standing high and dry 
on firm land. All this might have been avoided if there was a properly 
equipped Hydraulic Research Laboratory in Bengal. It is not that 
research laboratories do not exist in other countries. So far as I am 
aware there are at least six in Germany, two in Austria, one in Fzecho 
Slovakia, one in Hungary, two in Soviet. Russia, one in Sweeden, one 
in Norway, one in France, two in Italy, one in Holland and four in 
the United States of America. England has got none, but I do not 
know, probably the riverine problems of England did not require the 
necessity of such a Hydraulic Research Laboratory ; but whatever 
civilised country you turn to, you will find that in order to deal with 
their riverine problems they do have such laboratories. I submit that 
the miseries of Western Bengal, the miseries of Central Bengal, the 
miseries of E&stern Bengal, all would have been avoided if there was 
a Hydraulic Research Laboratory under the Government of Bengal. 
A scheme to thre effect was submitted to the Government of Bengal 
more than a year ago by my friend, Professor Dr. Maghnad Saba, 
Fellow of the Royal Society. It is more than a year since this scheme 
was made over to the Government, and we are still waiting for the 
reply. We do not know whether anything has been done or is con- 
templated in this direction. Instead of wasting crores and crores on 
schemes which do n tf come into fruition, if a portion of tbis money 
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is diverted for the purpose of this laboratory, I think it will be more 
benefit to the province and its inhabitants for generations and genera- 
tions. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. • 

(The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes . ) 

(After adjournment.) 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: My friend, Mr. Nnrendru 
Kumar Basu, was not quite accurate when he said that, although 
Government had I>r. Meghnad Saha’s proposal for over a year with 
them, yet we have had no reply from Government, or rather that the 
Government had not yet spoken their mind. Those who remember 
the debates on the Bengal Waterways Bill will romemlxu* that this 
proposal about a hydraulic research laboratory was brought forward 
by me in one of the amendments and I had then occasion to refer 
to l)r. Meghnad Saha’s paper and to the quotations from exports which 
he had given there. The Hon’ble Memlier then gave the reply, I 
believe on behalf of the Government, and that was an opposition to 
that amendment. I suppose that we must take it that that is the 
reply which Dr. Meghnad Saha’s scheme is going to have and no other 
reply is to be expected. Still I would ask the Hon’ hie Member for 
once to wait before he turns down that proposal and to study for 
himselt l)r. Saha’s proposal which, I may tell him for his benefit, will 
be found printed in Sir P. 0. Ray Commemoration Volume, and which 
has probably been also embodied and jrintcd in the address which he 
delivered as President of the Indian Science Congress. If the Hon’ble 
Member will carry on his researches a little further, he will find that 
this question of a scientific study of the rivers assumed u rather acute 
form and even received attention from Government when there wen* 
those devastating floods in Northern Bengal. It was on the occasion 
of those floods that Dr. Meghnad Saha who was working with the relief 
parties first had his attention directed to the problem and then Govern- 
ment appointed at least a scientist to investigate this question 
scientifically and the result of that, a more or less perfunctory investi- 
gation, will be found embodied in a report by Mr. P. C. Mahalanobis. 
Well, that does not go very' far and indeed it could ifot go very far 
because Mr. Mahalanobis had not the resources for making the neces- 
sary investigations, ^f the problem of the rivers in Bengal has got 
to be studied properly, it is absolutely essential that it should be 
studied scientifically. But instead of doing that, to proceed to take 
up a hole here and a canal there, and to try to play ducks and drakes 
with the water resources of the country, without an accurate scientific 
knowledge of those resources and how to control them, and to operate * 
upon individual schemes only is simply to in vit% # disaster. 
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My friend, Mr. Basu, has referred to the Sara Bridge and the vas 
amount which is promised to be wasted unless the Railway Board ha 
the same luck as the Hon’ble Member has had at Serajgunge, tha 
is to say, unless nature comes to the rescue. This disaster might hav< 
been averted as Sir Charles Spring almost anticipated if there hac 
been a real scientific study of the water courses. Sir, there are twc 
kinds of scientific study of the water courses: one may be called the 
field study — study of the rivers themselves, that has got to be carried 
on for getting the necessary data, but then that takes a long time 
and involves patient research and you cannot expect rapid results. 
There is on the contrary the laboratory method, which is the device 
resorted to in America, Germany and elsewhere, which makes it 
jjossible to reproduce the conditions of the rivers in the laboratory and 
enables results to be arrived at which can be trusted to yield satis- 
factory’ conclusions. Sir, it has been pointed out by eminent scientists 
elsewhere that a sum of about 400 million dollars a year have been 
sav(»d to the United States of America by these hydraulic research 
laboratories. So there is no reason whatever why we should not make 
a start with a hydraulic research laboratory in Bengal, because Bengal 
lives upon the rivers and its existence and well-being depend upon the 
rivers. And it is not such a costly scheme either, as even the main- 
tenance of the dredgers. Dr. Meghnad Saha in his paper has estimated 
the cost of having a hydraulic research laboratory of this kind 
at Rs. 5 lakhs only, which sum is almost a flea-bite beside the main- 
tenance cost of the dredgers. The recurring cost too is a figure which 
is very well within the resources of the Government of Bengal. 
Besides that, it is not necessary that this Government alone should 
take over the capital outlay necessary for the purpose; the study of 
the rivers of Bengal is as much necessary for the Government of Bengal 
as for the Government of India, which has got to study the rivers for 
the purpose of its railways, for instance, the Sara Bridge. The Hon’ble 
Member might send the hat round to the Government of India and 
I am sure the Government, of India would not absolutely turn him 
buck. Then, apart from that, there is another wav of economising 
in the matter. If the Government cannot establish a research labora- 
tory of its own, it can subsidise a laboratory in co-operation with the 
University. The Calcutta University has got certain resources, has 
got certain facilities for having a laboratory. Why not endow a 
Hydraulic Research Chair in the Calcutta University with the assist- 
ance of the Government of India? It is all so easy to do that, if only 
they have the will to do. If you have a will to do it, you will find 
that the results will amply reward the outlay. Sir, on this point I 
venture to express an opinion because I have been supported here by 
such an eminent scientist as Dr. Meghnad Saha, such eminent engineers 
as Sir Frederick Spring and others and by the fact that Hopkyns 
Committee itself animadverted upon the unscientific methods of the 
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Government of Bengal in dealing with the river problems of this 
province as contrasted with the methods of the Punjab Government 
in dealing with the Indus basin. It will be interesting to the Hon’blo 
Member to learn that although they have not a hydraulic research 
laboratory in the Punjab^ they have got scientists studying the river 
systems of that province and what is more, one of them is a dis- 
tinguished scientist hailing from Bengal. 

The Hoft’ble AlhadJ Nawab Bahadur 8ir ABDEL KERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, Of Dilduar: Mr. President. Sir, at the outset 1 must point out 
to the House that Dr. Sen Gup^a is not competent to correct our good 
friend, Mr. N. K. Basu. He attempted to correct Mr. N\ K. Basu but 
I think that what Mr. Basu said was perfectly correct. 1 may say this 
that Mr. Basu did me the honour of presenting me with a copy of a long 
and exhaustive note written by Professor Salta which I read with profit 
and interest. Mr. Basu presented me this in an informal way and l 
lead it with great interest. I may say at once this question of Hydrau- 
lic laboratory has my full sympathy. What has been suid by the movei 
of this motion and my good friend, the Doctor, shows very clearly that 
they take considerable interest in the matter. Dr. Sen Gupta in his 
speech has amply proved that he lias considerable knowledge of irriga- 
tion matters and he takes a good deal of interest in all matters undei 
the sun, particularly of a scientific nature. His knowledge and interest 
are very helpful to us. He also recalled to us that fact that while we 
were discussing the Waterways Trust Bill he happened to enlarge on 
this very subject which seems to be so much dear to him. On that 
occasion he complained that the Ilon’ble Member in charge — meaning 
my humble self — turned the proposal down. It is true that I turned it 
down at that time, because I felt that if his proposal were accepted it 
would have saddled the Waterways Trust with statutory instructions 
for setting up a Hydraulic laboratory. It is always open to the Water- 
ways Trust to take up this question at any time it pleases. The good 
Doctor is correct in referring to the fact that the Hopkyns Committee 
examine*! this question. That Committee not only referred to this mat- 
ter but has devoted three or four paragraphs to it. It says: “Before, 
however, such action can safely be taken a complete hydraulic survey of 
the rivers in the districts in question is required, as is als8 a contoured 
map of the portion of them through which the Nadia rivers flow*." 
Well, these yords are Very pregnant. I entirely agree with the idea 
that a hydraulic survey as well as a laboratory in that connection are 
essential. Such disasters as have been mentioned by the learned 
Doctor — I refer to the llardinge Bridge at Sara — are few and far 
between. It is all very good to cite such isolated cases. But the ques- 
tion of questions is when he talks of Rs. 5 lakhs as being a mere flea- 
bite, I join issue with him, because at tbe presan^ moment my good 
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friend and colleague, the Hon’ble the Finance Member, is faced with 
a dire state, and Government are anxious to save even five rupees. I 
cherish the hope that the Waterways Trust when it begins to function 
will no doubt take up this question. 

Well, Sir, 1 should like to mention also that Government have not 
been quite blind to the advantages of looking at these things from the 
scientific point of view. W T e do pay Rs. 2,000 yearly towards the cost 
of the Irrigation Bureau, and the Chief Engineer goes every year to 
attend the meetings which are sometimes held at Delhi and sometimes 
at Simla and I believe this year the meeting will be held in Calcutta. 
If non-officials are willing to attend such meetings, I would request 
the Chief Engineer to invite Mr. N. K. Basu and Dr. Sen Gupta to be 
present at those meetings, because they will have ample scope there to 
ventilate their views on matters on which they have enlarged u.- 
eloquently here to-day. I again emphasise that Government are nor 
blind to that aspect of the question to which reference has been made. 

Then again the good Doctor has told us about the saving that have 
been affected in the United States of America and if I have heard him 
aright it is an enormous sum — 4$ million dollars. 1 am quite sure that 
if a hundredth part of that amount of it were available, we could easily 
save our rivers. The subject has my sympathy, but it is no use crying 
thut Government have done nothing to save the dying and decadent 
rivers of Bengal. I assure the Ilouse that I shall look into this matter 
personally. Some time back I discussed this question with another emi- 
nent scholar, viz.. Professor P. C. Malialanobis. I have not the least 
doubt that this question will be taken up by the Waterways Trust in 
right earnest when it begins to function. With this assurance, Sir, T 
hope Mr. N. K. Basu will not press his motion to tKfc vote. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, after the assurance given 
by the Hon’ble Member I beg leave to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu’s motion was then by leave of the House 
withdrawn. 

Bsbu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 5,37,700 under the head “15-4rrigation 
— Maintenance and repairs” be reduced by Rs. 100 (irrigation in 
Bankura). 

Sir , I move this cut motion with the object of drawing the attention 
of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department to the 
deplorable condition of irrigation in the district of Bankura. The 
sources of irrigation in that district as is well known to the Hon’ble 
Member are ponds, tanks, onfe hhal christened after the name of 
Subhankar, and wejiave in addition two weirs, one at Shalboni and 
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another at Panchmuri which have been erected by the Co-operative 
Irrigation Societies. There is another source which, I think, I should 
mention. It is the weeping eyes of the peasantry which moisten the 
hard and arid soil of Baukura. The amenities of the district of 
Bankura are not xerx well known to the members of this House, but it 
is veil known to students of history. According to historical records 
we find that Bankura was one of the most flourishing districts of Bengal 
and formed an advanced part of the country. It was in 1700 

Maulvi ABUL KAttUfl: On a point of order. Sir. Are we here to 
listen to a discourse on the history of the Bankura district ? The time 
is very short for dealing with .many important items. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: l**t him have his own way. Go on with your 
speech, Mr. Sahana, but let not ancient history swallow up all your 
time. (Laughter.) 

Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: As I was saying, Sir, the ponds 
and tanks have not been looked after or properly maintained or repair- 
ed. That is the point I was driving at. The Nubhankar Dauru i m now 
in such a condition that its existence cannot be proper! v made out except 
with the help of powerful glasses and microscopes. Those tanks used 
to supply water not only for irrigation but also for drinking and wash- 
ing put poses and most of them have now silted up and the bunds broken. 
The paucity of water in tanks, etc., is responsible for much hardship: 
even agriculture has deteriorated to such an extent that the district docs 
not produce sufficient food crops for the inhabitants. Only 48 per cent. 
of the acreage of the district are now under cultivation while 52 p< r 
rent, lias gone beyond the reach of the plough, and they are lying fallow' 
for want of water. The Irrigation Department has done very little for 
improving the condition of the irrigation of the district. This year 1 
put a question to know what amount has lieen spent for improving the 
irrigation of t lie district of Bankura since the inauguration of the Irri- 
gation Department. But unfortunately for me the IfonTdo President 
smelt an irony in that and that question was disallowed, though in my 
rustic intelligence I canot see where the irony lay. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM. On a point of order, Sir, I understand jthat 
the Parliamentary procedure is that if any question is disallowed bv 
the Speake^ then any reference to it or public announcement either in 
the newspaper or in public is improper, so this should not he allowed 
and this was the ruling previously in this Council. 

•Baby 8ATYA KINKAR SAHANA: On a point of explanation, Sir. 

J made no complaint. I only mentioned it because it was disallowed. 

10 % 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: When "a question is being examined by the Pre- 
sident it cannot be given publicity to in a newspaper. That is positively 
against the Parliamentary practice and the practice of this House. 
But, provided the member does not discuss the ruling of the Chair on 
any decision he has given, an aggrieved member whose question has 
been disallowed may raise it as a question of privilege on the floor of 
the House with a view to elicit further light from the Chair. It may 
then appear in the newspapers. 

Mr. PRESIDEKT: (to Mr. Sahana) I think you have realised what 
I have* said. The manner in which you raised the point was not pro- 
per and you should not do so again. Do you agree? 

Babu 8ATYA KINKAR SAHANA: Yes, Sir. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 1 ] p.m. on Thursday, the 15th 
March. 10*14, at the Council House, Calcutta. 


4 
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Proceeding* of the bengal Legislative Council ammbled under 
the provision* of the Government of India Act. 

e 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the loth March, 1944, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon'IJe Baja Sir Ma.vm \tii \ N \nr Hay 
Chacdhcri, kt., of Santoshi, in the Chair, the four Ifon’hle Members 
of the Executive Council, the three llnn’hlc Minister?', and 1 10 nomi- 
nated and elected members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

D6tenu Babu Anil Koomar Biswas. 

*116. Babu PREMHARI BARMAN: (a) Is the Hon'hle Member 
in charge of the Political Depaitment aware that whether Ibibu Anil 
Koomar Biswas, a pleader practising in the District Court at Dinajpur, 
was placed under aircst under the Hengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, 1990, and has been kept in internment at bis residential bouse at 
Balubari, Dinajpur town? 

(b) If the answer to {n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle 
Member be pleased to state — 

(i) since when has he been placed under internment; and 

(/i) whether under the terms of the detention order served upon 
him he is entitled to carry on his profession as a pleader? 

(c) Is the Hon ’hie Member aware that he has been ordered to pay 
no visit to nor to receive visits from any person who is not a perma- 
nent resident within the limits of Balubari, Dinajpur ^own, and to 
deliver unopened all communications received from any source whatever 
to the officej in chnrge»of the Kotwuli police-station, Dinajpur? 

{d) Is it a fact that the said Babu Anil Koomar Biswas submitted 
three petitions one after another to the Government praying for a suit- 
able monthly allowance for the maintenance of himself, his family and 
dependants? 

(e) If the answer to (ft) is in the affirmative, what is the result of 
liis petitions? 
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(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving an 
allowance for the maintenance of the detenu, his family and dependants? 
If not, why not? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DERARTMENT (the Hon*ble 

Mr. R. N. Reid): (a) Yes. 

(b) ( i ) 7th September, 1933. 

(ii) No. 

(e) Yes. 

(d) One petition on this subject was received from the detenu 
through the District Magistrate, Dinajpur, on the 19th December, 1933, 
and another from his wife on the 3rd February, 1934. No other 
petitions were received. 

(e) and (/) An allowance has already been sanctioned with effect 
from the 8th September, 1983. 


BUDGET GRANTS FOR 1934-35 

DEMAND FOR GRANT, 

XII, 15, 15(1), 16 and 55— Irrigation. 


Motions for rkdfction. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I suppose we had not finished item No. 16G when 
we adjourned last night. Mr. Sahana, I believe, was in possession of 
the 11 oil se. 

Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Sir, I was speaking about the 
condition of irrigation in the district of Bankura. The main sources 
of irrigation there are bunds and tanks and they are not in good condi- 
tion. The Irrigation Department placed some engineers in the district 
town to prepare plans of a canal for joining the Damodar liver with 
Dftrakeshwar, That plan was prepared a few years back but up till 
now it has not been given effect to. The only *anal— Nvran hart Danra 
that has been there all along is not in a proper condition. The tanks 
are in such a condition that they do not hold half of the water which 
they used to hold formerly. Under these circumstances I would request 
the Hon’ble Member that a little more attention be paid to the irriga- 
tion questiou of the dry district of Bankura and that some more money 
be spent there for that purpose. 
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Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, I oppose the motion moved by my 
friend, Mr. Sahana. Sir, I had represented the district of Bankura in 
one legislature or other for the last 21 years and I can say that my 
friend has absolutely no grievance. It is not the duty of the provincial 
government to go about .excavating irrigation tanks whether they are 
associated with the names of great mathematician or famous scientist. 
Sir, yesterday we we entertained with a chapter of ancient history and 
a little bit of poetry 

Babu SATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: On*u point of order, Sir. May 
I ask the hon’ble member how many hours he has spent in Itankuia in 
his life. " 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order. But I would ask 
Maulvi Abul Kasem not to refer to those tilings again, lie had 
enough of it yesterday if I remember aright. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM* Very well. Sir. The Irrigation Depart- 
ment are not concerned with irrigation tanks of Bankura or any other 
district and they cannot he asked to do something for which Govern- 
ment have already made ample provision — I refer to the Bengal Village 
Agriculture and Improvement Act of 1916. That Act was passed solely 
for the purpose of providing facilities for irrigation by the people of 
various districts. The question for the Government to consider is the 
broad question of irrigation and also that the question of the mean* 
of irrigation which have deteriorated on account of the neglect on the 
part of Government. It is not the duty of the Government nor would 
the Government he justified in spending the provincial revenue for 
the purjMise of re-excavating irrigation tanks in the various local areas. 
If the people cannot take action under Act of 1916 then it is their own 
fault and they must suffer for that. I think it will serve no useful 
purpose by discussing it in the Legislative f’ouneil. For these reason* 
I oppose the motion. 

The Hon’ble 8ir A. K. CHUZNAVI: Sir, I guess my friend, 
Mr. Sahana, is a student of archaeology and ancient history. He took 
the members of the House back to, I do not know how muny years, 
in the regions of past history. I am afraid I cannot fqjlow him back 
to that distance and, therefore, I propose to confine myself to regent 
times In spite of what Maulvi Abul Kasem has said, Government in 
a manner hhve gone out of their way to do something with regard to 
these tanks and bunds and that not very long ago. Mr. Sahana only 
tbe other day put a question in this House to elicit certain informa- 
tion with regard to this matter and I shall refer to what I told him 
on that occasion. The actual facts are that as recently as 1915-16 and 
1919, 18 irrigation tanks and bunds were re-excavated or constructed by 
Government. In recent years the Oo-operativfr Department hav# 
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Organised societies for tanks and bunds schemes. Further, the question 
of improving tanks and bunds particularly in Bankura is also under 
the consideration of the Government and meanwhile the Collector of 
Bankura has taken steps by voluntary methods to excavate tanks and 
to organise co-operative societies. Such being the case I certainly agree 
with Maulvi Abul Kasem that my friend cannot have any grievance. 
Attention has been paid, is being paid and will be paid to this matter. 
It is only last evening that I had the privilege of referring in this 
House to the new orientation in the policy of the department — and I 
wish my friend Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque had been present to 
listen to what I was saying and I am sure it would have gladdened 
his heart because I know that he is very keen with regard to our pay- 
ing attention to small projects rather than spending large sums of 
money on big projects. Such being the policy now, Mr. Sahana can 
very well rest assured that Government are not going to be oblivious 
of their duty so far «b his district is concerned. I am quite willing 
to assure him again thut the matter is being considered at the present 
moment and if he feels satisfied lie is at liberty to withdraw' his motion 
otherwise I shall he compelled to oppose it. 

Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Sir, on the assurance given by 
the Hon’ble Member, I beg to withdraw my motion. 

Babu Satya Kinkar Salmon's motion was by the lea\% of the House 
withdrawn. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : 1 propose to have one discussion on items 107 
and 108 as they both deal with the irrigation problems. 

J feel inclined to take up at thi? stage all the motions which deal 
with reclamation of smaller waterways. I do not know whether the 
Ilon’ble Membei agrees with me but it will enable him to make one 
reply. 

The Hon’ble Sir A. K. CHUZNAVI: I have no objection. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Its. 9,13,000 under the head “15 — Irrigation’ ’ 
be reduced by 11s. 100 (failure to tackle the irrigation problems of 
Bengal). 

Jtir, I tabled this motion with a view to discuss the failure of the 
Irrigation Department to tackle the irrigation^ problems of Bengal. 
The other day while moving my resolution on this subject ‘and on each 
session of the Council, whenever I got the slightest opportunity, I tried 
my best to impress upon the House the urgent need of the resuscitation 
of the dead and dying rivers of Bengal. This was one of the greatest 
problems which confronted Bengal and I think it required early solution. 
The official reply that all that is possible is being done cannot be 
accepted as correct. ''They have not up till now touched even the fringe 
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of the problem. Not a finger has been raised to save the dead and 
dying rivers. On more occasions than one, I have tried my level best 
to draw attention of this House about the deplorable condition of the 
countryside in West Bengal brought about by the silting up of river 
beds. I have witnessed Hie true state of things with my own eves 
during my excursions in the interior specially in those places which 
are not easily accessible. Sir, the other day I tried to show how the 
health and wealth of the people have deteriorated to an alarming 
extent due to the criminal negligence of Government to keep alive <he 
rivers. Sir, I was not a little amused to hear from the Hon 'hie Irri- 
gation Member in reply to a question by J)r. Sen Gupta just three 
weeks ago that he was doubtful whether the silting up of the Sarnswati 
river has affected the health of the locality. The reply showed his 
colossal ignorance about the havoc caused to the hui rounding country- 
side by the silting up of the Saraswati ri\er, which was once a mighty 
river capable of accommodating sea-going \essels alongside its river 
wall where they discharged their cargoes. In fact Saptagram which 
stood on its banks was the ancient royal port of Bengal. It held the 
position which Calcutta holds to-day. Roman and IMuenician ships 
laden with cargoes used to frequent this port. It Imii maritime con- 
nections with Sumatra, Java and the Spice Islands. It was the 
*faiifjnt mfia 1 of the ancient Romans. It was described as an impoitant 
scat of commerce. It is now in mins inhabited by the denizens of 
the forest. The silting up of the Saiaswati is tin* dim t < a use of the 
prevalence of malaria in the villages which stood on its hank which 
lias in fact de\ nutated a < onsideiahle portion ot the district. A health 
sujvey of the \illages on the banks of the Saraswati was undertaken 
by the District Board of Roughly a vein or two ago and it disclosed 
a lamentable state of tilings. r l he spleen index of the sparse popula- 
tion did not inspire us with any hope either for the piesent or the 
future and yet our xubjtinta Irrigation Member would not admit stern 
realities, but would try to mislead the House. The transference of u 
member to that august seat in the Treasury Bench cannot transform 
one into a superman, an expert in everything as are assumed by them' 
Mere empty words will not satisfy us. We had enough of them. We 
want, substantial work. Year in and year out we have become 
accustomed to see the same neglect and indifference an the part of 
the Irrigation Department to our river system. For the last quarter 
of a century although^! lay man I have studied the iriigation problem 
of Western* Bengal with more than ordinary interest. I have visited 
most of the places several times, the last a few months ago and f 
intend to revisit the most inaccessible places a fortnight hence, and 
I expect to see the continuance of the same neglect and indifference 
on the part of the Irrigation Department. 4 ‘Do nothing” is perhaps 
the motto written large on the walls of the Irrigation Department in 
the Secretariat. * 
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The other day the Hon'ble Irrigation Member was kind enough to 
extend his invitation to me on the floor of this House to visit the 
Damodar Canal. Yes, I shall be glad to visit it but Sir, may I ask 
where shall he get the water to make the canal flow throughout the 
year unless the huge waste of water powei* is restricted during the 
Damodar floods and reservoirs are constructed to store them up for 
making the canals flow during the dry months. If that is not done 
it would turn into another piece of engineering folly and would be 
mere waste of public: funds. 

The Hon’ble Irrigation Member told us the other day that the 
Bengal Waterways Bill passed during * the present session of the 
Council will solve not only the problem of navigation but also of 
irrigation. According to him it would be the panacea of all ills we 
suffered from. But, Sir, what does the preamble of the Bill indicate? 
It has been set forth in clear and unambiguous language that the Bill 
is intended “to make better provision for the maintenance and improve- 
ment of waterways in Bengal for purposes of navigation’' and not for 
purposes of irrigation. Thus Sir, the Bill does not go very 
fur. I can nssure this House that so far as the Western Bengal rivers 
are concerned no substantial benefit will accrue from the provisions 
of the Bill. The toll and the tax which will be levied on steamer 
companies will be utilised by the Waterways Board to keep the water- 
ways used by those taxpayers navigable throughout the year. This 
may benefit some of the navigable routes in East Bengal but will be 
of little help in the resuscitation of the dead and dying rivers of West 
Bengal. Such sort of bluff cannot satisfy us. 

The other day when in the absence of any better scheme I asked 
the Ilon’ble Irrigation Member to give the Irrigation Scheme prepared 
by the late Sir William Willeocks a trial by raising a loan, he did 

not hesitate to discredit it as being impractical and he emphasised 

that the estimates were far below the actuals. For the sake of argu- 
ment let me admit all that he has said to be correct. But, Sir, may 
I once again ask has he got any other better scheme ready at his 
elbow!' Has he ever given any serious thought to the great problem, 
on the solution of which depended the welfare of the people of West 
Bengali I aip afraid not. The late Sir William Willeocks might 

have given his benedictions over the Waterways Bill but that ewill 

not help in the least the solution of the probjem which confronted 
West Bengal. Jugglery of words can deceive us once or t^ice but not 
always. The masterly inactivity of the Irrigation Department has 
wrought havoc in East Bengal. Pray do not perpetuate your “do 
nothing” policy. Be sincere and honest and try to do something 
substantial to keep alive the dead and dying rivers. In the name of 
humanity and in the name of all that is good and great I once more 
appeal to you to leifve aside inertia and bestir yourself to save West 
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Bengal from deatli desolation and ruin which have already made rapid 
strides. Sir, In this connection I would like to urge a particular 
matter which is of urgent importance. This is with regard to the 
flooded area lying on the northern and eastern sides of the Kristopom 
Canal within the Rajarlutt police-station in the district of 24-Parganus. 
Sir, this place is within a distance of a few miles from Calcutta. Sir, 
it is within the living memory of many of us that there used to he 
good cultivation in the area only a few years ago. hut Sir. since the 
construction of Kristopore (’anal this area has lost all its charm and 
remain submerged under water all the year round, and the distress of 
the people can be more imaging than described. 

Sir, originally the excess water of this place used to pass through 
the salt lake into the Bidyadhnri River but the Krisdopur canal which 
separates this area from the salt lake has effectively obstructed the natmal 
drainage of this place and as a consequence of it, water becomes accu- 
mulated in this area every year causing serious damage to the standing 
crops, if there is any at all. Sir, last year there was a heavy flood irr 
this area and many members have visited the spot and the distress oi 
the people. Relief centres had to be opened by the Agarwul Sava and 
the Government advanced loans to the people. 

Sir, it is also admitted by the Government t hat the Krivtopore (’anal 
has been a souice of obstruction to the drainage of this place, hut the 
Government did not take any steps so long. Sir, it is very recently 
that an agitation having been set on foot by the people interested in 
these places with Dr. V. (’. Sa manta and Balm Xripendrn Nath Sen 
at their head, the Ilon’ble Member visited the spot peisonully and 
investigated the matter thoroughly. 

Sir, here we take the first opportunity of offeiing our heartfelt 
congratulations to the IfonTde Member for the step he lias taken in thus 
matter. Sir, the Ilon'ble Member has provided in this year’s budget 
a sum of Rs. 1,89,000 for the improvement of the canal so that the* 
inuual recurrence of flood in this area will be permanently prevented, 
And we hope, Sir, the department will soon carry out the execution oi 
ihe works for which the money has been provided in the budget. 

But, Sir, our grievance is that the full and complete final drainage 
lias not been done, though the canal was dosed to the IfcwVt traffic for 
ibouf a fortnight only in the latter part of February last. Sir there 
dill remain^ about 4o -1 feet of water on the surrounding fields and 
here is hardly any chance of its being dried up soon for making the* 
ands fit for cultivation. The consequence will he that there will be** 
io cultivation at all in this area next year and the suffering* of the 
>eople will know no bounds. Sir, the final drainage used to be done 
a this area every year in the month of November when about a foot 
md a half of water only remained in the fields. So, Sir, there was 
efficient time available from November for that much of water getting: 
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dried up l>efore the actual cultivation began. Sir, this year the final 
drainage was undertaken at a very late stage />., nearly r3 monjlts 
after and even that was only for a few days while leaving so -much water 
in the fields that there is absolutely no chance of their getting dried 
up before cultivation. Such being the case, it*is apprehended that there 
will be no cultivation at all. Rainy season will soon set in and destroy 
all hopes of the people. Sir, the Hon’ble Member ought to realise the 
situation and do the needful at once. Else there is no use of spending 
.so much money provided in the budget. It is better that the Council 
-should not give any sanction to t lie money provided in the budget for 
this purpose because we know that this money will be spent for the 
improvement of the navigation in t lie canal and not at all for the 
prevention of flood in the affected areas as has been declared by the 
llon’hle Member in charge of the Irrigation Department. 

Sir, if it is the intention of the Government to do any good to the 
suffering people, let them at once declare in this House that the full 
ond complete final diainage will be done in about a week’s time liv 
closing the canal to boat traffic for about a fortnight more. Sir, we 
want the fields getting so dried up as to make them leady tor cultivation 
work. If this is not done, we fail to understand how the Government 
could expect to realise the loans advanced to the people in this area. 
Sir, full and complete drainage is absolutely necessary in the interests 
of the Government as well as of the people. So long thi^ is not done, 
we the members of this House are bound to oppose the midi provided 
in the budget for this puipose. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I beg to move 
that th? demand of Rs. 0,13,000 under the bead “15 — Irrigation” be 
reduced by Re. 1. 

Sir, 1 do not agree with my friend Munimlra Deb Rai Mahusai 
that there has not recently been an orientation in the policy of the 
department. The hon’ble member referied to me in his speech and I 
must acknowledge that there are certainly signs in the Irrigation 
Department of a change of policy as regards the improvement of 
smaller waterways. Sir, my intention in giving notice of this 
amendment is this: Now that the situation has been cleared by divid- 
ing the workeof navigation and irrigation, the department can now 
pay more attention to the smaller rivers. But unfortunately the 
Finance Member has allowed only a small sum r of Rs. f>,000 for these 
smaller waterways. I wish that the Government had ' paid more 
money and 1 do hope that they will do so in order that people affected 
may contribute adequately and with the help of the Government aid 
anight improve these smaller waterways. Sir, I need not take up time 
of the House needlessly, but I hope and fed that Government will try 
as eoon as the finance is improved to put more money into these 
projects. Sir, I b^Neve the Finance Member has always some money 
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up in his sleeve ami I only hop? that in the latter part of the year the 
smuller waterways will have adequate share of that money. I would 
just like to mention another point. I do not agree that these water- 
ways solely concern the Eastern Bengal district*. They do so mainly 
of course, but there are districts in Western Bengal— particularly the 
Nuddea rivers which will he greatly benefited by the new policy of the 
department. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: I move that the 
demand of Rs. 23,79,000 under the head “15— Irrigation and XII 1— 
Working expenses” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

As has been mentioned by my friend Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai 
and as I have also said before that in the Waterways Bill little or 
no provision has been made for the purpose of improving the condi- 
tion of the noil-navigable rivers of the Western Bengal but 1 cannot 
join with my friend in his criticisms of the policy of the Irrigation 
Member. I do not think that he can lie blamed for the policy which 
has been existing in the department from time immemorial. Sir, 
most of the irrigation projects aie in Western Bengal,, and although 
T think most of them are of doubtful utility so far as the people are 
•oncerned, still we must be grateful for small meieies. The real thing 
1 bo ut which we can blame the department is that tliev aie not paving 
proper attention to the indigenous system of iirigation in West Bengal 
list riots, namely, tank irrigation. Government have more recently 
darted a big project, namely, the Bamodni (’anal, which is supposed 
o benefit a large number of people. I want to draw the attention of 
he Ilon’ble Member to the fact that in moulding his policy with 
'egard to irrigation it is necessary that he should take into confidence 
he people of West Bengal to whom perhaps the question of irrigation 
s of much more importance lhan the people of Eastern Bengal. I 
visit to place before the House our obligation to the Hon’ble Member 
or what he has done as regards the Kristopore canal. I say not only 
>n behalf of myself hut also on behalf of the people of Kristopore that 
ve are very much grateful to the Hon’hle Member and his department 
or the prompt action which has been taken to relieve the suffering of 
he people, and the fact that even in these days of financial difficul- 
ies they have managed to earmark so much as Rs. 1,89 thousand -for 
he particular purpose. shows their earnestness in this respect. With 
hese few words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the TTouse. 


Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS; Sir, 1 rise to support 
he. motion moved by Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai. At the very out* 
at I must confess that it seems rather inconsistent when we cry for 
rrigation and at the same time, refuse the grant^of expenditure for 
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it. I am conscious of this illogical position, which we are forced to 
take up, hut Sir, the inconsistency to which I referred is not real 
but apparent. We know full well that if this Rs. 9,13,000 is granted, 
still nothing will be done even for the partial realisation of what we 
want, such is the cruel and mysterious process of this department. 
We tried our level best to put this department in order. We suggested 
constructive plans, we pointed to the unnecessary extravagant and 
unproductive expenses, but Sir, to my utter regret I must confess 
that this department is incorrigible. I may be pardoned to say that 
there is no brain behind this department, it is only a sheer waste of 
money to run this department any further. No purpose is being served 
by this department ; then why the Government is going to maintain 
it. This department has got no claim or justification for its existence, 
if it is not only for maintaining a dignified but useless and inefficient 
portion of the administrative machinery, there is, I repeat, no justi- 
fication for the existence of this department. Its total abolition is 
long overdue and I find no hesitation to say that this department must 
be abolished at once in the interest of public money. 

Matllvi ABUL KASEM: [ do not think I shall be justified in 
taking much time of the House. Whib dissociating myself from 
every word of condemnation and satire passed by Munindra Deb Rai 
Mabasui about the Hon’ble Member in charge 1 lise to suppmt him. 
Hut in the first place 1 must gratefully acknowledge that since the 
present Hon’ble Member came at the helm of this department, this 
department has looked up and is active. It for- .centuries together the 
Irrigation Department of the Government of Bengal was sleeping, it is 
not the Hon’ble Member who is responsible for that. At the same 
time I want to draw the attention of the tieusurv benches and of this 
House that we in the Durdwnn Division suffer from misfortune due not 
to our neglect but to Go\ eminent action. For the protection of the 
port of Calcutta or for the dredging of the port of Calcutta the 
people of Burdwan are made to suffer. We the people of the 
muftusal are made to pay for the glory ami comfort and amenities 
of the city of Calcutta. The rivers of Bengal are all silted up not 
by any action on our part, but for the fact that they are bottle- 
necked and the water that comes cannot flow into the Ganges. Most 
of .these rivers are hill-fed rivers and carry sand with them and Gov- 
ernment do not like that the sand should come V> the port of Culcutta. 
For thes.* leasons Government who have placed us in this* position are 
morally and legally bound to repair the loss that they have done. 
At the time of the Permanent Settlement we were living in a very 
fertile country and we were made to pay for the settlament in the hop© 
that w*e would be benefited by it, but actually we did not get any 
benefit. I therefore ask that Government should take immediate action 
for removing our grievances even at the cost of the port of Calcutta. 
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Tht Hovt’bte A I had] Nawab Bahadur 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, Of Dilduar: Mr. President, Sir, we have been hearing time 
after time the cry of delay and negligence and things of that kind 
from our friend Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai. This has now been 
echoed by Rai Bahadur gatyendra Kumar Das of Dacca. I do not 
wonder that he should call the department incorrigible. I am inclined 
to remind him of the fact that it is he who opposed the meaMire which 
was for the benefit of the whole country, namely, the Waterways Trust. 
That has amply proclaimed the value of his opinion so far as this 
department is concerned and I have no desire to labour the point any 
further. With regard to the Rai Bahadur, I have known his father, 
and his grandfather too tfnd 1 therefore do not wonder. 

It is refreshing to hear in a way »n ce a few words said alsuit the 
Irrigation Department that that department has been able to do a 
few things here and there. The Rui Mahasai must stand corrected. 
He said that the Ilon’ble Member in charge of Irrigation while deal- 
ing with the Waterways Trust is supposed to have declared that that 
Trust will deal not only with irrigation but also with navigation. 1 
said nothing of the kind. I think tlu j members of the House will 
realise that the statement made by him could not he correct. The 
Waterways Trust is intended to busy itself in the direction of improv- 
ing the waterways of Bengal and not irrigation. If the Rai Mahasai 
had taken the tiouble of studying this report he would have found 
that the expert committee who submitted the report made it clear that 
after the Waterways Trust was foimed it would he the business of 
Government to pay its attention to other problems, namely, irrigation, 
embankment and drainage. Jf he would turn to the lutter portion of 
the report, he will find it cleuilv and unmistakably stated there. If 
he would only recall what fell from Khan Bahadur Axizul Iluquc, he 
will lememher that this question was raised by him and he referred to 
the report of the expert committee where it was stated that a com- 
mittee should he constituted consisting of certain officials in order to 
advise the Minister who might later on he in charge of this depart- 
ment, and that referred entirely to the question of irrigation, embank- 
ment and drainage. So much for that. Then full and sufficient reply 
has been given to Rai Mahusai’s fulminations by Khan Bahadur Ahdul 
Momin when he referred to the efforts made by this department and 
the Hon’ble Member in charge with regard to the question of <*ver« 
flooding of the area north of tha Kristopore canal. I do not think it 
is necessary* for me to say anything about it. 

Now I would jefer to the question of tackling small schemes which 
I think really is the most important of all and I can assune the Khan 
Bahadur that he has my full sympathy and that more money should 
be spent on those schemes. It has always been my desire to distribute 
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the activities of Government as far as possible and not confine them 
to one district only. 

(The time-limit having been reached the Hon’ble Member resumed 
his seat.) 

Munindru Deb Rai Mahasai’s motion being put a division was taken 
with the following result: — 


■anarjl, Mr. P. 

Bannarjaa, Baku ditandralal. 

■am, Mr. Na irandra Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Baku Kiikori Mahan. 
Ohaudhury, Mauivi Mural Ahiar. 

Oac, Rai Bahadur katytndra Kumar. 
Bhaia, Dr. Amulya Ratan. 

Buka, Baku Prufulla Kumar. 

Hakim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Law, Mr. lurandra Nath. 


AYE8. 


Mafti, Mr. R. 

Iflttra, Baku karat Ckandra. 
Puddar, tath Hanuman Proiad. 
Rai Mahatai, Munindra Dak. 
Ray, Baku Amutyadhan. 

Ray, Baku Khattar Mahan. 

1 Ray, Mr. khanti kkakharatwar. 
Raut, Baku Hemal. 

Ray, Mr. karat Kumar, 
khah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. 


NOES. 


Afiai, Nawafeiada Khwaja Muhammad, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Emaduddln. 
Aihwarth, Mr. 0. Q. 

Bal, Baku Lallt Kumar. 

Bal, Rai kahlfc karat Ohandra. 

Barman, Baku Prtmharl. 

Burma, Rai kahik Panchanan. 

Baair Uddin, Khan kahik Mauivi Muhammad. 

Boat, Mr. k. M. 

Bottumlay, Mr. J. M. 

Ohaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Alimuiaaman. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hatixur Rahman. 
Ouhun, Mr. D. J. 

Burry, Mr. T. A, 

Dai, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Dutt, Mr. «. k. 

I dfiay, Mr. N. «. A. 

Euiufji, Mauivi Nur Rahman Khan. 

Ptrufui, tha Hon'kla Nawab K. B. M., Khan 
Bahadur. 

Pawaua, Mr. L. R. 

Perguiaa, Mr. R. H. 

Bbatu, tha Hau’hle kir Ohara Ohundar. 

Bhumavi, tha Haa'bia Alhadj Nawak Bahadur 
kir Akdalkarim, a^biMuar. 

BtlaBrtit. Mr. R. N. 

•ladding, Mr. D. 

Haaua, Khan Bahadur Mauhri Axixul. 

Ha||, Mr. «. P„ 

Haaalu, Nawak Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur. 

Huaaato, Mauivi Latafat 
Karim, Mavtvi Abdul. 

Kaaam, Mauivi Abul. 

Khuu, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Muanam All. 


| Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Khan, Mauivi Tamiiuddin. 
j Maguiri, Mr. L. T. 

Martin, Mr. 0. M. 

! Mittir, Mr. 8. C. 

Mamin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Ahdul. 
Mukhuyadhyaya, Rai kahik karat Chandra. 
Mulllek, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Nag, Ravarand B. A. 

Nag, Baku kuk Lai. 

Ntsimuddin, tha Han'kla Mr. Khwaja. 
j Nichalf, Mr. C. K. 

| Quaitm, Mauivi Abul. 

Rahaem, Mr. A. 

Rahman, Mr. A. p. 

Rahman, Mr. A.P. M. Abdur. 

Ray, Baku Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray Cbaudbury, Mr. K. 0. 

Raid, tha Haa’bia R. N. 

Ray, tka Haa’bia kir Bijay Praaad klagh. 
Ray, Mr. kaiiaawar Hugh. 

Ray Ohaudhari, Baku Ham Chandra, 
j kaadatuflah, Mauivi Muhammad, 

j kahana, Baku latyu Kinkar. 

karkar, Rai Bahadur Rabat! Mebae. 
kaa, Rai kahik Akafcay Kumar. 

! Can, Mr. B. R. 

kaiaimaa, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Itavau, Mr. d. %. R. % 

kumuar, Mr. C. R. 

Tawuaad, Mr. N. P. V. 

Walfctr. Mr. W. A. M. 

WUkiaaaa, Mr. H. R. 

Wittiami, Mr. A. daC. 

Waadhtid, tha Hau’kfa Mr. J. A. 


Ajva being: 20 and Noes 67 the motion was lost. 
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Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I crave leave of the 
House to withdraw my motion No. 1T4. 

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: In view of the 
fact that the Hon’ble Member has given me no assurance I withdraw 
iny motion No. 180. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is a very fine way of making the with- 
drawal unconditional. (Laughter.) 

The motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The main demand of the Hon 'hie the Irrigation Member under 
“N1II, 15, 15(1), 10 and 55 — Irrigation” was then put and agreed to. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

20 — interest on other obligations. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, A. WOODHEAD: < )n the recommendation of 
His Excellence the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum of Its. I, IKK) 
be gianted tor expenditure under tli.* head “1*0— Interest on other 
obligations." 

The motion was put and agieed to. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

22.— General Administration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: On the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Its. 1)8,14,000 be 
gianted foi expenditure under the head — General Administra- 

tion.” 

The demand under this head covers ho many and so varied items of 
expenditure that I do not propose to make a speech. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I will now take up motions for reduc tioif or 
refusal. 


Motions for reduction or refusal. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 45,140 under the head "22A — Staff and household of the Governor 
— Hand establishment” be reduced by 11s. 9,140. 
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,Sir, the Hon’ble Mr. R. N. Raid has approached us this afternoon 
for a grant of Rs. 45;140 for the band establishment of no less a 
pei nonage than His Excellency the Governor of Bengal. One would 
.there foie feel naturally*diffident to criticise at length this matter but 
privileged as we are in this House to ask the Hon’ble Member to 
justify his demand even though it be in the' interest of the highest in 
the land T make bold to offer some remarks for his consideration and 
hope that it he finds substance in my remarks he will not hesitate to 
.accept my motion which has been brought on purely economic 
jgioumis. 1 think the Hon’ble Member will agree with me that the 
country especially Bengal is passing through a critical juncture. The 
money market to-day lias become extremely dull. Trade and com- 
merce have become uncertain. There is lull everywhere. The prices of 
jute, paddy and tobacco, the principal crops of Bengal and which are 
the only sources of Government, revenue here haw gone 'Itwu incon- 
-ceivably, so much so that the cultivators hardly get enough money to 
meet the cost of cultivation. So the great and the low, landlords and 
tenants, creditors and debtors have eome to the same plight. The 
advanced dusses so long exploited the cultivators and now Providence 
has called them to pay their penalty. The exploiters may yet survive 
for some time but the exploited cannot. Tlmv have already come to 
the verge of starvation. There are numberless people now who do not 
always get one meal a day. The bewailing* and bemoanings in their 
huts penetrate the inner feelings of' even an adamantine heart, it 
would suiely melt the soft heart of His Excellency the Governor and 
Mi. R. N. Reid if they could ever find themselves amongst those 
untortunute folks getting away from the hustle of this town life which 
leaves them no opportunity of s.»»ing tilings in their true perspective. 
Theatres, bioscopes, operas, cinemas and race courses absorb the 
attention of the people in town and bewailing* and bemoanings over- 
whelm the people with grief and sorrow in the countryside. 


T ask the lion 'hie Member to picture in hi* mind a faithful 
spectacle of the countryside and then make up bis mind either to 
insist on his demand or abandon it wholly or at least partially and 
that for the vear under review. Our King should he an ideal King and 
the representatives of our King in the province should also be ideal. 
He should live not for himself but for those who are destined to be 
placed under bis govermental control. He should always cherish the 
good-will of the people to get their good-will in return. It is on this 
mutual good-will that peace and prosperity of the country depends and 
it is upon this good-will that relation between the ruler ami the ruled 
becomes permanent and secure, and what is called in Bengali 
«weet. 
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According to modern convention certain ojvtward manifestations 
ma;« be necessary for the pomp and grandeur atjtSched to the office of a 
Governor, but certainly those are superfluities* which can be pruned 
down without detracting* from the majesty of a provincial ruler parti- 
cularly at a time when thq country’s future is enveloped in darkness. 

The band establishment appears to be a relic of the practice of 
Moghul emperors who used to employ the services of bards, eulogists, 
clowns and buffoons to add to their pleasure and enjoyment without 
interfering with the comforts of the people. The country then used 
to flow with milk and honey, nature s gift was plenty and bounteous, 
poverty was unknown and the. people never grudged a superfluous 
expenditure for their King who undertook the solemn duty of pro- 
tecting his subjects from hunger, starvation, pestilence and other 
natural calamities. But those halcyon days are no more. The 
country has now come to such a pass that thousands of people are 
going from door to door for a morsel of food. The people have been 
denuded of means, villagers are turned adrift. They are hungry and 
stripped of clothes. Their wives and children raise a chorus of wail 
being driven by hunger. Their haggard bade excites pit \ and 
sympathy. 

When the countn is passing through such a fearful eatnstrophy 
is it meet and proper that His Excellency tin* Go\ernor should have 
an amazing sum of IN 4o,140 to maintain a hand establishment 
which is out and out a luxun Y Then* is a erv of ruthless retrench- 
ment and the Government have accepted the recommendation of the 
Retrenchment (’ommittee partially and reduced ihe expenditure under 
various heads which but lor economy would have been proper. Is it 
not then the proper time that His Excellency the Governor should 
take the lead and show how all round economy can be effected. 
Example is better than precept. I appeal to His Excellency the 
Governor through the Hon’lde Mr. Reid to consider whether His 
Excellence can torego his demand for band establishment partially 
and then allow this money to be saved to lie devoted to a cuuse which 

His Excellency will think will benefit the poor. Now Sir, I have 

proposed a cut of IN. 9,140 only against his demand for Its. 4'), 140, 
so if my motion is accepted His Excellency the Governor will have 
yet Its. 36,000 for his band establishment which after all is not a 

paltry sum — uav it is a sum equal to the salary for a year of our 

President wd»o is the Custodian of this august Council House. Now 
before resuming my seat 1 may beseach the Ilon’ble Member moving 
the grant to calmly consider the matter and think whether with the 
money available according to my suggestion he cannot arrange for 
makmg up a tolerable tune to time with the exigencies of the time 
and at the same time befitting the majesty of our Provincial Iluler. 
As mine is an economic cut, I hope all sections of 4he Ilouse — official* 

11 
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and non-officials, Europeans and Indians — will kindly see their way 
to support me. 

With these few words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Mr. President, Sir, I 
am sorry that I must say somethin# in defence of the Moghul 
Emperors who, as my friend alleged, did nothin# else but were 
surrounded by buffoons and clowns. Coming as it does from a Muham- 
madan member it is nothin# but a calumny against the whole Muslim 
communty in India. I could have understood my friend if he were a 
whole-hogger . If my friend were really a student of sociology he 
would have found that ceremonies and functions form an important 
feature in all kingdoms. Rut surely if he had gone in for a total 
cut it would have been something. I think that to go in for a cut 
of only Its. 51,000 on economic grounds is nothin# but childish. I 
think it is always better to leave the matter to His Excellency the 
Go\ernoi\ If my friend had looked to the budget estimates he would 
have found that the demand has come down from IN. 04,00(1 t > 
Es. 45,000. As a member of the Retrenchment Committee 1 know 
how much of this is due to the personal intervention and determination 
of His Excellency the Governor to reduce expenditure. So 1 oppose 
this motion. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, this question of expenditure 
on the band establishment of His Excellency the Governor ha> been 
discussed frequently during the last Id years or more, and 1 think 
the House is anxious to discuss other important subjects over which 
cut motions have been tabled. I would only say this that the history 
of the hand establishment is well known. It started in the year 1912 
when a hand was agreed to on the analogy of the other two presi- 
dencies, viz., Bomlwiy and Madras, and lias been maintained ever 
since. Hut I wish to make this point that the cost of the hand has 
progressively declined. I find that in 1922-23 the budget provision 
for the band was IN. 94,(100. The matter was gone into very carefully 
in 1925 and the conclusion came to was that their reducible minimum 
was Its. 704)00. We have gone further since then, specially since 
th£ Retrenchment Committee’s report was received. Their recom- 
mendation was given effect to from the 1st of September last, and 
as Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Hague has said, it is** very largely 
owing to his personal interest and to the determination of His Excel- 
lency the Governor to effect economy that the cost of the band estab- 
lishment has been reduced to its present dimensions, namely 
HR*. 45,140, It is the lowest figure that has ever been reached and 
is a bare minimum. It may interest the House to know that in 1029-30 
the amount was Rs. 69,000, in the following ye*$ it was Rs. 07,000 
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Z d iorilT ye . ai ;, before i® st it B S . 63,185 and last year it waa 
Rb. 52,000 and this year we have budgeted for Ra. *16,140. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I, the quality the aanteP 


Th ?i H0, T li 'f Mr * R ’ **• RE,D: The quality, 1 understand, is tint 
same though the quantity is not so. 1 do not think we need take 
up mueh time of this Council in discussing this cut motion and T 
would beg the hon’ble member to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was then put and lost. 


Mr« NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U* Mr. President, Sir, I beg to 

move that the demand of Its. 1$,00() under the head “22D Executive 

Council” be reduced by Its. 100 in order to discuss the sue of the 
Executive Council. 

Sir, I may say at once that I am conscious of the fact that this is 
another roarv chestnut as my friend Mr. S. M. Bose has just remarked. 
This question has been debated in this Council ever since I have been 
a member of this House (Mn. P. X. Gnu : Ising before that) and 
the only reply that has been vouchsafed to us from the Government 
benches is t hat it is increh an academic discussion because tin* size 
ot tin* Executive Council is determined by the Secretary of Stale. 
Sir, without pretending to he a lawyer (Here a member smiled and 
Mr. Basil retorted “why do um smiley Lawyers aie at a discount in 
this Council), I must admit that I know that in the Government of 
Gulin Art the provision is that the number of members of the Kvecu- 
tive Council of Governors’ Province* shall not he more than four hut 
shall he such numhci as is fixed h\ the Secretary of State. Well,. 
Sir, that is all very good. Hut the question is whether it is within 
the competence of this Council to suggest to the Secretary of 
State that tlu* number should he reduced if on no other 
ground than on the ground ot economy. Sir, the pay of the members 
of the Executive Council is also fixed hy the Statute and this Council 
has no power to reduce the salaries paid to the Executive Councillors. 
But the question is whether Bengal has the capacity to pay Hs, (>4,01)0 
each for four members of the Executive Council, and whether in fact 
efficiency would he impaired if the number of the Executive Councillors 
was reduced. So far as the capacity to pay is concerned Jhe successive 
budget deficits and the successive loans which had been resorted by 
the province in order to make both ends meet are sufficient illustra- 
tion of the ftiet that tTe province is unable to pay this high salary. 

It does not matter, Sir, whether efficiency would really suffer if the 
number was reduced because even if efficiency were to suffer I submit, ^ 
Sir, that it is economically impossible to support such a large numbef ! 
of Executive Councillors. It is incumbent upon the province to redtgc# 1" 
the number of these highly paid posts and then, Sir, I shall presently 
show' that efficiency is not likely to suffer: it is* not probable that 
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efficiency %ill su^jr. Sir, the case of Bombay has been cited in this 
* Council and thff^jate Home Member wlm pleased to say that 
the questipn of Dombay was different because the population 
^f Bombay fa smaller. Whether each member of the Executive 
Council has got to keep an eye over one-fourth of the population of 
this province or otherwise the administration would suffer is a question 
iJtiich I am incompetent to deal with. But so far as the Home 
^Jemher is concerned — he is now concerned more with young men and 
Vtrnien below 21 years of age probably than with the attempt# to 
reduce the number of Executive Councillors and I may take it that 
the present duty of the Home Member^ in conjunction wdth the police, 
is to take a census of the people born in this province every year. 
But what of the other three? I do not think that it is entirely neces- 
sary to have 4 members of the Executive Council at the present day. 
Well, it was suggested that because there are two officials, there ought 
to he two non-officials, because amongst the non-officials, one was to he a 
Muhammudan and the other a non-Muhammadan. Sir, I do not hold 
that this is the right point of view to take. The Act says that at least 
one of the members must he such that he has held official position 
under the Crown of India for 12 years. Well, that one official ought 
to he the Home Member, as at the present moment the question of the 
transference of law and order in Bengal is a terribly ticklish question, 
and is probably likely to rouse suspicion if not the love of people else- 
where, I would say have the official member, for the present at least, 
for the purpose of looking after law and order and police. Well, Sir, is 
there any reason why the other departments of Government should not 
he distributed amongst less than membeis? Js there any reason 
whatsoever why the Finance Member must be a member of the Indian 
Civil Service? Is there any reason whatsoever why a non-official mem- 
ber, either a Muhammadan or a non-Muhammadan, — by saying non- 
Muhammadan I mean either a Hindu or the so-called upper class, or a 
Hindu of the scheduled caste or depressed class, or a non-official 
Britisher — why should not a person from these (lasses be found compe- 
tent and not be made the Finance Member of the Piovince? 
There is nothing to prevent that. If it he necessary to have an Indian 
Civil Service officer, let him be, as 1 have already said, the Home Mem- 
ber. Then, ^s there any reason why there must he, after the Home 
Member and the Finance Member, another two more members? I submit 
not. There is nothing to show that the great departments of say 
Forests, Irrigation, or Judicial, should not be carried on*by the Home 
Member or the Finance Member, in addition to his other duties. What 
\ tortile spectacle that we find here to-day? We know that so far as the 
Revenue Department is concerned, one of the principal works on which 
Ihis department embarked, namely, the amendment of thi# -CJp&i „Act, 
has been finished. On account of the lamentable and melancholy 1«irly 
death of the late flir Provash Mitter, fortunately KnlehaA 
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labours in connection with the Cess Bill, there w^m vanyiiy iiTthe 
Revenue Department, aU^ve buve what is peueraW^sidered to lw in 
that department, a stop-gri^|iran(remeat. (HoiCst* Mr. Rkid:' “Oh, 

yes”.) I am plad the Hoincftember says “Oh, y«s!\ That shows it is 
a stop-pip. Well, if we can have (his stop-pap arrangement, 1 do not 
know for how long, probably the duration of (lie life of this Council, or 
the Council session, I do not know what is going to happen tp the ot^jpr 
department, over which an Indian is presiding. I do not know I can 
covertly pronounce his name, you, know, Sir, the full name, Sir A. 
Ghuznavi, of Dilduar, he is retiring in April next. (A voice: Who 
says so?) Aceoiding to the Civil List, but I do not know if he if 
realiy retiring, and T do not kifow if a stop-gup arrangement is going 
to be made here also, but there is a great deal of excitement among the* 
non-official member.-* of this House. I do not know the exact date of 
the retirement, but I know there is u great deal of fomentation and 
fermentation going on among these benches, and one of the greatest 
leasons why even corruption in the Registration Department is con- 
doned by the House, is in my suspicion the pending vacancy. That 
is my own suspicion. I am not attributing any motive to anyone. 1 
submit that considering the volume of the work that is left for the so- 
called non-ofiicial member, he becomes more official as soon as he goes 
and sits there on the Treasury Denches, even than the sun-dried bureau- 
crat-. 1 submit that on account of the volume of work done by them 
it is not at all impossible for one member to carry on the work of two. 
As I have said, Sir, I do not care whether that member he u Muham- 
madan, a Dritisher or a Hindu or an Indian Christian. It does not 
matter jn the very least to me really; I would welcome the Hcvd. 
Mr. Nag in this Council, if His Excellency weie pleased to appoint 
him. J do not know what the feelings of the other members will be, 
hut I am sure I will welcome him with open aims, because 1 know 
that so far as these departments are concerned, they are carried on. not 
by the Members themselves so milch as by the permanent officials of 
the Secretariat, and it is not at all necessary that they should repioneut 
any community, or nationality in the Executive Council. As l have 
said already, the fiist and foremost question is whether this province 
is able to support four, I will not use the expression that is coming 
straight to mv mind about the dredgers and other things. Hut I do 
submit that it is something like that. Why should we support four 
men to do the work of two? I submit that one Indian Civil Service 
member and#one non-Hhlian will be quite enough, — hut if it is thought 
otherwise, for the volume of the work, especially considering the way 
which the Finance Member goes on working from early morning 
till late at night, though I do not think it is necessary, but if after 
considering all these facts there ought to be a Finance Member to look 
■finance and two other members to deal with the other depart- 
ments, I would not grudge even three, but in any % case in the pieseni 
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ffinaticial state of Ine Province I do not thin§*we ought to have iaore 
than three. ^ 


Mr. J . N. CUPTA: After the able speech of niv friend Mr. N. K. 
Basu I feel there is very little left for me to say on this motion. The 
first point to which I wish to allude is that it might be urged that in 
movjng for a reduction of the size of the Executive Council we are 
raising a question which is more or less of an academic nature at the 
present moment having regard to the fact that we are not very far 
from the impending reforms under which the Members of the Executive 
Council will disappear automatically. « But, Sir, as it has been 
hinted by my friend Mr. Basu and as Mr. Thompson the leader of 
the European group also said the other day the retirement of a 
Member of the Executive Council is probably impending and there- 
fore, this question need not be considered to be purely academic and 
it might be possible for the Government, if the opinion of the Bouse 
in this matter is accepted not to fill up the vacancy which will be 
created by this retirement. Mi. Basu, I submit, lias conclusively 
whew n, t hut both on the ground of the volume of the woik to be done and 
the capacity to pay the province ol Bengal should not have a cabinet 
of 7 with 4 Executive Councillors. I can only add, what he probably 
1 urged to mention, that two Ileliemhment Committees have already 
carefully examined this question and while the first was of opinion 
that a Cabinet ol 4 oi at most 5 menibeis was quite sufficient tor 
Bengal, the last committee over which a very senior member of the 
Indian Civil Service presided also came to the conclusion that a 
Cabinet of 5 Members would be quite ample to earn on the work of 
flic Government ol Bengal. Sii, when 1 spoke on this subject on 
the last occasion the late Home Member pointed out that J was not 
justified in bringing in the ease of Bombay to the notice of the House 
because whereas the population in Bombay was only about 19 or 20 
millions in Bengal we have bad to deal with 51 millions. To that a 
reply has already been given by Mr. Basil who bus pointed out that 
the first consideration which we have to examine is whether we would 
be able to pay for the services of the men whom we employ. Sir, 
Bengal is by tar the poorest of all the largest provinces in India, 
and whereas # the revenue in Bombay is 15 crores our revenue does 
not go very much above 9 crores. Therefore we urge that on this 

ground alone if Bombay hu> been compelled to reduce • its Cabinet 

from six to four there is no reason why Bengal should not follow the 
«xa|nple of Bombay and reduce its Cabinet from seven to six mem- 
bers. The next point to which I would like to refer is about the 

comparative strength of the official and non-official members of the 
Executive Council. Sir, I am aware that the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee recommended that if there should be two officials in the 



167 


1934.] * \ DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

<*•*' ' * 

Couipil both of whom Europeaus there shoiflfl^lso be two non- 
officii Indian Members. Bjit ns Mr. lbisu has pointed out, there 
is no^Wthly reason why there should he two official European 
members in the Cabinet. If the Home Member were an official Euro- 
pean and the Government could not find an Indian official the other 
Member might very well he a non-official European Member. I 
have next to deal with the question of the necessity of holding the 
balance even between the two communities of Hindus and Moslems, 
and I agree that if absolute equality is considered essential we must 
take the Ministers also into consideration. From every point of view, 
therefore, I see no difficulty whatsoever in accepting the unanimous 
opinion, I venture to sa\ , of tin* whole of the province of Bengal, of 
Indians, as well as of Europeans, that this proxince is being made to 
pay lor its higher set vices far in excess of its resources. Sir, the 
time has come when we must be sincere and by our acts and not by 
profession merel\ shew that we are determined to tackle the serious 
position in whith we are placed, of having to face falling revenues 
and increased demands of even description and tlml we are deter- 
mined to face these facts by doing exerything we can to reduce the 
cost of the top]p‘a\\ administration, and wc cannot do better than by 
beginning at the top of the Government and reduce the size of the 
Cabinet. I do not wish to take any more time of the House 
because, for as 1 ha\e said, I think every section of the House will 
support this notion and opinion outside the Council is also absolutely 
unanimous on this point. 1 therefore commend Hie motion to the 
acceptance of the House. 

r Tli c* Council was then adjourned for 1*> minutes. ^ 

(After adjournment.) 

Rai Bahadur 8ATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Sir. I rise in support 
of flu* motion. I consider that the size of the Executive Council should 
be reduced. I have of course the efficiency of the administration in my 
mind and I say this because 1 know and I make bold to say that the 
efficiency will not suffer in any way if we reduce the size of the Executive 
Council. Considering financial position and our deficit budget year in, 
and year out, this move would certainly be in the right direction, our 
budget lias been ridiculed by eininient critics outside this Council, ns 
only an administrative budget, it leaves no room for any construefive 
programme fur the gtxfd of the nation. .Nobody cun dare say that ours 
is a national budget; no. Sir, with due respects to the feelings of those 
wbo are and may be concerned, I suggest that we should rather cut 
our Coat according to the cloth at our disposal. Other provinces like 
Bombay have already taken lead in reducing the size of the Executive 
"Council. Our move in this direction is long overdue; if we could not 
take the lead, let us now move before it is too late^nd follow the suit. 
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I humbly suggest that further extension of th* period of those members 
of the Executive Council whose retireraent| hre due should not be ajlowed 
and in doing- so, we will do injustice to nobody and I hope, the size of 
the Executive Council would thus be automatically reduced withoui,#ny 
interference from higher authority. With these observations I su^J)ort 
the motion. «> 

Rai 8ahib AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN: Sir, while I have every sym- 
pathy with any endeavour to reduce unnecessary expenditure in our 
administration and get rid of surplus stock of Members of the Executive 
Council which is sometimes regarded as a guilded cage for brittle repu- 
tation 1 do not at the fag-end of the regime want to disturb the arrange- 
ment which has been left undisturbed so long. I have, moreover, to 
remind the House what Ilis Excellency the Governor of Bengal told 
this Council about this time last year. He said: — 

“Before passing from the subject of retrenchment, theie is one specific 
lecommcndation with which the House may properly expect me to deal. 
The Committee (the Retrenchment Committee) lecommemled a reduc- 
tion in the size of the Cabinet from seven to five members. I have 
given most careful consideration to this recommendation as it was my 
duty to do. I have no doubt that under normal conditions we could 
carry on the work fairly comfortably with a Government of six members 
and if there were no question of preserving a communal balance the 
number might even be reduced to five as recommended by the Com- 
mittee. But conditions aie far from normal in several department of 
Government and we must, expect doling the next few months a very’ 
heavy addition to the burden of work — affecting all members of Gov- 
ernment — in connection with the scheme for constitutional reform. 
This, moreover, is woik which will have to be done against time. In 
all the iereumstances, therctore, I have come to the conclusion after 
much thought, that it is not worth while to incur the disadvantages of 
disorganising existing arrangements for the sake of the small saving 
that would be realised dining the comparatively short period that is 
now expected to elapse before the inauguration of a reformed constitution. 
I have the less hesitation in coming to this decision since all the indi- 
cations go to show’ that under the conditions of the future it will not be 
possible to c^rrv on the work of Government with fewer than seven 
Ministers,” 

I am ready to give some of the departments of Government credit 
for the work they have done in this connection. I know the faimeea 
and force with which the Finance Department, for instance, has pre- 
sented the case of Bengal to the Round Table Conference. Aftd 1 do 
not know if the work, like the poor, is with us yet. But I am ready to 
be generous — as we have always been, often against our will — and 
neglect the small saving that may, even if we are able to get the object 
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of the motion carried, accrue to us during the comparatively short time 
that lies before the new constitution is introduced. Already there are 
indications that it is really joining and cannot he delayed very long. 
Indeed it is long overdue. 1 

* We may, in taking 1141 this attitude, be making a virtue of necessity, 
for 1 it does not lie with us to reduce the number of Members of the 
Executive Council. It rests with the Secretary of State tor India and 
he alone can decide what should be done. 

I have said I have eveiy stmpatliv with any attempt made in this 
Council to reduce the ctM of administration. Hut, as I have pointed 
out. we gain ven little by pressing this motion and I hope the mover 
will, after t he expression of opfuion in this House, withdraw his motion. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: When Poltis. King of Thruee, was 
approached by the emissaries of Agamemnon to join in a war against 
Troy to right what they called a national wrong, he replied, perhaps 
Paris wants a wife very badly, but it is hard for Menalaus to lose 11 
wife; I have two wives both of whom l can spare, one for Paris and 
another for Menalaus. I think in order to end a discussion which is 
being earned on times without number in this ( ouneil and on which 
feelings have been expressed very pointedly, Government should think 
in those terms of that old Greek king and give up two of their member# 
in order to make an attempt <0 balance their budget. 

Sir, the Members of the K\ecuti\e Council have between themselves, 
as lifts often been remaiked in tins (’ouneil, a very goodly number of 
bogus portfolios— the pull folios of Emigration, Immigration, Excluded 
Areas ami many oilier things including Jurisdiction, and 1 can repeat 
the names at any length; I think minor or unimportant portfolios can 
be dealt with by Members who have other portfolios. Since our budget 
has been top-heavy, and since on account of various causes which tho 
Ilon’ble the Home Member will advance for our consideration, the 
Police expenditure is swelling by leaps and bounds and is banging 
like a millstone round our necks, — in order to relieve us of this top- 
heavy administration and of this expenditure which this poor country 
having a depleted finance can ill afford, not being like other countries 
where revenues go up and swell, I think this avenue of reducing 6X« 
penditure should be explored before the Uon’ble Member propose# 
oppose til is cut. Sir, I suggest that whether they (tan take action now 
or hereafter, whet he* they can take action in this Council, so far as 
ibis Council is concerned or as some members have remarked, in the 
next Council, this idea should predominate in the minds of those w f bo 
woufi! try to make the coming Executive Council business like and in 
conformity with the wishes of the Legislative Council that is coming. 
I think that if we in this way try to accommodate our finances to the 
exigencies of the situation, we shall be doing a # great service to the 
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country and to those whose causes are represented by persons who have 
supported this amendment. I do not like to say whether any impending 
vacancy is going to be filled or not. I do not mind whether any 
vacancy is filled up by a live electric wire, about the pronunciation of 
whose name authorities differ. I would like to say this only: that what- 
ever is done in this connection, everything should be done with a view 
to economy and economy alone. Even with the fillip that we have re- 
ceived of late from the Government of India our finances are still de- 
pleted and I hope that with this depleted finance, those who will 
arrange the business of t lie Council and those who are responsible for 
•arranging the seats and number of the members of the Council, will 
take this into their serious consideration and have regard to the feel- 
ings expressed from all parts of this House, not now but year after 
year, and will do their level best to adjust themselves to the situation. 
1 therefore support the motion. 

Halm Hem Chandra Uai Choudhury and Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra 
Hal read out their speeches and were not heard at the Reporters’ table. 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Although 1 feel tempted to support 
the motion of my esteemed friend Mr. Xarendrn Kumar Hasu, yet on 
careful consideration of the subject 1 am sony 1 cannot actually give 
my support to it. Sir, under the present conditions all measures of 
economy cannot hut b« generally welcome to t lie well-wishers of 
Hengal, hut if the economy as proposed in this case had been advis- 
able surely I would have given my wholehearted support to it. The 
only question here is whether a reduction in the strength 
of our cabinet is desirable under the present circumstances. 
Probably, Sir, I do not see eye to eye with those who have 
supported the motion on account of mv lack of experience, which 
iny opponents seem to possess in an abundant degree. They have 
$uid, that the efficiency of the Cabinet will not he impaired in 
the least if the strength of the Cabinet is reduced. I confess, Sir, 
I have no knowledge of the amount of work which the Ilon’ble Mem- 
bers of the Executive Council have to do. My friend Mr. N. K. Basu 
has admitted, so tar as the Finance Member is concerned, that he 
works from morning till night, but he also says that he does not know 
"whether it is necessary for him to work so hard. I do not kuow 
whether my friend thinks that the Finance Member has lost his balance 
of mind so that he should he workiug for nothftig from miorning till 
night. 1 for myself know of another Hon'hle Member who like our 
Finance Member works from morning till night. I have no {loubt 
about the mental balance of this Hon’hle Member also, and I have no 
doubt that he does useful work when he subjects himself to so much 
strenuous labour all the day throughout. As for the Home Member, 
iny friend himself gi^es him a lease of life and does not dare to say that 
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his post can be touched in ^ any wav. There remains only another 
Member of the Executive Council who apparently, as far as I can see, has 
a good deal of work to do, but as I said previously, I do not actually 
know the amount of work that each of them 1ms got to do. It is only 

the Hon’ble Members themselves and His Excellency the Governor who 

• * 

know whether there is sufficient work for all these four Members 
uuder the present circumstances. But, Sir. what appeals to me as a 
circumstance of very great importance is this: Will it be advisable to 
have# change in the number of the Members of the Executive Council 
under the present circumstances when a new constitution is impending Y 
It has been said by the honourable members who want to reduce the 
number of members of the Executive Council that they do not ('are 
whether there is a Hindu or a Muslim on the Cabinet or whether the 
post ot a Hindu Member or the post of a Muslim Member is abolished. 

I know, Sir, there is nothing like the post of Hindu or a Muslim on the 
Cabinet but a precedent has been created during long \ ears and we 
have seen that unariabh out ol four members of the Executive Council 
one has been a Muslim and one a Hindu. Sir, 1 do not sa\ that the 
Government carries on the administration in a communal spirit. Thai 
is far from what can be insinuated by any member of this House. But 
in a countiy wheic there is such a strong feeling for undoing the 
Poona Pa<t. where there is such a strong feeling for undoing or 
altering the Communal Award, I think it cannot 1 m* said that the 
communal consideration can be altogether brushed aside (Mr. N, K. 
Basil: Ha\e a Mussulman). M\ friend si \ h "have a Muslim”. I 
think, Sii, In* speaks sinecrelv and if he actually says so, he would not 
have been up against the Communal Award or against the Poona Pact. 

1 know, Sir. that this consideration is regarded to be of very great 
importance b\ a large section of the people. I admit there may be 
exceptions. There may be persons who do not care whether members 
of the Cabinet are Hindus or Muslims. There may be some people 
who think in that way but their number is so very insignificant at the. 
present time that we can \ery well leave them out of account altogether. 
I was submitting. Sir, that under the present circumstances it seems 
to me necessary that a Muslim and a Hindu should be on the Executive 
Council in view* of the impending constitutional changes. Matty 
important and far-reaching decisions will have to lie taken bv the 
Cabinet during the next few months or at least many important recom- 
mendations will have to be made. I for m\self cannot say that the 
communal owisidcratiSns will be altogether out of place while arriving 
at these decisions. The question is therefore important and it 
seeing to me that there should be a Muslim and a Hindu on the Executive 
Council under the present circumstances. If, therefore, the strength 
of the Executive Council is reduced under the present circumstances I 
think that it may prove to be injurious to the people of Bengal. Again, 
Sir, my friends who have supported the motion, being all Indians, must, 



172 


V; 

DEMAND FOE GRA|f! [15th Mab., 

I think, regard it as a very valuable consideration that there should 
be two Indians on the Executive Council. As for myself, I think to 
reduce the strength of the European section of the Executive Council is 
out of the question under the present circumstances. If the strength is 
reduced at all it will be at the expense of the Indian section. I think it 
is not at all desirable and I suppose that my friends also do not desire that 
the strength of the Indian section should at all be reduced. Also there 
is another thing to which my friend Itai Sahib Akshoy Kumar Sen lias 
referred. Mr. Narendrn Kumar Basu says that there is no force in the 
argument that this question is only of academic interest, lie says 
that we can make recommendations to Ilis Majesty in whose hands 
the ultimate decision rests or lather I 'should put it that the decision 
rests with the Secretary of State in Council. But I think that at the 
fag end of the present constitution it is almost impossible to think that 
even if a recommendation goes from us it has any chance whatsoever 
of being accepted by the Secretary of State. Therefore, Sir, from 
whatever point of view we consider this question it does not seem desir- 
able that the motion should he accepted. 

I shall refer to another thing. It. has been said that the members 
of the Executive Council receive too high salaries. The administration 
is surely top heavy, and if it were actually possible to reduce their pay 
a motion to that effect would have been quite welcome; but as regards 
reduction in the number of the Executive Councillors I am opposed to 
it. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: Sir, we have been told 
that this discussion at t he present moment is a mere waste of time 
because of the “impending reforms” as they ha\e been called. I think 
it is on account of that very fact that the question has become one of 
very great urgency, inasmuch as when a new constitution is going to 
be framed for Bengal and they are going to have a Cabinet for Bengal 
under the new constitution you may take it for granted that in framing 
a scheme for the Cabinet the British Parliament or their Committee will 
accept the status quo; that is to say if you continue to have 7 members 
of the Cabinet now they will give us the very same seven members 
With a vengeance. If by any menus you could make it clear to the 
"Witish Parliament that a Cabinet consisting of 7 members is a luxury 
which Bengal cannot afford and it must be reduced to a reasonable size 
Ihefe may still be some hope for the future Finance Minister of Bengal 
inasmuch as we may expect to get a lesser number. It is,, therefore of 
importance that this question should be tackled now before it is too 
late. I have also heard it said that with less than four Executive 
Councillors it will not be possible to carry' on the administration. 
That is an argument which we have heard before but the experience of 
the past has shown that 7 members are not necessary to carry on the 
administration. And, last of all the bubble has been pricked by His 
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Excellency the Governor ia*fcis t address to this House. It has been 
pointed out that 7 members ar^Jaiot an Ibsolute necessity. They have 
got to be maintained among (Jther reasons for the coming reforms. 

If that is the argument, 1 think that is a very excellent reason why the 
number of the Executive* Councillors should he reduced here and now. 
We already find that in spite of the heavy burdens which have been 
placed upon the members of the Executive Council by the present circum- 
stances there is a superfluity of energy amongst the members of the 
Executive Council. There is never wanting an attempt on their part 
whenever occasion arises to have a hand in the pie of the Transferred 
Department. For instance when the question of appointing a commit- 
tee lor the economic development of Bengal cropped up it was an 
Executive Councillor who took the matter in his charge and not the 
Ministers who were supposed to be in charge of the tint iou-buildiug 
departments. I expect that there will he still more superfluous energy * 
when the Waterways Hoard comes into being. Already the Irrigation 
Department had been depleted so that there is very little work left ; 
lor the department and little enough for the members of the Executive 
Council. Sir, it is necessary that on account of this the superfluous* 
energy should he relieved b\ reduction, — by blood letting. The 

llon’ble the Finance Member in introducing the budget made a rather 
ominous reference. He pointed out that the amount of the deficit in 
the budget was almost equivalent to the amount spent on the transferred 
departments, h am not quite sure whether that implies a suggestion 
that, if the constitution demanded drastic remedies which the Ifon’ble 
ME Wood head has referred to in the budget speech of last year, ruth- 
less cutting down or something like that, he would review the position 
so that the transferred departments might he abolished. There was » 
a suggestion— not a definite suggestion though; but an apprehension 
indicated by the* Hon’ble Member. If that is so, Sir, there is very 
good reason why the strength of the Executive Council should be 
reduced pro tanto and charge made over to the Ministers. If the 
Ministers can be shaken off, then 1 fail to understand why the number 
of the Executive Councillors cannot he reduced. All these things 
indicate there is room lor cutting down and let that cutting be in the 
number of the Executive Council Members. But, Sir, a note of alapttt 
has been raised, a note of protest, I mean. And in that note I almost 
seem to hear the voice of the caterpillar thirsting to take wings am a 
butterfly. Every calypillar expects to be a butterfly sooner or later; 
and any proposal to extinguish butterflies might easily create a stir 
among the caterpillars. Apart from that, Sir, I have not yet heard any 
sufficient reason for not reducing the number of the Executive Council- 
lors. 


Baku 4ITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, we have a certain 
amount of in the Council to-day inasmuch aft Maulvi Syed Majid 
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Baksh told us that this is a matter in we personally are not very 

much interested. Dr. Sen Gnpta refet^ad to voiceless caterpillars : I do 
not know that caterpillars are voiceless ; and in spite of the great respect 
with which 1 always listen to the speeches delivered by Maulvi 
Tamizuddin Khan I regret to say that to-day I was unable to follow his 
arguments or appreciate the full force ot them. Maulvi Tamizuddin 
Khan seems to make out two points. He was under the impression 
that it there were any reduction in the number of the Executive 
Councillors, that reduction will affect the Indian element in the 
Cabinet. I fail to understand his arguments. I fail to understand 
why, if such a reduction is made, a Hindu or a Muslim will have to go. 
It is true that amongst the members of the Executive Council there is 
one Hi mlu and one Muslim but nobody has suggested that the axe should 
fall upon either on the Hindu Member or on the Muslim Member: no 
such question has been raised by any one in this House. He did not 
particularize which of them should go. Further, there is no particular 
reason why the Indian element should be touched at all for the purpose 
of reduction in the number. Then, again. Sir, he made a grievance 
of the fact that if the number of the Executive Councillors were reduced, 
it would affect the communal balance in the Cabinet. He said expli- 
citly that in the Executive Council there should at least he one Hindu 
and one Muhammadan. He harped upon that more than once. He 
wanted one Hindu and one Mussulman. That was his grievance. Now 
instead of one Hindu we ha\e got two, and instead of. one Mussulman 
we have got three. That is not the grievance of Maulvi Tamizuddin 
Khan. Supposing one Mussulman was to go, even then there would 
ho two Mussulmans and one Hindu; he said that would upset the com- 
munal balance, llut if one Hindu were to go, that will not upset 
t lie equanimity of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, and we should not be 
perturbed by that. lie cannot possibly have that as a grievance. The 
question which however presents itself is the point of view of economy. 
Hut apart from this question of economy the question really is. 
whether there is sufficient work in the Cabinet, especially the Executive 
Council, for all these 4 members. 1 appeal to the European members; 
I should like to abide by their decision. We know Mr. Wood lieu d and 
*Mr. lleid, they are both hard-working men; they will be able to tell 
us, and I shoyld like to have a clear answer from them, whether there 
is sufficient work in this province, and must there be four men with 
superhuman qualifications to do it? We know, one of the Executive 
members is overworked; the other is fully occupied, bul as for the 
two Indian members they yawn their heads off, they are bored stiff, 
half their time is wasted, and we know that if people are not fully occu- 
pied their efficiency is bound to suffer. Here it is a decrease in the num- 
ber which might increase their efficiency. At present it is all play and 
no work, consequently they are getting duller and duller; they have no 
initiative because they have nothing to do. It is their interest, their 
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reputation that is suffering ;Atf have got a great reputation elsewhere, 
but they have nothing to occupy^hem here. There must be a diminu- 
tion, not only for the purpose of economy, hut for the purpose of secur- 
ing increased efficiency. For these reasons I support this resolution. 

i • 

Mftlflvi ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, I rise to accord my whole-hearted 
support to the motion moved by Mr. Narendra Kumar Hasu. In fact 
the fftotion also stands in iuv name. I have very closely listened to the 
arguments put forward by my esteemed friend Maul\i TauiirndJlin Khun,, 
and 1 must frankly confess that 1 am absolutely u neon \ meet 1 by his 
arguments. This motion in mv humble opinion is very impoitant, and 
there is now* an excellent opportunity presented to the tiovernment u$ 
reducing the Executive Founeil without anv violent diork to anybody’#* 
mind. 1 will not go into (lie details, but even one well knows the 
opportunity is there, and it is lot the Government to take courage in 
both hands and reduce the number of the Kxecuti\e ('oum’ilbus with- 
out causing any revolution. Sir, there was a time when Hengal, liihar 
and Orissa used to be governed by one LieutenanMfo\ernor alone. 
Now, Sir, Hihar and Orissa has one Governor, ami Hengal has one 
Governor, with an addition of 7 hieutenaiit-OoMMiiois, I mean the 4 
Executive ('oumil Members and the ‘1 Ministers. Hut I seriously ask 
this House, Sir, it with all this increase of costlv personnel at the top, 
the people are really happiet tlian ltie\ weie in those days when Hengal 
and Hiluir and Orissa were governed by only one Lieutenant-Governor. 
Are the people lenlly happier than before? 1 Are they letter fed and 
housed and clothed than before? Sir, go to the countryside and see the 
plight in which the people aie parsing their days. You will not be 
able to restrain your tears ut the sight. Hut what are we doing? Some 
of us are supporting the present huge cost of the adminisf ration ; we 
have lieconie callous and indifferent to the suffeiings of the people whom 
we are supposed to represent here. I say there is absolutely no justi- 
fication in my humble opinion for the heavy cost of administration we 
are actually incurring compared with the so-called advantages we are 
deriving from this administration. If the ('nhinef were reduced, the 
money saved could be devoted to the nation-building departments und 
particularly to medical relief. Uai Sahib Akshay Kumar Sen said 
there would be only a small saving. I say it would be lty. 1,27, (MM) per 
year, which is not a small saving at all; and if this money could be 
distributed among 26 distric t boards of Hengal, I say it would be of 
great benefit to the people in the shape of additional medical relief 
which is sorely needed. We know the district boards are suffering 
greatly from want of adequate money for dispensi^* and kata-azar 
centres. The pressure on the charitable dispensaries is Very great just 
now. The classes of people who before the present economic distress 
used to help themselves are now resorting to these district board dis- 
pensaries and the district boards are unable to meet«tbe demand, It ha* 
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been said that in view of the impending rS&rms |re should not try ^pd 
reduce the size of the Cabinet. We have been hearing of these Reforms 
being impending for a long time, but when they are going to Materialise 
no one seems to know. Can anybody prophesj , and sny when they^ill u 
come into operation? If even for one ve&r thei economy can be^ef^t^d, 
it .jrill go a great way to relieve the distress of the people. liMs an 
indefensible waste of money. Sir, 1 deliberately assept^his, 
and I do not agree with the point that has been made that the comitfunal, 
balance in the cabinet will be upset. That cannot be so. Supposing 
jthe two Indian members were removed from the Executive Council, 
there would still remain the three ministers. My point is that the tly*e 
Ministers w ill be quite sufficient to represent Indian opinion ‘io fthe • 
dfjbvernor. They will be able to put before the Government the Indiat^ 
so what is the necessity for two more members, when the money’ ' 
■saved can be applid for the real benefit of the people? There is 
no single argument advanced which really goes against the purffon 
moved by Mr. Narendra Kumar Rasu. I give him credit for absolute 
sincerity of motive. There is really no question of Hindu and Muslim, 
involved. Both are suffering. It is in the interest of the people an# 
$ox relieving their distress that we should impress upon Government thlg 
imperative necessity of leducing the size of the Exeeuti\e Council. But 
ft appears, Sir, we are crying in the wilderness. The reply of the 
Government to our cries is already given in this red hook (statement 
showing Government’s decisions on reemmnendatins of Retrench- 
ment Committee up to <‘11 st January, 1984). It is on page 8, paragraphs 
1012-10-1: “No action will l>e taken to reduce the size or the emoluments 
of the Cabinet pending the introduction of the new constitution.” Sir, 
the truth is that the present Government is really callous and indifferent 
to the sufferings of the people. They do not care whether the people 
live happily or are miserable. The Government do not pxist for the 
people, but the people are made to exist somehow' for them. There is a 
deep-seated feeling in the country that the present Government is a need- 
lessly top-heavy Government. Bengal is a )K>or province, and this 
extravagant expenditure is moie than she can stand. Every rupee of 
needless expenditure should be religiously avoided foi the real benefit 
of the people. 

JBabu AMULYADHAN RAY: Although I agree with Mr. N. K. 
Basu that the size of the Cabinet should be reduced and their pay should 
be cut, but in view' of the coming reforms I cannot support tMs. how- 
ever it must be understood by nil members of this House wlbat^the 
British Parliam^t had said. They said that Bengal is a poor province 
and her resources not only justify reduction in the number of Executive 
Councillors but demand a thorough overhauling of the administrative 
machinery and reorganisation of the Services by curtailing the pay of 
the public servants in the administrative machinery by 30 to 50 per cent. 
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Sir, what is thu nature of administration of to-day P It is nothing Imt 
a paper transaction ^thout consideration for the people who are in the 
midst of life, and death. Mr. »T. L. Bannerjee has said that there is no 
tMiffinieut work for the members to do. Sir, I am of the same opinion, 
but If there is no sufficient work for the other three members, there is 
at least sufficient work for the Hon’ble Sir Ahdelkerim Ghuxnavi 
beoaifsa* most of the rivers in Bengal are lreing silted up, the county# 
side villages are Iceiug depopulated and the areas are gradually being * 
filled up with jungles, so at least so far as thut Hon’ble Member is 
concerned, his work his greatly increased. (A voter: : What about^ 
tigers!*). I do not answer that. My humble opinion is that Bengal 
badly ^requites more money and* the cost of administration must f* cur*, 
tajled and the number of the Cabinet meml>ers must he reduced. Brt, 
in view of the coming reforms I will not lay stress upon any reduction/* 
*\ present. 

Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: We have obtain- 
ed a good bit of light in this House over this question and speaker after 
Speaker has risen and said a lot of things which probably will not beur 
u little scrutiny. M\ friend Mr. Abul Qtiaseiii has really given a lead * 
in this If dim 1 . He is under the impression that if this Hs. fi4 ,000 , * 
would he deducted from the pay of the Executive Council lorn it will 
automatically go for the relief of the sufferers in the villages. If this 
i# his belief, I would ask him not to abuse himself with that idea because 
the moment thi> H>. (M.fWHf is cut it would go to the fortunate man’s 
pocket; it will automatindh go to the Finance Member and he will pay 
it off to the Government of India b\ way of payment of the loan, so if 
instead of going to the Government of India it goes to some fortunate 
man’s pocket, what harm i< there!* Sir, I was once one of the members 
of the Cabinet and 1 have some experience of it. 1 think I am right , 
in saying this that there are two sides of the Cabinet, one is Reserved - 
side and the ofhei Transferred side. There are subjects which are dis- 
cussed bv the Reserved side quite separately from the Transferred side 
anti the Transferred Departments, oi the Ministers working for the 
Transferred Departments have no access to them, and a lot of matters 
are disposed of bv the Resen ed side. So if the cabinet or that part of 
the cabinet which is private and confidential where the Ministers are 
not represented is not to include representatives of all communities, I 
fear the interests of the community which will not he »epreseHed in’the 
cabinet will # not be rtft-ed for. It is in the cabinet in that small circle 
thaMWft£tual Government of the province exists. Therefore it would 
be to the best interests of all the communities concerned that they should 
be represented in the cabinet, ft is the cabinet which actually rules 
and governs the province. If it is said that for the sake of economy 
there should be only three Mem Iters of the Executive Council, then I 
should say that these three Members should consist pf one European one 
12 
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Hindu and one Muhammadan as they form the major portion of the 
population of this province. In that case I think the whole country 
will have confidence in the Government. But if you exclude one of 
these three communities from being represented in the cabinet, I should 
aay that it would be wrong to do ho. No doubt the sum of Rs. 64,000 
which is the pay of a Member of the Executive Council for one yfcar is 
a big sum, but considering the fact that you spend crores and crores 
of rupees in the administration of the province I do not think it is so 
great as you seem to think. Considering also the large issues that are 
at stake I do not think it would he wise for us to economise in that way. 
I also think that all the members have got sufficient work to do. The 
Home Member as you all know is the hardest worked man. He alone 
cannot do all the work and so he has to take the help of all the Secre- 
taries and I understand that people consider his life to be a dog’s life. 
The Finance Member, as everybody knows, is concerned with the files 
of all the departments and has to go through them from cover to cover 
before be can conic to a decision — either to accord sanction to a proposal 
or to refuse it. If anyone says that he has not much work to do, I 
should say that he is not telling t lie right thing. The Revenue Member 
has to work night and day, and we all know how very bard worked Sir 
Provush was. He used to work even on holidays and on one occasion 
I found him during the Saraswati Puja holidays in Government House 
and he told me that from Govenuuet House he was going to. office. 
We all know that Sir Provash died in the midst of his work. The 
Irrigation Member has also like his colleagues to do a very large amount 
of work. He lias initiated many new schemes and is always anxious 
to do anything that be can to help t lie people, but unfortunately the 
Finance Member cannot give sufficient funds. The Members of the 
Executive Council have also to give 2 to ‘1 hours every day in going 
through the files of the transferred departments which come to them. 
Therefore I do not think any case has been made out for reducing the 
existing number of Executive Councillors. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, ufter the rhetorical outburst of 
the previous speakers crowned by the oratory of the Nawab Musharraf 
Hosain who lias showered bouquets at the treasury benches and has 
justified the existence of every single member, it is not necessary for me 
to say anything whatsoever against the amendment except to put for- 
ward au interjection. If the hon’ble members who have moved this 
amendment are really serious that any savings jrhich can be effected 
under this head will accrue to the benefit of the people of Bengal, then 
let them put forward a comprehensive resolution that we ought to go 
back to the days of the Lieutenant-Governors with just one or two mem- 
bers and some Secretaries and we may and I suppose there are many 
who will support them. But as long as you desire to have reforms and 
cabinets and certain members whom you can pester with questions and 
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interpellations, and whom you can accuse with impunity so that you may 
earn reputation in this Council at their expense, it is better that you 
have as many targets as you can possibly fire nt. If you are really 
anxious with regard to tie expenditure which all reforms necessarily 
entail, then come forward, boldly and say “We do not want reforms/* 
In the next cabinet we will have probably uUiut eight Ministers ami 
several Secretaries. There will be a l suit 250 members in this Council 
mostly from the mu fas mil, because the town representation will be 
practically negligible and every member from the wuftmal will draw 
his travelling and other allowances. So the cost of the reforms will bo 
very great. If you desire to move in the matter, then so far as the 
members of the Council theiuscffves are concerned, let them do away 
with their own rights ami monetary and other privileges, and l am 
perfectly certain it will not be necessary to have so many Executive 
Members adorning the treasury benches. 


Th« Hon’ble Mr, R. N, REID: Sir, before making my attempt to 
reply to tins discussion I just want to clear up one small point I have 
been luiMimlertsood — it seems always to be my fate to be misunderstood 
—when I interjected “Oh yes” to Mr. Nnremlrn Kumar Basil at the 
beginning of thi^ debate. He icferred to a stop-gap arrangement. 
When lie fir*<t made the remark, I did not catch what he said, and when 
1 did catch what lie said, 1 said “Oh yes” in a spirit of satisfaction at 
having grasped what he said. I did not mean to imply that I had any 
special knowledge of the conditions of the appointment. In fact I have 
none. 

The mover of thin motion framed two issues. One was — could 
Bengal pay for the luxury of these four memliers of the Council, and 
the second wan — would the efficiency of Government be impaired if the 
number of members of the Executive Council were reduced and to those 
two issues 1 think one might leasonably add one more, and that is the 
question of the expediency of making any change — a question which 
has been brought up by a considerable number of members this after- 
i oon , expediency of making a change under the present circumstances. 
On the question of economy — well, the question has been debated year 
after year in this Council and we have never got very much farther. 
If we take as a basis of discussion the fact that Bengal has an overdraft,, 
well then there are \*ry few things which she can afford. Strictly 
speakiug, if you argue on this line, she cannot afford the luxury of even 
this Legislative Council, for which, if you look to the budget you will 
see that a sum of tts. 1,83,000 has been budgeted, including a sum of 
Rs. 75,000 for travelling allowances of members. But I bad rather not 
labour that point, it is so obvious to everybody. If it is decided that 
we must have a Council of four Members we have gyt to pay for them. 
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If, on the other hand, it is agreed that with the deficit that we have got 
we cannot pay tor them the House can lecommend to the proper quarters 
that the number should he reduced. 

As regards t lie question whether the efficiency or the work of 
Government would l>e impaired by a reduction in the size of the Exe- 
cutive Council, I do not think, Sir, I need go into a history of the 
arguments and discussions which led up to the final decision that the 
Executive Council of Bengal should consist of two Service Members 
and two non-official Members, one of whom has always been a Hindu 
and the other a Muhammadan, naturally, except to say that that was 
decided on after very careful consideration in 1022, and here we are 
in 19»‘t4, and I do not think that any one will deny that the complication 
and the difficulty of the work, and important issues which are always 
cropping up, have enormously increased in these 12 years. 

Mr, NARENDRA KUMAR BASU* But what about the deficit in 
the revenues of Bengal in 1921-22? 

The Hon’ble Mr, R. N. REID: That is a question, Sir, ot which 
I must ask for nutiie. Mr. J. L. Hanerjee has asked me as to what all 
this work consists of, and whether I could say honestly that the Members 
<d Council bad a full day's work. I am rather afraid to use the word 
'“honestly," but I will say that l honestly consider that the woik of the 
Executive Count il justifies and 1 till \ takes up the time of the four 
Members of the Council. We had a very reasoned and well-informed 
defence from one section of the House and to that T must add my own 
view that I do think that there is sufficient work tot four Members. 
Speaking personally I may say that I have plenty of work to do; as for 
the Finance Member, he has been defended from several sides of the 
House as an industrious officer, who works from morning till night, and 
to my knowledge, Sir, he works even after dark and sometimes 
even before sunrise! I have no personal knowledge ot the work 
•of the other Members hut I am peitectly certain, even without that 
personal knowledge, that they too have got ample work to do. It is 
very easy for members of this House to run through the portfolios which 
are distributed among the different Members of the Executive Council 
and to find a number of apparently unimportant items like Jurisdiction, 
Excluded Areas, Emigration, Immigration, and all the rest of it. It 
is very easy to do that and to judge from that some portfolios are 
not particularly important as they seem to co Plain wha f apparently 
are trivial items, and to conclude that, those members have not got 
much to do and as a matter of fact are compelled to spend their time 
in play. But I may state that especially nowadays there is a great 
deal more work to do than would appear from the list of suhjects. As 
the Council is aware most important decisions on policy are taken after 
iViscussian iu Joint Meeting when both sides of Government meet 
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together and discuss things: also there are an enormous uuuitxn* of 
questions on which, though they arise m a single deportment, every 
Member of Government records his opinion and on which, if lie has to 
record his opinion with knowledge and thought, it means that he has 
got to spend a lot of time*over it; and 1 do not hesitate to say that the 
Members of Government do spend r tremendous amount of time and 
thought over these things. It is not merely the actual disposal of files, 
signing their names and initialling papers that take up nil their time. 
But if the Members of Government are to do their duty by the country 
they ought to spend more time in thinking nliout polity, as to how 
things can best he done and that is not a matter which can be measured 
by the number of hours spent *in actual reading or writing. It doe#- 
mean that an officer has to devote a considerable amount of thought 
and time to them, and it is just here, Sir, that 1 think nowuduys Mem- 
bers of Government find themselves handicapped. I know from my 
own experience that the Executive Councillor* have so much to do witlr 
the disposal of cases that they do not have sufficient time +o think «l*»ut 
what should be done not only to-day but in the future. 

I think, Sir, Mauhi Tnmizuddiu Khan made a very important, point 
when he referred to the necessity of having representatives of lxdh the* 
communities on the Executive Found! at this particular juncture when, 
we are on the eve of a new constitution and when there are so many 
difficult and very important poiuN to be decided in iespcct of the new 
constitution, and it is only by hating representatives of }>nth the com- 
munities in the Executive Council that Government generally can he 
properly advised as to the wav in which the numeious and complicate!? 
problems are to be solved. It has been said by some members to-day 
that that is all right but why not alwdish one Member of Council am? 
not fill the impending vacancy, because you have already got represen- 
tative* of both communities and even a preponderance of one in tho 
Ministry. Well, Kir, my answer to that is that it does not apply to the 
present Government, liecniise while the Members of the Executive 
Council are permanent officers <»♦ the Ciown, the Ministers are in the 
ordinary course of events here to-day and gone to-morowr. It is per- 
fectly true that the present Ministry has continued for a pretty long 
time; because the Legislative Council has never decided to turn it out 
but supposing that contingency did arise, supposing we* a re left witlr 
the representative of one community only in the Council and the Mipis- 
ters went out for whatever reasons, that would give rise to serious; 
difficulties ftideed. For instance, what happened before now for 
instance in 1927-28? There were considerable gaps for fairly long 
periods when there was no Ministry at all, or if there were Ministem 
the Ministries were short-lived. As I said, Kir, unless you have in the 
Executive Council representatives of both communities to advise ffov- 
ernment, especially at this moment when you have got the new consti- 
tution still inchoate, I think Government will he at a very great 
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disadvantage if they were deprived of the service of the representative 
of one or other community. 

I do not think I need detain the House any longer with discussing 
this motion. I should have liked to ask the member to withdraw the 
motion but as I do not think it is at all likely that he will do so, I beg 
to oppose the motion. 

Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu s motion being put, a division was 
taken with the following result: — 


AYE8. 


All, Maalvl Ham*. 

Vakik, Maalvl ly*d Majid. 
Saaarjl, Mr. B. 

BaaatrjM, Baba JttaadrilaJ. 
till, Mr. Baraadra Kamar. 
dhaadharl, Baku Kiihori Mahan. 
«k»Uim, Mail* i Abdai Qhaal. 
thaadbary, Maalvl Raral Abiar. 
Pazlallah, Maalvl Mabammad. 
Skin, Or. Amalya Satan. 


Qapta, Mr. 4. N. 

Hhm. Kail Emdadal. 

Hwttla, Maalvl Mahamnud. 
Marti, Mr. R. 

MMktrjN, Mr. tyamapratad. 
Qaaaaai, Maalvl Abal. 

Ray, Baba Khattar Mahaa. 
Raat, Baba Haaaai. 
laa Rapta, Dr. Naraab Chandra. 
Shah, Maalvl Abdai Hamid. 


NOE8. 


Afial, Naarabiaba Khwaja Muhammad, Khai 
Bahadur. 

Ahmad, Khaa Bahadar. Maalvl Emaddudia. 

All, Maalvl lyad Nauthar. 

Aihwarth, Mr. 0. B. 

Sal, Baba Lallt Kumar. 

Sal, Ral lablb tarat Chandra. 

Sarmaa, Baba Bramhari. 

Barma, Bal lablb Paaehanan. 

•aalraddln, Khan lablb Maalvl Mahammad. 

•a«a, Mr. I. M. 

Marta mlay, Mr. 4. M. 

Sara, Mr. N. N. 

Bbaadharl, Khan Babadar Maalvl Alimazzaman. 
•baadbari, Kbaa Babadar Maalvl HaBiar Bad man. 
Cbavdbary, HaJI Bad! Ahmad. 

Bahaa, Mr. O.d. 

Marry, Mr. T. A. 

Baa, Ral Babadar Kamlal Kamar. 

Bart, Mr. B. «. 

Cdflay, Mr. N. B. A. 

Aaraaai, tba Haa’bk Naarab K. B. M., Kbaa Baba- 
Bar. t 

ravin, Mr. L B. 

Strfaaaa, Mr. B. H. 

Mbaaa, tba Maa’bM sir Obara Bbaadar. 

•baaaavi. tba Haa’bta Alhadj naarab Babadar 
Mr Abdatkarlm, afOMdaar. 

• Bthriat, Mr. B. N. 

Btaddat, Mr. D. 

Baaaba, Sat B aba d ir Ur Badrtdaa. 

•aba. Baba BvaNtta Kamar. 

•aba, Mr. B. B. 

•Mm. Kbaa Babad ar Maalvl Adnl. 

•an, Mr. S. B. 

•aaata, Ravab MaAarat, Kkaa Babadar. 


Nataln, Maalvl Latatat. 

Karim, Maalvl Abdai. 

KtMm, Maalvl Abal, 

Kbaa, Khaa Babadar Maalvl Mauzam All. 
Kbaa, Mr. Raiaar Rahman. 

Kbaa, Maalvl Tamixaddin. 

Magairv, Mr. L. T. 

Martin, Mr. 0. M. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mrttar, Mr. I. C. 

Mlttra, Baba tarat Cbaadra. 

Mamia, Khaa Babadar Mabammad Abdai. 
Makbapadhaya, Ral lablb tarat Chandra. 
Maltkk, Mr. Makaada Bahary. 

Mtf, Ravtraad, B. A. 

Na|, Baha tab Lai. 

Bazimaddia, tha Hta’Mv Mr. Kbvaja. 

R la hall, Mr. 0. K. 

Nartaa, Mr. H. R. 

Baal, tlr Marl laakar. 

Rabaam, Mr. A. 

Rabmaa, Mr. A. P. 

Raman, Mr. A. P. M, Akdar- 
Ray. Baa Amalyadhaa. 

Ray, Baba W at aad ra Banyan. 

Ray Bbavaar^ Mr. K. B. 

BaU, tba NaaH* Mr. R. B. 

Bay, tba Naa’b* Mr Bijay Brand trtti 
Ray, Baba Martbaaia. 

Bay. Mr. ta i l war Itafi. 

Ray, Mr. tarat Kamar. 

Ray tbvadb ari. Baba Nam Cba ad ra . 
1 —daMBab. MaaNl Ma b amm a d. 
la b aa a, Baba batya Klafcar. 

•artar, Bal BHiar BaBaM MtRaa. 

Ma, Ral «aBM Akabay Kamar. 
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1m, Mr. ft. R. 

•M, 1H 4fU Okuirt 

tun, tail MHw HMMif i Rirt^i, d 

htahui, Maalfl Mikiaaal 

« InMr.J. W. 1. 

Mnvirtf, Mr. N. I. # 

“Ayes” being' 20 and “Noes” 82, the motion was lost. 

(The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes.') 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR* BA8US Mr. President, Sir, with your 
leave I want to make a verbal correction. 1 want to omit the word 
temporary ’ from flic motion which stands in my name which I am 
about to move. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: On a point of order, Sir. 1 
have been deprived of the right to speak first because m\ t ame stands 
first whereas Mr. Hasu’s name comes last. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I might tell you that these motions are not 
balloted tor . It is within the discretion of the (’hair to allow the leader 
oi the opposition to speak on n motion which has also been tabled for 
discussion by several other members. T do not think you will object 
to that. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: No, Sir, T have no objection. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
“leader of the opposition” an offieiul designation? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I leave it to you to put that cap ou if it fit* 
you. (Laughter.) If you seriously object I will call it a courtesy title. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U. \\ it h your leave I move that 
the demand of Its. 13,000 under the head “22D~ Executive Council” be 
reduced by Its. 100 to discuss the undesirability of splinting retired 
Judges to the Executive Council to fill in vacancies. • 

. • 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: On a point of cider, Sir. 

I believe that such a change cannot be made because permanent 
vacancies are filled up bv His Majesty’s Government. It will be most 
undesirable to have such appointments under discussion in this Jlouse 
but so far as temporary vacancies are concerned, it is within the prero- 
gative of His Excellency the Governor to fill them* 


Mr. t. a. 

T lMMW , Mr. W. It. 

Uwmrn, Mr. M. P. V. 

Walk*, Mr. W. A. M. 
WSkiAMa, Mr. N. t. 

WMUuat, Mr. A. * 0 . 

WMitotS, tfct HM'Mf Mr. 4. A. 
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Mr. PRE8IDENT: It I remember aright, the notification which 
was recently issued relating to the appointment of a Member of the 
Executive Council had in it the word “temporary”. When you do not 
qualify a vacancy, it may also mean temporary vacancy. If Mi. Basil 
is allowed to delete that word the whole thing. will be more general and 
elastic. There can be no objection to the House expressing its own 
opinion in this matter irrespective of the vacancy beiug either perma- 
nent or temporary. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, in moving my motion it 
is needless for me to say that I do n/>t mean to cast any personal 
reflection upon any member of the House, past or present. I do not 
think that in reality such an assurance is needed but if it were needed 
I would give it now in the most decided fashion. 

Sir, according to the Government of India Act, section J7. the 
members of a Governor's Executive Council shall be appointed by IJis 
Majesty by warrant under the Koval Sign Manual and shall be of such 
number, not exceeding four, as the Secretary ot State in Council 
directs. The second clause is an important one. It reads: “one at 
least of them must be a person who at the time of his appointment has 
been for at leust 12 years in the service of the Crown in India”. 

Sir, the question of filling up of vacancies, peimanent or temporary, 
by a retired judicial officer is, in my humble opinion, not fraught with 
any very great difficulty. The question is very easy . in fact my sub- 
mission is that as a matter of principle it ought nexer to be done, 
permanent or temporary. So far as the precedent for the Executive 
Council of IT is Excellency the Governor of Bengal is loncemed, there 
is a precedent which, I consider, was started with the appointment ot 
Sir Abdur Kahim, a retired Judge of the Madras High Court. Tt has 
been followed up by the appointment of Sir Xalini Kuujun Chatteiji, 
Sir B. B. Ghosh and Sir Cham Chunder Ghose. As regards these 
gentlemen, personally speaking, I have not the faintest breath of suspi- 
cion against any one of them; nor do I say that they are not fit to be 
members of the Executive Council or that they are not equal to any 
official or non-official who has held the office of Member ot the Governor’s 
Executive Council. But, Sir, as you know under the Government of 
Imlia Act, section l()d, every Judge of a High Court holds ^iis office 
dining His Majesty’s pleasure and it is of the utmost importance that 
the independence of His Majesty’s judges should not be touched even 
by the breath of suspicion. If the idea goes about that the judges of 
the High Court may have some higher paid appointment to look to 
under the Crown, then I submit that even though there may not leally 
be any bias in judicial actions of His Majesty’s judges there is a danger 
of the breath of suspicion attaching to them. Judges like Csesar’a 
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wife should be above suspicion. Nothin#? is more essential to the well- 
bein#? and contentment of the people in the province than that llis 
Majesty’s judges should be above suspicion and that nobody should dare 
to «ay that the action of a judge was directed not by the tacts or law 
before him but by some ulterior object elsewhere and at a distant time. 
Bo far as the vacancy under section 4T. sub-section ( 2 ), is concerned, I 
take it that you may at once dismiss from consideration the fuot that 
of Gie 4 Members of the Executive Council the only one who would be 
qualified under that clause would be a judge and no other person having 
at least 12 years' service of the Crown of India would be appointed. 
Therefore, Sir. so far as clause 2 is concerned which tefers to a person 
having at least 12 years’ service in India, that may at once be dismissed. 
From that point of view the only thing that remains is that under the 
orders of the Secretary of State, as explained hv Mr. Reid in answer 
in the last item, there would he two non-officials to direct and to give 
advice to llis Excellency the Governor regarding matters relating to 
the province and Mr. Reid has pointed out that that is tradition and 
the custom has been to have a Hindu and a Muhammadan (Is that the 
ronert word or might 1 say Moslem JO to give advice of their own 
community regarding mutters in general to llis Excellency the Clover* 
nor. Well, Sir, by appointing a judge from one particular community 
or from both \ou are really depriving the Governor of obtaining advice 
on political matter*. I say that advisedly because a judge of the High 
Court by the very nature of his work is supposed to he above politics, 
and for the time, S or 12 years, ihat he bus been on the Bench, he is 
supposed to have not taken an\ serious notice of the political situation 
in the country or of the political conditions of the country. If he were 
to do that, his work as judge would he impaired and having kept himself 
aloct from all politic*, after his retirement under what is known as age 
limit, he, 1 submit, is not in a position to give proper and adequate 
assistance to Hi* Excellency the Governor in political matters. These 
are Gee two points of view. Fiist, the impairing of the independence 
of the judiciary in the minds of the public and the second, the inade- 
quacy of (be assistance that a retired judge can give to His Excellency 
in politics. These are the two points on which I base my resolution 
and 1 submit that it will not be proper in principle to appoint judges to 
vacancies in the Executive Council and I therefore submit that the 
House will agree with me in thinking that the had precedent which H*as 
begun with the Acting Thief Justice in Madras should end with the 
Acting Chief Must ice or Bengal. 

Mr. SHANTI IHEKNARESWAR RAY: I would like to offer some 
remarks in connection with this motion. Sir, I think I may base my 
comments on the filling of temporary vacancies, because I feel that it 
is only in respect of such vacancies that we can ofSer comment at all. 
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But all the same they are comments which refer particularly to tempo- 
rary vacancies. They may be taken to a certain extent to represent our 
views with regard to the filling of permanent vacancies. So far as 
these vacancies are concerned, they are all made by His Majesty's 
order, and it would be injudicious on our part to make any comment 
at least in this Council, after an appointment has been made. I do not 
know under what circumstances the latest temporary vacancy was filled 
up. but so far as the personal aspect is concerned 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Has that anything to do with the present 
motion? I take it to be a motion on general lines. The Council is 
suggesting that a High Court Judge should not be appointed either to a 
temporary’ or a permanent vacancy, but I do not think it has any parti- 
cular reference to any particular vacancy or any particular incumbent 
of any post. I would not allow that. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: It is absolutely evident that this item which is 
■absolutely new lias never been brought befoie the House beiore 

Mr. PRESIDENT : That is a d iftVrent matter. The House is 
competent to pronounce its opinion with regard to the principle involved 
in the motion. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: On an abstract matter? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: All principles are abstract; but the motion 
itself is a concrete proposition in respect of certain principles. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: When the question 
koines up 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Order, order. I definitely rule that no remarks 
with regard to any particular individual whether appointed as a tempo- 
rary or permanent member of the Executive Council should be permis- 
sible but I can certainly allow a general discussion in regard to the 
principles involved in the question. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: May I ask if I am not 

to discuss or criticise the action of the Government of Bengal in con- 
nection with' the recent appointment, or was it made by the Government 
of India? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So far as I understand v this appointment, it is 
made by the Local Government. Certainly it is, and of course, you can 
criticise this appointment without making it a personal question. This 
appointment has been made and certain principles are involved in it. 
You can refer to these principles as to whether they have Keen observed 
or followed. But you must be strictly impersonal, and only deal with 
the principle. 
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Mr.’ 8H ANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: In view of your ruling, 
I shall not deal with the personal aspect of the question, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not even necessary to deal with the present 
appointment at all — you *can deal with the principle. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: What 1 want to say in 
connection with this is that Government should follow certain well- 
defined principles in making an appointment of this sort. One of these 
principles is that before making these appointments Government should 
ascertain how far such appointment will help the carrying out of the 
policy of Government. The policy of Government in having Executive 
Councillors is to associate non-official Indian opinion with the Govern- 
ment. From that point of view, it is essential that the appointment 
should go to representative men who are in a position to place before 
His Excellency in Cabinet what i> the view point of the people in this 
province, and who can be more (jualified than those who are of a 
representative diameter, and who have devoted a considerable par! of 
their lives in dealing with public matters. Sir, by appointing per.-ons 
who hold office under the Government, Government fully liustrate the 
Indian view. There is a provision in the India Act in this connec- 
tion, and Mr. Basil has also pointed out that one of the appointments 
should be held by a person who has hud 12 years' spin ice under the 
Crown; it i> not necessary that the appointment should be given to a 
European member of the Indian Civil Service. If the Government of 
India Act was worked in a proper spirit I think by this time an Indian 
member of the Indian Civil Service, or other public service in Bengal, 
might have been taken in, and the other three posts filled by representa- 
tive public men. That would have been the development or the policy 
enunciated in the Government of India Act. Government have not 
done anything of the kind ; they have gone on appointing, lor one reason 
or another, two European members of the Indian Civil Service, us 
being indispensable parts of the administration. Sir, we refuse to 
accept that jmsition that two of the members must be European members 
of the Indian Civil Service, and then the other two posts are left, and 
it has been the practice all along to ap]x>int men who have devoted their 
lives to the public service. Sir, we had the Maharajadh^roja Bahadur 
of Burdw’an, as one of the Members of the Executive Council; we fynd 
Raja Kisori Lai Goswami, we had the Maharaja of Nadia, as well. 
These three «were disftnguished members of the zemindars of Bengal, 
they were appointed and have not been found wanting. (Hear, hear.) 
Sir, I would like to press that it is in the fitness of things that an ap- 
pointment should go to fhe zemindars of Bengal. (Hear, hear.) Sir, I, 
mqst say, that I am very thankful for the appreciation of the House in 
support of my point of view. Sir, if you do not think that there will 
be a distinct . • 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid you are going out of rails, What 
about the High Court judges? 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I am not criticising any 
particular appointment. I am going to pl^ce before the House the 
piinriple on which such appointments should be made, and that is that 
this appointment should go to one of the zemindars of Bengal, because 
they occupy a great position in this province . 

(A voice: That has nothing to do with it. You follow the lead of 
vour leader.) 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR MAY: My leader represents the 
Bar of the High Court, and not the zemindars , though they belong to 
the same gioup. Our views as zemindars must therefore be placed 
before the House. (A voice: But if the High Court judges happen 
to be znnuidars?) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: All the same, Mr. Ray, this is not the occasion 
when you should come he tore the House with a beggar's bowl. 

( Laughter.) 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Mav I not make any 
submission for llis Majesty's Government, that there is an anti -zemin- 
feeling in the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 will not allow that. It is not necessary for 
our present purpose. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: Well, in making such 
appointments, the point of view ought to be that we appoint capable 
men, those who can cany on t he woik of the departments efficiently, 
who have got a grasp of the situation and the departments, that are to 
be placed in his charge. I feel that a High Court Judge is the last 
person to be equipped with any such administrative experience. He 
may know how to uphold the prestige of the High Court, but lit* may 
not be in touch with men and affairs. He may not be in touch with 
the feelings of the people, and he may not be in a position to advise 
Government Yn delicate matters. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* Well, Mr. Ray, we shall continue to have the 
benefit of your advice, to-morrow. It is time to adjourn now. 


Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned to J p.iu. on Friday, the lGth 
March, 19-14, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



Proce&ngt of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The ^or.vriL met in The Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta* on Friday, the lGth March, 19-14, at d p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Ilou’ble Kuja Sir Manmaiua Nath Ray 
Chacdiitri, kt., of Snntosh), in the Chair, the four llon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council. t lie three Hon 'hie Ministers, and 107 nomi- 
nated and elected members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

Civil disobedience movement in Bengal. 

•1t7. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Will the Il.m’ble 

Menilier in charge of the Political Department he pleased to state 
whether theie was an\ ease of imlixidual civil disobedience in Pengu! 
trom the time it was given a start by Mahatma (iundhi and his followers 
in other pro\ince> till now!" 

< b ) If the mister to [a) is m the affinnati\c will the lion' hit* 
Member be pleased to state — 

(0 the names of the places, 

{it) the persons concerned, and 

(m) the approximate dates of the occuirence of such individual 
civil disobedience v 

(c) Have sin h can's been tried in tin* law courts!" 

(J) If the aiisuei to (c) is in the uUiimutive will#the If on' bit* 
Memlier lie pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — . 

( i ) the lyimher ofesurh cases; 

( ii ) the number of convictions; 

(Hi) the number of acquittals; and 

(ir) the total number of convicts now in the different jails!" 

(e) Is the Hon’hle Member aware that mass civil disobedience is 
in abeyance now? 
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MEMBER i«t charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (thrtlon'Ma 
Mr. R. N. Raid): (a) Yes, a few eases occurred. F f 

( b ) Certain persons in Midnapore, Howrah, 24-Parganas, Jfiirshida- 

bad, Jessore, Nadia, Faridpur, Tippera, Rajshahi and Calrotta are 
said to have practised individual civil disobedience between lslPAugust, 
193d, and 31st January, 1934. 4 

(c) and (r/) 126 persons were convicted, one acquitted, and 
approximately 77 are now in jail. 

(c) Government have reason to believe that this is so. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: .With reference to (e), will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state why so much expenditure under the 
head police and jails have been provided in this year’s budget? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID. I think, Sir, that the best time for 
discussing this will be when we are discussing grants under this head. 


Coot of settlement operations in Rangpur. 

M18. Bahu NACENDRA NARAYAN RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the cost of settlement operations in the district 
of Rangpur is lieing realized from, the jieople? 

(b) If the reply to question (<0 is in the affiiinative, will the 
Hon’ble Member lx* pleased to state* — 

( i ) since when the said realisation of money has commenced; and 

(it) in which block or blocks such cost is being realised? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Sir Charu Chunder Chose): (a) Yes. 

{b)(i) From January, 1934. 

(ii) "A” Block. 

MftUlvi ABDU8 8AM AD* Have the Government received any 
representation fioni the people of Rangpur for the realisation of Settle- 
ment cost by instalments? i 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: No such represen- 
tation has been received. 

Mitllvi ABDUS 8AM AD: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the 
lealisation of Settlement cost is causing great hardship to the people? 
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Tht Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: There is no ques- 
tion of any hardship. As a matter of fact, the winter rice and autumti 
rice crops have been very good, and the realisations also have been very 
good. I may also mention that no certificates have been filed for the 
realisation of the cost. 

• 

Maulvi ABDU8 SAM AD: Ha* the Hon’ble Member any personal 
knowledge of the condition of the crops there}' 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: We have the 
reports of the Agriculture Department. 1 have no peisonal knowledge, 
not having been there, 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Is the Hon’ble Member 
aware that in tertain areas in the distiict theie is still a considerable 
amount of distress Y 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: There was a little 
local damage in a very small tract due to hailstorm. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Was there not an 
assurance given in this House that consideiation will he given to this- 
aspect of the question? 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: Console] at ion lias 

been given in that no certificates have been filed, us I have just 
mentioned. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: Is it not having an 
adverse effect on the collection of the :cmiudan of the district? 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: We have no infor- 
mation on the subject. 


Id-uMItr holidays. 

M18. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) K the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Financ^ Department aware — 

(0 that the “Id-ul-fitr" is the most important religious festival 
of the Muslims; and 

(«) that on the day of the “Id-ul-fitr" on the last occasion, i.e., on 
the 17th January, 1934, courts and offices of Government 
were not closed causing inconvenience to the Muslim public? 
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( b ) On what basis was the 19th January, 1934, fixed as one of th< 
Id-ui-fitr holidays? 

(c) What steps, if any, do the Government intend taking to preveni 
the recurrence of situations like that on the last occasion in future? 

( d ) Are the Government considering the* desirability of increasing 
the number of Id-ul-fitr holidays by one additional day? 

MEMBER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hh 
Mr. J. A. Wood head): (a) (i) Government are aware that the Id-ul-fiti 
is an important religious festival of the Muslims. 

(ii) Courts and Government offices were not closed on 17th January, 
1934. 

(6) The list specifying the days to be observed as public holidays 
in any particular year is published some months before the beginning 
of the year. The list for the calendar yeai 1934 was published in Sep- 
tember, 1933. The dates announced in that list for the holidays on the 
occasion of the Id-ul-fitr were the 18th and 19th, January. Those day* 
were fixed localise on the information available it was calculated that 
the festival -would commence on the 18th and not on the 17th January. 

(r) Government will continue to estimate to the best of their ability 
on the basis of all the information available. 

(<l) No. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Are the Government aware that 
-a lunar month cannot exceed thirty days and cannot be less than 29 
days ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: No. Sir, I have no personal 
knowledge. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Have the Government, as a whole 
any idea of the matter? 

The Hon’ble Ml*. J. A. WOODHEAD: Yes, Sir. if reference is 
made to the standard books on the subject. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: May I inquire why the 
system which previously prevailed of fixing alternate days for these 
holidays have been abandoned, and why the system cannot again be 
reverted to? 


The Hatt'bla Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: I cannot say whether a 
system of alternate days prevailed in the past. I may however say for 
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the information of the House that we consultec) two Muhammadan 
authorities, and they both gave the 18th and 19th as the dates for 
the Id. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvj AZIZUL HAQUE: That is not my point. 
My point is this: previously the Id-ul-Fitr holidays used to be fixed for 
two dates — one for the day on which the moon might he visible: and 
if it was not visible on that day, an alternate day was given. Why 
has that system been abandoned, and why can it not be revived Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WPODHEAD: I am not aware whether 
that system was in force: so if an answer is required, I must usk for 
notice. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H; Is the Hon 'He Member aware 
of the reason why two days are given as holidays, which is that the 
moon might he visible on the previous day, and not on the subsequent, 
clay Y 

The Hoo'ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: No, Sir. that is not the 

reason. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Is it not the fact that the Jd-ul- 
Fitr mav come either on I lie 30th day of the Kamzun, or the day 
following y 

The Hon’bla Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: Yes, I believe so, according 
to the day on which the moon is visible. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Is it not proper that holidays 
should he given on the last day of the Kamzan and the first day of 
the Id month. 

The HeWhle Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: I am not certain. I think 
the position is this : The Itanuan cannot exceed 30 days. If the moon 
is visible on the 30th Jay, then the first day of the Id is the 31st day. 
If the moon % visible on the ‘49th, then the first day of the Id falls 
on the 30th day.. As regards these particular holidays, we were 
assured that the moon would not be visible on the 29th day; it was 
however visible on that day, and that created the difficulty. We shall 
however consider the proposal just made in regard to the holidays 
in the future. 


18 
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Press Employees’ Assooiation. 

•120. Maulvi ABDU8 8AM AD: (a) Has the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Finance Department received copies of the Annual 
Report and Resolutions passed at the Annual General Meeting of the 
Press Employees’ Association, Calcutta, held on the 19th August, 1933, 
under the presidency of Mr. A. K. Faal-ul-Haq, m.l.c. ? 

( b ) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what action, if any, has been or intended 
to be taken on resolutions Nos. 25 to 36? 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: (a) Yes. 

(b) The Report and Resolutions were duly considered, and it was 
decided that no action was necessary. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(to which answer* were laid on the table) 

Typists in the Finance Department. 

54. Mautvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: {a) Will the Ilon’ble 
Member in charge of the Finance Department bo pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing for the present — 

( i ) the total numlier of typists in the Finance Deportment: 

(ii) how many of them are Muslims; 

(Hi) how many are non-Muslims; 

( ir ) how many of them arc' matriculates; and 

(r) the proportion of Muslim matriculates to non-Muslim 
matriculates? 

4 (b) Is it a fact that a vacancy occurred of late in the typist grade 
by the death of a permanent typist and t hatpin age-barred non- 
Muslim has been temporarily appointed ? 

(r) Is it also a fact that the aforesaid vacancy is a Muslim 
vacancy ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, what are the 
icasons that a Muslim has not been given the temporary appointment? 
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MEMBER in dwrg. of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (Uw Hon>M« 
Mr. 4. A. Woodhatd): (a) A statement is kid eg the table. 

(6) and (c) Yes. 

(<?) There was no qualified Muslim on the waiting 1 list. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 

AV 54. 

(0 11 . 

( ii ) d. 

(tit) 8. 

(iv) 5. 

(r) 8 Muslims and 2 non-Muslims. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With refereme to answer (fi), 
will t lie Hon’Me Member be pleased to note that the non-Moslem 
who was appointed, was also not qualified? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: I am not certain: but 1 
think he was qualified. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Why was an age-barred person 
appointed ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. «l. A. WOODHEAD: H e was appointed tempo- 
rarily and not peimancnth and I beliew* all the Muhammadan 
< undulates who had passed the previous examination, hail already 
been appointed. 


BUDGET GRANTS FOR 193435 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: On a point of order, Sir. Yesterday you allowed 
Mr, N. K. Basu to move motion No. 208 although the Rai Mahasai 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 1 gave a definite ruling yester- 
day and I do not see any reason why the member should try to reopen 
it. 


Mr. 8. M. BOSE: So far as I know the rule is 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I do not see why a member 
should question a ruling which was given in a decisive manner. I 
think I gave a definite ruling yesterday. As I sajd yesterday, that 
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motion Van nft^b|lk>Ued J5*v Certain names appeared in the Agenda 
as intending moye^e' thereof, It was in the discretion of the Presi- 
dent to have called upon any one of them to move. Besides, the Rai 
Mahasai was prepared to yield to Mr. N. K. Basu, and so no question 
qf any personal grievance even arises. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

22— General Administration. 

Motions foh reduction ok refusal. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Sir, I was in possession 
of the House last night and I placed before the House and the Govern- 
ment certain suggestions which in my humble opinion should be 
taken into consideration and prevail in connection with such appoint- 
ment. Sir, as the House is aware I hold very strong and definite 
views in connection with the institution of the Executive Council. 
As a matter of fact, as regards the number I stand out of mv proot 
and my suggestions should be taken into consideration on the stand 
I have always taken on the point. So far as this particular motion 
is concerned I can give only a qualified support to my friend Mr. Jfc|0U. 
As I told yesterday, the Executive Council consists of two parts, one 
the service part and the other, if I may term it, the non-service part. 
Of course there is no provision in the Statute Book and there is no 
provision in the Government of India Act making this fine distinction 
and I understand no rules have been framed on this subject but this 
distinction has grown up as a matter of convention. So far a# thfl 
service is concerned I do not think it very objectionable if a ifreh 
Court Judge or a retired High Court Judge is appointed to fill sj|cb 
a vacancy. Sir, if the two branches of the administration, the Judi- 
cial and the Executive, decide to hug each other with a view to,prttve 
their solidarity there can he no possible objection. But if the appoint- 
ment is made in connection with the other part of the Exo v c|^e 
Council I certainly object and 1 believe my friend bad that pa*$/^i 
the Executive Council in view when be tabled his motion. We cannof 
tolerate this encroachment on this section of the Executive (| 0 TJjrn- 
mfent. I hope in future this point will be taken into consideration 
and of course I hope that there will be no such occasion for tilling 
up a temporary vacancy, and I believe ive need not labour this point 
too much as it is more or less decided to do away with the Executive 
Oouucil altogether in response to public opinion of this country. 

* Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, yesterday 
B*y friend Mr. Basu based his objection on two points, vi*., that tS I 
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practice of appointing High Court J ud^i ~to of 

councillors affects in a way their impartiality ana secondly that the 
High Court Judges being very exclusive in their life are not in toucli 
with public or political opinion and therefore their advice to th<| 
Governor on occasions when such advice is required is not so helpfM 
either to His Excellency or to the people of Bengal. I would like 
to answer these two points very briefly. As regards the question oi 
independence, it is inconceivable that a man of the position of the 
iJ5igh*Court Judge will be swayed in any degree in the discharge of 
his duty by considerations like what my friend has suggested. Tp 
begin with the chances of gettyig these officiating or even permanent 
appointments in the Cabinet are so remote that no High Court Judge 
cun look forward to such appointment in future with any degree of 
certainty. Moreover it is inconceivable to me that a High Court Judge 
dining his official career as a High Court Judge will be guided in 
his actions by favour or disfavour of Governor. We regard the Judges 
of tlie High Court to be above all considerations and like Ciesar's 
wife above all suspicion. In the past v\e have hud Judges of the 
High Court acting as Members of Executive Council with very great 
success, not only here but elsewhere, and I um speaking subject to 
correction, that even Lord Reading belonging to the highest rank 
in t}»e judiciary became the Viceroy of India and what a successful 
ViCerPy and Governor-General he was it is known to everybody. As 
regards the High Court Judges not being in touch with the political 
opinion, I would like to remind my friend that most of the High 
Court Judges were successful practising lawyers before they became 
High Court Judges ami as such the\ were very much in touch with 
the public life of Bengal. Even after they become High Court Judges, 
although they may not take active part in the political strife in the 
country they are certainly quite in touch with the political atmos- 
phere of the province by reading current literuture on the subject. 
So far as politics are concerned, I may remind the House the instance 
of tfr Abdur Rahim who came from the Judicial Bench and is the 
leader of a political group in the Assembly, and not only is he a 
Mctfanal leader hut a leader of a parh which consists of all classes. 
F do not think that merely by being a member of the judiciary a rna# 
is disqualified and suffers inefficiency in any way. I consider that 
* thjf spirit of this motion is ungracious and unjust and I would thqjr®- 
fore strongly oppose it. 

Rat Bahadur Or. HARIDHAN DUTT: Sir, in rising to speak on 
thin motion I must begin by saying that 1 do not agree with my 
friend Mr. X. K. Basu, I have heard a very ingenuous argument 
" which my friend has placed before the House in support of bis prP- 
fOMl. t must say at once that there is a good deal of force inhis 
argum*xit|J*bout the Executive Members being almfe suspicion. Ttey 
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are really In the f&me position as Judges of the High Court, who, as 
my friend has justly observed, must maintain their independence and 
must like Caesar's wife be above suspicion. There I agree with my 
friend, but about his second point, 1 am sorry I cannot agree with 
him. The main reason why I beg to differ from him is this: if what 
my friend has suggested is acted upon, then, I am afraid, the recruit- 
ing field would be very much restricted. I would not go into details. 
Some would like to restrict the post to the zemindars. Kumar Shanti- 
sekhareswar Ray thinks that zemindars have been ignored and on 
I do not think it worth while taking up the time of the Cotihcil by 
discussing that. Such posts ought to Jbe reserved for the best of our 
men. Then the point arises, where are we to look for them. I do 
not for a moment suggest that High Court is the only place where 
we have got our best men. But at the same time I cannot ignore 
facts. If we look round, what do we find? During the last 50 years 
many of our best men came from the High Court — our political leaders, 
our social leaders and so on. Therefore 1 again say that if we are 
to exclude the Judges of the High Court we would be restricting our 
recruiting ground. The field of choice would be very restricted 
indeed, and it is not desirable that it should be so. I do not. how- 
ever. suggest that we cannot get suitable men elsewhere, but why 
should judges be excluded. Certain names are uppermost in mv mind. 
The House must be aware that Sir Ashutosh Choudhuri was a political 
leudei before he became a High Court Judge and after his retirement 
he went back to his position as a leader of political opinion in Bengal. 
The name of Sir Ashutosh Mookherji also comes to my mind in this 
connection. He was leader everywhere. Why .should a superman 
like him be disqualified for an Executive Councillorship only because 
he sat on the High Court Bench? So I beg to differ from my honour- 
able friend on this point which may affect the interest of the country. 
These posts in the Executive Council are not meant for Tom, Dick 
and Harry but they should be filled by the best of persons and if you 
restrict the choice in the way suggested it would be quite improper. 
That is my main reason for differing with Mr. Basu. 

Sir, it has been already pointed out by some of the previous speakers, 
that members of the judiciary become political leaders after their 
retirements. • My friend Mr. Momin has mentioned the name of Lord 
Reading. He was occupying the highest post in the judiciary in 
England before he was sent out to America in ^ political mission as a 
special ambassador and then he came out to India as* the Viceroy. 
He was chosen by no less a person than Mr. Lloyd George who never 
thought that because Lord Reading was the Chief Justice of England 
he was unfit to hold political appointment. Then, Sir, it has bee^. 
said that High Court Judges had to lead exclusive lives and they H 
were not in touch with popular feeling and popular opinion, Thia 
is not correct. Tfiey may not partake in politics but they are not 
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bound to live aloof from society. But they are men who know how 
to maintain their independence, and that is the reason why they are 
at times appointed to these high posts. To say that these men might 
become corrupt and lose their independence, because they might be 
aspiring after appointments with higher pay, is to my mind, not 
judging High Court Judges properly. Sir, some of the Judges were 
well known to us. There was Sir Gurudas Banerjea who was a High 
Court Judge. So were Sir Ashutosh Choudhuri and Sir Ashutoah 
3'ook|kriee. Can anyone say that men like them would have lost their 
independence if this temptation was there Y I believe. Sir, it can be 
said without fear of contradiction that in making selections to high 
responsible posts every care should be taken that the fittest persons 
in the whole country are selected. The best man available for Exe- 
cutive Councillorship should be selected, no matter whether he is a 
zemindar or not, no matter whether he is an ex-Judge or not. But be- 
cause one is a High Court Judge, that ought not to be a disqualification. 
Thai is the view I hold, and that view ought to prevail in the present 
state of circumstances in the country. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, in spite of your ruling, Khan Bahadur 
Momin and Rai Bahadur llaridhan Dutt have been referring to tin* 
names of such persons 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I am sorry but you do not appear to have under- 
stood the import of my ruling. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: What I was saying, Sir, is that I think these 
personalities should not have been dragged into this discussion, 
because we are here discussing on a matter of principle. Mr. N. K. 
Basu, while moving his motion, amply explained whut that principle 
was. As he pointed out, there were three main departments of Gov- 
ernment. The first fundamental principle of a Constitution is to have 
separation of powers. According to this principle, there are three 
great powers — the legislative, the executive and the judiciary, and 
these powers should be distinct from one another. Sir, the Legisla- 
tive Council is considered as the first power in the hands of the Gov- 
ernment, and it is obligatory that whatever laws are «nacted here 
must be put into operation by the Executive. Again, Sir, it is w<»ll 
known that to err is # human, and the Executive is naturally apt to 
commit man/ blunders. Therefore, it is up to the judiciary to stop 
the Executive going astray. That is the whole object of administra- 
tion and of good government. That is the most elementary principle 
on which is based every civilised government, but unfortunately for 
*Cbis country, the Executive here plays a considerable part in the 
legislature, though some members on the other -ide said that this 
would cease within a couple of years with the aflvent <>f Reform*. 
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Sir, we are here for about five years now, and I do not know whether 
the term of the present Council is going to be further extended in the 
hope that the reforms are coming. It has also been pointed out in 
this House that there is no chance of any other vacancy occurring 
in the near future, although it is a fact that there is an impending 
vacancy. In view of these facts, it is but natural that we should raise 
this point that there should not be any further appointment from 
High Court Judges. Sir, the Government with the help of this legis- 
lature has been able to curtail some of the powers of the judfeijiry^ 
and Government will now, by throwing out a bait for a promotion, 
be able to further curtail the powers of the judiciary. The result will 
be, as pointed out already by Mr. N. K. Basu, that the independence 
of the judiciary will be affected. Therefore, I say that the High Court 
Judges should not accept this bait thrown out to them by the Govern- 
ment and thus lower the dignity of the judiciary. It may be natural 
for the Executive to throw out this bait, but it is certainly up to the 
judiciary not to accept it and lower the dignity of the administration 
of justice in the country. Sir, it is quite in the fitness of things 
that a motion of this nature should be brought before the House for 
consideration that the Executive should not in this way try to gag 
the judiciary of the country. 


Rtvertnd B. A. NAG: Mr. President, Sir, yesterday Mr. N. K. Basu 
advanced two reasons, first that it impairs the independence of the 
judiciary if judges are appointed to or if Judges looked for higher 
appointments, and secondly because they are unable to give that 
assistance which His Excellency requires from them. Sir, these words 
are more high sounding than sound, and I have not followed them. 
I would like to know if there is a Judge, a Puisne Judge in the High 
Court in any of the provinces in India, who does not aspire after 
higher appointments if lie is worthy of them, namely the Cbief Justice- 
ship of his High Court or some other High Court. Sir, I believe, 
Mr. Basu will he the first to admit that all Puisne Judges look up 
to such higher appointment as the Chief Justiceship. Again, Sir, is 
there a Judge, — a Puisne Judge or a Chief Justice of any of the 
High Courts of India — who is worth anything, who does not look 
up to become some day a Member of the Judicial Committee of His 
Majesty’s Privy Council? That, again, is a higher appointment to 
which he is looking forward. Sir, if these twp things do not impair 
his independence, why should his appointment in the Executive Council 
impair it? Even in this Council, does not a member representing a 
particular cohetituency sometimes look with great expectation to be 
transferred to the Treasury Bench? Does that very fact disturb h^s 
loyalty to his constituency? If it does not, has he any right to say 
that the Judge is not a fit person for such a post? Then, Sir, to take 
up the second poiht, it has been said that the Judge, as a Judge, has 
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cut himself off from public life, and, therefore, has become more or 
less unfit to advise His Excellency. I do happen to know some of the 4 
Indian Judges in any case. Do they not read newspapers? I have 
myself provided some of the Judges with some newspapers sometimes. 

Do they not talk to their* children, to their brothers, to their sons, to 
their daughters? Do they not keep themselves up-to-date as to w T hat 
is going on in the country? Therefore, Sir, that c.r caihnlra statement 
of Mr. N. K. Basu is worth nothing. Then, Sir, take an illustration; 
here fs a man brilliant in the legal profession as well as eminent in 
public life, and for his brilliancy in the legal profession, he is appointed 
a Judge of the High Court. After a certain number of years either 
by retirement or by resignation he leaves the High Court, and what 
is there to prevent him from entering into public life again and to 
become the leader of a party and to enter this Council as the leader 
of that party and force his wav as a Minister into the Treasury 
Bench. Is he then fit or is he then unfit to advise His Excellency? 

If un Minister he can advise 11 is Excellency, why cannot he do so, if 
he is appointed a Member of the Executive Council? 1 have in my 
mind one High Court Judge — a great Judge, an intellectual giant, a 
genius whom the public when he retired from tin* Bench expected to 
enter public life. I personally know it as a fact, and the late Mr. C. R. 
Das had entered into conversation with him about it. We were all 
hoping that he would come into this Council and adorn this Council. 

Sir, l refer to no other personality than that of Sir Ashutosh 
Mookerjee, Is there a man here who can say that he could not advise 
His Excellency or anybody on the iihH important subjects in this 
country? That would be absolutely untrue. I believe he would have* 
led the whole House if he so wished. When* is the argument against 
the appointment of a Judge of his calibre? There is, however, one 
point, and whether this point is in favour of this appointment or 
against it, I leave it to you and to the Council. A High Court Judge 
after a few years’ service trains himself to balanced judgment, which 
an Advocate does not, because he speaks according to his brief; — 
conscience or no conscience, reason or no reason, — the brief must be 
supported. Now' whether the unluilanced mind of an Advocate is to 
be preferred to u man who has the quality of balanced judgment, I 
leave it to you. With these words, I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. P. N. CUHty Mr. President, Sir, I have every sympathy with 
the ^rincipll underlying the motion of Mr. N. K. Basu. But I am 
afraid he has narrowed down the issue too much by introducing the 
word “High Court Judge.” Sir, as a matter of fact, l honestly 
fhink that no Government pensioner, be he a High Court Judge or a 
Divisional Commissioner, should be appointed a Member of the Exe- 4 
cutive Council. The argument that has been put forward by Mr. N. K. 
Basu with regard to the High Court do not appeal *to me much because 
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the principal argument that Mr. Basu puts forward is that that would 
* disturb the balance of mind of the Judges sitting on that Bench. 
Sir, an Advocate or a Barrister generally goes to the Be^ph probably 
at the age of 50 or a little on this side of 50, or on the other, and 
he is entitled to go up to 00. I do not think that a man who loses 
the balance of his mind expecting something to gain after the age of 
00 is a man who should ever be thought of as a Judge of the High 
Court. In fact, appointments after retirement are not generally 
expected, and from that point of view I do not take any exception to 
the appointment of a High Court Judge. All that I want to make 
clear is that the appointment of u Government pensioner — whatever 
might have been his position in Government service — is undesirable 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is that point relevant at all? We are not dis- 
cussing about pensioners, and I think that point does not arise. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: The reason for my saying so is that the funda- 
mental principle of making appointment is that there must be men 
who will he in touch with the public, and who knows what public 
opinon is. i do not think a retired man i* in a position to interpret 
the public opinion in the Executive Council. But no exception need 
be taken with regard to High Court Judges if you rule me out to 
** speak anything about others 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 cannot allow you to do so unless you are 
able to prove the relevancy of the new matter you wish to introduce 
in the debate. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: What 1 wanted to say is that a retired man 
and not a pensioner 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is better but do you mean by that expres- 
sion a person who is age-barred? 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: 1 will give up that point. As the motion is 
with regard to High Court Judges,' I consider it undesirable from the 
point of view that a High Court Judge is not exactly the person who 
has been in touch in all his life with the public and is in. a position 
to give advice to His Excellency the Governor. But I do not agree 
with the question that such appointment would tempt High Court 
Judges to lose tieir balance of mind. It violates the very principle 
of the section which says that out of so many members there must 
he one who shall be in the service of the Crown, the implication 
being that there should be others who should be recruited from the 
ranks of the public* 
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MW^ITENDRALAL BANHERJEE: Mr. President, Sir, without 
entering into the question of detail, I rise simply to point out how * 
hopelessly wjoug from the point were the examples cited by Rev. B. A. 
Nag, Rai Bahadur Haridhan Dutt and Mr. Momin. 1 shall begin with 
Rev. Nag first. He ended with the case of Sir Ashutosh Mookerjee. 

I do not understand what analogy is there between Sir Ashutosh 
Mookerjee who wanted to come in through the open door of the Council 
and other people who by virtue of their position wanted to come 
direct to the Treason Bench. One seeks popular suffrage and the 
other depends on the favour of the powers that he. There is a con- 
siderable difference between the two, and I wonder ami am surprised 
that the Rev. B. A. Nag did not perceive this difference. 

Then again Rev. Nag referred to the tin t that even Puisne Judge 
of the High Court aspires after some other appointment, aspires after 
the High Court Chief Justiceship. In point of fact, every Puisne 
Judg»* cannot do that. The Vakil Judges cannot do that, because 
the\ (unnot he appointed to the High Court Chief Justiceship. This 
is one of the examples of plentiful ignorances of Rev. Nag. Apart 
from the question of ignorance, what difference, what considerable 
diffeiencp is there between a Judge accepting the Membership of the 
Executin' Council and a Judge made a higher order of a Judge. I f 
a Judge wants to he a Chief Justice or a Privy Councillor, his pro- 
motion depends upon his judicial ability, his power to weigh evidence. 
The.,, are the qualities that are expected from him to become a better 
Judge, and if he is a better Judge, he is entitled to become a member 
of the Privy Council or a High Court Chief Justice. But the quali- 
fication*. required of a Member of the Executive Council are very 
different from those of a High Court Judge. The nature of their 
work i*. different, their responsibilities are different. Therefore, there 
is no analogy whatever between one set of eases and the other. Rai 
Bahadur Haridhan Dutt says that leaders of public opinion, leaders 
of political thought, leaders of social thought have always been High 
Court Judges. I have no quarrel with High Court Judges, hut all 
the same is his statement of facts correct ? There has been the political 
movement during the last fifty years in an articulate form, and I shall 
refer to cases of men w ho have done first class work. Was Mr. Gokhale 
a High Court Judge ? Was Mr. Tilak a High Court Judge? Was Ljila 
Lajpatrai a High Court Judge? Was Aurobindo Ghosh a High Court 
Judge? Wasf Mr. C. # R. Das a High Court Judge. Instances come 
rolling, instances come in floods, and they have drowned the instances 
which Rai Bahadur Haridhan Dutt lias given. Then again, both he 
and Mr. Momin mentioned the case of Lord Heading. That case tells 
heavily aguinst them, because in the whole history of High Court 0 

Judges, there is only one case of a man who held a high judicial 
appointment, and afterwards was appointed to a high executive post 
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tuA in his own country but in «Hher country. Excepting Lord 

* Heading, could you think #f any other man, any other High Court 
Judge — who was appointed to an executive office within the last two 
hundred years? (Mr. H. S. Suiirawardy: Lord Birkenhead.) I am 
coming to that. Mr. Suhrawardy should fiot have mentioned that 
point. The post of Lord Chancellor is always a political appointment 
— never a judicial appointment. I can give instances there also. 
The Lord Chancellor is always appointed from political and not from 

* judicial considerations. Of course, he is a high Judge; he is supposed 
to preside over the Court of Equity, but Mr. Suhrawardy,— if Mr. Nag 
does not know — ought to know that there have been very many Lord 
Chancellors who had nothing whatever to do with the Court of Equity, 
never trotted the precincts of the Court of Equity. What was Lord 
Birkenhead? He was at the Criminal Bar but he was appointed Lord 
Chancellor simply from political considerations. What was Lord 
Thurlow? Had he ever practised as a worthy member of the Court 
of Equity? He was given the Lord Chancellorship purely from political 
considerations and not from any other. What about Lord Chelmsford? 
He was made Jsird Chancellor not for any distinguished service to the 
Court of Equity. In practice he was a criminal and common Law 
practitioner, yet he was made Lord Chancellor from political and not 
from judicial considerations. Lord Halsbury was also a criminal 
lawyer and he was also made Lord Chancellor from political and not 
from judicial considerations. Sir, if in England, you cannot come 
across a single case where a High Court Tudge has been appointed 
to an executive post, there seems to be some reason behind this uniform 
practice, and that reason is the one which ought to be considered 
and applied here also. In England there has been no dearth of able 
Judges who might have adorned high ministerial appointments yet 
they were never given these appointments, and why? Simply because 
tbe people of England, — the public of England — they are jealous of 
the reputation of their Judges. It is not for the purpose of casting 
any reflection on their Judges, but it is for the purpose of maintaining 
their character, — it is because the public cherish the high honour and 
dignity in which High Court Judges ought to be held. — that no High 
Court Judge after retirement ought to he appointed to an Executive 
Councillorship, whether temporary or permanent. If he cares for the 
dipuiity of the High Court Bench, he will be content with tbe dignity 
of neing retired as a Judge of tbe High Court, honoured, resfieoted 
and esteemed by everybody for his independence, impurtialityjiipl 
sense of justice and judicial equity, and he will not look forward to 
the questionable. prise of the Membership^ of the Executive Council. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Mr. President, Sir, we have been a 
little bit surprised to find that the amended motion of Mr. N. K. Basu 
has been seriously taken by himself and by one section of the House. 
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Mr. Basu is as ingenious as he lhg$||tariou*, and if we are to congratulate 
him at all we should congratulate him o^ the ingenuity with which 
he bad been able to amend his own motion rather than on any merits 
in the motion itself. I can see that Mr. Basu in the darkest watches of 
the night tries to find out^new lines of research by which he can attack 
the Government, and it seems to me that lie was in an impish mood — 
it is rather difficult to visualise him as an imp, — but nevertheless that 
is the nearest that we can get to when he tabled the motion. He has 
produced a motion not because he was serious about it, hut because 
he considered that this was one more step by means of which he could 
establish his position as the leader of the Opposition to the confound- 
ing of other leaders on his side t)f the House, both present and absent. 
He has placed two arguments which have been considered by members 
and which have been replied to. Before l deal with them, I should 
like to refer to certain remarks which Mr. P. N. Ouha made. I am 
very glad indeed, Sir, that you were pleased to consider them irrele- 
vant. Had they not been ruled out by you as irrelevant we eould 
have put forward very convincing arguments to show that there may 
be occasions when Government pensioners may with a great deal of 
justification adorn the position of an Executive Councillor. Mr. J. L. 
Bannerjee waved eloquence and tried to smother the Rev. Nag with 
one of his usual fiery orations, but I am afraid he has been unable 
to understand the point in the Rev. Nag’s reference to Sir Ashutosb 
Mookerjee nor has he been able to understand why the question of 
a Lord Chancellor being elected from a political party adds force to 
the argument that there is nothing wrong whatsoever in a retired 
•Tiidgc of the High Court being elected (A void;: Elected?) — I beg 
your pardon — selected as an Executive Councillor. Now, Sir, so far 
as the position of the late Sir Ashutosb Mookerjee is concerned, 
Mr. J. L. Bannerjee cannot doubt that before even he sought the 
suffrage of the people, before even he attempted to enter by the open 
door of competition, he had been marked as a person who could lead 
the people of Bengal and direct their policy. He might have accepted 
the offer of Government to he an Executive Councillor, he might have 
chosen to come in through the open door as an elected member, hut 
that is not the point. The whole point is whether a retired Judge 
of the High Court is or is not able to offer as sound and sane advice 
as a political leader whatever might he the avenue through which he 
chftO^es to enter political life. With regard to the Lord Chaueeltor- 
ahip, every one is awqfe that it is a political appointment. Mr. Banner- 
jeew perfectly right when speaking of the origin of the office he said 
that the Lord Chancellor’s duty was to rectify the inelasticity of the 
common law. Everyone is also aware that Lord Chancellors have 
been chosen even when they had no Equity practice. What we have 
to consider is whether even though it is a political appointment, *t 
has made any difference to the judicial temperament of the Lord 
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Chancellor. Though he is liable to M Removed from office on the fall 
of a ministry and liable to be reappointed when his party comes into 
power has any Lord Chancellor failed in his duties because his 
appointment has been a political appointment? The Lord Chancellor 
becomes an ordinary member of the House of Lords and exercises the 
functions of a Judge w f hen the Government falls and because of that 
has he not been able to perform his judicial functions properly? 
Iteferring to Mr. Basu’s argument that this hope that a Judge of the 
High Court might become an Executive Councillor at some future 
time, may taint the impartiality of the judiciary, I believe that. 
Mr. Basu when he made that point really did so not because he thinks it 
is sound but to put forward an argument in support of an amendment 
which he never intended to move. Can the post of an Executive 
Councillor be considered in any way superior to or more attractive 
than that of a High Court Judge? Can anyone say that an Executive 
Councillor is in a better position than a High Court Judge who lays 
down the luws, and whose position is sacrosanct? Sitting there in 
his high judicial office he is considered at any rate in the public eye 
to be a much superior person than the Executive Councillor. Does 
Mr. Basu think that those persons who were members of the judicial 
service and have afterwards been appointed as Executive Councillors 
are happy in being exposed to ironical shafts bv leaders of the oppo- 
sition, liable to be put questions each of which contains subtle insi- 
nuations, and without being called to order by the (.hair run the risk 
of being challenged either as stupid persons or as knaves? Would a 
Judge of the High Court like to exchange his position with that of 
an Executive Councillor? I verily believe that on the othei hand 
Members of the Treasury Bench would very gladly exchange their 
position with that of the High Court Judges. Does Mr. Basu think 
that those persons who are chosen — I will not refer to names because 
it may be considered that I am dealing with individualities — and as 
a matter of fact the only person whose name can be taken with impurity 
and is considered strictly relevant, and whose name has been used 
freely by many members of this House is Caesar’s wife, — does he 
think that the retired Judges who sit as Executive Councillors have 
done so because they were anxious to get into those places? I know 
in many instances they desired to go away and find rest, but they 
were requested against their will to occupy the places in order to help 
Government out of a difficult situation. Therefore to think that the 
impartiality of a Judge of the High Court will, be impaired beciiuse 
he might become a Member of the Executive Council is absolutely 
fallacious — if I do not use a stronger word which means without any 
substratum of commonsense. The next argument that was placed 
before us was that inasmuch as a High Court Judge had been away 
from political life for several years. His Excellency would be deprived 
of sound political advice. I will only give one sentence in reply to 
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this. It is far better that His Excellency should be supplied with 
such advice as a High Court Judge with his balanced mind and his 
ability to get into the heart of things by the evidence placed before 
him may offer than those persons who believe that they are in touch 
with the politics of the province but merely express the views of the 
surroundings in which they live and which they put forward as the 
view of the country; in fact they express merely the views of a parti- 
cular vocal section of the people. It is far better that His Excellency 
should be supplied with that stable and sound advice which a retired 
High Court Judge can give than a person who believes that he knows 
something about politics but is himself carried away by the storms and 
gusts of political excitement. \T\ih these words I oppose the amended 
motion of Mr. N. K. Basu. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : Sir, I am sorry 1 am unable 
to lend support to the view expressed by my friends, Mr. Momin, 
Dr. Haridhan Dutt, Rev. Nag and Mr. Suhrawardy. The names of 
some eminent Judges of the High Court who are no longer in the land 
of living have been dragged into the controversy. I do not wish to 
disturb them in the other world. Eet them rest in peace. Sir, it is 
quite possible that Executive Councillors will cease to exist after the 
introduction of the Reforms and will be a thing of the past like Dodo 
in Madagascar But, Sir, so long as they are here, I think we are 
justified in ottering our suggestions whether recruitment from the 
High Court is desirable or not. M\ friend, Dr. Dutt, lefeiied to the 
appointment of Ijord Reading, the then Lord Chief Justice of England 
as the Viceroy of India. He should remember that if was not universally 
approved of in England. There was strong criticism over his appoint- 
ment on the same principle as is being advocated by us. My objection 
is not directed to the appointment of any particular person but against 
the principle of such appointments. It has been in recent years the 
set policy of Government to appoint retired Judges of the High Court 
for serving as Executive Councillors. After Sir Abdur Rahim, I think 
Sir Nalini Ranjun Chatterji was the first retired Judge of the High 
Court to receive the Executive Council lorship of Bengal. Sir Bepin 
Bebari Ghosh was next appointed as a member of the Executive Council 
after his retirement from the High Court Bench, and now Sir Charu 
Chumler Ghose has been appointed to act in place of the late Sir 
I*. C. Mitter a few days after he retired from the High Court Beneh. 
I do not question the lability of any one of these gentlemen to discharge 
the duties imposed on them. On principle such appointments are open 
to objection. There is a lurking suspicion in the mind of the people 
that the expectation of future service after retirement is likely to 
impair their independence. The recent deviations from the principle 
so long scrupulously observed have given rise to serious misgivings 
which should not be brushed aside. I have already pointed out that 
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it was this deviation from the principle which raised unfavourable 
comments in England when Lord Heading the then Lord Chief Justice 
was appointed Viceroy of India. 

There was a time when High Court Judges like Sir Comer Pethman 
did not accept invitation from Government House. But those days are 
gone. These estimable gentlemen, I mean* the three retired Judge* 
just mentioned might have been like Ctesar's wife high above suspicion 
and might not have succumbed to such subtle influences, but that is 
no reason why the salutary principle so long observed should be given 
up. I think, Sir, there cannot be the slightest justification for such 
appointments. 

Sir, for various reasons the people of the country have begun to 
lose faith in the administration of justice in our courts and such 
appointments are sure to further undermine that faith which is not at 
all desirable in the best interests of the country. 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: Sir, I beg to oppose this amendment. 
Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu has urged two reasons and I maintain that 
}mth these reasons are unsound and have not followed up in practice. 
Past history supports my contention. First let us turn to England* 
The Lord Chancellor as wh have heard to-day is the head of the judi- 
ciary. Though he is a member of the Cabinet, yet he is out of touch 
with politics And never takes any part actively in politics; and his sole 
loncern is with the administration of justice. Yet we find that 
ex-Chancellors have often Wen appointed Secretaries of State. L>rd 
Haldane, ex-Chancellor, was appointed Secretary of State for War; 
Lord Halisham, ex-Chancellor, was appointed Secretary of State for 
War, and there are many other instances. Then let us turn to India. 
Madras is a province where the reforms are admitted to have worked 
the best. There, we find that Mr. Justice Krishnaswami Iyer was 
appointed Member of the Executive Council; Mr. Justice B. H. Sum 
deraram Iyer was appointed Executive Councillor. Then we know 
Sir Ali Imam, who was I*aw r MemWr, on retirement was appointed 
Judge of the Bihar High Court, and then when he retired, was appointed 
Member of the Bihar Executive Council. Sir Sankaran Nair, who wag 
an eminent Judge of the Madras High Court, was appointed Member 
of the Viceroy’s Executive Council. The well-known persons that I 
have just mentioned w*ere men of fearless independence and I have not 
heard anybody say that they were subservient Judges. Now turn to 
Bengal. Sir Shamsul Huda in 1912 was appointed a Member of the 
Executive Council. He retired on 8th June 1917, and on the same 
day he took his seat as Judge of the Calcutta High Court. I submit 
that the objection raised by Mr. N. K. Basu applies equally well where 
a Judge is appointed to the Executive Council and vice vena. Then 
I come to Sir Abdur Bahim. He was a Judge of the Madras High 
'Court and he retired in 1920 ; he was at once brought here as a Member 
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of tbe Executive Council. We all know that Mr. Bhupendra Nath 
Basu had a hand in his appointment. Mr. Bhupendra Nath Basu wn 
as good a patriot as any of us here and yet he felt no scruple in petting 
Sir Abdur Rahim appointed as a Member tn the Executive Council. 
Then, Sir, I come to the^case of Sir Nalini Ranjan Chatterjee. He 
was appointed to officiate as a Member of the Executive Council from 
April to July, 1928. Then Sir B. B. Ghosh was appointed no less 
than three times; first from October 19J0 to February 19*11 : secondly, 
from August to December 19*11 , and for the third time, from January 
to April 1912. The mever of this amendment, Mr. N. K. Basu, and 
Mr. J. L. Bannerjee, Mr. I\ Banerji and the Rai Mahasai were all 
members of this Council then, and I have in vain made searches in 
the budget-cut motions for these \ cars to find any motion brought 
forward against the appointment of Sir B. B. Ghosh. I find that on 
the 14th of March 19*52 Sir B. B. Ghosh tinned a demand for Lund 
Revenue. 

Mft H. 3. 8UHRAWARDY: "Wo are really descending to personali- 
ties, Sir. If that appointment had not been discussed when Sir B. Ilf 
Ghosh. was appointed, it does not mean that if it were discussed it 
would be discussed on any othei question than that of principle. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I was also wondering wh\ it was necessary for 
the ■'peaker to name all these gentlemen : these appointments were then 
known and widely known hut what are your deductions therefrom? 
Instead of naming a person so appointed, you ought to show that such 
appointment was not wrong in principle, as you are opposing the 
motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu who holds that it is absolutely 
wrong to select High Court Judges for Executive appointments. 

Mr. 8, M. B08E: The point I wish to make is that in none of these 
three years anybody made any objection on principle. Mr. N. K. Basu 
and others were members ot this Council then and they never dreamt 
of objecting to such an appointment r.n these giounds : that is the point 
I make and I challenge any one of my friends to show me any budget 
cuts on this subject during any one of these three years. Sir, no 
principle or rule I maintain has ever been violated in this particular 
instance: on the contrary it is in accord with past history. 

Mr. PRESIDENT:* What particular instance do you mean? You 
must remember that we are not dealing with any particular appoint- 
ment. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: 1 mean the particular appointment in the present 
instance. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT! I shall not allow you to say anything about an; 
particular case. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE. In ordinary appointments there must be rules am 
regulations, but in the case of the higher appointments, appointment 
at the top, I submit there should be no such restrictions. Tile sol 
test for this is this : is the i>erson proposed to be appointed best fitter 
for the post having his past record? We cannot go by any hard am 
fast rule. There can be no bar, no bar of incapacity, against i 
person being appointed to a particular post. Here I wish to mentioi 
that those who were in this Council in 1924 know full well the grea 
alarm produced in this Council when an injunction was issued Ir 
Mr. Justice (those against the President of the Council, Sir Evai 
Cotton : that injunction I believe caused the stoppage of all work, 
have no doubt that it was quite wrong, but that shows th 
independence 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: May I point out, Sir, tha 
your ruling is being departed from again, inasmuch as the member i 
dealing with the appointment, which is not in question? 

Mr, 8. M, BOSE: I submit that this motion has in view this parti 
cular appointment. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Not at all: not at all. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: I maintain, Sir, that this motion is not ai 
abstract a prion motion but it deals with a certain particular fact. 

(No, no, from several parts of the House.) 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The member should not be permittee 
to say that, as Mr. N. K. Basu has made his position very clear am 
we must accept his statement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Bose, I quite agree, is entirely 
wrong, lie cannot go beyond the ruling which I gave yesterday 
No one has directed any attack against any individual. I wan 
Mr. Bow not to forget that by my order the discussion must b< 
absolutely impersonal. 

Mr. 8, M. B08E: I take it that this motion has not been made 
without any reference to the existing facta. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. We have heard enough of that: 
if you have any real argument to advance you may do so. 
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Mr* 8. M. BOSE: I maintain that the so-called principle has no 
rhyme or reason. It has never been accepted in practice and past 
history is entirely against this unsound principle and I therefore oppose 
the motion. 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I feel, Sir, that Mr. N. K. Basil 
has not a very strong case, although with his customary ability and 
in spite of an unbalanced mind he made the best of it, and I do rather 
feel that the trend of the discussion to-day has been against his motion. 
However, the mover of this motion directed his attack on appointments 
of retired judicial officers to posts of Executive Councillors, along two 
lines; one was that it impairs |he independence of the judiciary and 
the second was that the gentlemen who are appointed did not provide 
that useful sort of assistance to Government, which a Member of the 
Executive Council should be expected to furnish. On the general 
question of these appointments, Sii, it is perfectly clear that this 
province is not the only one which believes that good can be got out 
of the appointment of judicial officers to the Executive Council. We 
have had, I think, nearly all the precedents in the different provinces 
alieady cited to-day from different quarters of the House und I do not 
think I need repeat them, the list is a formidable one. As far as 1 know, 
no such motion has ever been tabled in any other Legislative Council in 
India and then* lias been nothing that I am aware of to show that the 
appointment of those gentlemen has either impaired the impartiality oi 
the local bench or has failed to provide the Government of the day in the 
piovinces where those appointments have been made, with the assistance 
that the Government is entitled to expect from its Executive Coun- 
cillors. 

As legal ils the argument that such appointments impair the indepen- 
dence of the judieiaiy, I must say that it is very difficult, I think, for 
the ordinary individual to credit that appointments such as this occurring 
not as a regular thing, and seldom being made permanently, but usually 
for a temporary and generally short period it is difficult to credit that 
Mich appointments can really interfere with the impartiality of the 
judiciary. And I think it is a serious reflection on human nature to 
hold that it could be so. In fact if this argument were to be carried to 
its logical conclusion, there is no knowing where we should stop in the 
way of making appointments from the judiciary to the Executive. Take 
for instance the appointments within the judiciary itself. Acting 
appointments of nigh # Court Judges are made from amongst the 
District and Sessions Judges by the Local Government: but can it be 
said that every District and Sessions Judge is impaired in his judicial 
impartiality by reason of the fact that he may hope for promotion to 
a higher court? Then again, you might also apply this argument b* 
the question of conferment of Honours on the Bench. Honours as 
we all know emanate from the Crown ; but they emanate via the 
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Executive Council which recommends them, and I do not think it 
has ever been suggested that ng Honours should be conferred on High 
Court Judges, simply because their impartiality may thus be 
impaired. I do not think Sir, that that argument, of the indepen- 
dence of the judiciary is really a very strong one and I do feel that 
the arguments that have been adduced in ffupport of it have not 
impressed us very much this afternoon. 

Next, there is the question whether the officers who are appointed 
from the Bench to the Executive Council are — for I believe it comes 
to this — of leal use to Government. I submit that education in 
politics is not the only qualification which will make a gentleman 
useful as an Executive Councillor. Ear from it. Politics is no doubt 
useful education but it is only one side of the education of a man iu 
public life, and to ask us to believe that a High Court Judge lives in 
such a world of his own that he knows nothing of politics or of what 
is going on in the outside world, and therefore his advice cannot be of 
any sort of use when he is translated Horn his watertight 
compartment of luw into the lugger compartment of the 
Executive Council, is I submit quite fallacious. After all, Sir, 
it stands to reason that an officer sitting on the Bench sees 
all kinds of human beings; he sees them at their worst and he sees 
them at their best. He studies human nature in all kinds of case-* 
if he is on the Criminal Bench : if on the civil side he has to do with 
all kinds of situations that arise in commercial or in any other kind 
of life; in fact they probably get in that way just as wide and valuable 
an experience of life in general as inn body else and also bring 
to their work as Executive Councillors a trained and also an impartial 
mind. I say impartial advisedly because I do not accept the argument 
that these appointments impair their judgments. 1 find it difficult to 
credit, Sir, that the Government to-day cannot get from a gentleman 
from this quarter just us much assistance, even better and more valuable 
assistance than they can get from anywhere else. Sir, the time is 
getting short and I do not think I need labour the point further. 
I oppose thia motion unless Mi. Basil agrees with my view and feels 
himself inclined to withdraw a motion which has not received much 
support in the House. 

Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu’s motion was then put and lost. 

(The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, may I have your leave to 
move motions Nos. 213, 216, and 225 together? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you can do that. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA MAZIMUDDIN: On a point of 
order, Sir. Do not the three motions enumerated by Mr. Basu involve 
two different principles? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I ‘feel inclined to take 214, 210, 218, 219, 220 
and 225 together. Is there any objection? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA MAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order. 
Sir. Motion No. 213 is quite different from tiie others. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: In whai sense? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA MAZIMUDDIN; Motion No. 2J3 is 

for total refusal of t lie pay of Ministers which would spell the eml 
of diarchy for one year at least, while the others relate to a reduction 
in the Ministers’ salaries so that if the motion Nos. 21(5 and 225 are 
accepted by the House diarchy will remain though the Ministers will 
receive reduced salaries. 

Mr PRESIDENT: We generally take up motions for total refusal 
first and if they aie defeated we take up motions for reduction. I feel 
that all ot them come under one principle and no haim can he dine 
it T put them separately. I am trying to save time and nothing 
more. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. is it \nur 
iuling that whether the transferred departments be abolished l»v a 
total refusal of the Ministers’ salaries, which will be the case if 
diarchy ends or that the transferred departments should be managed 
by my fiiends over tbeie, a contingency which might happen it tic* 
salaries are reduced? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the salaries aie refused, it will he tanta- 
mount to the House saying that the\ do not want the present ministry, 
or does Mr. Basu mean anything else? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: May I rise on a point of 
explanation. Sir? I would request my friends the Hon’hle Ministers 
to rest their souls ir^ peace because the motions which I have 
enumerated are directed to one and the same matter — whether the pay 
they will get will be such-and-such or nothing. I submit, Sir, that 
all these are economic cuts. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: On a point of 
order, Sir. How can a motion for total refusal be styled as economic 
cut? 2' u . t . 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: (to Mr. N. K. Basu) At present you want to 
move motions Nos. 213, 216 and 225? Is it not so? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Ye* Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is not our construction that a motion for 
total refusal of salaries means no confidence in the present Ministers. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, if you would kindly reserve 
your ruling on this question till I have made my submissions while 
moving motion No. 213 and then if you think that the other two motions 
of mine do not come in and ought not to be discussed, I shall not move 
them. If you accept that, that will be the best solution of the 
difficulty. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: My difficulty is this: that one of the motions, 
namely No. 213, primn facie indicates no confidence in the Minister*, 
while the other two, namely Nos. 210 and 225, indicates econom’c 
cuts. 

Tha Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Might 1 sub- 
mit Sir that it is not so. What I mean is that if the total salaries of 
Ministers aie refused His Excellency the Governor will not be in a 
position to appoint any Ministers for the next yeai. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: IIow is that? Surely His Excellency the 
Governor cun appoint another set of Ministers and the Government 
ran come forward with a fresh demand. 

Th« Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: The line ol 
demarcation is 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Older, order. To my mind the line of demur 
cation is that the total refusal of the salaries of Ministers menus tkai 
the present Ministry would have to go, while the other two indicate 
that the present Ministers can draw a lesser pay. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A, WOODHEAD: Sir, I think that motioi 
No. 213 indicates that there will be no Ministers, while the others, 
namely motions Nos, 216 and 225, imply that the ministry will 
remain with a smaller salary. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: That is what I have said. I think we ha«l 
better take up motion No. 213 separately to satisfy the Hon’bh 
Ministers. ** 
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TIM Hon’bl* Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I think, Sir, 
that the Hon’ble Mr. Woodhead has explained the position clearly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is also what I hail already said, but the 
Hon’ble Minister did not Seem to follow me. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I am sorry Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (to Mr. N. K. Hasu > I think you had better 
move motion No. 213 first. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, I beg to mo\e that the 
demand of Rs. 1,82,400 under tlie head “22E— Ministers— Pay of 
officers” be refused. 

Sir, I want to make it clear in order to allay the doubts that have 
arisen in balanced minds that 1 do not want to move this as a vote of 
no confidence. Whatever the effect of this in law ma\ be my sole 
purpose in moving tins is an economic one. Sir, m\ submission is 
this. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you cannot pot out of the fact that by 
moving this motion you are out to kill diarchy. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : I shall just try to show that 
diarchy will not be killed if this motion of mine is accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you succeed ill showing that it will 
undoubtedly be a wonderful performance. ( Laughter . ) 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, what I submit is this: 
that so far as the pay of the Ministers and the scales at which they 
ought to be paid are concerned they have been discussed in this House 
during the last 4 years — V will not go back before that — on three 
occasions. In 1930, 1931 and in 1932 they were dismissed and there 
was no discussion in 1933. In 193(1 we have not had the privilege and 
advantage of having a reply from the ministerial benches, that is to 
say not from the official side, at all beeause the guillotine fell. In 1931 
the Ministers did not # ehoose to give any reply but the then Finance 
Member, Mr. *Marr, said “The present system of Government has not 
very much longer to live, a year or two, at best three years, and then 
you will have a new Government when the question of the salaries of 
Ministers will he an important matter to discuss.” Other members of 
the House, including the official members, thought and they gave 
expression to their views yesterday that we are at the fag end of the 
present constitution, and as the impending constitution like Damocles' 
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sword is hanging over our heads, this matter can b© postponed. Thei 
again in 1931, in March, Mr. Marr said that the Council had better no 
discuss the question of salaries at that time. In 1932 there was n< 
discussion on this question at all. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: On a point of order, Sir 
I think the position taken up by Mr. Basu is untenable, in view of thi 
provisions of the Government of India Act, section 52, where it i 
provided that t here may be a salary, it may be a smaller salary thai 
that provided for at present, in any case there must be a salary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The word ‘tmay” is there. Let us hea 
Mr. Basu’s arguments. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Now that this point of dis 
order has been cleared, I will proceed with my submission. In 1932 
aH 1 have said, there was no discussion in the Council about tic 
Ministers’ salaries. In 1933 there was a discussion and the old fain ilia 
story of the impending changes in the constitution and another equalb 
famous hoary chestnet, namely that status in this country very lartreb 
depends on the salary iceeived by a person were trotted out. 1 submit 
Sir, that the question of the impending constitution need not affect ou 
judgment in this matter at all. It is not a quest ion when the constitu 
tion is coming in, it is a question of what we have got to pay in tin 
ensuing financial year, and so far as the question of status is con 
cerned, it is equally untrue to suggest that status in this eountn 
depends upon the salary drawn by persons. Sir, we in this country a 
least are familiar with the status of persons who from the point o 
wordly wealth are akin to beggars, and they are held in the higlies 
estimation in this country. I am stressing the words “in this country” 
Sir, because in 1933, the then Home Member said that the status a 
least in this count n depends largely on the emoluments drawn by th 
persons. Even in England-? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you are refusing the whole amount. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Even in England, Sir, if yoi 
will kindly give me n couple of minutes 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Why do you raise the question of status a 
based on salary? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: That was the question, r 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you advocating that there ahould b 
honorary ministers. 
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Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: That is exactly so. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is an unbalanced judgment. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: The question of unbalanced 
judgment and impish devotion to midnight oil which saturates my 
friend Mr. Suhrawardy’s speech does not arise. 1 am submitting to this 
Council that if Ministers are to work y rat is they would not lose in 
status at all, and moreover I would ask the Hon'ble Ministers to 
remember that a Minister in a sister province did not lower his status 
in any way — I am referring to JJir Gnnesh Dutt Singh — by the fac t that 
he voluntarily accepted a very low salary, in fact, we know that he 
works on less than Rs. 600 a month and gives the rest away to charity. 
Sir, I shall appeal the Ministers, and 1 am very sorry to observe that 
whenever this question has been discussed in this House, personal 
appeals to the Ministers have always fallen on deaf ears. They have not 
condescended even to give a reply as to their personal views in this 
matter. 1 have heard a whisper outside the Council that if the Ministers 
were sure that tin* saving on their reduced salaries were to be devoted 
to the interests of the nat ion-building departments, they would ho 
prepared to work on lesser salaries. 1 submit that if the Hon ble 
Ministers were to get up in this House and make a public declaration to 
that effect, whether the Finance Member could be prevailed upon to 
devote that sawng to the nation-building departments 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: But \ou are refusing them any salary at all. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: It they offer IN. 1,82,000, the 
whole of their salaries to the Finance Member, and it they say that wo 
are offering this sum for the purpose of the nation-building departments, 
if they get up in this House and say “Here is this gilt which we otter 
to the Finance Member on condition that it is spent on nation-building 
purposes,” I submit, remembering that they are three out of 7 in the 
Cabinet, if the Finance Member were to raise any objection, I am sure* 
that they would he able to carry their point, and how much that would 
raise them in the estimation of the public by a gesture of that sort. I 
am sure that if they were prepared to work without a salary, and make 
a public declaration to tliat effect, their prestige and influence in .the 
country would not be lowered. I make a personal appeal to them, and 
ask them to lay their hands on their hearts and remembering that tw*c» 
of the Ministers have heeu drawing these salaries for the last 4 years, 
and one for the last three years can they honestly, well, I 
wlH Hot say honestly, fairly say that in 30 years outside they would 
have eaYned these sums? I submit that in the last 3 or 4 yearn, 
they have taken more out of the public coffers than, but for the fact of 
the bogey of prestige, they would have been entitled to, and if they 
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make this gesture and give up their salary for the next year or two 
when the new constitution is awaited, I think they would raise them- 
selves very highly in the public estimation. I make this offer, and I 
hope one of them will get up and say “I accept this.” 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou must make it clear what reasons are 
involved in your amendment. So far as I understand it, you are not 
attacking dyarchy at all? You want honorary Ministers? 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U:' They may be made honorary, 
or they may forego their salaries next year seeing they have drawn 
princely sums out of the exchequer of the country for the last three 
or four years. 


Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: It is difficult to follow the 
arguments advanced before this House by my friend Mr. Narendra 
Kumar Basu, whose mind appears to lx* fixed on saints and sadhus. 
Those are persons towards whom we, the people of this country, have 
the greatest regard. They generally spend their time in peaceful 
contemplation in hermitages. Vnfortunateh the affairs that have to 
be conducted by the Ministers are somewhat different from what prevails 
in the atmosphere of the hermitages. Mr. Basu probably forgets the 
state of things that prevailed in this country a little over 100 years ago. 
There were officials, officials in responsible positions who were usually 
paid Its. 00 or Its. 100 a month. They used to go back to their oyyn 
country and were known as “nabobs” there. Things then yvent on 
in a manner which will probably not satisfy Mr. Basu. Mr. Basu has 
raised the question that certain persons would not have earned the 
income which they earn, by reason of the grant voted by this House. 
The entire question depends upon the heavy and responsible burden of 
duty placed on their shoulders. They conduct important departments 
of the State and have a very large amount of patronage in their hands. 
They have to hold the scales even, and it is for us to see that the 
administration is conducted in an efficient and clean manner, and to see 
that the Ministers are placed absolutely above temptation. It is not^ 
only that. Because apart from the question of pay, we nave great 
confidence in the character of the Ministers. But i| is up to this Council 
to see that the Ministers are paid sufficient remuneration. There is 
also the question that they are a part of the Cabinet of the Province, 
and while the other part whose pay is not under the control of this 
Council is getting a particular remuneration, why this Council, which 
has the control over the remuneration of the Ministers, should be so 
niggardly as to pay them nothing. That is an argument which it is 
difficult to understand. I oppose the cut. 
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Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Sir, I rise to oppose 
the ^notion. I am not a little surprised to find that after the perusal 
of the budget presented by the Hon’ble Finance Member, this motion 
has been moved at all. We find that our nation-building departments 
have been treated with scahty courtesy and the total provision for them 
barely exceeds two and a half crores. After this it would have been 
our duty as representatives of the poor people of this province to stand 
by the Ministers and join in an effort to secure more money for the 
departments which are under their care. Instead of that I find an 
attempt being made to reduce their salary ! Why is this attempt made? 
I will perhaps be told that a tender solicitude for economy has actuated 
some of my friends to table this motion. But l feel chary to accept 
that explanation. For economy is made of sterner stuff. Economy 

effected by a cut in the salary of three Ministers is a travesty of 

economy. I will not discuss if there is much scope for economy in the 
province. But I would ask the Council to insist on a substantial 

portion of the sum that will come to Bengal as its share of the revenue 

derived from export duty on jute should lx* given to the transferred 
Departments which are being starved. This will make it possible lor 
the Ministers who, unlike the Members of the Executive Council, are 
responsible to this House to give effect to many schemes of lasting 
benefit to the people of the province. Education, sanitation, the indus- 
tries' — all cry for help. And unless help is forthcoming the material 
progress of the people will be impossible. The Ministers, we all know, 
have been fighting against tremendous odds -- fighting a cause which is 
ours. Should we help them or should we try to perturb t hem ? 

What will be the result if the motion is accepted t In all probability 
the Ministers will resign. And then what will happen.*' A scramble 
for the posts and, perhaps, another period of ministry-breaking ami 
stagnation in the Transferred Departments of Government. Is that 
desirable? I hope ray friends will agree with me when I say No. 

I have not the least doubt that if a scheme of reduction in salaries 
above a certain standard is prepared the Ministers will not hesitate to 
support it. But to leave the other posts as they are and reduce the 
salary of the Ministers would he an act of injustice which cannot he 
supported. If our friends who are keen on reducing the salary of the 
Ministers had really been actuated by the conviction that the Minister* 
should set an exampje to the others by suffering some sacrifice the 
proper way would have been for them to discuss the matter with the 
Ministers and induce them to propose such reduction. That would have 
been a great achievement and a glorious example. But to press a cut 
motion in the Council simply because we have the power to fix the 
salary' of the Ministers would be interpreted as expressing want of 
confidence in them. And I am sure it is not the intention of my friends 
to do so, especially when on personal grounds we*all want that they 
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should be in their places and carry on the very useful work they have^ 
been doing. They have achieved success such as is not generally * 
achieved with the slender resources at their disposal, and provided witli 
necessary facilities would, I am sure, do much more. They have 'been 
able to establish equilibrium where there Was constant change and 
certainty where uncertainty prevailed before. In short they have been 
successful in creating an atmosphere which is congenial to continued 
work. This is a great achievement. Let us help them to introduce 
those schemes and work them successfully. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, ma\ I ask for leave to 
withdraw my motion? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I have been exercised in my mind, having 
regard to the vague language employed in section .72 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act with other sections dealing with salaries, whether 
Mr. llusu could correctly take up t lie position that time could he 
honorary Ministers, but if tin* House permits him to withdraw his 
motion, we need not pursue the matter any further. 

Mr. N arendru Kumar Rush's motion was then, b\ leave of the House, 
withdrawn. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,82,400 
under the head “22 K — Ministers” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, l have on unions occasions while recommending the appoint- 
ment of a Retrenchment Committee to examine the affairs of our province 
and to make suggestions about the unions wins in which useful 
economy could he made always laid the greatest stress on the great 
waste which in my opinion goes on in paying a far higher scale of 
salan to the Members of the Executive Council and the Ministers than 
is in my humhle judgment is either necessary or possible tor Rengal. 
It is not necessary to repeat the arguments which I have advauced on 
previous occasions, but I would like to point out that the last ltetiench- 
ment Committee again examined this very question and came to the con- 
clusion that the scale of pay should be reduced. Sir, when we are faced 
with a deficit budget year after year, and this year when even after 
getting a erore and a half from the Government of India we are still 
left with a deficit, when the transferred departments have been howling 
for money ever since the Reforms were introduced into this province 
to carry on the useful functions which have been made over to them; 
when the welfare of the country depends entirely on the financial 
resources which we can make available for the nation-building depart- 
ments, it is absolutely essential that we should begin and make $11 
possible economies in the higher services so that the money which would 
thus be available nfight be utilised for the very purposes for which the 
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Ministers and their departments Imve been elated. As for the needs of 
tkewintry in agriculture, public health, education, etc., if is unneces- 
sary for me to dilate. Bengal’s needs are by far the mure ur^t'fit flian 
that of any other province in India. There is no province, therefore, in 
which need for economy and retrenchment is so great. Bombay has 
set us an example by taclding this problem in a business-like way and 
they have been able this year not only to balance their budget but show 
a small surplus. What are we doing? We are still hoping that we 
may get a little more from the jute tax. But that is a mutter for the 
future, in the meanwhile are we providing in any way for the urgent 
needs of the country so that our financial resources and revenues might 
improve — a point which 1 stressed in my speech when the budget was 
introduced and I am sure the Ministers will be the last persons to deny 
the urgency of such action. Therefore, if we call upon the Ministers 
not to forego the whole of their salary, as has been suggested by 
Mr. Basil, but to accept a smaller scale of pay and if they agree to that, 
they would raise themselves in the estimation of the country and prove 
to the whole of India that Bengal is earnest in trying to save and 
economise so that the needs of the people may be attended to. There- 
fore, I have moved a cut of Rs. 100 in the pay of the Ministers. What 
scale of pay should be fixed 1 leave it to the Ministers themselves and 
to the Council. Mx cut is an entirely economic one to show my dis- 
approval of the scale of pay which now prevails and to bring before 
the House the urgent necessity of having some reform in this matter. 

I do not wish to detain the House with a long speech, because 1 feel 
that every member of this House thinks that this is a matter which 
must he attended to at once. I entirely agree with my friend Mr. Basil 
that the status of the Ministers will not in any wax suffer, it tliex 
accept a smaller scale of pay, and I do not think that by doing so they 
would be open to temptations, a point to which my friend Mr. •!. N. Basil 
referred. I think they will he acting in a way which the country 
expects that t hex should act. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V our proposition is that the salary of the 
Ministers should be reduced by Rs. 100. Jt is a token cut. But, it I 
understood your speech aright, it appears that you have changed your 
mind. You are now pleading for a substantial reduction in the salary 
of the Ministers. Would you please explain why did you suggesj a 
reduction of Rs. 100? Why did you not suggest a reduction which 
would bring tt to the^figure they should draw as salary? Before I put 
it to the House, the issues must he made dear. 

Mr. J. N. CUPTA: I quite realise the difficulty. As the motion 
stands it is a token cut, and my only object is to make it clear that the 
Ministers are drawing more pay than they should. 



Mr. PRESIDENT: Then why is^this reduction of Es. 100 P What 
am I to put to the House? You should have reduced the figure you 
want them to draw. The House would then know exactly whatihey 
were voting for. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Probably Mr. Gupta 
means that it is a motion of no confidence on the Ministers on the 
ground that they are drawing more salary than they should. 

Mr. J. N. CUPTA: That is the way I put it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is that so? . 

Mr. J. N. CUPTA: Y es, for more salary than they should have 
drawn. But if that be not a sufficient argument then I move this 
amendment as a motion of no-confidence. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If it is a motion of no-confidence then you 
should have adhered to the rules provided for such a definite step. You 
have to express no-confidence in the Ministers either by a total refusal 
of their salaries or by a specific motion of “no-confidence” as provided 
in 84 A. 

Mr. J. N. CUPTA: May I have your instructions as to what that 
course is? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already said what the course is. 

Mr. J. N. CUPTA: I have said, Sir, that the salary of the Ministers 
should be reduced. At any rate I place the motion before the House 
as a 110 -confidence motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you cannot do that by means of a token 
cut of this character. 

Mr. J. N. CUPTA: In that case I withdraw my motion altogether, 
Sir. 

The motion was then bv leave of the House withdrawn. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: May I tjraiv your attention to 
the fact that, so far as motions Nos. 21G-225 are concerned, as Mr. Gupta ’ 
said that he would move No. 219 as a motion for no-confidence, on that 
understanding they were not moved 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I called them out all the same but they were 
not moved. 
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Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: You can give us permission 
to move them now. 

*** 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think I could do that. It would not 
be fair. I do not think such action would conduce to orderly procedure. 

I am sorry. * 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that the demand 
of Its. 1,82,400 under the head “22E — Ministers (Transferred )— Pay of 
officers” be reduced by Its. 100 (appointment of one Minister from the 
backward class). 

Sir, I have moved this motion with the express object of providing 
a Minister from the scheduled caste. Hut with \our permission I would 
like to make a verbal alteration in the wording, namely, that the words, 
“backward class” may be substituted b\ the words “scheduled castes.” 

I want to draw the attention of the House to the fact that the poor men 
of the scheduled castes are too much neglected. They clamour for 
their rights and privileges but it is not heeded by the Government or 
the people from whom they ask for those privileges and rights. Within 
the last 150 years the.se people of the scheduled castes are being used 
by the Government and the people of the country as best as they liko 
but when the question of their rights and privileges 

•* 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: On a point of order. Sir. Can tho 
hon’hle member say that the selieduled castes are being used Ity Govern- 
ment as best as they like!' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y es, that is his opinion, may be. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Now, when they ask for their 
rights and privileges they are only given hopes, which hopes, however, 
never materialise. They base been given many hopes that in the 
future constitution of the country they will he given this and they will 
he given that: they are told to wait to-day and to-morrow they will get 
jam. But I ask the Government why not give jam to-da.v. They have 
been striving for their upliftment for a long time. They have all ah.ng 
been loyal to their core to the Government: they have been struggling 
for their existence practically. There are so many seats in tho Kxei ujivftc 
"^Council of the Government: there are also so many seats in the 
Ministry: btft, Sir, Rone has been drawn from among them to fill the 
post either of a Minister or Executive Councillor. There is no dearth 
of qualified men amongst them. We have heard them speaking on tho 
floor of this House on many occasions. But, Sir, I do not understand 
why thrir case is ignored. Sir, I strongly feel that if the conditions of 
the depressed classes are to he improved then they' must hate some 
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Executive hands in the working of the Government of this country and 
for this purpose I want to draw the attention of the Go'ternment that a 
member of the scheduled castes should be taken in the present Ministry 
of the Government of Bengal. Sir, we know how Mahatma Gandhi 
was ready to sacrifice even his life for their cause and we also know 
that the country at present has given up all political thoughts and they 
are all now concentrating their energies for the uplift of those poor 
people of our country. Sir, with this purpose in view our political 
leaders are moving and if the Government now make a gesture and give 
them an appointment in the Ministry then 1 think that justice would 
be done. Sir, in the present Cabinet there are three Ministers two of 
whom ure Muhammadans and one is a caste Hindu but there is none 
taken from the depressed classes: this is how they are treated. I feel 
it 4, sense of real grievance that our brethren of the scheduled castes 
should be so treated and I strongly advocate that their case should be 
given the attention that they deserve. With these words I move my 
motion for the acceptance of the House 1 . 

Rai Sahib 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: I stand to support the motion 
moved by Dr. Amulya ltutnn Ghose. Sir, a Daniel has come to 
judgment. The other day, Sir, Dr. Ghose, when I moved a motion, 
in support of something for the depressed classes, lie opposed me and 
said that no such thing as depressed classes existed in Bengal. 1 made 
a specific statement that t he scheduled caste had got no barber, that 
is to say, that the barbers of the caste Hindus would not shave the 
scheduled castes. To that statement he remarked that in that case 
we might be keeping long beards. From this remark I must say that 
he lias got no idea whatsoever of the depressed classes. Now, a man 
who has no idea regarding the depressed classes has taken up the 
cause of the depressed classes and is now urging the appointment of 
n Minister from the depressed classes; so we very much doubt the 
sincerity of this meitiber in this matter. We the depressed classes 
know our rights and responsibilities; we know what is to be done and 
how to proceed and we have left no *tone unturned. We have urged 
this point before His Excellency the Governor and other authorities. I 
know, Sir, that the caste Hindus of Bengal, especially, will try their 
utmost to deprive the scheduled caste of their political rights and 
privileges, and there I find Mr. J. L. Bannerjee looking at me and 
I do know what lie will say. It must be admitted on the other hand# 
that the MacDonald Award as modified by the poona Pact has given 
political importance to the depressed class question and in future I 
must say that the depressed classes of Bengal will play a very im- 
portant part. And in the future constitution the depressed classes 
must have some one from them appointed as Minister, because without 
a Minister from the depressed classes, the depressed class problem 
cannot be easily explained and solved. We know and we do feel that 
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thin are many technical difficulties in the way. We also hear replies 
from the HSIPWe Members of the Treasury Benches expressing sym- 
pathy for twlT depressed classes but when we come forward with a 
definite proposal they say “wait, see what we can do for you.” But 
up till now we have got jio definite proposals whatever from the Gov- 
ernment except the Poona Pact. (Bahv Amvi.yaiiiian Ray: “Then 
where is Government’s sincerity Y”) We do not question the sincerity 
of Government for but for that sympathy we should not have been 
where we are now. is because Government have expressed their 
sympathy for the deposed classes that they have been able to advance, 
though very slowly. I must say that in future the depressed classes 
will play a very important pnft and in the future constitution of the 
Government, we must make it a point to see that a Minister from the 
depressed classes is appointed. At this stage it is no doubt a fact 
that if a Minister is appointed from the depressed classes then the 
depressed class problem will be very easily solved. 

With these words, Sir, 1 beg to support the motion of J)r, Ghost*, 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN CUPTA: Sir, I found difficulty 
in following Dr. Ghose while he spoke in support of his motion because 
he said that he wanted the appointment of a member belonging to the 
scheduled castes in the present ministry. He did not say whether it 
is to he by way of addition or subtraction or multiplication (A voick : 
Or substitution) — yes, or substitution. 1 find it difficult to follow 
Mr. Bal who is convinced of the insincerity of this motion and yet 
supports it. I do not know whether to go with Dr. Ghose and support 
the motion from his point of view, or to oppose it, or to do nothing 
at all. (Laughter and cries of don’t do anything). 1 prefer to do the 
last thing, however and that too for very good reasons. Apart from 
the fact that I do not believe in cabinets selected on communal prin- 
ciples, there is another reason which I can adduce. After the fate 
that has overtaken all the economic cuts we find that the treasury 
benches are still taking a huge bite off the budget of Bengal. There- 
fore, Sir, we are in a most unfortunate financial position and it would 
be most unjustifiable to add to the burden by accepting Dr. Ghose s 
motion. Sir, there is a riddle in German, and as I believe there is 
no lack of German scholarship on the treasury benches — the riddle 
is as follows: (Cries of “Give us a translation of it/') , 

“Der anne # Tropf 

Hat einem Hut und Keinem Kopt 

Und noch dam 

Hat einem Fuss und Keinem Schuh." 

Yes, I will give a translation of it. The meaning of this riddle is 
“that poor fellow ha* got a hat but no head : he h#s got a foot but no 
15 
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shoe.” The answer to that riddle is, of course * umbrella. - But I 
suppose then* is another answer to it and that is the Government of 
Bengal ! The Government of Bengal has got a showy hat in the shape 
of the bountiful cabinet, but no head. Coming down to the bottom 
there is the foot the people but no shoe to j*ut on it. (Laughter.) 


The HOn’ble Mr, A. N. REID: Sir, I share Dr. Sen Gupta’s views 
regarding this motion, and I must confess that I find it very difficult 
to reply to it moved though it was by Dr. Ghose in an impassioned 
speech on behalf of the scheduled castes. I am not certain whether 
he belongs to these castes (Cries of “No, no.”) He does not belong to 
the scheduled castes. The second speaker — I mean Mr. Bal — belongs 
to the scheduled castes. What lie demands, Sir, is that this House 
should discuss this motion seriously. I do not think this House will 
really take this matter as a thing which we ought to seriously discuss 
ut the present juncture. It is scarcely practicable, I submit, under 
the present circumstances to add a member of the scheduled castes to 
the present ministry. The present ministry has been selected by His 
Excellency the Governor as the ministry which is best calculated to 
carry on the work of the transferred departments and as experience 
has proved during the last four years it has enjoyed the confidence of 
the majority of this House. Whether in the future cabinets when 
Bengal will get rid of the old gang of the Executive Council, whether 
the future cabinets will contain the representatives of the scheduled 
castes is another matter. But I submit, Sir, that under the present 
circumstances and in view of the fact that we are pretty near great 
changes in the constitution, I think, Sir, that the motion should not 
he accepted. 

Dr. Amulya Ratan G hose’s motion being put a division was taken 
with the following result: — 

AYES. 


All, Haalvl l|H Maaihtr. 
••MrJI, Mr. P. 

Bin. Mr. BirwCi Kami 
BImn, Or. Amalya ftatan. 
Hmm. Kati KnlaM. 


Haiti, Mr. It. 

Qaataai, Maahri Abal. 
Ray, Baba Amlyabbaa. 
Raat, Baba Haaaai. 


NOES. 


Abaiab, Kbaa Bababar Maatvi ImbaMln. 

Batlr II Mia, Khan tabib Maatvi Mahamatb. 

Bay, Mr. I. M. 

Battaalay, Mr. J. M. 

Cbaabbart, Kbaa BabMar Maalvl Matxar Rabaaa. 
Bbaabbari, Dr. i«|iilra Ohaabra. 

Bbawbbary, Mail Bail Ahaab. 

Barry, Mr. T. A. 

Ota, Rat Bababar Maria! Kaaar. 

Dm, Ral Bababar IMyvabra Kamar. 

Datt. Mr. B. I. 

Datt, Ral Bababar Dr. Nartbbaa. 

«HNy,«r. R. t. A. 

Faraaai, tba Haa’btv Raarab K. t. M., Kbaa 
tababar. 


Favaat, Mr. L. R. 

Farfasaa, Mr. R. N. 

Bbaaa, tb# Maa’bla Sir Cbara Cbaabar. 

Bbasaavl, tba Haa'Ma AlbabJ Na«ab Bababar 
Sir Abbatkartm, af OHbaar. 

BRchriat, Mr. B. N. 

BtaMtaf, Mr. D. 

Baaaba, Bal Baiabar Sir Babribaa. 

Baba, Baba Bratalfa Kaaar. 

Baba, Mr. P. H. 

Nrm, Kbaa Ba b ab a r Maatvi Axteai. 

Hao. Mr. B. P. 

Ratals, Mavab MatbarraV, Kbaa Bababar. 
Naaaala, Maatvi Latafat 
Kbaa, Mr. Raraar Rahaaa. 
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LOT, *, Sm** R«t*. 

Mag«H «r. L. T. 

Marti*. Mr. 0. N. 

■liter, Mr. 0. C. 

■tttec, Hr. 1. 6. 

Mfttrt, Rada Barat BBaatfra. 

■tab, Kku Itktear Madaa^a* AMal. 
iikterjl, RaJ BiMir tatted Ohiten, 

Rag, Rmml B. A. 

Rag. Bata ltd Lai. 

RatiaMMin, Ida Haa’klt Mr. Kdwaja. 

Rail, Sir Hart taakar. 

NHar, tatd Haaaaaa Prata*. 

Radaaa. Mr. A. 

Radaaa, Mr. A. P. 

Radaaa. Mr. A. P. M. AMer*. 

Rai Madasai, Maahtera Dad. 

Ray, Rada Kdattar Madan. 

Ray Odaarddary, Mr. K. C. 

Rate, tda Han’bla Mr. R. N. 

Rata, Mr. 4. B. 

“Ayes” being 9 and t he “Noe« 


M7 


Ray, tda Naa*dte Mr BUay Praia* Magfc. 

Ray, Rada Martdaata. 

Ray, Rada Mtaaira Hath. 

Ray, Mr. taltemr Magd. 

Ray, Mr. tarat Kaaiar. 
taaiatatlad, Maaltl Madaaiaiatf. 

•adaaa, Rada tatya Kiadar. 

•aa, Rai tadid Akaday Kaaiar. 
laa, Mr. R. R. 

Ilada, Raja Badatar Bdafaaira Harayaa, at 
Hatdipar. 

talaiaiaa, Maalvi Madaatau*. 

Itma, Mr. J. W. R. 
la draw arty, Mr. N. I, 

Tdataytaa, Mr. W. N. 

Tawaaatf, Mr. H. P. V. 

Walktr, Mr. W. A. M. 

Wilkiniin, Mr. H. R. 

W llllaiai, Mr. A. M. 

Wooihttd, tda Hon’kli Mr. «l. A. 


GS, the motion was lost. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: I be* to move that the demand 
of Ks. 1,82,400 under the head “22 Iv — Ministers (Transferred) — Pay 
of officers” he reduced by Its. 100 (to raise a discussion on the municipal 
administration under the present ministry of Local Self-Government). 

Sir, the municipal administration under the present ministry is a 
sad failure and the administration wholly is nothing but bungling 
from start to finish. Sir, I will ask the members of this house to 
remember the passing of the Bengal Municipal Act of 1932 and after 
that Act was passed, immediately the municipalities all over Bengul, 
where the Minister wanted to hold elections, were required to hold 
elections whether those municipalities had their election# just six 
months, one year or two years before, they were required to bold 
elections again. To whatever disadvantages they might have been 
put, to whatever inconvenience they might have been subjected, but 
the whims of the Minister must be carried out. That was the policy 
adopted by the Minister in charge of Local Self-Government. Sir, I 
have direct knowledge al>out the affairs in connection with the muni- 
cipal election in Howrah. The Act was published on 1st December 
1932 and the order for general election was sent in advance on llth 
November 1932, and the order empowering the Bengal Municipal Act 
was also made on 1st December 1932. The rules regarding the election 
were published also on the same date, i.e. , 1st December 1932 aqd 
the elections were held on the 24th and 25th March 1932. The names 
of the nominated Commissioners were gazetted so late at the 19th 
October, the election of the Chairman was done on the Tth November 
and this election was disputed as the rules for election of Chairman 
were not by that time published, so, it took full one month to decide 
the dispute and the Chairman actually got ebafge on the 6th December 
1933. Sir, thus the elections were held although the Bengal Muni- 
cipal Act, as it was passed and published, was even.up to that date a 
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defective one, and therefore several commissioners of several munici- 
palities questioned the legality of holding elections in their respective 
law courts. Sir, therefore even after the results of the elections were 
published the names of nominated members could ’nt be gazetted, in 
time. Sir, this early and untimely election had the consequence that 
several popular, able and competent commissioners of different muni- 
cipalities could not get in. They were not prepared for an untimely 
•lection and therefore they had to suffer, and many of them could not 
even put up a contest. Sir, it was with an indecent haste that the 
elections were held in certain municipalities, only three months after 
the publication of the Bengal Municipal Act. But, Sir, after the 
elections were held it took 7 or 8 nionthg for the Ministry of Local 
Self-Government to publish the names of nominated commissioners 
and even when the names of nominated commissioners were published 
the defect in the rlues were so glaring that disputes after disputes 
arose in several municipalities including Howrah, Dacca and Narayan- 
ganj, and in some other municipalities regarding the validity of the 
•lection rules, propriety of the general rules and the reasonable mean- 
ing of the rules and other questions that arose, and for that reason 
the election of Chairman was deferred and had to be suspended for 
mo less than practically a year and the municipalities had to be run 
under the hands of chairmen and vice-chairmen who had no longer 
the confidence of their constituencies and who have no longer been 
even elected commissioners of the municipalities. Sir, I have referred 
to the elections that were held in some of the municipalities with such 
a hot haste according to the whims of the Ministry. In the Kurseong 
Municipality the election, although it had to be held two years before, 
is kept in abeyance for the reason best known to the Ministry of Local 
Self-Government. Sir, these things go to show that the Ministry of 
Local Self-Government is a failure and a total failure, and the Hon 'hie 
Minister, who is in charge of this department, is quite incompetent to 
carry out the administration. There were other things in connection 
with the department which deals with excise, medical and public 
health, but if I raise those questions I am afraid you will not allow 
me to do that * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You rightly thought that. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Otherwise I could have shown 
that even in those departments there were the worst failures and the 
Hon Tde Minister is worthless and useless. c - • 

With these words I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Khait Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I am not in a position 
to support the motion of my friend Dr. Gbose and if I speak, Sir, I 
will not try to answer any of those detailed questions which have been 
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raised by him. But there are one or two general questions, which 
my ffiend has referred to, and I think. Sir, it is my duty, being 
connected with a municipality and district board to give a reply to 
these matters. Sir, the amendment of the Bengal Municipal Act was 
long over-due and the House may remember the time and energy that 
was required in putting this Act on the statute book and that was 
done, Sir, after careful consideration by a small committee of Govern- 
ment in which representatives of this House were there and by a 
Select Committee which also carefully scrutinised the detailed propo- 
sals. We were then left to consider the municipal rules and bye-law» 
which had been formulated a century ago and there was widespread 
opinion in the country that the time had come when at least some of 
the provisions should be changed. I think I)r. Ghose was one of those 
representatives of this House who took a very large amount of time 
in going through the detailed provisions of the Act and he is respon- 
sible, as everyone else, for bringing the Act into being. But I am 
afraid Dr. Ghose has not tried to find out the implications of this Act 
and I say openly being myself a chairmun of a municipality that it 
will take more time, much more time than Dr. Ghose imagines, before 
the complicated rules and by-laws of municipal administration can b* 
promulgated. I feel that under the Municipal Act we have been given 
the power, the general power, in a municipality to carry out the 
administration. But there is certain amount of detailed matters power 
over which have been given to the municipality and the success of 
which depends upon the framing of the rules of u multifarious nature 
such as drainage, construction of roads, alignment of markets and 
many other things. Sir, I am not giving undue certificate to the 
Local Self-Government Department but as I have been working in A 
municipality and district board for many years past and with that 
experience I can say that it will be a credit to the department if it 
can finish the thing even in one year. In our municipality we have 
to frame some of these rules and by-laws and I have myself given 
notice of amendment of the Act itself because I feel that the Act 
requires to be changed in some respect. But that is beside the point. 
What I am speaking of is that it is very difficult to frame all these 
by-laws and rules on the subject in a day. I do not like to say what 
the Ministry of Local Self-Government did in Tegard to nominations 
in other districts, hut in our district the result of new elections were 
not only gazetted in time but also the elections of chairman and vice- 
chairman were* finished in course of 3 or 4 months. I do not know 
what the people experienced in Howrah, but I certainly feel that 
Howrah is an eye-sore to many of this House. 

Tht Hon’bt# Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There is very 
little time. May I say a few words? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 
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Thi Hofl'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am not at all 

surprised when I see that Dr. Ghose — of course I do not know which 
university conferred on him the degree of doctorate, it may possibly 
i>e Honolulu — would move this motion. He has said that the muni- 
cipal administration of the present Ministry was a sad failure and to 
substantiate his statement he said that a Ministry in hot haste 
held elections under the new Municipal Act. Sir, it is 
well-known to the House that while any new Act is passed 
by the legislature it is incumbent on the executive to bring it into 
operation as quickly as it could. The new Act conferred very wide 
franchise and other wider privileges than the old Act on the electorate 
>and the Ministry certainly thought {hat it was its duty to give the 
electorate the earliest possible opportunity of exercising those privi- 
leges. Therefore instead of failing in duty the Ministry tried to 
discharge his duty according to its humble capacity 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: Over active in duty. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Over active, it 
probably might appear to persons who had to go through troublesome 
elections but certainly it was welcomed by the ratepayers who were 
very grateful to Government for being offered the opportunity of 
Government controlling meddlesome and obnoxious commissioners. Dr. 
Ghose said that the Act was defective. Sir, it was this House that was 
responsible for the Act, which was discussed and considered thoroughly 
I think, for over 3 weeks (5 weeks I am corrected by Mr. Townend), 
and Dr. Ghose also took a very actice part in the discussion and if 
there w r as any mistake Dr. Ghose should take his full share of respon- 
sibility. 

(The Council was then adjourned for 13 minutes . ) 

(After Adjournment.) 

(The time fixed for the discussion of the head was reached and the 
guillotine was applied.) 

Dr. Ainulya Itatan G hose's motion was then put and lost. 

The original demand under head “22 — General Administration” 
was then put and agreed to. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

t 

24— Administration of Justice. 

The HoiPble 8ir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: Mr. President, 
Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to 
move that a sum of Rs. 74,40,000 he granted for expenditure under 
the head “24 — Administration of Justice.” 
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The attention of the House is directed to the remarks on pages GO 
and 61 of the Red Book. Cut motions already tabled range over such 
a variety of subjects relating to administration of justice that I do not 
think it is necessary for me to make any speech at this stage. When, 
the appropriate items are up for discussion, then I shall certainly 
speak on each of them. 


Motions for reduction or refusal. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: I beg move that the demand of Rs. 08,500 
under the head “24A — High Court — Original Side” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (retrenchment). 

I also move that the demand of Rs. 07,500 under the head “24 A — 
High Court — Appellate Side” be reduced by Re. 1 (recommendations of 
the High Court Retrenchment Committee). 

The object of my motions is to call attention to the question of 
retrenchment in the High Court. There is a general feeling that 
though there have been definite and effective retrenchments in all other 
departments of Government, that policy has not been applied to the 
High Court. We are proud of the High Court and appreciate the fact 
that an ex-Chief Justice is now in charge of the Judicial Department. 
I desire to draw attention to the question of reduction in expenditure, 
First, take the case of the salary of tlx* Judges. In 1931-32 the actuals 
less the cut in pay amounted to Rs. 0,32, 3o0. hi 1932-33 the actuals 
less the cut amounted to Rs. 0,12,300, and in 1934-3*) the budget 
estimate now before us is Rs. G, 71), 000, an increase over the actuals of 
1932-33 by Rs. 37,000. Then take the case of the Official Receiver, 
rp to 1931-32 he had a fixed pa> of IN. 700 a month, hut from 1932-33 
he has in addition been getting an extra sum of Rs. 8,000 to IN. 12,01)0 
a year. Why has this addition been made!'' I have already drawn the 
attention of the Hon’ble Member to the High Court Retrenchment Com- 
mittee’s Report of 1923 and I told him that I would like to know how 
far the recommendations made in that report had been carried out 
during these 11 years. What about ilie question ot the Honorary 
Sheriff here us there is already in Bombay ? Since the last two vein s , 1 
have been trying to get the Government to move in this matter, but I 
fear no tangible progress has been made. If the suggestions made 
about Sheriffs iu the Report are carried out, there will be a gain in the 
public revenues of at least Rs. 20,000 a year. This office of ilie Sheriff 
is a source of considerable emoluments and profit, as has been pointed 
out by the High Court Retrenchment Committee. Then take the 
question of the Official Assignee. As I pointed out in March 193d f 
according to the Report the Official Assignee is the ^highest paid officer 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[ 16 th Max., 


232 

in Bengal next to His Excellency the Governor. In 1922 his emolu- 
ments reached the enormous figure of Rs. 97,600. His average emolu- 
ments for the ten years 1920 to 1929 were over Rs. 4,500 a month, more 
than the pay of a High Court Judge. We have been told that Govern- 
ment have accepted the principle of fixed pay for him. But how far 
have we got? Then, what about the unclaimed dividend revenue account? 
It is I believe a very large sum. Last year I was informed that this 
amount was being checked by the Accountant-General and that Govern- 
ment contemplated introducing a legislation to transfer this amount to 
them. I suggested last year that that amount should be made over to 
our Ministers. The report suggested certain ecenomies in the matter 
of reduction in the number of Assistant Registrars and Court Clerks 
and reduction in the pay of the Registrar of Insolvency. What has 
been done in these directions I want to know. Then I ask if the recom- 
mendations made in the Report as to ensuring a greater output of work 
in the High Court have been carried out. The Report suggested that 
there should be Saturday sittings and holidays cut down so that the 
quantity of the output of work might increase. The Committee sug- 
gested that one Judge could easily sit on Saturdays on the Original Side 
and take up undefended cases and other matters and thus relieve the 
work of the other five days in the week, and it was stated that this 
suggestion was approved by the Bar. It is also suggested that the 
number of holidays should be diminished. Unfortunately there has 
been on the other hand an increase in the number of holidays. Then, 
Sir, the long vacation could easily be curtailed as has been done in 
England some years ago. If the above recommendations for increasing 
the output of work had been accepted then I think there would have 
been no need for appointing additional Judges. There would thus 
have been a great saving in expenditure. Sir, I want the Hon’ble 
Member to look into the matter and with his training and experience 
I have not the least doubt that he could effect considerable improve- 
ment in the matter. With these words, Sir, I move my motion. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: I think Mr. N. K. Basu might move his motion 
No. 310 at this stage. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: It is a different matter, Sir. 

* c 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why, does it not come under retrenchment? 
I think you had better move it at this stage. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,28,000 under the head “24 A — Administration of Justice— High 
Court” be radueed f by Rs. 100 (number of High Court Judges). 
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Sir, as has just been pointed out by my friend Mr. S. M. Bose in 
his Speech, the demand for the pay of High Court Judges has been 
increasing for some years and that is mainly due to the fact that for 
considerable periods in the year we have had to have additional Judges 
to deal with arrears of work. Sir, arrears of the High Court as are 
better known to the Hon’fde Member in charge of the Department 
to-day, than to me, are something appalling. Litigants who had tiled 
their first appeals as they are called as far back as 1930 are still await- 
ing to have their cases heard. So far as what are known as second 
appeals are concerned, we have possibly just finished the 1930 cases; 
but the bulk of the cases filed since 1931 are still to be grappled with. 
The same is the case with reference to what are known as miscellaneous 
appeals. These miscellaneous appeals, Sir, are from interhwutory 
matters and it is in the fitness of things that these cases should be 
speedily disposed of. But unfortunately the arrears even in miscella- 
neous appeal cases are, as I have said, quite heavy. Sir, one of the 
reasons which I think is responsible for this unsatisfactory state of 
things is (and I need hardly repeat to the Council the old well-known 
saying, that justice delayed is justice denied). What are the reasons*, 
why in spite of reforms in the procedure initiated by the High Court as 
a result of the labours of the Civil Justices Committee presided over by 
Sir George Rankin which was appointed in 1924 this state of affairs 
goes in '? I say. Sir, one of the reasons why this accumulation of arrears 
lias taken place is the absence of the permanent Judges from the High 
Court. It may not be generally known to the public outside the High 
Court what scandalous proportions this thing has assumed. As I have 
already said in connection with the arrears, the Hon’blc Memlier now r 
in charge of the Department is in a better position than myself to tell 
the House what the precise figures are; but for the last two years it 
has been the unfortunate fate of the litigants in the Calcutta High 
Court to find that one or more Judges are absent from court for mouth* 
together without leave — without any leave, Sir, which means 'hat not 
only no successor is appointed in his place but the work of the court 
also suffers. Had it been only a stray occurrence, nobody would haver 
minded it. But it seems to me that for the last two years the con- 
tagion has been catching, so that Judges, both Puisne and Chief, have? 
been absenting themselves from court for weeks at a time without taking 
any leave. It may probably be said that if a Judge falls ill or is indis- 
posed or is otherwise unable to come to court, it is better for the public* 
Exchequer th%t he shauld stay away without leave, because if he take* 
leave he has to get his leave allowance and the officiating man in hi* 
place would also get the full pay of the Judge; such an argument,. 
Sir, would be extremely fallacious. If the public are denied thtr 
services ©f their highly paid servants and that happens not once or 
twice, but for considerable portions of the working period of the High 
Court which, as has just been pointed out by Mr. 8^ M. Bose, is none* 
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too strenuous, and jf y5l deduct Saturdays and Sundays and the long 
vacation and the holidays I am quite sure that the number of working 
■days would be considerably less than half of 365 — I mean considerably 
less than 182 days in the year, I think it would come to about 145 or 
150 days in the year. If, Sir, out of these 145 or 150 days the High 
Court is without several regular permanent Judges for a considerable 
number of days then it is obvious that the litigant public suffers, and 
the amount of public funds wasted on account of this absence without 
leave, I would leave it to the House to judge for themselves. Sir, it 
may not be known to the members of the House but it is certainly not 
unknown to the Treasury Benches that the rules regulating the leave 
mid allowances of the High Court Judges have been considerably 
relaxed during the last few years. In fact, Judges are now entitled to 
more leave and leave allowances than they were entitled to before 1921. 
If aftr all this you have the spectacle of several Judges, sometimes one 
alter another, and sometimes one or more simultaneously, staying away 
from the court because they are not physically fit, then I submit it is 
incumbent upon them to take leave and allow officiating men to be 
appointed to carry on the w ork. Sir, I am conscious of the reply which 
may he vouchsafed from the Treasury Benches, namely, that the work 
done by an officiating Judge would not probably be of the same quality 
ns that of the permanent Judge. I shall studiously avoid making any 
remark about the quality of the work found out by the Judges, perma- 
nent or officiating, but 1 may say this: that it does not matter what the 
•quality of the work is, so long as the High Court gives its decision on 
< ttses and does not keep cases pending for an unconsiderahly long time. 
It is certainly better for the litigants in the long run and it is better 
for the public too. I submit, Sir, that this habit of keeping aw r av from 
the court without leave has now assumed an alarming proportion and 
the mere fact that this question lias not been raised in this Council for 
the last three years that this practice has been going on, when both 
Mr. S. M. Bose and myself have been members of the Council, is, I 
.submit, no justification for turning a blind eye to the case. With these 
words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 


Mf* H. 8* 8UHRAWARDY : One leels undoubtedly a great deal 
of sympathy with the reasons which have been advanced by 
Mr. S. M. Bose and Mr, N. K. Basu when criticising the administration 
of the High Court; but, Sir, we are met at the t very inception with a 
very serious difficulty and it is this, that I doubt very much whether 
the Government of Bengal or the Member in charge of the Administra- 
tion of Justice, is in a position to interfere in the internal administration 
of the High Court, or to give a warning to the Judges if they are 
absent from the court without leave. This is a matter, Sir, which is 
entirely within the purview of the Governmeut of India and the only 
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person who can I think take cognizance ol ffjg the Law Member of 
the Government of India or the Home Member, or the legislative 
Assembly. 

Dealing with the points which have been raised by Mr. S. M. Bose, 
so far as the Sheriff is concerned, I think Mr. Bose possibly knows 
that there is a movement on foot to the effect that the post of the 
Sheriff should be made honorary and, knowing that, possibly Mr. Bose 
has pushed it forward that it ought to be made honorary. A committee 
has been appointed and it is reporting and 1 believe that so far as this 
is concerned it has been accepted that in future the post of the Sheriff 
will be made an honorary post.* With regard to the Official Assignee, 
it has been pointed out for several years that his pay is very much 
higher than it should be and it is time that the Government took up 
the matter. When eminent persons are prepared to become High Court 
Judges on a fixed pay there is no reason why the Official Assignee 
should not be appointed on a fixed pay and why he should get as his 
further remuneration a certain proportion as commission what he is 
able to realise for the benefit of the creditors of the insolvents. 

The suggestion that Saturdays should be made working days, parti- 
cularly on the Original Side, lias I believe been vehemently opposed by 
almost every one, and I do hope that no attention whatever will be paid 
to it by the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Administration of 
Justice. 

As regards the question whether High Court holidays have been 
increased or decreased, I am not in a position to say to oiler any 
comments, but to many of us they seem that they are not sufficient in 
number. We have such a strenuous time when the High Court is in 
session that I do not mind if the holidays are interspersed between the 
working days. But as the question of holidays has been raised and as 
some of them are to my mind of sufficient importance to my community, 
I should like very much to know why and how during the last Id no 
holiday was given to us, and it was not declared a holiday under the 
Negotiable Instruments Act. One fails to realise, Sir, how this mistake 
occurred. Hitherto alternative days were mentioned in the calendar 
dependent on when the moon appeared. Oil this occasion, possibly 
because Sri Panchami happened to fall on a Saturday, Thursday ftnd 
Friday were definite]? fixed as holidays for the Id, although Id actually 
fell on Weduesday. Many of us could not attend court and in many 
instances I have been informed that cases were struck out owing to 
both the lawyers and the litigants not being present — this I say not of 
the High Court but of the district courts — and the parties had to make 
applications for restoration. But we do hope that in future, cither we 
should ge three days’ holidays for the Id or we should revert to the old 
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practice of holidays being declared, dependent upon whether the moon 
was visible on a particular day or not. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* I have to adjourn the Council now. 
Mr. Suhrawardy, perhaps you can continue <to-morrow, 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir, I shall consider my speech 
finished. 


Adjournmont. 

The Council was then adjourned till 10-30 a.m. on Saturday, the 
17th March, 1934, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proeeedhft of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Cofscil met in the Council Chamber in the Council House,. 
Calcutta, on Saturday, the 17th March, 1934, at 3 p.m. 

Present. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Hay 
Chacdhuri, kt., of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Ilon’ble Ministers, and 86 nom muted 
and elected members. 


BUDGET GRANTS FOR 193435 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

24— Administration of justioe. 

In the absence of the Hon’ble President and the Deputy President, 
Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu took the Chair. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN. We were discussing motions Nos. 308, 309 and 
310 together. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : I rise to support the motion moved by 
Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu in which he raised the question as to the 
necessity of the continuance of the same number of High Court Judges 
since Bihar and Orissa has been separated. Surely, Sir, the volume 
cf court work in the Calcutta High Court which used to have been 
transacted must have, as a result of the separation, considerably 
decreased. Under these circumstances, I fail to find any justification 
as to why the same number of Judges still continues to be in existence 
now that Bihar and Orissa is no longer within the province of Bengal. 

[At this stage Mr. Deputy President entered the Chamber and took 
the Chair.] m * 

Sir, the object of Government is to effect economy in all directions. 
If that be their real intention, then what I propose to suggest is this: 
On an average about 2,700 cases of law suits are being dealt with by 
the Original Side of the High Court in every year. These cases— at 
least 50 per cent, of them— can conveniently be tried by the Small 
Cause Court Judges up to the sum of Hs. 6,00Q. Then, if a civil 
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court is established, cases from Rs. 5,000 to Rs. 10,000 may he dealt 
with by this proposed court. There are 19 High Court Judges 1 — here 
I am subject to correction — and there may be some on a temporary 
basis. I have already said there is absolutely no justification now for 
retaining the same number of High Court Judges. That being so, 
you can without impairing in any way the efficiency of the administra- 
tion of justice, reduce one or two Judges from the Calcutta High 
Court. By this reduction of even one Judge from the High Court, 
you can provide four Judges in the promised civil court. There are 
rases in the High Court which were started sometime in the year 
1927. These cases are still kept pending. The Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the portfolio would perhaps' say that it is not, but I know 
definitely that there are such pending cases. However, be that ns it 
may, the pro]>osed court, if established, will be welcome by the public 
at large, for the simple reason that it will facilitate the speedy disposal 
of cases with the minimum of exjxmditure and with the maximum a i 
result to the great relief of all concerned. Further, you have a system 
of counsel or advocates for whom instructions have to be given by the 
solicitors. They have made the law suits very expensive and the 
reason is quite obvious. Sir, if the barristers or solicitors can defend 
their cases independently, then it will also minimise to a great extent 
law suit expenses. With these words, I support the motion of 
Mr. N. K. Basu. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, T regret very much 
that we have come to a point in the discussion in which I am afraid 
if the suggestions are carried to their logical conclusion, it will bring 
in such a large amount of jxditical influence on the High Court that 
it will be most undesirable. I think that to discuss my hon’ble friend’s 
suggestions about the fat salaries cf the High Court Judges and about 
the disposal of pending suits since 1927, etc., would bring in the 
High Court under jxditical influence which is most undesirable. Am 
I to understand that the Government of Bengal has used its political 
influence in the matter Y Or are they competent to judge whether 
a High Court Judge should receive Rs. 4,000 instead of Rs. 2,000 as 
salary or should dispose of five cases instead of three in the month. 
Mr. N. K. Basu has spent much eloquence about maintaining the 
dignity and prestige of the Bar and of the nigh Court. Will he kindly 
refnomber that there ought to be as few discussions as possible uWt 
the High Court, and even then it should be carried in a manner which 
might not in any way affect the prestige of the High Court. I deplore 
it very much, because it is not the first time that the High Court has 
been criticised on the floor of this House and that the salaries of the 
High Court Judges have been dragged into the arena of controversy. 

I will ask Mr. N. K. Basu that if he has a professional income of 
Rs, 8,000 to Rs. 10,000 a month would he agree to accept the High 
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Court judgeship? Is it toot a fact that it is very difficult to get from 
among ihe F senior barristers and advocates men who would accept a 
judgeship? They do not care to accept the High (Vmrt judgeship 
because their professional income will be affected. Sir, I certainly 
do not feel, as Mr. Basu seems to feel, that because a man can be had 
at Rs. 10 a month he would lx* given Rs. 10 without consideration to 
the nature of the work he is doing. I submit, Sir, that matters like 
those which have been mentioned in the House affecting the High 
Court are matters of detail and should be left to the High Court itself. 
I certainly cannot agree with men who have no experience of the 
workings of the High Court who come and say that the High Court 
Judges should have Rs. 2,000 or Rs. 4,000 a month and that there 
should he eight or ten Judges instead of sixteen or nineteen. I might 
as well say that if my friend Mr. Basu or my friend Mr. Syamaprosad 
Iftwkerjee takes up a brief before the High Court, he might easily 
gc- on arguing for five hours instead of finishing it in half an hour, 
Sir, the other day 1 went to the High Court and 1 saw a very big 
apical case being heard by a Judge, und it seems to me that it would 
take a good few days to finish the case. Clearly tin* quantity of work 
that a High Court Judge perfonns is not the criterion of wluit he 
should do. The value of the work of the High Court Judge should not 
be judged by statistics or by calculating whether he has disposed of 
three cases instead of five within a given time. These are matters 
of detail, and I think if these details are left to the High Court Judges 
themselves, thev would deal with them as best as they can. It would, 
however, he quite a different matter if there is such a state of things 
that Judges are sitting idly for want of work. If things ever come 
to such a pass, a remedy will he found as soon as possible, and then 
it would be t he duty of the Legislature to take up the question. 
Therefore, I think it is very undesirable to bring in all these details 
in the Legislative Council. 1 can quite understand the suggestion 
for the establishment of a city civil court, but that is altogether n 
different matter and in the discussion of these motions it is quite 
beside the point. I again repeat that all these details should be left 
to the High Court itself. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 regret very much 
that in his reply to Mr. N. K. Basu, Khan Bahadur Azizul Hnque does 
nu4^eem to have understood what Mr. Basu said yesterday. What W 
skid was that, the number of Judges is not sufficient in view of the 
fact that some of the Judges are in the habit of leaving the court 
without making arrangements for the works that they have left over. 
In view of this, Mr. Basu suggested that on an occasion like that or 
when a Judge falls ill, arrangements should be made so that the work 
of the court may not suffer. Mr. Basu’s suggestion was that on such 
occasions, the Judge may go on leave so that officiating arrangements 
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may be made for carrying on the work of*the court. $o # Ahis my 
friend, Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque, replies that the Heat’ll Judges 
should not be brought under discussion in this House wipch might 
make them subservient to political influence and things of that «m. 
Nothing of the kind was suggested by AJLr. Basu. All that Jte said 
was that in view of the circumstances mentioned, the work of the 
court, may not suffer. I can assure my hon’ble friend that neither 
Mr. Basu nor myself will yield to anyone for their endeavour in main- 
taining their dignity and the prestige of the High Court, as we have 
all along been brought up in the traditions of that court. I deplore 
the suggestion put forward by Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque, and I 
support the motion moved by my fridnd, Mr. Basu. 

Khan Bahadur AZIZUL HAQUE: On a point of personal explana* 
fion, Sir, I never said anything in reply to Mr. Narendra Kumar Balfe’i 
speech; I was referring to Mr. Banerji’s speech in ray reply to^3#y* 


The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: Mr. Dejutj 

President, Sir, the two points on which Mr. S. M. Bose concentrated 
liis attention, as far as I understand, were the question of the reofgani- 
sation of the Sheriff’s office and the Official Assignee’s office. 
doubt he touched ou two or three other minor points, but thes$ are 
the two principal points in his speech, and I desire to reply to t^em 
as briefly as I can. * 

After the Retrenchment Committee of the High Court reported 
somewhere in 1922, the question or reorganisation of the Sheriff’s 
office was taken up at once for the consideration of the High Court. 
A Committee of Judges, upon which I had the honour of serving, went 
into the entire question, including the question of having Sheriffs — 
who were not to draw any allowances whatsoever — examined the ques- 
tion and made its report. The report was forwarded to the Government 
of India, but for some reason or other the matter was losT sight of 
between the Government of India and the Local Government for several 
years and ultimately when the present Judicial Secretary arrived on 
the scene, steps were taken to have the matter brought to an early 
termination and with that view the High Court was approached and 
the Hon’ble the Chief Justice, Sir George Rankin, appointed a com- 
mittee consisting of the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Panckridge, the Judicial 
Secretary and the Registrar of the Original Side to go ( into the whole 
question thoroughly on the state of the records as then it was, and 
to submit a report which could be taken into consideration and upon 
which orders could be issued. The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Panckridge 
having announced his intention to proceed on leave early next month, 
he has been succeeded by the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Lort- Williams, and 
.1 can say that the present committee, os constituted, have already 
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held on$ yMf two meetings and are going into the question thoroughly, 
and we^d&spect that early report should be forthcoming upon which 
orders could be issued. The allowances drawn by the Sheriffs from 
1926 onwards have not been very large compared with the allowances 
drawn by their predecessors. I have got the figures here, and I find 
that the allowances are decreasing year bv year. The fees payable to 
the* Sheriffs have gone down consistently since 1926, and whereas in 
the previous years — I mean in the years preceding 1926 — allowances m 
sometimes came to about Rs.34,000. At the present moment the 
allowances are ranging between Rs. 5,000 to Us. 9.000. Last year, 
however, the surplus allowances payable to the Sheriffs came up to 
Rs. 15,000, but as far as indications go there is no chance of that 
figurfe being reached. It has to be remembered that the Sheriff, out 
of the fees levied by him, has to pay for the keeping up of his office, 
and' the allowances that I have already 8j>oken of are the surplus allow- 
ances arrived at after paying all expenses. The question of reorgani- 
sation of the Sheriff’s office may require legislative sanction, but into 
that I am not going at the present moment. All that 1 am now 
saying is that the matter is now under discussion and as such we are 
not in a position to state definitely what steps the Government of 
India as well as the High Court propose to take into the matter. I 
druat that from what I have said will induce Mr. Hose to come to 
the* conclusion that the matter is not lost out of sight and that at 
thf, present moment the Ilon’ble the Chief Justice is alive to the fact 
that this matter must be settled in the near future. There is no 
chnnco of the matter being slurred over or the matter being allowed 
to drift — the days of drift are over so far as the High Court and the 
Government are concerned, and tin* time has now arrived when an 
early decision should be come to. 

As regards the Official Assignee’s office, it is true that under the 
present arrangements the Official Assignee is entitled to draw a very 
large sum of money on account of remuneration, but here again the 
proposals of the legislative authority and for the reconstitution of the 
Official Assignee’s office are under discussion between the High Court 
“ and the Government of Bengal. As soon as the discussions are con- 
cluded, we shall be able to know definitely what lines of action Govern- 
ment are expected to proceed on. Hut I can assure the hon’ble member" 
that I am speaking from my j*?rsonal knowledge that the matter is 
engaging the earnest attention of the Judges, and it was hoped at one, 
time that the JIon’ble*Sir George Rankin, before he proceeded on leave, 
would be able to conclude the matter so far as the High Court is 
concerned, and would be able to lay before the Government definite 
lines of legislation to be embarked upon. Unfortunately, for reasons 
into which I need not enter, Sir George Rankin found himself unable 
to attend to the matter between January and February owing to various 
circumstances, and was unable to give his very valuable assistance to 
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$e ittlution of the Various points raised during the course of* the dis- 
cussion. But the matter is being considered by the Judge*, a|id there 
is no chance here in this instance also of the matter being overlooked. 
I think these are the two points upon which Mr. Bose concentrated his 
attention, and I think the answer that I have given will be considered 
to be satisfactory so far as he is concerned. 


Now I come to the motion of the hon’ble member who lately 
occupied the Chair. (Mr. Narkndra Kumar Basu : ‘‘That wag also 
a stop-gap arrangement.”) Sir, my friend seems to be very fbnd 
of the expression “stop-gap arrangement*” I can assure him that what 
he thinks as a stop-gap arrangement^ may be made permanent. The 
hon’ble member complained that the number of Judges was 16, and 
according to him the number of Judges might have been decreased 
with profit to the Exchequer and also because he thought that if* the 
Judges stay away from the court without taking leave that shows that 
a lesser number of Judges would have l>een in a position to cope with the 
business of the court and that the existing number of judges would 
not be required. Sir, I am sorry for more reasons than one that the, 
hon’ble member has made detailed reference to Judges staying away 
from the court without taking leave. Sir, what has happened during 
recent years is that in 1931 one Hon’ble Judge had the misfortune of' 
being a sufferer from a very acute type of typhoid fever. I w^ould not 
have gone into this matter were it not for the fact that a grievance 
has been sought to be made out because one Judge was not allowed 
by his medical adviser to leave his bed for four or five months together. 

J am speaking from personal knowledge, that the medical adviser at- 
tending on that particular Judge, on one occasion, told him in my pre- 
sence not to move from one room to another and that if he did so he 
not going to be responsible for his life. 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: On a point of order, Sir. 
Was he permitted to take leave? 


Tht Hoa'bJt Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: Yes, yes. The^ 
question of his taking leave was a matter between the learned Judge 
and the Chief Justice. (Mr. Nabendra Kumar Basu: “And tho 
phblic also.”) 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: On a point of order, Sir. 
Are we to understand whether the Hon’ble Member means that the 
particular Judge 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What is your point of order P 



ttai] - demand foe geant. 

Hr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Mv point of ortfr? i# 
thw: that if I want to ask a question can I not put it through the 
Chair? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, you can, through the Chair. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 want to ask, through 
you, Sir, whether this particular Judge was advised by his medical 
ndviaer to tahe leave? 

The HonWe 8ir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: What l said was 
that the question of a particular Judge taking leave nr not taking 
leave is, in the first instance, a matter between him and the Chief 
Justice, and in the second place, I submit, that these questions ought 
not to be discussed on the floor of this House. The High Court of 
Calcutta is under the administrative control of the Government of 
India: it is not under the control of the Government of Bengal, nor 
is it under the control of the memliera of this House. It is a matter, 
in the first instance, between the Chief Justice and the Judge, and 
m the second place it is a matter between the Government of India and 
the Judge, and in the third place, if any third reason is necessary, it 
is a matter between the Accountant-General and the Judge. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: On a point of order, Sir. Is 
it in order for the Hon’ble Member of Government to say that the 
matter under discussion is l>eyond the jurisdicion of the Government 
of Bengal which bears all the expenses of the High Court and this 
, Mouse which votes the demands ? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think the matter has already been 
disposed of by the Hon’ble the President, and he has ruled that this 
House is competent to discuss the matter. 

f Th# Hon’ble 8ir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: I am aware, Sir, 

1 t hat the matter has been admitted by the President that under the 
institution it is — 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: On a point of order, Si* 
Is the Hon’ble Member in order challenging the ruling of the Chair 
as he apparently intends to do? 

Mr* DEPUTY PRESIDENT: (To the Hon’ble Sir Charu Cbunder 
Ghoee) You cannot question the decision of the Hon’ble President. 

Tht Htn’Me Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: Sir, I do not propoae 
to aay anything further upon a question which seems to excite the 
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passion of several members of the House in an undue measure. This 
,is one instance of a Judge being away from the court without taking 
leave. There was another instance last year in which the Judge 
met with a serious riding accident. He would have lost his legs 
had he not been detained in hospital by, the advice of his medical 
adviser. 


Bflbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, would you do me the 

favour of asking the Hon’ble Member whether in this instance also 
the Judge was forbidden to attend the High Court? 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHlfNDER CH08EM1 the hon’ble 
member had patience to listen me out, then he would have heard 
what I was going to say. I want to make it clear that the Judge in 
question spent a considerable portion of his time in bed on judicial 
work. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: On hearing cases ? 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: I am speaking from 
personal knowledge. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: May we share in that know- 
ledge? (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: The Hon’ble 
Judges are themselves aware of these facts— and that should not in 
the ordinary course happen— and I believe that these are the solitary 
instances which happened and that no such instances will occur in 
future. At any rnte, with this explanation all rational-minded people 
should be satisfied. I sincerely trust that what I have explained will 
satisfy the hon’ble memliers on that side of the House. 

One hon’ble member complained that although at the time of the 
inauguration of the Patna High Court the number of Judges of the 
Calcutta High Court were 19, even now the number is 19 although 
Patna has gone out. I desire to say this: that at the time of, the 
creation of the Patna High Court the Secretary of State decided that 
16 Judges including the Chief Justice should be the normal strength 
of the Calcutta High Court. The Secretary oP State went on to say 
in his Despatch that additional Judges should be taken in as often as 
necessary , and when so required. After the Despatch of Lord Crewe 
it became apparent that the volume of litigation could not be disposed 
of with 16 Judges and, therefore, an application was made to the 
Secretary of State, supported by the Government of India, that a 
permanent Additional Judge should be brought in. The Secretary of 
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State accepted the proposal of the Government of India, and, accord- 
ingly, we have been going- on with the normal strength since 1923w. 
At the present moment there are 16 permanent Judges in the High 
Court. It was only last year that two temporary Additional Judges 
were brought in for the purpose of clearing arrears which have 
accumulated so far as the criminal side was concerned. I might 
inform the House that with the help of these Additional Judges and 
the permanent Additional Judge the arrears were practically wiped 
out. But during the vacation and the months following, there was n 
further accumulation of work and as a result of that, Government 
were asked to lend to the High Court two Additional Judges to add 
to the normal strength of the High Court, which consists of 16 Judges 
and not 19 Judges. As a matter of fact, we have not seen in the 
Calcutta High Court 19 Judges sinee the days when a separate High 
Court was established at Patna. If there is any impression that that 
was the case during the days of Sir Lawrence Jenkins, l think that 
impression is divorced from facts l>ecuuse such an impression, if not 
corrected, would convey a false idea. We are all anxious— when I 
say “we” I mean the Government as well uh the Judges— that the 
arrears should la 4 disused of as early as possible. But so Ion# as the 
volume of litigation goes on as it is at the present moment, there is no 
help. I might mention in this connection that although professional 
incomes have decreased very considerably, the number of filing's still 
continue to lx* very heavy. Over and above this there is an accumula- 
tion of work to be disposed of. I submit that the repercussions of these 
years will lx* felt, say, in 1937 or 1938, hut at the present moment we 
are straining every nerve to disjMme of the arrears — arrears of cases 
which have been instituted in the mu fas sal some years hack and which 
had been bled here in the High Court in days when the economic cut — 
to use a fashionable expression — had not been felt. The House will 
take it from me that even - individual Judge is most anxious to put in 
a whole day’s work in the court and further that the arrears should 
}>e brought down to the narrowest jxjssihle limits as early as possible. 
One hon'ble member referred to cases jxmding from the year 1927. 
But from a minute examination of the facts and figures, I can say 
that the 1927 cases are scarcely still on the pending list of the 
Original Side. Of course I will not go so far as to say that there 
are not one or two such cases still pending. 


There is one point which I should like to clear up. Very often 
the delay in the disposal of cases on the Original Side is due to the 
litigants. I know of such numberless instances. Where the litigant 
is active, bis case is disposed of quickly. But where the litigant has 
at bis disposal all tactics and ingenuity which the human mind can 
devise, the delay is inevitable in the disposal of cases. We have made 
rules that under Chapter XIII-A 
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Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: These rules are made by the 
High Court and not by the Government. '• 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNOER CHOSE: It is true that these 
rules are made by the Government of Incjia and not by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. These are the words I wanted to say and did say, 
and I believe any reasonable man would have understood my language. 
These are all the remurks I wish to make on motions Nos. 308, 309 
and 310 and I say that I must oppose them and desire to add that I 
oppose every one of them. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: Having heard 1, the explanation given by the 
Hon'ble Member, I beg leave to withdraw my motions with the leave 
of the House. 

The two motions of Mr. S. M. Bose were then, by leave of the 
House, withdrawn. 

Mr. Narendru Kumar Basil’s motion was then put and lost. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I beg to move that the demand 
of Its. 1,28,000 under be head “24A — High Court” he reduced by 
Its. 100. 

Sir, in bringing forward this motion, I shall confine myself to the 
grievances of what are known as the lower grade assistants of the 
office of the High Court, because it is their euse that demands the most 
sympathetic, consideration from this House. I hope I shall not again be 
charged with having brought the High Court into the political arena. 
In fact, Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque, who tried to draw that red 
herring across the trail of the previous discussion, made certain remarks 
which I do not know whether to admire most for their impudence or 
their ignorance. Sir, for a person, who is not connected with the High 
Court, to pose as having the interest of the dignity of the High Court 
more at heart than one who has spent hi* life in the High Court, and 
W'ho has not only served the High Court from his position at the Bar, 
but in various committees appointed by the nigh Court to look into 
the administration of the High Court’s working of different rules and 
things of that sort, I submit is sheer impudence. And then the 
remarks made by the Khun Bahadur made it abundantly clear that bis 
remarks were marked by ignorance of the true facts. 

Sir, so far as the present motion is concerned, I shall show that the 
Government of Bengal has consistently ignored not only the facts of 
the case, but the representatives of the Judges in this matter. Sir, we 
have here to-day in the present Judicial Member, one whose connection 
with the High Court is still recent, who has been the head of that 
court for some time, and who, as we have just seen, has not yet 
managed to forget that he is no longer in the High Court. I hope, 
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Sir, that if h^ brings his experience as a Judge, and an Acting Chief 
Justice, to be#^upon this question, and to force it upon the attention 
of his colleagues in the Executive Council and the Cabinet, I am sure 
the poor assistants will have what they want. The question of the 
poor pay and prospects o£ the assistants in the Calcutta High Court 
was brought forward in this House three years ago, and the then 
Judicial Secretary, Mr. K. 0. Nag, who I may say in passing was not 
a member of the Indian Civil Service as the Hon’ble Member has said a 
few minutes back — he in his reply stated that “as to the nature of 
the work done by the lower division assistants of the Secretariat and 
the clerks of the High Court, all I can sav is that the work done in 
the High Court is no less responsible than the work done by the 
Secretariat.” These are the facts, and if you will kindly allow me, I 
will give you certain figures. Under the recommendation of what is 
known as the McAlpin Committee the lower division scale of pay in 
the High Court was reduced. Before 1919 the scale was Rs. 40 to 
Rs. HO, whereas the scale in the Secretariat was lls. 40 to Rs. 100. As 
a result of the McAlpin Committee, the scale for the High Court became 
Rs. 45 to Rs. 125, whereas that for the Secretariat was Rs. 60 to 
Rs. 150. You have just seen that the Government spokesman in 1931 
admitted that the work done by the assistants in the High Court was 
no less responsible than the work done by the assistants in the 
Secretariat. In this Council in 1921, a resolution was passed that the 
same scale of pay ought to apply to the assistants in the High Court 
as well as to the assistants of the Secretariat. Government unfortu- 
nately have paid no heed to that resolution. Then there was the High 
Court Retrenchment Committee in 1923 over which Sir Alexander 
Muddiman presided, and one of the results of their recommendations 
was that the upper division of the service of clerks in the High Court 
was abolished. That is to say, that the prospects of the lower division 
clerks were further curtailed, and there was, ns was nutural, a feeling 
of deep discontent among the members of the staff of the High Court. 
Upon that, the Hon’ We the Chief Justice recommended that at least 
a selection grade of Rs. 150 to Rs. 200 might be created for bettering 
the prospects of the staff. The Bengal Government turned this down. 
Well, Sir, the Chief Justice again made another representation to the 
Bengal Government, that the same scale of pay might be given to the 
High Court assistants as to the Secretariat assistants. Wefi, Sir, again 
that was turned down by the Government of Bengal. Then agffin, 
Sir, when the mattee of improving the prospects of the lower division 
staff was again represented to the Chief Justice, and the Chief Justice 
made a recommendation to that effect to the Government of India, 
here again the Government of Bengal intervened, and the recommenda- 
tion has not been given effect to. It might be news to the members of 
the House to learn that the lower division clerks of the High Court 
are recruited as a result of the same examination as the lower division 
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clerks of the Secretariat. Why, under these circumstaijees, the Ben- 
gal Government should refuse to pay the same salary to the High Court 
assistants, who do as much responsible work as is done by the Secre- 
tariat clerks, is a mystery, and something, which no normal person can 
fathom. But in my suspicion, the reason hps become apparent within 
the last week. You know, Sir, that there was a tremendous cry from 
the country that you cannot get anything done in the courts or in the 
offices unless you paid something to the ministerial assistants. I was 
under the impression that the Bengal Government was anxious to see 
that this form of corruption should terminate and cease as quickly as 
j>ossible. But when I found the other day Government members 
running into the lobby against a cut to stop corruption in Government 
offices, I understood that their point of view was that there ought to 
be corruption in the lower ranks of the ministerial staff in courts and 
offices, because the Government of Bengal felt that it does not pay these 
ministerial officers an adequate salary and therefore they throw it open 
to these assistants to add to their income and make a living wage by 
taking us much from the litigants or seekers of information as possible. 
If that be the reason, why the Bengal Government refuses to pay a 
living wage to the assistants of the Secretariat, let that be so, blit if 
that be not the mil reason, then T submit that there is absolutely no 
reason why the assistants of the High Court should not he paid at least 
the same wages as the assistants in the Secretariat. I think that the 
ITon’ble Member who, as I have just said, is just fresh from the High 
Court and the Secretary to the Government who has himself been 
Registrar of the High Court and knows the inner working of the High 
Court and knows the amount of output of the lower division clerks in 
the High Court, will put their shoulders to the wheel and see that the 
lot of these poor assistants are not allowed to continue to be as miser- 
aide as it is now. 

[The Deputy President vacated the Chair at this stage and the 
President occupied it.] 


The Hon’ble sir CflARU CHUNDER CHOSE: Mr. President, Sir, 
there is no harm whatever in saying at the outset that the assistants in 
the High Court do work the full day’s measure always, but from ray 
experience of the High Court, to which reference has been made by 
the hon'ble member, I can say this, that the wo$k turned out by, the 
High Court assistants is more or less of a routine nature ; a good dealUf 
their work is of a routine nature, and that work cannot 
really be compared with the work of the assistants in the 
Secretariat. In the Secretariat the assistants are the best paid 
clerks, but that is because of the fact that the nature of their 
work is altogether different from the work turned out by the 
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High Court assistants, and you cannot turn out the work in the Secre- 
tariat if you follow a routine style. The second point that I desire to 
make is that the question of the pay of the High Court assistants is 
mainly for the Chief Justice . 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8US He has made his recommenda- 
tion. 


The Hon’ble 8ir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: If the Chief 
Justice has made his recommendation during recent years, and if that 
has not been considered, I shall .undertake to see that they will receive 
full consideration. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Hut that was turned down by 
the Government of Bengal. 


The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CH08E • I am new to my 

present office and I have not had the time to familiarise myself with 
the literature of the subject, but I will do so. As regards the pay, that 
is principally also a matter for the Chief Justice. But you must 
remember that these High Court assistants have got always open to 
them the posts of Assistant Registrars and Bench Clerks which are 
really highly paid posts. Any man with a moderate amount of intel- 
ligence can rise to those i>osts. There is no reason to think that these 
posts are not open as an incentive to the people who enter the High 
Court as assistants. With these words I oppose the motion. 

Mr. Narendra Kumar Basil’s motion was then, by leave of the 
House, withdrawn. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 1,28,000 under the head *‘24 A — High Court” lie reduc- 
ed by Its. 100 trules of the Appellate Side authorising a Judge sitting 
singly to dispose of second appeals up to the value of Rs. 500 at their 
final hearing). 

Sir, I have tried to indicate mv intention of bringing forward a 
motion of this nature for the reason I have mentioned. It is to rafse 
a di&cussion i^garding the rules of the Appellate Side authorising a 
JWge sitting singly to dispose of second appeals up to the value of 
Rfi. 500 at their final hearing and to suggest that the same be done 
away with as causing want of confidence in the administration of jus- 
tice upon which the stability of the Government considerably depends. 
I remember to have raised a discussion of a similar nature before, but 
it is regretted that no attention has been paid to*i|. It is still more 
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, regretted when one finds that the august body in the High Court seems 
to forget that it is the highest tribunal in the land and there should 
not occur in the minds of the people any want of confidence regarding 
the dispensation of justice. 

Sir, it is perhaps well known that suits Have to be instituted in the 
lowest courts having jurisdiction to entertain the same. Against 
orders in suits of the values up to Its. 5,000 there is an appeal to the Dis- 
trict Judge and subject to certain limitations, there is a second appeal 
to the High Court. Whatever the provision regarding these second 
appeals is there in the Civil Procedure Code, the practice now is that 
these second appeals are placed for preliminary hearing before a Divi- 
sion Bench consisting of two Judges, when, as figures show, at least 40 
to 50 per cent, of these appeals are summarily dismissed, and in this 
case no notice is issued upon the other side at all. There is no rule nor 
any provision anywhere by which one Judge sitting singly can hear 
these appeals at the preliminary hearing. After admission, there is a 
process for causing notices to be served upon the respondent and for the 
records of the lower courts Wing called for w ith which I do not propose 
to deal, as it is not necessary for my present purpose. 

Now r , Sir, after these second appeals are ready for final hearing, a 
division is made between those not exceeding Rs. 500 anld those exceed- 
ing Us. 500 in value, irrespective of the merits or complications or any- 
thing of the kind that may be involved in those appeals. Those of the 
former, namely, those appeals not exceeding Rs. 500, are heard by a 
Judge sitting singly at the final hearing, though, as I have said, it 
required two Judges for their admission at the first hearing. The ques- 
tion is if this method has done any good at all or if it has hampered 
with the administration causing a failure of justice or want of confi- 
dence in the administration of justice. I hope, Sir, it will not be 
denied that the stability of a Government depends upon, amongst other 
things, the confidence the subjects have in the administration of jus- 
tice as also upon the maintenance of peace and order. If that confi- 
dence is shaken to any degree, the stability of the Government is also 
shaken to the same extent. It requires a little explanation on my part 
to make the position clear to the House. You w ill find, Sir, that Part X 
of the Civil Procedure Code empowers the High Court to make rules 
fo$ the purpose of regulating their own procedure and procedure of the 
civil courts subject to their superintendence. These rules are subject to 
the sanction of the Government under section 126 of the Civil Proct- 
dure Code. 

Now, Sir, only a few years ago the practice was that these second 
appeals at the final hearing used to be heard by a Bench of two Jndgea, 
for it must always be admitted that two heads are always better than 
one. But* Sir, th$re came a time only a few years ago when an idea 
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towards disposal came to the forefront even in the High Court, and per^ 
haps this has gone ahead of justice in its true sense. Here also they 
have failed as I shall show presently. But even then the rules only per- 
mitted appeals valued up to R 9 . 50 to be disposed of by a Judge sitting 
singly, and with a right of further appeal before a Bench of two Judges 
under clause 15 of the Letters Patent. The latter rule is also now 
changed by which the right of an aggrieved party is considerably res- 
tricted. Sir, everybody knows and admits it to be correct that human 
institutions amongst which are also included the courts of law can 
never he perfect. And nobody takes any exception to anything which 
is done in a court of law with proper care anld caution and with an 
anxiety to do justice. It has* often been judicially observed that a 
Judge, as a human being if he is entitled to do anything, is certainly 
entitled to make mistakes. The question is when there is a suspicion 
raised in the minds of the litigant public and their agents that the 
ideal was no more kept in view, the whole situation becomes very pain- 
ful as it results in a want of confidence in the noblest of institutions. 
For it has been judicially observed on more occasions than one thut not 
only justice is to be done between man and man coming before a court 
of law for that purpose, but that they must feel that justice is really 
being done. Now, Sir, iiobcidv can question — much less the Bengal 
Legislative Council the quality or personality of the Judges of the 
High Court after they are appointed by His Majesty the King Emperor 
on the nomination by the local authorities. But a man is a man after 
all. Following the rules regulating the appointment of the Judges of 
the High Court, we have seven Judges who were originally membeis 
of the English Bar and five of them are members of the Indian Civil 
.Sendee and four only are members of the Indian Bar recruited from 
the Iwdy now called the Bar Association of the High Court ; one of them 
is still an Additional Judge, being retained for one year only. 

Sir, I shall not indulge myself in discussing the relative merits or 
qualities of these Hon’ble Judges, as I consider that to be improper for 
myself. But, Sir, you will find that of the three thousand and more 
second appeals annually preferred to the High Court, more than two 
thousand are below Its. 500 in value. It is well known that the value 
of the homestead of a poor agriculturist may be very small, but thut 
may he his all in all in this world. Because he comes to the High 
Court for justice, he cannot be denied the same because his is a sifiall 
matter not filing Jor any interference by personages like the High 
Court Judges. 

Again, if one Judge’s decision he perfectly correct or if it could 
have inspired that confidence in the public mind as that of a Division 
Bench Consisting of two JHidges, there was no necessity of any appeal 
to the High Court, for they had the decision already from one Judge 
in the district court, and some of the High Court Judges were Distrirt 
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Judges themselves. Is it intended to convert the High Court into 
the courts of the District or Subordinate Judges? The position must 
be made very clear now. 

Sir, I must not be understood to cast any reflection upon the High 
Court. And I yieM to none in my respect for that highest tribunal of 
the land nor in the desire to maintain its high traditions and good name 
as the fountain of all justice. But, Sir, time has come when things 
should not be done in a way which might raise any the least suspicion 
in the public mind, and there should not prevail any tendency in the 
High Court for disposal of cases at the cost of justice. The rules now 
made, therefore, should be changed for ^he old one of hearing all second 
appeals by a Bench of two Juidges at the final hearing. 

I am sure the present Hon’ble Member in charge of the portfolio of 
Justice will bear me out when I say that there have Wen Judges who, 
sitting singly, have heard cases and passed one judgment in one way; 
when the matter is mentioned and some mistake is pointed out in his 
judgment, he cancels his judgment, hears the matter again and passes 
a judgment in an absolutely different manner. It is mentioned again 
to the Judge who hears it a third time and ultimately passes a judg- 
ment, half and half. Next, there have been Judges who have taken two 
days in hearing a simple case of this type and at times takes a day 
and a half to jwiss his judgment. Again, there have Wen Judges whose 
judgments could very well have been printed and made to fit in with an\ 
ease, for in their judgments they only said that they had examined the 
records and there was nothing for their interference and in that view 
they dismissed the same with costs. 

One little point I would like .to mention Wfore I sit down. The 
Civil Justice Committee noted in their report that both the litigants and 
their advocates would like to do their eases before particular Judges ankl 
would not like to do the sume before others and the committee deprecat- 
ed the idea. But they forgot that an idea like this showed that the pub- 
lic hod confidence in one set and none in the other, while everyWdy 
knows that whether best or worst, no Judge can make both the contend- 
ing parties Wfore him win nor lose. 

I say, therefore, ouce again that it is high time that matters should 
be so adjusted in the highest tribunal of the land that they would enjoy 
the i confidence of the public, to judge whose actions are they placed 
there by divine dispensation and not merely by chance. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
|‘the House. 

! Khan Bahadur Mtulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir. I oppose this motion 
of Mr. Mukunda Behary Mulliek, in spite of the fact that in his last 
speech he tried to attribute certain things to me, but I will not imitate 
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hia manner nor the cheek and platitude with which he spoke about me 
last time. I regret very much that my friend Mr. Narendra Kumui 
Basil, leaider of the opposition and of whom I always speak with respect, 
has sometimes got the tendency of forgetting that there are also 138 
members in this House who are as much entitled to attention as he is. 
I am speaking on the motion. He attributed that I am ignorant of the 
High Court procedure. Most of us know to our cost how the work is 
carried on in the High Court. I really deplore that Mr. Mukundu 
Behary Mullick should have referred to the details of the procedure of 
the High Court. I feel that when my friend has referred to them he 

has got certain things before him. Either he should have been frank 

enough to tell us what they exactly are, or he should certainly refrain 
from referring to a point which he is not prepared to disclose. Admit- 
ting Mr. NnrenVlra Kumar Basil’s charge that we are all ignorant of 
the High Court procedure, we are to take the facts, and if he says that 
one Judge does pass a judgment which is applicable to all cases, it is 
very difficult for others who are not so intelligent as they are to pass 
an opinion on them. Therefore, I think it is very difficult foi us to 
discuss the motion as it is, although I think we could have done so if 
the system under which the High Court works were questioned. All 
that I submit is that accepting that in the High Court 

hundreds of cases are l>eing decided for which no appeal is 
permissible to be heard by a Judge sitting singly, f am 

not prepared to say that liecause a case is beard bv a single Judge, 
therefore the people should lose their confidence in the judiciary. Wo 
know, Sir, that under the Bengal Tenancy Act and under the Civil 
Procedure Code thpre are certain things against which appeal does not 
lie. Those cases are heard in their original jurisdiction by a single 
Judge. Surely, it cannot be contended that because it is heard origin- 
ally in a jurisdiction from which no appeal lies, therefore no justice is 
done. Law, Sir, has somehow or other to be taken subject to its limita- 
tion. I quite realise that there are cases from which, even though it 
concerns a matter of Rs. 10, no appeal lies. There are intricate matter* 
of law involved in it, but my friend Mr. Mullick admits that, where 
there are any intricate points of law to 1 h» decided even in a case valued 
at Rs. 10, relief is always open to every litigant to take it on appeal 
to a higher court, though under certain conditions. 

Mr. NAR£NDRA KUMAR BABU. But not unless the Judge who 
tried the case gives a certificate. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: My friend at last admits 
that relief is open when a certificate is given. But be knows very well 
that when an appeal is going to be preferred to the Privy Council tbe 
High Court has always given that permission. Ami it has never been 
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complained that because the Judge has decided in one wa # against a party 
that Judge has ever refused permission to appeal. Even admitting for 
the sake of argument that this is a system which is likely io lead to such 
a situation in which a party might feel a grievance on a really intri- 
cate point of law, it cannot be contended that his remedy is not open 
to uny court and that the Judge who tried his case will stand in the way 
of his moving a higher court. I must, therefore, say, Sir, that suffi- 
cient facts have not been placetd before the House to come to a conclu- 
sion as regards the system itself. All that my friend had possibly in 
mind was perhaps an individual complaint which he personally felt 
within the jurisdiction of the High Cour/, and he has perhaps ventilated 
that grievance in this House. 

Th« Hon’bfe Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: I rise to oppose the 
motion of Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick, and in doing so I desire to 
mention that the system of single-Judge sittings had its origin not in 
1862, when the High Court was first established; but it had its origin 
in the spacious days of the Sadder Deicani Adalat , and when it came 
into existence in 1862, it inherited the system from the Sudder ])e\cani 
Adalat. It is perfectly true that for some years the system of single- 
Judge sittings was kept in abeyance; but Lord George Hamilton, when 
he was Secretary of State for India, pointed out. that there was no 
reason whatsoever why single-Judge sittings should not he resumed and 
why the matter should not he examined afresh. The matter was 
examined afresh in Sir Francis McLean’s time and it was then resolved 
by a majority of Judges that the system of single-Judge sittings as they 
used to obtain in the days of the Sudder Deicani Adalat should he 
resumed. Well, in the days of Sir Francis McLean, the system gave 
great satisfaction. I remember the profession in those days used to 
insist upon a particular Judge — there is no harm in mentioning his 
name, now that he is dead — Mr. Justice Rampini being always sent to 
preside over a single-Judge Bench in the High Court. He had an 
unrivalled knowledge of the Bengal Tenancy Act and of the land laws 
of Bengal. I believe I am absolutely correct in saying that in no single 
instance was a judgment of his upset in letters Patent Appeals before 
the High Court. But it is not. every day that you come across a 
Judge of the type of Justice Rampini or of Justice O'Kinnealy; they 
werp giants in those days. The Civilian Judges that I saw in my 
youth, they were all giants in those days, and whatever may be the 
judgment passed, people accepted their judgment* as if that was the 
last word on the subject and nothing more was to be gained by carrying 
the matter on appeal on letters Patent Appeal. Their successors have 
tried to follow in the foot-steps of these giants and whether they have 
succeeded or not, history alone can tell us. But there is no reason 
whatsoever for condemning the single-Judge sittings because in one or 
two instances mistakes have been made. If mistakes bave been ma'de. 
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tikftre is always 4&e letters Patent Appeal open to the litigant and in 
recent days the vfyil Justices Committee have contrasted the proce* 
dure obtaining in various High Courts in India and they recommended 
that single-Judge sittings should be given a further trial. That view 
was accepted by the Government of India and by the Government of 
Bengal, and the High Court is now giving the single-Judge procedure 
a further trial. The matter would be examined ufteer a lapse of, say, 
four dr five years, and it will be open to the profession and to the 
litigant public and to those members of the Council who take an interest 
in these things to make suitable representations to the Chief Justice, 
and I have no doubt that if these representations are properly worded 
they will be duly considered. But as I sav, at the present moment I 
am unable to agree that the single-Judge system has proved a failure. 
One hon’ble member interjected that two minds were better than one. 
Well, Sir, as an abstract proposition there may be something in this 
view, but it is not always that two minds are better than one. One 
mind which has gone into the matter and probed into the facts with 
care and attention is often the better mind of the two when two Judges 
are sitting together, and if there is any grievance felt, there is always 
the Letters Patent Appeal open to the litigants. It is not a question 
of additional cost, because the same paper book could be used and 
every word that has not been said hut that could be said, or what could 
have been attended to but was not attended to by the trying Judge, 
could always he attended to on a letters Patent Appeal before three 
Judges. 

I was glad to bear from Mr. Mullick that he considers that the 
High Court still remains the palladium of justice. These sentiments, 
Sir, are all to the good and if they are translated into action and prac- 
tised, then there is no fear for the High Court even in a Council not 
consisting wholly of lawyer members. But if the hon’ble member haft 
got any reasonable grievances and if he will kindly furnish me with a 
catalogue of those grievances, I will undertake to see that they are 
conveyed to the High Court in the proper quarters. I trust that after 
this explanation, the lion ’hie mover will see his way to withdraw his 
motion. 

Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick ’s motion was then, by leave of the 
House, withdrawn. 

• 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA3US I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,28,060 under the head “24A—High Court” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (revised sale of charges for preparation of paper books in second 
appeals). 

Sir, an raising this question before the House, I desire to bring to 
the attention of the members of the House who do not ordinarily prac- 
tise in the High Court-— I mean the lawyer-members # as well as of thoae 
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who though not High Court lawyers, yet mayilave to figure as liti- 
gants in the High Court — the system which has recently been intro- 
duced with regard to the paper books in second appeals. I might tell 
the members not connected with the High Court that the words “paper 
book” connote a cop}' of the record made for, the purpose of the decision 
of a case in the High Court. So far as what are known as first appeals 
are concerned, that is to say, appeals to the High Court from the > 
judgment of a Judge of a court below, namely, a District or a Sufc*? 
ordinate Judge, in a case valued at over Rs. 5,000, there are printed 
paper books consisting of pleadings, evidence, oral and documentary, 
(from the court below and all relevant papers. As regards those paper 
books my motion does not touch them,* and I shall not deal with them. 
But in second appeals, that is to say, where the litigant has had one 
appeal in a district court in cases below Rs. 5,000 either the appeal 
has been heard by the District Judge or the Subordinate Judge, in those 
teases also paper books are prepared for the use of the Judges of the 
High Court. In olden times, Sir, these paper books used to consist of 
the translation of the plaint, the translation of the written statement, 
the judgment of the court of the first instance, the judgment of the 
.appellate court and the grounds of appeal, ordinarily. I am not talk- 
ing of extraordinary cases where on a requisition of the parties certain 
♦documents might also have been translated and included in the paper 
books. Well, Sir, formerly the paper books in second appeals were 
prepared in the High Court (translation was made in the High Court 
office) and litigants had to pay Rs. 7-8 each, appellants, as well as 
respondents, in order to l>e furnished with a copy of the paper book. 
But then a few years ago a splendid system came into existence, that 
is to say, from the paper books the pleadings were removed, only the 
two judgments and the memorandum of appeal to the High Court were 
printed and for this precious paper book the appellant was required to 
pay Rs. 15 and the respondent Rs. 7-8. I might mention, Sir, that in 
recent years — I am talking of about 20 or 25 years ago — the invariable 
system in the High Court has l>een that when a second appeal is filed 
it is put up before a Bench of two Judges for hearing under what is 
known as Order 41 (R. 11) of the Civil Procedure Code, rir., whether 
the appeal should be admitted or rejected. For the hearing of this 
appeal under Order 41 (R. 11) an appellant has got to make at least 
three copies of the judgments of the lower courts and a memorandum 
of appeal typewritten, or printed if he so likes. He has got to furnish 
n copy for the second Judge, one copy to his Advocate and perhaps 
■another copy for the Junior Advocate, if there is more than one. Well, 
$ir, what the profession and the litigant public want to know is that if 
the High Court can do with these typewritten copies at the time when 
the appeal is heard, why cannot extra copies be made for the final hear- 
ing? Therefore, the profession and the litigant public made a repre- 
sentation to that effect and what was the result? They asked for bread, 
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but they got stone. "The new system, which has come into operation 
from the 13th November last, says that in the case of second appeals 
exceeding Rs. 50 in value, that is to say, Rs. 50 to Rs. 5,000, the 
court has decided to dispense with printed paper books, but the litigant 
will have to pay Rs. 10. ,For what? He will have to get four copies^ 
typed in the offices of the court, two to be used by the court and two to 
he given to the parties to be used both on first appeal and final appeal. 
As I have said, it is common knowledge that there are many cases. I 
believe the percentage^ more than 60, which are rejected at the first 
hearing, so that there is no final hearing at all. Then again, in order 
to enable the litigants to file appeals, typewritten copies of the judg- 
ment, for the use of their own lawyers, must be made at the time of 
filing the appeal. I do not think that it is possible for any man to file 
an appeal without having a copy of the judgment of t lie lower court. 
If at least, one copy must be prepared by the litigant, it is easy for him 
to make four copies; at the same time, if the court asked for four copies 
to he supplied, or two copies — one for the Court and one for the office — 
for the preliminary hearing, that could be done very cheaply also. 
What is the reason for asking that this Rs. 10 for the typewritten 
copies should he paid by the litigant for the purpose of having type- 
written copies made. I submit that this is nothing more or less than 
taxation under another name. I might remind you that statistics 
would show that the number of appeals of the value of Rs. 100 is by 
far the larger, and the amount of court-fees for the memorandum of 
appeal would not exceed Rs. 8-4; Hut all the same he has got to pay 
Rs. 10 in order to have (he doubtful privilege of having two type- 
written copies made out for the court and the office. Why such a rule 
has at all been brought into existence is rather difficult to say. One 
reason, may he that the Paper Hook Department, with regard to first 
appeals created after the notorious Edgley Ohculur of 1921, has got 
to be maintained. This is a department which hus been in existence 
fur some time and which would not exist unless more money were taken 
from people who are not connected with first appeals at. all. I sub- 
mit that for the highest court of justice in the land to resort to this 
means of keeping alive a department, whose existence is of doubtful 
propriety, is not at all fair, and this extra taxation upon the litigant 
public is unwarranted. The liar Association, of which I have the 
honour to be the President, made a representation to the High Court 
before this rule was issued and pointed out that this rule could not be 
justified either on principle or on grounds of expediency; but the High 
Court chose to publish these rules and to bring them into operation 
without paying any heed to the remonstrances of the litigant public or 
of the JJar Association, f hope that this Council will be well advised 
to, unanimously, show its indignation as regards this question by 
accepting my jnotion. 

17 
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Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Mr. President, Sir, with 
your permission I beg leave to move motions Noe. 314 and 318, which 
stand in my name, together. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you can do so. 


Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Hs. 1,28,000 under the head “24A — High Court” be 
reduced by Ks. 100. « 

I also beg to move that the demand of Hs. 1,28,000 under the head 
“24A — High Court” be reduced by Re. 1. 

Sir, the subject of this motion of mine has reference to the costs lor 
the paper book realised for second appeals up to the value of Rs. 500 
from the litigants. It. may be clear to the House what is meant by a 
paper book, as has just been explained by m\ friend Mr. N. K. Jlasu. 
It is a printed or typed book used in the High Court only at the time 
of final hearing of appeals. 1 shall not sa\ anything regarding the 
first or miscellaneous appeals. That is not the subject of my discus- 
sion now. I shall confine my remarks only to t lie second appeals. 
Now Sir, all second appeals are heard under Order 41 (R. 11), Civil 
Procedure Code, by a Bench of two Judges. The rules hitheito have 
been that at the time of hearing the papers are to l>e supplied by the 
appellant for the use of the court consisting of two Judges. The copy 
for the Senior Judge is the certified copy of the judgments obtained* 
from the lower courts while that of t lie other Judge consists of the same 
papers, but there are typewritten according to the rules. Both these 
copies are retained in the office and form part of the court lecord. 
Now, Sir, at this preliminary hearing man\ appeals are also summarily 
dismissed, giving a finality to them at once. And when the papers 
supplied by the appellants are found sufficient and proper at that time, 
there is no reason to think that these copies will not he so found at the 
final hearing by one or two Judges. In this case also neither the 
appellant nor the respondent is to make any deposit in appeals whose 
values do not exceed Rs. 50, and which are heard by one Judge. When 
the rules have empowered a single Judge to hear appeals up to the 
value of Rs. 500 whatever might be said of the*.appenhs above that 
value, there is no reason why the typewritten papers will not he found 
sufficient in those appeals that are heard by one Judge only. In appeals 
up to Rs. 50 these copies of the court are applied by the office at the 
final hearing and the same methods can be adopted in other appeals as 
well. But, Sir, this cannot be. You will be startled to hear the 
amount of money realised under this head from the litigant# — both the 
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appellants and the respondents. It may be assumed that this sum is 
realised from the parties to cover the cost of printing, etc., of these 
paper books. 

The rules originally were that both the appellant and the respondent 
were required to pay Rs. 7^ and if there was any extra cost it had to 
be borne by the appellant, but in those days the paper books contain 
the pleadings, the plaint and tiie statement besides the judgments of 
the two lower courts and the memorandum of appeals. There are cases 
which it is difficult to follow without the pleadings; but these rules 
were changed and the pleadings are no more inserted in the paper l>ook. 
The papers now inserted in the paper ln>ok are the same as are supplied 
in type by the appellant at the first hearing. The rules of the court 
further say that in case any of the parties want to use any document, 
including the pleadings, the same have to In* translated if they are 
not in English and then type-copied and supplied to the Bench tor its 
use. They do not generally use the original records. The cost to be 
paid by the appellant was Rs. 15 in lump, regardless of the volume of 
the paper l>ook in all second appeals exceeding Ks. 50 in value with 
an addition of IN. 2 for each analogous appeal if there he more than 
one, though the papers are the same, und though l>eyond printing the 
nuinher of the appeal on the cover of the paper book nothing more is to 
he done at all. The respondent up till recently was not required to pay 
anything, hut if lie required a copy of t he printed paper lunik, he would 
have to purchase the same on payment of annas (> per page, subject to 
a maximum of Its. 7-8. The rules underwent a further change, and 
these new rules, while maintaining the position of the appellant, said 
that the respondent had to make a deposit of Rs. 7-8 just when he 
entered appeaiance and with a further sum of Rs. 2 for each analogous 
appeal. These rules are interpreted in a still more startling way. For, 
if there is more than one jespondent in one appeal and if for some reason 
or other all the respondents cannot appear all at once, for ever\ subse- 
quent appearance by other respondents in the first instance there is 
the payment of Rs. 2 as court-fee for the Ynhalattuima for putting in 
appearance and then a sum of Rs. 7-8 for the paper hook. You will 
pardon me, Sir, when I say that this cannot he characterised as any- 
thing else than a mere judicial extortion. What right have you, I 
ask in the name of that justice or law which you profess to administer, 
to take this money from the litigants w ho have paid you enough in the 
shape of court-fees in three courts for that justice which they feel they 
have a right t# ask f*r? Should the High Court be made subservient 
to the Executive and the former he made an instrument for the realisa- 
tion of the money in the name of administration of justice to fill the 
coffers of the State? Calculate for a moment the total amount that 
comes up to in this way in over 2,500 appeals, and the papers in most 
cases are not voluminous. I maintain that in view' of the papers which 
had hitherto been supplied by the appellant at the first hearing there 
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was no uppity for the printed paper book as it did not contain any 
additional paper. And whatever may be said of appeals over Rs. 500 
which are heard by two Judges at the final hearing, there is no justifica- 
tion to have printed paper books in appeals of lesser value as there is 
no such thing in appeals of the value up. to Rs. 50 for all these are 
heard by one Judge and disposed of by him. I say, therefore, that this 
is absolutely unnecessary and the same should be immediately done 
away with. 

With regard to motion No. J18, my simple ground is this: As there 
is no necessity for any paper book being deposited by either of the 
parties in second appeals below Rs. ,50 in value which are heard by 
Judges sitting singly, there outfit not to be any necessity for any cost 
being deposited by parties in appeals of the values between Rs. 15 and 
Its. 500 as these are also heard by Judges sitting singly. The litigant 
public may very well he saved this unnecessary burden. 

With these few words. Sir, 1 beg to commend mv motion, to the 
acceptance of the House. 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 1,28,000 under the head ^-Administration of 
justice— High Court” he reduced by Rs. 100. 


Ml*. PRESIDENT: I hope you will not he very long, Haji Sahib. 
1 he guillotine falls at 12-84 and you should he able to give the Hon’ble 
Member an opportunity to reply. 

He made a speech in Rengali in support of his motion of which the 
following in a translation: — 

Sir, I propose a cut of Rs. 100 out of the demand of Rs 1 28 000 

.« regard the H«gh Court, with the object of raising a discus^ as 
to the costs of printing. 

I whole-heartedly support the speeches made on this subject by mv 
friends, Messrs. Namidra Kumar Basu and Mukunda Behary Mullick 
who spoke from firsthand knowledge. The amendment of ‘the Court- 
tees Act by the Government has already thrown great difficulties in the 
way of poor litigants seeking for final disposal of their cases in the 
High Court. The provision for increasing the cost of printing will 

l l il l : Tc llffil ' U "; if . n0t al,,, * e,her ' m P°*sible for them to come 

2h„ Jr }h *\ ( T' * 18 in<Wd a matter ot 8ur Prise that 

although paper books are not required unless appeals «re allowed, yet 

the costs of printing must be paid. I am given to understand that this 
fresh taxation has been designed with a view to provide for a certain 
number of officers on the High Court staff. To charge printing coats 

aarr' “T * strik r as »*• “«**** » 

1 , am . a S ° m rompletf n ?reement with the motion on the 
system of trial obtaining in the High Court brought hy my friend 
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Mr, ifeijiunda Behary Mullick, Those Hon'ble Judges of the High 
Couii whj) sit singly to hear civil cases are mostly recruited from among 
the District and Sessions .Judges unacquainted with the mode of High 
Court %riala and the High Court rules. A further tragedy is this, that 
no appeals would lie at present against the finding of these Judges. 

My time-limit being over, I stop here under the request of the 
Hon’ble President. 

The Hon’ble 8ir CHARU CHUNDER CH08E: I beg to oppose all 
these motions and my reasons are as follows: — 

This question of paper hooks’wus never raised at any time before 
1920. What happened in 1920 was that the Privy Council sent a more 
or less peremptory letter to the various High Courts in India pointing 
out that the paper Ixioks were badly prepared and most incorrectly 
printed and sometimes they were lacking in important deficiencies, 
such as absence of material documents and so on and so forth. When 
this letter reached the Calcutta High Court, the late Sir Asutosli 
Mookerjee was then officiating as Chief Justice and lie appointed a very 
strong committee to go into the whole question of the preparation of 
the paper hooks and they then decided that rather than the preparation 
of these paper books being undertaken by the vakils as they were called, 
the office should take upon themselves the preparation of these paper 
lvooks. Well, it was then contemplated that all the various paper 
hooks, the paper hooks in appeals of the value of Hs. 10,000 and up- 
wards and in the case of second appeals of the value of anything over 
Us. 50 to Ks. 5,000, and miscellaneous appeals, and in fact, all manner 
of appeals, should he prepared in the office of the High Court. That 
gave rise to a lot of dissatisfaction on the part of many of the rakth 
who were in the habit of preparing these appeals. The matter was again 
examined hv a committee in the late Sir Lancelot Sanderson’s time, a 
committee on which the hon’ble member who has raised ibis question 
was himself on. That committee recommended eeitain revision of the 
rules and those rules were adopted by the High Comt 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Only in tirM appeals. 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CH08E : Yc«, ftr*t appeals 
and also, I believe, second. # 

Mr. NAR^VlDRA* KUMAR BA8U: No, that wub expressly out of 
the purview of that committee. 

The Hon’ble 8ir CHARU CHUNDER CH08E: At any rate, later 
on also certain revision was made in the rules relating to the prepara- 
tion of second appeals. That system went on until the Government of 
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India raised the question of the Paper Book Department being^ self- 
supporting department, that is to say, it ought not to be dr^ggfa m 
the tax-payer. From time to time since 1923, the question of tUI pre- 
paration of paper books and the maintenance of the Book 

Department at the minimum cost has been ( under examination,* atpl it 
is only quite recently that the bed-rock limits were reached, ancrthe 
Government of India were apprised that until the bed-rock limit of a 
few thousand rupees was accepted, it would be impossible to have a 


Paper Book Department and it would be impossible to give effect to the 
i acommcndut ions of Their I/>rdships of the Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council. Sir, however that may be, the present discussion has 
nothing to do with the first appeals. 1 The complaint is, with regard 
to second appeals, and an attempt is being made to charge Rs. 10-8 
from the appellant as soon as the appeals are filed. Well, Sir, it is an 
axiomatic truth that a litigant must furnish the court which hears the 
case with a proper, complete and correct record of the matter involved 
in his litigation. For that purpose it is necessary that the two Judges 
must have correct copies of < he transcript and the litigant’s legal 
advisers must have the same copies; otherwise there will be difficulty 
in following, If one reads from page 1 and the other other from page 
•’> 1,0 progress will he made in the disposal of the case. They must 
have the same copies, the same paging and the same matter correctly 
described by the litigant’s advisers. All, 1 say, must have the same 
set ot paper books, and it is only reasonable that the respondent who has 
got to answer the appellant’s case must have the same papei book. 
The only change that has recently been made is that before they are 
heard, under rule 11, at the time of filing the appeals, the appellants 
must help the office in the preparation of paper books, and it is neces- 
san for the appellant s advocate to prepare the paper book himself. 
Aery often the paper books prepared by the appellant’s advisers were 
found to be defective (Question.) and it is to remedy this state of things 
another Committee of the Judges went into the matter and suggested 
that these new rules might he given a trial. These rules are admittedly 
not permanent, and these rules have been published in order that they 
may he given a trial and if any real defects are experienced, I have no 
doubt that the Bar Association, as Mr. Basu explained, the President 
will take up the matter and will bring to the notice of the Judges all 
their grievances. I have no doubt that if the grievances are set out 
iit a proper manner and brought to the notice of the Judges in a proper 
manner, the High Court in its present constitution wijl give all the 
attention that the Bar Association may desire to make. I think there 
is no reason to think that these rules should not be given a proper trial 
by the Judges and by the co-operating litigant public. I have no 
doubt also that aiyr defects that may be brought to the notice of the 
High Court will lie rectified. With this explanation, I trust the 
hon’ble member will la* satisfied. 



n 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


MS 


Narendra Kumar Basu's motion being put, a division waa taken 
following result : — 


AYES. 


Afttl, iwenA Kk*t)i ■slwa«if Kbaa 

AN, InM Maasaa. 

Bsktl, Maalvl tyai MaJM. 

Baat rH, Hr. P. 

Barmaa, Iski Prtmbari. 

•as*, Mr. Nartaira Kamar. 

Obaaibari, Kbaa Babaiar Maalvl Alimauamaa. 
Obaaibari, Kbaa Babaiar Maalvl Hafltar Rabmaa. 
Obaaibari, Baba Ktsbari Mabaa. 

Cbaaibary, Maalvl AMal Bbaai. 

Cbawibary, NaJI Bail Ahmai. 

Bbaaibanr, Maalvl Baral Abtar. 

Das, Ral Babaiar tatyaaira Kaaiar. 

Casafli, Maalvl Bar Rabmaa Kbaa. 

PariaNah, Maalvl Mabammai. 

Baba, Baba PrstaHa Kamar. 

Mapaa, Kaxi Emiaial. 

Kbaa, Kbaa Babaiar Maalvl Maaxsam All. 


MaKI, Mr. R. 

Mlttra, Baba tar at Obaaira. 

MtaMa, Kbaa Babaiar Mabammai AMal. 
Maakarjaa, Mr. lyaaupratai. 
Makbapaibaya, Ral UWI tarat Obaaira. 
Maftttk, Mr. Mabaaia Babary. 

Rabmaa, Mr. A. P. 

Ral Mabasat, Maalaira Bab. 

Ray, Baba Amalyaibaa. 

Ray, Baba Kbattar Mabaa. 

Ray, Mr. bbaati Ibabbaraaarar. 

Rats, Mr. 4 . B. 

Raat, Baba Naaaal. 

Ray, Mr. Urat Kaaiar. 

Ray Obaaibari, Baba Nam Obaaira. 

•aa, Ral Babaiar iagasb Obaaira. 
laa Oapta, Dr. Raraab Obaaira. 

Ihab, Maalvl AMal Namli. 


NOE8. 


Abmai, Kbaa Babaiar Maalvl Kmaiaiiia. 

Bal, Baba LalH Kamar. 

Bal, Ral tablb tarat Obaaira. 

Barma, Ral tablb Paaehaaaa. 

Batlr tliila, Kbaa tablb Maalvl Mabammai. 

Bass, Mr. t. M. 

Battamlay, Mr. 4 . M. 

Obaaibari, Dr. Jagaaira Obaaira. 

Oabaa, Mr. D. 4 . 

Carry, Mr. T. A. 

Das, Ral Babaiar Kamial Kamar. 

Datt. Mr. 0. t. 

Itftay, Mr. R. B. A. 

Partpai, tbs Naa’bla Raarab K. B. M., Kbaa 
Babaiar. 

Fa areas, Mr. L. R. 

Pargataa, Mr. R. H. 

Bbaaa, tbs Maa’Ma Blr Ohara Chaaiar. 

Bbaxaavl, tbs Haa’bis AlbaiJ Havab Babaiar Ur 
AMalkarlm, at DMaar. 

ONabrtat, Mr. R. R. 

BlaiilaB. Mr. D. 

Baba, Mr. P. H. 


Nau. Mr. 0. P. 

Nasal a, Raarab Masbarrat, Kbaa BabMar. 
Kbaa, Mr. Raaaar Rabmaa. 

Mafatra, Mr. L. T. 

Media, Mr. 0. M. 

Mttter, Mr. B. 0. 

Rag, Rsvaraai B. A. 

Hag, Baba lab Lai. 

HaaJmeiila, tbs Naa’bla Mr. Kharaja. 
Rabesm, Mr. A. 

Rabmaa, Mr. A. F. M. AMar>. 

Ray Obaaribary, Mr. K. 0. 

Rati, IN Naa’bla Mr. R. R. 

Ray. tba Naa’Ma Ur B4)ay PraaM Uagb. 
tabaaa. Baba latya Klakar. 
tartar, Ral Babaiar Rabat! Mabaa. 
tea, Ral tablb Akabay Kamar. 
tea, Mr. B. R. 

Teareeai, Mr. N. P. V. 

Wilklasea, Mr. N. R. 

WRHaam, Mr. A. iaB. 

Waaibaai, tba Naa’Ma Mr. 4 . A. 


“Ayes” being 36 and “Noes” 43, the motion was lost. 

Mr. Mukunda Beharv Mullick’s motion (No. 318) was then put &pd 
lost. 

9 • 

BalHl AMULYADHAN RAY: I beg to move that the demand of 
Its. 1,28,000 under the head “24A— High Court” he reduced by Its. 100 
(present system of appointment of Subordinate Judicial Officers). 

Sir, there is not much time at my disposal. Therefore, I shall read 
out first section 90B <2) of the Government of India Act. It says that 
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the Secretary of State iu Council may make rules for regulating the 
classification of the civil services in India, the methods of their" re- 
cruitment, their conditions of services, pay and allowances, dis- 
cipline and conduct. And we are told that the Secretaiy of StfLfe made 
rules to the effect that recruitment in the provincial services should be 
made on the result of the examination by a permanent selection $>m- 
mittee or purely by nomination. If it is done purely by nomination, 
then it should be done with the consent of the Governor-General. The 
Civil Court Act, however, says otherwise. Under that Act the High 
Court nominates and the Government of Bengal makes the appoint- 
ment. Why the Civil Court Act has not been amended ? Our 
grievance is that we cannot approach the authorities in the 
High Court. We can approach the authorities in Writers’ Buildings, 
The claims of our candidates are totally ignored bv the High Court. 
Therefore, when we are going to have provincial autonomy, I think 
the next Government ought to have control over men who will be 
their servants. The Civil Court Act should be amended and the power 
of appointing munsifs should l)e taken away from the High Court. 

(The time fixed for the discussion of the demand having Wen 
reached, the guillotine was applied.) 

Balm Amulyadhan Hay’s motion was then put and lost. 

The main demand under head “24 AdniinNtiation of Justice** 
was then put and agreed to. 


DEMAND FOR CRANT. 

25 — «iails and convict settlements. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: On the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor, I beg to mo\e that a sum of Its. 43,08,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head ‘*25 — .Tails and convict settle- 
ments.” 

I do not propose to take up the time of the House iu speaking at 
length nn this demand except to mention what is apparent to anyone 
who has studied the budget figures and that is, tl*at the f sum for which 
I move the demand to-day represents a decrease of a sura of Rs. 5 
lakhs as compared with the budget estimates of 1933-34 and a sum of 
Rs. 2 lakhs as compared with the revised estimates of the samet year. 
The reason for this is as follows: The main saving as shown in the 
revised estimates is due partly to the fact that the requirements under 
the heads “Clothing and bedding of prisoners,” “Dietary charges” 
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and /‘Pay of establishment” were overestimated and also it was partly 
due to the fall in prices of foodstuffs and other such things. The 
explanation is that when the estimate was framed, it was decided that 
it was necessary to make provision for a larger jail population than in 
fact actually occupied the jails during the year. It is extremely diffi- 
cult to make an accurate estimate of this sort of thing, especially in 
the abnormal time in which unfortunately we are living. That is the 
explanation of the overestimate. It is fortunate that extra expen- 
diture has not been necessary and a saving accrued on this account, 
I do not think there is anything else to which 1 should draw the 
attention of the House, and the House will have ample time to deal 
with all aspects of the jail admtnistration in the course of discussions 
on the cut motions. 

Motion fok rkih ction ou rkki s\t.. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 5(i,0()0 under the head ‘“J5A Jails Superintendence*’ 
be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion with a view to raise a discussion on the condi- 
tion of the detenus and political prisoners in jail. I mow* it with u 
view to record my emphatic protest at the treatment accorded to these 
detenus und political prisoners. The House is aware that on the 
authority of a law passed by I hi- House, tin* Government of Hengul 
have detained about *,000 poisons without trial. These unfortunate 
men are knojMi as detenus. Some of these persons have been placed in 
village domicile, others have been kept in the jails of Bengal and 
still others have been kept in jails outside the province. Detention 
without trial is in itself a \en ohjeet lonable thing, but- detention of 
persons in jails outside the province and in far aw.i> places is worse. 
Sir, when we passed that measure in this Council we had no idea that 
the persons arrested under that Act would be spirited away at the 
sweet will of the Govern men t and lodged in jails far away 

from their own hearth and home and far away from the 

people of this province. The policy underlying this detention of per- 
sons in jails outside the province must Ik* challenged. Hitherto, Gov- 
ernment have submitted no explanation for their conduct. Their 
attitude has been that in public interest they want to remove these 

persons from ,Bengai. What that public interest is is not known to 

the public. Some of these persons have been detained at Deoli. We 
from here can exercise no control over the persons there. They are 
more or less under the charge of the local authorities there, but are 
maintained bv the Government of Bengal. While the Government of 
Bengal have undertaken to pay the expenses, they exercise very little 
supervision. It is a condition of things that mtist # be very awkward. 
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When any grievance in raised before the Government of India imobn- 
nection with these detenus at Deoli, there is always the attempt to 
shirk the responsibility and to throw it on the head of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. If a person asks for an interview, there is nof autho- 
rity there to sanction that interview; he is referred to the authoritieain 
Bengal. When an application is made to the Government of Bengal, 
their attitude in the matter is also inexplicable. There is no provi- 
sion to examine the condition of the persons detained there by ^jpn- 
otficial visitors from Bengal. If the Government of Bengal pay tor 
the maintenance, it is fair that they should exercise control over^lfeft 
persons there. It is desirable that the Government of Bengal sho*tf, 
appoint from Bengal non-official visitors who may examine the stityl'* 
of affairs prevailing there. In that way the Government of Bengal can 
to a certain extent pacify public opinion in this province. In the 
absence of non-official visitors from Bengal all sorts of rumours find 
currency in the province, perhaps some exaggerated, but all the same 
the effect is that a great amount of discontent is prevailing in the 
country. I would suggest that if the Government of Bengal could 
appoint certain persons as non-official visitors — persons of Bengal who 
are in the confidence of the people -and if a report is made by these 
persons td the effect that the situation is not so black as it is some- 
times believed to he, it may do some good at least. But in the absence 
of any such assurance Deoli has come to be looked upon as a place where 
the persons detained are exposed to great hardship and even torture. 
Kven, Sir, the accusation is that the deaths that occurred there are not 
natural deaths hut due to oppression and also due to negligence on 
the part of the authorities there. Sir, I may draw the attention of 
the House to the fact that no one seems to accept responsibility for the 
slate of things there. Sometimes the authorities of the camp there 
are held responsible, and sometimes the hospital authorities where 
these persons are sent for treatment; hut it is always difficult to fix 
responsibility for the occurrence of such incidents. I do not blame 
the local authorities there, because these persons have been placed in 
their hands, perhaps against their will, and naturally there is some 
reluctance to accept responsibility for these unwelcome visitors. Now, 
why should the situation he allowed to drift in this way? Why can- 
not the Government of Bengal accept full responsibility in the matter 
and take full charge of the persons detained? This sort of dual con- 
trol gives rise to great trouble. Now, Sir, when a person falls ill 
there, there is always delay in sending informatiua to his relatives. I 
sav there ought to be an arrangement by which thet relatives of any 
person who fall seriously ill should be informed of it at the earliest 
possible opportunity. Sir, I would press on the Government the desir- 
ability of abolishing these jails for detenus outside Bengal. But if 
this is not at all possible, I would suggest that the control exercised 
over the condition of things by the Government of Bengal should be 
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mof* effective, and they should take into confidence the people of this 
proruice who enjoy the confidence of the public by appointing them 
as non-official visitors. 

Sir^next 1 will come to the condition of detenus lodged in Bengal 
jails. Sir, here too also there is a lot of hardship. A detenu lodged 
in one of the detention camps, apart from the detenus lodged in jails, 
fares very badly. Sir, we hear of all sorts of trouble in these camps 
aqjf^ails. But I shall leave the camps alone because perhaps they 
do not come under this head : I shall refer to the detenus lodged in 

t . When you detain persons, why do you keep them in jails ? 
m there is camp for the detenus, why place them in jails? In jails 
are naturally a divordnnt iuctor, he< a use while they have to be 
treated in one way the ordinary prisoners are treated in another way. 
A jail is a jail and different standards ot treatment in the same jail 
naturally arouses a certain amount of dissatisfaction. A jail ought to 
l>e a jail and those who are lodged in jails ought to be treated, if they 
belong to the same class, in the same way. A political prisoner who 
has been convicted and lodged in a jail finds that be is treated in a 
different ;.vuy and the ordinary prisoners also feel the same. 1 w i Id not 
call them offenders, but there is a tendency on the part of Government, 
in spite of their inability to sen ire a coin iction, to treat them as offend- 
ers and lodge them m jails and treat them in a different manner, and 
naturally the convicts feel a certain amount of discontent if they find 
that they are treated in a diffeient way. Although, Sir, I do not say 
that this grievance on the part of the ordinary convicts is reasonable, 
blit, human nature being what it i^, they do feel this grievance, and I 
feel that if the Government abolish this policy of detaining the 
detenus in jail, they can undo some of the mischief. 

Now’ I will come to the treatment accorded to the political pri- 
soners in jail. I know, Sir, that Government, under the Jail (’ode, 
do not officially recognise anything as “political prisoner,” but still 
there are some persons who are known as political prisoners and there 
is no denying the tact. In recent times there has been considerable 
trouble in connection with these political prisoners. Of course, poli- 
tical prisoners in connection with the civil disobedience movement are 
very few, but political prisoners convicted of terrorist offences form the 
bulk of the prisoners who are known as jjolitical prisoners. Here, too, 
treatment accorded to the civil disobedience prisoners during the l&it 
few’ months com%in for a lot of criticism. Resjiectable persons who 
enjoy the confidence of the people and have influence with the public 
were very badly treated in some of the jails in Bengal for most trivial 
offences; for their refusal to humiliate themselves by observing the 
absurd system of “ Snrhnr Sal am,” some of these prisoners were punish- 
ed. Of course, under the pressure of public opinion, the Government of 
Bengal has at la^t come down and removed the grievance. But I ask, 
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Sir, why should the Government of Bengal expose itself to such criti- 
cism by allowing then subordinates to take action which may not find 
favoui with the public or which may be considered as objectionable? 
Sir, I hope the* lesson that ihe Government of Bengal has received will 
be sufficient, and they will now adopt rule^ in connection with the 
treatment of political prisoners which will not give rise to trouble in 
future. 

Then, Sir, I may draw’ the attention of the House to the political 
prisoners who have been convicted of terrorist offences. Sir, I may; 
refer to the latest trouble in the Alipore Central Jail. In that jail » 
large number of these prisoners went *on hunger strike for certain 
grievances from which they could not get redress. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT : Are you referring to political prisoners? 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Yes, Sir 

The HofVble Mr, R, N. REID: He is referring, Sir, to political 
prisoners c onvicted of terrorist offence. 1 do not think that it can come 
under this. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT : As tar as I understand the hunger strike pro- 
bably had nothing to do ,.vith political piisoners m the sense in which 
it has been used in the motion now before t he House. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I ma\ point out, Sir, that 
when I raised this question in this House, the answer given to me by 
Sir Chum ( ’bunder Ghose was on the basis that they were political 
prisoners. I know that under the Jail Code Government do not recog- 
nise political prisoners as such, but when I put a question a few days 
ago. Government accepted them as political prisoners. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Government hit' never accepted that 
position, Sir. 

Dr, NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: Is it not a fact that some 
of the civil d i s< >}**<! ience prisoners were also on hunger strike? 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: That may be possible; but I stick to 
the point that they were not political prisoners. 
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Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: I do not know what 
position the present Hon’ hie Member in charge of Jails U now going 
to take, but the position taken up by lu* immediate predecessor. Sir 
CSharu Ch under Ghose, was quite different. When 1 put a short- 
notice question to Sir (\ •('. Ghose l mentioned |Kilitical prisoners iu 
that question, and his reply to that question was on the basis of 
jxditieal priaoneis. I do not know' how Mr. lteid can resile from that 
position honestly. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: But 1 ^would like to know the actual facts? 1 
I put it to you to say if you are really of the opinion that you are 
referring to political prisoners. If you are not. | lease do not laUmr 
the point 


Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Mv p,int about the 
matter is that as I have been able to bring Government to the position 
that they accepted such prisoners as political prisoners I am entitled 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, I have got a copy of the reply 
which the Hon’ble Sir Chant (’bunder Ghose gave on the floor of this 
House, and I can find no use of the words “political prisoners” in his 
reply anywhere. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: But does he not find 
the w'ords in the question put by me? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you had better accept the statement ol 
the Hon’ble Mr. Reid. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 accept that statement 
if Government in the meantime have resiled from their position. 

• 

Mr. PRESIDENT: K veil from my position of neutrality, I could 
make out that you were not referring to political prisoners. 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: However, Sir, if that is 
your ruling 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. You cannot reasonably make a 
grievance of it — you have moved a motion in which you expressed a 
desire to deal with political prisoners and detenus only, but in fact 
you were referring to a class of prisoners who do not come under that 
category. 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKHAREWAR RAY: Sir, it is very difficult 
for me to make any distinction because I do not know whether all 
the political prisoners went on hunger strike or not, but my information 
is that there were some civil disoliettience prisoners who did go on 
hunger stirke. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have no objection to your referring to them. 


Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: M\ i*>int is that these 
prisoners of the hlnulr<ilol\ class ought to be given special treatment. 
Sir, the trouble begins when the Govei nment do inti follow a consistent 
policy. My charge against the Government of Bengal L that during 
the last few years they have l>een changing their attitude from one to 
another. At first these civil disobedience prisoners are treated accord- 
ing to one standard. Later on, they changed the standard and all the 
present difficulty is of their own creation. I would ask the Govern- 
ment of Bengal to take a reasonable view of the thing. I understand 
that the attitude of the Government of Bengal is not to create un- 
necessary trouble in the jails. If 1 correctly interpreted the attitude 
of the Government of Bengal, my humble suggestion is that they 
should always treat these men kindly and not raise unnecessary trouble. 
Ihey should not be fond of inflicting pinpricks to these prisoners. 
After they have got them inside the jail, they ought to l)e generous. 
All these political prisoners will have to be released sooner or later, 
and let not their feelings be wounded, and by this you will earn their 
gratitude towards Government. In that way you will be able to do 
the gTeat task of reconciliation. You should not be inspired with the 
idpa that it is your duty to crush these |>eople because they had the 
courage to stand against the Government or because they had the 
courage t organise opposition. Sir, I would asl? the Government to 
adopt a policy of sympathy only, and I do not ask the Government to 
accept something very terrible. That has been the policy adopted by 
all civilised Governments, and I only ask the Government of Bengal 
to follow' the footsteps of all civilised Governments. Sir, you may 
treat a man like Pandit Jawahnrlal Nehru with contempt, impose 
restriction after mtriction on him; but what T ask is, you must try 



imi) 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


271 


to gain him to your side by showing that Government is not guilty. 
For all these considerations 1 ask the Government of Bengal to adopt 
a more reasonable attitude in the matter of treatment towards political 
prisoners and detenus in jails. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Mr. President, Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 56,000 under the head “25A — Jails — 
Superintendence'* be reduced by Re. 1. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Its. J, 60, 000 under the 

head “25 A — Jails — Subsidiary Jails’* bo reduced bv lie. 1. 

* 

Sir, in moving my first motion I beg to draw the attention of the 
House, through you, to the condition in the l)um Dum jails in view 
of the existence of the wire-netting which is provided for the intei- 
vjewers of the families of the detenus and other res |*»e table persons. 
Sir. man\ members, who have not seen the wire-netting and ha\e not 
gone there to see what M»rt of wire-netting is provided and bow the 
interviewers are permitted to see their friends or relatives through the 
wire-netting, cannot make out their grievances regarding the wire- 
netting- affair. Several times in this Council questions about this wire- 
netting and their difficulties were described by different members of 
thi* II (iiim*, and the answers that the Government gave were not very 
encouraging and convincing. The idea that is given to this House is 
that between the prisoner and the interviewer there is a small wire- 
netting wall through which interviews take place. But, Sir, that is 
not the real fact. The real tact is that the prisoner stands within an 
enclosure made of wire-netting and about 8 to 12 feet, apart from that 
there is another enclosure made of wire-netting and in this enclosure 
the interviewer, is allowed to stand. The latter is thus temporarily 
for the first time made a prisoner inside that enclosure and through 
that enclosure he will have to speak to the prisoners. This is the 
case also with the prisoners who hapj»en to 1h» inside that enclosure. 
Ladies and gentlemen and the relatives of the prisoners have to inter- 
view with this disadvantage. PYom this distance of 8 or 12 feet and 
from inside an enclosure of wire-netting those ladies w'ho got to inter- 
view their husbands are subjected to this sort of humiliation. This 
is really a grievance about the wire-netting system in the jails. The 
grievance was trough* to the notice of the Government several times, 
but no heed is paid to it. Sir. I again implore the Government to 
consider this matter and see whether they can alter this humiliating 
condition. So far the Government have supported this system under 
the pretext that the interviewers do not behave properly or do not regu- 
larly observe the jail rules and regulations and. therefore, they are 
obliged to put this wire-netting. This is not a wire-netting as it i* 
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ordinarily understood. If that has been the case, I think the grievance 
would be much lesser and also the reason that the interviewers do 
not observe the jail rules while interviewing can be easily removed if 
simply there is a wire-netting between the prisoner and the interviewer. 
If that has been the case, I think there will be very little to grumble 
about this matter, but it is really a very sad thing that even the ladies 
who go to interview their husbands are also subjected to this sort of 
humiliation. They will have to speak to their husbands from a distance 
„ of 8 to 12 feet and that also through a wire-netting. This is the sort 
* of grievance which really aggravates disaffection towards Government. 
It is not a good thing to have this grievance in the interests of the 
public a* well as the prisoners. Sir, with, these words I commend 
my first motion to the acceptance of the House and also for the mature 
consideration of the ITon’ble Member in charge of the jails. I do not 
know, Sir, whether the Hon’ble Mr. Reid is at present in charge of 
this portfolio. (Voices : “Yes, yes, he is the Member in charge now.”) 
T hope that he will go personally and see the disadvantages of the 
interviewers and also of the prisoners in this respect, and he will not 
merely depend upon the reports that are sent to him. I hope that if 
be insects these places the defects will be remedied. I am certain 
that if he looks into these grievances, he will be the first man to remove 
them. 

While moving my motion No. 870, 1 beg to draw the attention 
of this House to some of my questions which I bad tabled this seBiion 
and unfortunately the answers that were vouchsafed were very dis- 
appointing. The condition of the Hijli Jail und the ill-treatment 
accorded there have become so well known to the people of Bengal 
that the name of Hijli is regarded as a veritable hell. Sir, the ill- 
treatment accorded is so much oppressive and provocative to the inmates 
of that jail that there was a tragic incident of shooting down several 
of the inmates there. These tragic instances and the reports in con- 
nection with them even the Government inquiries — supported that 
prisoners there were ill-treated and owing to the ill-treatment of the 
officers and the staff of that jail the prisoners went so far as to disobey 
their orders which ended in retaliation, resulting in the killing of 
several lives. 

* H 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: On a point of order, Sir. The 
hon’ble member is referring to the Hijli Detention Camp. We are 
dealing with jails. Hijli is not a jail. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHORE: There is not much difference. 
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Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: Has not any pait of the 

camp been taken for a jail? 


The Hon'bte Mr. R. N. REID: In connect ion with tlu* detention 
camp a certain portion, 40 feet * 80 feet, has been declared a jail. 
This portion is occupied by convicts, but the llijli Detention Cutup is 
not a jail. But he is referring to an incident which occurred in cutup 
and not in a jail. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN GHQ8E: However, it was the ill-treatment 
and that resulted in the firing 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Will you kindly refer to the prisoners in the 
Hijli Jail and not in campy You have to confine yourself within due 
limits of your motion. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: That is not my fault. The differ- 
ence is so fine and the demarcation also Incomes very fine 


Mr. PRESIDENT: But the line of demarcation is there. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I bow to your ruling. The 
Hon’ble Membei has taken shelter under the subtle line of demarcation, 
but even admitting that, even in the Hijli Jail the order of thing'* is 
not much better than what occurs in the detention camp. In the Hijli 
Jail some time ago, I referred to a lady prisoner, I mean Mrs. Bimala 
Pr&tiva Devi, who is detained there and is detained there without any 
trial ; her guilt was not proved in any court of law. She comes of n 
highly respectable family of Calcutta and she is suffering from all kinds 
of diseases — diseases which require special treatment 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: On a point of order, Sir. I am 
afraid I must interrupt again; the lady to whom the member refers. in 
a detenu and therefore *he cannot be in Hijli Jail. She must be in 
that part of # the I^jli Detention Camp which is allotted to female 
detenus. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: Again I am restricted to speak on 
this matter. 

18 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: But you ought to make sure of your grouud. 
You ought to know whether she was in jail or in camp. I think you 
should accept the statement of the Hon’ble Member. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I shall have to accept it. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Since you have no personal knowledge. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE. Yes. Ihe ill-treatment in the 

Hijli Jail, even in the detention camp they are known by so many 

different nomenclatures and there are so many different kinds of jails, 
camps and juils and camps for lady detenus, we are not aware of the 
fact, and we thought they were all known as t lie Jlijli Jail; they all 
come in as sub-department* undei the same head. Ilowe\ei, Sir, talk- 
ing strictly about the Hijli Jail, I wish to draw the attention of this 
House to the fact that the prisoners were subjected to inhuman treat- 
ment at the hands of the convict warders and prisoners there are sub- 
jected to various kinds of oppressions, and these oppressions are done 
at the instance of the jailer there. I put some questions in regard to 
this some time ago in this Council, hut it was answered in the usual 
whitewashing way that these allegations and complaints receive from 
the Government. This is well known to everybody in this country. 
Sir, Horne time ago, in Hijli Jail, after a prisonei had served his full 
term of imprisonment (I have forgotten his name, hut I put a question 
in this Council about it and it was answered in the usual way), he went 
a few’ paces from the jail, but w’us dragged back inside again, was given 
a good beating, and was detained for another month, at the end of 
which he was sent to the court and made to stand a trial, hut he was 
again acquitted. These are the kinds of oppression, and this is the kind 
of treatment that is meted out to the prisoners and even those prisoners 
who are released are dragged back and treated in this way. AYliat 1 
want to say to the Hon’ble Member is that much of the terrorist move- 
ment or the political excitement that is caused in this country can he 
ameliorated to a considerable extent if the authorities and the police 
treat these prisoners us hon’ble guest*. Sir, it is in these jails that the 
character and mentality of the prisoners will be changed, but if these 
prisoners are badly treated and treated like cats and dogs, then what 
sort of affection they will have towards the police can be better imagined 
than described. The prisoners are so badly treated that the Government 
have not the courage to appoint non-official visitors, non-official 
M. L. 0. visitors, to the Hijli Jail, as they have done in other jails 
elsewhere, in every district in Bengal. It is a wonder why Hijli is 
Blade an exception. This is not very difficult to understand, as tbs 
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Government know their defects, and they do not allbyv others to eou»e 
in and see the ill-treatment that they deliberately practice on these 
prisoners there. Sir, the Government always say that the number* <>t 
the Council, who disapprove of the Government policy, do not make unv 
constructive suggestions how terrorism or the civil disobedience move- 
ment can be killed. They will never take our advice; if they take it, 
then I think I can say with all the emphasis at my command that much 
of this terrorism will be stopped and checked as also the civil disobedi- 
ence movement. If these prisoners were well treated in the jails and 
given nice diet and other things, they will come out of jail and say they 
were treated as well as it they were in their father-in-law’s house. Sit, 
their affection will be engendered and not otherwise. I*»t them think 
of Government as their patents. Hut. Sir. instead of that. Government 
treats them so badly that they come out worse criminals and worse ene- 
mies of Government. You might eiush them phy sieallv, hut their spirit 
must be revolting against this oppressive system of Government. I. 
therefore, suggest that if you really mean business, if ton sincerely want 
to stamp out tminrisin and anarchism in this country, you should treat 
them with love and affection just as Ijord Jesus Christ said that if you 
are slapped on one cheek let the other cheek 1 m* slapped also. Sir, it is 
the land of Chaitanya who was struck on his head by some hooligans, 
hut still he said while bleeding from his head that although you have 
struck me with a hard substance, yet I shall embrace you. This is the 
land where people ha\e learnt more to bow down to love and affection 
than oppression. That is what I am going to prove. Mahatma Gandhi 
gains bis followers all over India not by oppression, but by love and 
affection. If the same policy of the missionaries of India are adopted 
by Government, I can very stiongh say that the evil of terrorism will 
go away and will vanish very soon. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : 1 rise to support the motion moved by my friend 
Mr.- Shanti Shekhureswar Hay and, in doing so, I must first of all 
inquire of the Hon’ble Memlxu what is the line of demarcation lu* has 
put forward. We know' very well that the Jail Code does not lecognise 
any political prisoner. He should ha\e been explicit about what he 
said in his point of order. As he says, this does not refer to political 
prisoners; may I inquiie what does he mean by political prisoners? 
This point should have been cleared up before the discussion 
was allowed to go on.* I know that this branch of administration of the 
jails has been thrust upon him, and he being an old member of the 
House knows it very well that these prisoners have been termed politi- 
cal prisoners since the time of the recent political activities by a con- 
vention which has been established in spite of the Government notifica- 
tion during the time when the movement was going on and when so many 
bhadmlog class people joined the civil disobedience movement and 
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were .sent to prison. The Government notified in 1$32 that certain 
actions on the part of the jail authorities, take fofMnstance “ Sarkar 
Sala-m should be stopped, und they directed on account of the agita- 
tion in the countryside that “ Sarkar Salam ” would not be insisted on in 
respect of the civil disobedience prisoners. But the jail authorities 
enforced another system by which these prisoners in jail were allowed 
to sit down two and two. All these were most humiliating to the pri- 
soners, as they do not like the idea. Therefore, it was up to them to 
adopt “Salam Sarkar. “ 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till d p.m. on Monday, the 19th 
March, 1934, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of jhe Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 19th March, 1984, at 8 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. President ttlie Hon'bie Raja Sir Mansi uiu Nvm Rat 
Chaudiiuri, kt., of Santosh), in*the Chair, the four Hon’bie Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Ilon’ble Minister, and 100 
nominated and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Noabad taluks of Chittagong. 

*121. Ha]i Badi AHMED CHOWDHURY : Will the Hon’bie 

Member in charge of the Revenue Department be please. 1 to lay on 
the table it list of the Noubad taluk* of Chittagong purchased by the 
Government Jit Re. 1, with the revenue 1 hereof and with the names 
of hhax niahals in which the\ ;m» situated, for the period commencing 
from January, 19-11, to November , 1988 1* 

(It) Have the Government been able to resettle the taluks so 
purchased ? 

(c) Is the Ilon’ble Memlx*r in possession of information as to — 

U) why the taluktlars did not pay up the arrears to release from 
sale such big tnahals; and 

( it ) why no bidders offered any bid at t lie sale? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tha Hon ‘bit 
Sir Chant Chunder Chose): (a) A list is placed on the Library table. 

( h ) Out of 4-11 taluks purchased b\ Government, 848 taluks have 
been resettled. 

(c) ( i ) (it) ^his must l>e largely a matter of conjecture, but no 
doubt the main reason is to l>e found in the jrrevalent and long-con- 
tinuing economic depression. 

Bobu ’HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: With reference to 
(b), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state how many of these 
348 taluks have been reset tied with ex-proprictors? • 
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The Hobble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: I would ask for 

notice of this question. 


Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: AV ill the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether taluks Nos. (>749, 23924 and 32814 have been 
resettled with anybody? 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: I would ask for 

notice of this question. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether any of the taluks paying the highest amount 
of rent lias been settled with anybody? 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: I should like to 

have notice. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H : Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to *1ate the reason wh\ such a big taluk as No. 32814, bearing 
an annual revenue of IN. 8,974 has been sold for one rupee only? 

The Hon’ble 8ir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: Here, again, I 
want notice. 

Haji Badi Ahmed Ohowdhurv asked a supplementary question in 
Benguli to which the Hon’ble Sir Chain Chunder Ghose gave the 
following reply : — 

As we will have to make a reference to the local authorities, I should 
like to have notice of this question. 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: With reference to (c) (i), 
will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any inquiry has 
been made on the subject? 

Tho Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: Yes, we have made 

inquiries. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: What is the result of 
that inquiry? 

Th. Hon'ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: The reply from 

the Collector stat >s that conjectural reasons can be Riven. 
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The Hoft'ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, does this question 
arise ? 

Mr* PRESIDENT; That question does not arise. I do not allow 
that. 

Bahu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Will the Hon hie Minister 
he pleased to state if there is any necessity for having a Persian teacher 
in the Dinajpur School when out of three Muslim girls in Class IX 
two have taken Sanskrit and one only reads Persian? 

The Hoft’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Very likely girls 
have taken up the study of Sanskrit because there are no Persian 
teachers. If there were Persian teachers in the Dinajpur School, 
probably these two girls would have taken Persian. It is after all a 
vicious circle. If you have teachers lor Peisiati, you will have girls 
taking up Persian, and il you have gills taking up Persian you will 
have Persian touchers. 

Babu 8ATYA KINKAR SAHANA: Is tin* Dou ble Minister aware 
of the fact that His Excellency the Aga Khan has advised Bengali 
Muhammadans to take to the study of vernacular ol the piovinee? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT; I do nut allow that <|U<‘stion. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Is it not a fact that on account of faci- 
lities not being provided for the, study of Persian and Arabic, Muslim 
boys and girls take up Sanskrit as their second language? 

The Hoft’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I submit that it does 
not arise out of the question. 


Hobakhali Middle English School, Narail. 

•123. Mr. P. BANERJI : (a) Will the llon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state whether he received — 

(i) one memorial dated the 3rd November, 1933, sent by the 
villagers of Narail i>ol ire-station throb gh the Inspector of 
Schools, Presidency Division, making serious allegations 
against the Secretary, Middle English School, Hobakhali, 
Narail police-station, Jessore; and 

(ft) another memorial dated the 12th December, 1933, sent by the 
said villagers through the Inspector of . Schools, Jessore, 
making* similar allegations against the aforesaid Secretary? 
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(£) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased'to state — 

(?) what were the contents of those memorials; and 
( it ) what action, if any, Government have taken or intend to take? 

(c) If no action has been taken or is intended to be taken, what 
are the reasons? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) He received neither 
memorial. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Excavation of the Lohajang river. 

•124. Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI : (,i> Is the 
llon’ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department aware — 

(0 that a portion of the Lohajang river had been excavated by 
the Government a few years back; 

(/'/) that the object of excavation was to keep the river mix i gable 

during the rainx season for the fern steamer that plies 

between Kirajganj and Tangail; 

(iii) that the said excavated jMution has again boon silted up; and 

(ir) that the ferry service between tin* said places is jMissible only 

for a portion of the rainx season when there is sufficient water 
in the river? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware — 

(?) that the Gala Khal emerges from the said Lohajang river; 

(it) that through the said khal major portion of water Hows, 
causing it thereby to become deeper and deefier xear after 
year; and 

{iii) that the said flow’ has been mainly responsible for the shallow- 
ness of the Lohajang river? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and ( b ) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, are being taken 
to improve thj flowed the Lohajang river? 

MEMBER in charge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
AlhadJ Nawab Bahadur Sir Abdelkerim Chuznavi, of Dtlduar): (<i)(t> 
to (ir) Yes. 

(b) (i) and (ft) Yea. 

(it,) Yes, below the offtake of -the Gala Khal. , 
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(c) There is a provision of Rs. 6,000 in next year’s budget estimate 
for silt-clearing at the mouth of the Lohajang riv^T, scraping three bad 
shoals in the river Bangshai and for closing the mouth of the Gala Kha'l 
temporarily, which will effect a further improvement of the river. “ 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Is the Hon’ble Member aware 
that silting up is a direct consequence of heavy dredging? 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, of Dilduar: Not at all. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Ilon’ble Member kindly 
consult his expert about the matter, and state whether it is not a fact 
that heavy dredging is always attended by heavy silt deposits? 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, of Dilduar: The lion 'hie member lias evidently no knowledge 
of the locality, and I have personal knowledge that no dredging has 
been done in this river and. therefore, the question of silt deposits on 
account of heavy dredging does not arise. 


Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Ilon'ble Member bo 
pleased to consult American books on dredging in which it is stated 
that silt deposits are the direct consequence of heavy dredging? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. I do not allow that question. 


Grants to libraries. 

•125. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Will the Hon'ble 

Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the allotment made of the discretionary 
grants, by the- Divisional Commissioners and District Magistrate towards 
libraries during the last 5 years? 

The Hon ’Mo Sir CHARU CHUNDER CH08E: The information 
desired is not available in any existing record and could only be obtained 
by special research which Government do not see their way to undertake 
in view of other h<*avy demands on. the time of the officers concerned. 
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A. 

aoinmmme to officers of the Jail Department. 

<*v 

*126. Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: pi)* Will the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Political (Jails! Department be pleased to state whether 
article 177 of the Civil Servic e Regulations, allowing all officers serving 
jjpder the Government to enjoy joining time on transfer, is alao 
^applicable to the officers of the Bengal Jail Department, whose trane- 
feta are made by the Inspector General of Prisons? 

{b) How many officers of the Jail Department were transferred dur- 
ing the years 1982 and 19*33? 

(c) How many of them were allowed to avail themselves of the join- 
ing time admissible under the rules? 

(d) Is the lion 'hie Member aware- 

(/) that, as a rule, the officers in the Jail Department, on nansfer, 
are not allowed any joining time to prepare thein*»el\es to 
start for their new destinations; 

m) that even after receipt of transfer order they are mjuiied to do 
office work up till the moment of their departure; and 

mi) that in consequence of this practice tlm.se officers an* pul to 
inconvenience and hardship? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 
instructions allowing the officers in the Jail Department joining time on 
transfer, admissible under the rules, except in special cases? 


MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL (JAIL8) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr, R. N. Reid): (//> Aiticles 175 to 179 of the Civil 
Service Regulations have been superseded by Fundamental Rules 105 to 
108, which relate to joining time and apply to officers of the Bengal Jails 
Department. 

(6) 174. , 

(c) 152. 

(<f) (V), (if) and (iii) No. 

(e) In view of the existing practice no further instructions are called 

for. • 


I 
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List of scheduled castes. 

*127. Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHV of 
NashifMfr: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Appointment 
(Reforms) Depart merit be pleased to state — 

(0 whether the Government have finally considered the representor 
tions invited in accordance with the Resolution 
122-A.R., dated the lGth January, 1933, as published in the 
Calcutta Gazette of the 19th idem ; and 

( v ) when the official statement of its final decision will be 
published ? '* 

(b) Tf the final list of scheduled castes has been prepared, will the 
Hon’blo Member be pleased to state the number of castes finally 
scheduled and their respect i\e population strength ? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT (REF0RM8) DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. R. N. Reid): (</)(/) and (/i) and (b) The 

Local Government have considered the representations referred to, but 
the final decision rests with His Majesty’s Government, and it is not 
yet known when it will be published. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the Local Government have made 
any recommendations on the subject? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: The Local Government have made 
recommendations on the subject. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: What are those recom- 
mendations? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I am not in a position to disclose 
them, 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Is, it n<?t a fact that 
Government do not want to take the House into their confidence in the 
matter? 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: It is not customary to publish in 
this House the contents of the correspondence between this Government 
and the Government of India. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 
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Corruption in civil courts. 


55. Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH : «i) U the II«n*h!e Mem- 
Ifet in charge of the Judicial Department aware that corruption and 
*e^jtortion for illegal gratification exist in the offices of law courts in 
Bengal ? 

(b) Is it the policy of the Government merely to dismiss officers 
found guilty of corruption and dishonesty and not to prosecute them 

* even when such offences are clearly punishable unde; the Indian Penal 
Oode? 

(c) How many cases of such dishonest), corruption and extortion 
for bribe and illegal gratification have come to the notice of tin* Govern- 
ment in the course of the last ten years? 

(d) In how many of such cases were there inquiries by commission? 

(e) In how many cases punishment was meted out to the guilty 
officers ? 

(f) What was the punishment meted out in each case? 

(g) In how many cases were there prosecutions and with what 
result ? 


MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Chart! Chumfer Chose): («) Government have no evidence of any 
widespread prevalence of corruption as is suggested in the question. 

(b) No. 

(c) (d), (c), ( j ) and (//) This information not available and cannot 
be obtained without a laborious inquiry whirl, Gov, .niuir.it regret thry 
are not prepared to undertake. 

s 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: With reference to 
(a), in view of the fart that some corruption exists, is it the iutentiou 
of Government to take any steps for the suppression of this corruption? 


The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: Government have 
no evidence That any widespread corruption exists. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: My question was 
that, although there is no widespread corruption, still some corruption 
exists; and I wanted to know whether Government intend to take any 
step to prevent that corruption ? 
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The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: Government are 
and will always he prepared to take steps when a definite case* is 
brought to their notice with evidence in support of that. 

Babu 8ATYA KINKAR SAHARA: Is it not an open secret that 
in the mufamd courts whenever a party goes to file a complaint on a 
written statement he has to pay something to the ministerial officers 
there P *** 


The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER GH08E: Government have 

no definite information with regard to that. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Have the Government got any 
indefinite information on this point? 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CH08E: I have nothing 
further to add to what 1 have already said. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Is it not a part of Government’s 
duty to make inquiries on their own initiation without waiting for the 
public to come forward and give evidence? 

The Hon’ble 8ir CHARU CHUNDER CH08E: I have nothing 
further to add to what I have already said. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Are the Government not aware 
that there is corruption in the ministerial departments of the civil 
courts? 

The Hon’ble 8ir CHARU CHUNDER CH08E: The answer is in 
the negative. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Does the Hon hie 

Member intend to start an inquiry to find whether a widespread corrup- 
tion exists or not? 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CH08E: As soon ns a 
definite case is brought to the notice of Government, an inquiry will 
certainly be made. 

« « 

Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: I want to know* whether they 
would initiate ajj inquiry to find out generally whether corruption exists 
or notP 

The Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: It is not intended 
to initiate an inquiry. 
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Ishurdi-Pabna Road. 

Jfc*>Dr. JOCENDRA CHANDRA CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
HoiAle Minister in charge of the Public Works Department be pleased 
to stdte — 

(i) what will be the length anil average width of the Ishurdi-Pabna 
. Road ; 

(и) what portion of the road will be metalled ; 

(tii) what will be the average breadth of the metalled portion; und 

(ir) whether the land acquisition work ot the said road has been 
completed? 

(b) If the answer to (a) {tr) is in the affirmative, when was the said 
work completed? 

(c) What were the amounts sanctioned und actually spent for land 
acquisition work of the said road? 

( d ) When has the eurthwork of the said road been taken up and when 
is it likely to be completed? 

(c) What amount was estimated for the said road? 

(/) What amount has actually been recommended by the Provincial 
Road Board? 

(g) In how many years is the road likely to he completed and open to 
pedestrians and vehicular traffic respectively? 

(h) What amount has been estimated to be spent on this road during 
each official year till its completion? 

(i) Will the Hon’ble Minister lx* pleased to state the site selected 
for the location of the bridge over the river Icrhaniati? 

(j) What amounts have been estimated and sanctioned respectively 
for this bridge? 

(к) Is the road to be closed to pedestrian and vehicular traffic during 
any stage of count met ion ? If so. when? 

(/) If the answer to (k) is in the affirmative, what will be the alter- 
native route fof traffiT’ between Ishurdi station and Pabna town at that 
time? 

(m) By what agency is the road to be maintained after its construc- 
tion ? 

(n) What will be the average maintenance charge of this road? 
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MINISTER in Wgeol PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Nawab K. G. M. Faroqui, Khan Bahadur): (<*)(*) Length 
about 15J miles and crest width 30 feet. 

(it) The entire length. 

(tit) 12 feet between edgings. 

(tv) Not yet. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

(c) The total amount will be approximately Rs. 65,000, but Hi the 
estimates have not yet been sanctioned. About Rs. 46,600 is expected 
to l»e spent this year. 

(d) The earthwork was started on 20th November, 1933, and is 
likely to be completed during next financial year. 

(e) Rupees 8,05,570. 

(/) Rupees 8,05,570. 

(g) It is likely to be completed in five years counting from the 
present financial year. The road will remain open to pedestrians and 
will be completely open to vehicular traffic after the completion of the 
work. 

(h) 1932-33 — Rs. 2,816. 

1933- 34 — Rs. 79,000. 

1934- 35 — Rs. 2,21,000. 

1935- 36 — Rs. 2,60,500. 

1936- 37— Rs. 1,50,200. 

1937- 38— Rs. 92,054. 

Total— Rs. 8,05,570. 

(t) At about 300 feet up stream of Radhanagar Ferry Ghat. 

( j ) The estimate is under preparation. 

(k) For pedestrians — No. 

For vehicular traffic — The portion from 2nd to 11th mile (from 
Pubna) will be closed daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. up to March, 1935. 

(l) The Pabna-Dapunia-Dasuria Road. 

(w) The district board. 

(n) Approximately Rs. 2,000 per mile. 

« i 

Mr, NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: With reference to (7), what 
is the length of that road? 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: I should 

like to have notice of this question. 
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Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Is the real mentioned in (1) 
pucca or otherwise? 

Hon’ble N.wab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: It is a 

puccj road, Sir. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Is it motorahle? 

The Hon’bl. Numb K. C. M, FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: It is 

supposed to be so, Sir.' 


BUDGET GRANTS FOR 1934-35 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

26 — Jails and oonviot settlements. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We were discussing items Nos. 3(>C> uml 3(17. 
I believe Mr. P. Banerji was in possession of the House. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, yesterday I was referring to the policy 
of the jail authorities not following the policies of the Government 
of Bengal laid down some time in 1932. Government issued a circular 
letter to the jail authorities, saying that in the case of political 
prisoners Sarkar Sal a m should not be insisted upon and that in this 
matter they should he treated as special class prisoners. Government 
also directed* the jail authorities to see that better rice are given to 
these prisoners and that these prisoners should not he confined along 
with the ordinary convicts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: On which motion are you speaking? 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Number 360. Sir, which deals with the. treat- 
ment of detenus and political prisoners. Sir, us I said, this continued 
for some time. But when there were a large number of political 
prisoners, this Sarkar Solum has again been introduced in many jatfs 
in Bengal. Gj>vernyent continued the policy of conciliation for some 
time so far as these prisoners were concerned. Their policy, I believe, 
was that these prisoners should t* well treated and well looked after 
ao that when they return they would return as peaceful citiiens and 
corrected. Instead of that the jail authorities hare not decided to 
disturb the peace of these prisoners. Their feelings are being wounded 
and the system of Sarkar Salam has been introduced. Not only once 

10 
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but four or five times in the day they have to do this Sarkar Salam. 
They have to stand up and do this Sarkar Salam and salute the jail 
officers, in spite of the fact that Government circularised that it be 
sufficient for these prisoners only to wish good morning or evaji # to 
do Namaskar or offer some sort of greeting. I may cite one specific 
instance in Comilla. The civil disobedience prisoners have to do it 
four or five times a day. All the privileges that were given to them 
have been taken away. They are also not given good rice. This was 
also the case in Alipore. We were told that good rice may not be 
available in all districts, but is it possible that good rice was not 
available in Calcutta? It is well known that the contractors supply 
rice to jails at a certain price. They are expected to supply good rice 
for these prisoners. But the rice supplied by them does not come up 
to the standard. The contractors have to make some profit, but is it 
not the duty of the jail authorities to see that the contractors supply 
good rice? As is well known, rice is the staple food of the Bengalees, 
and without rice the prisoners cannot subsist. We have brought this 
to the notice of the Government year after year and though Govern- 
ment intend to give them good rice and other facilities, there seems 
to be no possibility of these prisoners getting good rice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you are not speaking on item No. 368, I 
do not understand how the question of dietary comes in under this 
amendment. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: May I not include that also under the general 
question of the treatment of political prisoners? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray 
intended to include dietary in his motion. You no douty have tabled 
a motion which deals specifically with this subject. You can speak 
on dietary when you move it. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: V erv well, Sir. These political prisoners are 
not properly looked after in all jails. This change has been due to 
the overxealous officers in the person of the Inspector-General of 
Prisons, Mr. Flowerdew. Wherever he goes, he is insisting on this 
sort of amendment in order to humiliate the political prisoners. As 
is well known, these civil disobedience prisoners were convicted for 
breaking the laws, and so they are not prepared to jlo Sarkar Salam. In 
spite of the Government circular, they are punished for not doing 
Sarkar Salam . All other facilities which were given to them by 
Government as special prisoners are also being refused to them. The 
result is that bitter feelings are being engendered in their minds by 
this treatment. Their relations are that of friends. When they hear 
of these things, they are also naturally imbibed with that feeling* I 
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would request the Hon’ble Member to see that the instructions of 
Government are followed by the jail authorities. So much about the 
polit|cal prisoners. 

Now about the detenus. The number of detenus has increased 
from three or four hundred to about two thousand. These detenus are 
to be treated well — that was the policy of the Government. But from 
the informations received from different sources, we learn that the> 
are not properly treated. I do not find any object in taking away the 
detenus from Bengal to Deoli in Rajputana. Deoli has been described 
as a sort of hell. At this time of the year the heat of the Rajputana 
desert is intolerable, particularly to a Bengalee who is not accustomed 
to that climate. Those who have travelled in Central India and 
Rajputana during the hot days know what the heat of Rajputana is 
like during the hot part of the season. It is really very difficult for 
the people of Bengal. That is one side of the thing. Another is that 
at one time all sorts of facilities were given to the detenus. A jacket 
allowance of Rs. (10 which used to be given to them has now been 
reduced to Rs. 15 and another allowance of Rs. 3-8 has been reduced 
to Re. 1. Their family allowance has also been considerably reduced, 
and it is contemplated that by the passing of the Bengal Criminal 
Law (Amendment) Act to refuse this allowance altogether in certain 
cases. The whole object of Government by passing that Act is to put 
all sorts of difficulties in the way of the detenus. The result will be 
that the detenus, their friends and relatives, all would be subjected 
to all sorts of troubles. The object of Government in doing so is to 
stamp out terrorism from the land, but as I have said it will be a 
wrong policy on the part of Government to adopt such a measure as 
it will increase the terrorist activities. I would, therefore, request the 
Hon’ble Member to see that things are in proper order in every jail. 
I would particularly request him to consider the state of affairs that 
are now prevailing in certain jails on account of the conduct of the 
officers there. 

Mr. 8YAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, 1 should like to say 
something on the motion that is now before us. I think the Hon ble 
Member may ask as to what the reasons is for repeating practically 
the same arguments year after year on the general question of the 
treatment of political prisoners and detenus. The justification for 
bringing this question ljefore the Council this year has been increased 
by the inclusion of g section in the Bengal Criminal Law (Amend- 
ment) Act which provides that a class of information will in future 
l* prevented from being published in newspapers. The Hon’ble 
Member in the Statement of Object* and Reasons as also in hi* speech 
made it .abundantly dear that information about the health and wel- 
fare of the detenus might be also prohibited. The only place, there- 
fore, where these questions can be discussed will be^ the floor of this 
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House, until and unless another measure is parsed by Government to 
prevent it from being discussed here also. I have no desire to enter 
into the details, some of which have already been placed before the 
House by previous speakers, but I would like to place one aspect of 
the question before the House. A Conference of Inspectors-General 
of Prisons of different provinces was held in Allahabad very recently, 
and a report of the proceedings has just been published. The report 
gives just a summary of the resolutions passed at that Conference. 
These resolutions afford us considerable food for reflection. In fact, 
in some respects they are of a most reactionary character. We can 
ask from the Hon’ble Member un assurance that before these resolu- 
tions are given effect to by % Government, an opportunity would be 
given to the non-official members to consider them. In order to give 
the House an idea of the nature of the drastic recommendations, I 
would just lay a few items before the members. In the first place, 
reference has been made to the duties and powers of the jail visitors. 
It is rather interesting to know the point of view from w r hich the 
Inspectors-General look at the appointment of non-official jail visitors. 
The resolution passed at this Conference is to the effect that the duties 
and powers of the non-official visitors are in the opinion of these 
officers too exhaustive and should be curtailed. It is recommended 
that the number of visits should be strictly limited and also the dura- 
tion of each visit should be fixed. 1 have not been a jail visitor at 
any time, but I have it on the authority of some members who occupy 
that position that their powers are nothing but of a recommendatory 
character. Even those powers are regarded by the Inspectors-General 
as requiring further curtailment. I am told that one of the duties 
of the jail visitors is to visit the inmates of the jail in order to satisfy 
themselves that everything is done properly. Fnless such an oppor- 
tunity is given, it is impossible for them to perform their duties at 
all. So, if this recommendation is accepted, pi:., that in future a 
definite limitation should be imposed with regard to the duration of 
the time for which a jail visitor can remain inside a jail, it will 
practically he doing away with the principle object altogether. 
Secondly, I And another extraordinary principle enunciated, namely, 
that lawyers and vakils — I do not know why vakils should have been 
separately mentioned — should on principle be not appointed non-official 
visitors. Some explanation ought to have been forthcoming for 
excluding this class of public men. The reason for this is not included 
in the resolution. Unless it is a fact that thtse lasers have dis- 
charged their duties with an independence which is not relished by 
the Inspector-General of a particular province, I do not see any justi- 
fication for 'excluding them. Stress has been laid on the point that 
the District Magistrate should recommend persons who are influential 
citiaens — not suggesting that they should be Khan Bahadurs and Rai 
Bahadurs — interested in social service. Is it suggested that hitherto 
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Government have selected persons of no influence altogether? I am 
not going to place before the House all these resolutions, but only 
some of them from which the House will be in a position to conclude 
as to the reactionary nature of the measures recommended by the 
officers who are entrusted with the duty of seeing that proper adminis- 
tration of the jails is carried out in the different provinces. l*t us 
note one or two more. With regard to punishment, I find that the 
Conference recommends that certain powers which are at present vested 
in the Government should be taken up by the jail officials. With 
regard to whipping, it should not be necessary to wait for the permis- 
sion of the Local Government. It will be sufficient if the permission 
of the District Magistrate is obtained. That also is a matter which 
we should prefer to leave to the local Government. Thirdly, another 
astounding proposal has been put forward that outside medical prac- 
titioners should not be allowed to enter the prison to treat a prisoner. 
This again is very difficult to appreciate. There have been cases, 
though not many, in which Government themselves have agreed to the 
appointment of outside medical practitioners. There can be no justi- 
fication for the adoption of such a stereotyped rule that in no case 
should an outside medical practitioner be allowed to see a prisoner. 
The only provision made is that they should be allowed only for the 
purpose of consultation with the jail medical officer. 1 shall not refer 
in detail to certain resolutions which relate to terrorists, for such a 
discussion may be ruled irrelevant. They provide that they will not 
be allowed, even it they fall ill, to be treated in any hospital. Then 
comes another resolution about hunger-strikers. The (Vmference first 
lays down that, it should be left to the medical officer to decide when 
artificial feeding should be resorted to and when desisted from. Then 
they recommend that the hunger-strikers should be segregated and 
whipping should be inflicted, if necessary. They also recommend that 
food should not t>e cooked for them unless they gave enough notice 
that they had given up the strike. It is surprising that whipping 
could he seriously urged as a remedy for hunger-strike. It is surprising 
indeed that these responsible officers did not regard it as essential 
that in the event of a hunger-strike there should be a thorough and 
searching inquiry or that there should he a speedy removal of just 
and legitimate grievances. Resort to whipping and hunger-strike will 
disappear! This gives us a very clear picture of the way in whicfy 
tilings are moving. One would ordinarily expect that when these 
officers meet, tlBey sffould be able to make some helpful suggestions 
which will improve the present tension and will be appreciated by 
{he public. But the suggestions which have been made are entirely 
reactionary in character, and if carried into effect will render the 
position 'of Government already difficult still more difficult. I would 
again ask the Hon'ble Member to give an assurance to the House that 
before giving effect to these drastic recommendations, Government 
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should give us an opportunity to discuss tham. If, however, there 
are practical difficulties in discussing them here on the floor of the 
House, certainly there are other means of obtaining the views of the 
public on the questions. I think much good will be achieved if 
Government gives an opportunity to the non-official members of this 
House and to the public to discuss them in order to consider how far 
these recommendations should be accepted. 

There is one other matter I would like to refer to. When the 
Bengal Criminal Law (Amendment) Act was introduced some years 
ago, an assurance was given by the then Hon’ble Member — I hope the 
Hon’ble Member will correct me if I am wrong — that Government 
would take a periodical stock of the conditions of the detenus who are 
detained in the various detention camps with a view to consider 
whether they could he released, and if so, under what conditions and 
circumstances. In fact, an assurance was given that some such stock 
would be taken by Government every year. I ask whether any such 
annual stock was taken by Government at any time, and if so with 
what result ? I think that if the public were taken into confidence in 
making this annual survey, the result would he very satisfactory, as 
they are vitally interested in the matter. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: 1 rise to support motion 
No. *!()(), and I propose to deal with one question only, riz. % the 
transfer of detenus to the Deoli Jail. Sir, it will he in the recollec- 
tion of the House that the principle of the transfer of prisoners to 
prisons outside the province was not brought to the notice of the 
Legislative Council before the Deoli Jail was decided upon. As a 
matter of fact, by means of a token cut about two years after the 
transfer had been effected and expenses incurred at Deoli, it was on 
the recommendation of the Public Accounts Committee that this 
matter was brought up before the Council. That might have l>een 
financially correct, but I submit that the way in which this principle 
has been decided upon gives us furiously to think. Here are people 
detained without trial and you transfer them 1,500 miles away from 
this province to a climate which is absolutely uncongenial to them 
and where there is no food available fit for the Bengalee middle class, 
from whom most of these people come, and they are not to have any 
board of visitors. I do not know whether there is a local board of 
non-official visitors, but I am quite sure that there is no board of 
Bengali non-official visitors, who are the only people' likely to know 
how these people are faring. I submit that these facts, together with 
other facts that have come to our notice through newspapers, which 
are still publishing all this information regarding detenus, namely, 
that two or three of them have died and many of them have fallen ill 
and even in this morning’s paper we are told that a batch of them 
from Deoli has been brought over to the Ajmere station and is being 
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entrained for a hospital — either to the Presidency Jail Hospital or to 
some other hospital in Calcutta. This shows, Sir, that even if in this 
season, particularly in the cold season through which we are passing, 
these prisoners fall ill like that, you can well imagine what their 
condition will be in the Raj put ana desert in the summer, and I submit 
that it is the bounden duty of Government to see that matters regard- 
ing these detenus are made public and the panic or rather the appre- 
hension that the public have come to feel about the condition of these 
detenus should be removed. We were told by Mr. Syamaprosad 
Mookerjee just now that probably the giving of information about 
detenus will be completely stopped in the near future; it may be so 
or it may not be so; that of course depends on the sweet will of the 
Local Government, but I do think that instead of banning all infor- 
mation regarding these detenus, if the Government were to see that 
the real state of these detenus in Deoli is made known to the public 
and some non-official members of this House or some non-officials of 
the public of Bengal, whom the Hon’ble Member or his Government 
can trust, even if half-a-dozen men like that are sent out from time 
fo time, not all together, but even one every two months or so, to see 
how these detenus are faring, I think it would be advantageous not only 
from the people’s point of view but from the Government’s point of 
view also. I therefore beg to make this recommendation very strongly 
to the Government to have a board of visitors appointed as early as 
possible. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir, I rise in support of the 
motion moved by my friend Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray. The 
detenus and the civil disobedience prisoners are not ordinary convicts. 
Most of them come from bhadralok families and deserve better treat- 
ment. Some of them suffer for holding advanced political views and 
some for perverted views. For reasons of state they might lie deprived 
of their liberty. That I think should he regarded as sufficient punish- 
ment for these impatient idealists, but it would be cruel and inhuman 
to treat them harshly ; save and except the deprivation of their freedom, 
no other restrictions should he imposed on them. The treatment 
should not be at all galling to their self-respect. They should feel 
that they are quite at home excepting the liberty of movement. The 
food to be supplied to them must be of good quality— ample facilities 
should be affdrded^to them for reading and writing. In some jails 
like that of Hooghly District Jail there is no provision for supply of 
hooks. For educated people intellectual starvation is an additional 
punishment. Government ought to see that the treatment these 
prisoners receive in jail do not brutalise them. The jail should be 
like a house of correction and not for making brutes of men. For 
instance, in Hooghly District Jail on the plea of jail discipline some 
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civil disobedience prisoners were forced to work in the ghani or oil- 
mill some time ago. This is one of the most inhuman treatments for 
hhadralok young men. It is sure to have a demoralising effect. It 
brutalises the sufferers and make them more inimical to Government, 
whereas better treatment could have turned them into friends and 
better citizens when they come out from the jail. Pray be more 
considerate and humane in your treatment towards this class of 
prisoners. 

If the Jail Code stood in the way of fair treatment, it should be 
amended to meet the exigencies of the hour. My friend Mr. Ray 
has referred to the several detention camps especially that of Deoli 
where great hardships are experienced by the detenus owing to dual 
control. Early steps should be taken to remove these legitimate 
grievances. People have lost all faith in the Government com- 
muniques. The happenings in the Hijli Jail have tarnished the fair 
name of Government us being the fountain-head of whitewashing and 
untrue communiques. As Government communiques failed to allay 
popular feelings with regard to unnatural deaths, hunger-strikes and 
bad treatment meted out to the detenus and prisoners, all sorts of 
rumours spread like wild fire throughout the country, and help to 
increase the prevailing discontent which is not at all desirable in the 
best interests of the country. Greater care should he taken to issue 
correct statements, white-washing commumqvt s do more harm than 
good and help to lower the Government in public estimation. 

Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee referred to drastic recommendations 
made at the Conference of the Inspectors-General of Prisons of the 
different provinces in India. I hope the Home Member will inform 
this House about the action Government propose to take in the matter. 
If these recommendations were adopted, discontent in this country 
will know no bounds. Pray do not go back to the barbaric age. Be 
considerate and humane in your treatment of these classes of prisoners 
and try to bring them over to the side of Government. Try to turn 
them into friends and good citizens when they come out of the jail. 
Please see that by your treatment towards them they do not turn 
themselves as the bitter enemies of the Government. 

. Btbu 1ATYA KINKAR SAHANA: I am glad to have an oppor- 
tunity of speaking on the motion that is before the House. I aip 
worry that 1 cannot suppoii it. My reasons are*that^the experience 
that I have of jails is not what has been stated in this House by some 
of the hon’bl* members. Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray has attri- 
buted vindictiveness to Government and Dr. Ghose has attributed 
heartlessness and niggardliness on the part of Government towards the 
political prisoners. I am a non-official visitor of the Bistoopur Sub- 
Jail, of the Bankwa Jail and Bankura Borstal Institution, which ia 



i m.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


297 


tb« only one of its kind in the province, for the last few years. 
Government does not make any distinction between political and non- 
political prisoners. The term “political prisoner” has got an applied 
sense adopted by the politicals of this country, that political prisoners 
mean bhadrtdoks who have transgressed the law of the land in pursuit 
of some political ideals and within the range of this term are included 
all sorts of political offenders, from hired picketers up to the terrorists. 
During the heyday of the civil disobedience movement the Bistoopur 
Sub-Jail and the Bankura Jail were more filled with civil disobedience 
prisoners than ordinary convicts, and I have heard of no occasion 
when any one of the civil disobedience prisoners complained about 
their food or of ill-treatment towards them. Only once u young boy 
of 12 complained to me that lie was not getting luchis and meat daily, 
as he had been assured by the leaders, who induced him to net as a 
civil disobedience wallah. As regards the Borstal Institution, 1 am 
not only a visitor there, but 1 frequently go there being requested 
by the Superintendent of the Institution to speak to the boys there. 
The Borstal Institution is a reformatory, and we have boys there 
from the age of 14 to 21. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: On a point of order, Sir. 
Are there political prisoners and detenus in the Borstal Institution? 

Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Yes there are. There arc 
convicts and their ages range generally from 14 to 21. They are 
given education and training in all sorts of useful industries: they 
are trained in gardening, in hook binding, in tailoring, in weaving, 
carpentry, soldering, durry -making, and nursing and other useful 
industries. The attempt of the Government there is to build up not 
only the bodies but also the minds of the inmates of that institution 
and convert them into useful citizens. The jail people there do not. 
use the term convict with regard to them, but they are Npoken of 
simply as inmates of the institution. They were formerly about 400 
in number, but it has now come down to 300. What sort of treatment 
they get there? Most of them when they entered this institution were 
quite illiterate, but now a school has been started and they have 
picked up literacy. For the last two or three years 3 or 4 students 
passed the Matriculation Examination and one of them has been placed 
in the Baukur^ College. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are they political prisoners? 

Btbii 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Some of them, Sir, not all. 
Because there is no distinction between political prisoners and ordi- 
nary convicts in the Borstal Institution. • 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I think yon are surely referring to the political 
prisoners in the Borstal Institution. 

Baton SATYA KINKAR SAHANA: Yes, Sir, I am referring to 
the inmates of the Borstal Institution because I do not know how 
many of them are political prisoners and how many of them are not. 
There is one among them who is a son of a pleader of Dacca. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, you are opposing the motion before the 
House and it is for you to show that political prisoners are not 
•oppressed or ill-treated there. We do not want any general descrip- 
tion. That is not necessary. 

Batou SATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Even the political prisoners 
there are given all sorts of physical training. They are given training 
in bar exercises and mugur exercises, in football and other sorts of 
exercise. The Superintendent takes them out without any police 
guards to play football matches and hookey matches with the teams 
of the local schools and college, and with the military teams. And 
it is only recently that these detenus played matches with the 
Collector’s team — the Collector Mr. Holland taking part in the 
games. They are getting such good training that one of them has 
been appointed on the recommendation of the Superintendent of the 
Borstal Institution to be the teacher of gymnastics in a high school. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are they taught ancient history and meta- 
physics there? (Laughter.) 

Batou SATYA KINKAR SAHANA: Sir, when I speak to them 
ancient history and metaphysics cannot but creep in there. 

Batou JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Only poetry. 

Batou SATYA KINKAR SAHANA: Some of the inmates have 
admitted that they were misled and 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid, Mr. Sahaua, you are not follow- 
ing my instructions. 

Babu SATYA KINKAR SAHANA: Some *bf (lie inmates are 
political prisoners. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: How many ? 

Batou SATYA KINKAR SAHANA: I know of four at least. They 
admitted to me that they were misled and they were glad that they had 
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got an opportunity of a change. As regards the hunger-strike, I am 
not aware of any such thing in the Borstal Institution so far as political 
prisoners are concerned. If, Sir, all this is the outcome of vindictive- 
ness and niggardliness, such vindictiveness and niggardliness cannot be 
there. 

As regards hunger-strike, I have no experience of hunger-strike of 
these political prisoners, but I have some experience of hunger-strike of 
politically-minded college students, and I know on what flimsy grounds 
they can raise such hobgoblins. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: On a point of order. Sir. The 
hon’ble member has referred to politically-minded college students, and 
I w'ant your ruling whether he is in order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He is surely jumping from one thing to 
another. I must warn him once again not to stray away from the real 
issue involved in the question now before the House. 

Bftbu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: All that I can say, Sir, is that 
they are not ill-treated. The cry of ill-treatment reminds me of ft few 
lines— from a song of the poet Tagore, which are as follows 

4S «n*i;rBi °tnt *f* cfiSl, 

*t TOT TO* Itt* Wtt 

*lf5r*ti»rf* V* » M 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. I have no time to listen to all 
that. You always bring in ancient bistors, metaphysics or poetry. 
(Laughter.) 

Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: I oppose these motions. 

Mr. A. RAHEEM: Mr. President, Sir, the matter under discussion 
is one on which I cannot give a silent vote, and, therefore, I desire to 
make a few observations in connection with certain remarks made by 
my friends Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray and I)r. Amulya Ratan Ghpse 
about the ill-treatment with detenus and political prisoners in jails. It 
ia one of th«f mos? ordinary things, Sir, for the interested parties to 
spread a rumour, which may be true or false, in any matter in which 
they are interested. It is equally easy for people Jo believe it. Sir, 1 
wish my friend Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray, before sending in this 
token cut motion, should have taken the trouble of finding it out 
whether his informations were true or not, which I am sure he did not 
care to do. However, now I give him some informations in reply to 
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bis criticism about the jail administrations 0^ trust he will be satisfied 
with them. * The first suggestion, Mr. Ray made was that Government 
should appoint non-official visitors for jails and detention camps which, 
according to Mr. Ray, would ease the situation to a certain extent. 
Sir, I may inform him that there are boards of non-official visitors who 
inspect the jails and detention camps. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. All that I said was that non-official visitors should be 
appointed for the Deoli Jail. Is the hon’ble member in a position to 
state that there are such visitors for the Deoli Jail? 

Mr. A. RAHEEM: I do not know particularly about the Deoli 
Jail. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Then in hat case, Sir, 
the lion ble member should not have made such sweeping remarks. At 
any rate, I do not require any correction from him. 


Mr. A. RAHEEM: Sir, so far as Deoli Jail is concerned there is 
no reason to suppose that there is not a board of visitors. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: If there is an>, it does 
not consist of any member from Bengal. 

Mr. A. RAHEEM: 1 am not quite certain about it. So tar as 
Calcutta is concerned, I know for certain that there are non-official 
visitors, and I have been one ot them for many years. Some of the 
visitors do not take any interest in the matter. For example, one of 
my colleagues Mr. Nurendra Nath Law, whom I do not find in this 
House to-day, has not visited the Presidency Jail since 1931, the year 
in which he last visited it. Well, Sir, if the visitors do not discharge 
their duties properly, then it is unfair to blame the Government. 
Sir, my last visit to the Presidency Jail was only on last Friday, that 
is, about four days ugo. So far as the Presidency Jail is concerned, 
I can most emphatically assure my friends that their informations are 
absolutely incorrect. When I visited the Presidency Jail, there were 
ovqr 90 detenus in that jail. Out of them I met about 15. When I 
went there— it was early morning— I found them taking their morning 
tea, with toasts and butter. I had a talk with almdkt alPof them, and 
found them quite jolly and pleased. I was very particular in asking* 
each of them whether they had any complaint to make, and perhaps my 
hon’ble friend Mr. Rav will be surprised to hear that they ail 
unanimously told me that they had no complaints whatsoever of the 
nature mentioned by Mr. Ray. Sir, it will be an exaggeration if I gay* 
that they had no complaint of any kind. There was a complaint which 
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thty brought to my notici^t is about the excessive rates which they have 
to pay for their foodstuffs?^ The detenus are allowed annas 14 per head 
per diem and, further, they are allowed to choose their articles of 
diet. The foodstuff is supplied by contractors, and so, as one can 
understand, there may be reasonable ground for discontent on that 
account. I also made inquiries about this complaint from the Superin- 
tendent of the jail and found that he had a petition with him which 
was submitted by the detenus in connection with the same complaint, 
and I am pleased to say that the Superintendent was prompt in his 
efforts to remove the complaint. Now, Sir, the second complaint which 
my friend Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray lias made is that when any 
detenu falls ill, the jail authorities take very long to inform his 
relatives. In answer to this I might inform the hon’ble member that 
under the rules as given in the Jail Code there is no provision for 
informing the relatives of any inmutes of a jail. But in spite of the 
absence of any such rule in the Jail Code, the relatives are informed if 
the case of illness of any prisoner is serious. 

Then, Sir, as regards the remarks of my other friend, Dr. Amulya 
Katan Ghose, about wire-netting in jails, he alleged that the detenus 
and political prisoners are kept in a wire-netting rage when their 
relatives or friends go to interview them, and the visitors are kept in 
another wire-netting cage some 12 or 15 feet fur from the prisoners. 
Sir, so far as the Presidency Jail is concerned, the statement of my 
friend is far from the truth. As far as my personal knowledge goes, 
these interview’s with the detenus take place in a room; of course there 
is a screen of w t ire-netting in the room and the v datives or friends are 
allowed to go up to the wire-netting which keep them away about tw r o 
feet only away from the prisoners. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: No, no. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Are you ^peaking of the 
Dum Dum Jail? 

Mr. A. RAHEEM: I have already said that I Am speaking about 
the Presidency Jail. Sir, the wire-netting is provided just for the sake 
of precaution, so that the visitors may not be able to pass anything to 
the detenus through the netting. As regards the political prisoners # of 
Class A, I knqjy thqy are allowed to meet with their friends and relatives 
in the Superintendent's office room. So, Sir, the complaint of 
Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose has no substantial foundation. 

Dr# AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, may I ask the hon’ble 
member, through you, whether he has any experience of ihe Dura Dum 
JaflP 
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Bibu dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Ifcns the same everywhere. 

Rtr. A. RAHEEM: 1 have repeatedly told the House that 1 am 
speaking of the Presidency Jail, and I believe similar arrangements are 
in the other jails. I oppose these motions. 

The HovPble Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, we are dealing with motions 
Nos. 366, which refers to the treatment of detenus and political 
prisoners, 367, which refers to the interviewing of convicts through a 
wire-netting in the Dura Duin Special Jail, and 376, which refers to 
the conditions of the Hijli Jail and the ill-treatment of prisoners there. 
The discussion has ranged over such a large number of subjects that I 
find it rather difficult to answer all the points raised in a connected 
and well-reasoned way. With regard to Dr. Ghose’s complaint about 
wire-netting in the Duin Duin Special Jail, I inquired about it and 
found that the conditions there for interviewing the prisoners are very 
little different from what obtain in other jails and I submit, Sir, that 
there is nothing in particular, so far as the Dum Dum Special Jail is con- 
cerned, to which one can really take any exception. There is nothing 
to prevent the interviewer and interviewee from having conversations. 
The precaution for wire-netting, uh the previous speaker has said, is 
necessary for obvious reasons. Beyond that I do not think that we 
can go very far. In fact, I found it rather difficult to follow what 
Dr. Ghose's real objection to this wire-netting was, and I fail to 
understand what his objection could be. The wire-netting, in fact, is 
a barrier through which physical contact is not possible, and it is 
absolutely necessary. He spoke at some length about conditions in 
Hijli Special Jail; that is, whenever he was brought back to the Special 
Jail instead of running away to the detention camp which confused the 
issue. There I must confess that again I found it rather difficult to 
follow him. lie was unable to name the prisoner or the date of the 
occurrence or place where it happened, but it was something about the 
ill-treatment of a released prisoner who was at once thrown back into 
jail. If this sort of accusation is brought against our jail officials and 
Government, I submit, it ought to be supported by facts and circum- 
stances of a definite kind, and I do not think that we can be expected to 
bring forward facts to disprove such ill-supported accusations. 

'Mr, P. Banerji also made one of those speeches which I myself — 
I do not know whether I am singular in this — fouqd it father difficult 
to follow. He made a series of very grave accusations against Govern- 
ment and against jail officers, and possibly he had good grounds for 
making those accusations. He certainly made the remarks in a 
categorical way, but there again whether he had definite grounds or 
definite proof of the facts which he alleged, I do not know. If he 
conies to me or Mr^ Ray with the facts that he alleged, I shall be only 
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too glad to inquire, if necessary, and give an answer if necessary, 
and endeavour to explain the conditions. But I submit that the vague 
aocusations made on the floor of this House simply do harm. 
They advance his case, if he has a case, no further, because they 
cannot really discredit the persons against whom they are alleged, 
simply because they are based on no apparent foundation. I do feel 
that this sort of wild allegations if made at all should be made on the 
basis of definite information. If this sort of unfounded information 
goes outside the House and published, it can do an immense amount of 
harm. One thing in particular which I wish to deprecate was the 
attack on the Inspector-General of Prisons. Well, Sir, the Govern- 
ment have the utmost confidence in Colonel Flowerdew. There is no 
indication whatever that during the years Colonel Flowerdew served in 
this province, to believe that like other officers lie was not only 
devoted to his duties but had also the interests so far as it is com- 
patible, with a proper system of jail administration of the inmates of 
the jails at heart, and we have no reason whatever to believe that there 
was the slightest foundation for the allegations which Mr. Banerji 
made to the effect that he is an overzealous officer and that he is only out 
to wreak his ill-will on the convicts who are under his care. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: May 1 inquire whether lie* is acting under the 
direction of Government? 

The HOft’ble Mr. R. N. REID; Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjea 
brought up the question and read out several resolutions of the recent 
Conference of the Inspeetors-General of Prisons and in u very carefully 
considered speech he explained to us some of the resolutions on which 
he based his apprehensions that the Prisons officers as a body were out 
to be rather harsh and inconsiderable in their administration. He 
asked us for an assurance that before those resolutions were brought 
into force in this province, the non-official members of this House 
should be given an opportunity of considering them. I think it is 
scarcely a practical proposition, because it is generally agreed and, in 
fact it is. a fundamental axiom, that a legislative body, such as this. 
Council is, is not the body to consider executive rules and orders. 
Legislative bodies pass laws and give the executive Government powers, 
which that Government uses according to its best ability and according 
to its own lights, but it has never been held to be the duty of k 
Legislative Coiyicil ^o scrutinize the executive orders, the administra- 
tive orders that the Local Government may pass. Actually, I have not 
seen those resolutions of the Conference of the Inspeetors-General of 
Prisons. No doubt they will reach us in due course, through th# 
Government of India, and they will certainly receive very careful 
consideration. We shall not accept any of them without considering 
whether they are the sort of thing that we want in^this province and. 
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whether they are suitable for putting into force in thig province; It ig 
unfair perhaps to pillory the resolutions of the Conference oi the 
Inspectors-General of Prisons in the way Mr. Mookerjee did, because 
after all they are looking at the problems which they are considering 
from a particular point of view. I have no doubt that the resolutions 
which they passed were the result of their experience, in many cases 
bitter experience, of the trouble to which the recalcitrant prisoners can 
put the jail staff. We have plenty of such experience in this province 
and there are no limits to the way in which the prisoners, specially if 
they are in large numbers, can go in the way of harassing and making 
the life of the jail staff miserable. He mentioned one point about 
outside medical practitioners. At the present moment outside medical 
practitioners can be and are called into jails, and that is in accordance 
with the Jail Code. Whether Government are likely to accept what 
I think Mr. Mookerjee described as one of the recommendations of the 
Conference which sought to bar them in future, I do not know and I 
cannot say offhand, but it is extremely unlikely. Then he asked 
whether we took periodical stock of the position of the detenus. We 
do. Every detenu’s case is brought up after a year, and we consider 
his case with a view to see whether the order should be continued for 
another period or whether it should be cancelled or not. That is 
regularly done. 

Mr. N. K. Basu dwelt on the question of Deoli. I think the House 
is well aware of the reason why the Deoli Camp was started in 1932. 
There was a great congestion in Bengal and we could, not accommodate 
further detenus here, and that is one reason why it was started. The 
second reason was this: that these men which we have in the Detention 
Camp are all men who are deep in the terrorist movement. To remove 
them outside the province does make a difference both to conditions here 
and also to their own mentality. It is quite wrong to say that at 
Deoli there is no food available fit for Bengalees. Special arrange- 
ments are being made there so that they can get fish. It is brought 
from a considerable distance at a considerable expense, but they do 
get it, and every endeavour is made to see that they get the kind of 
food they are accustomed to as far as possible in their own country. 
An assurance to that effect was given in the Assembly and that 
assurance has been acted up to. The climate there is not uncongenial, 
though of different kind from Bengal. It is very dry but on the whole 
healthy and is extremely good. It is not a desert. I have seen the 
place. 

Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray has referred to unnatural deaths in 
Deoli. I am quite certain that the deaths were not due to climatic 
conditions there, and as one knows that among a body of 500 men sent 
up there you cannot expect all of them to be immune from disease and 
you cannot prevent attacks of appendicitis. The medical arrangements 
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there are definitely good, and the Government of India are very insistent 
that we should have good medical officers on the spot and they are 
carefully looked after. Each section of the camp has a compounder 
and a dresser who have no other duty except to look after the immediate 
wants of a particular section of the camp. In cases of a serious nature 
the Medical Officer in charge of the Camp gets into touch with the 
Chief Medical Officer of Ajwere and, if necessary, these cases are sent 
to the Victoria Hospital at Ajmere which is a very well-equipped 
hospital, under the Chief Medical Officer’s care. 

Regarding one other point, I think it was suggested that we ought 
to have a board of Bengalee visitors for Deoli Camp. I doubt if it is 
a practical proposition. There is already a board of visitors consisting 
of Indian gentlemen for the camp who do visit the jail regularly. I 
think it is going too far and perhaps it is rather difficult for the board 
of visitors from Bengal to go periodically to Deoli, which is a long way 
off, and visit these detenus. Judging from the reports we have just 
received from Mr. Abdur Rahim us to the attention paid by the non- 
official visitors to detenus in certain jails, I wonder whether visitors 
from Bengal would be anxious to go to Deoli 


Mr. NAREHDRA KUMAR BA8U: To such a healthy place, I 
think everybody would like to go. 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: 1 think thut is all that 1 have to 
say on these particular motions. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: May I usk the Hon’ble 
Member a question ? The Hon’ble Member has said in bis reply that 
he is unable to place those recommendations of the Conference before 
the House for consideration. Would it be possible for the Hon'ble 
Member to consider whether those resolutions could be placed before 
edme non-official members of the House or the Jails Standing Com- 
** inittee for discussion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I shall be very glad to place theip 
before the Jails Standing Committee to have their advice. 

(The Council wa? then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

(The time-limit for the discussion of the head was reached and the 
guillotine was applied.) 

20 
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Mr. Shan ti Shekhareswar Ray’s motion being put, a diviiion was 
taken with the following result: — 


AYE8. 


All, Maalvl Htutn. 

•aik, Mauhri lyitf Majid. 
Baaarjl, Mr. P. 

•mm, Mr. Narandri Kumar. 
Obaudhuri, Salt Klibarl Mahan. 
Obaalbury, Mauhri Naral ANar. 
(kw, Dr. Amulya Satan. 


Mafia, Kaoi tm da du l . 

Marti, Mr. R. 

Mtakarjaa, Mr. Syamapratad. 
Rag, Bala tak Lai. 

Rai Makaaal, Mualadra Dal. 
Ray, Mr. Haiti Hakhartavar. 
Rant, Bala Haaani. 


NOE8. 


Ahmad, Khan Bahadar Maalvl Emadaddln. 

All, Mr. Altai. 

Armttraag, Mr. W. L. 

Aihurarth, Mr. e. 8. 

Bal, Bala LalH Kumar. 

Bal, Ral lalll tarat Chandra. 

Barman, Bala Pramlari. 

Barma, Rai lahil Panabanan. 

Bailr Uddln, Khan lalib Maalvl Molammtd. 

Baaa, Mr. I. M. 

Battamlay, Mr. 4 . M. 

Bara, Mr. H. N. 

Claudkarl, Klin Bahadur Maalvl Allmunaman. 
Claadlarl, Khan Bahadur Maalvl Haliur Rahman. 
Chaadhuri, Dr. Jagaadra Chandra. 

Ohturdbury, Maalvl Ahdul Qhanl. 

Oahan, Mr. D. 4 . 

Dai, Rai Bahadur Kamlnl Kumar. 

Dutt, Mr. 8. «. 

Idglty, Mr. N. 8. A. 

luiutll, Maalvl Nar Rahman Khan. 

Paragui, tha Man'bla Naarah K. 8. M., Khan 
Bahadur. 

Faarcui, Mr. L R. 

Bhata, tha Han'hla Hr Ohara Chandar. 

Shuinavl, tha Manila Alhadj Naarah Bahadur Hr 
Ahdalkarim, at DUduar. 

Bllihrlat, Mr. R. N. 

Bladdlng, Mr. D. 

Buka, Bala Pratulla Kumar. 

•«ha, Mr. P. N. 

Magna, Khan Bahadur Mauhri Axlaul. 

Magg, Mr. 8. P. 

M attain, Maalvl Muhammad. 

Maatalu, Maalvl Latitat. 


Karim, Mauhri Ahdul. 

Kaatm, Mauhri Ahul. 

Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauhri Muanam All. 
Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Maguira, Mr. L T. 

Martin, Mr. 0. M. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

MKttr, Mr. I. C. 

Mittra, Baba larat Chandra. 

Mamin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. 
Makbapadhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. 
Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Babary. 

Nag, Ravarand B. A. 

Naiimaddin, tha Han'hla Mr. Kharaja. 
Nartan, Mr. H. R. 

Quaaam, Maalvl Ahul. 

Rahaam, Mr. A. 

Rabmaa, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. ANar-. 

Ray, Baku Khattar Mahan. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray Chandlery, Mr. K. C. 

Raid, tha Haa'bla Mr. R. N. 

Ray, tha Man'bla Sir Bijay Praaad Siagk. 
Ray, Mr. Sailaaurar Singh. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kamar. 

Sakaaa, Babu Satya Kiukar. 

Sarkar, Rai Bahadur Rabat! Mahan. 

Saa, Rai Sahib Akthay Kumar. 

San, Mr. B. R. 

Stavaa, Mr. 4 . W. R. 

Taaruaad, Mr. M. P. V. 

WUkiutaa, Mr. M. R. 

William*, Mr. A. daO. 

Waadbaad, tha Man'bla Mr. A A. 


“Ayes” being 14 anti the “Noes” 08, the motion was lost. 

The two motions of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose were then put 
lost. 

The main demand under head “25 — Jails and convict settlements'* 
was then put aud agreed to. * 
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26— Polio*. 

The HotTble Mr. R. N. REID: On the recommendation of Hit 
Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Ra. 2,08,30,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “2G— Police.” 

I do not intend to take up much of the time of the House in moving 
this demand, hut I want to explain one or two points. If you refer 
to page 04 of the Ked Book it will be seen that there is an increase 
of Rs. 1,50,000 in the estimate for the next year as compured with 
the revised estimate for the current year. I am taking the figure for 
the whole of the demand, both voted and non-voted. The revised 
estimate was Rs. 2,23,09,000 and the estimate for 1934-35 it 
Rs. 2,24,05,000. This increase of Rs. 1,50,000 is mainly due to the 
fact that we have to make provision for a full year for tem|>orary 
staff which was entertained at various times during the current yeur 
in order to meet the necessities imposed upon us by the terrorist 
movement. 

I would like to point out a few figures in connection with the 
budget estimates and these are as follows: — 

Taking the year 1929-80, the actual expenditure on the police was 
Rs. 2,09,10,000. Now, the estimate for 1934-35, us I have said just 
now, is Rs. 2,24,05,000. This increase is, I may say, due to the sub- 
versive movement to which the province lias been a victim during the 
last four years and mainly to the terrorist movement. I have had 
some figures prepared which distinguish what may he called the 
normal police expenditure and which show, as compared w*ith that, 
the extra expenditure which has been imposed upon us by the neces- 
sity of taking special measures to deal with the terrorist movement. 
At the risk of boring the House, I would rend out some of the figures: 

I would start with the actuals of 1929-30. In that year the actuals 
Ra. 2, 09, 1G, (HK) ; then in 1930-31 an extra expenditure on account 
of the revolutionary movement and the civil disobedience movement 
was imposed on us to the tune of Rs. 14,01,000: in 1931-32 the extr* 
amount incurred for this purpose was Rs. 15,39,000 which, again, in 
1932-33 it was Ra. 20,20,000. Then the budget estimate for 1933-34 
( waa Ra. 23,70,000. But the revised estimate reduced that to 
Ra. 21,83,000 mid finally in the budget estimate for 1934-35 we get 
an extra expenditure on this account to the extent of Rs. 22,12,000: 
«Mt is to say, it comes to this, that on our normal expenditure on 
'p8&e, if we subtract that extra expenditure (I am taking the budget 
figures for 1934-35), rrr., the estimated expenditure of Rs. 22,12,000 
from the whole budget estimate for 1934-35, we get tbe figure of 
S*. 2,02,63,000, which we may term the normal jjplice expenditure 
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far the coming year. If we compare that figure with the actuals of 
1929-30, which is the year before all our trouble began, we get a 
difference of Its. G, 03,000, that is to say, the normal police expendi- 
ture budgeted for the year 1934-35, is estimated at Rs. 6,63,0Q0 less 
than the actuals of the year 1929-30. Sir, figures are proverbially 
things that one can juggle with, but I think they give a fair picture 
of the actual state of affairs, and I can claim that it does show that 
Government has made endeavours to keep the normal police expen- 
diture within reasonable bounds and that in fact they have been 
successful in reducing the expenditure in some respects. This is 
borne out also by the figures which deal with the actual police estab- 
lishment. For instance, in 1929 the permanent police establishment, 
that is to say, the number of men on the permanent staff, including 
the Eastern Frontier Rifles, was 31,213. In 1933 the total was 30,8$B; 
ft is not a very big difference, but it is a difference, and it is a 
difference on the right side. On the other hand, you must face the 
fact that our temporary staff has had to be very largely increased. 
The temporary staff, for instance, in the Calcutta Police in 1929 was 
18, whereas in 1933 it was 245; similarly, in the Bengal Police the 
temporary staff in 1929 was 779 and in 1933 it was 3,153: that tem- 
porary staff was required mainly for the Intelligence Branch that we 
have mainly to depend to combat the revolutionary movement. They 
have done extraordinarily good work in bringing the revolutionary move- 
ment, so far as police action can go, under a great measure of control, 
and we owe them a great debt of gratitude for all their efforts. Those 
of you who have read the Resolution on the Annual Report of t lie Police 
Department for 1932 will have seen that Government ure determined 
that so long as the revolutionary movement continues Government 
will continue to support the Intelligence Branch in all its reasonable 
demands in order to combat the terrorist movement. Then I said, Sit. 
that we owe a great debt of gratitude for the work that the police 
have done in unravelling terrorist conspiracies in the different parts 
of the province, I must also say that we also owe a great debj;. 4 )f 
gratitude to the whole of the Police Force for the work that they hdvef 
done under very dangerous circumstances. 

The House will no doubt have read the accounts of retrenchment 
made by Government in regard to the police mentioned among other 
beads of the budget in the Red Book; pages 14-15 deals with police, 
and it will be seen that the ultimate savings which have been agreed 
to up till now are Rs. 3,78,000. The main savings rfre due to reduc- 
tions in two main branches of the police, viz., Railway Police and 
River Police. The Railway Police reduction has been maUpjlby 
abolishing a certain number of railway police-stations and by rednlrag 
the staff to a considerable extent and abolishing all the District Detec- 
tive Departments, which formerly existed, except those in Howrah 
and the 24-Pargenas which it is necessary, I think for fairly obvious 
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rewons, to retain. There is no re ferine to the* River Police in thia 
boolr, because the retrenchments which have been decided upou in 
that respect have since been the subject of decision of Government. 
The Scheme is not yet finally completed, and there are a certain 
number of other comparatively subsidiary matters to be agreed and 
decided upon in regard to some matter which concerns particularly 
the jute industry— in the jute trade at certain times of the year. The 
jute trade has represented that they want protection in the way of 
patrolling, and so on, in the jute season, and Government are considering 
whether they can meet them in this respect, while at the same time 
carrying out those reductions in the establishment of the River Police 
which have been practically decided upon. The main scheme of 
retrenchment in the matter of the River Police is to amalgamate the 
hjfherto separate River Police staff with the local district staff, and 
tile scheme involves a reduction in the superior supervising staff. The 
total saving on this account is expected to be very nearly a lakh of 
rupees, and I hope we shall be able to finally decide upon the form 
which this scheme should take and to put the scheme into working 
order. I think it would be clear from these decisions that Govern- 
ment is alive to the necessity of making retrenchment wherever 
possible even in these times when one could quite reasonably claim 
that reduction in t he police staff is perhaps dangerous and difficult to 
carry out. I do not think I need draw the attention of the Houm* to 
any more j>oints in connection with this motion, as there are a large 
number of cut motions which will allow the House to discuss the 
4 ' Pol ice” budget in greater detail. 

Motions foe hkih ction or hkfcsai.. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that the demand 
of. Rs. 2b, '19, 500 uder the head “2b A — Presidency Police — Calcutta 
Police — Pay of establishment” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to replace 
European sergeants by Indians). 

Sir, I had been tabling this identical motion for the last two or 
years in this Council as a resolution of public interest, but 
unfortunately I bad no chance to have a say on this matter on those 
occasions as the ballot was against me. Fortunately this time J have 
got the chance of giving expression to my views about this particular 
aspect of the question. The first time that I had tabled this motion 
I was asked by many young men of Bengal of all castes and creeds 
about the prosgeet gf the motion. They were so eager to have this 
motion passed so as to get an assurance or even a ray of hope regard- 
ing the prospect of this motion that they repeatedly insisted on the 
mtrnen being discussed, but they were disappointed as the matter did 
not come up for discussion in the Council on previous occasions. 
Wh want to Indianise that portion of the police staff which is now the 
monopoly of the Europeans by the replacement of ^Indians — whether 
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(hey he Muhammadans, or Hindus or Christians, or to whatever reli- 
gious faith they may -belong. T do not know why the sergeants should 
be recruited only from the European community or at the bestp from 
the Anglo-Indian community. Sir, 1 do not know what speqiai dis- 
qualifications we, the Indian, have got to enter these serviced. Sir, 
from the time the Bengalee Battalion was formed and the Bengalees 
joined the military services and subsequently disbanded, there is a 
strong desire amongst youngmen of Bengal to join the Military 
Service and as they could not do that, they at least want to join the 
Police Service and take the place of the European sergeants. If that 
is not done, I think able-bodied, strong and healthy young men who 
are trying to find some jobs — as they are suffering from unemploy- 
ment and as it is said that the idle brain is the devils’ workshop — 
may go astray and join the terrorist movement or some other subver- 
sive movement. I do not say that they do so, but there is likelihood 
of their doing so. If these young men are taken to fill up the place 
of the European sergeants, at least to some extent — though it may be 
to a very small extent — the question of unemployment in our own 
country may be solved. 

There is another point : We can save a lot of money if we employ 
Indians in place of Europeans in the police staff. The sergeants in 
the Bengal Police get a monthly salary ranging from Its. 175 to 
Its. 226 and in the Calcutta Police they get a salary of Rs. 200 to 
Rs. 250 a month and the sub-inspectors of police whose grade, I think, 
is higher than those of the sergeants, get Rs. 80 to Rs. 120 in the 
Bengal Police und Rs. 150 to Rs. 200 in the Calcutta Police. If you 
take the case of the inspectors they also do not get much higher pay 
than their subordinates — sergeants — that is, the inspectors get 
Rs. 175 to Rs. dOO in the Calcutta Police and Rs. 250 as maximum 
in the Bengal Police. The assistant suh-inspectors get Rs. 00 to Rs. 40 
in the Bengal Police and Rs. 00 to Rs. 50 in the Calcutta Police. 
T have stated these figures just to ^ i ve an idea to the members of this 
House how cheaply we can get policemen if we recruit them from 
amongst Indians instead of Europeans. If we have to maintain a 
staff of sergeants from the Europeans as we are now doing, we will 
have to spend enormously. With this deficit budget, 1 ask in all 
seriousness the members of this House, whether they are Muham- 
lpndans or non-official Europeans or even Bengalees, I mean Hindus, 
whether it will be wise at this stage to spend this huge sum of money 
for the maintenance of a staff of European sergrtmts ^whereas we can 
•ave a lot of money, although I have not calculated upon the amount 
of money that will be saved, but it will be certainly something over 
A lakh of rupees, if we can take Indian sergeants instead of these 
European sergeanU. There is no question of nationality in this, but 
it is a question of pure economy when we are suffering for want of 
money in several pther respects. We are suffering from malaria, from 



311 


mi.] * PBMAND FOR QBANT. ^ 


tuberculosis, from the scourge of cholera ami sn?afl-|$x and Govern- 
ing cannot provide for the prevention or for the treatment of these 
maladies. In spite of all this, if we have to maintain this luxury of 
Europdfen sergeants in this country at a huge cost and that too hy 
borrowing money, it will he nothing hut a condemnation of any 
civilised nation in the world. Then, again, if the question of the 
dealings of. these European sergeants are considered I must say, with- 
out any fear of contradiction, that these European sergeants deal in 
a manner which is not acceptable to the public at large. These 
foreigners do not know the mentality, the customs and ways of the 
people of this country and they cannot serve the Indian people with 
as much courtesy as could he expected from Indian officers or Indian 
sergeants. Sir, in the past we have heard and we know of various 
complaints against these European sergeants — how they have treated 
even the ladies who in their patriotic fervour joined the civil dis- 
obedience movement. We also know how these European sergeants 
treated the young men who joined the non-violent civil disobedience 
movement during the last two or three years. These questions were 
discussed so many times on the floor of this House that we have very 


bitter experience of the dealings and the ways of their treatment of 
the Indian public*. There is always the superiority complex, as they 
call it, in the European sergeants. Though they are in the service of 
the people, they cannot forget this, because of their complexion and 
the nationality to which they belong. It is for that reason they can- 
not treat properly the Indian public*. They always think themselves 
that they are in a superior position. They forget that they have 
come here to serve the people and they have their sustenance from 
the money provided hy the people. They forget this and that is why 
we have experienced so much had dealings in the hands of these 
European sergeants. I do not say that every European sergeant has 
been treuting the people roughly, but there are instances gat ore where 
European sergeants have been treating the Indian public very badly. 
There are also posts of sergeants who have very little work to do. 
We see here in this Council and in the surroundings that the Euro- 


pean sergeants have got no work to do. If this force of sergeants is 
Indianised, what harm can there be!' fA voic k : “Nothing.”) Gov- 
ernment have always said that they endeavour sincerely to Indinnise 
every service as far as possible. I want to know bow far they have 
endeavoured to sincerely Indianise this department? 1 do not know 
whether they have done anything in this respect. I, therefore, strongly 
urge upon the members of this House to consider this question seriously, 
because it is high time to think and remedy this state of affairs when 
we the Indians, children of the soil, should be dying of starvation, 
suffering from unemployment and foreigners should come and enjoy 
their huge salaries. I, therefore, commend my motion to the 
acceptance of the House. 0 
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Mr. tHANTl 8HEKHARE8WA* BAT: I' support my 

frieud Dr. Ghose. Sir, it is the declared policy of fro Pasiiauient, 
as you will find in the Preamble of the Government of India Act, to 
provide for increased number of Indians in the Indian administration. 
But I feel, so far as the Government of Bengal is concerned^ they 
have failed to accept and carry out this policy in the matter of 
Indianisation of this branch of the Police Service — I mean the Euro- 
pean sergeants in Calcutta. Sir, this is not a new subject. We have 
discussed the subject more than once in this House, and we Hfcve 
pressed our views before the Government. Well, |he attitude of the 
Government has been most unreasonable. They have also the bogey 
for us of communal disturbances in connection with the employment 
of European sergeants in Calcutta. Fortunately, Sir, there has been 
no communal disturbance for the last ten years or so, at least com- 
munal disturbance of a serious nature. But, Sir, I do not know 
whether we are going to have communal disturbance in the near 
future in order to justify the attitude of the Government in this matt^. 
Sir, 1 think that by the lapse of time that bogey is going to lose 
all its force. Sir, we are told that the European sergeants are neces- 
sary in order to deal with a certain class of people. We do not know 
what class of people they are intended to deal with. Sir, we generally 
find them posted at street corners or at crossings in addition to the 
traffic police, so either the traffic police is inefficient or these sergeants 
are superfluous. Why do you place so many persons on duty when 
you can get the work done by only the traffic police or by the 
sergeants P Sir, 1 shall not deal with the racial aspect of the question 
to-day, because it is very difficult to impress upon the present Gov- 
ernment that it is not desirable to appoint these people on racial 
grounds — at least to this branch of Government service reserved for a 
particular community. I would have no objection if the Government 
o? Bengal made an attempt to introduce a certain number of Indians 
to tliis force — 1 mean the people of Bengal — for the sort of work for 
which the European sergeants are indispensihle. By the failure to 
do that, the Government have exposed themselves to very serious 
charges, that is, of showing partiality to one particular community 
nt the cost of the rest of the people. My friend Dr. Ghose has rightly 
levelled the charge that these people — the European sergeants — are 
highly paid, whereas you can get similar type of men from this 
province on a much lesser scale of pay, and then also I would press 
on the Government the desirability of recruiting as^ many Anglo- 
Indians in the force instead of the discharged soldiers, because the 
Anglo-Indians who have settled in this province are certainly one of 
us, and we can have no objection to their employment, and I find 
a large number of them are out of employment because they cannot 
get suitable services. But instead of employing them, you just 
employ discharged soldiers in the force. Why do you do that? Can’t 
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you send th'«S back to thrib native country? Sir, thfflW.u very little 
to apeak- thhaubjeot as this has been discussed on many occasions, 
and I again ask the Government to take serious notice of the fueling 
of jj^Ke people on the matter and accept for there is still time, our 
suggestions and begin taking suitable Bengalees into the force, so 
that the charge may not be levelled later on, when the Government 
will pass from the hands of irresponsible bureaucracy to the hands 
of the representatives of people, that suitable men were available 
and* could be employed. 


Mr. P. BANERJI : Sir, personally I feel that we would like to* 
have rather European sergeants than the Indian sergeants for the 
simple reason that we would like to have European servants not only 
in this but also in other departments. But, it 1ms been |>ointed out 
by Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray that the time is not yet ripe for it,, 
agd when we have the freedom of the country, then only we will 
ttftnsider that question, and we will not grudge any European employed 
under us. That is a different matter. Now if Government always 
think that they are doing justice to the people — at least a section of 
the people — we fail to understand what reason there can he that for 
a particular department the services of these sergeants will he abso- 
lutely recruited from a particular community. For what reason may 
I inquire !" There is a good deal of force in the argument of Dr. Ghost- 
when he sa\s, and we also feel, that you should not appoint those 
persons to look after the interest of the people who have no interest 
in the land. The result has l»een that their treatment 1ms always been 
harsh. Though their business is to look after the peace and tran- 
quility of the country, they always disturb it for the simple reason 
that they feel they have no interest in the country. They feel that 
they have come to make their pockets full of money. But if a person 
of this country is appointed, he might he an Anglo-Indian, Christian, 
or Muhammadan or Hindu, what will he the result h They will refuse 
to he harsh to the people, because they know that after retirement 
they will have to settle in the same country, and they will consider 
many times before taking any such action. I again say that very 
harsh treatment has been done to the people during the civil dis- 
obedience movement by the members of this police. Therefore, Sir, 
it is now' time that this matter should he considered. We have no 
objection as to what sort of person and from what community thefce 
class of people^ maj^ be taken. If the Hon'ble Home Member has any 
objection in taking the Anglo-Indian, let some of the Europeans may 
be appointed to protect their own homes. But so far as the public ia 
concerned, why should you give chances only to Europeans. Let thercr 
be Anglo-Indians and let there be Indians also in this department. 
There is a great deal of force in the arguments advanced by Mr. Shanti 
Shekhareswar Ray, and I support him. 
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Th* Hon’ We Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, I am sure we must all be very 
glad that Dr. Ghose has got this opportunity of airing his 
^upon the Calcutta Police sergeants, though I must say that it would 
perhaps he showing more consideration in this House if he had 
tented himself with reading the proceedings of 1933, on this #ery 
subject. He was a member of this House then, but possiblyyon 
account of his professional duties he could not attend the Cqtjtocil 
on the day on which this point was discussed. However, be that as 
it may, as the speakers have all said, this is an old question. There 
is nothing new that could be added. But what I can say is that it 
came up last year when it was thoroughly discussed. If I remember 
aright, Mr. Shanti Sliekhareswar Ray made a longer speech than he 
has considered it enough to give us to-day. The real answer to the 
suggestion that we should Indianise the force of European sergeants 
in Calcutta was given by my predecessor last year. He explained 
that Calcutta is a cosmopolitan city, where all classes of people live, 
not Bengalees alone, but all sorts of people, from the rest of India 
.and foreigners as well, and to deal with that kind of cosmopolitan 
population it is necessary that we want this class of officers. European 
sergeants or, as they used to be called, European constables, are no 
new thing in Calcutta. The Police Commission decided that they were 
necessary, and they are no less necessary to-day than they have been 
in the past. 

As regards the point of unemployment, ii is said that by employ- 
ing persons of this country as Calcutta Police sergeants instead of 
Europeans you will be solving the question of unemployment. But 
there are only 235 European sergeants in the Calcutta Police Force, 
and I do not think that that would go very far in solving the question 
of unemployment. 

I wish we could share Mr. Shanti Sliekhareswar Ray’s optimism 
about the question of communal trouble. He said that there has 
been no communal trouble during the last ten years. But that hardly 
coincides with facts, because in 192<> we had serious riots in Calcutta 
and, if I remember aright, there was a very great and insistent 
demand from the people of North Calcutta for the services of European 
sergeants or soldiers to guard the houses of the inhabitants of the 
locality. There has been no serious communal outbreak in Calcutta 
in recent years, but only last year in the mu fas ml , at Beldanga, 
we had a serious outbreak in which people lost t&eir iives. It is no 
good blinking at the facts. Communal trouble is capable of breaking 
out at any moment ; we must take precautions beforehand, and there 
is every justification for keeping on this particular class of force. 
It is not facing the facts to call communal trouble a bogey — it is a 
very real bogey — to which we cannot shut our eyes. I do not think 
it is necessary to deal longer with the subject which has been 
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v|"<; 'ughly discussed previously, and I am sure the House is anxious 
*M et on to other matters which possibly deal with perhaps more 
ijj|>ortant matters than this well-worn subject. 
f.l beg to oppose the motion. 

J|r. Wa La ARM8TR0NC: I)r. (those started by saying that it 
wa#*pot a question of nationality — this question of the transfer of the 
posS.from Europeans to Indians. He spoke of the superiority com- 
plex among the European sergeants; but superiority complex there is 
there must always be, just as a soldier in his uniform feels it, and 
unless he feels it he will at once be kicked out. It is astonishing 
what effect superiority complex has. It exists as well in the Metro- 
politan Police, and you cannot take any liberty with them, (hie 
thing that has been mentioned is the question of neutrality. You 
have the neutral body of men to protect you during serious communal 
riots. There have been serious riots in the last ten years. Member® 
W’ill remember that some years ago there was a trouble in the Kidder- 
pore Dock and the Sikh drivers would have been murdered wholesale 
unless there were the European sergeants. At one time the late 
Mr. C. 11. Das used his influence to bring an end to this trouble, but 
still it continued for the supposed grievance of a young kiddy being 
slaughtered at the King George’s Dock for the success of the con- 
struction. I am very glad that the Anglo-Indians in this case have 
received recognition from Ylr. Hoy. Coming as it does from him, 
I am sure that it is very good indeed that he has appreciated the 
services of the large body of Anglo-Indians who hold these posts. 
As to men recruited fiom the army, 1 consider a spell of life in the 
army to he absolutely suitable for police work. It has been mentioned 
that there is wastage, because there U an Indian traffic* police as also 
a European sergeant on duty. ^ nu cannot expect to control the 
traffic without having both of them on duty. If there is a little 
trouble, the traffic policeman is sure to he called, and if he has to leave 
his pqst, what would happen to the traffic unless then* are both of 
them? Aliout the act* of cruelty mentioned by the previous speakers, 
I do not think I mud say more except that I know of the most excep- 
tional cruelty on the part of the Indian Police* — I know there* has been 
a case in court, a case of rape which was not done by a European 
sergeant but an Indian pediceman. You cannot control in an efficient 
manner the traffic 1 and other police work in Calcutta without the hlffp 
of the European **rgeants, and I consider it would he a very had 
practice to remove them. 

Dr. Amulya Patau Ghose’s motion was then put and lost. 


lira Pa BANERJI: I beg to move that the demand of Us. 33, 20 r 000 
under the head “26A — Presidency Police — Calcutta Police” be reduced 

by Ra. 100. , 
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It is just to say a few words about the traffic management in the 
city of Calcutta that I move this motion. First of all I must coft- 
gfftttdate the Hon’ble Member for the steps he has taken to remo9& 
some of the grievances which I discussed very elaborately last tim# 
^nbout the corruption practised in route No. 5. Now that grievance 
has been removed. In this connection, I must also recall the telp 
*1hat has been given by the Bengal Bus Syndicate. That Syndicate 
has put one starter there with the facilities given by the departmitit, 
and the result has been that corruption near the Ochterloney Monu- 
ment opposite the Curzon Park has been put a stop to. On t|Js 
account I have to congratulate the Hon’ble Member, but at the dmBk, 
time I must say that if the Hon’ble Member will take similar Steps 
in all directions the whole corruption will be stopped. I think that 
there is some grievance somewhere, and I will mention that. There 
are many different routes in Calcutta. Excepting routes Nos. 12 and 
12B, in all the routes the buses have joined the Syndicate and the 
monthly system has been introduced. A time-table is kept, and each 
bus is allowed to start at an interval of tw'o or three minutes. If 
Government will co-operate with the Bus Syndicate and give them 
all facilities, I am confident whatever grievances there still exist will 
be removed. With these words I commend my motion. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 would not have taken 
any part in this debate but for the fact that I find that almost every 
day we have been hearing of charges of corruption against public 
servants in a manner which I think ought to lie taken notice of. I 
do not deny the legitimate demand of this Council, but surely I feel 
that it is not proper that a general charge of bribery and corruption 
should be levelled against any public service unless there is certain 
definite allegation which can he brought to the notice of the autho- 
rities. I do not wish to use any harsh expression, hut I do feel that 
unless all possible legitimate measures are taken, it would be suicidal 
for the future political development of the country if there is this 
tendency to bring about a general charge against any particular 
service. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, I am sorry to hear Khan Bahadur 
^Lzizul Haque speaking in the strain he has done, but I speak from 
experience when I say that bribery and corruption do prevail in this 
country in almost every branch of administration. ^In the Police 
Department particularly bribery is rampant. It is exceedingly diffi- 
cult for private individuals to bring home to a particular officer the 
charge of corruption. If Government had a secret service to spy 
upon misdeeds of their officers things would come to light which 
would be simply shockiug. It is idle to expect private individual!, 

particularly the poor people, to bring to the notice of GoveftjJ^toat 

!* 
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i^Btances of corruption and bribery on tbe part oi |£wK ofl^cers. 
Jjveryone knows that bribery ami corruption is the rule of th%4|y 
both in the mufassal and in Calcutta, and people are forced to take 
recourse to bribery and corruption in order to purchase peace. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: On a point of order. The motion*** 
wl^ch we are discussing refers to Calcutta Police. I do not know 
whether the member is in order referring to police generally. 

Hr. PRESIDENT: I think lie is replying to the comments made 

the Khan Bahadur. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: On a point of personal 
explanation. What I said I did not say as a general proposition. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: But there is no denying the fact that your 
remarks were of a general character. However, there is no use in 
pursuing it any further. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: However, it is very difficult to prove 
those charges. I think it is the duty of Government to take note 
ihat bribery and corruption do prevail in this country and Govern- 
ment should be on its guard and should take strong and effective 
measures to see that these practices are put a stop to. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: 1 also had not much intention 
to speak on this motion, but I am provoked to speuk after the speech 
of the Public Prosecutor of Krishnagar, Khan Bahadur Azizul Plaque, 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: It is better to huve 
some qualifications than no qualification. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: 1 think it is certainly better 
to be void of all qualifications ihan to have had qualification, if not, 
the worst qualifications. Regarding tiaffie management both in 
Calcutta and in the mufa.mil I think it is very hail. The manage- 
ment of the traffic mainly depends upon the money that the owners 
of the buses, the carts and others can pay. One private getlenqttt^ 
in his car will have to wait, whereas a lorry -driver will be allowed to 
pass on becadhe pays regularly. About the carters the less said 
the better. I can show, if any gentleman will come along with me 
and I can challenge Khan Bahadur Azizul Ilaque to come along with 
me, how bribery and corruption are going on. 

** ' jdfn Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I do not consider it 

worthwhile. 
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Dr. ^tliVLYA RATAN CH08E: Because in that you could not 
but he convinced that bribery and corruption does prevail. I can 
‘Allow any gentleman who would care to coiqe with me how bribery 
is going on and how the traffic in Calcutta is badly managed. In 
even street corner there is a constable and he employs a chokra and 
the chokra takes the bribe from the eartmen ; if the cartmen do not 
pay, they will be challaned. I believe this is known to the higher 
police officials. It is regrettable that instead of removing these evils 
they try to impute motives on the members of the public whose 
sincerety no one can question. As regards the management of buses, 
everyone knows that the buses are always overcrowded. What does 
the police do? Why do they not see and prevent from taking more 
than the required number of passengers and also control the speed? 
There are so many cases of accidents occurring every day that it is 
necessary to regulate the speed. If the traffic management were good, 
there would not have been so many cases of death daily. These are 
gluring facts which will go to show that the traffic management is 
anything blit satisfactory. 

I 

Rai Bahadur J0CE8H CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I had no mind to 
speak on this motion, but the speech of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose km 
provoked me to do so. Dr. Ghose said that street accidents are due 
to the negligence of the traffic police. I may point out that accidents 
generally take place where there are no traffic constables, and had 
there been no traffic police at all, there would have been any number 
of accidents, and I can say without hesitation that the traffic manage- 
ment is done nicely by the traffic police. Sir, it is not a fact, as 
suggested by Dr. Ghose, that bus and lorries are allowed to pass and 
private cars are detained by the traffic police. I myself have occasions 
to go round the streets of Calcutta often, and I have never seen such 
detention of private cars, and I do not think that this unnecessary 
accusation will go towards helping the Government in any way or to 
improve the traffic management. He should make some constructive 
suggestions and show some concrete case of negligence or mismanage- 
ment on the part of the traffic police, and should not make such vague 
and wild allegations; that is not good. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, a good many umbrageous speaker 
have been brought into the arena by the speech of Khan Bahama 
Aatirul llaque. My friend Maulvi Abul Quasem has made a general 
remark about corruption among Government servants. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not go into that. 

Mitllvi ABUL KA8EM: Whatever it is, Sir, I cannot deny ufi& 
can anybody deny that any branch of the administration is free from 
corruption but to say— \ 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, $rder. I have already there 

need be no reference with regard to the general remarks that came 
from the lips of Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque and Manlvi Abu! QuoaeMt 
that matter has been closed. You can offer any remark you like with 
regard to the motion that is now before the House. 


Maulvi ABUL KASEM: It is not fair, Sir, to select the police 
ur.d particularly the traffic police as a target for attack. There are 
oth^r places much worse 


Mr. PRESIDENT : Leave out “other places” fur the present. 


Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: It has been said that private car-owners 
do not complain because they cannot prove their case. Dr. Ghose 
comes forward and says that at any moment he is prepared to prove 
that corruption is being practised. My question to him and to others 
who share his view is that let them come forward and prove this 
corruption. Why have they not done so so long? Why do they not 
pkice their grie\anee before the* proper authority for remedy? The 
proper place for their remedy is to move the authorities at La3buzu r 
far as Caclutta is concerned and not this Council Chamber to mr 
their grievances. The* second question is that unless some off miff* 
can be proved against any man, be* he a private individual, a police* 
constable or a sergeant, how and by what means will Government 
be justified in punishing him? The suggestion bus been made that 
Go\ eminent should employ detectives to watch these constables and 
tiaffic policemen about their work and then in cuse they* are found 
guilty of corruption, punish them. They are to find out corruption, 
fcnd the people at large would neither take the trouble nor move in 
the matter: this is not justice and fair play. Thirdly, my friend 
Dr. Amulya Rat an Ghose says publicly in this House that at every 
corner of the Calcutta streets cart men and hackney-carriage drivers 
have to pay bribe and that the arrangement is that the bribe has to 
hi paid to the chokra who stands near the constable. Now, Sir, if 
lift be the case, then the eartmen and hackney-carriage drivers have 
to pay annas y) o^f of their income of, say annas 8. This is absurd 
on the face of it. Some of these things may be correct, but not about 
the Calcutta Police, but somewhere else. But with regard to Calcutta 
ihese remarks do not hold good. I do not propose to say anything 
more, as they may be outside the terms of this motion. I oppose the 
motion! and I have to say that the charges brought against the traffic 
police jn Calcutta are unjustifiable. 
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The HOfi’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, in listening to this debate, 
two interesting and refreshing features struck me. The first was 
thtti Mr. P. Banerji was good enough to congratulate me, or rather 
my department, on the success that it has achieved in putting down 
corruption on route No. 5. In fact, his speech generally on this 
motion was very encouraging. The second feature that must have 
struck almost everybody here is the extraordinary reluctance of the 
members to get up and speak on this motion — a reluctance which they 
overcame however with great fortitude and treated us to their views 
•on the subject of corruption. As regards the speech of the mover, 
we were discussing this very same thing at a meeting of the Police 
Standing Committee just the other day and Mr. P. Banerji told us 
that 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: On a point of order; 
Are not the Proceedings of Standing Committees confidential-' I got 
a ruling to this effect from the Chairman of a Standing Committee* 
«of which I am a member, the other day. * 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID. I am not aware of any such rules, 
Sir. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: It was the Hon’Me 

Mr. Khwaja Nnzimuddin, the Education Minister. It is also in the 
rules, as was pointed out by Mr. Wilkinson. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT : Mr. Shanti Shckhareswar Bay is right. Th^ 
rules say that the Proceedings of Standing Committees shall b© 
treated as confidential. 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: A cry well, perhaps I had better not 
refer these confidential -proceedings. But it is a fact anyhow tb|t 
the Commissioner of Police is very much interested in this question of: 
traffic control and especially about arrangements for the bus tr Mffr 
and as we have been told by Mr. P. Banerji success ha% 
attended the arrangements made in one particular route to put doWfc 
corruption and to improve such arrangements generally. I am quite 
sure that the Commissioner of Police will make every effort to extend 
those satisfactory arrangements to other routes also. It is a thing 
which I know he has very much at heart, and I also know that he hm 
received a great deal of assistance from the Bus Syndicate in carrying 
out these improvements on the bus routes, but there is one difficulty 
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in the way of this, and it is this, that not all the buses that run on 
these routes are in the Bus Syndicate. 

Dr. Ghose, who has fled, as somebody said just now, talked a great 
deal about corruption and how lie could prove up to the hilt that 
corruption existed among the traffic police. Well, Sir, I should have 
thought that if he had such intimate knowledge of the existence of 
corruption that goes on in the streets of Calcutta, he could very well 
have placed that knowledge at the disposal of the Commissioner of 
Police and got something done to remedy the evil. But he has not 
done so and has told us that it is useless to do so, and therefore I am 
inclined to think that this statement of his is on u par with the state- 
ments he frequently makes, which are perhaps not easy to substan- 
tiate. He also said that there has been a great increase in the number 
of accidents every day owing to this deplorable lack of traffic control. 
That, too, Sir, is not home out by the facts of accidents for the last 
three years, and I think it is worthwhile, by way of vindication 
of the traffic control of this city, to rend out the figures of accidents 
for the last three years. In 1980, 152 persons were killed and 2,144 
injured in street accidents; in 1981, 188 were killed and 2,182 injured 
and in 1982, the number went down to 114 killed and 1,925 injured. 
These figures certainly disprove the statement that accidents are going 
up In leaps and hounds for want of proper traffic control! I do not 
8ay that the control is by any means perfect; as a matter of fact, 
anyone who goes alwmt the streets of Calcutta will see for himself that 
there is room for improvement, hut I do say that the police autho- 
rities in Calcutta do not neglect this part of their duties, 

# Ass for the question of corruption, there again, various speakers 
have pointed out t he difficulties. Mr. Quasem, not the member for 
Burdwan hut the other Mr. (Jusem, said that it was perfectly useless 
lor anybody to complain as it would merely he inviting trouble on 
one’s self and would achieve no good results. He seems to think that 
the only way to check it is for Government to put on a special detee- 
,£ive staff to go round and watch the traffic police. I cannot quite 
follow his argument. He seems to think that it is useless to bring 
up specific cases of corruption to the notice of the authorities, because 
that, he fears, would achieve no object. If there is a general system 
tfJ» i! f«rniption going on among the traffic police, us he would have us 
believe, surely that system of corruption is made up of a series of 
individual acts of corruption and surely if you nail one of such acts 
to tbe counter, 1rou%re doing more good than by simply saying that 
the whole force is corrupted and you can do a nothing. The only 
thing that, so far as I can see, a gentleman in his position or anyone 
who knows of such cases or sees cases of bribery going on should do, 
is to report at once to the right authorities, and if they do not take 
up such cases or if the members think that the police would not 
21 
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listen, then to come to me and I should be only too glad to try and 
remedy the state of affairs; but I do not think that this defeatist 
attitude can at all appeal to anyone in this House. Therefore, I do 
hope that any member who knows of cases of corruption will bring 
them to the notice of the right authorities and persist in seeing that some 
steps are taken in the matter, because Government do not and obviously 
cannot wish corruption to go on; indeed, they will not tolerate the 
existence of bribery among their officers and subordinate whose duty 
it is to check it. 

Mr. I 1 . Bunerji’s motion was then put and lost. 

(The Council w r us then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 82,300 under the head “20A — Presidency Police — Pay 
of officers” be reduced bv Its. 100. 

Sir, in my speech on the general discussion of the budget I 
pointed out that it is the police that is eating up most of our suste- 
nance and that unless we have economy under this head — a drastic 
economy — as much economy as is possible, without impairing the 
efficiency of the force, we shall have to face deficit budgets. Sir, in 
this connection, I would like to refer to the Green Book which has 
been furnished to us. In that book we find that the pay of officers, 
is shown as Rs. 82 ,*100 (voted). We all know that very high salaries, 
are paid to superior police officers, for example the Commissioner of 
Police, Calcutta, gets Rs. 2,400 per mensem. There are 15 Deputy 
and Assistant Commissioners who draw salaries ranging from 11s. 475* 
to Rs. 1,450 per month, and so forth. 1 think that in these days- 
of deficit budgets we should curtail the expenditure as much as possible. 

1 do not think that it will lower the efficiency of these officers if the 
pay is reduced to a reasonable amount. My principal gri vance is 
against the waste that is going on under the heading ‘‘Pay of estab~ 
lishment.” We find that there are 50 inspectors drawing Rs. 350 and 
less per month; 100 sub-inspectors drawing Rs. 200 and less per 
mouth; and 200 sergeants drawing Rs. 245 and less per month. I 
will not speak anything against the efficiency of the sergeants, as L 
have already heard much about it. I know full well that they supply 
grit to the force. But all I can say is that they ought to be able t o 
maintain themselves on a lesser pay— especially v in Ahese days o£ 
economic depression, when a man’s cost of subsistence is very cheap. 

I would, however, refer to the case of the British Tommy. No one- 
can say that the British Tommy is not as efficient as these sergeants, 
and still he gets Rs, 127 per mensem. If the British Tommy ia 
prepared to sacrifice his life in cases of emergency on Rs. 127 per 
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mensem, certainly a sergeant — be lie a European, or, as one might 
say, neither European nor Indian, /.r., Anglo-Indian— ought to he 
able to maintain himself on the salary of a Tommy. There are many 
instances which I can go on multiplying, hut I do not wish to detain 
the House longer than whnt is absolutely necessary. There is sufficient 
room for economy by cutting down the salaries of police officers in 
these hard days. As I have already pointed out. Sir, in regard to one 
or two cases efficiency will not he impaired and that the cost of the 
police can be brought down to a great extent (.or.). Sir, there are other 
departments of Government which are badly in need of funds, and 
if this economy could he effected, the sum realised thereby can he 
diverted to those departments, where it could be more profitably 
utilised. If the Hon'ble Member would he so good as to examine this 
question, then drastic economies could he effected. With this hope, 
Sir, I move my motion. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, I do not want to detain the House very 
long. However much I might appreciate the desire of my friend for 
economy, I must confess that I do not share his view as regards the 
analogy between a llritish soldier and a police sergeant. This unalogy 
is not correct, because, in the first place, the British soldier is here 
only for a short period and, secondly, many of his expenses are jmid 
by the State and not by himself out of his own pocket. So, his puy 
does not count much. My friend has persistently remarked that 
economies should he effected without impairing the efficiency of the 
police: I fully agree with him and I beg to add that if it can be done 
it must he done, but I am doubtful whether it can he done at all! 
But there is one point in which I am in agreement with my friend 
Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh. This relates to the number of Deputy 
and Assistant Commissioners of Police. The Deputy Commissioners 
are in no way more responsible, nor more hard worked, than the 
Superintendents of Police in the muftMsal. Take the case o| the 
Superintendent of Police of the 24-Parganas, and let us compare his 
duties with those of any of the Deputy Commissioners of Police in 
Calcutta. In the case of the 24-Parganas, the cost of living is as 
dear and as high as in Calcutta and the work of the Superintendent 
of Police, Alipore, is more arduous and more responsible than that 
of any of the Deputy Commissioners of Police of Calcutta; because 
the District Police, in these days especially, have not only to look after* 
ordinary crimes but also to various kinds of crimes of an anarchical 
character, whereas if Calcutta they have the advantage of advice and 
direction from the Commissioner of Police. 

I do not think, Sir, that an officer of the rank of the Commissioner 
of Policy Calcutta, who has such a huge responsibility on his 
shoulders, is overpaid at Rs. 2,400 per month; and I do not think 
that you can get an able officer on less than that pay. 
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Sir, we have talked here too much about police sergeants, .con- 
stables, etc., but one must not forget that the criminals in the city 
of Calcutta are more intelligent and more dangerous than those in 
the mufassal, and so we want intelligent, careful, and energetic men 
to deal with them. Therefore, I agree with the Maulvi Sahib that 
the salaries of Deputy and Assistant Commissioners of Police should 
be at par, at any rate, with the salaries of the Superintendents of 
Police in the mufassal (sic.). Otherwise, I think the salaries should 
stand as they are unless we are satisfied that efficiency can be main- 
tained by paying a lower rate to our police officers in the City. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8US Sir, I am afraid that the 
discussion has strayed from the motion tabled by my friend Maulvi 
Syed Majid Baksh. As far as I can see, Sir, the motion is that the 
demand of Its. 84,300 under the head “Presidency Police — Pay of 
officers” be reduced by Its. 100. Well, that sum of Its. 82,300 
certainly does not include the pay of the sergeants, because it relates 
specifically to the “Pay of officers” which is voted. The “Pay of 
establishment ’ is Its. 32,42, 8*>0, which includes tbe pay of the ser- 
geants, etc. Therefore, Sir, I submit that so far as the pay of the 
sergeants is concerned, it does not come strictly under this motion 
at all, but, so far as Maulvi A bul Kasem’s point is concerned, I regret 
to observe that both the mover of the motion and Maulvi Abul Quusem 
have lost sight of one point on page 17b, under the heading “Pay of 
officers,” that is “Temporary officers — Rs. 18,300.” After the Commis- 
sioner we have 15 Deputy and Assistant Commissioners and they between 
themselves, draw Rs. 1,74,200 per annum. I do not understand why 
4 bey should have another sum of Rs. 80,300 for next year. It is a 
matter on which the House has not yet heard any explanation. It is 
not suggested that 15 Deputy and Assistant Commissioners of Police 
•are not sufficient: if that is so, why are they not shown? I know, Sir, 
it has been shown here that in 1032-33 there were temporary officers 
sat a cost of Rs. 10,110, and in the present year Rs. 17,500 has been 
provided for temporary officers. I think, Sir, that it is an absolute 
waste of money to have temporary officers whose costs are increasing. 
I think. Sir, that a staff consisting of one Commissioner and 15 Deputy 
sand Assistant Commissioners is quite sufficient. • If they are not so, 
Y'hy not soy so and have extra officers sanctioned by this Council? 
To go on spending Rs. 10,000 and Rs. 17,000 yearly for temporary 
officers, without any reason being assigned for the entertainment of 
these temporary officers, is, I submit, something the Council have a 
right to demand an explanation for. 


Tht Hon’ble Mr. R« N. REID: I must confess that Mr. N. K. 
Base's points have taken me unawares. I am not in a position to 
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explain every single detail in the budget. But I aui pretty sure >vhai 
this heading “Temporary officers” must refer to is “Temporary 
officers” who had to be employed in the Calcutta Police, Special 
Branch, on account of the revolutionary movement. 1 cannot think 
of any other explanation for it. I shall certainly find out what it is, 
and I regret I cannot give a reasonable answer to Mr. llasu at the 
moment. As to the motion itself, Sir, on the question of economy 
it is always difficult to decide the length to which retrenchment can 
be carried out in the matter of pay, especially in the police. \W 
have heard a great deal to-day about the corruption in the Calcutta 
Police and no doubt the same consideration applies to the Presidency 
Police as well. When dealing with this sort of thing, in tact we 
all know that temptations are forthcoming and there may be 
individuals who will succumb. Therefore, it is a very grave question 
as to liow far it is possible to reduce their pay without increasing 
the temptations. 

As regards all other officers in the Police Force including the 
rank of inspectors, they are all subject to the emergency cut of Es. f> 
j>vr cent. The whole question of revision of pay generally in Gov- 
ernment service is under consideration of Government at present. 
This revision of pay will not affect the officers already in service, but 
it will take effect in the case of new entrants, and in future there will 
certainly be some savings. That is all I can say at the present, 
moment. 

As regards the analogy referred to by Maulvi Syed Majid Baksir 
regarding the Calcutta Police sergeants and British soldiers, 1 would 
like to point out that it does not effect the present discussion because 
the British soldiers get a very large number of things free — rent, 
clothing, food — which Calcutta Police sergeants do not. I do not 
think I can deal any further with this particular motion and I beg 
to oppose it. 

Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh’s motion was put and lost. 


Mr, 8. M. BOSE: I beg to move that the demand of Es. 32,42,850 
under the head “2<>A — Presidency Police — Pay of establishment” bp 
reduced by Es. 101. 

My object in dmng so is to call the attention of the House to the 
urgent need of manning the Police Force by natives of the soil and 
not with non -Bengalees. Bengal, I believe, is the only province with 
an alieq police — alien in the sense of outsiders, non-nationalists. Some 
of us have made attempt* to draw attention of Government in thia 
matter. This matter was first mooted in 1921-22 when Sir Henry 
Wheeler told us that as the average pay of a constable was Es, Hi, 
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Bengalees would not join; but now I believe the pay has been con- 
siderably raised, to about Rs. 28 to Rs. 30, with extra allowances, and 
so I see no reason why Bengalee young men should not come in and 
join in large numbers should they receive the least encouragement 
I am aware, as the Hon'ble Member has told us, that there is no bar 
to Bengalees being employed in the force, but what I suggest is that 
there should be active encouragement and preference given to Bengalees 
The first reason for this is that it will lead to better relation between 
the people and the Police Force; a very unfortunate fact is that there 
is no good feeling, there is no co-operation between the people on the 
one hand and the police on the other. Whatever the reason is, these 
facts stare us obviously in the face. But take, for instance, the' police 
in England. They receive great help from the people, and hence I 
take it that their work is very good. Here, on the other hand, owing 
to the unfortunate tension between the people on the one hand and 
the police on the other, I think many cases of crimes go undetected 
and unchecked. The anarchist movement, I feel sure, will never be 
checked unless there be active help given to the police by the people 
ul large. It is therefore essential from every point of view that this 
unfortunate tension should he removed. Otherwise, as 1 have said, 
the work of the police will be ineffective and the large sums of money 
spent on them will he, to a large extent, wasted. The best means 
1 suggest of bringing about this good feeling, this help, between the 
two would be to have a national police — police manned by our own 
people. Then there is sure to follow friendly feeling ami co-opera- 
tion between the two, and theie will be inevitably better work done by 
the police and better order and safety. The Bengalees in the Police 
l'orce will he in touch with the people and be able to know their 
habits and thoughts, and they will he far better able to cope with 
detection and checking of crimes. To me it seems strange that we 
have to depend upon non-Bengalees to protect our lives and properties. 
Perhaps we have been sleeping in the past, and this has been due to 
the inertness ot the people to come forward. But now our young 
men are able to endure hardship— they are active, enterprising and 
are not afraid of hard work. From another point of view, take the 
problem of unemployment, any means of giving employment for our 
young men will mean satisfaction and contentment, and, as I have 
said, our young men are hardy, enterprising and will, if encouraged, 
gladly join this force. I draw attention to amendment No. 404 of 
Bahu Amulyadhan Ray, where he wants more appointments for the 
scheduled castes. I know in these castes there is excellent and 
splendid stuff to man our police force. If such employments he given 
to our young meu, I am sure there will be plenty of scope for them 
to show their ability and energy. They can be kept from going 
wrong. It will not suffice for the Home Member to say that there is 
no bar. I want him to go very much further; I want him actively 
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to encourage our young men and I want Bengalees to he given the 
preference. Sir, a very large amount of money is drained out of Bengal 
— money which ought to have gone to support our own young men 
who are victims of unemployment. Bengal, Sir, is very large hearted 
and liberal, the most liberal amongst all other provinces. Outsiders 
are free to come here to take their bread from our mouth. I need 
not elaborate this point except to state the fact that the lot of Bengalees 
in Bihar is very unhappy. So I desire to press on the Government 
this policy of giving active encouragement to Bengalees to join this 
force. This will no doubt ensure harmony and good feeling between 
the people and the jndice and at the same time better work will be done. 
I would suggest that Government should appoint a small committee 
to settle the details about this matter. I earnestly request Govern- 
ment seriously to examine my suggestion, for 1 feel sure that if it 
is adopted, it will lead to considerable improvement in the present 
political situation. 

With these words I commend my motion. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 rise to support the 
motion of Mr. S. M. Bose. Sir, here is another proposal which comes 
up every year before the House, hut is left to itself. Sir, I accuse 
the Government of neglect of duty towards the people of this province 
for another year. I>ast year when this proposal was brought before 
the House, well, the Hon ’hie Member in charge of the department, 
gave us the usual assurance — an assurance that Government would 
look upon such suggestion with sympathy that they would do all 
they could, but for the time being they were helpless. There was no 
sufficient enthusiasm in the province for this sort of work and so the 
Government of Bengal in despair had to look to other provinces for 
recruits. Sir, these arguments have been repeated from the Govern- 
ment Benches year after year. We are tired of such arguments, 
such assurances — assurances which mean nothing. Sir, if the Gov- 
ernment had real interest of the people at heart, nnd I sav, Sir, 
without fear of contradiction that Government are greatly exposed to 
the charge of being not seriously interested in the matter. They 
could have done something more than giving out assurances, vague 
promises, on the floor of the House. Sir, they could have made iffi 
effort to create an enthusiasm if there was no enthusiasm in the people 
for such service. $ir, I do not for a moment accept that the decision 
of the Government in this matter is correct. There is certainly a 
desire on the part of the people of this province to enter the Police 
Service There is enthusiasm not only to enter Police but also 
Military Services and this feeling was expressed in an unanimous 
resolution carried in this House the other day. I do not know what 
would be the effect of our request if we cannot fibd any member in 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. [19m Mar., 


the Police Force taken from our own people. Naturally the Govern* 
ment of India or the military authorities will point out with the 
finger of scorn and say that a province which cannot find men to serve 
in a comparatively less hazardous work as that of a police constable, 
how can it be possible to find men there fit for military service. The 
real point is not our lack of enthusiasm, or lack of capacity or staying 
power, but the deliberate policy of the Government of Bengal. 


Adjournment. 


The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Tuesday, the 20th 
March, 1934, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House,. 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 20th March, 1934, at ,'l p in. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Mvnmatha Nath Hay 
CHA rimmi, kt., of Santosh), in the Chair, the tour Hon'ble Mem- 
bers of the Executive (ouncil, the three Hon’hle Ministers, and 05 
nominated and elected members. 


Oath or affirmation. 

The following memtar made an oath or affirmation of his allegiunco 
to the (Yown : — 

Hoi Bahadur Mohendra Nath Gupta. 


BUDGET GRANTS FOR 193435 
DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

26— Police. 

Motions iou hkijittion oh iiKirsu,. 

(Ml*. Nhanti Shekhareswar Hay, who was in possession of the Jlousa 
the previous day, resumed his speech.! 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Mr President, Sir, as I 
was telling the House yesterday that the Government of Bengal have 
not only failed to encourage recruitment of Bengalees in the Policy 
Sendee, but recently there has been a development of a rather serious 
nature. I refer # to1!ii announcement recently made by the Inspector- 
General of Police. It was stated in that announcement that it had 
been decided not to recruit members of the S ammudra community to 
the Police Force or, to be more correct, to the Armed Branch of the 
Police Force. In that announcement absolutely no reason was given, 
and the public in Bengal up to this time have no knowledge as regard* 
the reasons which have compelled Government t<f come to such a 
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decision. Sir, why should a particular section of the people of Bengal 
be thus debarred from service under Government? Why should the 
Government make this discrimination and this disability? Sir, the 
general impression is that the members of the Namasudra community 
are the best fitted to join the Police Service in Bengal. I hope the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police port folio will be able to con- 
vince this House and the public outside that recruitment from the 
members of the Xamasudra community is undesirable. I should resist 
the temptation of using hard words unnecessarily, but the situation has 
come to such a pass in this connection that I cannot help but making a 
certain amount of unpleasant criticisms. Sir, the attitude that has all 
along been taken by Government and by a certain school of thought in 
this country has been that a particular service must be kept reserved, 
for a particular community. For instance, hitherto, it was consistently 
stated in season and out of season that Indians were unfit to hold certain 
posts — posts in the Secretariat, especially tlnwe in the Political Depart- 
ment of the Secretariat. This theory has been exploded long ago. 
There are now many Indian civilians in the province who can hold their 
own against non-Indian members of that service. Sir, my point is this: 
Indians given the opportunity and chance can justify their selection in 
any capacity, either military, civil or police, and can give a good 
account of themselves in any branch of the administration nnder the 
Grown in this country. That being so, any talk of disability — any talk 
of unfitness, any talk of the lack of administrative capacity — must be 
abandoned once for all. Sir, I know — and the man in the street knows 
— that Government are inelastic. They have very little imagination 
and, 1 may be pardoned if F say, very little driving power. They can- 
not now look beyond the four corners of the Secretariat walls. Mem- 
bers of Government are so overburdened with work and so over- 
burdened with the weight of files that they have lost all power of 
initiation to work out new ideas. Might I ask the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Police portfolio to turn a new leaf and to give a lead in the 
matter in right earnest? I ask him to cam' on a vigorous propaganda 
in the interest of the recruitment of Bengalees to the Police Service in 
Bengal. Certainly, the Bengalees — Hindus and Muslims — should have 
the first preference to other communities in Bengal. You wfll no 
doubt admit, Sir, that this desire to be in the service of Government on 
the part of the Bengalees is but natural. There is a Publicity Officer 
under the Hon’ble Member. That officer may bj a^ed to prepare 
pamphlets and posters and, if necessary, with a photograph of the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department, asking the 
people of the province to join in the constabulary of the Police Force 
and other Forces of Law and Order. In that pamphlet or poster the 
terms of the various sendees of the police may he set forth. Govern- 
ment may appeal to the imagination and patriotism of the people of 
Bengal and in various other ways they may create an enthusiasm over 
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the matter. Well, Sir, one of my hon’ble friends somewhere behind 
me asks if I am williug to act ns u recruiting sergeant. 1 shall he 
very glad to do the work of recruiting if it helps Government. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Are you prepared to he a constable Y (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: If that helps Government. 

I am certainly prepared to he a constable. At the same time l would 
expect the Hon’ble Member to don the police uniform too. I know it 
is too much to expect of the Hon’ble Member to do that now, 
but I am sure in the course of a few years from now when 
the Police portfolio will come into the hands of one of the repre- 
sentatives of the people, he will work on that line. He will try 
to create enthusiasm among the |>eople of the proximo to enter 
into any rank of the Police Force for which the\ are host lifted. 
Unless we are able to produce men who can keep internal jieuce of the 
province, all talk of responsible Government is a mere sham and an 
eyewash. Responsible Government cannot function so long as we can- 
not protect our own hearth and home with the help of men recruited 
from this provime. 1 would once more ap]>eal to the Hon'hle Mem- 
ber to work on these lines and of course if he does, then lie may not 
be a ]M)]>ular representative of the Government of Hengal and his 
successor in office in that case will not come in the distant future, 
but will come in the near future. However, 1 h* that as it may, Gov- 
ernment have always l>cpn telling that this is the last \enr of their 
office. That last year has gone more than once like the circus ]H*rfor- 
niances in a mufassal town, but their last night also comes to an end 
and the day is not distant enough when the office will lie taken over by 
one of the representatives of the jtenple. 

Rai Sahib 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: Sir, with reference to what 
has been said by Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray I wish to sa\ a few 
words. Of all tiie castes the Xanuuntdru* are the bravest and the most 
courageous and most fitted to serve in the Special Armed Force. I 
know that an attempt was made for preventing Xamasudrn * to join that, 
branch of the Police Force and that there was a Government report 
about it. As a member of the Police Standing Committee, I explained 
the situation to Government, and I succeeded in convincing them to 
issue a circular asking the district authorities to recruit the A ' amtumlrat 
in the Special jfrnml Force. 1 am, however, astonished to learn to-day 
that there has been another circular preventing the AV/w umtdrtu to joiu 
the Special Armed Force. I fail to understand what led the Govern- 
ment tp issue such a circular. I know the circumstances under which 
Namatudrm were recruited. At the time of the last civil disobedience 
movement it was thought fit by the Government that Xamfundm young 
men should be recruited to the Armed Police Fore#. I have fwrsonal 
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knowledge of thin, and I fail to understand why theg' have been 
debarred now. I hope the Hon’ble Member witf be able to explain 
the situation and will be able to tell us why Government have issued 
such a circular. I know that there is some officer — I do not want to 
cite specific instance — who does not care that yamasudras should be, 
recruited in the Special A«ned Force, because as a class they are 
more or less in sympathy with the civil disobedience movement. But, 
Sir, so far as the scheduled caste and specially the yamasudras are con- 
cerned, I can assure the Hon’ble Member in charge that they kept aloof 
from the civil disobedience movement and they showed their active 
support to Government by joining the Special Armed Force. They 
helped Government at a critical time, and is it a sort of reward that 
they are now debarred from joining the Armed Force? 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : Mr. President, Sir, I rise in 
support of the motion moved by my friend Mr. S. M. Bose. For 
reasons best known to Government the door for entrance into the army 
has Wn banged against the Bengalees on the plea that they do not 
fnll under the category of martial race. In the matter of api>ointment 
of policemen, it has been the set policy of Government to exclude the 
children of the soil on the plea that suitable candidates satisfying the 
prrNerilied standards of fitness are not forthcoming. The Bengalees 
are on these flimsy grounds excluded from entering into the army and 
constabulary of the country. I verily believe that given the opportuni- 
ties and the necessary training the Bengalees are capable of achieving 
success in all walks of life. They have given abundant proof of their 
power of enduring physical strain in the field of battle — constabulary is 
a far easier task and less risky than to serve in the firing line. More- 
over, the present struggle for existence and the problem of unemploy- 
ment, which have liecome more tense than ever, have roused in the 
Bengalee young men a sense of dignity for labour to which they were 
hitherto averse. Now w’e find graduate cobblers and graduate news- 
paper vendors and hawkers of sundry articles. They do not hesitate 
nowadays to do menial’s work to maintain themselves or rather save 
themselves from death by starvation. Now’ that the pay of the Cal- 
cutta constabulary has been raised, suitable Bengalees will not be want- 
ing to sene as such. 

• In the constabulary of Bengal, both in Calcutta and outside, non- 
Bengalees predominated. This state of things should not be allowed to 
continue any longer. Of course, there was a time when educated 
Bengalees thought it beneath their dignity to serve in the lower ranks 
of the Police Service. But now the times have changed. They are 
eager to accept any job they can get hold of. They have understood 
the dignity of labour thoroughly. They no longer think it derogatory 
to do any sort of manual work. It is now, therefore, the paramount 
duty of Govemmerft to provide them with berths whenever and wherever 
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it was possible td'^lo so. The children of the soil should be given pre- 
fewntial treatment in the matter of appointment to the lower ranks of 
the police from whicfi.they had been long practically excluded. Nolmdy 
can deny that they have got the best claim to the public services iu 
their homeland. Moreover, they are more intelligent and clever than 
the men recruited from Upper India and Bihar. These men apeak a 
different language and are not conversant with local conditions. I 
had been to other provinces in India, but nowhere T could find foreign 
element in the Police Service. They were all locally recruited. Kven 
the sergeants of Madras were Madrasis and those of Colombo Singalese. 
Bengal is perhaps the only province where the lower ranks of the 
Police Force are generally recruited from outside the province. Govern- 
ment always complained that the public are loth to co-operate. I fail 
to understand how can they expect co-operation with a non-national 
police. The unemployment problem is getting very keen day bv day, 
and it is high time for Government to take stock of the realities of the 
situation and appoint none but the children of the soil in all tin* services 
under Government, specially in the Police Service. 

Autonomy or rather Constitutional Reforms will In* a sham and 
mockery if the defence of the country is not left to the children of the 
soil by opening out the door for their entrance into the army ami the 
police. 

The Hon’We Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, this is an old question— as 
an hon’ble member has just put it, a hardy annual this question 
regarding recruitment of Bengalees to the Bengal Polit e. As has been 
stated so often before, Government are sympathetic to the proposal 
that Bengalees should be recruited to the lower ranks of the Bengal 
Police. But it all comes to this: the question is one of employment 
for which a particular class of iiersons arc most fitted. As has been 
so often said before, the door is not closed to Bengalees in any sense 
of the word ho far as the employment in the lower milks is concerned. 
If they come forward to be recruited as constables they will be taken 
provided they come up to the requisite standard, physical and other- 
wise. In point of fact they have not come forward in large numl*rs, 
and the fact that they have not come forward seems to show— in spite 
of what has been said— that there is no great anxiety or enthusiasm 
on the part of the Bengalees to be employed in the lower ranks of 
the Bengal Police. On the other hand on the question of suitable 
men for suitable employment, the fact is that we employ a very large 
number of Betffcal^ as officers in the upper subordinate ranks of the 
police. I have not got recent figures but I find that two years ago 
out of 65 Inspectors 22 were Bengalees and there were 9T sub-inspectors 
out of 117 and 137 assistant sub-inspectors out of a total of 152. 
My point is that for that kind of employment Bengalees are most suited 
and they do come forward in large numbers to be recruited and I may 
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also say that they do most excellent service in that .particular line of 
employment. I think that nothing can beat the work that is done 
by them particularly in these days of dangerous work which has 
been done against terrorists— nothing can beat the work of the Bengalee 
sub-inspectors, assistant sub-inspectors of police. I think that shows 
that there is no attempt to keep the Bengalees out of employment. 
It is only the question of the kind of police work for which they are 
most suited. I fail to see how Government can very well go much 
further than they do at present in their attempt to obtain Bengalee 
recruits in the suitable ranks of the police. If there is this tremendous 
enthusiasm for being recruited in the lower ranks, there is not the 
slightest difficulty in being recruited. But if the enthusiasm is not 
there I find it very difficult how we can do anything about it. 
Mr. Slianti Shekhareswar Ray drew an entertaining picture of the 
future Minister going alsiut in the mu fatal after donning the uniform 
of a policeman leading recruiting parties for enlisting in the police 
force. He, however, did not tell us how his work at headquarters is 
going to he carried on. Perhaps he differs from me in thinking that 
there is a certain class of employment which is suited to a certain 
class of persons. 

As regards the question of recruitment of Namasudras into the 
armed force, it was found after a long-continued und exhaustive experi- 
ment that they were unsuited. As the Rai Sahib has told us the first 
time that an attempt was made to recruit Namasudras into the armed 
force was in 1930, and I think the late Mr. Isiwman made a great 
effort to recruit this class of men to the armed branch and they were 
tried. The report of the first year or two were not very favourable 
and the exiierience of experienced police officers who hiul the work of 
training and employing these men was not favourable to them. Govern- 
ment, however, decided that they should be given a further trial and 
the experiment was carried on for a year or two longer. It was finally 
decided- -as a reference to the police report of 1932 will show— to give 
it up. That is to say Government found that it was not worth their 
while to employ this particular class of men in the special armed police. 
It does not mean, however, that. Namasudras are excluded from joining 
the unarmed branch, and supposing a Namasudrn is recruited in the 
unarmed branch and after a time is thought fit for the armed branch, 
there is no reason why he should not go into it. The Rai Sahib asked’ 
for the reason as to why they are prevented from entering the armed 
branch. It is rather invidious to state reasons on *a jSoint like this, 
because it means what Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray would perhaps 
describe as “hard words” and I do not want to hurt anyone’s feelings. 
But the fact is that the main difficulty that was found— and I deny 
in passing that there is any prejudice among police officers against this 
particular community-that they were not so amenable to discipline 
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as other classes of men who are recruited for the armed branch and that 
is a very serious difficulty and a difficulty which cannot be overlooked*? 
I need not go into details but actually there weie serious cases which 
I need not go into details but actually there were serious cases which 
desirable to continue recruitment from the A ammudra class. Surely 
Government could not be justified in employing a particular class in 
a kind of employment for which they are not fitted und by employing 
them in which the public would not be getting full value for their 
money. But as I have said before that does not prevent men of this 
particular community from being employed in other branches of the 
service and making good. 

I do not think I need add any more to what 1 have already said 
except that I would emphasise once more Government have no wish — 
no idea of excluding Bengalees from any branch of the sendee to 
which they are fitted by education and by their other qualities. If 
they do not come forward to be enlisted a* constables, then the only 
deduction that one can reasonably make is that they are not very keen 
to do so. But surely if members of this House are convinced that there 
is great keenness among young men at the present day to join the 
police force at the bottom then surely it is easy for them to go round 
the country and induce them to come forward. Then if they are 
passed by doctors and other officers they can easily l>o enlisted in the 
force. 


Mr. 8. M. BOSE: Sir, after hearing the Hon'ble Member, may I 
with your permission withdraw the motion. 

Tho motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 10, (KM) 
under the head “26A — Presidency Police— Charges for Rescue Home 
for Girls” be reduced by Re. 1 (need for more homes). 

My object in moving this motion is to call attention to the totally 
inadequate grant made for rescue homes. I believe that only the sum 
of Rs. 10,000 has been provided in the budget for this purpose; J 
submit that having regard to the great need for such homes for girls, 
the amount should have been much larger. At present I believe there 
are only two homes : one is the Govinda Kumar Home and another 
home has just been started by the All-Bengal Women s Association 
in Dum Dum. The Association have, I believe, raised a large sum 
of money by pika# donations and they have already opened an after- 
care Home in Dum-Dum. We all know, Sir, that one or two home* 
for the whole of Bengal for the rescue work of girls is absolutely 
inadequate and insufficient. Sir, as we all know, the Immoral Traffic 
Act was passed only last year, but the Act cannot be enforced unless 
we have homes for the rescued girls; otherwise, where are these girl* 
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to be housed and where are they to be lodged and how can they be 
properly looked after? So, for these reasons, I submit that the amount 
provided for in the budget is absolutely insufficient and a larger sum 
should be allotted for this purpose. 

Babu dATINDRA NATH BAftU: I support Mr. S. M. Bose’s 
motion. It is one of the duties of Government to see that provisions 
are made by law for the protection of girls and women who are forced 
to 1 k> instruments of what is ordinarily knotfn as immoral traffic, and 
that their interests should be properly looked after and protected. It 
must l>o said that steps so far taken by Government in the way of 
providing homes where rescued girls and women might be housed 
and trained to be decent citizens, have been very few’ and wholly 
inadequate to the requirements. In other countries there are strong 
endeavours on the part of those concerned in the administration of the 
country to see that these women and girls are properly looked after. 
In many cases they are helpless and there is none to look after them 
unless the State looks after them. No doubt there are attempts on 
the part of the public to help in the matter. In fact the Greaves 
Home which was originally located in a rented house at Dum-Dum 
ultimately develop'd into the Govinda Kumar Home as a result of a 
gift from a private individual for the housing of rescued girls. Then 
there were some subscriptions raised for the maintenance of that home 
but, Sir, the requirements are very large and the number of homes 
is wholly inadequate to house all the girls that require protection. I 
trust that Governent after the passing of the Suppression of Immoral 
Traffic Act will lay down a regular policy as in the case of the location 
of the Calcutta police-stations, the housing scheme in respect of which 
was adopted 14 years ago so that the whole of the Calcutta Police is 
now being housed in buildings owned by the State. These buildings 
were gradually erected and not all at once. So I trust that with regard 
to this problem also the same kind of scheme will be adopted which 
will result in a considerable number of homes being established, not 
immediately perhaps, but gradually, so that the requirements of society 
in this respect may be properly attended to. 

Tilt Hon’bto Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, this is a motion to raise the 
question of the inadequate number of rescue homes for girls in 
Calcutta; that is to say, homes where girls can be put after being 
rescued by the police or otherwise, under the teriuS ^f the Immoral 
Traffic Act of 1923 and 1933. I think, if I remember aright, that 
during the discussion of the 1933 Bill the whole trend of the discussion 
was and, in fact Mr. J. N. Basu himself made that point, that it was 
of great importance to get people interested in securing the assistance 
x>f the public and it was emphasised I think from all sides of the 
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House that this was a matter which depended for its success on the 
assistance of the benevolent public, rather than on the actual working 
of a cut and dried Act, or the implementing* of such an Act bv Govern- 
ment servants and, if I remember aright, the Government gave its 
support to the Bill on the assumption that any system of rescue homes 
should in the main depend on the benevolence of the public. Actually 
Government maintain one home and that as a means of intermediate 
custody before orders can be passed under the Act and the girls can 
be sent to some other privately maintained home. In fact it was 
recognised that the 183d Act without any system of homes would be 
practically unworkable and in spite of the fact that even then Govern- 
ment were in a serious financial position it was agieed that one rescue 
home should be maintained where these girls could be sent in the 
first instance, when they were rescued by the police and before they 
could be sent to some other home. But the financial assistance which 
Government thus provide is not confined to the maintenance of this 
one single rescue home, established by Government. Government 
also give a considerable amount of grants to three other homes and 
also to the Society for the Protection of Children in India. The 
Govind Kumar Home which was referred to just now, received in 1931? 
a capitation grant of Rs. 14,539. It has a capacity for 95 girls. The 
Salvation Army Women’s Industrial Home for Girls in Entallv, 
leceived a capitation grant of nearly Rs. 4,000 in 1932 and a main- 
tenance grant of Rs. 1,200; it takes in 75 girls. There is also the 
Fendall Home in Upper Circular Road which received in 1932 a main- 
tenance grant of Its. 960, and I think I am correct in saying that 
grants of the same amount were distributed by Government in 1933 
as well. So that my point really is this: that Government does go 
a considerable way in providing funds for this very excellent purjxwe 
and under the present conditions I think, it can be claimed for them 
that that is really going far enough, considering their difficult financial 
position and considering the fact that rescue work is a work which fur 
more appropriately and suitably can be carried on and much better 
carried on by private benevolent persons interested in rescue work 
and having a natural aptitude for it. So I venture to think that it 
can hardly be expected that Government can go very much farther 
at the present moment in providing more rescue homes and in embark- 
ing upon what might probably involve large expenditure. In view 
of these remarks, Sir, I hope the mover will withdraw his motion. 

Mr. S. M. Bose^s motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 


Mr. AREN DR A KUMAR BA8U: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 42,63,000 under the head “26A— Presidency Police” be reduced 
by Rs. 2,24*600. 

22 
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I hope, Sir, by moving this motion I shall give the Hon’ble the 
Home Member an opportunity to tell the House to what he was 
evidently not prepared for last night. This sum of Rs. 2,24,600 is 
made up of three items as follows: — 

Its. 18,3(M) — Temporary officers (voted) under “Fay of officers”, 
page 176 of the budget. 

Rs. 31,300 — Temporary establishment under “Pay of establish- 
ment”, page 176 of the budget. 

Rs. 1,75,000 — Temporary force under “Pay of establishment”, 
page 177 of the budget. 

1 would like to know how and why these three items find their place 
in the budget. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I am Sony, Sir, to have to dis- 
appoint Mr. X. K. llasu again. I am not very familiar with the details 
which make up this demand but I can only say that this question must 
deal with the temporary force engaged in dealing with anti -terrorist 
work, I have not got all the facts with me now but can give them to 
Mr. Basil for his satisfaction afterwards if he likes, as it is useless for 
me to try to explain them at this stage. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 42,63,000 under the head “20A — Presidency Police” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 on account of enhancement of expenditure. 

Sir, I beg to draw the attention of the House to the progressive 
enhancement of expenditure under “Presidency Police”. If the mem- 
bers of the House will turn to page 174 of the green book they will 
find how the increase is really progressing from Rs. 42,46,000 in 
1032-33 to Rs. 42,21,500 in the present year — I mean voted portion of 
it — and budget for the next year Rs. 42,63,000. 3Ve have been assured 
times without number in this House that so far as the civil di sobed ience 
movement is concerned it is practically suspended at the present 
moment and we have also heard that though there may be a lot of work 
necessary for administering the different Acts, for instance the Bengal 
Qriminal Law Amendment Act, in the mufatsal , so far as the Calcutta 
Police is concerned that work has not materially increased. Under 
these circumstances I do not think personally that the«groand given at 
page 65 of the red book that increased provision for increments that 
will be earned by the staff mainly accounts for the increase in the 
estimate for 1934-35 is justified. The word mainly is rather a difficult 
one 1# define. It may be that what appears to the Hon’ble Member 
to be the main ground of increase — I mean the main ratio .of increase 
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— is not really the main increase at all. You will find that under the 
head “Presidency Police” including Superintendence — Calcutta 
Police, Port Police, cattle pounds, hospital charges anti so forth, the 
increase on account of progressive increase of pay would not come tu 
more than, at the outside, a sum of Rs. 50,000. The “Pay of officers’” 
has increased from Rs. 80,400 to Rs. 82,300 that is only about Rs. 1,000; 
and the pay of establishment from Rs. 31,05,000 to Rs. 32,42,850,. 
a total of about Rs. 48,000 but the main increase must he on account 
of other heads. I would like to know why this progressive increase 
has been taking place when we do find that the duties of the police so 
tar as the detection and investigation of ordinary crimes are decreasing 
in the same proportion as the pay and expenditure are increasing. The 
police, as we all know, are much too busy in looking for and hunting 
atter terrorists and alleged terrorists than in investigating ordinary 
crimes that is those which do not even by any stretch of imagination 
come under the terrorist category. In these circumstances, 1 submit, 
that there is no reason for this increased expenditiue year after year. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: Sir, I wish to support this motion. 1 find that 
the amount budgeted for next year is going up. Fnder the head 
“ Pi evidence Police (voted)” the actuals of 1929-30 were Rs. 40,09,500; 
in 1930-31 they were Rs. 44,90,000; in 1931-32 the actual expenditure 
was Rs. 43,01,000; in 1932-33 it was Rs. 43,02,000. In our revised 
estimate tor this year we find the figure Rs. 42.21,500 and the estimate 
under this head for next year is Rs. 42,03,000; so that the estimated 
expenditure for next year is over Rs. 41,500 more than the revised 
estimate for 1933-34. I really do not understand why. It appears 
from the led book that it is intended to employ additional staff during 
the coming year. Again I do not understand the need for this. 1 
should have thought that our highest expenditure has already bec.*n 
reached, and now that the civil disobedience movement bus gone, our 
expenditure would have come down. Sir, only the other day, Govern- 
ment passed a new measure — I mean the Rental (Viminal Law Amend- 
ment Act — with the hope that this would to a large extent enable them 
to cope with the anarchical movement. Tf that he so, additional 
expenditure during the next year ought not to be necessary. Of course, 
we all agree that law' and order has to he maintained and we also know 
from what the Hon’ble Finance Member has said, that the end of the 
next year the total Bill for unrest would he about Rs. 1,73,000 or more. 
We all know that. What we fail to understand is why additional 
funds should be voted for next year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ft. N. REID: Sir, I must confess that I find it 
rather difficult to reply to these criticisms without having all the details 
at my fingers' ends. But the red book gives explanations and the one 
explanation which Mr. N. K. Basu quoted was that increased provision* 
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for increments* tf&t VilM>e*earnad by the staff mainly accounts for the 
increase in the estimate for 1934-35. I should like to go into that 
question further in order to satisfy myself. I find there is an increase 
of Rs. 75,000 under the head “Pay of establishment/’ That is account- 
ed for an increase in the salaries. 

The other reason for increase in expenditure is, as I explained the 
other day, that extra staff has had to be engaged during the past year 
and this extra staff will have to be so employed during the next year 
and so full provision has been made for this staff. Mr. S. M. Bose has 
referred to the new Act which has recently been passed by this House 
and seemed to be under the impression that this Act would produce 
immediate results and thus reduce the costs on extra staff. Sir, whether 
the new Act would result in a reduction in staff, and therefore in 
expenditure, we cannot sav at present; but I am afraid that a consider- 
able time must elapse before we can say whether we are really going to 
get into position. It is only when the position improves and is a great 
deal better than what it is now, that we shall be able to relax our efforts 
und reduce our staff. The Government have certain duties to the public 
and they have got to maintain a force sufficient to maintain the law 
and order in the country and to protect the public. I am afraid that 
T cannot give a more detailed answer to this particular question off- 
hand and I would only say that T shall look into the thing as early as 
1 can. 1 hope this will satisfy Mr. N. K. Basil. Sir, I oppose tjje 
motion. 

Mr. Nurendra Kumar Basil’s motion being put a division was taken 
with the following result: — 


AYE8. 


All, Maalvi Hatsaa. 

Battik, Maalvi lyM MaJI*. 
laaarjl, Mr. P. 

Bata, Bala JatiMra Nath. 

Baia, Mr. NartaBra Kamar. 

Baat, Mr. §. M. 

Cbaathari, Baba Kiibarl Mahan. 
ObawOary, Maahrl AMal Bhaai. 
CbaaOary, Maahrl Nnral Abar. 
Ihm, Dr. Amalya Natan. 
Hakim, Mania! AMal. 

Mttaa, KaA KmBMai. 


HatsaJa, Maalvi Mabamma!. 
MaakarJta, Mr. lyamaprau!. 
Mac, Baba Ink Ul. 

PaMar, lath Haaamaa Praia!. 
Qaaaam, Maalvi Abal. 

Rai Mahaaal, MaalMra Dab. 
Nay, Mr. thaati Ibthharmwar. 
Rant, Baba Naatal. 

Ray, Baba Harlbaaaa. 

Ray, Mr. tarat Kamar. 
lama!, Maahrl AMbl 
lhah, Maalvi AMal MamM. 


NOES. 


Altai, Na«abaa!a Khwaja Mabamma!, Kbaa 
Baba!ar. 

Abmai, Kbaa l ab M a r Maahrl tmMaCMa. 

Bat, Rallabib tank tbaaira. 

Burma, Rai MB Pt ub ab aa , 

•aair IMAa, Kbaa labA Maahrl Mabamma!. 
Battamlay, Mr. !. M. 

BbaMhvrt. Kbaa BabaiarMaaM Hai*mr Babmaa. 


CbtwOary, Hajl BaN AbmM. 

Caban, Mr. B. !. 

BaN, Mr. B. B. 
tiflay, Mr. K. B. A. 

Paraaai, tba Mai’bta Bavab K. A. M^ Kbaa 
lab alar. 

rma, Mr. L. R. 

•Mm, tba Haa*Ma NrCaara CbaaMr. 
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, tM NmKi AIM) Mnak BiAMvr Sir 
AMtNteri «, #f DM mv. 

BMwM, Hr. R. II. 

BteMtef. Hr. D. 

8«l«, Mr. F. R. 


HRNi Kbu Btlutevr Mavhri AMmI. 
Hafg, Mr. a. F. 

Hastate, Mavtvt Utafat 
Karfw, Maalvl AMal. 

Kbaa, Mr. Raxavr Rabmaa. 

Law, Mr. linMra Rath. 

Mat art, Mr. L. T. 

MartUa, Mr. 0. M. 

Hitter, Mr. t. 0. 

Mittft Baba tarat ObaMra. 
Makbapaibaya, Rai iaMb larat Chaitera. 
Rag, Ravaraab B. A. 

RaxiaiaMia, tba Man’ll* Mr. Khwaja. 
Richafl, Mr. C. K. 


Itertea, Mr. 41. R. 

Rabat a^ Mr. A. 

Rabaiaa, Mr. A. F. 

Rabaiaa, Mr. A. F. M. AMar>. 

Ray, Baba Ractafra Rarayaa. 

Ray Obawbbary, Mr. R. C. 

Rate, tba Haa'bte Mr. R. R. 

Ray, tba Naa'Ma Sir Bi|ay Fratat tlagb. 
Ray, Mr. Utlsswar Stefh. 

Ray Obaitebad, Baba Naai Qbaaira. 
lahaaa. Baba latya Kiakar. 
larkar, Rai Babatfar Rabat! Mabaa. 
laa, Rai labib Aktbay Kaaiar. 

»aa, Mr. B. R. 

•aaiRtr, Mr. 0. R. 

Tawaaab, Mr. N. F. V. 

Wilkiaaaa, Mr. H. R. 

William, Mr. A. «*0. 

Waabbaab, tba Haa’bia Mr. b. A. 


“Ayes” being 24 and “Noes” 52, the motion was lost. 


Mfllllvi ABUL KA8EM S I beg to move that the demand of 
Its. 42,03,000 under the head “2GA — Presidency Police” be reduced by 
Its. 100 (charging the cost of the Presidency Police to provincial 
revenue). 

This, Sir, is a token cut to express the opinion of the House for 
charging the cost of the Presidency Police on Bengal revenue. If I 
may be permitted to use a hackneyed phrase l might say that this is 
one of my hardy annuals; and it 1 have bi ought this motion again and 
again it is because 1 think that by perseverance and persistence I would 
get a verdict which reasoning, fair-play and justice demand. 
Calcutta is a great city, a very important city ami its affairs have to ho 
looked upon by very efficient policemen. So far I agree, but there is 
no justification to charge the revenues ot Bengal foi the maintenance 
of a costly and magnificent police service in Calcutta. Only yesterday 
the Hon'ble Mr. lteid was pleased to observe that Calcutta is a cosmo- 
politan city and it is inhabited not only by Europeans and Indians of 
Bengal but by people from various provinces. I therefore demand, Sir, 
that the expenses of the police should be paid by the people of the cos- 
mopolitan city of Calcutta and not by the poor cultivators of Bengal. 
The cost shown in the budget as cost of the Presidency Police is Its. 4& 
lakhs and a few thousands, but, Sir, the actual cost is much more, for it 
does not include Th^capitai expenditure and the interest and the sink- 
ing fund paid on account of the capital expenditure that has been 
incurred by Government for the quarters of the Calcutta policemen aa 
well as for the police-stations. The first time I moved this motion it 
was received with great hostility from non-official benches and I foun«! 
that I appealed to an unsympathetic jury. But there was a saving 
clause in it. The Hon’ble Sir Arthur Moberly speaking on behalf of 
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the Treasury Benches said that because everybody was opposed, he on 
behalf of Government was pleased to remark that so far as the Treasury 
Bench was concerned, they would consider the case very favourably if the 
non-official members so desire, and since then I have been moving it 
year after year although with improved result but not satisfactory 
result. This time, Sir, I am glad to find that in this motion I am 
joined by two of my stalwart friends. I would remind the House again 
that the rural population of Bengal is the bread-winner of the family 
and the whole province depends on the labour of the cultivators. But 
nt the same time they were the most neglected members of the family. 

Sir, we have been charged and are being charged with the expenses 
of the costly police and I may remind the House that Bengal revenues 
liave also paid princely sums — I may call them donations— to the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust because we are told that Calcutta has a 
large population Calcutta is the capital city of India and it ought to 
be a beautiful city. I admit that it should be so, but what I want is 
1h;it we should neither be made to pay for the grandeur nor for the 
beauty nor for the Police of Calcutta. Sir, the Presidency Police is 
absolutely necessary for the people of Calcutta but not for the rural 
population. 

Again, Sir, speaking about the much maligned traffic police if they 
were not in Calcutta 1 do not know what would have been the conditions 
of my friends when walking in the streets of Calcutta and those going 
about in their cars. As a cosmopolitan city it has of course good points 
;uid had points. But like the city of London— I mean the greatei 
Ijondnn Calcutta is the refuge of criminals from various parts of the 
province and it is very necessary for the protection of the life and pro- 
perty of the people living in Calcutta to have an efficient and up-to- 
date police, but there is no reason why the poor tenants nn^d cultivators 
of the rural Bengal are to be flayed and flayed alive. Sir, we are only 
villagers : what property have we got — a few bunches of plantain and 
a few* cocoanuts or a maund or two of paddy and to protect these we 
have policemen known as chaukidars. Government says — look heie, 
for the protection of yopr property we have engaged policemen and 
cliaukUhtrs, you must pay for them: when you want the services of 
pplicemeu for the protection of your property you must pay for them. 
But that is not the actual state of things. We have to pay for the big 
people who are running Bolls Bovce and enjoying ofhdf luxuries of the 
city life: always colliding with bullock carts or for the matter of that 
with tram cars: they must be protected at any cost and they should not 
be asked to pay. They are wealthy people and for wealthy and prosperous 
people of Calcutta the poor must suffer, just as for the benefit of the big 
mill-owners of Bombay, the whole population of India will have to suffer 
because they have* to pay ten times more than what they were paying 
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for the ordinary necessities of life; so for the benefit of the great mer- 
chant princes as well as the wealthy zemindar* of Calcutta the rural 
population of Bengal must subscribe. If the people of Calcutta want 
wider roads, wider streets and other amenities of city life they must 
pay for it. But the position is that the people of Calcutta must have 
wider roads because it is Calcutta, the city of palaces, and therefore 
Bengal must pay; and the cultivators of Bengal must pay tuxes to the 
Improvement Trust, for good traffic of Calcutta an,d for (he detection 
of crimes in Calcutta. May I inquire, Sir, from the Treasury Benches 
what is Calcutta's contribution towards the provincial revenue? It is 
negligible, nominal and absolutely nothing not even a few thousands 
veiy small. Ihe Calcutta people of course pay income tax: that in the 
first, place goes to the Government of India and in the second place the 
income is earned outside Bengal and not in Bengal ; and the only other 
sources of revenue from Calcutta, excepting land revenue, is excise 
revenue and that is all. But we people of Bengal pay a heavy land 
revenue, much higher than Calcutta. At the same time we have to pay 
tor other things also and pay for our ehaukidars. Well, Sir, it is not 
fair it is not justice. At the present moment 1 may say very little is 
being done: after the affair is finished Government have realised that 
something must be done for the rural population and they have now 
taken steps; hut they have got remedies in the hands of conferences ami 
committees: the conferences and committees have sat and discussed but 
ihe real question is who is to pay the piper, to improve the economic dis- 
tress and improve the conditions ot the rural areas. We are poor people 
and we do not want much. We want water for drinking: water for 
irrigation, drainage and communication for carrying goods to the 
market. We do not want either Kden Garden or Botanical Gardens hut 
what we want is poor and simple living. Poor villagers as we are we 
cannot get drinking water because there is no money; our irrigation is 
ineffective because there is no money; how can you improve your agri- 
culture; we suffer from malaria because there is no drainage and there 
is no money. But here is money which is unjustly taken from Bengal 
Tevenues and spent over the city of Calcutta. Sir, it is not only unfair, 
but I say it is unjust and almost criminal to ask the people of Bengal 
to contribute for the maintenance of the Presidency Police. \\ e the 
poor people of the mufasxal when come in and go out of Calcutta have ty) 
pay tax liberally to the Improvement Trust. Government in the time 
of Sir Author Meterly was more sympathetic; if I remember aright in 
his time other municipal towns were included and he considered the 
situation favourable. 

Now* Sir, the expenditure is nearly Es. 76 lakhs and not Rs. 42 lakhs 
as stated because the capital expenditure is shown in the Public 
"Works Department budget. This money should W devoted solely, fair- 
ly and equitably for the sanitation, communication ahd drainage of the 
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rural areas. You say you have nt> money. We do not know from where 
you will get money but all the same it is required for the benefits of the 
rural people. If the Corporation is aske.d to pay for the Police, they 
will demand the control of the police. You may by legislation or by 
executive order — I am not well conversed in these matters — ask the 
municipality to eontribuate or in the alternative to raise a tax from the 
residents of Calcutta and those who come to Calcutta will have to pay 
it, because they enjoy the luxury and benefits of Calcutta life. A frieud 
of mine told me the other day : you people come to Calcutta and enjoy 
the advantages of Calcutta life; then why should you not pay? I admit 
thut so far as myself and people like me are concerned, we should pay 
because, as I have sai.d before, when we come to Calcutta we enjoy the 
amenities of the city. Rut I may tell my friends here that 99 per cent. 
of the rural people never come to Calcutta at all and never enjoy the 
benefits of Calcutta, and still the earnings of their hard work are taxed. 
The Zacharia Street, Burrnbazar and Clive Street can well afford to pay 
50 to 60 lakhs a year for the maintenance of this magnificent city. You 
cannot have a Commissioner of Police on a less salary than what he 
receives now, because a man like him cannot live on a few oranges and 
a seer of milk. That is all right, but that is not the question. The 
question is who are to pay for it. It is the people of Calcutta who ought 
to pnv. The expenditure on the Calcutta Police and the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust has done us more in jury. In the first place, we lost 
so much money, and in t lie second place those wealthy people, our 
zemindars finding the rural area not worth living have left them and 
have come to Calcutta to live here. The result is that the rural areas 
have been left to poor, uneducated, ill-fed and ill-clad cultivators. T 
leave it to the justice of the House and for the consideration of Govern- 
ment. It is a fair proposal and it will not do to raise money from rural 
Bengal by taxing the people. If you want money, tax the people of 
Calcutta. With these words I commend the motion to the acceptance 
of the House, and I hope that justice will lie given us and that we will 
not be denied fair play and justice at the hands of the people who in the 
course of a year or two are expected to rule Bengal. 


Mr. P. N. GUHA: Mr. President, Sir, this is a position which has 
bacn raised off and on to draw the attention of the Government to the 
necessity of distributing the Provincial revenue fairly and equitably 
We know* all about the benefit that the Province whole derives 
from the metropolis and we know everything about, the lead and light 
that the rural areas get from the metropolis. In fart there is no 
country in the world in which the rural areas do not get large benefit 
from the metropolis and from that point of view I agree that the people 
living in rural areas should contribute something to the upkeep of 
the metropolis. It* therefore stands to reason that Bengal as a whole 
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should contribute to maintain an efficient Police force in Calcutta, but 
that is no reason why the people of Calcutta themselves should not pay 
anything at all for the upkeep of their Police force. I shall presently 
show that Calcutta pays nothing for its Police and the whole burden 
is on the shoulders of the people of the rural areas. 

Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Member told us the other day that 
the Province derives its revenue mainly from five sources and they are. 
Land, Excise, Registration, Forests and Stamps. Of these five, land 
revenue is directly contributed to the exchequer of the Government 
by every man living in Bengal including those who live in Calcutta, 
but my friend Maulvi Abul Kasem has already shown that the land 
revenue realised in Calcutta proper is almost negligible and even 
insignificant portion of the expenses for the Presidency Police cannot 
be met from that. The people of Calcutta however pay much more in 
the shape of rates and taxes, but the pity of the situation is that not a 
single pie out of such rates and taxes paid goes to the Government of 
Bengal. Rates paid by the owners and occupiers of the houses in Cal- 
cutta proper amount to something over two crores of rupees annually, 
but each and every pice goes to the Calcutta Corporation. Then Sir, a 
huge sum is annually paid by the people of Calcutta in the shape of 
income-tax and the whole amount goes to t lie Government of India. It 
will be realised that the payments, I should say heavy payments, imidc 
by the people of Calcutta go to the Calcutta Corporation and the Gov- 
ernment of India, hut none of them contributes a pice towards the cost 
of the Presidency Police. The Government of Bengal have not only 
to maintain an efficient Police force, hut they are to spend a lot for 
Calcutta in various other directions Mich as the maintenance of a good 
many miles of roads, a good maidan and several other amenities, hut 
not being the subject matter of the motion under discussion, I will not 
refer to them further. 

Sir, in dealing with the demand for the appointment of the Bengalis 
in the Police force of the Presidency town, the Hon’ble Mr. Reid said 
that Calcutta was not a Bengali town. It is inhabited by men and 
women belonging to every race and every country in the world and so 
it is a cosmopolitan town. We agree and ask in turn why should the 
people of Bengal he so heavily taxed for the upkeep of a town which iff 
not a Bengali one ? Why should the Province as a whole pay for a 
costly police which is necessary to look after not the Bengalis alone 
but a cosmopolitan people? Mr. Reid said that there were 262 sergeant* 
in the Calcutta "TJJl ice, hut no one need overlook the fact that them 
is not a single sergeant anywhere in rural Bengal. So we are to pay 
for 262 sergeants and as many totrar* necessary to keep u cosmopolitan 
people under control. Is that fair? I feel that the revenue paid by 
rural Bengal is being unjustly utilised at the Presidency town. 
There would have been some justification of taxing the rural people if 
they had not been paying anything in any shape *for the benefit of 
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Calcutta. My friend, Maulvi Abul Kasem, has shown how the people 
are being taxed for the improvement of Calcutta and I think in the 
very near future they will have to pay more for the construction of the 
Howrah Bridge. So it cannot be said that rural Bengal has not been 
paying sufficiently for Calcutta. 

Sir, I beg to submit that the Government should no longer spend 
money out of the Provincial revenue for the maintenance of a costly 
Presidency Police and they should turn their eyes to the residents of 
Calcutta for the purpose of raising a sufficient fund. It is for the Gov- 
ernment to decide if a direct Police tax should be imposed or the 
Corporation of Calcutta should be asked to find the money. I have no 
experience of the foreign countries, but my impression is that the 
County Councils make a contribution towards the maintenance of the 
police of a country. Similar procedure can easily be followed here. 
Sir, this question was brought to the front when Sir Arthur Moberlv 
asked the Council to vote a few lakhs of rupees for the thana build- 
ings in Calcutta, and he said that the Government would have no 
objection in bringing lip a measure for the separation of the Police of 
the village and urban areas. I think it is high time for doing some- 
thing in that direction. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I move the motion 
that stands in my name but in a slightly different standpoint from the 
motion moved by mv friend Mr. Abul Kasem, that is to say not exactly 
on the general terms in which it has been moved by him. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: But that motion has already been moved. You 
need not, thereto! t\ move yours; but you may choose your own line of 
argument. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Yes, Sir. I look at it 
from a slightly different point of view. At this stage I may remind 
the Hon ’hie Member in charge that the subject is a very old one, much 
older than it is ordinarily considered to be. At the time when the 
municipal and local self-governing institutions were strengthened by 
Lord Hi poii the question of responsibility for the police charges as 
between Government and the Calcutta Corjioration was the subject 
matter of an elaborate discussion in 1882-88 and it was in that year, 
when the matter was finally settled that the Goveiynjent of India in 
very clear terms laid down that a time might come when the city of 
Calcutta might once more he called upon to levy police rates. Dis- 
cussing the subject the Government of India made it definitely clear 
that although the Calcutta Corporation was being relieved of its respon- 
sibility and the citizens of Calcutta were not being required to pay for 
police charges this question might be taken up later on, and it was in 
thftt understanding* that the rate which was imposed ever since the year 
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1867 on the Calcutta Corporation to maintain a part of its police duties 
given to the Calcutta Corporation on the understanding that a sum 
of Rs. 3 lakhs would be spent by the Corporation in the development of 
the sanitation of the added areas. I might say here that at that time 
the total cost of the police was roughly about three lakhs and a few 
thousands, but to-day it lias come to about Rs. 45,00.000. The whole 
question was again reviewed in the time of Sir Henry Wheeler when 
the Calcutta Police Administration Report made a suggestion as to 
whether it was not time to enter into a discussion on that subject, and 
in the year 1921 Mr. A joy Chandra Dutt moved a resolution in the 
Bengal Legislative Council on that subject and in pursuance of that 
resolution the Government of Bengal appointed a committee which is 
now known as t lie Police Rate Committee. That Committee definitely 
went into the whole question and though, as regards the imposition 
of a police rate in Calcutta, they could not come to a unanimous 
conclusion as to the modus opt'randi % the majority opinion was that 
the Calcutta Corporation and the citizens of Calcutta should be made 
to pay a certain amount of the police charges for the maintenance 
of the costly Calcutta Policy. At this stage, Sir, I might say that 
my standpoint i> not that the entire cost of the Presidency Police 
should be charged upon the Calcutta Corporation or upon the citizens 
of Calcutta. I hope the citizens of Calcutta would lie glad tor this 
small mercy and 1 certainly feel that it this principle is accepted 
the question of deciding the rate developing might lie discussed 
later on. If any contribution were to be made by the Calcutta 
Corporation for the purpose of maintaining this high police expendi- 
ture, I feel that we will be making some headway towards the solution 
of the problem, leaving the future to adjust itself later on. Sir, the 
nature of the work which the Calcutta Police has to do so far as the 
locality of Calcutta is concerned, will he apparent from the fact that a 
particular sec tion is maintained in the Calc utta Police which is known 
as the City Architect Section and its duty is to assist the City Archi- 
tect in finding out illegal construction of houses and helping the City 
Architect and the Calcutta Corporation in maintaining the building 
regulations. That, Sir. i* certainly a charge uhicli the revenues of 
Bengal should not hear. The Traffic Police, the Mounted Police, the 
Pass Department, the Lost Property Office, the Passport Office, the 
Public Vehicles Department of the Calcutta Police have to do duties the 
cost of which should he fairly and fully met from the Calcutta Corpora*- 
tion, or from th&^tizcns of Calcutta. 

The question of the allocation of funds was very’ carefully inquired 
into by this Committee which was appointed in 1921 and against tbeir 
decision there was not even a single minute of dissent except on minor 
matters! They decided that so far as the Port Police was concerned, 
it should not be charged upon the city of Calcutta since the Commis- 
sioners of the J*ort wet seven-tenths of the charge* under that bead. 
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The charge for administration should be divided half and balf^ 
Investigation— three-fourths Calcutta and one-fourth provincial; 
patrol — to be entirely local; police courts — 4 parts local and one part 
provincial; armed j>olice — one-third provincial and two-thirds local; 
traffic police — four-fifths local and one-fifth provincial; mounted 
police — four-fifths to Calcutta and the rest to the province; guards — 
will be entirely provincial charges; escorts and orderlies — half and half; 
reserve — half and half as between the province and the city; Criminal 
Investigation Department — 3 parts local and one part provincial. Now, 
Sir, that Committee was presided over by Mr. Bompas and Rai Ram- 
taran Banerji Bahadur, Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, Mr. A. C. 

Dutt and Mr. Fpendra Lai Roy and Khan Bahadur K. M. Azam were 

its members. The Deputy Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation sent 
in a note as regards details and the Commissioner of Police very 
thoroughly went into the whole question. But what I beg to point out 
is that the development of the Calcutta Police as regards its cost lias 
come to be such that, while not long ago it cost Rs. 21 lakhs it now 
costs Rs. 43,00,000. Now, Sir, there must be a limit up to which Hie 
provincial revenues should pay the cost of the Calcutta Police and it is 
there that l leg to draw the attention of the Hon ’hie Member to Hie 
fact that the rural people have to pay about Rs. GO lakhs or to be exact, 
Rs. 37,00,000 for t he maintenance of their village chowkidars. If the 

nature of the duties of the Calcutta Police was the same as that of the 

w u fits sal jKilice I could have understood that. But it will be admitted 
that the work of the Calcutta Police is not of a particularly local 
character owing to the fact of Calcutta being what it is, the citizens of 
Calcutta might not unjustly be required to pay. Sir, in a question 
like this one is bound to bring in many controversial points and I 
already find the Reverend Mr. Nag is anxious to jump up for an 
opportunity of making known his views. I know, Sir, that such a 
question will raise controversial points, but I would earnestly appeal to 
my friend not to look at the question as a question between Calcutta 
and the nwfa**al but on the clear ground whether the charge for the 
Calcutta Police should not be met partly by the citizens of Calcutta and 
partly from provincial revenues. Sir, if I were a whole-hogger and 
asked that the entire charge should be met by the citizens of Calcutta, 
I might be blamed, but I am modest in my demand and I propose that 
a .part of the cost only should be met by the Calcutta Corporation. 
Sir, I may remind the honourable members that the province of Bengal 
has no! grudged to pay large amounts of money for ^^development of 
Calcutta and Bengal is as much proud of Calcutta as anybody tlse. 
Bengal has certainly taken its proper place but that point should not 
be stretched too far to the breaking point. I may remind my friends 
that the Bengal Government has met the recurring expenditure in the 
shape of Calcutta house-building scheme for which Rs. 15 lakhs has 
been spent already and even in this year, if I am not mistaken, orignal 
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^capital construction proposals are before the Legislative Council and 
^iy friend Mr. P. N. Gulia reminds me that the Howrah Bridge con- 
struction is in the interest of Government. But, Sir, if you look to the 
bridges which have been constructed under the auspices of the Irriga- 
tion Department, namely, the bridges at Nurkcldanga, Fltadanga, 
Alipur and Chitpore, you will find that the province of Bengal had to 
pay Rs. 50 lakhs within the last few years. The Calcutta Improvement 
Trust annually* gets a sum of Rs. 1,50,000 from Government and even 
in this deficit budget this Government have had to pay that sum in 
addition to the contribution which the Trust gets for goods and traffic 
that get in and out of Calcutta. The Glanders and Farcy Department 
to which attention was drawn very specifically bv the Retrenchment 
Committee is still a charge upon provincial revenues, even though the 
nature of the work is such that it should be purely of a local character. 
Then, Sir, in the wufassal the Outdoor department of a hospital has 
to be maintained by the people whereas in Calcutta, so far as an Out- 
door department is concerned— I am not for a moment referring to the 
Indoor section, which is properly and legitimately a provincial charge— 
so far as the Outdoor departments in hospitals in Calcutta are concerned 
the cost incurred there is charged entirely on provincial revenues. We 
do not grudge Calcutta all these things, and I must say that uhen I 
brought this motion my object was that only a part of the expendi- 
ture on the Calcutta Police should be met by the citizens of Calcutta. 
But I have not for n moment said that ihe entire charge should he paid 
by the citizens of Calcutta. I may, Sir, in conclusion assure my 
friends that I do not intend this motion to he taken as a question of 
Calcutta versus mufassal but purely as a question of principle, by which 
we feel that the time has come when the question of alienation of funds 
should be very carefully looked into, so that a solution may be arrived 
at, in regard to the expenditure on the Calcutta Police. As I have 
already said Calcutta had a police rate before. And if this city is 
relieved of the police rate, it stands to reason that the question of the 
development of Calcutta should be the concern of the local people, 
because the development of Calcutta was such a necessity that the 
Government of India and the Government of Bengal thought that the 
Calcutta Corporation ought to pay for looking after its sanitation, etc. 
Sir, times are changing, the system of Government is changing nl«o. 
I beg to draw the attention of every memtar of this House to the fact 
which I have enumerated as to whether at the present time CnlcuWa 
ought not to pay at least a part of the expenditure. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: Sir, in rising to speak on this 
motion I am afraid that both the mover of the resolution and Mr. P. N. 
Guha and also my esteemed friend Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin indulg- 
ed in confused thinking. Sir, it has been stated firstly, that Calcutta 
pays no land revenue and that the major portion of the income comes 
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from the rural areas and therefore the provincial revenues ought not 
to pay for the whole or part of the Calcutta Police. As my friend 
Mr. P. N. Guha has pointed out, the main heads of the revenues of 
Bengal are land revenue, excise, stamps, forests and registration. Sir, 
I concede for the sake of argument that Calcutta does not pay any 
land revenue but at the same time I may point out that the excise 
revenue is about Rs. 1,50,00,000 -1 will take the mean figure only — and 
of the stamps about Rs. 3,00,00,000 and I take it that a large portion 
of this is paid by Calcutta. Secondly I would like t-o know whether 
there are any figures in the possession of Government to show how, and 
in what proportion, Calcutta pays towards the various heads of 
revenue. Sir, there is also another point of view as to whether in 
financing the Calcutta Police Government is doing it for the benefit of 
the people of Calcutta that is to say the permanent residents of Calcutta 
or for the people of the province as a whole. When we hear of the 
bridges, railways and other tilings I wonder whether the speakers con- 
sidered that so far as trade and commerce is concerned, trade and com- 
meice certainly benefit the people of Calcutta as much as they do the 
rural areas. If there were no rural area to which goods can b? sent 
or from which goods come to Calcutta or which have no connection 
with Calcutta I do not think trade and commerce would flourish 
in Calcutta. Sir, when we are talking of the export and import trade 
of Calcutta helping Calcutta alone we are, I submit, guilty of eon- 
fused thinking. Then again it has been pointed out that the mufasml 
is taxed to thelune of Rs. 50,00,000 on account of chaukidari police. 
Sir, if my hon'hle friends would kindly look at the budget they would 
find that the entire police budget amounts to Rs. 2,00,00,000 ami out of 
this Its. 42,00,000 is for the Presidency Police. Therefore the ratio of 
police expenditure of Calcutta to the rest of Bengal is 1: 4; that is 
one-fifth is spent for the Calcutta Police and four-fifths for the Bengal 
Police. So far as Calcutta is concerned, Sir, we have just had the 
edifying spectacle of this House rejecting the cut of Rs. 100 for the 
purpose of economising expenditure in the .Presidency Police, that is 
the representatives of the vmfassal helped to have that rejected. I 
submit, Sir, it does not lie in their mouths to say that we shall not 
reduce expenditure on the Calcutta Police but we shall delete the expen- 
diture altogether no far ns the provincial revenues are concerned. Sir, 

I submit, that in no part of the budget you will find that a differentia- 
tion is made in the provisions for expenditure between the funds 
received from Calcutta and the funds received in the vurfassal. As one 
who is temporarily resident in Calcutta but represents a rural area, I 
submit it does connote a good deal of confused thinking in the talk 
that because the Bengal revenues as a whole ore put down in the income 
side wherever you find an expenditure which refers to Calcutta alone 
you think Calcutta must pay for it separately. I am glad to find that 
my friend Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axizul Haque did not go to that 
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extreme to which Mr. I>. N. Guha and Khan Bahadur M. A. Momiu 
want but I still think that if they could devote their energies to have 
the expenditure not only on the Presidency Police hut on the whole 
Bengal Police reduced they would have done greater service to the whole 
of Bengal than by raising this annual cry in the Bengal legislative 
Council. 

Babu JATINDRA HATH BASUi Mr. President, Sir, it appears 
that in some quarters there is a tendency to regard Calcutta as some- 
thing distinct and separate from Bengal, but it is forgotten that 
Calcutta is as much Bengal as the rest of the province and the necessity 
of Calcutta in the matter of police administiation is as much the con- 
cern of the province as that of the inhabitants of Calcutta. (Khan 
Bahadur Muhammad Annul. Momin: “You must pay for it.“) Sir, 
Khan Bahadur Mnulvi M. A. Momin says that we must pay for it, 
that is, Calcutta must pay for its police force. Khan Bahadur M. A. 
Momin probably has some experience of the Calcutta Police Court*: 
there lie will find that a large porportion of the persons who resort 
to those courts come from outside Calcutta. Khan Bahadur Mnulvi 
Azizul Haque has referred to the lost property office; if he will kindly 

there and make inquiries of the man in charge he will find that it 
is not the men of Calcutta that have to resort to that office, hut that it 
is mostly those that come from outsjde Calcutta have to avail of the 
sen ices of the lost property office. In various other ways, for instance, 
even in street accidents, you will find that a large number of 
accidents take place as regards men from outside Calcutta. I have 
heard from committees of hospitals that a large number of cases even 
in outdoor dispensaries to which Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque 
" as referring come from outside Calcutta because they get certain 
special facilities in Calcutta for being treated as outdoor patients. 
Ibis remark applies equally to indoor and outdoor patients. Thus 
Calcutta supplies all these public institutions for the benefit of the 
whole of the province. 

(Here Maulvi Abul Kasem said something which was inaudible). 

If Maulvi Abul Kasem would look up the entries both in the out- 
door and indoor registers of hospitals he will find that even in the case 
cf street accidents it is the people from the mufa**a] who predominate. 
.Those who are on the hospital visiting committees know this very 

well. 

Mr. PRESIDtflVT: Why is it so? Do the people of Calcutta bear 
a charmed life so far as street accidents go? ( Laughter.) 

Babtt JATINDRA NATH BASU: No, Sir. The reason is that the 
people of Calcutta are nowhere in Calcutta ! The business of Calcutta 
is to -a large extent conducted by people from outside. The reason 
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is clear : Calcutta is not outside the province of Bengal. It is Benga 
that has created Calcutta and Calcutta is as much a part of the pro 
vince as the districts of Burdwan, Nadia and the town of Krishnagai 
from which my friend Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque comes 
Arguing on the basis of income, which my friend has taken as one ol 
his principal points, I beg to submit that the income of Bengal is om 
which should be spent on Bengal as a whole inclusive of Calcutta, am; 
it is unreasonable to suggest that the revenues derived from a particulai 
area of the province should be devoted entirely for that area. If hb 
argument is pushed to its logical conclusions it may be that the rest of 
Bengal will find itself in a very difficult position. Sir, Calcutta may be 
said to be the head and apex of the whole province. It has all the rail- 
way systems of India converging to it. Here, too, the steamer systems 
•converge and there are various other activities which emanate from Cal- 
cutta. It is not only the people of Calcutta that benefit from her acti- 
\ities but the whole of the province. If Calcutta is crippled in any 
way the whole of Bengal will be crippled too. 

As regards taxes and rates my friends know it very well that so 
far as stamps and dealings in property are concerned Calcutta pays 
more than the rest of the province. As regards stamps which are paid 
on probate and letters of administration I might cite one instance, 
namely, that in one year Sir Datvid Yule’s estate paid a huge amount 
which practically saved the deficit in that year’s budget. (Khan Baha- 
dur Maulvi Azi/.i l Haui k: But the properties were not confined to 
Calcutta alone but were scattered throughout India). Be that as it may 
it cannot be denied that the duty was paid in Calcutta. I do not know 
whether Government have made anv calculations as to the proportion of 
revenue contributed by Calcutta towards the whole of the provincial 
revenues of Bengal, but I am sure, it will be found that the proportion 
is very large — probably much higher in proportion than the number of 
square miles that Calcutta occupies. Calcutta has not an area of 770 
thousand square miles. For the area that Calcutta has and for its popu- 
lation its contribution to the public exchequer is proportionately far in 
excess of the rest of the province. 

Having regard to all these matters I think that the feelings that 
*xist in certain parts of the House namely that Calcutta is differenti- 
ally and favourably treated are absolutely without foundation. If my 
friends who represent constituencies outside Calcutta want to make 
Calcutta pay for the amenities in which they share they will find that 
Calcutta will gradually have to curtail its progressi^^ctivities, instead 
of going on as she has been doing up till now. I submit, Sir, that in 
various ways Calcutta gives them advantages which they do not enjoy 
in the parts of the country from which they come. The percentage of 
local rates in Calcutta is much heavier than they are in the country- 
wide. In that way the contribution of Calcutta is very large. (Voice : 
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No, it is only 22 per rent.) les, but the land valuation in the mu fas sal 
is very low —several times lower than what it i> in Calcutta. Moreover, 
Sir, Calcutta, also maintains what may l>e called the whole working 
staff of the province— the spring which moves the whole province— 
both as regards administration as well as business. The High Court 
is here, the entire Secretariat is here and various other bodies that 
work for the .whole province is here. I think a case has hardly been 
made out for throwing an extra burden on Calcutta. Members will no 
doubt think carefully over the position and if they examine the actual 
facts they will see that the contribution of Calcutta is probably pro- 
portionately much larger than that of the mufassal. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, when my 
friend Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu charged Muulvi Abul Kasem and 
Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque with confused thoughts I thought that 
he would throw some real light on this question. I listened to his 
speech with very great attention, but I am afraid he made the con- 
fusion worse confounded. He tried to show that Calcutta really helps 
the rural population of the province by contributing appreciably to 
the provincial revenues, and this has also been the trend of the speech 
of Mr. J. N. Basu. Mr. J. N. Basu referred to the high Corporation 
rates that< the Calcutta people have to pn\ . Perhaps they do pay a 
higher rate, but he must not forget that they get m its return con- 
siderably higher and better amenities of life than are given to the 
people of mufassal municipalities The main revenue which Calcutta 
produces is from its excise and stamps as has been said by Mr. N. K. 
Basu. The total income from excise is al>ou< Rs. 1,50 lakhs of which 
J believe one-third only is realised in Calcutta At the same time I 
would like to remind him that the expenditure on excise administra- 
tion in Calcutta is very much higher than, in the raufa-niutl . As regards 
stamps, similarly, we do not know how much of the revenue comes from 
Calcutta; but even supposing that Calcutta contribute* a very large 
euro, we must also take into consideration the fact that Calcutta also 
spends a very large amount on its judicial administration. It is not 
quite right to say that because Calcutta contributes largely, Calcutta 
has a right to encroach on the revenues of the province mainly froni 
land-revenue andjg^her income for its police. 

I agree with Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque that it is not our inten- 
tion that the entire police expenditure should be met from taxes realised 
from th$ people of Calcutta: but I think that as Calcutta requires 
necessarily a highly paid police staff much more efficient than is re- 
quired in the mufagsal and there are problems in Calcutta which do 
not exist in the mvfastal , for instance, the traffic ahd other activities 
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ef the police, it is only fair that Calcutta should contribute a sub- 
stantial share of the expenses of the police administration in Calcutta, 
it is no use saying that the improvement of trade and commerce in 
"Cab utta also benefit# mufassal people. It does benefit mufassal people, 
but the major portion of the profits go to Calcutta. Therefore it is fair 
and just that those people who derive benefit from the trade and com- 
merce largely and for whose safety and for whose benefit the Calcutta 
Police is retained, should pay a fair share of the Calcutta Police. With 
these words, Sir, I support the motion. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: I am afraid some wrong 
issues have crept into the discussion of this question. The question as 
to how much Calcutta contributes to the revenues of the province is more 
or less irrelevant. For if you go into that question a little further you 
will have to ask where Calcutta finds the money to contribute to the 
provincial revenues. Calcutta does not produce much wealth; the 
bulk of the wealth is produced in mv fossa! and Calcutta exploits it for 
its own benefit. That is the wealth of Calcutta. If you carry on an 
investigation, if you go further ahead and go to the root of the question, 
you will find that Calcutta could not contribute proportionately more 
than the mufassal to the provincial revenue. It has been said that 
Calcutta gets much revenue from export, import, and excise duties and 
stamps and court-fees, etc., hut, if you calculate them you will find that 
almost the whole of these revenues is contributed by the people of 
mufassal. How can you possibly distinguish between Calcutta contri- 
bution and via fas sal contribution? Well, the probate duties, even the 
huge probate duties realised in the Original Side of the High Court, 
come from the properties outside Calcutta. It is certainly true that 
Calcutta is a very important town in Bengal and Bengal has got an 
interest in it. I do not say that the whole of the police expenditure 
ought to be realised from Calcutta. But at the same time there are 
certain interests in Calcutta which should contribute. It has been said 
by Mr. Reid in connection with another matter that some of the expendi- 
ture of the Calcutta Police is necessary because Calcutta is a cosmo- 
politan city. He has said so in connection with the debate with regard 
to sergeants. If Calcutta requires extra expenditure on account of its 
being a city of the cosmopolitan nature, I see no reason why the cos- 
mopolitan people should not pay for it. You should impose tax upon 
the visitors of Calcutta and the tourists coming to it. I do not see any 
reason why should they not contribute. Why do you compel people, 
who do not get benefit of Calcutta, to contribute to its expenditure? 
There is another point to consider which was referred to in a speech 
when I had the good fortune to hear. It is this : if you have to pay for 
I he expenditure of the Calcutta police from the provincial revenue, it 
is well and good. But why can’t the same principle be appiied to 
mufassal alsoP When the question of police expenditure in villages 
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comes up, the Government stoutly fights against paying a single p k# f & 
the village chaukidar. The village chaukidars are controlled % the 
police and the Magistrate but the union boards have got to pay fotf 
them and no assistance has up till now been given bv the Government" 
ir that respect. Well, if Calcutta can be paid from the provincial 
revenues for its police, why not the villages * When the question of 
improvement of the villages comes in you say that the villagers should 
find their own money not only for this matter hut also for other 
matters; the union boards have to find their o.vn money for e\erything 
and they have to depend only on the grants from the district hoards. 
Let fill the revenue resources of the province be brought into :i common 
till and all expenses for the whole province be equitably paid out from 
this common fund. If you do that 1 have not the slightest objection. 
But when the case of Calcutta police comes you pay out of the common 
till and when the question of mufnssal comes you ask the people to con- 
tribute; this is neither fair 1101 equitable. You have got to choose 
between the two, i.e., either Calcutta should contribute for its police 
and the village should contribute for its police. Or, if Calcutta does 
not contribute to its police expenditure, the village police also ought to 
be maintained also from the provincial revenue. 

Mr. N. K. Basu referred to this argument. But I do not think he 
has given any answer. That is the crux of the whole question. If all 
the expenditure of the province is borne by the provincial revenues, I 
have not the slightest objection to the Calcutta Police being wholly 
paid out of it. 

Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah spoke in Bengali in supjsut of the 
motion. 


The Hon’ble Mf» R. N. REID! Sir, Mr. Abul Kasem is evidently 
one of those who believe in the saying of a famous modern sailor 
that repetition is the soul of argument, for he repented his arguments 
on many occasions during the last few years, but I think we should be 
grateful to him for his persistence in affording us a discussion to-night 
and n stimulating discussion. I looked up the previous discussions 
in this House in 1929 and 1930, and I notice that his persistence wax 
rewarded in that whereas he was able to secure only 8 votes in favouf 
of his resolution in 1929, in 1930 he collected 28 votes against 50 on 
the other side. 7t will be interesting to see whether the result of 
the voting, if it comes to a division to-night, shows an increase on 
those figures. In 1930, of course, it was a resolution and not a dis- 
cussion. on a cut motion, and the resolution was to the effect that the 
cost of the Presidency Police should be realised from the citisens of 
Calcutta and that similarly tie cost of the town police in other muni- 
cipal areas should be realised from the residents. That second point 
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whifi is a niutter of some importance in respect of my reply but it 
has not been very much emphasised this afternoon. And this brings 
me to what is really the main point. Whatever I have to say this 
evening will no doubt be characterised as a rather jejune reply, as 
1 will have to repeat what was said in 1930 by Sir William Prentice 
in replying to the resolution of Mr. Abul Kasem. In giving his reply 
to the resolution he referred to the words of Sir Arthur Moberly in 
1929, and those were to the effect that Government could not accept 
the resolution then, but if it appeared that there was a general con- 
sensus of opinion that not only Calcutta but all towns should be taxed 
separately so as to pay for watch and ward w'ithin their own areas, 
then Government would be prepared to take up the matter and go into 
i! once more. They went into it, as the House knows and the report 
is available, in 1922. That report was far from being unanimous 
— 0 were definitely against the proposal and 0 definitely for it. and one 
Mr. Beadle was in favour of the proposal but on rather modified lines 
very similar to that taken by Khan Bahadur Azizul Ilaque this even- 
ing, that a reasonable pro]x>rtion of the expenditure should be worked 
out and so much on that basis should lx* made payable by the inhabi- 
tants of Calcutta and the rest met from the general revenues. Not being 
at all clear whether there is a general consensus of opinion on the 
subject here to-night I find it rather difficult to say anything more 
definite. But one thing is clear to my mind and that is that what- 
ever may be said to the effect that we are not discussing anything which 
connotes a cleavage between Calcutta and mufassal, I am afraid that 
feature must enter into any proposal which is to the effect that a large 
sum of money which is now' found out of the provincial revenues should 
bo found by the inhabitants of a particular area, a proposal w hich means 
that the provincial revenues would be relieved of either, as some pro- 
jK)se, the whole of the Presidency Police cost, or as others say, half of 
it or a reasonable proportion of it and that cost should be realised 
from the inhabitants of Calcutta. In other w'ords, the inhabitants of 
Calcutta w T ill have to be taxed to that extent. That is obviously a 
proposal which will, if it comes to the point, naturally raise a storm of 
opposition in certain quartern. Whether the general feeling outside 
Calcutta and possibly in Calcutta as w'ell is of such strength as would 
justify Government taking up this question and facing all the con- 
troversies that may arise is another matter on which it is difficult to 
pronounce at this time. There is one other point of general 
importance which arises nowadays in connection JRth so many ques- 
tions and that is whether this is the opportune moment to consider a 
big and important question of this sort when the present system of 
Government is nearing its close. We do not know how far off the 
new constitution is, but we all know it is not very far off now, and 
it is a matter for consideration whether we are entitled to raise this 
question now or whether it would not be wiser and more appropriate 
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to leave it to the future Minister who would he responsible for the 
Police administration. This of course would not prevent the present 
Government from collecting all information and materials and Having 
them ready for the future Minister when he came to office. Therefore, 
I have purposely avoided going into the detailed merits of this ]»ro- 
posal which really touch on a large number of subjects. Those who 
wish to study the question ought to read that interesting report which 
was issued by the Bompas Committee in 1922 where the pros and 
cons of this question were set out at length and \ei \ < learh . There 
is just one other point which is an interesting (sunt and which is a 
matter which does concern this question closeK ; though it is in a way 
separate from the main question of whether Calcutta should pay for 
its luxurious police force as tin* mufassal opinion designated it or 
whether the province generally should pay for it. An analogy has 
been made in some speeches of conditions in Kuiopean towns and in 
England in particular. In England the actual fact is that thoie is a 
great deal of central control over the police force all oxer tin* country. 
The County Police outside the London Metropolitan area me controlled 
for the purposes of finance as apart from discipline and promotion by 
joint committees composed of tin* .List ices ami of the local Councils, 
that is to say, they are only under tin* partial control of elected bodies, 
and both these bodies, the Police generally, outside the London area, 
are very effectively controlled by the Secretary of State for Homo 
affairs. He has ]*>wers under the Act of 191!) to make regulations, 
which are binding on the police forces throughout the country. Jle 
has to approve the rates of jxiy and he can exercise a xcry |w>wcrful 
control by means of grants-in-aid. A grant-in-aid is made fiom Central 
revenues to the local jxdice forces up to one-half of the approved 
amount of expenditure and naturalh this gixes him a xcry powerful 
lever of control. In London there is no local control over the expendi- 
ture of rates on the jiolice. The Secretary of State is the jmlice 
authority for the Metropolitan area and can determine the amount of 
the police rates and those rates are paid to an officer, who is now 
known as Receiver of the Metropolitan Police District, who is apjxunted 
by the Crown and is -responsible to the Secretary of State. Parliamen- 
tary control is obtained by the fact that the accounts arc laid before 
both Houses of Parliament. That, Sir, is the position as regards the 
analogous case and condition in the Tinted Kingdom, and f think it 
has a relevancy, and is of interest, to the present debate. As regard# 
the question of control, while I said that if there was a consensus 
of opinion in tht-*#iouse that there should l>e a change in the matter 
of the distribution of the cost of the Calcutta Police as lietween the 
inhabitants of Calcutta and the inhabitants of the province generally, 
if there is such a consensus of opinion Government will certainly take 
up the matter and look at it again. At the same time, as Sir Arthur 
Moberly said in 1929, Government would make it clear that they 
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should have to maintain a very definite measure of control over the 
police not only of the whole province but also of Calcutta, the reasons 
forVhich are quite obvious and which I think must be naturally 
accepted by the House. For the reasons I have given I have to 
oppose this motion but I want to make it clear that this is a question 
on which Government are very much interested though, as conditions 
are at present, they are unable to accept a motion of this kind. 


Mir. P. N. CUHA: In view of the above statement from the Hon’ble 
Member I beg to withdraw my motion. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot withdraw the motion, not having 
moved it. It is rather for Maulvi Abul Kasem to do so, if he so 
desires. 

Maulvi Abul Kasem’ s motion being put a division was tuken with 
the following result: — 


Baatrjl, Mr. P. 

Barman, Bala Pram lari. 

Okaitlari, Khan Balatar Maalvi AHmasiamaa. 
Oftaatkari, Bala Kltkarl Mtlan. 

OMwtkary, Maalvi Altai Qhaai. 

Okaatkary, Maalvi Naral Altar, 
laaafji, Maalvi Nar Ralmaa Klaa. 

Bala, Mr. P. N. 

Hakim, Maalvi Altai. 

Maaaa, Klaa Balatar Maalvi Ailiul. 

Hag"’. Kail Cmtatal. 

Maasaia, Maalvi Malammat. 

Kaaam, Maalvi Alai. 


Alant, Klaa Balatar Maalvi Imatattia. 

AN, Maalvi Mama. 

Aak varik, Mr. t. «. 

Bakih, Maalvi tfft MaJM. 

•at, Pal lain larat Olaatra. 

Barma, Hal laid Paaelaaaa. 

Bata, Bala tatlatra Nall. 

Bata, Mr. Nartatra Kamar. 
faaa, Mr. I. M. 

Battaariay, Mr. t. M. 

•laatlari, Klaa Balatar Maalvi Halaar Ralmaa. 
Mm, Mr. D. t. 

Daa, Ral Balatar latyaatra Kamar. 

Balt, Mr. «. I. 

BtgMf , Mr. ». B. A. 

Partial, Ha Ma«*Ma Naval K. «. M., Klaa 
Balaiar. 

P avta t , Mr. L. N. 
ttmaa, Bt. Amafya ftataa. 


Klaa, Klaa Balatar Maalvi Maauam All. 
Klaa, Maalvi Tamliattla. 

Haiti, Mr. R. 

Mamia, Klaa Balatar Malammat Altai. 
Qaatam, Maalvi Alai. 

Ralmaa, Mr. A. P. 

Ray, Bala Amalyatlaa. 

Ray, Mr. Ikaatl tlaklaraiwar. 

Naat, Bala Nttvai. 
laa Bapta, Dr. Naratk Olaatra. 
tkak, Maalvi Altai Hamit, 
lalaimaa, Maalvi Malammat. 


flkaiaavi, tl« Mat’ll* AlkatJ Naval Balatar Hr 
AMatkarim, #f DIMaar. 

Oifcbriat, Mr. N. N. 

Blattiif, Mr. D. 

Bala, Bala Prafalta Kamar. 

Bapta, Rai Balatar Malmatra Natl. 

Man, Mr. B. P. 

Ham**, Maahri Latafat. 

Karim, Maahrl Altai. 

Klaa, Mr. Rasaar Ralmaa. 

Uv, Mr. taraatra Natl. 

Magatra, Mr. L. T. aam 
Marti*, Mr. 0. M. 

NJNar, Mr. 0 . 0 . 

Mtttar, Mr. ». 0. 

Mtttra, Bala larat Olaatra. 

M ta fct r l **, Mr. tpamapraia t . 

Mailafc, Mr. M alaa ta Ba la ry. 

Bag, Ba tar aa t B. A. 

Nag. Bala III LA 
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lipli kk<M tkk Nm'M* Hr. KlAnia. 
illf--. Mr. R. K. 

MH.M.N.R. 

ftokkv, Mb Himmu Pmai 

Raktta, Mr. A. 

tai MakwO, MuMra Oak. 

laf, taka Kfcatt ar Mafcaa. 

Ray, Oaka Naftatfra Narajaa. 

•ay Okaarikary, Mr. K. 6. 

RaM. tka Haa’kla Mr. R. N. 

Ray, MM Haa'bfa Sir Oijay Prwak liagh. 
Ray, taka 4ttaakra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. taNaaarar kiafk. 


Ray, Mr. karat Kaaur. 

Ray Ckaaikari, taka Naai tkaakra. 
kakaaa, take tatya Rtakar. 
laaat, MaaHri Akkaa. 
larkar, Rai Rahakar Rakatt Makaa. 
taa, Rai UUk Akakay Kaaiar. 
taa, Mr. R. R. 
taaiaar, Mr. C. R. 

Tawaaak, Mr. N. P. V. 

WaJkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

WHkiaaaa, Mr. H. R. 

WtiUiai, Mr. A. k«6. 

Waakbaak, tba Naa'Ma Mr. k. A. 


“Ayes" being 25 and “Noes" (>4, the motion was lost. 


Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: I \»g to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,20,480 under the head "2011 — Superintendence — Pay of establish- 
ment" be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the need of 
effecting drastic economy in the department). 

There is nothing new, Sir, which 1 can offer by way oi argument 
in support of this motion. I would merely ask the Hoifble Member to 
effect economy in the Police Department, Ivecause the expenditure iu 
the Police Department, as I have observed on an earlier occasion, is a 
millstone round our necks. I should like to point out that unless 
economy is effected in this department, economy projrortioiiate and 
commensurate with our revenues, unless that is done, the department, 
I am afraid, will some day be so badly managed that it will not Ik* able 
to pa\ its own way. Sir, we have Keen told that new scales of pay are 
being prepared which will effect this economy. Hut we do not know as 
yet what those scules of pay are going to be. The Police Department 
will be affected in the same way as other departments. 1 have a 
shrewd suspicion. Sir, that economy will not be effected in this way. 
Government are determined not to effect an\ economies in the PolicR 
Department. We find. Sir, that only a few years back, the pay of the 
police — beginning from the constable right up to the head of the 
department — lias been doubled — and if not doubled has been increased 
to a very considerable extent. The occasion for this increase coincided 
with the year 1921 when there was disturbance in the province on 
account of civil disobedience movement. Government were in a panic; 
there was a regular stampede: Government felt that if the pay of the 
police was not increased perhaps the police force w'ould also join the 
civil disobedience movement and create disaffection in the country. 
It is thus clear Mika t Government have increased the pay so far as this 
department is concerned. There was an increase in revenue on account 
of the increase in rates of the stamp duty which was made possible by 
the amendment of the Court-fees Act. But I submit, Sir, that a bad 
economy cannot last long. The prodigal’s favourite must some day 
become a miser’s pensioner. When the salaries of the police 
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increased Government swayed by the idea — I might almost say fear— 
that there would be disaffection in the ranks of the police. I suggest 
that Government should make earnest efforts to balance its budget so 
as to make its expenditure fit in with the income, because you cannot 
run a deficit province by loans from the Government of India. You 
have been borrowing for several years past and in view of that fact 1 
think that the increases in pay which have been granted to the police 
should be reduced considerably so as to bring it down to the level of 
pay that existed a decade ago. Sir, I do not think that any attempt to 
effect drastic cut will create any difficulty so far as the officers are con- 
cerned ; because at the time when the pay scales were increased the 
prices of commodities were very high : now it is very low. And since 
the prices of commodities are very low' now and that money has not 
got the same value which it used to have l>efore, there is absolutely no 
reason why economy cannot he effected. And, I think, that Govern- 
ment will he doing a great service to this province if they map out a 
scheme of drastic economy v if-arri* the entire Police Department. Sir, 
I fully understand and appreciate the argument of the terrorist move- 
ment. It is no denying the fact that crimes of all sorts are increasing 
in the province day by day. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Muulvi Sahib, haw* you any objection in mov- 
ing the next motion, viz., No. 41o, which also stands in your name, 
and make one speech!'' It will save our time. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H : No, Sir, 1 have no objection. I 
beg to move that the demand of 11s. 1,20,480 under the head ‘‘2011 — 
Superintendence— Pay of establishment ” be reduced by 11s. 100 in 
order to draw attention to the excessive budgeting 1 for the suppression 
of terrorist outrages. 

Sir, 1 know that Government will bring forward the argument that 
willy n illy they must suppress the terrorist movement, but in order to 
do that Government must not forget that it must economise. If it does 
not do so, it w ill he giving a fillip to the terrorist movement inasmuch 
as such heavy budgeting for the police is sure to create discontentment 
and unemployment in the land. And therefore I humbly suggest that 
Government should take up this aspect of the question in right earnest. 
Sir, we have seen that two or three years ago there was a great upheaval 
of terrorist movement and it is quite easy that a fresh recrudescence of 
terrorist crimes and murders may occur in the neaadfuture. But for 
that excuse, we cannot continue budgeting for such heavy sums for 
the police to fight the terrorist movement and to banish political 
murders from the land. If we want to fight this movement we must 
fight it not with your present methods: yon cannot go on with your 
expensive ways. I therefore suggest to Government that the terrorist 
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movement $an be tackled only by effecting economies which will leave 
a surplus for building up the nation building departments and thus 
give ample scope to the terrorists to divert their energies to more useful 
and healthy channels. I once again emphasise that it is only by this 
means that you can tackle the terrorist movement— if not stomp it out 
altogether. You cannot do it in the way in which you have been trying , 
to do it for ail these years. I have told this House on many occasions 
that the way in which the terrorist movement could be tackled is to 
solve the economic problem and the problem of unemployment, I sub- 
mit, Sir, that there must be some screw loose somewhere in the 
administration; otherwise we would not have been saddled with this 
heavy expenditure on the police. My diagnosis is that all the measures 
that Government have taken will only increase the strength of that 
movement. I think that when t he disease has become so acute, there 
is no help for you but to put up with it for some time at least, and 
leave to time for its total disappearance. If you find that, after putting 
up with this necessary evil for some time there is no improvement in 
the situation, then and then only you can come to the conclusion that 
the remedy which I have prescribed for you is of no good : after that, 
of course, you can devise other measures to combat this evil. A\ hat 
will be our duty then!'' Our first duty will be to give up the course of 
treatment which 1 have suggested and to give up all remedies and to 
trust to nature — to the invigorating atmosphere of pure air. It has 
been found. Sir, that persons who suffer from chronic diseases generally 
get what called disease-phobia Sir, while I am suggesting to 
Government to effect economies in the Police Department I cannot 
ignore another point. It is that T want further to suggest to them not 
to put on the statute-book laws such as the Bengal (’rimmal Law 
Amendment Acts and enforce them in the strictest possible way. 
Recause such a course raises a spirit of revolt in the minds of impres- 
sionable youths of the country: it is the spirit ot man to disoliey what 
they consider to Ik* unjust laws and which they feel would hamper 
their just aspirations and their free will. I would therefore request, 
Government that if they want to effect economy in these matters they 
should act reasonably. They should not lavishly spend on the stereo- 
typed ways that are suggested by the Police Department. I would 
request t lie Hon’ble Member to brush aside the cobwebs of arguments 
and theories that are placed liefore him. If he were to brush them 
aside it would cure the disease. At any rate he must first realise that 
the present remedy is a had one in all conscience, otherwise there is no 
Lope for Governqifnt. When that is done they would search for the 
real remedy of the cancer which is at present eating into the vital* of 
the body politic. If the Hon’ble Member were to ask for help and 
advice from others — just as ordinary people do— I have not the least 
doubt |hat he would find out the remedy himself. At any rate I would 
draw the attention of the Hon’ble Member to the huge expenditure 
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that he has budgeted for the Mtpp^ssion of terrorist movement: in 
several year$, if this sort of tfijfcgptoirtmues the amount tfjll <*>me to 
several crores of rupees. I have suggested that first of a& he should 
throw off his phials and spill his medicines: then and then only he will 
find that he is hale and hearty. A reasonable man would in the first 
instance throw away those pills which are the remedies prescribed by 
quacks. If I am ill and if I feel it necessary to go to a doctor, it is 
quite in the fitness of things that I should follow his advice and take 
Jm medicine and potions for sometime only. But if I do not find after 
a certain period that his medicines either cure me or give me any relief, 
then it would not be unnatural for me, not to go to him again but to 
trust to nature and breathe God’s fresh air. You can only 
exasperate a man by passing drastic measures and pleading that 
Government have no other course open to them. Sir, I am tired of the 
familiar argument that the King’s Government must go on at any cost 
whatsoever. I submit, Sir, that before the King’s Government can go 
on the Devil’s Government must first cease; otherwise you cannot cure 
the disease of the body politic. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. We shall follow your advice and 
go out for a whiff of fresh air. (Laughter.) 

(The Council was then adjourned for 1 •"> minutes. ) 


( After adjournment.) 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Sir. once more to revert to mv 
story — n man went to Hippocrates the Greek father of medicine and 
asked him whether there is any disease for which there is no remedy: 
the great philosopher said — there is no disease for which God has not 
created a remedy, except one: and it is this that when a man does not 
consider a disease to be a disease and then when the symptoms of the 
disease are explained to him he laughs at them and when proper 
remedies are suggested lie does not care about them and goes about 
till at last he comes to a stage when the disease becomes incurable. 
Now, Sir, the disease mentioned by Hippocrates has overtaken the 
members of the Government. Only lately the Hon’ble Member enacted 
a Bill in which death sentence has been provided for an offence for 
which no man would provide any punishment At all.«aJ think Mr. Reid 
has become Shavian by this time and thinks like George Bernard Shew 
that death sentence is a far lighter sentence than, say, six months’ 
rigorous imprisonment, because in one case a man is deprived of his 
liberty and in the other case be is not. 1 think the Hon’ble Member 
does not take into account the legal principle in framing this sort of 
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Bill. Sit drastic measures of Urn sort are unheard of in any other 
administration and it is in order to Ipfotest against this that I move 
this out. motion. 

(Here the time-limit allotted to the subject was reached and the 
member resumed his seat.) 

The two motions of Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh (No. 414 and No. 416) 
were then put and lost. 

The original demand under head ‘‘2G — Police" was then put and 
agreed to. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

27— Ports and Pilotage. 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs. 4,73,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “27 — Ports and Pilotage”. 


Motion for rkihmtion. 

Maulvi NURAL AB8AR CHOUDHURY: 1 heg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 4,73,000 under the head “27— Ports and Pilotage" be 
reduced by Re. 1 (appointment of a Board of Conciliation under the 
Indian Trade Dispute Act in order to settle the trade dispute existing 
between the Bengal Mariners 1 Union, Registered Trade Union No. 9 
and the Joint Steamer Company). 

(The member read out his speech from a manuscript copy and wai 
inaudible at the reporters’ table.) 


Mr. C. R. SUMMER: Sir, 1 think it is evident from the remarks of 
the mover of this motion that his reason for asking us to accept that 
there is existent a trades dispute between the steamer companies and 
the Bengal Mariners’ Union is that the union has told him that such 
is the case. I can see no other reason, nor can I accept the proposi- 
tion that there iiwnny dispute between the steamer companies and their 
employees, who fully realise the bad state of the carrying trade and 
that a fair proportion of the vessels are laid up because there is no 
employment for them. I do not think, Sir, that the union is very 
representative of the steamer companies' employees. Its main occupa- 
tion in liff appears to be in the direction of an annual attempt to 



364 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[2WMa*., 

influence the steamer companies’ employees to go oil strike. 
Incidentally, Sir, of course that strike, if it materialised, would coin- 
cide with the advent of the Pujas, thereby causing the maximum 
amount of inconvenience to the general travelling public. Whilst this 
has been the position for some years past, it is noteworthy that last year 
the attempt did not even reach the point of openly talking about a 
strike. I think, Sir, it would be reasonable to suppose that if t^ere 
were any grounds for assuming a trades dispute to exist the union 
would have been approaching the steamer companies with the sugges- 
tion of a conference at which such matters might be discussed. Xo 
such suggestions have however come our way, and I think that we may 
take it that there is actually no disagreement or dispute between the 
steamer companies and their employees. The mover of the motion has 
referred to the negotiations which took place with the Government of 
Bengal in 1932, and I understand that on that occasion the union were 
offered a Court of Enquiry by the Government, which they did not 
think fit to accept. In view of these circumstances I am afraid we 
cannot accept the views put forward by the mover. 


The Hon'bie Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: The facts of the case are 
simple. In Sejitember 1932 we received information of the existence 
of a dispute. The Trade Disputes Act provides for two types of 
machinery; one is a Court of Enquiry and the other a Board of Con- 
ciliation. We told both the steamer companies and the Bengal 
Mariners’ Cnion that we were prepared to appoint a Court of Enquiry 
to inquire into the dispute and find out the facts. The steamer com- 
panies were agreeable and it is not clear why the union objected to 
this proposal ; they wanted a Board of Conciliation. 

In the first place, Sir, the joint conciliatory machinery which existed 
for the purpose of settling disputes between the steamer companies and 
the Cnion had broken down. There are several reasons why Government 
preferred to appoint a Court of Enquiry. Now’ if I have understood the 
mover of the motion correctly what he wants is a Board of Conciliation 
containing representatives of the steamer companies as well as of the 
Union. But it appears to be unlikely that such a Board, in view of 
the breakdown of the conciliatory machinery, would have been able 
to have settled the dispute. Another fact which I w*ould bring to 
the notice of the House is that the demands of the Union were very 
extravagant. One of their demands was thut thei^. should be a 26 
per cent . increase in the pay of barge manjhi khalasii, agency staff, 
flat and steamer clerks and workshop people: they also demanded tb* 
granting of three months’ compulsory leave 

(Here the time-limit allotted to the subject was reached). I beg 
to oppose the motion. 
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Maulvi Nural Absar Choudhury’s motion was put and lost. 

The original demand under head “‘27— Ports and Pilotage” was 
then put and agreed to. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

30— Scientific Departments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. «l. A. WOODHEAD: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 26,000 be granted for exj>enditure under the bead “30 — Scientific 
Departments.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

31— Education (Reserved). 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, T beg to move that a sum of 
Rs 10,25,000 he granted for expenditure under the head “31— Educa- 
tion (Reserved) 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

31 — Education (Transferred). 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 1,08,45,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “31*- 
Education (Transferred).” 

The demand for the year 1934-35 exceeds the budget estimate for 
the preceding year by Rs. 1,39,000 and the revised estimate of the 
same year by near Rs. 2 lakhs. 

2. It will be well understood that the present is not the time to 
embark upon any schemes involving large expenditure, and menfbers 
will look in vain in the budget of the department for any of thia nature. 
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Details of the new expenditure included in this year’s budget are 
given on pages 71-74 of the Red Book and no doubt members have 
alieady digested the information available there. It is unnecessary 
therefore for me to repeat all the particulars given in that book. I 
have not the time to give here. 

d. (i) I should like however to refer to the more important of the 
new features. 

Tniversity grants remain substantially the same but in grants to 
colleges T desire to draw attention to the provision for extended affilia- 
tion at Bethune College in Civics and to a partial restoration of the old 
grant of Rs. 1,29,000 to non-Government colleges. 

(it) In secondary education the most important items are an addi- 
tional giant to the Moslem High School for girls in Calcutta and a 
small provision for building and furniture grants for secondary schools. 

Oil) Special schools which are in the main Madrassas benefit also 
by additional building and furniture giants and there is provision for 
extra grants to three junior madrassas for girls. 

(ir) A small item under the head general gives mone\ tor new 
scholarships tor Moslem girls, and Rs. 10,450 is provided for the re- 
organised work of the Provincial Text-book Committer. The reason 
of this is that if is proposed in future to charge a fee for each book 
submitted to the committee for approval and to spend most of the 
money thus obtained in remunerating those who ar,» appointed to 
examine and report on the books. 

4. In my last year’s budget speech I referred at some length to two 
matters which then were novel the partial introduction of the Primary 
Act into certain districts of Bengal and the establishment of a train- 
ing centre for physical education in Calcutta. 

I am glad to be able to say that both these new schemes have pro- 
gressed with complete success. 

From next month district school boards will be established in certain 
districts in Bengal, and the control of primary education will virtually ' 
be transferred to them. 

It would be difficult to exaggerate the importance which we place 
lipon this experimental work. The inauguration of an immense 
scheme such as that embodied in the Primary Education Act is fraught 
with difficulties: there is tremendous possibility of wastage of energy, 
time and money. This we hope to eliminate by a careful watching 
of this preliminary and partial introduction. Please do not misunder- 
stand : those districts which have co-operated with Government in this 
way are not regarded as \ ivesectionists regard their victims— merely 
w material to be viewed callously and coldbloodedly for the sake of 
the prudence which any mistakes might evoke. They will themselves 
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benefit to a very great extent, and will have -as well as Government— 
the advantage of their accumulated experience when the time comes 
(and I hope it is not far distant) to bring in the scheme in its entirety. 

5. The training: centre which Government has established in Cal- 
cutta has done extremely {rood work during: the year. Not only has 
it trained a number of graduates for posts of physical instructors in 
schools but it has given short courses of instruction to selected inspect* 
ing officers and junior teachers, in the confidence that they, with the 
little they have seen of what can lie done by organised work in this 
field, will be ready in their own spheres of work to initiate and encour- 
age movements for the l>etterment of the physique of the rising 
generation. 

6. I should like to take this opportunity of letting the Hon'ble 
Members of the Council know on what lines we hope to proceed in the 
near future. 

(a) It will be within the recollection of all that towards the end 
of last year an educational conference was held to which representatives 
of the two Cniversities and other prominent educationists were invited. 
This conference reached general agreement on some of the controversial 
questions, the most important in my opinion being embodied in the 
following resolutions: — 

(1) “Whereas it is essential to make provision for the better 

regulation and control of secondary education in Ren gal 
this conference is of opinion that a statutory Hoard of 
secondary education should be established at an early date. 
This board should ha\e full authority to exercise such 
[lowers as should lie entrusted to it by this statute; provided 
that sufficient funds should also lie placed at the disposal of 
the Hoard, for the purpose of discharging its functions, 
and that the formation of the Hoard does not prejudicially 
affect the financial position of f'alruttu rniversity." 

(2) “This conference is of opinion that immediate steps he taken 

to make an educational survey of the Province, wdth a view 
to finding out whether any amalgamation, reduction, redis- 
tribution or addition to the number of High Schools is 
desirable, in order that the fullest benefit may lie obtained 
from the available resources. Any such agreement that 
might found desirable should be ho planned as to permit 
of the extension of educational facilities with the expansion 
of resources.” 

It is true that Government were thinking of introducing a Bill for 
the improvement of secondary education in Bengal with a statutory 
board of secondary education, but there was considerable difference of 
opinion in the Province on the question whether there should Be out* 
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or two boards. There was a section of opinion in East Bengal who 
favoured two boards and the representatives of the Dacca University 
were only prepared to accept one board in Bengal under certain condi- 
tions. 

During the course of discussions at the conference representatives of 
the Calcutta University, in their individual capacity, agreed that the 
entire control over the secondary education might be handed over to the 
Secondary Board, including the prescribing of syllabus. 

T think this is a step forward in the right direction. The Second- 
ary Board will l>e able to devote its entire time and attention to the 
improvement of secondary education in Bengal, and the present dual 
control and its necessary disadvantages will be removed and the entire 
system of education will be guided by one policy. 

The second resolution deals with an equally important question, 
it requests Government to take immediate steps for making an educa- 
tional survey of the province. The basic principle underlying this 
resolution is for the equitable distribution of high schools throughout 
the province. I have rej»eatedly told the House that one of the main 
reasons why secondary education in Bengal is getting a bad name is 
clue to the fact that, while in some areas there are too many schools, in 
others there are none. Some people have deliberately misunderstood 
the Government and have l>een giving out that the Government wants 
to restrict the facilities for secondary education nothing is further 
from the truth. Our whole aim is that every high school should be 
an economically self-contained unit, teaching the maximum number 
of students, and possessing adequate facilities, equipment and teaching 
staff. Areas that can be served with one school should not have two, 
at the same time those areas that have none should be provided with 
a decent school. The conference was of opinion that the only way to 
deal with this question was to have a survey made of the entire Pro- 
vince. We hope in the near future to take this question in right 
earnest. At the present time, of course, of economic distress and 
financial stringency, it is not possible to find money for new schemes 
but this is- just the time to get ahead with the preparation of the 
schemes so that, as soon as money is available, they can be put into 
effect without delay. With this end in view all our energies should 
be directed ami we hope we shall receive the full co-operation of the 
general public, specially as we have the full support of the representa- 
tives of the two TTni versifies. 

Public opinion on this question must be strongly focussed with us 
as the task of amalgamation and abolition of existing high schools will 
he strongly resented by interested parties, but the time has come when 
we must face facts, and drastic steps must be taken for the improve- 
ment of the system of education in Bengal. 
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Tli ere is another important aspect of this question on which we are 
tfoncentrating our attention, namely, the provision of some kind of 
vocational education at every stage so that we can divert a number of 
young men who will find it more profitable to take up either specialised 
study or some kind of ■vocation instead of going on with higher educa* 
tion. This will not only restrict the number of those who will go up 
for higher education, hut also may make employment more easy, 

(b) The problem of the education of girls and women looms larger 
every year. It is singularly unfortunate that this persistent demand 
from the other sex for more and l>etter ways of education comes at a 
time when the purse strings of Government must l>e held so tight, but 
we shall try our utmost to use our resources to the best advantage and 
to plan wisely for the future when money may not be so hard to get. 

(r) Another matter on which we propose to concentrate attention 
.il^fbat of the training of teachers of both sexes and for work nt all 
stages of education. 

It is now' generally acknowledged that this is one of the most 
important functions of Government in the sphere of education 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Wednesday. I be 
21st March 1934, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 21st March, 1934, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Ilon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray 
Chaudjit hi, kt., of Santo^h), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 102 
nominated and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Detenu Babu Satindra Nath 8en. 

*128. Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: («) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to stute whether it 
is a fact that detenu Babu Satindra Nath Sen, now in detention in 
the Campbell pore Jail (Punjab), has Wen suffering from various 
ailments for a pretty long period? 

{b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what arrangements 
have been made for his projrer treatment? 

(r) Is it a fact that Aurvedic medicines previously allowed to 
Babu Satindra Nath Sen were refused by the Superintendent of the 
Campbell pore gaol ? 

(d) Is it also a fact that the Superintendent of the said jail 
informed the relatives of Babu Satindra Nath Sen that he ‘‘could not 
object to the Aurvedic medicines if the same were sent by a well- 
known Kaviraji firm”? 

(<0 If the answer to yd) is in the affirmative, '•will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether it is not a fact that medicines 
repeatedly sent by a distinguished Aurvedic physician like Kaviraj 
Shnmadas Bachaspati were tabooed by the Jail Superintendent? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the health of detenu Babu 
Satindra Nath Sen has so much deteriorated that the Civil Surgeon 


i 
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q£ Campbellpore some* time hock wrote to the Inspector General of 
Prisons, Punjab, to have Babu Satindra Nath Sen examined by a 
specialist of Lahore? 

(g) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, has the recommenda- 
tion of the Civil Surgeon been accepted by the Inspector General of 
Prison's ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. R. N. Reid): (<D, (b), (f) and (g) Detenu Satindra Nath Sen 
has been reported to be in indifferent health for some time. As the 
Civil Surgeon, Campbellpore, could find nothing seriously wrong with 
him, a second medical opinion was obtained last N< vember from the 
Civil Surgeon of ltawalpindi. This was to the effect that the only 
positive signs of any defect were low blood pressuu* and pulse rapidity, 
that his body was suffering fr< m loss of tone owing to lack of exercise, 
and that what was necessary to improve his general health was that 
lie should take more exercise. It is understood that necessary arrange- 
ments have been made for this. 

(c), <d\ and (r) Government have no information. These are 
matters within the discretion of the Punjab Government. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: With reference to (r), (d) 
and u), .ire we to understand that Government tried to get the infor- 
mation and failed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Yes, that is the correct answer. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: U it not the business of 
the Government to try and get the information when questions are put 
i>y members of Council? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Y es, my answer was that Govern- 
ment did try to get the information and failed. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will not the Government 
try again ? 

The Hon'Me Mr. R. N. REID: That is a matter for consideration. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether it was the Punjab Government or the Gov- 
ernment of India which refused to furnish ibis information? 


The Hon’blo Mr. R. N. REID: I must ask for potice. 
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Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR J K' what way did (he 

Oovernmeiit try to get the information? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: In the usual way, Sir, in which one 
tries to get the information. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: What is that usual way? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: May I ask whether it is necessary 
to answer that question? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Perhaps you wrote to them. 

The Hon'ble Mr. R. N. REID: That is exactly the answer I wanted 
to give. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Did the Hon'ble Member 
write a letter or send a messenger to get the information? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I do not think I need answer that 
question. 


Interview with detenu Babu Satindra Nath Sen by his relatives. 

*129. Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political Department aware that the relatives of Habu 
Satindra Nath Sen, now in detention in Campbellpore Jail (Punjab), 
have not received any news from the detenu since the first we-*k of 
October last? 

(b) Is it not a fact that detenus are entitled to four interviews a 
month? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, why was the inter- 
view with his younger brother refused? 

(d) Is it a fact that Babu Satindra Nath Sen has not been permitted 
any interview with his relatives for a period of two years or more? 

(e) Is it the policy of the Government at present to withhold infor- 
mation about the members of their families from detenus? 

Tilt Hoft’Wt Mr. R. N. REID: (a) No. 

(h) A detenu may have an interview once a week, provided the 
Deputy Inspector General of Police, Intelligence Branch, Criminal 
Investigation Department, Bengal, permits it. 
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. (c) .Government" i8^n<$^r#pared to disclose the reasons for the 

letusal of interviews irith detenus. 

(d) As far as Government are aware, only one application for an 
interview with this detenu has been made during that period. 

Babu illTENORALAL BANNERJEE: With r^a.,1 to nnswm- ( <t), 
what was the fate of that application ? 


The HOfl’Me Mr. R. N. REID: I mU st ask for notice. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: How many letters is a 
detenu permitted to write during* a month ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I am not absolutely certain, hut I 
fniuk once a week. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Is it not a tael that during 
the last 5 months not a single letter has been reeeive.l from H a bu 
Satimlru Nath Sen by his relatives friends in this part of tlm 
country? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I am afraid I am not aware whether 
any letters have been received by his relatives. 


Bengali foodstuffs for detenu Satindra Nath Sen at the Cansibellpore 

Jail. 

•130. Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: («) Is the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political Department aware that Bengali foodstuffs aro 
not available at Campbellporc, Punjab? 

(h) If the answer to (<i) is in the affirmative, what arrangements 
are made for the feeding of Babu Sntindra Nath Sen now in detention 
in Cam pbell pore Jail (Punjab) P 

(c) Is it a fact that Babu Satimlru Nath Sen wrote to his relations 
in September last to arrange with some merchant for sending Bengali 
foodstuffs to him cjo the Superintendent of the jail? 

The Hon’ble Mfe R. N. REID: (a) and (b) Government have 
received no complaint about the immutability of the food supplied to 
detenus confined at the Campbellpore Jail. The second part of the 
question does not therefore arise. 

(c) Government have no information. 
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Jute merchants of Mador'ipm*. 

*131. Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER A L I : (a) la the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Police Department aware — 

(i) that on receipt of an information from the Madaripmp#r©ja 

Samiti to the effect that some jute merchants of Madaidpui 
kept and used false weights to the prejudice of unsuspecting 
cultivators selling jute to them, the Subdi visional Officer, 
Madaripur, ordered the officer in charge <f the police-station 
Matin ripur to make an inquiry into the matter in August, 
1933; 

(ii) that the said officer in charge made an inquiry and searched 

the jute godowns on 27th August, 1933, in presence of some 
gentlemen of the locality and all the weights found on 
search, with one exception only, were found to be false on 
measurement and were seized by the police; and 

(in) that the merchants whose weights were seized privately 
approached the police authorities of Madaripur, and on their 
paying a sum of Its. 1,000 to a local institution the whole 
affair was hushed up and the weights were returned to 
merchants concerned on 2nd September, 1933? 

(b) H the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, what steps, if any, 
do the Government intend taking in the matter? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. R. N. Reid): (a) (i) Yes 

(ii) The officer in charge searched some godowns but did not find anv 
false weights. Some weights were taken away by him to be tested, but 
as they were found correct they were returned. 

(m) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state upon whose information he has given the answer that 
the weights were found to be correct ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: The information was received from 
the District Officer. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Was there any allegations made to 
the authorities about n sum of Its. 1,000 being paid to hush up the 
affair? 
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nm Hon’Mt Mr. R, Hi REID: Not that I am aware of. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the IWble Member he 
pfeasecl to inquire, since the allegations were seriously made by a 
member of this Council whether such an allegation was true or 
not? 

TH« Hon’ble Mf* R. N. REID: It the hon'hle member of this 
Council gives me the authority upon which he is making the allega- 
tion, I shall be pleased to inquire into it. 


Bally Municipality. 

*132. Maulvi 8YED OSMAN HAIDER CHAUDHURI : («> Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the residents of ward 
No. 2 of the Bally Municipality submitted a petiti< n to the Secretary to 
the Department of Local Self-Government on the 16th of January , 1934, 
for the improvement of the kutcha drain passing through Jagat 
Banerji’s Line as the condition of the drain then prevailing was 
dangerous to the public health? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay a copy of the memorial on the table? 

tc) Will the Hon’ble Minister 1 m* pleased to state the steps that have 
been taken or are proposed to be taken in the matter? 


MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): ( n ) Yes; it is a 
fact. 

(h) A copy of the petition is placed on the Library table, 

(c) The petition has been forwaided to the Commissioner of the 
Burdwan Division for disposal. 


Official Assignee. 

•138. Mr. 8. M. BOSE. With reference to tin* reply to started 
question No. 5 of the Sth August, 1933, will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department 1m* pleased to state — 

(i) what further progress has been made regarding the proposal 
accepted by Government to make the Official Assignee a 
permanent Government servant on a fixecLpav; 
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(ii) wLetiier the proposals of the High Court fia^e been received 
regarding the nature of the legislation nectary for the 
purpose; 

(Hi) when the necessary legislation will be undertaken; and 

(tv) whether such legislation will be submitted to the local Council 
or to the Central Legislature? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hen’bto 
Sir Charu Chunder Chose): (i) and (ii) No further steps have been 
taken in the matter as the proposals of the High Court regarding the 
requisite legislation were only received on the, 9th March, 1934. 

(Hi) and (iv) These matters will be decided after the High Court’s 
proposals have been examined and considered by Government. 


Health of certain prisoners. 

•134. Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: («) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Jails Department be pleased to state 
(he present state of health of — 

(?) Mukul Itanjan Sen, prisoner in the Alipore Central Jail; 
(ii) Ambika Chilian Chakruvarty, a prisoner in the Midnapore 
Central Jail; and 

(Hi) Sumitra Sen, a prisoner in the Alipore Central Jail? 

(h) Are the abovonieiitioned prisoners suffering from tuberculosis? 
(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Member Ik 4 pleased to state how long earth of the said prisoners is 
suffering? 

((/) What is their present weight and weight a year back? 

(f) Are they kept in jail hospitals? If not, why not? 

(f) Is it not a fact that their conditions are causing grave anxiety? 
(,</) What is the latest medical report on their health? 

. (h) Have they been X’rayed? 

(i) If so, what is the result of the examination? 

■(;) Is it also a fact thut, in the case of prisoner Sumitra Sen, the 
infection has affected his eyes? 

(k) Are the Government considering the advisability of their 
release in view of their alarming state of health? 

(f) If the answer to (k) is in the negative, what step® do the 
Government intend taking in the matter? 
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’ MEMBER in charge of JAILS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blt 
Mr. R. N. Redd): (a)(i) Bad. 

(a) Fairly good. 

(ill) Not satisfactory. 

(b) The first and third prisoners are suffering from tuberculosis. 
The second had tuberculosis of the lungs but has shown no sign of any 
active lesion since August, 1931. 

(c) As far as is known, the first prisoner from February, 1933, and 
the 3rd prisoner from October, 1932. 


Present weight. 

11 eight d gear 
hack . 

lbs. 

lbs. 

1st prisoner 89 

... 102 

2nd prisoner 104 

... 159 

3rd prisoner 124 

133 


(e) The first and third prisoners are in the jail hospital, but not 
the second, it not being considered necessary on medical grounds. 

(/) The condition of the first prisoner only is causing unxiety. 

(g) See answer to (a) above. 

( h ) Two of them have. 

(t) The first prisoner was X* rayed twice. The first examination 
showed some consolidation, while at the second examination his lung® 
appeared to be normal. In the case of the second prisoner the skiagram 
was not good enough for a definite opinion to l>e formed. 

O') Yes. 

(*) No. 

(1) They are being given the bent available treatment. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: With reference to (c), 
will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the first prisoner 
had tuberculosis when he was first imprisoned? 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N, REID: No, Sir. He was convicted in 
June, 1930, and he was passed as fit for transfer to the Andamans in 
1932, pnd it was not until he had been in the Andamans some months 
that he was certified by the Andamans authorities to be suffering from 
tuberculosis, and on that ground he was returned to Bengal. Previous 
to that it was not known that he was suffering from tuberculosis. 
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Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: With reference to (c), 
will the Hon ’hie Member be pleased to state whether there is any 
danger of other prisoners being contaminated by the second prisoner 
not being segregated? 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I understand that he has shown no 
sign of any active lesion since August, 1931 ; he is not considered 
dangerous to other prisoners and, therefore, he is not treated as an 
actively tuberculous patient would be. 


Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Has the Hon’ble Member got his 
sputum examined to find whether there were tuberculosis bacilli in 
it? 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: That is a matter tor the jail authori- 
ties, not me. 


Malaria in Mymensingh. 

*135. Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department 
aware that malaria has been most ruiii]>unt this year in the Mymen- 
singh district, especially in the Tangail subdivision? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing separately, subdivision by subdivision, the total 
number of mortality from malaria that occurred each year during the 
last 5 years in the Mymensingh district? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state — 

(f) what steps have lieen taken by the Government in the past 
to check malaria in the aforesaid district; and 

00 what stejw do they contemplate taking in this connection in 
the future? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: (a) Yes 

(h) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) (*) In addition to the normal quinine grants of Rs. 3,020 and 
Rs. 2,625 to the district board and Civil Surgeon, respectively, a 
special grant of Rs. 2,625 and an emergency grant of Rs. 1,800 were 
given to the charitable dispensaries of the district. 
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In July, 1933, also, two sub-assistant surgeons were deputed by 
the Public Health Department for malaria duty in this district and 
were retained b\ the district lxiard until the end of September. In 
January, 1934, an assistant surgeon was sent at the request of the 
District Magistrate to investigate the cause of an outbreak of malaria 
in the Warshi union of the Tangail subdivision. 

(ii) No special steps are contemplated at present, but the assistant 
surgeon's report will l>e considered. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question X o. 135 (b), 
shoiriny subdivision hi/ subdivision the deaths from malaria in 
the distrief of M ymensinyh during years from 192S to 1933, 




| 1029 




| 1933 Up to 


| 1P2S 

i 

i 

1030 

1931 

1932 

1 Septrm- 
1 '"' r 

Sadar tubdirition — 







Rural area 

j Mfi 

r.8o 

soft 

02ft 

1.181 

1 

3,009 

Municipal area 

Nelralrona gubdirmon — 

t 

i 

- 

- 

« 

1 

Rural area 

Municipal area 

349 

314 

ft 

202 

920 

I.Jsft , 

1 l.fllft 

3* 

Jamalpur tubdiruton— 







Rural area 

1,050 

s. is:. 

3,170 

4.07H 

ft. 378 

7.9ftO 

Municipal area 

35 

37 

:*« 

71 

57 

37 

Kishornganj subdirimoH — 







Rural area 

571 

200 

171 

313 

044 

2.555 

Municipal area 

- 


1 

11 

4ft 

in 

Tangail tubdiritton— 







Rural area 

274 

1,110 

2.493 

3,724 

3,001 

3, 028 

Munlcl|>al area 

3 

8 

1 

3 

8 



Rent, mortgage and money sales in the Mymensingh district. 

•136. Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU6UFJI: Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the .Judicial Deimrtraent be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing separately, subdivision by sub- 
division of the Mymensingh district, and year by year, for the last 
three years — 

(i) the number of rent sales that took place in the various civil 
courts ; 

(ii) the number of mortgage sales; and 

(Hi) the number of money sales? 


$80 QUESTIONS. [21st Mae., 

The Hon’Me Sir CHARU CHUNDER CHOSE: (i), (it) and (m) 
* A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question Mo. 136 , showing 
the number of rent , mortgage and money sales in the civil courts 
of the district of Mymensingh for the years 1931-33. 


Name# of subdivisions. 

Number of rent 
*ale« In— 

Number of mort- 
gage sales In— 

Number of money 
sales In— 

i 

1931. 

1932. 

1933. 

1931. 

1932. 

1933. 

1931. 

1932. 

1933. 

1. Sadar 

2,511 

3,240 

3,824 

217 

202 

286 

307 

376 

501 

2. Nctrakona 

1,570 

1,812 

2,647 

91 

78 

127 

344 

338 

399 

8. Kiahoreganj* 

368 

591 

767 

05 

111 

147 

330 

407 

498 

4 . Jamalpur 

1,428 

1,051 

2,521 

80 

66 

79 

215 

185 

215 

5. Tangali 

059 

476 

097 

181 

120 

154 

400 

822 

464 


•KxrludM the figures of liajltpur munslfl, the registers and records of which were deatroyed by fire on 
25th March, m3. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Standardisation of weights. 

57. Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAXLULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department he pleased 
to state whether the District Bouid of Noukhuli moved the Government 
through the Commissioner of the Chittagong Division to frame rules 
to fix a standard of weight at Noakhali for sale and purchase of agricul- 
tural products? 

(b) If the answer to (</) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, have 
the Government taken or do they propose to take in the matter? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of framing such 
rules? If so, when? 

Tht Hon’bto Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) It is proposed to try the experiment in municipal towns first and 
model by-laws are being framed by Government in this connection in 
consultation with Commissioners of Divisions. 
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Malaria in the Faridpur distriot 


58. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: K a) AVill the Hon ’Me MiniMei 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government received a petition from the Faridpur 
District Board for an emergent supply of quinine and socialised staff 
to make investigation as to the species of mosquitoes responsible for the 
spread of a virulent type of malaria prevalent in the district?* 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, have t lie Government 
taken any steps in the matter? 

(c) If no steps have yet been taken, what do the Government pro- 
pose to do in the matter? 

((/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Faridpur Distric t Board 
intimated its desire to the Government that the District Health Office 
may get special training for anti-malarial work and inquired whether 
Government could make nn\ arrangement to give facilities for special 
studies for this purpose? 

(e) If the answer to (</) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
prepared to give any facilities in the matter? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: (a) and </#) In a 
letter, dated the Kith July, 10*1*1 1 the District Health Office! asked foi 
“the sendees of an expert malarinlogist or entomologist to study the 
situation and to report for drawing up a scheme for the eradication of 
malaria in Gopalganj subdivision.” This application was followed by 
another dated the 21st July, 1933, from the District Health Officer and 
endorsed by the Chairman of the district board asking for ‘‘the sei vices 
of two doctors for conducting malarial works in the affected villages of 
Gopalganj, Muksudhpur and Kasiani police-stations and for the supply 
of at least 50 lbs. of quinine sulphate tablets ns the situation could not 
be coped with the supply of 100 lbs. of cinchona febrifuge tablets, 
recently received from the Bengal Public* Health Department.” 

The Director of Public Health replied to the Chairman on the 27th 
July, 1933, that “as malaria had broken out simultaneously in several 
districts of Bengal, all the available malaria staff had been engaged else- 
where, and no doctor could therefore be spared for anti-malarial work 
in Faridpur district.” The Chairman of the board was, however, advised 
to mobilize the local public health staff from the healthy areas to carry 
out an intensive anti-malaria campaign in the epidemic areas. He was 
also asked to instruct his District Health Officer to arrange to send 
samples of mosquitoes caught in the affected areas to the Bengal Public 



382 


QUESTIONS. 


[21st Mas., 


Health Department Malaria Laboratory for identification. Moreover, 
on the 29th July, 1933, an emergent supply of 100 lbs. of quinine sul- 
phate tablets was made by the Director. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) The District Health Officer submitted an application for such 
training, and this was forwarded by the Chairman of the district board 
without any recommendation or remarks. 

(e) Government are prepared to nominate the District Health Officer 
for the malaria training class, if either he or the district board will 
bear the entire cost. 


Irrigation and drainage problems of Bengal. 

59. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U : (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Irrigation Department aware of the proceedings of the 
Bengal Sanitary Board at its meeting held on the loth August, 1928? 

(h) Tf so, are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
early steps — 

(/) to deal with the problem of irrigation and drainage and also with 
the problem of public health so far as the same is affected 
by irrigation drainage; 

(n) if necessary, to initiate an inquiry as to the conditions that 
now exist as regards irrigation and drainage and the policy 
that should !>c adopted to effect the solution of the problem 
by application of methods which will bring lasting benefit to 
the province, now that the Bengal Waterways Bill has been 
passed ? 

MEMBER in oharge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Alhadj Nawato Bahadur 8ir Abdelkerim Chuznavi, of Dilduar): 

(a) Yes. 

(h) (i) Certain ureas in the district of Midnapore are now being 
flushed with water from the Midnapore canal and in the districts of 
Burdwan, Hooghly and Howrah by water from the Damodar river and 
the Eden canal. Inquiries are being made with a view to flushing 
parts of Burdwan district with water from the Damodar canal, and 
flushing schemes in the INadia Divers Division are either under inquiry * 
of under preparation. A survey has also been made in the districts of 
Burdwan, Howrah and Hooghly with a view to preparing more flush- 
ing schemes in these districts, if possible. 

{it) The Act in question provides for the creation of a Waterways 
Trust us an executive agency for carrying out its objects. Till this 
Trust has been constituted it would, therefore, be premature for Gov- 
ernment to give an undertaking as to the future policy which will be 
adopted for carrying out the objects of the Act. 
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Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: With reference to 
answer (b)(ti), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it 
will be possible under the Waterways Act to devise means for flushing 
any part of the country for the purpose of irrigation and publio health? 

Tha Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
HAVI, of Dilduar: That is a matter which will lie investigated by the 
members of the board after the l maid is formed. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Is it not a fact 
that the Waterways Bill has been passed for the purpose of navigation 
as is mentioned in the preamble? 

The Hon'ble AihadJ Nawab Bahadur 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, of Dilduar: The Bill provides that the Trust will function for 
the improvement of waterways. That is true. But at the same time 
if anything is done that way in the course of improving the waterways* 
it is altogether a different matter. It is for the members of the lmnrd 
to consider a question of that sort. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Is the Hobble Member aware 
that if the members of the board were to spend funds of the board on 
any matter unconnected with navigation, they will lie liable for breach 
of trust? 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, of Dilduar: M y answer is that that again will be a matter for 
the members of the board to consider. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : Is the IWble Member aware 
that an accused is not the projmr jmrson to judge of his own conduct? 

(No reply.) 


BUDGET GRANTS FOR 193«5 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

31 — Education (Transferred). 

(The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin, who was in possession of 
the House last night, resumed his speech.) 

The Hon’blo Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Lastly, I propose to 
refer to. an important scheme for the reorganisation of the lower inspec- 
torate details of which have now been worked out and which I hope to 
see operating in the near future. 
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At present the officers of the i n speeding t brcmci of’fhe department, 
who deal directly or indirectly with primary education j*a|e subdivigional 
inspectors and sub-inspectors. The qualifications which we exact from 
recruits to both these cadres are the same — a university degree and a 
diplomu or degree in teaching. 

The work in our training colleges is, however, mainly directed 
towards the training of school teachers, and the result is that inspection 
in the sphere of primary education is done by highly qualified, well- 
paid officers, who yet have received no expert training for the import- 
ant work they are to do. 

They are, moreover, only the junior cadre in a large series of 
graded services, and they naturally look forward to promotion to higher 
scales of pay and different work — work unconnected with primary 
education. 

We are thinking of creating a body — consisting of two cadres — of 
inspecting officers, specially trained for primary work — larger in num- 
ber than the old sub-inspectorate, but drawing less pay. 

We hoj>e the result of this will Ik 1 that each man will have a more 
reasonable number of schools to deal with, and that the creation of a 
self-contained primary inspectorate will result in more efficient and 
more sympathetic work in village schools. * 


Motions fob r edition. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I beg to move that the 
demand ol Its. 11, 4 00 under the head “31 A — Education (Transferred) — 
University — Non-recurring grant to Calcutta University” be reduced 
by Hs. 3,000. 

Sir, my motion has a reference <0 this special provision for hostel 
accommodation for the depressed class students. I do not so much 
intend to have a cut in the grant as to hear the views of the Hon’ble 
Minister about it. Sir, education ought to be a great leveller, but in 
these days it seems that it is tending to create communal feelings in 
the students. In our time students belonging to different castes used 
to live in the same house — there was no hostel accommodation in those 
days — and they used to live very happily together. There were 
•separate kitchen arrangements, that is all; and in those days we found 
no difficulty in those living together. There was no question of social 
hostel accommodation for different castes. But the modern diiy 
arrangements keeping depressed class students separately would create 
a feeling of inferiority in their hearts which is not good. On the other 
hand, there should be an attempt to create friendly feeling amongst 
students so that they may work and live together, think together and 
try to be friendly with one another. In this way even the Hindu and 
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Muhammadan student* lnay TSVa in tlie same hostel, if necessary there 
may be a separate kitchen arrangement. Sir, we are thankful to the 
Education Minister for what he has done for education in his province 
in various ways, and I know that he is very sympathetically inclined. 
I hope, therefore, that in t li is direction he should make an attempt 
to see that no communal feeling is created in student communities iu 
providing* separate hostels for different castes. If anything is to he 
done for the improvement of the mode of living of the students I 
have not the least objection, but 1 do protest against the arrangements 
for separate accommodation. I do hope that this arrangement would 
be discontinued in the near future. Sir, years ago in Bhagulpore 1 
know that Hindu ami Muhammadan students used to live in the same 
house with separate kitchen arrangements. I do not know whether 
that condition prevails theie now in these days of communal feeling. 
But in my time there was no such feeling at all. This is the idea 
underlying my motion, and 1 want to see this distinction done away 
with. 1 want our .students to have no such distinction in their minds 
and to be friendly to one another. With these words I move my motion. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08A0 MOOKERJEE: Sir, I wish Mr. Chuudhuri 
had been a little more explicit as to the exact scope of his motion. 
TfiS proposal is to reduce the grant by Ks. 3,000. This grant is being 
paid to the university for the last 10 years; I think it was first given in 
1018 for the purpose of enabling the university to organise and run 
two special hostels tor the depressed classes, oi to put it more correctly, 
the educationally backward classes, as they were described in those 
daw (A voick: “Scheduled castes. No, that expression was not 
in existence in the year 1018 — it was not u»t born. So far as the two 
ho*fels are concerned, there are at present in the one 27 A ’(tmmudra 
students and in the other 24 J 0//1 students. They nre administered by 
the university out of the special grant which is lieing puid by Govern- 
ment since 1018. Sir, Mr. Chuudhuri raised the questions as to the 
desiiability of continuing such separate hostels for these students — 
his point being that it is quite possible for the university or the colleges 
themselves to provide seats for these students in the ordinary hostels. 
So far as the university is concerned, the question does not affect its 
internal organisation. The university administers this fund on behalf 
of Government. But the point is worth considering. Government us 
also the university ma.V communicate with the colleges to find out 
trbether it is possible for these students to be accommodated in the 
ortftnary hostels. If that is possible, the money thus realised may be 
diverted for providing lietter facilities for students belonging to the 
backward classes. If, however, such admission into ordinary hostels is 
not allowed, these hostels must continue. 

, l AMULYADHAN RAY: Does Babu Kishori Mohan Chau* 
dhari knowr why these hostels were started ? He ougbt to know that in 
25 
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Bengal public hostels are maintained at the cost of public revenue j 
but they do not' find any accommodation for our boys. That is the 
reason why these hostels were started and my friend should not be 
astonished that the Calcutta University which has a monopoly of 
teaching a certain class of people do not revise that policy and give us 
our due share of hostel accommodation in the Calcutta University. It 
is a disgrace on the part of Bengalees to maintain public hostels and 
messes at the cost of public revenues to which a certain section of 
students are not admitted ; and it is a pity and shame to us that there 
being only one hostel in Bengal our boys are going to be refused 
accommodation there. It is really a pity and I would ask my friend 
to change his mentality and Ins point of vision: otherwise, the mono- 
poly which they are now enjoying will be divided equally between us. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: After the explanation which 
Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee gave of the motion introduced by Babu 
Kishori Mohan Chaudliuri, it is rather astonishing that we should be 
edified with the spectable of Mr. Amulyadhau Kay getting up and 
making the speech which he has done. It was explained by Mr. Kyama- 
prosnd Mookerjee and also by Kishori Mohan Chnudhuri that the money 
is no longer necessary, because at the present day members of the 
Nanumulm and Jotji castes may be, and possibly will be, taken into 
ordinary hostels. If Mr. Kay objects to that, that is another matter 
however. If he wants Mr. Mookerjee and Kishori Babu to change not 
only their mentality but also their castes, that again is another matter, 
but I submit that as Mr. Syamaprosad and Kishori Babu do not see 
any objection to Snmnsndm students being admitted into Hindu 
hostels, I do not know why Babu Amulyadhan Kay should object to 
this motion. I, therefore, think that with the qualification stated W 
Mr. Mookerjee that the money should be diverted from the university 
hostels and spent on the educational purpose of the .V aitmsmlras and 
Joffii , I do not see any reason why Babu Amulyadhan Kay should get 
up and oppose the amendment. 

Reverend B, A. NAG* I do not think that my friend Mr. Xarendra 
Kumar Basu really understood either Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee or 
Babu Amulyadhan Kay or Babu Kishori Mohan Chamlhuri. None of 
them said that the students of the depressed classes were admitted Into 
ordinary hostels; that would be impossible even to-day, with the excep* 
tion of a few hostels only which are under the management of a cart 
section of the people. I do not know, Sir, of a single Namasudra 
student having been admitted, for instance, into the Eden Hindu Hostel. 
The Eden Hostel is a Hindu hostel and the Namasvdrtu are Hindus, 
hut still on that ground they cannot enter that hostel on the same terxn& 
and eat with caste Hindus in the same room. There are of coursp 
certain hostels where they may be admitted if they do not claim the 



1934 .} 


DEMAND FOR GR AST. 


387 


right of eating together; they must eat separately. Such a thing might, 
appear harmless to Mr. Naremlra Kumar Basil, but no self -respect ingr 
people can agree to that, for it always brings in a sense of inferiority.. 

I do not say. that the blame rests entirely with the higher caste Hindus,, 
who will not allow* the Mamasudras or other depressed classes to eat with 
them. But the blame also rests with some of the members of the 
depressed classes too. I remember a paiticulnr case. A hhumal t 
student had passed the B.Se. from one of the Christian colleges whem 
he was in the college hostel. The Principal of the college wrote to mo 
asking if I could find a place for him in a hostel, since his college 
hostels were meant for under-graduates only. All the seuts of my hostel 
were filled up, however, and I could not help the young man; but I 
told him that there was another hostel where he would Ik* easily accepted 
if I wrote to the authorities. Blit the young man replied: “There all 
castes cat together, so how can I go there?’* That was the objection 
raised by the lihumah student ! I shall be very pleased to see the efforts 
of Mr. Kisbori Mohan Chaudhuri directed first of all to the Rajshnhi 
Hostel so that Xnmaxudra students might be admitted there on equal 
terms. I would like to see Mr. Naremlra Kumar Basil’s efforts directed 
towards the admission into the ordinary hostels of Calcutta of A <nna- 
sudra students of other depressed classes. I know* that there are some 
such students in the ordinary hostels, and I have already indicated that 
it is only in Christian hostels that they are admitted on equal terms. 

I did not want to advertise that fact, being a Christian myself; but 
I would like to know where is that Hindu hostel where these students 
are admitted on equal terms. If they are admitted only on sufferance 
that is not a thing which the students of the A 'anwtndra community 
should at all relish. But 1 was going to say that if my frienda 
Mr. Mookerjee, Mr. Chnudhiiri, Mr. Basu und all the rest will direct 
their efforts to seeing that students of the scheduled castes are admitted 
into ordinary hostels along with the Hindu students of the higher 
class, then there would be a great gain not only in the matter of thi* 
three thousand mpees but as regards the whole nationalism in India. 
Why for Xanuisitdra students alone? If my friends will direct their 
attention to having hostels where Hindus, Muhammadans, Christians, 
and all may be admitted and will live together, and study together, and 
eat together, that would be a hnppv day indeed, but that day lias not 
yet come. Even in places where we expect things fur different from ' 
what they are, we regret to see that people of other castes are very 
nrtiriBoked down upon and therefore they do not like to go there. 

I think, Sir, I need not say anything more in order to oppose thin 
amendment. 

VUi Miib SARAT CHANDRA BALs I stand to oppose the motioir 
moved by my friend Babu Kisbon Mohan Chaudhuti. Neither the 
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TOovftr $or tbe supporfers of the motion are members of the depressed 
classes, arid it is therefore very difficult for them to realise the difficulties 
of the students belonging to the depressed class. In the first place there 
are social difficulties, and I know from some of my friends who live 
in Christian hostels were in trouble. The caste Hindu students do not 
want that the depressed class students should be admitted. They want 
item to be excluded from such hostels. Next Sir, in ordinary hostels 
students have to pay a high seat rent and other charges; but the 
depressed class students being generally very poor, it is not possible 
for them to pay these charges; that is why they find it convenient to 
fleck accommodation in special Government hostels where the seat rent 
is comparatively low. If these hostels are removed, the depressed class 
students, who are generally poor, will find it very difficult to prosecute 
their studies in Calcutta; so in order that they may get education in 
Calcutta, it is necessary that hostels should he maintained specially for 
depressed classes. They should be inspired with the spirit of social 
independence and must not suffer from a sense of inferiority to the other 
-castes. If they are made to feel that they are inferior to caste Hindus, 
I think they would degenerate, but if they live in separate hostels, they 
will be inspired with the spirit of independence and will in no way 
feel themselves infeiior to caste Hindus which they will feel in case 
they live with them. So I think these hostels should not be removed. 
1 oppose the motion. 


BabU JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I do not understand why 
Mr. Nag introduced so much heat and passion into his speech ; there 
was no occasion for it. It is a question rather of fact and inquiry; not 
a question of passion at all. I can inform him in the first place that, 
«o far os non-Government colleges in Calcutta are concerned, every one 
of them has a hostel attached to it. Tn none of the hostels is there any 
rule to tlie effect that students of the depressed classes cannot be admit- 
ted there; there is no rule to debar them from admission into any such 
•hostel. As regards accommodation, of course, I can understand the 
difficulty. Mr. llasu was slightly incorrect in the interpretation he 
put upon the speech of Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee. In point of fact, 
Mr. Mookerjee could not have said that there was no difficulty as regards 
'the admission of depressed class students into our hostels; so it is 
rather a question of investigating facts, and I think the college ajathojr- 
ities should first of all be consulted with a view to find out whethar 
Ihey can afford accommodation to such boys in their hostels; if they 
can, of course, there will he no difficulty. If, however, this is done 
to the detriment of self-respect of these students, then the cas^^gOpmes 
very strong for having separate hostels. So long as such 
is not completed, I think Kishori Babu’s motion is rather $gej^tibre 
and he will be well advised to withdraw it. * * 
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In point of fact the depressed classes bfa «ad I 

myself am familiar with them, having been 9tfp**foteiSWt of# hostel 
about 18 years ago, and I found considerable difficulty lit way of 
such admissions, as high caste Hindu students always objected and 
their objection was often upheld by the college authorities; so it cannot 
be denied that they have grievances. But in the course of time these* 
grievances have been mitigated and there are large sections of students 
who do not now object to the admission of the depressed class student® 
into such hostels. For instance, in the case of the Vidynsngar College,. ^ 
there would he no difficulty whatsoever. In fact, the students of tilt® 
college met together and passed a resolution to the effect that they 
would not object to the admission of depressed class <tudents; if, how-* * 
ever, no depressed class students sought admission, that is a different * 
matter altogether. But it is not a question which concerns them so 
much as it concerns the high caste Hindus. In this connection, Kir, 
may I put a pointed question to my depressed class colleague here, as 
to why they have two hostels, one for Mtnnasudras and one for ther 
Joy is y Why this self-respect among these two sections in t lie depress- 
ed class ? Why can’t they meet together and dine together nnd liver 
in a common hostel!*' Why do you not first of all remove the beam 
from your e\ es before you find fault with the mote in other people'® 
eyes? No doubt, Sir, there are difficulties everywhere, and nobody i» 
free from blame in t his matter. In conclusion, I would once again 
request Balm Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri in view of the reasonable sufp* 
gestion that has been put forward by Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee to 
withdraw his motion. 


The Hon'ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. President, Sir, I 
do not think I need say anything more after the speeches which have* 
been delivered on this motion. All I want to add is that, originally, 
these grants were given to enable the depressed classes to come to Cal- 
cutta to study in the university, and the question of funds was really 
the thing that stood in their way. As Mr. Hal has said, they found 
that the ordinary hostels were expensive and manv students could not 
afford to stay in the hostel, therefore two hostels were provided by the 
university and subsidised by Government to enable these students t® 
study in Calcutta. 


Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: In view of wlmt has been 
"•slated, I beg to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

' * 

TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to niov# » 
Butt* (he demand of Rs. 4,94,486 under the head “3JA — Education* 
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'(Tr^nflferred)— rf Uni varsity — Grants to universities — Calcutta Univer- 
sity” be reduced by Rs. 100, as a protest against the proposal to drop 
the question of university reform and amendment of the Calcutta 
University Act. 

Sir, my object in moving this motion is to draw the attention of the 
House once again to the urgent necessity of university reform, as well 
as to enter a protest against the indecision of Government so far as 
this matter is concerned. It is admitted on all hands that our univer- 
sity is in need of reform and that the Calcutta University Act, which 
is a very old piece of legislation, requires revision, but unfortunately 
Government has not yet been able to take up this question in ’right 
earnest, and has not the courage to bring in the desired legislation. In 
fact, a Hill was introduced and discussed in the Select Committee and 
.nome references were also made to the university authorities, but 
ultimately nothing came of the efforts of all these bodies and the long 
cherished reforms have been postponed for an indefinite period. On 
what lines these reforms should be earned is a very important question. 
Sir, not being experienced in the working of any other university than 
that of our own, I am not quite competent to say, so far as the purely 
academic side of the reforms are concerned, on what exact lines 
attempts should be carried on. There are many eminent educationists 
on the fl<H>r of this House who, I think, will be able to give valuable 
suggestions so far as this side of the question is concerned. I hope, 
Sir, that my esteemed friend Mr. Rahman will be able to catch your 
eye and speak on the subject and thus enlighten the House to a very 
large extent. J would only offer a few observations from a common 
sense point of view. We have seen that our university, although it 
has been turning out graduates in any number in Science, Arts and in 
Law, still is not able to impart to our young men that kind of educa- 
tion which may be useful in life after they have left the university. 
Our university may be compared to a flower and fruit garden which 
produces fruits and flowers rather than a nursery that rears the plants 
themselves. These fruits and flowers are being tin own and dumped 
on a market which is already overcrowded, with the result that there is 
no sufficient demand for these. The result is stagnation, and that stag- 
nation is producing a rottenness which is jeopardising the very health 
of the nation. What I mean to say is that unless some vocational 
♦education is imparted to our young men whereby they may become use- 
ful members of society when they enter life, our university education 
will not fulfil one of the real objects for which the universities exist. 
So far as this matter is concerned, I think not only the university 
authorities hut also Government are very much alive about it, and the 
Hon’ble Minister in his ojwming speech yesterday gave us an assurance 
that he would try to provide some sort of vocational training in all 
kinds of educational institutions so that this defect in our university 
education may, to a certain extent, he remedied. All that is vary good. 
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But my point is, when is the comprehensive reform coming? Are^wa 
to be palliated with only hopes and promises? Is anything going to l>$ 
done in the near future? 

Sir, another point of view I would like to say is that the organisa- 
tion of our university is defective, tiecause, as everyone knows, there ii 
no justification for our university being mainly u nominated body. 
Eighty per cent, of the members of the senate are nominated by Govern- 
ment and only 20 per cent, an* elected, and these 20 per cent, even aro 1 * 
elected, not on broad franchise so that there is no proper icpresentativaa 
of 4 ) interests. Therefore, if any reforms are to be carried out, this 
question has to be kept strictly in view. Secondly, from another point 
of v&w also, I must say that our university is not all representative. 
In a country like ours inhabited by different peoples professing 
different religious faiths there are bound to lie certain matters which 
are purely of a communal or sectarian nature. Such are mutters 
religious and socio-religious. So far as these things are concerned, any 
organisation formed for furthering such interests must of necessity he 
of a sectarian stamp and outsiders have no reason to muddle with these 
affairs. But as regards matters national in which every community or 
sect irrespective of its colour or creed is equally interested, it is of 
vital importance to see that any public organisations or institutions 
dealing with such matters do really represent the people as a whole, 
that the different communities or creeds are adequately and effectively 
represented on such bodies, Otherwise, there will always he a tendency 
for these national organisations degenerating into sectarian coteries 
liable by their very' nature to disregard the interests of those not repre- 
sented on them. A university like ouis should be such a national ron- 
cern— national, in the proper sense of the term. It should be such 
a body as may natuially inspire the confidence and command the respect 
of all alike. It should he of such a representative character as people 
of everv community or creed may call their own and lo\e it equally 
and draw inspiration from it in an equal degree. Sir. the question 
may be raised why a Hindu may not represent the Muslims on a body 
like the university. I do not say that a Hindu cannot in any circum- 
stances represent the Muslims. There are certain things of a purely 
general character as for instance, fixing the syllabus of studies in sub- 
jects like Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry or Botany or for the matter 
of that English Literature. In such matters it is of no concern whethef 
the man at the helm of affairs is a Hindu or a Moslem or a Jew or a 
Christian. But there are many other matters in which the interests of 
particular communities have to he particularly considered. A univer- 
sity by its very nature must provide means for the fruition and full 
expression of the highest culture and tradition of a people. Now in 
Bengal— as in every country' where Muslims live along with other com* 

Wtnitiefl the Muslims form in many respects a distinct people. One 

should not misunderstand me here. I cannot disclaim the nationality 
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t H is bound up with my birth in this beloved land of ours. I am as 
ptuch a Bengalee as any other son of Bengal. But I am something else 
"loo. As a Moslem I belong at the same time to a wider confraternity 
. a$d as such I have distinct past of my own, I have a distinct culture 
#1 my own, I have a distinct stamp on my whole being as marks me out 
from my brethren belonging to other creeds and communities. I 
naturally wish to live up to both these ideals. As a Bengalee I would 
Vjdeld to none in my desire to emulate in and uphold all that we must 
cherish as a Bengalee. At the same time my education should be such 
as may make me ail equally efficient member of the confraternity of 
Islam. My education will lie hopelessly incomplete if in its pursuit 
my distinct culture has been neglected. It is in this respect that no 
one who does not belong to my community can truly represent me on 
the university. So far as the constitution of our university is con- 
cerned, my ideal is a confederation of both Hindu and Moslem ideals, 
so to say. It must not be solely the ideal of the Hindu University of 
Benares or of the Muslim University of Aligarh, but it must be a 
happy combination of both. That many require some sacrifice here and 
some compromise there, but no sensible man will grudge that as long as 
the two distinct cultural ideals are not lost sight of. 

Again, Sir, there is another consideration which is of paramount 
importance. If our nation is not to he crippled in its growth, a strict 
eye should he kept on the educational advancement of all the sects and 
communities constituting the nation. If particular communities were 
unfortunately neglected in the past, we must of necessity for the aalte 
of our nationalism give special facilities so that they may makeup 

the lost ground as early us possible. If this is conceded, it follows 

as a matter of course that these communities should he effectively 
represented on the university to look after their special needs. For 

reasons which I do not like to discuss here, these considerations have 

been to a large extent overlooked in t lie present constitution of 
university. Reforms is, therefore, urgently called for on the m 
indicated. Sir, the difficulty which the Hon’hle Minister explained 
on the floor of this House on some previous occasion to university 
reforms is of a pecuniary character. He said that the Government 
under the present circumstances could not hold out any promise for 
providing adequate funds for carrying out any reforms that may bn 
legislated for in this Council. We said that along with the arneni* 
bient of the University Act there must be simultaneous legislation fcf 
separation of secondary education, and so far as that matter is con- 
cerned the university will be a great looser if the fee income which it 
now derives from holding the Matriculation Examination is taken away 
from it. Therefore, if a secondary board is to be established, then the 
university has to be compensated for the loss which it will incur on 
account of the loss of this fee income, which is a substantial figure, and 
we all recognise this. There has been a good deal of legislation in this 
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Council much of which till now has keen nothin# hut paper legislation. 
These Acts have not been given effect to, and we do not know wfiea 
effect will he given to them. I have no faith in paper legislation, fut 
if the University Act had been amended now even as a piece of pajer 
legislation, that would have provided some incentive to the Govern^ 
ment to provide money at the earliest opportunity. It is matter which' 
has been delayed from year to year. The reasons given do not seem 
to me to be so very strong as to induce the Government to postpone 
their responsibility in an indefinite manner. I hope the Hon'blo 
Minister would see his way that the matter may not he further 
postponed. 


Mr. A. F. RAHMAN: In supporting the amendment of Maulvi 
Tamixuddin Khan I do not wish to travel over the ground that he has 
already covered. I would like to pul forward another aspect, a more 
general aspect of the question. I hope, however, I shall not be mis- 
understood. I am not saying anything in a spirit of censure or bitter- 
ness, because I realise that the Cni versify ot Calcutta is a national 
asset. Its distinguished products have adorned the public life of 
Bengal as well as India. Its scholars have won for themselves aw 
assured position in the republic of the world’s intellect, and its motto 
“advancement of learning” is amply justified. But, Sir, some of us 
watching the changing conditions and rapid change in our ideals, a# 
also the newer conception of our duties, have wondered sometimes if 
th« university is taking, or is able to take, that share which is at once 
t!*M due and its duty in the attainment of these ideals. I suppose, in 
discussing a question of this nature, it is best to ask ourselves the 
question whether any reform of the university is necessary, and if this- 
is substantially proved, to ask ourselves the second question, in which 
direction reform should he attempted. Therefore, Sir, when I ask 
dpiyself the first question, is an \ reform indicated in the university, I 
iHfemember a famous Convocation address in which it was asked, doe# 
the University leave on its graduates that impress which is attributable 
to its own influence and which clearly distinguishes them from other 
educated men? Does our university occupy in the public mind the 
position of an independent court whose judgment on all moral and 
C intellectual issues is respec ted Wuuse it is free alike from state influ- 
-fence and political prejudices, and has the university originated or is 
' i$ in the forefront of any movement w hich makes for the elevation of 
society or the betterment of its conditions? After having applied 
these tests to the Calcutta University, I submit that the university has 
not sufficiently captured the imagination of the public in so far as it 
is not yet a guide and an influence, and it is unable to exercise and i» 
not exercising that influence in the development of the life and char- 
acter of the province which we so desire. On the other hand, it wilt 
be noticed, Sir, that though at the present moment the distinctive 
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feature i# the growing enthusiaspt for education, its progress is being 
flogged by two contradictory movements — one is a return to militant 
orthodoxy and the other, away from religion altogether. The system 
of education that we have at present, and which was expected to carry 
the ideals of university to the communities from which the students 
are recruited, have not been able to justify that hope, and if you 
notice, Sir, at the present moment there is a wide and almost unbridge- 
able gulf between the intelligentia and the ordinary mass of people. 
The present system of education, therefore, is largely out of touch 
with the lives, needs and thoughts of the people. The university 
•degree which is unfortunately new, not a real test of capacity, has only 
a marketable value, because it is a passport to Government service, 
and perhaps, Sir, unemployment which is so acute a problem in these 
days, is largely due to the extension of university education to classes 
which previously did not aspire to Government service. If what I 
have said, Sir, is reasonably accurate, it must be admitted that the 
university machinery is becoming cumbrous and obsolete and that on 
account of its territorial jurisdiction the university, which except for a 
few miles in Dacca, extends over the whole of Bengal and Assam, there- 
fore means a very large influx of students, is unable to conform to 
the traditional view that we have of a university; instead of 
becoming u corporation of scholars labouring together in comradeship 
for the diffusion of knowledge and for 1 the training of men, it has 
become a corporation of administrators having nothing directly to do 
with the training of men, but only with the examination of candidates; 
not concerned with learning except so far as learning can be tested by 
-examinations. And wbat of the student? He too has suffered. He 
lias been led to value the discipline of his training not for its own sake, 
but merely for obtaining a marketable qualification. Such 1 a system, 
therefore, is bound to have a sterilising influence, and the aims and 
essentials of a real university are being gradually obscured. In a 
university, in the proper sense of the term, students work in constatrf 
touch with their fellow-students in their own and other departments 
■of study. 1 am told, and I believe, it is true, that it is possible for 
students in many of the colleges to pass through a whole collegiate 
course without exchanging one -word with their teachers. Again, the 
university work by its nature should differ from that of secondary or 
technical or professional schools. Then, again, there must be close 
•association between under-graduate and post-graduate work. Any 
separation is injurious to both. The most distinguished teachers should 
lecture to under-graduate students, and the advantage is on the side of 
the student who comes into daily contact with men of original minds. 
But what is the actual condition of affairs in Calcutta, apart from the 
Post-graduate Department? I believe I am correct in saying that the 
University of Calcutta is really a group of administrative boards, and 
perhaps the university is suffering from its own weight and the 
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machinery is showing signs of strain. The senate, in fact, create* 
all the important bodied of the university and instead of exercising 
general supervision over them, is in practice content to be guided by 
them. The complexity and variety of work, the length and unintelli- 
gibility of the agenda papers have combined to reduce the senate to the 
position of an impotent body, and it has only to register assent to the 
proposals of its subordinate bodies. This produces not only delay and 
indecision, but it is possible that there may be a grave and insidious 
danger; the procedure is so complicated that it is difficult to follow or 
even to understand. It is possible that men on the spot and men who 
have time at their disposal tend imperceptibly to monopolise all the 
power and influence of the university, and the university falls into a 
groove which is fatal to its progress. Consider, again, the mufassal 
colleges. The university hardly exercise any supervision over them. 
I wonder if university inspectors systematically go out and supervise 
the staff, the teaching and standards of these colleges. Hy the Act of 
1904, the conditions of affiliation of these colleges were made more 
exact and more comprehensive, hut external regulations have not been 
able to effect any improvement of the university, and its contact with 
these mu fas sal colleges begins and ends with affiliation. 

Having attempted this necessarily brief review of the position, 1 
think we might ask ourselves the second question, in which direction 
reforms can be attempted? I submit, the first thing is the urgent 
necessity for reducing the immense size of the university. Jn point of 
numbers it is perhaps the largest university in the world, but just 
l>ecause a university’s business is the training of the mind, it can 
easily become too large. It has to deal with about .‘10,000 students and 
the educational control of about 1,000 schools. 1 do not think the 
machinery can wholly or satisfactorily deal with this problem. 1 am 
not competent to speak of Assam, nor do 1 think it will he relevant to 
apeak about it here, but 1 think its desire to have a separate university 
is laudable and should be encouraged. I do not see why Bengal 
should not be able to afford other universities? A reduction in the 
size of the university and in the number of its students is very clearly 
indicated. The university should he freed from the responsibility of 
doing w’ork which does not properly belong to its sphere- I mean 
school wmrk — and I was glad to hear yesterday that the Hon’hla 
Minister has the constitution of a secondary board in his contempla* 
tion. I would like to hear that legislation wil l be introduced in this 
Council very shortly for this purpose. Here also I may any in passing 
that it .was refreshing to bear from him that Government at last realise 
the waste and ineffectiveness of our educational system, and that there 
is a proposal to introduce vocational and technical courses at every 
stage of education. It is not out of place to say here that there is one 
fact that is liable to be forgotten in our craze for literary education; 
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there is the growing aversion >4u ow ancestral occupations, and there 
is a steady migration from rural into urban areas. I realise that Cal- 
cutta is the heart of the province, and, therefore, it is the natural 
centre of a university, but already there is serious segration in Calcutta, 
and the temptations and expensiveness of Calcutta must be borne in 
mind. The problem is further complicated by the rapid growth of 
women’s education which by virtue of its importance is entitled to 
priority in all schemes of expansion and can claim greater and for the 
present separate facilities. A bold and forward mu fas sal policy is 
indicated — well-selected colleges or colleges in potential university 
centres should be encouraged and developed to their fullest extent and 
mufassal colleges should be brought into more intimate contact with 
the university by granting them adequate representation on the autho- 
rities of the university. And, lastly, the governance of the university. 
Three types of organs are vital to a university — a general body con- 
sisting of representative men voicing the needs and demands of the 
university— a body stimulating, critical, but not in detail controlling. 

I would like to see the elected element increased, the great land-owning 
classes and business interests represented, the Bengal legislative 
Council represented to act ns a liaison between the Government and the 
university. Secondly, an executive Ixxly accommodating means to 
ends and interested in the provision of means and perhaps mediating 
between the wide outlook of public men and the possibly restricted con- 
ception of scholars, and, thirdly, the authoritative direction of a body 
of scholars. This is the real heart of a university. But here I am 
treading on delicate ground. As the university is constituted to-day, 
there is grave dissatisfaction in my community at the inadequacy of 
their representation and the insufficient attention that is paid to their 
needs — their culture, traditions and history. I shall probably be told 
that it would be ruinous to introduce such things in an educational 
institution, but just because the university is a university for the Muiwal- 
mans also and ought to attempt the intellectual fusion of the 
two great communities, it is just as well to ensure the co-operation of 
the Mussulmans. In a truly national institution there must be repre-^ 
sentation of classes, interests, and communities but so adjusted that no 
one community is the arbiter of another. 

• Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWDHURY: We have heard a philosophical 
and academic discourse on certain aspects of our present Calcutta Uni- 
versity. I believe that in 1858 the founders of the Calcutta University 
modelled it after the London University. At that time they did not 
foresee the great commercial and industrial expansion of this province. 
Subsequently minor changes were introduced so as to modify it from 
an examining body to a teaching body. It must, however, be admitted 
that it ia still half a century behind the Western Universities. I will 
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give you my reasons for saying: this: hi Europe, especially in the uni- 
vanities in industrial centres like Manchester, Ijceds and Glasgow, 
they have technological departments, and the university authorities 
work in close contact with commerce, trade and industry. 1 say from 
my 'personal experience of one of the universities, viz., Manchester 
University, that they control technological colleges which are part and 
parcel of the university where they train students in various branches 
of technology of industries. In Leeds they give degrees in Tanning 
and Applied Chemistry. The same tiling is done in Sheffield and 
Glasgow. I think it is high time to give up all these academical talks 
of reforming the university on communal lines or on lines which will 
bring us into the comity of nations and such other things. What we 
want is to convert this university into a sort of training ground for our 
young men to enable them to earn their bread. If you are thinking 
of getting a new Act for the University, it would he better to take note 
of the industrial area universities abroad and also of the splendid tech- 
nological facilities of these universities. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: MV. President, Sir, Mr. Rahman, who is 
thoroughly competent to sjieak about the university education, has 
given us an idea as to what an university should he like, and so 1 need 
not apeak anything about the ideals of universities. I am, however, 
anxious to draw the attention of the House to two questions which are 
just now uppermost in my mind, and they are secondary education and 
the higher education of women. 

In speaking about the secondary education, f would unhesitatingly 
say that an awkward impasse has !>een created in Ren gal on account of 
the dual control of the university and the Government over the 
secondary schools. The Ilon’hle Minister said yesterday that the 
creation of a statutory bon id of secondary education was under the 
contemplation of the Government. Sir, we have lieen hearing this for 
a long time, hut no one knows when such a hoard will actually coino 
into existence. As the Minister has not been able to give any idea of 
the possible time, it is evident that he himself has no accurate know- 
ledge of the matter. Sir, everyone knows that the University of Cal- 
cutta is not a body to give such training as may develop the minds of 
the \ ounger generation. It is more or less an examining laidy and is 
controlling the examinations of a vast number of schools which aje 
imparting secondary education. That, is exactly the point where the 
mischief begins, the university controls the examinations. All 
right, but it does not exercise anv supervision over the general educa- 
tion imparted in these schools. That is largely under the control of 
the Director of Public Instruction and so the managing committees 
and the headmasters of the secondary schools all over Bengal are 
under the dual control of the University of Calcutta and the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. This is causing a great inconvenience to the public, 
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and as the founder of a small school in my own village, I have felt the 
inconvenience repeatedly. Instances are not rare when the Government 
and the university orders are found contradictory' to one another. This 
has been going on for years and with two masters, the headmasters of 
the secondary schools in Bengal are finding themselves between the 
devil and the deep sea. This is a position which must be ended as 
soon as jKissible. 

Sir, another point to which I want to draw the attention of the 
House is that the university which controls the Matriculation Examina- 
tion and which is the sole authority to recognise a school has no 
inspectorate arrangement of its own. Whether a particular school 
started in an area is fit to receive recognition by the university has to 
be determined by the officers of the Department of Public Instruction. 
That is a handicap in more ways than one. The Hon’ble Mr. Nazim- 
uddin hinted yesterday, and I also know it to be a fact, that for some 
years past the Government were unwilling to multiply secondary 
schools. The university, however, does not think likewise and is ready 
and willing to grant affiliation to any new school found deserving. It 
will be seen, Sir, that the two agencies controlling the secondary educa- 
tion in Bengal are going in two different directions and that has of 
late been creating a very awkward situation to the people who want 
to make cheap arrangements for secondaiy education in rural areas. 
This dual control must be ended. 

Sir, there is another point and I ho[>e my friend Mr. Syamaprosad 
Mookerjee will agree with me when I mention the evil moral effect of 
it. The Calcutta University has fixed the scale of the salary that 
each teacher of a secondary school must receive and affiliation is not 
granted or renewed to a school, the accounts of which do not show 
that the scale fixed has been maintained. Tin* fact is that the scale 
is much higher than what the village schools can afford to pay, and 
in these days of unemployment scores of graduates are found icady 
to servo on lesser pay. The inevitable result is the keeping of false 
accounts. The House will probably be surprised to hear that nearly 
80 per rent, of the schools keep such false accounts and the teacher! 
in these schools sign false receipts. The moral effect of such falsi* 
transactions in educational institutions is ruinous, and the sooner the 
whole thing is mended the better. Sir, 1 think that no further time 
should be lost to amend the University Act in such a way us may 
either give the full control of the secondary education to it or take 
the secondary schools outside the jurisdiction of the university. The 
line of demarcation must be broadly and distinctly drawn. 

Then, Sir, lastly I want to draw the attention of the House to 
the question of the higher education of female students. Mr. Rah- 
man has made a passing reference to it, but all of us know how acute 
the problem is just now. The number of our girla going up for the 
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university education is being: increased by leaps and bounds year after 
year, but the number of colleges for them has remained stationary. 
Bring unable to secure seats in colleges set apart for girls, our female- 
students have of late been compelled to take admission into tkfr 
colleges of men and, being helpless, the University of Calcutta ha.* 
been compelled to give its approval to the arrangement. Sir, 1 will 
not enter into the question of the desirability or otherwise of co- 
education, but what I want to assert is that a very large numlau* of 
our girls would never have joined men’s colleges if they could find 
"seats in women’s colleges, and it is from that {mint of view that 1 
urge both the university and the Government to take up the matter 
gt once. I say “at once” because the evil effect of the existing 
arrangement will probably manifest itself in a wry short time. A 
good many things in this connection cannot be said here for obvious 
reasons, but I know that the middle (lass Bengalee Hindus who are 
giving high education to their girls are ver\ much worried o'er the 
problem. Sir, we heard some years ago that the amendment of the- 
Calcutta University Act was being thought of seriously, but the ques- 
tion has been shelved, probably on account of the economic depression. 
The Minister delivered some happy messages yesterday, and 1 hope a 
beginning will be made almost immediately bv taking up the amend- 
ment of the University Aot, and I hope that the Minister will give- 
particular attention to the points I have raised to-day. 

(The Council was then adjourned for In minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERJEE: 1 am glad to find that so 
much anxiety and enthusiasm have been displayed over this question 
of the reorganisation of the Calcutta University. It has been asked 
why legislation has not been introduced so long, and I would at the 
outset state what the attitude of the university has been so far as this 
Question is concerned. The House will remember that this matter was 
dfteussed here in connection with the budget demand last year, and it 
was {minted out in that connection that if legislation could not he 
introduced, the blame did not 1>«* with the university. The univer- 
sity, on the other hand, has been all along anxious to see that reforms 
were introduced which however could not }>e achieved without legisla- 
tion. I do not know. Sir, what exactly is the reason why nothing has 
yet been done in this direction. The observations of the university 
havfc been forwarded to the Government not in respec t of one Bill as 
mover said, but on about half-a-dossen Bills. Two were intro- 
duced in this House by Babu Surendra Nath Mullick and Jatindra Nath’ 
Basu about 12 years ugo, two introduced by Dr. Crnmatha Banerjea an<b 
Babu Manraathaaath Roy about eight years ago, one prepared by tba 
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Government themselves when the late Sir P. C. Hitter was Minister pi 
Education, and another prepared by a Special Officer of the Government 
of Bengal about five years ago. All these six Bills were forwarded to 
the university and on five of these at any rate the observations of the 
university were duly communicated to Government. On the sixth of 
these Bills we spent about 30 days in committee, of which my friend 
Elian Bahadur Azizul Ilaque was a member, and we drafted our repprt. 
This rejiort was placed before the senate, but at that time we wefp 
informed that it was decided to drop all legislation for the time beings 
I know the decision was not formally communicated to the university# 
but that was bow matters then stood. The report, together with about 
150 amendments tabled by members, was ihen referred back to the 
committee for further consideration. The rei>ort, however, duly 
reached the hands of ihe Minister, the Secretary and the Director of 
Public Instruction who are cu officio members of the senate. I trust 
this will not be advanced as the reason for the delay in introducing 
legislation. 

As regards the secondary board, the observations of the university 
are already with Government. Such oWrvations were sent on more 
than one occasion. The last draft Bill on the subject was framed in 
1929 by a 8}>eeial Officer of the Government of Bengal and the observa- 
tions of the university, which were based upon the report of a com- 
mittee, which sat for many days considering its provision, have also 
been lying with Government for the last five years. The Hon’ble 
Minister [a apparently taking notes of many remarks, and I hope he will 
no doubt take note of this tact ulso (which I shall repeat) that the 
obversations of the University on the secondary education Inmrd have 
been lying w T ith him practically since he came into office, and no action 
has yet been taken on them. 

We are glad from the university’s point of view^ that at the last 
conference held at Government House a certain agreement wras arrived 
at on the question of university reforms. We pointed out at that 
conference on behalf of the university that it was not our intention at 
all to obstruct the passage of a Secondary Education Bill. One polftt 
in that connection is as regards the income which the university "now 
derive from fees. Two-thirds of these fees are under the regulations to 
be si*mt upon post-graduate teaching. If the university are dflpnvqi 
of this income, it w r ould naturally be difficult for the university to 
carry on their administration. It is not a question of makipg .%gprofit, 
but it is a question of enabling the university to carry on their 

essential functions. This was also recognised by the Sadler Commis- 
sion. We, therefore, made it clear — and I hope some of my friejils 
here will recollect it — that it was necessary for Government tp compen- 
sate the university for the loss that the transfer of the Matriculation 
Examination to the Secondary Education Board would involve. We 



U&MAND FOR GRANT. 


401 


ttb ported out that if, however it , 

WeoMpewate the university, even then in tlT f,,r ( ^ v ^“*»ent 
iift-aWd should be set un an h "P ,mon ° f thp univer - 

J5«> better for the ellucati^, T'" 'TT' *** “ ,h "‘ * 

<h# present dual system of control to «n end " W* '«> hnng 

. dirt that if on financial grounds it w» V ' V po,nted 

W over the man^TT^hX^' tilt XlTl"' 

formulate courses of study, and deal with various other matters which 

Government” Th T"' dmded a(tpn,i,m of ,h<> university and 
Government. That was our proposition. We further made another 

Zlt t a : T* T ,h l e boar<1 whiph — K 0 in K to be created 

S^rs a„V X X, d Pnj<>yin * lur ^ »»■' ^tensive 
and authority. Bengal will never tolerate a secondary Ismrd 

which will be subject to Government control. The board must tie 
representative of academic interests and independent in character, with 
full powers to carry on its progressive policy which it must initiate, 
if reforms in the sphere of secondary education have t . lie introduced. 
Ihese are a few of the essential , stints which we made clear at the 
conference, and which I reiterate now. 

As regards the general question of the reform of university educa- 
urn it is not possible for us sitting here, in the course .,f one debate, 
o deal with a problem, so vast and so difficult, which has challenged 
1 , "ug ll l< ’ urs of distinguished educationists for years. We have 
the voluminous report ;,f the Sadie, ( ommission, devoted to the con- 
sideration of this matter, which occupied their attention for about IH 
months, resulting in the production of that monumental report which 
unfortunately has not been availed of in Bengal fo anv appreciable 
extent, for reasons into which I need not enter at this stage. In my 
opmion. Sir, the chief problem which confronts both the university anil 
the Education Department now is the entile reorganisation of the 
System of secondary education. It would he impossible for any Govern- 
ment or for any university to undertake reforms in all directions. 
Mr. Bahman rightly pointed out that there was practically only one 
university for the whole of Bengal, ami, forget not please, what the 
Jtrea of the province of Bengal is; it equals almost England and Scots' 
land taken together. I suppose that if one institution in Great Britain 
WOTenWked to simultaneously undertake reforms in all brunches of edu- 
cator— secondary, higher, and post-graduate— it would be impossible 
forthat organisation to carry those reforms into successful execution. I 
Whld, .therefore, plead with all the earnestness at my command that 
the university and Government should at once combine in laying a 
-•olid foundation for the reorganisation of secondary education. I am 
■ ^ kseepfttfc apportion blame to any particular person or body, but i|,i| 
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my duty to place before the House certain facts as to what the univer- 
sity have done in order to secure a more systematic and a sounder 
system of secondary education. In 1921, 13 years ago, the proposal 
first emanated from the university to reorganise the entire Matricula- 
tion Examination. This examination, which is the foundation of a 
university career in Bengal, does not train or equip our students with 
the necessary qualifications for the purpose of acquiring a successful 
university education, nor does it endow them with those qualities which 
are so essential for the purpose of facing the battle of life. 

One of the chief propositions contained in these proposals was that 
the vernacular must be made the medium of instruction and examine 
tion in schools, in all subjects except English, and I for one lay con- 
siderable stress on this point. 

Why has the system of education failed? One of the chief reasons 
is that in this country’ the medium of education is not our mother 
tongue but a foreign one — however l>eautiful and advanced it may he. 
A time there was when the question of medium of instruction provoked 
widespread difference. It is now, however, generally agreed that it 
is impossible to achieve the best results if training is imparted in our 
schools through a foreign tongue. If the story of the Spanish Armada 
had ended differently and Englishmen, placed under the yoke of 
foreign domination, were compelled to learn everything through a 
foreign language, they would have appreciated the difficulties through 
which we Indians have had to pass. No one suggests for a moment 
that English should be neglected in our schools. Apart from political 
considerations, English is the principal language through which we 
can make ourselves familiar with world culture. But that is no ground 
why our l»oys and girls should not receive their basic training in 
schools in subjects like History, Mathematics, Geography and Elemen- 
tary Science through their mother tongue. This alone will enable them 
to take a real, living interest in their work, so essential in the formative 
period of their educational career. 

The proposals of the university contained many other vital recom- 
mendations. The subjects were revised, the courses were remodelled, 
elementary science was included, a vocational bias was given to the 
entire course. It should not be forgotten that the Matriculation 
Examination serves two purposes. It is a passport to the university. 
It also comprises a course of general education, availed of by-. many 
who do not intend to pursue any further educational activity. The 
university, while sending its proposals, kept both these points in vie^. 
I am not suggesting that they are not capable of improvements. What 
I say is that they indicate a definite attempt on the part of the univer- 
sity to introduce reforms based on well-balanced principles of academic 
efficiency. These new regulations were first formulated more than 1% 
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jlfcrs ago, but for some reason or other they have not yet been finally 
sanctioned by Government. We received a reply from them last week. 
A conference will soon be held between the representatives of Govern- 
ment and the university, and I fervently trust as a result of their 
deliberation the new scheme will he inaugurated without any further 
delay. 

Sir, I have not much to quarrel with Mr. Rahman. Indeed, I must 
congratulate him on the fine sentiments he has expressed and the tine 
language in which he has couched his criticisms. He, however, has 
said nothing new. All that he has said is to be found in the report of 
the Sadler Commission and much also will W found in the report of 
the Punjab Cniversity Committee of which he was a member. I was, 
however, rather sorry that he did not refer to one vital need of the 
hour, to one great obstacle that has always stood in the way of reforms. 
And that is inadequacy of funds. If the educational system is to be 
radically improved, Government must spend more on education. Tt 
is no use complaining that teaching in schools and colleges is bad. 
It is bad not on account of any want of enthusiasm or good-will on 
the part of persons entrusted with its administration, but mainly 
because of the failure of Government to place at their disposal adequate 
financial assistance to which they are legitimately entitled. Education 
will never improve by merely overhauling the administrative machin- 
ery. It must, however, be frankly recognised that the present con- 
stitution of the university is hopelessly out of date. Eighty per rent. 
of the members are directly nominated b\ the Governor of Bengal. 
The Act of 1904 has served its purpose and the sooner the constitution 
ig replaced by a more reasonable, a more representative one, the better 
fqr everyone concerned. It i** indeed so much a matter of gratification 
that the university have achieved so much, notwithstanding tremendous 
odds and difficulties. The greatest achievement is the foundation of 
a teaching university which has spread the name and fame of the pio- 
vince far beyond the limits of our country. 

Both Mr. Rahman and Maulvi Tuinmiddin Khan have referred to 
the question of the representation of different communities on the 
nniversitv bodies. I know, Sir, it is a delicate question, but if the 
truth is to be told, I do not think that the Muslim community suffer* 
now from any under- represent at ion or that it has any serious cause 
for (Unaatisfaction. The Muslim community is represented on the 
senate by about 20 members out of a total of 100. The Hindus have 
about 54 seats and others have 25. I should repeat here that the 
university have nothing to do with the nominations which rest with 
the Governor of Bengal. Neither am I to be understood as grudging 
the Muhammadans a few more seats on the senate. But when a parti - 
cular oommunity complains in season and out of season that it has not 
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been given sufficient representation on the university, we are entitled 
to ask— What is the proportion of students belonging to that com. 
niunity reading in the university; what is the number of Muhammadans 
appearing at the different university examinations? The fact is that 
nearly SO per cent, of students reading in schools and colleges in Bengal 
are Hindus and only 12 per cent . are Moslems. More than 30,00(1 
Hindus appear at the university examinations and the number of 
Moslems is not even 4,500. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: That is because 
the Muslims are left to the cold shade of neglect. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR0BAD MOOKERJEE: Logic indeed! Mr. Momin, 

I find, took some time to utter these few words. Obviously he had 
to think them over very carefully. (Laughter.) None knows better 
than he that there is no substance in them. Now, Sir, this is a fact 
which must be remembered. The other fact to which I shall refer 
relates to the practical interest taken by the Muhammadans in the 
welfare of the university. A few years ago I stated that out of a total 
lienefaction of about sixty lakhs of rupees, ten or twelve thousands 
of rujwes came from the community to which Mr. Momin belongs. 
So far as tumefactions and endowments go, recent years have not 
witnessed any marked improvement. During the last four or five years 
the university have received donations worth Be. 16,00,001). 
Mr. Bahinan says that the university do not occupy that position in 
the body politic of this country, which a university ought to. Sir, 
we all want to see the foundations of the university even more deeply 
laid on the good-will and affections of our countrymen. But even 
now the university do occupy a warm corner in the hearts of the people 
of this land. How else could you explain the princely donation of 
Bui Bahadur Yihari Lai Mitru for the furtherance of Hindu female 
education? How else could you explain the generous benefaction of 
Dr. n. (7. Mookerjee, an officer of the university, an Indian Christian, 
who has endowed 2,60,000 rupees in his own alma mater. How much, 
Sir, out of 16 lakhs of rupees has been contributed by the Muham- 
madans? Bupees 600 only. I am not stating for a moment that for 
• this reason the university can ignore the legitimate interests of the 
Muhammadans. The university must be a national organisation, look- 
ing at educational problems not from the narrow outlook of any parti- 
cular community, but solely from the standpoint of national advance- 
ment and must cater to the needs of all communities and sects. My 
Muhammadan friends have, however, no cause for complaint. To them 
I would say — By all means press for your rights, but your rights must 
be broad-based on quality, on fitness, and not simply on your popular 
tion and numerical strength in the province. 
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KhM Bahadur Mauftl A2IZUL HAQUE: Ml-. President, Sir, I 
would not have taken part in this debate but for my friend Mr. Syama- 
prosad Mookerjee who has turned the tone of the debate in a" style 
which has been familiar to us for the last few days. Sir, I am really 
surprised to find that Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee, who, by the way, 
is the son of such a distinguished man as Sir Ashutosh Mookerjee who 
moulded the univeristy according 1 to noble ideals and high principles - 
it is rather sad to think that year after year Mr. Mookerjee should go 
on pursuing his favourite topic that Mussalmans have not been pro- 
minent in the matter of benefactions to the university. (Mh. Syama- 
prosad Mookerjee: “Because this has given rise to criticism.”) Sir, 
in spite of the carping criticism that has Wen levelled against the 
Mussalmans of Bengal, I submit that the Calcutta University has not 
done its duty towards the great Mussulman community . 1 myself was 

a student of that university, and I take as much pride in the Univer- 
sity of Calcutta as anyone else here. But at the same time I cannot 
ignore the fact that the university has been disregarding the needs of 
the Mussalmans all these years. Sir, when the Calcutta University 
organised the department for the study of ancient Indian history and 
culture, it forgot to organise a similar department for the study of 
Islamic history and culture. (A voice: “Certainly, and for good 
reasons.”) 


Sir, Mr. Mookerjee lias referred to 20 Muslim members cm the 

senate, but what I want to submit to him is that even these 20 members 

are so powerless that they cannot make their voice felt. These 20 

Muslim members constitute an insignificant number so far as the 

administration of the university is concerned. 1 might give an 

instance. My friend Mr. Mookerjee will perhaps remember that when 

the University Reorganisation Committee sat one of the subjects that 

was placed before it for consideration was that there should W a 

department of Islamic* studies as in the case of anc ient Indian history 

and culture. It was suggested that Islamic history and culture should 

form a part of the curriculum of the university : just like there is a 

department for ancient Indian history and culture in which Muslims 

take so much interest, so there should also be an Islamic department 

for the study of its cultural history. After all, T do not deny that 
* * • ♦ 

ancient Indian history and civilisation is not a subject which should 
not be taught at the university, but at the same time I must say that 
if the interests of the Muslims were properly looked after there should 
have been a department for Islamic studies. The University 
Reorganisation Committee accepted my recommendation, but unfor- 
tunately it was thrown overboard. The grievance of the Mussulmans is 
a legitimate one, and I think that the university should have taken note 
of it. What is the position to-day? 
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Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Chi a point of order, Sir. 
The regulation for the creation of an Islamic department has been 
passed. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: What does it refer to? 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: I might explain, Sir, that 
the regulation is in connection with the M. A. course. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE. My friend has altogether 
misunderstood me. I know it very well that a regulation has been 
passed by the university for the teaching of Islamic subjects in the 
M. A. classes, but what I mean to say is that the Islamic subjects 
are neglected in the case of other courses excepting the post-graduate 
one. If my friend would be kind enough to recall past history, he 
would find that when the late Sir Ashutosh Mookerjee initiated the 
study of ancient Indian history and culture in the university he was 
also anxious that a department for Islamic studies should he started 
under the auspices of the university. With this end in view the late 
Sir Ashutosh asked some of the lecturers and professors of the univer- 
sity as regards the syllabus and ls>oks — because there were no proper 
books a\ a liable for teaching on the subject. Sir, I have no grievance 
on that score; I have simply referred to the fact that if the Calcutta 
University has not succeeded in its endeavours, I submit that it is not 
due to any want of enthusiasm on the part of the Mussulmans or 
because the Mussulmans do not take any genuine interest in the matter. 
As regards the question of endowments and benefactions upon which 
so much stress has l>een laid by Mr. Mookerjee, I would request my 
friends here to remember that the Mussulmans of Bengal have, through 
circumstances over which they had no control, Ix'en relegated to a 
comparatively j>oor and helpless position : they have been deprived 
of all their wealth during the last century or so. I am not speaking 
this with any bitterness in my mind, but I am quite certain that nobody 
will take pride in the fact that a community which once ruled Bengal 
has come to such a pass that they have not enough funds even to 
educate their children. The Mussalmans of to-day are very poor and 
this poverty stands in the way of their giving their children a proper 
education. Sir, this is a question which might lead to controversial 
debates to-day. If the benefactions of the Mussalmans are so poor 
as compared with those of other communities it is, I have to submit, 
due to their poverty. Sir, I feel that I have misunderstood the scope 
of this motion, but what I want to point out is that steps should be 
taken at the earliest opportunity to bring about an amendment of the 
present Calcutta^ University Act as quickly as possible. 
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Sir, I am entirely at one with Mr. Syamaprosud Mookerjee that 
tie reason why the Calcutta University Acts have not been amended 
is because of the financial difficulties, but I would like that the Cal. 
cutta University should get as much money as is necessary for the 
pioper adjustment of the higher post -graduate studies, so that the 
Mussalmans should get an opporunity of pursuing this study. My 
friend says that the Calcutta University wants money from Govern- 
mont; at the same time they would stand in the way of more repre- 
sentation of Mussalmans. May I ask my friend to whom the public 
money belongs? Does it belong to a particular community or to the 
public? If my friend gets any advantage from the public money, how 
does the representation of sjtecinl interests come in? What representa- 
tion that should be and the nature of expenditure is a matter of adjust- 
ment. Surely, when public money is asked for for the university, 
then it is legitimate for the university to see that every interest is 
properly represented on it. 1 hoj>e I shall not be misunderstood. 1 
dr not think for a moment that the amendment of the Act should l>e 
such as to give inepmderant interest to the Muhammadans. I do not 
say that the Muhammadan community should have over-representation, 
but T say that this community should be projierly represented in the 
administration of the university, and it is this most distressing factor 
that has been stiessed continuously from year to year. We have made 
our j>oint clear, and we feel that the Calcutta University, though it 
has many varied interests there, yet it has not lw*en adjusted according 
to communities. We feel that time has come that all views should 
he ta ken into consideration and that this Act should he amended. I 
feel that if any money is granted in the interest of the Calcutta 
Uimeisity for its higher j>ost-giaduate studies that money should lie 
given bv Government, but that is no reason w h\ the amendment of 
the Act should he delayed. I ha\e one wold to say to Mr. K. C. Hay 
Cliowdhury who was saying that in the past the Calcutta Unriersity 
ha s acted in such a mannei as to jmv no attention at all to industrial 
education. I think Mr. K. C. Hay Chowdhury has been too busy with 
his trade unions and such things to go to the university and find out 
what has lieen done in the last 10 or l* r > years there. I would tell 
him that in the last 15 yea is the whole policy of the university has 
been to bring in the education system in such a manner that a student 
cun go to an industrial training with a sufficient amount of general 
education. If mv friend is so anxious, he might go to the Sciencb 
Section of the Calcutta University which has done very well indeed 
iu this respect in the last few years. 

Finally, I would say that the amendment of this Act should be 
earned out in a way in which all interests should be adequately repre- 
sented. 
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Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: I have been a latecomer 
an 1 not been able to listen to the earlier speeches on the subject, but I 
ha re listened to Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque, and I could not really 
gather what he was driving at. At the start I understood him to say 
th \i the head and front of the offence of the Calcutta University was 
that it does not give effect to Islamic studies. It is on that point I 
should like to make a few suggestions. In the first place, I am in a 
position to tell my friend that the Calcutta University has made some 
attempt to introduce the Islamic studies 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I never said that. I said 
“nothing tangible/' 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN CUPTA: There is an M.A. curri- 
culum which embraces practically all branches of the Islamic studies. 
It has been provided 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Nothing of the kind. 
Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN CUPTA: The M.A. curriculum 

ii( hides — 

(iioup A: The Islamic literature. 

Group B: The Anibic history. 

Group C: 

Group D : 

Group K : 

Group F : 

T out ma> not he a very ambitious course of Islamic studies about which 
I mn not in a position to say much. But I suppose at any rate it shows 
tint the Calcutta University is no longer going to ignore Islamic 
s< udies 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: That is post-graduate. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: The Islamic studies in 
the Calcutta University, especially of that character, is best taken up 
in that course. Then the question arises : Is it in the best interest of 
the Muslim community that exaggerated importance should be attach- 
ed to the Islamic studies? Arc the Muslim community in need of this 
particular culture more than anything else to-dav? Khan Bahadur 
Ai:i*ul Haque cannot have forgotten, although numerous things have 
been said here to-day about the grievances of the Islamic studies in the 
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Calcutta University, that the present position is due to the fact that in 
tie early days when the Hindus were taking up the study of English 
literature and science, the Muslims were keeping aloof, they were Inte 
in coming 1 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Whose faulty 

Df* NARESH CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA i Their own. They attach- 
ed more importance to their own culture than to model n culture and 
science. The result was that they were behind the Hindus in the race. 
Well, if to-day there has been a widespread feeling amongst the Muham- 
madans for higher education in modern culture, if to-day you divert the 
attention of those who are seeking the higher culture in a \ery large 
measure from science and modern studies to a course of Islamic studies, 
it may he doubtful whether you would he really satisfying the needs of 
the Muslim community and whether it would not bo putting back their 
progress further. There is another thing: these studies which have 
l*een spoken of, for which the Muslim umler-graduatos seem to he 
thirsty so much, that have been adopted in the course of the Dacca 
University for several years past, is it not a fact that these studies in 
the Dacca University are not very encouraging ? The number of 
students who flock to that university is overwhelmingly large. Sir. an 
index of what the general feeling of many Muslim under-graduates is, 
that the question is whether there was any further necessity for multi- 
plying institutions for giving an under-graduate course in Islamic 
studies when you have a department of these studies in Dacca which 
is not fully manned. There, Sir, if the head and front of the offence 
of the Calcutta University to the Muslim community were its neglect 
of Islamic studies, there are at any rate cogent reasons which might 
he advanced for it. The extent of the Islamic study course in Dacca, 
which is not very far from here, where students desiring to study 
the Islamic studies could go, and the absence of enthusiasm amongst 
the Muslim under-graduates to take that course there, would ho 
sufficient justification for caution in the matter. Sir, I am surprised 
that Khan Bahadur Aziztil llaqtie has made it a complaint that the 
Sadler Commission’s recommendations should have been ignored in 
the Calcutta University, of all places the University for which the 
Commissioner was appointed. This is, I admit, a most regrettable 
fact. But I suppose Khan Bahadur Azizul llaque has thoroughly 
studied the recommendations of the Sadler Commission and has made 
some attempt to assess the financial consequence of the reform 
suggested by this Commission. Well, it is well known that the 
financial circumstances have been one of the most cogent considerations 
which has prevented the Sadler Commission’s recommendation being 
carried. But apart from that, the Khan Bahadur lias acknowledged 
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that the Calcutta University has made some progress and some W the 
recommendations of the Sadler Commission, so fa| as the Calcutta 
University could give effect to them, have been adopted of "adapted. 
Well, Sir, that being the position, it is difficult to appreciate why 
there should In* this spread of antagonism to the Calcutta University 
displayed by some of the speakers here. (Question.) 

So far as the purpose of the motion is concerned, asking for the early 
amendment of the Calcutta University Act, there cannot be two 
opinions that the Calcutta University Act has to be amended; but the 
amendment of the Act is a fit proposition and should not be taken iu 
hand unless the Government and the university are prepared to put the 
Bill. It will not do to bring an amendment now for the purpose of 
carrying out small reforms here and there and leaving greater problems 
unsolved. It is only when you can find resources for carrying out the 
reform which ought to he made that the Government would be justified 
in taking up the work and taking it up in the spirit of thoroughness. 
With regard to t hut I must sa\ that I speak as an outsider. I have not 
that amount of inside information that Mr. Mookerjee or Khun Bahadur 
Amu] Haque has, and 1 am not in a position to say what has been the 
position of the university or the Government in regard to 
this matter. I am a stranger to the Calcutta University. (A 
VOICK : “Why?”) Because I am. Well I think I might formulate 
a catalogue of giievances much longer than that of my friend Maulvi 
Tamiztuldin Khan. Well, if 1 choice, I might also trunsfonu this 
grievance into a grievance of my community or my locality, but I have 
no desire to do this. I recognise from the outside that the Calcutta 

Univc’sity, in spite of its great difficulties, in spite of its oh\ious 

dificiencies, is bidding its own ami is helping everybody to go ahead. 

With regard to one matter which has created a certain amount of 
feeling by the reference made by Mr. Syaniaprosad Mookerjee to the 
benefaction by the Hindus and Christians to the Calcutta University as 
distinguished from the Muhammadan community ; I must say that per- 
haps Mr. Mookerjee did not relate that reference in the spirit in which 
it has been taken. In any way, tin* absence of benefaction is not a 
reason why the Muslim should be neglected, if at all Muslims were 

neglected in the Calcutta University. Some of them may feel that this 

lack of contribution to its funds will be no answer to their complaint. 
The whole question is rather being wholly neglected. I submit that no 
strong case has Wen mode out by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque 
and so far as the grievances that I have heard are concerned, I can 
formulate a catalogue of grievances of my own just as long as his. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: I am afraid I can- 
not allow the criticisms which have been made by my friend Mr. Syama- 
prosad Mookerjee against the complaint of inadequate representation 
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of* Mnssalmans made by my friends Maulvi Tumizuddin Khan und 
Mr. Rahman go*imehallenged. He has put forward two criticisms, 
namely, that the Mussulmans have not made the same amount or any 
amount of contribution in money to the university and also that the 
number of students in the university belonging to that community is so 
small that the representation of 'JO per rent, which they are getting at 
the present moment is not inadequate. These are not new criticisms so 
far as politics are concerned, because we have heard the same arguments 
trotted out before against communal representation in the futuie 
reforms. I was very much surprised that my friend Mr. Xyamnprosad 
Mookerjee should bring in these arguments now, and in the sphere of 
education which of all things should not he considered on the basis of 
pounds, shillings and pence. I admit that the Mussulmans are pom. 
tbat individually they have not made that contribution to the univer- 
sity funds as has been made by the members of (lie sister community, 
but T would like my friend to remember that the university is support- 
ed at least partly by public revenues towards which the Mussulmans of 
tin's province contribute to the extent of more than 85 per nut. He 
and Dr. Nnresh ('liandra Sen Gupta have said the Mussulmans did not 
take to English education as early as the Hindus and as they do not 
supply any considerable proportion of the students, they cannot claim 
a greater representation. I would remind my friend again that the 
Mnssalmans were never averse to education in its broader sense*. Per- 
haps the Mussulmans of Bengal, as a muttei of fact, the Mussulmans 
of India, were much more* educated than any e>ther community before* 
the advent e>f the British in this country. The reason why they diel 
not take to English eelucation a** easih and as quickly as the* others is 
well know’ll to everybody. Of course, they aie to blame for their want 
of political foresight, but at the same time T want to state here* definitely 
that there are other factois which led to this neglect e>n their part. 
When the universitv was created, llie\ el id ne>t cater for their needs, 
and the Mussulmans held theinsehes aloof fmm the* education imparted 
in this university, because the education imparted there was wholly 
unacceptable to them. No attempt was made by Government which 
was entirely under the leading strings of the Hindus at that time to pro- 
vide for an education which would have been acceptable to the Mussul- 
mans. They did not care to see that the educational system which wai 
provided was not at all palatable to the Mussulmans, and since the 
Mnssalmans were not represented in the university, they could 
not mend matter's and had to stand aloof. Even now the 
representation that they have got there does not give them sufficient 
weight to procure the requirements of the Mussulman students. 
It is not fair to say that the Mussalman community as a whole are tardy 
it their generosity towards educational needs of the provinre. Look 
at the big endowments, look at the many t rakfn which are all made in 
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the interests of education. The Mohsin Fund is a monument to show 
that the Mussalmans did not neglect the educational noeds of tl^ir com- 
munity. Therefore, if the university did not care to provide for a 
system of education which the Mussalmans wanted, it is not thp Mussal- 
mans that are to he blamed for not taking to English education,. Now 
that the Mussalmans have shown a great enthusiasm for English educa- 
tion and their interests have been aroused, there is no reason why they 
should not get proper representation in the administration of the uni- 
versity. As a matter of fact, because the Mussalmans are backward 
and there are other backward communities in Bengal, it is all the more 
necessary that they should be properly represented in the university to 
push forward the educational needs of their communities. The Hindus 
have already got their advantageous position, but they should not mono- 
polise it. Apart from my criticisms on these two points, I am in entirfe 
agreement with my friend Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee. 1 think the 
Government is certainly to blame for the tardiness which it has evinced 
in this matter of university legislation. The mills of Government move 
very slowly; they grind, but they do not produce anything at all. 
Maulvi Tnmizuddin Khan, by bringing forward this motion, wants to 
get a definite reply from Government to the effect that they are going 
to take action in the matter and not that it is under their consideration 
or is being considered. It is time that the reforms in this direction 
should be brought into existence without delay. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: My friend Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen 
Gupta, a very distinguished graduate of the Calcutta Fniversity, said 
that he was a stranger to the university, and I think I am stranger to 
higher education itself, because I neither can claim to be a distinguished 
graduate nor to have any knowledge in the administration of the 
university, and I think it would be sheer impertinence on my part to 
intervene in this academic discussion, but as a man in the street has 
his say, so I too have my say. I have heard with interest and pleasure 
the remarkable speech of my friend Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee. 
In fact it is, and I for myself consider it an annual treat which this 
Council has every year when there is a debate on the university ques- 
tion. As regards the few remarks which fell from him as side remarks 
about the Mussalmans, they have l>een completely, fully and adequafely 
replied to by Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin, and 1 will not go into 
them. But I am at a loss to understand on what issue the Council is 
going to decide, because the question as placed in the motion is the 
neglect of Government in not bringing in a legislation. Therein 
Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee and Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin stand 
on the same side and so do I. The university does require reform and, 
therefore, if that is the issue, I think we should carry that motion 
hands down. But other questions have been raised, and there is 
unanimity of opinion that our secondary education is defective for 
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wfiich the university is not wholly responsible. The question is that 
the university cannot prosper and cannot advance education, unless the 
Secondary schools which are the feeders of the university are properly 
conducfed. I believe it is far l>ctter to have a numerically smaller 
number of graduates if we can produce an intellectually superior kind 
of men. There are some people who take pride in the fact that the 
university has produced so many graduates or that the secondary schools 
have so many students, but what I think best is that the students 
should be so trained that the very best of them should go to the 
university and the rest enter life, hut that has not been done. 1 may 
be, permitted to say that the students who pass the Matriculation 
Examination are, as at present, controlled by the university and b.V 
the public schools, not very satisfactory materials either for the 
University classes or for actual life. Therefore, although this in not the 
issue at the present moment, I hope and trust that (Government will tuke 
early steps to see that secondary education is improved. Then the ques- 
tion of funds comes in. In the first place, I join hands with 
Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee that more money should he spent on educa- 
tion and in the right direction than is done at the present moment. 
Secondly, I would add, and so far as 1 am concerned I speak like a 
layman, that if your funds are small, then cut your coat according to 
your cloth: have a limited number of students and give them better 
education. I would suggest that if you cannot provide funds for all 
of them, the number of secondary schools he reduced and better educa- 
tion imparted. At the present moment we find that your teachers of 
secondary schools do not get a living wage, not to speak of a comfortable 
living. So I think your grant-in-aid schools should he such that they 
should pay their teachers adequately. Only the other day f was told 
by a teacher that those who take up service under the Education 
Department are those who have not been able to enter any other depart- 
ment. If people can get any uppointment elsewhere, none will come 
to the educational line, because of the small pay offered in this line. 
What is more, I wish to draw the attention of (Government to the fact 
that in our schools every teacher in order to make both ends meet 
has to undertake private tuition. They spend in this way half their 
energy in the morning before they come to school. As regards private 
tuition I do not consider it to he very advantageous to the promotion 
of education. Secondly, so far as I know, although I know very little, 
students are made to read in school with a view only to passing the 
annual examination or the Matriculation Examination. Passing of 
examinations has become their ideal. Stress is laid only on the failure or 
the success in examination, but not on the imparting of real education. 
It is far better to abolish these examinations rather than make the 
students pass them and commit certain passages from their text-book* 
to memory. With these words I support the motion which has received 
almost unanimous support from the House. t 
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The Hofl’hte Mr. KHWA4A NAZIMUDDIN: At tl very outset I 
would like to congratulate Mr. Rahman on the very clear and states- 
manlike exposition of this problem. He broke new f ground and gave 
an acamedie trend to the discussion, but unfortunately very soon we 
got back to the old track. Before I deal with the various criticisms 
that have been levelled against Government for not taking any definite 
step as regards legislation for the reform of the University’s constitu- 
tion, 1 would like to lay stress on one fact, and that is, whether there 
was justification or not on the part of Government in not taking this 
attitude. Mr. Syainaprosad Mookerjee said that this question was 
discussed last year: it is a very minor correction, but I would like to 
remind him that this question has been discussed here every year during 
the budget sessions for the last four years, and I have clearly explained#* 
all along why so long Government have not taken up this questiofi. 
Sir, the best justification therefor is Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee’s own 
speech itself. He drew the attention of the House to the vast area of 
this province, to the large number of schools in this province, namely, 
something like 1,200 schools and 500,000 students, but with only one 
university to control all these. Sir, the first essential for legislation 
with regard to the University of Calcutta is to take away from the 
university the very heavy burden of looking after secondary education. 

I have all along told the House that it is no use coming forward with 
legislation for the reform of the university's constitution, unless we are 
in a position to make some satisfactory arrangement regarding the con- 
trol of secondary education, and any satisfactory arrangement for the 
control of secondary education rests entirely on the question of finance. 
As the House knows very well, in our financial j>osition it was impos- 
sible for Government to undertake legislation when they could not be 
in a position to make a satisfactory settlement of the financial question. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Why did you then pass the 
Rural Primary Education Act? 

The Hftft’felt Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, when the Rural 
Primary Education Act was passed, Government did not expect that 
the economic* condition of the country would be so bad. There was no 
reason to think that for four years continuously, after the passing of 
the Act the ecouomic depression would continue, making it impossible 
for Government to impose the cess under that Act. But at the present 
time when the Government are having continuous deficit budgets, it is 
impossible to provide a sum of H or 2 lakhs of extra money, which will 
be necessary to compensate the university if the control of secondary 
education were to be taken away from them. I, therefore, think that 
there was every justification for the delay. Government have always 
felt the necessity of reforming the constitution of the Calcutta 
University, and that is why they appointed a Special Officer to draft 
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a Bill. That%ill was not Government’s Bill; it was drafted by the 
Special Officer and sent to the university for their opinion. I do not 
think it is any use, however, going back to the history of that. I see 
Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee is smiling; perhaps lie thinks that we are 
unable to explain the position satisfactorily in this connection. It was 
the delay on the part of the University, Sir, that prevented the Govern- 
ment from bringing in a Bill earlier. 

8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: What alnmt the five other 
Bills brought before that Y 


The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Those five other Bills 
We patched-up Bills and not comprehensive Bills. They did not 
tackle the constitution of the university as a whole. They dealt with 
particular aspects of it, and that was the chief reason why Government 
opposed them and undertook to bring in a Bill of their own. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: On a point of order, Sir. 
Cali we not insist on the Hon’ble Minister sticking to one point Y The 
retfcon why the University Bill could not be introduced is given by him 
as the reason why the Secondary Bill also could not he introduced. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is not a point of order. It is mere inter- 
ruption. I think the Hou’hle Minister should he allowed to develop 
his argument in his own way. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I am trying to 
explain the position, Sir. Before Government came to the final deci- 
sion to drop the university legislation, delay took place on the part of 
the university in submitting their recommendation on the draft Bill. 
Let me make that point clear to the House. The facts are as follows; 
Dr. Jenkins’ Bill was sent to the university for their opinion and the 
university took a very long time in submitting their opinion. If the 
university had sent their opinion earlier, I think the position would be 
quite different and Government might have been able to undertake 
legislation at the time; but, later on, when I assumed responsibility for 
the Education Department, I found that it was no use going on wit If 
the reform of the university unless and until we found ourselves in a 
position to take up the reform of secondary’ education. So we dropped 
the idea, but we did not inform the university officially that we had 
done so. It may have been that in the course of discussion in this 
House that I gave out the idea 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: No, you wrote a demi-official 
letter to the university. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have my doubts 
but I won’t contradict Mr. Mookerjee; but I think that the point is 
altogether beside the issue. The point, as I have explained before, is 
that of tackling the question *of secondary education. On this I would 
just digress for a minute. Mr. Mookerjee has suggested that one chief 
reason why the standard of secondary education is poor in this province 
is because the medium of instruction is English. I am afraid, that is 
a very poor argument, if I may say so. In all other provinces in India 
the medium of instruction is English, and there is no reason why our 
standard of education should be inferior to that of other provinces. 

Mr, 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE* Has there not been an 
agitation in all the other provinces to change the medium of instruc- 
tion P 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes I know that, but 
nowhere has the vernacular been yet adopted as the medium of instruc- 
tion. ^ 

Sir, I have always held, and I want again to repeat in this House, 
that one of the chief reasons why our standard of education is goaag 
down, is the multiplication of educational institutions in areas where 
there are already such educational institutions in existence (Cries of : 
'‘No, no.”) and I want to correct the misunderstanding that is created 
in the minds of the people by statements publicly made on the subject 
of the reduction of schools. A typical example of that is contained in 
the statement made by Mr. P. N. Guha to-day when he said that 
Government was opposed to the multiplication of schools. That is not 
correct, Sir. Government is not opposed to the establishment of 
schools in areas where there are none, but Government is certainly 
opposed to the establishment of schools in areas where a sc hool already 
exists, but iu ureas where one or two schools can serve the purpose, if 
in those areas a third or fourth school is established, Government will 
certainly be opposed to it and no better argument can be furnished in 
this regard than what Mr. P. N. Guha has himself given, though I do 
not agree with his statement that SO per cent, of the schools in this pro- 
vince make faked statements for the purpose of complying with the 
rules of the university. I admit that 80 per cent, is certainly not the 
* correct figure, but there must be a certain number of schools which are 
compelled to do so by necessity, and what are the reasons, SirP The 
reasons are that the Government of Bengal is not in a position to make 
adequate grants to the 1,200 schools in Bengal and the majority of 
these 1,200 schools have not got an adequate number of students, which 
will make them self-supporting institutions. The average number of 
students in these schools is something like 150 to 200, and I think in 
some -cases less than that, and to run such a school is not an economic 
proposition. 
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' Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: As a matter of fac t, tan 

any secondary school be at all self-supporting? 


The Hovt’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, with 400 to 500 

students in each school, we can materially reduce the number of 
secondary schools and with advantage, and if Government can be in a 
position, either now or in the immediate future, to give adequate grants 
to the majority of such fchools. I, therefore, hold that public opinion 
must be created in favour of the survey and the acceptance of the 
recommendation of either the Government or of the committee that will 
come into being as a result of the survey that will he made. That is 
a fundamental thing, Sir, and I may repeat as I have always said that 
on this question public opinion should be created. If we want our 
education to be improved, it is necesvsary that unnecessary schools should 
either be amalgamated or abolished. 

* *§Stt, in my opening speech I referred to the (’on f creme that was 
held at Government House, and I am very glad to inform the House 
that Government consider the results of the Conference to 1 m* very 
satisfactory ; and I think that the results encourage Government to 
examine the question of legislation on both these subjects, nz., 
secondary education and university education; but at the same time 1 
must inform you that a great deal will depend u]mn the result* of the 
survey. (A voice: “When will the surve\ part\ he funned ?“) I 
think the House will agree with me and ague also with what Dr. Sen 
Gupta said, viz., that it is no use having a piecemeal legislation for 
university education. We cannot improve *be standard of education 
by merely reorganising the constitution of the university. It must bo 
from the bottom, and there must he a eomprehensive scheme: reform 
should be based on a eomprehensive scheme, taking even stage of 
education into consideration; it will not do to reform the top, leaving 
the lower portion in a diseased condition We must have reform 
from the bottom to the top — and the whole scheme of reforms must 
be there— and with that end in view the Education Department is 
taking up the question— not only as regards primary education, but 
aiao as regards middle English schools, high English schools, and the 
university. And I think it will be possible iu the very near future to 
come up with definite proposals before this House. 

Before I sit down. Sir, I should like to make just a few remarks 
about the statement made by Mr. Syaraaprosad Mookerjee. He 
accused us of taking a year before replying to a letter from the univer- 
sity on the Matriculation Regulations. I am speaking from memory, 
but I am positive that the university took two years to send in their 
proposals with regard to the Matriculation Regulations. 

*7 
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Sir, Mr. K. C. Ray Chowdhury jlrit t*>ld us as to how the Calcutta 
University should be reformed. I am sure no one in Bengal, or anyone 
in this House, can tolerate the idea that the Calcutta University should 
be converted into a technical institute. The whole idea is absurd, if 
I may say so. Can anyone imagine Cambridge and Oxford being con- 
verted into technical institutes? There may be a very good justifica- 
tion for having technological institutes in Bengal, but to convert the 
Calcutta University, one of the two universities in Bengal for impart- 
ing higher education, into a technical institute is, I am afraid, a veiy 
bold idea and a preposterous suggestion. 

Sir, the question of girls’ education has also been brought in by 
Mr. 'Rahman. I may inform the House that we are having a separate 
Conference as regards girls’ education comprising the representatives 
of the f'uirer sex, and also of the two universities, to discuss how we 
should proceed. We nre also contemplating an Advisory Board of 
Women to advise us on the question of girls’ education. I attach to 
this question u very great imjxirtance, because there is, at the present 
time, a growing demand in the province for the education of girls, 
and I feel that this is the time when we should frame a policy which 
will direct the education of girls on the right lines, so tha’t we may 
not make the same mistakes as we have done in the case of hoys. 
Government is fully alive to the seriousness of the situation, and we 
propose tb tackle this question in all seriousness. I do not think it 
is necessary for me to go into the communal question that has been 
raised. The discussions of the members of the Council will be at the 
disposal of the Government at the time when Government bring in a 
comprehensive scheme of legislation, and when the opinion of the 
Couneil will lx* taken. I hope that in view of what 1 have said the 
bon ’hie memlx*r will see his way to withdraw his motion, and I think 
that he will realise that this is a very serious question and that nothing 
should be done without mature consideration. 


Mudvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: As the Government is not disused 
to accept my suggestions, I beg leave to withdraw my motion with 
the permission of the House. 

The motion was then bv leave of the House withdrawn. 

* » 

Mnuivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN” Mr. President, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 5,31,000 under the head “31 A — Education 
(Transferred) — University — Grants to universities” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 in order to draw attention to the neglect shown to primary 
education university education. 

Sir, my object, is, as I have stated, to draw attention to the neglect 
.of primary education vit-d-vi* university education. I must, first of 
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*11, clear up a possible ii>isun<le#stan<liu;r. X similar motion was moved 
last year by Mr. Dain. It was not exactly similar, but it was couched 
on similar lines to a large extent. His motion was that university 
education should, be slowed down until primary education advanced 
further, but my motion should not be understood to be one like that. 

I do not say that university education should be slowed down at all : 
on the other hand, the last motion we have discussed shows a desire 
on the part of this House that, if possible, university education also 
should be further accelerated. But there is no denying 1 the fact that 
in comparison with university education our Government 1ms done 
very little for the real needs of primary education. Mr. Dain referred 
to another important province of India in this reaped, and said that 
so far as the province of Bombay was concerned it did much more than 
what Bengal had done for primary education. For example, we spend 
about Rs. 70 lakhs for primary education, whereas Bombay spends 
about Rs. 166 lakhs. That shows the utter neglect which our Govern- 
ment has been showing to the needs of primary education in this 
province. The Reverend Mr. Nag will, perhaps, come forward to 
pay compliments to the Bengal Government as he did last year, on 
account of the fact that, even with this 70 lnkhs of rupees, the Bengal 
Government has been able to maintain a larger number <f primary 
schools and also educate a larger number of students than Bombay. 
Sir, that may he a matter for congratulation on the score of the effi- 
ciency and evident parsimoniousness on the part of the Bengal Govern- 
ment, but, surely, we cannot congratulate the Bengal Government on 
its large-heartedness, so far ns primary education is concerned. On 
the other hand, I should rather sav that the Government of Bengal 
has been culpably negligent about the needs of primary education. 
The Primary Education Act has been pussed as we all know ; hut it has 
not yet been found possible to give effect to it. The reason is that 
Government does not consider the j /resent time to be opportune for 
imposing the cess for introducing free and compulsory primary educa- 
tion : no doubt, times are bad, and the j/eople who have to pay this cess 
are on the verge of starvation. Therefore, one naturally thinks that this 
is not the proper time to put into operation the Primary Education Act, 
but may I ask the Government to explain whv in other respect* the im- 
position of additional burden on the people is not also considered mop- 
portnue? For example, so far as the khm mahah are concerned .Govern- 
ment has thought it fit to increase the rent* m the khas mams to a 
large extent, in spite of the economic distress. Here, I must con- 
gratulate the zaminSars of this province on the good sense they are 
showing in not attempting to enhance the rents of their tenants under 
present conditions. Again, in other directions also, so far as the 
realisation of dues are concerned, we find that private money-lenders 
seem to be considerate nowadays: in many cases they are prepared to 
forego their claim for interest and be satisfied with the realisation of 
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the principal alone. But people all over Bengal who are indebted to 
the co-operative societies know very well of the harassment they are 
undergoing under the present conditions on account of the pressure that 
is put uj>on them for the realisation of the dues. I do not mean that 
the dues should not be realised. But here Government consider that 
the time is not opportune yet that, money must be exacted from 
the people. Similarly, when the question is to fight the terrorist move- 
ment, there is no dearth of money. Money has been found whenever 
Government considered necessary. The fact is that Government do not 
attach the same importance in the case of primary education, as it 
does in so many other matters. 

(The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

MlUlvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I was referring to various 
kinds of taxations that the j>eople are being subjected to even in spite 
of their economic distress, but the needs of primary education are not 
being properly looked after. Sir, it is a matter of such great concern 
and it is a matter of such vital importance to the growth of the nation 
that 1 think the nation is prepared to undeigo some sacrifice even 
under these hard conditions. I was referring to the expenditure on 
the terrorist movement. In that connection 1 can also refer to the 
punitive taxes that are imposed in certain parts of the province. 
Government, of course, were compelled to impose this tax, but the 
people all the same are paying it, though they have to j>ay it even 
under great distress on account of the economic condition, 
lhe fact remains that if people are subjected to some tax imposed by 
the Government, the people have to pay that. I would like to say. 
Sir, that so far as the education cess is concerned, it is the least 
objectionable kind of cess that can be imposed on the people, because 
it is of a remunerative kind, since primary education really increases 
the tax-paying capacity of the people us it increases their efficiency 
and increases the earning capacity of the people. Therefore, Sir, the 
people are naturally more prepared to pay the education tax than any 
other tax. I think on mature consideration that even we should accept 
the levsser evil of being compelled to pay the education cesg rather 
than go without primary education for an indefinite time. The Gov- 
ernment is waiting for better times to come. Sir, I do not know 
myself when such time will be coming. I for myself am afraid that 
the depression will continue for long years to come and if the Primary 
Education Act it *kot enforced till better times arrive, I think Govern- 
ment will be showing a culpable negligence to the primary necessity 
of the people in this country. Sir, university education is necessary. 
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but after all it is more or less in the nature of a luxury. I do not 
know what the Hon’ble Minister will think of a person who has no 
money to purchase the necessaries of life hut at the same time indulges 
in luxury. So far as university education is concerned, it is also a 
necessity with us to a certain extent. But is more a necessity of the 
Government than of the peopjp, because our secondary schools and 
colleges provide the Government with the necessary staff that they 
require for carrying on the administration. If the Government at all 
thinks it necessary to introduce free and compulsory primary educa- 
tion in this country, hut must wait till better times come, then Govern- 
ment should think of other sources of money than the education cess. 
They must explore other sources of income. What about the Ra. 167 
lakhs which we are going to get this year from the jute export duty? 
Cannot this money, or a large ] tort ion of this money, lie set apart for 
primary education? But the Government is not going to do that. 
Government must make up its mind. If the cess is not going to 1)© 
imposed, we want to know from when* the Government, experts to get 
money enough to enforce the Primary Education Act. We must huve 
that and must have that soon. We know we are getting reforms from 
which great things are being expected hv a large section of the com- 
munity, and if that is going to he at all successful, Government should 
think of some measure whereby they will he able to introduce free 
and compulsory primary education in the country. The feeling in the 
province is very keen about it, but Government has Ijeeri treating thin 
in a shilly-shallying manner for the last three years. Sir, I think the 
future progress of this province will be nipped in the bud if free and 
compulsory primary education is not introduced in the near future. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: May 1 draw >our attention, 
Sir, to my motion No. 489. May 1 move it now along with Maulvi 
Tamizuddin Khan’s motion, because it deals with the same question — 
primary education? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We will deal with motion No. 489 separately. 
The discussion may precede 469 or Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan’s motion. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I l>eg to support the inotiob 
moved by Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan. So far as primary education is 
concerned, it is a matter of primary importance, especially in view 
of the new constitution to which a large part of the country is looking 
forward. I submit, Sir, that having regard to the fact that under 
the new constitution you are going to have an electorate o# several 
millions, it is absolutely necessary that the Government, if dot the 
present Government, at least the future Government, should like tp 
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xe a policy of educating their masses. It may be the policy of the 
psent Government to keep the masses as much in the dark as pos- 
,Ie, but then that will have a fatal consequence so far as the country 
concerned, if the new constitution is to satisfactorily function. Sir, 
the hon'ble members might have seen from the budget, out of a 
tal budget of Its. 1,16,71,000 under “Education ( Transferred ),” 
imary education comes in only for about Rs. 26 lakhs, that is to 
c, very much less than one-fourth of the total grant, that is to 
v', for the education of the masses, the education of more than 98 
99 per rent, of the population, Government proposes to spend the 
ineely proportion of less than 24 per cent, of its none too large 
ucational grant, and of that sum only Rs. 8,500 is provided for the 
>vernment jrrimnrv schools, and the.se facts, though well known to 
the members of the House and also to the members of Government, 
> very conveniently forgotten when the budget is framed and voted 
on. Therefore, it is necessary to remind at least some of the mera- 
rs in season and out of season and to din it in their ears. Where 
e Government primary schools are I do not know, whether they are 
the Secretariat or anywhere else I do not know, but Rs. 8,500 is 
that the Hon’ble Minister projH>ses to spend on them. 1 submit 
at it is an extremely inadequate grant and it is up to the Ilon'ble 
inister to rise up and say that he has considered that this grant is 
pelessly inadequate and if it has not been jM>ssihle to allot a larger 
m in the present year, he will certainly do his best to see that primary 
ueation is encouraged by Government next year by making a really 
equate grant towards it, and he will also rise up and sav that he 
s in his mind to educate the masses and to see that the new con- 
tution when it is brought into operation will be one which will 
action with an educated electorate and, therefore, will really work 
r the good of the count rv and not as the present electorate functions. 


Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY* Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan has made 
i impassioned speech in favour of primary education and pointed out 
this House that the grant is extremely inadequate. Who is there 
this House who is not in sympathy with him; who is it that does not 
int the grant to he increased and primary education introduced as 
rly as possible. Hut the difficulty that we are met with initially is 
at there are no funds. It is easy enough for all of us to get up and 
y that the grant is inadequate, but we can hardly cry for more with 
ty sense of responsibility. I feel perfectly certain that Government 
conscious that the grant is inadequate, but it is no use talking about 
with inelastic funds. Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan realises the diffi- 
lty and, therefore, he has suggested that the education cess should 
i levied and collected. Be faces the issues boldly. I task him can 
’ create sufficient public opinion to have the cess introduced?*’ Can 
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he create a public demand for it? We have to contend with two sec- 
tions — the Hindus and the Mussalmans. We remember distinctly 
that the Hindus fought tooth and nail against the introduction of 
primary education, so that they may not be required to spend any 
money towards it. The whole point at that time was that they were 
not prepared to meet its liabilities, and there was a considerable 
amount of discussion as to what should be the proportion which they 
should pay. So far as the Mussalmans are concerned, they have always 
been in favour of it, and I feel that if there could be a strong demand 
from the public, Government would not be able to oppose that demand. 
If the mover of the motion thinks that there is such a demand — we 
have not heard within recent times, particularly after the difficulties 
through which we have been passing during the last two years of any 
demand for the imposition of the cess, we have not heard that the pub- 
lic are prepared to make further sacrifices or that they have certain 
reserves saved from their starvation diet — if t here is that demand, then 
it is easy enough to find the money if the piper is prepared to pay. So 
far as the jute export duty is concerned, the votaries of every depart- 
ment claim to have a share in it. Hut I fear no one can get a share as 
long as our finances continue as they are. The dues of the Government 
of India are still a burden on our shoulders; then there will be further 
expenditure on the reforms and the current and growing expenses of 
Government have to be met, and the jute export duty by itself is not 
sufficient to wipe off the deficit. Then what is the good of asking a 
portion of this amount to he spent on primary education? If it were 
possible, all of us would like to set apart the whole of it for primary 
education. I remember distinctly that in previous dehutes from 1921 
ou wards whenever there was a demand that the jute exj>ort duty should 
be restored to Bengal, everyone demanded that it should be earmarked 
for primary education; this is no new cry, but at the present moment 
it is no use talking about this with a deficit budget. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, I am surprised 
to hear the statement which Mr. Kuhrawardy has just now made. We 
all know that he has a very susceptible heart, and I think his recent 
occupation of the back benches of the Government has given him some 
inspiration which has led him to talk in the way that he has done. 


Mr. H. 9. SUHRAWARDY: I can assure the Khan Bahadur that 
I have not been contaminated by sitting in the back benches of 
Government. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN I I did not say he 

hat been contaminated. This cry for primary education has been so 
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consistently persistent in Bengal for the last few years that I am 
surprised that anybody can at this time even whisper a word of opposi- 
tion to the demand which has just been made by Maulvi Tamizuddin 
Khan. We have repeated this demand for many years, and we have 
always received the same reply from Government that although they 
are in perfect sympathy with the demand, they find it very difficult to 
accede to our request because of the economic distress prevailing in the 
province. Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan has just referred to the windfall 
which we have just received from the Government of India in the 
shape of a i>ortion of the jute export duty. He bag suggested that at 
least a portion of it should be utilised for free and compulsory primary 
education. I think it is a very just demand. I know that this money 
that we have got from the Government of India is not sufficient to meet 
the deficit or to balance the budget. But supposing that we did not 
receive the money, T think the Government would have gone on just the 
same. Therefore, I say that the suggestion of Maulvi Tamizuddin 
Khan to utilise a portion of this money for primary education is a very 
just one. I cannot conceive of a more important project than the 
primary education on which this money could be more usefully spent. 
This money come* mainly from the cultivators of Bengal and the 
cultivators are the persons who are going to he benefited by free and 
compulsory primary education and so it is only meet and proper that 
this amount should be spent on it. Mr. Suhrawardy has asked if 
Mr. Tamizuddin can say that the people will he prepared to pay a cess 
in this time of economic distress. I feel that Government is exaggerat- 
ing the amount of money that is necessary for starting free and com- 
pulsory primary education. T think that if they are really serious 
about it and are not guided entirely by the advice of their experts who 
are sometimes more embarassing than helpful and if they take the 
people into their confidence, I am sure that primary education can be 
imparted at a much less cost than what Government has estimated. 
Even taking for granted that that amount of money is necessary and if 
Government cannot find that money from any other source except by 
taxation, I am prepared to say very definitely and unequi vocally that 
the people of Bengal will welcome that tax for imparting free and 
compulsory primary education. I speak with authority because in the 
course of our investigation ns members of the Moslem Advisory Educa- 
tional Committee in most of the districts of the province we categorically 
inquired and asked witnesses questions on this point and the opinion 
was unanimous that if necessary they were willing to pay this tax to 
have free and t'ompulsory primary education, and in this opinion I 
think the other members of the committee who are present he*e will 
support me. Therefore, it is no excuse for Government to say that they 
cannot start free and compulsory primary education, because they have 
no money or that they think it is inadvisable to tax the people for that 
purpose. We have waited too long and I can assure the Government 
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that this dilatorinesB is really creating ami has created a great deal of 
dissatisfaction among the people, and it is for the interest of every- 
body concerned that Government should take immediate steps to meet 
the demand which is persistently made here and elsewhere. 


Mr. Ji M. BOTTOMLEYi Mr. President, Sir, I intervene at this 
stage of the debate only for the purpose of giving the House the infor- 
mation which Mr. Narendra Kumar Ba.su so ardently desired. I am 
sorry he has now left the House. The cut motion which he moved 
refers to a grant of Rs. 8,500 for Government primary schools. I may 
tell the House at once that it is not the policy of Government — I think 
I can speak for Government in this matter quite frankly — and it has 
never been the policy of Government to maintain primary schools of its 
own, except in circumstances when it was absolutely essential. This 
small amount — which Mr. Basu thought was so ludicrously small— this 
small amount of Rs. 8,500 is divided between the upkeep of five small 
primary schools maintained by Government on the extreme outskirts 
of the Cox’s Bazar subdivision, on the Burmese border, for the reason 
that there is no other way of having primary schools there. This 
accounts for rather less than half of the above demand. The other 
part consists of the upkeep of 22 peasant girls’ schools maintained in 
the far distant parts of Khulna, .Tessore and the 24-Parganas. 


Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWDHURY: I am sorry, Sir, my friend 
Mr. Narendra Kumar Basil has left the room. But he was insinuating 
that 1 was on the defensive and not on the offensive. On the contrary, 
Sir, I have the greatest reason to he on the offensive as I represent the 
working classes whose ignorance is exploited by every member of the 
educated class. The best flowers of the university — including doctors, 
legal practitioners and others, everybody concerned in educational 
matters — seem to disregard the interest of the working classes that I 
represent here. I won’t use any hyperbolic language, but I do say 
that it is almost criminal to neglect the interest of the labourers. In 
this connection I may point out to my friend Mr. Narendra Kumar 
Basu or, for the matter of that, to my friend Mr. Tamizuddin, that if 
they bad exchanged places with Mr. Xaeimuddin, they too would have 
given the same reply, riz. f no money, nothing doing. 

So I would suggest that along with primary schools a primary 
school of economics should also be started in this country. As for 
money, Sir, I consider that money is plentiful if only you will go out 
for a loan. Why can’t you follow the example of the United Pro- 
vinces Government and issue bonds just as the United Provinces -Gov- 
ernment did? Though they issued bonds for a different purpose, you 
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can easily issue them for primary education. Take a loan of five 
crores and you will be easily able to pay for the loan charges by impos- 
ing the cess. 


The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I am very glad that 
an opportunity has been given to me to explain the delay in bringing 
the Primary Education Act into force. But before I deal with that 
question I may mention that Mr. Tamizuddin Khan has suggested that 
a portion of the jute tax may be utilised for introducing the Primary 
Education Act. He also pointed out in his speech that Bengal spent 
less on primary education in relation to university education in com- 
parison with other provinces of India. So far as that is concerned I 
admit that he is quite correct that we in Bengal do spend comparatively 
less on primary education than we do on university education, but that, 
Sir, is largely due to a policy which has been followed since a long 
time, and I think it is not now possible to curtail the present expendi- 
ture on university education, and I do not think anybody in this House 
will suggest that the expenditure should be curtailed; on the other 
hand, I also admit that the time has now come when every available 
money should lie set apart for primary education. So far as that pro- 
position is concerned, Government is in entire agreement with 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan. 

Now', Sir, the other question is the utilisation of the jute tax for the 
purpose of enforcing the Kural Primary Education Act. Sir, the 
Primary Education Act will require a (Tore of rupees if it has got to be 
enforced and, as Mr. Suhrawardy, who has been unfortunately criticised, 
and to a certain extent misquoted, has very pertinently pointed out 
that, with a deficit of seven crores accumulated for the last few' years 
aud the deficit of two crores and a quarter lakhs in this year’s budget, 
it is not conceivable that the Government of India will agree to the 
employment of u crore of rupees upon the Primary Education Act 
without trying to meet at least a portion of the deficit that is already 
there. Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Moiuin has told us — I do not 
know’ if he knows what is the exact amount that will be required for 
the introduction of the Primary Education Act — hut he has calmly told 
the House that the Act can he introduced with a much lesser sum. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIH: I am quite sure 
of that. 

The Hon’bta Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: He may he quite sure 
of that, Sir, hut when it comes to action perhaps it will he found that 
it is quite inadequate. Unfortunately while every other province in 
India has failed to realize this elementary fact, here is Khan Bahadur 
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Momin, who maintains that it can be easily done and that with a much 
lesser stun. What is the reason that not a single province in India has 
vet been able to introduce primary education in a comprehensive 
manner? It is purely on the grounds of inability to find the money, 
and that is why they have not been able to provide primary education. 
Bengal has got an Act which authorises the imposition of a cess, but 
it has not yet been able to enforce it because of the unprecedented 
financial situation. Everybody here must recognise that Sir, In face 
of all this, I do not know how members in this House c an quietly get 
up and suggest the imposition and realisation of the education cess at 
the present moment or during the last two or three years. They 
seriously suggest, and a man with the experience and knowledge of my 
friend Mr. Momin has calmly told the House that Bengal at the present 
moment is in a position to hear additional taxation of a crore of rupees, 
fully well knowing at the same time that every distric t hoard in Bengal 
is in arrears so far as the public \*orks ce>s and road cess are concerned. 
Their income has come down by 20, 30 or •)() per rent. I he cess which 
is already in existence and which is entirely for the lenefit <>f the 
cultivators, which means that the entire sum is spent on the cultivators, 
that sum is not 1 eing realised from the cultivators, hut here he is 
coollv suggesting that a crore of additional taxation can he imposed on 
Bengal and can also he realised. Is that reasonable, fair or possible 
even? No one in his senses can suggest that, cultivators or zernnuletrs 
can pay additional tax amounting to a crore of rupees, especially when 
we find in this very House from day to day members drawing the atten- 
tion of Government to the sale of landed properties, and the inability 
of the tenants to pay their taxes and rents; how can Government with 
these facts in their possession impose such an additional heavy burden? 

I would jK)int out to Khan Bahadur Momin that it is one thing to 
promise to pay and it is quite another thing to actually muke a pay- 
ment. He knows very well when people go for subscriptions, theie are 
many promises hut few promises arc* translated into payment. 

Mr. K. 0. Ray Chowdhurv suggested borrowing: Supposing in 1931 
the Bengal Government had lorrowed in the expectation that things 
would improve in 1932. What would have our position been to-da # \ ? 
We should have to borrow not one crore or two crores, hut three or four 
crores, and, Sir, how could they he ultimately repaid? Tt would have 
to be repaid from the cess, and until we were sure that good times would, 
be continuing, I do not think we could he justified in borrowing. 

Sir, one pertinent question that Mr. Tamizuddin Khan put to roe 
was that, if the present state of affairs continued, would Government 
permanently give up the idea of enforcing the Act? I suggest that the 
people are already getting accustomed to the low prices of agricultural 
products; there is really a tendency on the part of the tenant* to pay 
their existing dues, and if this state of affairs continues in this way 
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for another year, then it may be possible for the people, with their 
reduced income and their reduced standard of living, to meet the addi- 
tional taxation, hut we cannot do so until for a year or two we know how 
things are going to turn out. A big scheme of free and compulsory 
primary education cannot be brought into operation until we are in a 
position to meet the heavy financial liability that it undoubtedly 
involves. This is a simple fact which we must realise; but it is very 
unfortunate that many members do not do so. I admit that 
members of this House are all very keen and all very anxious to see 
free and compulsory primary education introduced. Sir, no one is 
more anxious than myself, but we cannot ignore facts. We have got 
to face them; they stare us in the face, and we cannot easily brush 
them aside. This is the only reason why Government have delayed the 
enforcement of the Rural Primary Education Act passed by this Council, 
and in view of what 1 have said, I hope the hon’ble member will with- 
draw his motion. 

(At this stage the time-limit for the demand was reached.) 

Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan’s motion was then put and lost. 

The main demund under head '*31 — Education (Transferred)” was 
then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Thursday, the 22nd 
March, 1934, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding* of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 22nd March, 1934, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Man math a Nath Ray 
Chaudhuri, kt., of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 9b nomin- 
ated and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Superintendent of Excise, Calcutta* 

•137. Khan Sahib Maulvi MOHAMMED BASIR UODIN: <u) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister of Excise bo pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that a junior superintendent of excise has been entrusted w’ith 
the im]K»rtant task of combating excise crimes in Calcutta and the 
surrounding places in utter disregard of claims of many of his seniors 
who have more knowledge of the place and have, according to the 
Excise Administration Reports, earned more commendations than th« 
former ? 

(b) If so, what are the special merits and qualifications this officer 
has on which this selection is made Y 

( c ) Is there none among the senior officers who possesses the same 
qualifications and merits!’' If so, why such officer was not selected 
for this important job!' 

( d ) What are the past records of this officer? And how far ha4 
the work so far put in by the officer in bis present post justified the 
selection ? 

MINISTER in <**g» of EXCISE DEPARTMENT (Dig Hon’btt 
•ir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) No. 

(6) to (rf) Do not arias. 
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Damage* by ’tfepMht* in Chittagong. 

*138. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue (Forest) Department aware that — 

0) many men were killed and wounded by wild elephants in the 
district of Chittagong; 

(it) elephants often .destroy standing crop and homestead in that 
district? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, why no arrangement 
to entrap the elephants are made by khedda ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
public will be ul lowed to shoot wild elephants that destroy men, paddy, 
homestead, etc. ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Memlier be pleased to state whether the 
royalty will lx* released if any private party comes forward to do a 
khedda in approved places to stop these outrages? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, REVENUE (FOREST) 
DEPARTMENT (Mr. L. R. F&wcus): ui) </) It is reported that d men 
were killed in 1982-M and 2 during the current \eur. 

( ii ) Where elephants are numerous they frequently damage crops 
hnd are sometimes destructive to homesteads. 

(h) Khedda operations were arranged this year on reduced royalty, 
but the required security has not lieen paid and it is now too late to 
start. 

(c) The member is referred to section d (b) of the Elephant Pre- 
servation Act (VI of 1879). 

(d) Government do not consider that entire remission of royalty 
in respect of khedda operations is desirable. 

■ MauJvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: What other methods do the Gov- 
ernment adopt brides the khedda operations to cope with the elephant, 
menace? 

Mr. L. R. FAWCUS: It has not yet been found necessary to adopt 
‘any other rtietbods. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH • Even if men are killed and 

wounded by wild elephants, Government do not consider it necessary to 
adopt other measures than the khedda operations? 

Mr. L. R. FAWCUts .Sometimes I believe elephants are proclaimed 
when they are actually dangerous to human life. ■ 1 
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Midnapore CotifegW. School. 

•1». Mr. Ro MAITI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Education Department aware that the guardians of some students 
belonging to Class X of the Midnapore Collegiate School in the dis- 
trict of Midnapore were informed by the head master of the school stat- 
ing that the names of their respective wards were removed from the 
rolls of the class from the 1st of December last as they were undesirable* 
and a menace to the discipline of the school? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative — 

(i) what are the particular acts which constituted the conduct of 

the students as stated above, and 

(ii) when were such acts noticed by the authorities of the school? 

(c) Is it a fact that the above ban was subsequently withdrawn in 
cases of some of the aforesaid students who have Wen ullowed to con- 
tinue their studies in the same school? 

u l ) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, what were the circum- 
stances that had led to the withdrawal of such ban? 

MINI8TER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (thr 
Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. The headmaster ns 
secretary of the managing committee wrote to the guardians concerned 
in pursuance of a resolution of the managing' committee pussed in a 
meeting held on 2drd November, 1JKW. 

{b) The undesirable activities of the Wys in question were brought 
to the notice of the managing committee by the headmaster. The facts 
in each case were inquired into by the Distric t Magistrate (who is also* 
President of the managing committee) who approved the proposal for 
removal in six cases and rejected it in four. It is not in the public- 
interest at the present time to disclose the particular facts in each case. 

(c) Yes, as explained in the answer to (b). 

id) The fact that on further inquiry the District Magistrate was not 
satisfied as to the necessity for removing four of the boys. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state whether the guardians were informed of the nature 
of the offences committed by these students? 

The Hwi'Me Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN l I have no informa- 
tion. 

Mr. SYAMAPROIAD MOOKEREE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware- 
that guardians were not informed of the nature of the complaint* which 
were brought against the students? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN: I am not aware. 


Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to inquire whether it is a fact that guardians were not in- 
formed and if not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN: It was not thought 

necessary to inform the guardians. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: How is it possible for guar- 
dians to take steps against the boys if they had not been informed of 
the nature of the offences? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN: The boys had already 
involved themselves and that is why they were removed. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Is it not a fact that the 
orders against some of the boys were withdrawn subsequently? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN: I have already replied 
to it. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that the orders as communicated to some of the students were 
subsequently , withdrawn? It was not a case of the Magistrate recon- 
sidering the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN: No, as I stated in 
my answer. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Have the names of the 
boys Wen removed for a specified period or for ever? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN: They have been 
given transfer certificates. 


8upply of worm liveries. 

•140. Khan Bahadur Maulvi MUAZZAM ALI KHAN: (a) Has the 

attention of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Finance Department 
been drawn to that department memorandum No. 9100-I6Misc., dated 
the 17th November, 1933, over the signature of the Special Officer 
arranging on two Hindu firms for the supply of warm liveries? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether tenders were invited? 
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(c) If so, in which newspapers notices inviting tenders were 
advertised P 

(d) If no tenders were invited, why were these two firms and no 
Muhammadan firms selected ? 

(e) Will the Hon ble Member be pleased to stute the reason why a 
departure was made this year in the issue of the said memorandum P 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing orders 
in the future specifying the rates and quality of uniforms P 

. MEMBER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ ble 
Mr. J. A. Woodfiead): pi) and (M Yes. 

(c) Notices were not advertised in newspapers. Selected firms, 
including a Muhammadan firm, were asked to submit tenders. 

(d) The two firms selected offered material of the best quality at the 
lowest rates. The Muhammadan firm that was addressed sent no reply 
either to the letter or to a subsequent reminder. 

(c) In order to ensure that Government got the 1 h*s( value for its 
money. 

if) No, not as regards the rates, because rates fluctuate. 


Bengal Engineering College, Sibpur. 

•141. Maulvi 8YED OSMAN HAIDER CHAUDHURI : (a) Will 
the ITon’hle Minister in charge of the Education Dopaitnient lx* pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing for the present — 

(f) how many officers and clerks other than British subjects are 
serving under the Bengal Government in the Education 
Department ; 

(ii) what posts do they hold ; and 

(iii) where are they posted p 

( b ) Are the following officers in the Bengal Engineering College, 
Sibpur, British subjects: — 

(t) Jitendra Nath Chakrabarty, Lecturer, Physics Department, and 

(«) Nishanath rhakraburty. Lecturer, Chemistry Department? 

(c) If the answer to (/>) is in the affirmative, to what district and 
thana do they belong? 

(<f) If they are not British subjects, are the Government consider- 
ing the desirability of employing British subjects in their place? 

28 
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The Hon’ble Mr. KHWA4A NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The informatia 

is not readily available, and it would involve much labour and tim 
to obtain it. 

(b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

( d ) No, as they hold permanent appointments under Government 


Bengal Government Prees. 

♦142. Maulvi ABDU8 SAM AD: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member ii 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to lay on the table J 
statement showing for the years 1931-32 and 1932-33 — 

(0 the expenses incurred and the incomes derived from the employ 
ment of the compositors, the distributors, the pressmen, th< 
machinemen, the binders, the lino and the mono operator! 
in the Bengal Government Press; and 

(ii) the expenses incurred and the incomes accruing from tht 
employment of salaried hands? 

(b) Will the Hon’blo Member Ik 1 pleased to lay on the table anothei 
statement for each year from 1922 to 1933, showing — 

(i) the number of piece-workers, the salaried hands, and the 
apixrentices that were recruited; and 

(ii) the number of piece-workers, the salaried hands, and the 
apprentices that were retrenched? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: The information is not 
readily available, and Government regret that they are not prepared 
to undertake the labour that would be involved in collecting it. If, 
however, the Hon’ble Member would explain to the Finance Secretary 
the particular point that prompts this question, an endeavour will 
be made to give him the relevant facts. 


Bridge it Rangram in the Kandi subdivision. 

♦143. Maulvi ABDU8 SAM AD* (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the IjocuI Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
whether lie has received any proposal from the District Board of 
Murshidabad regarding the construction of a bridge at Kangram in the 
Kandi subdivision and also an application for a grant towards the costs 
of its construction? 
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{b) If the answer to is in the affirmative, what action, if any, 
has been taken on the said petition? 


MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): Yes. 

(b) The matter is under the consideration oi Government. 


Select Committee meetings in Darjeeling, 1933, 

*144. Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Deputy President 
oi the Denial Legislative Council he pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment for the year 1933 showing — 

(0 what Select Committee meetings were held in lhujeeling; 

DO what is the amount of expenditure incurred in connection with 
each oi these Select Committees respectively • 

(m) t lie date cm which each Select Committee began its sitting and 
t he date on which it ended; 

Wr> the nunihei ot peisons sitting in these Select Committees; and 
( r i the amount drawn by each of them respect i\ el y on each occasion? 


DEPUTY PRESIDENT of BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
(Mr. Razaur Rehman Khan): <i) Scd<Mt ( 'oniiintlce meetings were held 
in Darjeeling in 1933 in mnnicnon with the* following: — 

(oj the Bengal Wait Bill, 

(h) the Bengal Cess (Amendment » Bill, 

(O the amendment of the Standing Orders. 

(«) Rupees 3,428-14 on (a), Rs. 3,508-10 on (M, and Rs. 713-G 

on (c). 

(it# > Five meetings were held on Oil— on the 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th 
and 19th June 1933, 6 meetings on (h)— from the 9th to 14th October, 
1933, and one meeting on (r ) — on the 2lHh October, 1933. 

(tr) Out of 20 members on (#i), 15 attended, out of 20 members on 
(5), 19 attended, and out of 10 members on (c), 7 attended. 

(r) A statement is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to tn the reply to starred question No. 144 (r), show- 
in y names of members who drew mileage allowance and daily 
allowance for attending Select Committee meetings in Darjeeling 
for the year 1933. 


Name of member. 

(a) on Wakf 
Bill. 

(6) on Cess 
(Amend- 
ment) Bill. 

(c) on am- 
endment of 
Standing 
Orders. 

1. Maulvi Abul Kanern 

Ra. a. 

240 8 

Rh. a. 

Ra. a. 

2. Dr. N. C. Son Gupta 

214 12 



3. Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjoe 

185 12 



4. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ahmuzzaman 

227 0 

228 11 


Chowdhury. 

5, Khan Bahadur M. A Momm 

239 8 

252 0 

202 0 

6. Khan Bahadur M. A/.izul Haque 

231 12 

231 14 

7. Maulvi Hawaii All 

104 13 



K. Maulvi Md. Saadatullah 

9. Maulvi Md. HoMHain 

10. Maulvi Abdul Ghani Chowdliurv 

224 J2 
303 13 
270 6 

:: 


11. Maulvi Nurul Abear Chowdhury 

326 0 



12. Hai Kamini Kumar Das Bahadur, M.B.K. 

325 8 



13. Hap Ba<ii Ahmed Chowdhury 

366 0 



14. Rai Mahenilra Nath Gupta Bahadur . . 

15. Mr. A. K. Fazl-ulHaq 

10. Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan 

17. Mr. Narondra Kumar Baau 

1H. Raja Bhupendra Narayan Smha Baha- 
dur, of Naahipur. 

10. Mr. Karat Kumar Roy 

20. Babu Karat Chandra M it ra 

21. Babu Katmh Chandra Ray Chowdhury 

22. Rai Kahth l’anchanan Barma, M.B.K. . . 

23. Mr. Mukunda Boharv Mulliek 

24. Mr. Kaileawar Kingh Roy 

25. Mr. W. H. Thompson ’ 

26. Babu Laht Kumar Bal 

27. Mr.G. R. Dam, C .I.K. 


240 0 
220 12 
227 1 1 
300 0* 
250 0 

195 11 
236 12 
211 3 
168 6 
239 12 
266 4 
239 1 

322 1 

189 5 

Total 

3,428 14 

3,508 10 

713 6 


♦This include* aUo mileage allowance and daily allowance for attending Select 
Committer meeting on amendment of Standing Orders. 


Mftlllvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H* Will the Deputy President be 
pleased to state whether the persons who attended the Select Committee 
meeting on \b) came away and then went again to attend the meetings 
on (e) on the 20th of October? 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: I must ask for notice. 

Mtlllvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Were there continued sittings of 
the committee from t lie 14th to the 20th, or wa8 there a break? 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN* I understand there was a bre a k. 
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Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: Why was the meeting not con- 
tinued up to the 20th of October so that the members eoultl have attend- 
ed on the 20th instead of coming back and drawing tiavelling allow- 
ances ? 

Mr. RAIAUR RAHMAN KHAN: The dates were fixed by the 
Chairman of the several committees. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Why were not the meetings fixed 
on some subsequent date after the 14th, so that the tia veiling allow- 
ances might have been saved? 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: All these nutters ueie taken 
into consideration when fixing* the date. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: My point is th at a meet tug could 
have been fixed on the 14th or loth instead ot on the 20th so that double 
travelling* allowances could have been saved. 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: That is not a quest mu. Mote, 
over, the fixing of tin* date was not in the hands of the Council 
Department. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: In tixm, the dates, 
were the grounds id economy considered oi not ? 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: Yes. certainly, and they were 
considered vet \ <aiefu!h by the Finance Department. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H : 1 want to know whether the 
Deputy President has learnt it fiom the persons iespons»lde for fixing 
the dates as to why such dates were fixed? 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN : 1 luxe, ot c« iu i sc , no personal 

knowledge ot these tails, but they hau* bum obtained tfoin the proper 
authorities. 

Mileage and daily allowanoes drawn by the member* of legislature in 

1933. 

•146. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Deputy Pre*i ; 
dent of the Bengal legislative Count il le pleased to lay on the tuble 
a statement of the amounts drawn by each member oi the Council u.i 
travelling and daily allowances during the <alcndat yeai MldM 
(7) for meetings of the Council; 

( 2 ) for meetings of Select Committees of the Council; and 
(»?) for any other meetings? 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: A statement is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 146 , showing 
the amounts drawn by members of the Council as travelling and 
daily allowances from 1st January to 31st December , 1933. 




Headquarter* 
or railway sta- 
tion from which 
travelling 
allowance 1* 
claimed. 

Amount drawn — 

r 


Serial 

Ho. 

Name of member. 

(t) 

Formeet- 

tngaof 

the 

Council. 

( a ) 

For meet- 
ing* of 
Select 
Commit- 
tees. 

(Hi) 

For any 
other 
meetings. 

ToUI. 




Ra. A. 

Ra. A. 

R*. A. 

Ra. 

A. 

1 

Afttl, Kawabiada Khwaja Mu- 
hammad, Khan Bahadur. 

Dacca 

008 4 



008 

4 

2 

All, Mr. Altaf 

Bogra 

183 0 


93 0 

276 

0 

S 

All, Maulvl Human 

Dlnajpur 

1,220 0 

283 15 


1,503 

15 

4 

Bakith, Maulvl 8yed Majid 

Jessore 

826 4 



826 

4 

r» 

Bal, Balm Lallt Kumar 

I'irojpur 

(Bakarganj), 

1,031 0 

322 1 


1,353 

7 

6 

Hal, Hal >ahlb Harat Chandra 

GopalganJ 

(Faridpur) 

010 8 

103 12 


1,104 

4 

7 

Rancrji, Rai Bahadur Kcshah 
Chandra 

Dacca 

1,007 h 


j 1.O07 

8 

s 

HancrJI, Mr 1* 

Dnulatpur 

(Khulna) 

wi;» 5 

95 2 

j 1,01(1 

7 

0 

Banncrjcc, Bahu Jltcndralnl 

Ramnurhat . . 
(Blrhhum) 

716 14 



716 

14 

10 

Banna, Rai Sahib Fanchanan 

Rangpur 

087 0 

16H 0 


1,155 

6 

11 

lioalr Cddln, Khan Sahib Maulvi 
MohaiiiuuMl 

Naogang 

(Rajshahl) 

646 12 



646 

12 

12 

Baau, Mr. Narcndra Kumar 

Calcutta 


800 0 


300 

9 

18 

Chaudhurl. Klian Bahadur 
Maulvi AUmusaatnau 

Faridpur 

966 6 

706 1 


1,762 

7 

14 

Chaudhurl, Khan Bahadur 
MauhJ Hatttur Rahman 

Bogra 

017 0 



017 

0 

15 

Chaudhurl. Dr Jngeurira 

Chandra 

Bogra 

630 8 



630 

8 

16 

Chaudhurl, Balm Kishori Mohan 

Rajahah! 

1,028 12 

65 10 


1,004 

0 

17 

Chaudhurl, Maulvi Syed Daman 
Haider 

Tlppera 

406 4 

.. 


406 

4 

18 

Ohowdhury, Maulvl Abdul Ohaul 

Dacca 

007 6 

637 3 


1,634 

9 

10 

. 20 

Chowdhury, Haji Badi Ahmed 

Clioudhury, Maulvi Nural Almar 

Chittagong 
Railway sta- 
tion 

Chittagong 

1,760 8 

1,382 0 

1,186 10 

513 6 


2,047 

1,895 

2 

6 

21 

Dain, Mr () U. 

Cairutta 


189 5 


189 

5 

22 

Daa, Hal Bahadur Kamioi Kumar 

Chittagong 

885 13 

325 8 


1.211 

5 

22A 

Daa, Hal Bahadur H*t wndra 
Kumar 

Dacca 

800 6 



869 

6 

22 

KusnlJI, Maulvi Nur Rahman 
Khan. 

TaugaU 

(Myniriudiigh). 

950 0 



050 

0 

24 

Faxlnllah, Maulvi Muliaiumad 

Noakhali 

vM!7 0 



867 

S 

25 

Ghoar, Rai Haliadur Swonka ( 
Oiiomir, O.I.K. 

Dacca 

467 7 



467 

7 
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Amount drawn— 


Serial 

No. 

Name of member 

or railway sta- 
tion from which 
travelling 
allowance is 
claimed. 

CO 

For meet- 
in^sof 

Council, 

(«) 

For meet- 
ings of 
Select 
Commit- 
tee*. 

(tit) 

For any 
other 
meetings. 

Total. 




Ra, A 

Ra. a. 

Ra. a. 

Ra. a. 

26A 

Ouyta^ Ral Bahadur Mobendra 


114 2 



114 2 

24 

Oujt^Mr. J. N., C. I. £., 

Banaokpore . . 

227 4 

9 10 


324 14 

27 

Hakim, Maulvl Abdul 

Mymenalngh . . 

1.067 4 

193 8 


1.140 12 

28 

Haque, Khan Bahadur AzJxul 

Kriahnagar 

(Nadia) 

1,569 11^ 

557 12 

90 0 

2.208 7J 

29 

Hoque, Kaxi Emdadul 

Ku rig ram 
( Kangpur) 

979 3 

370 10 


1,349 13 

30 

Hneaain, Nawab Musharruf, 

Khan Bahadur 

Jaipaiguri 

1.086 12 



1,086 12 

31 

Hosealn, Maulvl Muhammad 

Bakarganj 

U14 7* 

397 151 


1,612 7 

32 

Huq, Mr A K Fazl-ul 

Calcutta 


220 12 


220 12 

33 

HiMwaln, Maulvl Latafat 

Kanklnarn 

493 .8 



493 8 

34 

KaM-m, Maulvl A hill 

Bunin an 

491 9 

443 12 


935 5 

35 

Khan, Klmn Bahadur Maulvl 
Muazznm All 

Sahajadpur 

(Palma) 

932 8 

93 12 i 


1.026 4 

34 

Khan. Maulvl Tamir.uddln 

Farid pur 

8.15 13 j 

j 553 9 


1,389 0 

37 

Multi, Mr H 

Mldnaporc 

745 H 



745 8 

38 

Mltter, Mr 8 C . ** | 

Calcutta 


236 12 


236 ]2 

39 

Mumln. Khan Bahiulur Muham- ; 
mad Abdul 

(iliuakarH 
( Burdnaii) 

825 3 

1,165 0 

Ml (1 

2.080 3 

40 

Mookerjec, Mr 8v amapraaad j 

Calcutta 


185 12 


186 12 

41 

MuklwTjl, Hal Bahadur Hatlnh 
Chandra 

Hooghlv 

no 0 



130 1) 

1 

42 

Mukhopadliaya, Hal Sahib j 

Sarat Chandra 1 

Pam hkura 

Kv station, 

B X HIv 

1,031 12 



1.031 12 

43 

Nag, Bahu Huk I.al ! 

Khulna 

625 7 J 



625 7| 

44 

Kandy, Maharaja 8ris Cliandra, i 
of Kaaim bazar j 

K&idrn bazar 

(No 

bill haa bo**n presented yet.) 

45 

l'oddar , Mr Auanda Mohan . j 

Xaravaiiganj .. 

< Dacca j 

1,203 0 

- | 


1,203 0 

46 

Rahecm, Mr \ , C I.K. \ 

Darjee’lng 

1,117 14 



1,117 14 

47 

Hah man, Mr A F 

Jaipaiguri 

363 9j 



343 91 

48 

Rahman, Mr A F M Abdur- | 

1 

Baalrhat 

Kuteherv |{) 

station 

1,077 11 

107 51 


1,165 1 

49 

Rahman. Mauhi Azfzur .. ! 

1 

Sing Janl 
< Myincnatngh). 

1,060 101 



1,000 ldj 

50 

Kaikat, Mr Pnwanna Ixb 

Jaljialguri 

•1,065 12 



•1,065 12 

61 

Ral Matiaaai, Munindra lu-h 

Ban* Ur la Ky. 
station. 

Hooghlv . 

790 8 



790 8 

62 

Kay, Bahu Amulyadhan 

JeMofc 

637 lit 



637 141 


* ThU inoBOt also Include* a portion of travelling allowance and dally allowance admissible to the 

member for ilia previous year. i 
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Headquarters 
or railway sta- 
tion from which 
travelling 
allowance la 
claimed. 

Amount drawn — 



Serial 

No. 

Name of member. 

(0 

For meet- 
ing* of 
the 

Council. 

(it) 

For meet- 
ings of 
Select 
Commit- 
tee*. 

OH) 

For any 
other 
meetings. 

Total. 




R* 

A 

Kb. a. 

Rn. a. 

R*. 

A. 

53 

Ray, Halm Khetter Mohan 

Comilia 

1,053 

0 

271 12 


1,324 

12 

54 

fUy, Ilabu Nagcndra Narayan 

Rangpur 

866 

0 



• 865 

0 

65 

llay Chowdhury, Uahu Hatlfh 
Chandra. 

Mymenaingh . . 

803 

13* 

576 15J 


1,382 

13 

66 

Jlout, Ilabu Hoieni 

Midnaimrc 

828 

6 



828 

6 

57 

Roy, Babu Jltcndra Nath 

Jeaaore 

857 

4 



857 

4 

5 8 

Roy, Mr. Saileawar Singh 

Chakdlhl (Burd* 
wan) 

628 

0 

260 4 


894 

4 

59 

Rov Choudhurl, Babu Hem 
Chandra. 

Noakhali 

1,076 

11 

152 14 


1,329 

9 

60 

Roy, Mr Hurnt Kumar 

Mm la in hi ( Raj- 
hltald) 

845 

12* 

272 6 


1,118 

2* 

61 

Hitadutullnh, Muulvl Muhuin- 
mad. 

Calcutta 



224 12 


224 

12 

62 

Salmon. Babu Satya Kinkar 

Bank urn 

783 

4 



783 

4 

03 

Hamad, M»ul\i Abdwt 

MurhhUluhad 

701 

8 



761 

8 

64 

Barker, Uni Bahadur Rt hntl 
Mohan 

I>a< ea 

074 

0 

I 


074 

0 

65 

Sen, R«l Sahib Aktdioy Kumar 

Fa rid pur 

764 

0 



704 

U 

66 

Sltab, Maul vi Abdul Hamid j 

Mv mcmdngh 

1,048 

8 

350 0 


1,407 

8 

07 

Singh, Srijut Taj Bahadur 

ZeugunJ, Raj- 
Khald (Mur* 
nlddubad) 

632 

10 



632 

10 

08 , 

Slnha, Raja Bahadur Rhopcn* 
dra Narn\aii, of Noahlpur 

Nashlpur, Raj* 
slmfil ( Mur- 
ahldabad) 

670 

11 

753 10 

64 1* 

1,488 

6* 

66 

Thoiuimon, Mr. \\ . 11. 

Calcutta 

1 


230 0* 

1 

239 

6 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : Will the Deputy President he 
pleaded to state whether the places named as headquarters or railway 
stations from which travelling* allowance is drawn are the same as the 
usual | daces of residence within the meaning* of the rules governing the 
travelling allowances of members? 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: Yes. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : Are the names of places of 
headquarters supplied by the members themselves? 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: Yes. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Is there auy method of check* 
ing the correctness of the places named? 
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Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: No. The lion' hie members 
certify to the effect that they have come from such ami such places and 
draw their travelling allowances according to rules. 

Mf. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Is the Deputy President aware 
that several of the places named as headquarters from which travelling 
allowances are drawn would not come within the meaning of the usual 
place of residence, that is to say, where the persons ordinarily leside for 
six months in the year? 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: No, 1 am not aware of that. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Ronaldshay Medical 8ohool y Burctwan. 

60. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: {<t ) Is the Ifoii'hle Minister 
ill charge of the Local SelMiovernment (Medical) Department aware. 

(0 that at a meeting held at the Honuldsha\ Medical School, 
Burdwan, on the Sth Lehman. 1!KH, th** ( hi'innan. Major 
]L II. Singh, M.< i.m s . , the Civil Surgeon of Burdwan, 
remarked that all non-official committees to mise fund** for 
earthquake relief went* anti-Govei nment bodies ; 

(li) that he further remarked, when some students suggested that 
the money raised should lw» sent to Sir P. (\ ItnCs Fund, 
“who is this P. ('. Bay? 1 do not know him"; 

( Hi ) that he directed the names of the ntudents making the said 
suggestion to he noted down? 

{()) If the answer to i<n i** in the affirmative, are the (ioveinniect 
considering the desirability of transfening the Major hack to the Army 
or at least away from Bengal ? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: p/> o) and in) No. 

(»?) Yes. As names of four or five different funds were suggested, 
in order to find out how many wen* in favour of each of the various 
funds, the names of the students in favour of each fund were taken 
down. 


(6) No. 
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Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAM): With reference to (a) (t) and 
(it), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the negative 
means that the Hon’ble Minister is not aware or whether it me^is that 
such remarks were not made? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Such Remarks 
were not made. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Has the Hon’ble Minister 
inquired about this from anybody other than the gallant major? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government did 
not consider it necessary to inquire from anyone other than the officer 
concerned. He is a responsible officer holding a responsible position 
and Government have got every confidence in him. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Is the Hon’ble Minister unable 
lo say that this responsible officer, the Civil Surgeon of Burdwan, is 
incapable of saying such a thing? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY : No question of 
capahili(\ or incapability arises hi the matter. It he had made any 
such observation, certainly he would have admitted it as a gentleman. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : Is the Hon’ble Minister in a 
position to affirm that a man who, it he had made that statement -I 
do not know whether lie is a Major or a responsible officer would not 
lie considered as a gentleman? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: The officer denied 
having made such an observation. I do not exactly follow the supple- 
mentary question. It seems to be hypothetical. 


Jagannath Intermediate College. 

SI. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Dejxirtment be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the report of audited accounts of the Jagannath Intermediate 
College, Dacca, for the years 1921 to 1929? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there 
has been any maladministration of the funds of the college during the 
stated period ? 
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(c) Is it not a fact that the Principal of the college was mainly 
responsible for the proper administration of the funds? 

as the Principal any connection with the Sreenoth Press at 

Dacca? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what amount, it 
any, was paid to the said press for work done by the press during tha 
aforesaid period, and subsequent to that? 

(/) What is the age of the Principal? 

(g) How many times has he been grunt ed extension of sendee? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) It would be con- 
trary to established practice to lay such reports on the table, and 
Government regret that they are not prepared to make an exception in 
♦his case. 

(b) A number of irregularities were pointed out. 

(r) Yes, subject to the control of the governing body. 

{(h When inquiries were made in 1927 it was ascertained that tin* 
press was the joint family property of the Prinrijial and bis brother, 
who was the managing proprietor, and that the Principal had never 
taken any ]>art in its management. 

(c) Government have no information. 

(/) About 59 \ears 4 months. 

(g) As he is no longer in Government service, from which he retired 
at the usual age of 55, the question does not arise. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With reference to (el. was any 
inquiry made into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: No. 


Supply of quinine to the Faridpur district 

02. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (<i) Will the llon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department I)© pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing for the Faridpur district for the years 
1930, 1931, 1932 and 1933— 

(f) the quantity of Government quinine supplied to the charitable 
dispensaries through the Civil Surgeon; 
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* ,** 

(ti) the quantity of Government quinine supplied to the rural 

health circles through the district health officers; 

{iu) the quantities of the district board quinine supplied to the 
charitable dispensaries, rural health circles, hala-azar 
centres and anti-malarial societies respectively; and 

(/'»*) the total quantity of quinine supplied to malarial patients? 

(h) Is the llon'ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the quantity of quinine supplied by Government was not 

adequate to meet the ordinary needs of the district; 

(ii) that the Director of Public Health did not meet even the emer- 

gency demands of the district board ; and 

(w) that the Government did not pay their dues on account of the 
rural health scheme regulailv accoiding to expenditure 
incurred by the district hoard even at a time when malignant 
cases of malaria were reported in the district? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: <«) < ) and > A 

statement is laid on the table. 

(iit) and (ir) Not known to Government. 

(h) (/) and (//) The policy is to distribute the provincial quinine 
grant among the various districts in proportion to the local fund expen- 
diture on this account during the preceding year. In the vein 19‘W-d4, 
the Faridpur district received Ps. <4,950 against the sum of Pv 1,4(>5 
which they were entitled to receive on this basis. 

(fiV) As the expenditure from the district fund for public health pur- 
poses during the last three years was much below' the standard fixed, the 
Government grant for rural health units for these years has not been 
paid iti full, pending revision of the standard. 


Statement referred to tn the reply to unstarred question .Vo. 62 (a) 
( i ) and (it). 



1930-31. 

1931-32. 

1932-33. 

1933-34. 


R*. 

R*. 

R*. 

Rt». 

^t) Civil Surgeon 
(»») District Bonn! Chairman 

1.869 

1,856 

1,827 
1,827 j 

1,600 
800 | 

1,400 

2,550 
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Amount spent on travelling and halting allowances i>y each of the 
district boards in Bengal. 

63. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing for each of the three financial yeais 
1930-31, 1931-32 and 1932-33— 

(i) the total amount spent for travelling and halting allowances of 

members of each of the district l>oards in Lcngal for attend- 
ing meetings of the board and committee: and 

(ii) the total number of members of each distiict boards 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: yi) This intonna- 
tion cannot be obtained unless special inquiries are made from district 
boards involving, in the opinion of Government, a disproportionate 
expenditure of time and energy for which they are not prepared to ask. 

(it) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question \o. (13 \u) 


Names of district board* 


Burdwan 

Birbhum 

Bankura 

Midnaporo 

Hooghly 

Howrah 

24-Pargana* 

Nadia 

Murahidab&d 

Jeseore 

Khulna 

Dacca 

Mymensmgh 

Faridpur 

Bakarganj 

Chittagong 

Tippera 

Noakhali 

Rajahahi 

Dinajpur 

Jalpaiguri 

Rangpur 



Malda 

Darjeeling 


NuiuIht of inf»nil»erH 


30-31 

1931-32 

1032*33 

24 

24 

24 

24 

24 

24 

24 

24 

24 

34 

34 

34 

30 

30 

30 

IK 

18 

\H 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

27 

27 

27 

30 

30 

30 

24 

3f> 

30 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

29 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

24 

24 

24 

27 

27 

27 

27 

27 

27 

21 

21 

24 

27 

27 

27 

18 

18 

18 

24 

24 

1 24 

IS 

18 

18 

20 

20 

! 20 
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#* 

BUDGET GRANTS FOR 1934-35 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

32— M«di«U. 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I move that a sum of 
Ith. 41,42,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “32 — 
Medical.’' 

Since the last few years when the financial position of the Local 
Government began to deteriorate, there had not been much expansion 
in this department and necessary scheme of improvement had to be 
staved and the activities had to be confined to the routine of running 
the ordinary administrative machinery in the department. With en- 
deavour mude in successive years, coupled with the requirements of 
frtidit, a stricter control is gradually being brought to bear, the pre- 
vious habit of preparing inflated estimates is being eschewed, and the 
result is the framing of more accurate estimates. The estimates for 
the ensuing year have been based on the revised budget for the current 
year iwhirh again has been framed on the actuals ot six months ot the 
year, and this explains the decrease of Us. 1,52,000 in the budget esti- 
mates in question as compared with the current year’s budget figuiev 
The savings effected and anticipated are due to an all-round attempt at 
economy and fall in the price of foodstuffs on which diet rates in the 
hospitals depend and not to any curtailment in the activities of the 
department. I may mention here however, that the savings would be 
less by Its. 50,000 which have been allotted to the Calcutta Hospital 
Nurses Institute in order to enable them to meet their deficit. 

Fnder the minor head “Medical establishment’’ are recorded ehaiges 
on account of the Surgeon-General, civil surgeons and their establish- 
ments, the pay of all assistant surgeons and sub-assistant surgeon <« and 
the pay of Its. 20,000 for “Reserve medical subordinates.” The decrease 
in the next year's estimate is mainly due to smaller provision for the 
pay of voted officers and under “Allowances and honoraria.” 

The next important minor head is “Hospitals and dispensaries.’’ 
Charges on account of all Presidency hospitals and Government’s share 
of expenditure on rnufassal hospitals and dispensaries and grants to 
hospitals and dispensaries are recorded here. The budget estimate of 
the ensuing year under this head is less by Its. 38,000 compared with 
the current year, but it exactly coincides with the revised estimate of 
the current year. The reduction is mainly under “Pay of officers 
(voted),” “Supplies and Services,” and “Contract contingencies,” 
which latter are due to strict economy and savings on account of fall in 
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the prices of foodstuffs and other articles and are to some extent counter- 
balanced by an increased provision under “Grants to hospitals and dis- 
pensaries.” It will be seen that the grant for tharui and village dis- 
pensaries which is by far the most important of the medi call grants has 
been raised from Its. 87,000 to Its. 95,000 for the next year. It may be 
mentioned in this connection that though the allotment for the current 
year amounted to Rs. 87,000, grants aggregating Its. 94,250 have been 
made to thana and village dispensaries, the additional amount having 
been found by reappropriation. Provision for a recurring grant of 
Rs. 20,000 for the hospital attached to the Calcutta Medical School 
has also been made under this head. 

The next sub-head is “Grant for medical purposes” which shows tv 
reduction of Rs. 50,000, owing to the last instalment of the capital 
grant of Rs. 4 lakhs to the Jatiya Ayurht jtum Purt*h*ul having been 
paid during the current \eur. Government have decided to moke an 
additional grant of Rs. 50,000 to the Calcutta Hospital Nurses Institu- 
tion for the current year to meet the deficit of the institution due to a 
fall in the receipt from subscriptions from non-Government sources, due 
to economic distress. The normal grant of Us. 1 lakh has been pro- 
vided in the budget. 

Under the head “Medical College and schools” is lecorded the 
expenditure on the School of Tropical Medicine, Calcutta Medical 
College, the Campbell, the Lytton, the Konaldshay, the Jackson, the 
Chittagong and Dacca Medical Schools. The increase of Its. 25,000 in 
the estimate is due to larger provision for ( /) voted officeis, necessitated 
by the appointment of a voted officer us Second Professor of Midwifery, 
Medical College. i'2) allowances and honoraria uoted) on account of 
arrear dues of house-rent of the Demonst rufors of Julpuiguri and 
Chittagong, and (.7) “Supplies and services" for larger local in-lead 
of foreign purchases contemplated next year. 

The sub-head which shows large fluctuation is “Mental hospitals”. 
Under this head provision is made for the Hhowauipur Mental Obser- 
vation Ward and for the contributions payable to the Government of 
Bihar and Orissa towards the cost of the Indian and tin* European 
Mental Hospitals at Ranchi. The contributions from the lmlk of the 
provision under this head and the estimates under this head are based 
on the estimates furnished by the Government of Bihar und Orissa. 
The Government of Bengal contribute three-fourths , of the total cost of* 
these institutions. The current year’s estimate of the European Mental 
Hospital proved to In* inadequate, and so an additional grant to the 
extent of Rs. 42,000 has had to be sanctioned this year — the cost being 
met by reappropriation from within the budget. 

The actions taken on the recommendations of the Retrenchment 
Committee *were explained last year when introducing the current 
year's budget. It may be added, however, for the information of the 
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House, that the abolition of the llattna' and the Barisal Isolation 
Hospitals has si we been decided upon. These measures will result in 
an ultimate saving; of about Rs. 5,(X)0 per annum. 

It has also been decided to reduce or abolish the special pay given 
to officers in some cases leading to an ultimate saving of Rs. 2,400 
per mensem . 

The reports of the committees appointed to investigate the question 
of reduction of staff of the Medical College and Hospitals and the 
School of Tropical Medicine have since been received; Government have 
accepted the views of the committee that the Tropical School is not 
overstaffed and that no retrenchment is possible in this research institu- 
tion. 

The recommendation of the committee regarding Medical College 
proper is still under consideration, but decision has been arrived at 
regarding the hospital portion of the recommendation of the com- 
mittee. As at present seen, the decision will effect an ultimate saving 
of Us. 8,f>92 per annum \ but as there are certain other schemes of im- 
provement under consideration in this connection, it is probable that 
the actual savings will be less. 

The Ministry has, however, been unable to give effect to the recom- 
mendations made bv the committee for the levy of bed charges at the 
Medical College until a mature experience is gained of the working of 
the system of levying operations fees in the hospital which has already 
been given effect to. Nor has it been possible to agree to the introduc- 
tion of a scheme for making a charge for medicines in the Outdoor^ 
Department under the existing conditions. 

The committee appointed to inquire into the question of nursing in 
the hospitals in Calcutta have since submitted their report. The report 
is under examination of Government. The committee is, however, of 
opinion that the retrenchment measures introduced by the Calcutta 
Hospital Nurses Institution will, as time passes and nurses on the 
existing scale of pay are replaced by nurses on revised pay, lead to a 
saving of Rs. 42,000. The Committee has also recommended a wider 
employment of Indian nurses. 

The Ministry is following the policy of appointing an increasingly 
large number of honorary medical men in the Government hospitlls of 
Calcutta and of throwing open to the officers of the Bengal Medjpal 
Service and to meitibers of medical profession appointments which are 
not specially reserved for the Indian Medical Service officers. 

As regards the honorary appointments, the following seven posts 
have been filled up in the Medical College Hospitals: — % • 

(/) Honorary Junior Physician to the Professor of Medicine. 

(2) Honorary Junior Physician to the Professor of Clinical 
Medicine. 
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( 3 ) r Honorary Junior Physician to the Second Additional Physician. 

( 4 ) Honorary Junior Surgeon to the Professor of Surgery. 

** (J)Jttonorarv Junior Surgeon to the Profe.vsor of Clinical Surgeiy. 

(0) Honorary Junior Surgeon to the Second Additional Surgeon. 

(7) Honorary Junior Surgeon to the Honorary Surgeon in charge 

of the Ear, Nose and Throat Department. 

In the Campbell Hospital a scheme for stalling the institution by 
honorary medical officers on a wider scale than hitherto will soon be 
introduced. I nder this scheme the number ot such honorary officers 
would be increased from 30 to 53, and the staff will work as separate 
teams, each in chaige of a phxsician or surgeon, based more or less on 
the English system. 


Mol ions i oh mum ION. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that the demand of 
IN. under the head “3'JA — Medical establishment (Transferred) 

— Superintendence” bo redmcd by IN. 100 (inefficiency rd the depart- 
ment ). 

Sir, the iion'ble Minister has inquisit i vel\ expressed his wonder 
the other day as to the unneisity from which the mover of the token 
rut motion to raise a discussion on the municipal administration under 
the present ministn had leceived his qualification. I would not wonder 
if lie does the same to-da\. Hut the wonder ol wondeis is that the 
possessor of qualifications of a university could not cam his livelihood 
assail independent lawyer and failed to impress upon the clientele of 
his precious qualifications 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Older, order. 1 do not think you are justified 
in making such remaik-. 1 did not approve of the Hon hie Minister 
making such remaiks the othei day. Hut \ou are going too far. 

Ur. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: 1 would like to draw your atten- 
tion to, the fact that after the Iion'ble Minister lias replied, we do not 
get? any opportunity of answering him, and knowing our position* 
Awkward, he takes full advantage of it in season and out of season. 

. Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou are perfectly right in protesting against the 
itonHde Minister’s remarks. Hut you should not go beyond that. 

OfT AMULYA RATAN CH08E: If you permit, Sir I have got to 

a w'ords on the subject. 

29 -t 
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Mr. PRE8IDENT: Words of that kind do not help, hard words 

break no bones. 

* 

* Hr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I submit, Sir, that you^ilb al§o 
see that the members of this House are not attacked when 

not pot the chance of defending themselves. Sir, 1 strongly reftetit the 
reprehensible conduct of the Minister who made such mean attacks. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Members are always attacked, but there are 
ways of doing it. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: Sir, blunt men require blunt 
weapons to treat them with Y From the Annual Report on the Working 
of Hospitals and Dispensaries under the Government of Bengal for the 
year 1!ML\ we find the following remarks under the beading “Nursing” 
(Paragraph (>) : — 

“On in count of the financial difficulties of the Calcutta Hospital 
Nurses Institution, the recruitment of probationers was stopped from 
January till August, 1M2. Although it was reopened, the nursing 
Staff at the Medical College Hospitals remained insufficient throughout 
the year. Moreover, the nuinhei of extra beds increased considerably, 
especially in the Diptlieria and Female Wards of the Medical College 
Hospitals, thus greatly increasing the work of the already overworked 
nurses. It must, however, he said to the credit of the nursing staff 
that they coped with the extra burden thrown on them ungrudgingly 
and satisfactorily.” 

% 

Sir, it is .mentioned aguin under the same head, in paragraph JJQ, 
that “during the years no noticeable improvement was made upon, the 
nursing arrangements existing in the m u fas sal hospitals and dispen- 
saries. In most of the mvfassal sadder hospitals the nursing work was 
inadequate and unsatisfactory, and was done by the compounders, 
dressers, ward coolies, or by friends and relatives of patients. At thft 
imtimhara hospital, ITooghly, and at the sadder hospitals, Berhampore, 
Dacca, Mymensingh, Chittagong, and Darjeeling, both Kuropean^ftnd 
Indian nurses were employed. At the tt udder hospital, Krishoftgar, 
Nadia district, a sister of charity of the Roman Catholic Mission (ft 

* part-time nurse) and a nurse did nursing work of the hospital.” Sir, 
we also find under the same head the following: — 

“In the sadder hospitals at Burdwan, Midnapore, Barisal and Raj- 
ghahi, female nurses, either singly or with the help of one 01 HW* 
untrained male nurses or dtus, carried on the nursing work ** of the 
hoapituls. At the sadder hospitals at Suri and Khulna a feir^ifiale 
nurses (untrained) were reported to be employed. In othe^f places 
midwives or untrained female attendants, ward coolies, compouwMs 
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and friends and relatives of patients managed the nursing work of the 
hospitals. The state of affairs is very unsatisfactory and is mostly due * 
to lack of hospital funds and general economic depression Bui 
although in the report Government have said that the unsatisfiMJlofJU, 
cduditicm is due to lack of hospital funds and general economic depree*. 
slon, yet everybody who knows, will say that this is due to their 
inefficiency that the unsatisfactory condition was prevailing. Those who 
understand things will be able to support my contention that the whole 
nursing staff is inefficient, and hence the unsatisfactory condition. 

Simply to save their own reputation, the oft-repeated catchword 
is put forward nowadays that economic depression is the cause. 

Of course we do not say that there is no economic depression, 
but it is not the cause; had it been so, then why this state of affairs 
was prevalent even before the economic depression was felt in this 
country* This state of affairs was (here even before the eeconomic 
depression, and it is simply a very clever way, and a very artful way 
of exonerating themselves of t lie charge of inefficiency by simply 
repeating that the economic depression is the cause. Now, Sir, I will 
quote a few more lines from the head “General remarks” (paragraph 
2d): “With a few exceptions, hospitals in the past were maintained , 
at the lowest possible level of efficiency. As money became available, 
the tendency was to extend activities rather than to improve the effi- 
ciency.” I would ask the House to take note of the words that as ^ 
money became available the tendency was to extend activities rather 
than to improve the efficiency.” “The result has been thnt when faced 
with a call tor retrenchment, it meant restricting activities. Public 
opinion would not allow this course to be adopted. I he present con- 
dition of Western medicine and its slow progress present a depressing 
picture to those who look ahead. It can he said that in ( alcuttn some 
progress has been made in the last 20 years, but 1 do not consider even 
in this city of two million inhabitants that there is a single hospital 
which approaches a good provincial teaching hospital in Kngland of 
twenty years ago.” Sir, the Hon’hle Minister has just now said that 
during the year under reveiew a Nursing Committee was appointed, 
that is in the year 1002, and that two years hence, i.c., to-day we come 
to%arn that that report is still under the consideration of Govern- 
ment! The report goes on to say that “in our largest hospitals and 
those responsible for the training of medical men, that nursing is either* 
inadequate or non-existent. Similarly, in Calcutta no infectious diseases 
hospital exists. The necessity for such a hospital increases yearly. In 
1912, 844 cases of cholera were admitted with a death rate of 36*6. 
H Tf the last year 2,448 cases were admitted with a death rate of 22 per 
cent . Small-pox only provided 79 cases in 1912, us against 39i in 
193&# Dfptheria has trebled its admissions in the same period. 
Cerebif-epinal meningitis has apparently come to stay. Measles, 
eUtnric fever, dysentery, influenza and pneumonia ar$ all taking their 
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toll. Not all these can be treated in an infectious hospital but provi- 
sion should at least be adequate for cholera, small-pox, diptheria and 
iierebro-spinal meningitis. Turning to the hospitals outside Calcutta ‘ 
the only advance in quality in the last 20 years is that X-rays have 
been made available in a number of stations. Even this advance k 
more apparent than real as expert radiologists are lacking. It is the 
man behind the machine that makes it valuable. In 1912 in Classes I, 
III and IV hospitals there were 2,308 beds available. In 1932, there 
were 3,352 beds. With such a scanty provision of beds for the province 
outside Calcutta, it would l>e expected that they would be subjected 
to heavy pressure. In actual fact they are not. The daily average 
sick in 1912 was 1,428 and in 1932 was 1,997. In 1912 the percentage 
occupation of beds was 66 per cent, as against 59 per cent, in 1932. 
The English average is round al)out 85 per cent. f anything below* being 
a bad figure. The average stay in hospital was 26 days in 1932 and 
23 days in 1912, indicating a larger proportion of chronic cases. For 
comparison we may take the Group 11 hospitals, i.e., hospitals from 30 
to 99 beds. There are 175 such hospitals in the provincial towns of 
England. They contain 8,795 beds and treated 130,525 in-patients 
and 279,978 out-patients in 1931. If the available beds in wnfassal 
Bengal had been utilised to the same extent ns in these smaller pro- 
vincial hospitals in England, they would have treated 49,946 in-patients 
instead of the 27,549 they actually did treat. The increase in in- 
patients has failed even to keep pace with the increased provision of 
beds. In other woids, confidence in Western medicine is diminishing 
rather than increasing.” 

Sir, it is not a fact that confidence in Western medicine is diminish- 
ing, but confidence in the treatment that is meted out to the patients 
in the hospitals have become so shabby and so objectionable that people 
have lost their confidence in the efficiency of the staff employed there. 
(Rai lUiiAnra Dr. Harimian Dm : “Where is that? In Calcutta?”) 
Sir, Rai Bahadur l)r. llaridlmn Dutt asks me “where is that”? I 
would simply point out the case from his own question put in this 
Council some time ago about the nursing staff of the Medical College 
Hospital and also the treatment meted out to some patients in the 
Medical College Hospital and from that he will be able to satisfy 
wdiere is that”. Sir, as I have been saying, “this is borne out by the 
^statistics of surgical operations. In no branch of medicine has more 
progress been made in Europe than in surgery. The last 20 years has 
been an enormous advance and such increased confidence in surgical 
operative measures that very large hospitals had difficulty in coping 
with the demand. There has been no such increased confidence in the 
surgery of our district hospitals in Bengal. Sir, the report goes on to 
say that “local funds have not the financial resources to provide efficient 
hospital relief, and the present state must continue until provincial 
revenues are utilised to finance the sadar hospitals. A start should be 
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made;tflth those hospitals associated with medical schools. It is not tt> 
be expected that doctors trained in those different hospitals can con- 
tribute* anything to increased public confidence in AVestern medicine. 
The policy of district medical schools would he sound enough if w© 
could provide really efficient teaching staffs and up-to-date,* well- 
equipped and well-staffed modern hospitals. AVe provide neither. 
Sir, these are the remarks found in the Annual Report on the AYorking 
of Hospitals and Dispensaries under the Government of Bengal. I 
would now’ draw’ the attention of the members of this House to starred 
question 206, A T olume XXXIX, No. 6, 1932, by Air. K. T. McCluskie: 
Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state how many patients suffer- 
ing from tuberculosis were turned out of the Presidency Hospital from 
April, 1931, to May, 1932? Sir, t he answer to this question given 
by the Hon’lde Minister was “19 were asked to leave.” AVhen it wn» 
questioned why they were turned out, the answer was that several of 
these patients were at first admitted with bronchitis and tuberculosis 
was diagnosed later. As there is no permanent arrangements for 
tuberculosis patients in the Presidency General Hospital, they wer© 
accommodated temporarily in extra beds and were dieharged with 
the closing down of these beds which were in excess of the sanctioned 
number in the Piesidency General Hospital. When it was asked 
what annngements were made for their care and attention after 
leaving hospital, the answer was that Go\ eminent had no official 
information. They were turned out of the hospital and the Govern- 
ment had no official information as to what had become of these poor 
patients, hut the Go\et mnent state that it is understood that some of 
them have been admitted to the Tubejculosi* Hospital at Jadnvpur. 
A guess-work was made afterwards whi<h was not corroborated whether 
they were leallv admitted into the hospital or not, and there were so 
many tubercular cases in Calcutta that the addition of 19 more was not 
likely to affect the situation. Then, again, an answer that was given 
to that pertinent question whether 19 men turned out of the hospilal 
would disseminate infection amongst the other population and the 
Hon’hle Ministei, who is the possessor of a high university qualifica- 
tion, gives this fine answer 1 A question was then put by my friend 
I)r. Haridhan Dutt, who has just now asked “where”? I will simply 
state his very question “wheie”. “Whether hospitals are meant for 
the treatment of the sick and ill persons and not for incurables who 
are generally referred to the refuge?” I do not know how f an eminent 
ph ysician of the standing of the Rai Bahadur can class patients, who 
are declared as tuberculosis patient*, as incurable. I am very much 
astonished at this. In spite of what I say lie says “quite so”. Then 
again the Rai Bahadur says — AV ill the Hon’hle Minister state whether 
Calcutta possesses any institution for the treatment of tuberculosis 
cases? THe answer was that there is a ward in the Medical Hospital 
where only a few patients are accommodated and another, namely. 
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ttifc .Tadav P urTui)«^br«|^8pital. When tU Hon’ble Mister was 
asked to state the ffdJibeffjpf patients in the Medical College fflospital, 
he said “I want notice'’. The head of the administration says that 
he does not know how many beds there are in the Medial College 
Hospital, although he demands money year after year during the 
budget session and cannot answer this then and there, although notice 
was given of this question at least one month before. He could not 
give an answer, he wanted notice. Mr. Campbell Forrester asked 
whether about 12 months ago the Hon’ble Minister had promised that 
something would be done with regard to this question about tuber- 
culosis, and asked why nothing had been done. The Hon’ble Minister 
replied that Government had given no promise. Well, the Hon’ble 
Minister was asked whether the Calcutta Corporation paid any con- 
tribution to the Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital. The Hon’ble 
Minister replied that he believed they did pay something. My re- 
doubtable friend Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar ltay asked why steps were 
not taken to send these people to the Calcutta Medical College Hospital? 
The Hon’ble Minister says evidently there was no room. No definite 
answer was given as to whether these men were sent to the Medical 
College Hospital and why no room could be found. There was no 
answer on that score. When asked whether any endeavour was made 
to find out whether beds could be made available at the Medical College 
Hospital, no answer to this was given, and the Hon’ble Minister says 
evidently there was no bed. No attempt was made to find any shelter 
or any refuge for their treatment. Sir, that is one sort of sample of 
efficiency. 

Again, our esteemed friend Mr. N. K. Hasu put the same question 
on the (ith September, llbTl. lie asked what is the total number of 
tads in the Medical College and also whether the Presidency General 
Hospital is a Government Hospital and is exclusively reserved for 
Europeans? If t lie answer was in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister state the reasons. Another interesting question was put here 
whether an Indian seriously injured in the Race Course was refused 
even first aid at the Presidency General Hospital and that the poor man 
died on the way to the Sambhu Nath Pandit Hospital? Well, the 
answer to this is that the only case of this sort goes back to August, 
19*11 . The Assistant Medical Officer of the Royal Turf Club brought 
an injured Indian jockey to the Presidency General Hospital and 
Vequcsted that first aid be given. After first aid had been given, the 
patient was sent to the Sambhu Nath Paudit Hospital, but died on 
the way. If it had been realised that he had been so seriously injured, 
he would certainly have been admitted to the Presidency General 
Hospital as a temporary measure. Of course, many in this House do 
not kuow how far distant is the Sambhu Nath Pandit Hospital from 
the Presidency General Hospital, it will be about 15 minutes walk, 
and after getting first aid treatment in the Presidency General Hospital 
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on his to the Sambhtx- N ath Pandit H and in th$t 
case evg|. the Medical Officer in charge || IbSjiJreaidency General 
Hospital lftd not the intellect to realise whetner the case was so serions 
that the mm would die on the way to the Sambhu Nath Pandit Hospital. 

Mr. N. K. Basu again asked who was the junior officer on duty at 
that time to receive both Indian and European patients. The Hon Trie 
Minister says I want notice. Bai Bahadur Keslmb Chandra Banerji 
asked whether it was realised from the nature of the injuries that it 
was a .serious case. The Hon’ble Minister says this was an error of 
judgment. Then, again, lie was asked what action Government had 
taken in the matter, and the reply was that it wns a case of rupture of 
the spleen and the Surgeon-General on inquiry was told that no one 
could ordinarily detect it. There is another question put by 
Mr. X. K. Basu that according to the {statement, the Honorary 
Opthalmist Surgeon performed 32(> operations during the year while in 
that very statement his post is shown as vacant. How does the TTon’ble 
Minister reconcile this? The answer was: “It may he a misprint. 1 
am not quite sure.” Then, again, regarding the appointment of the 
Professor of Physiology, there were answers which were halting nnd 
disappointing from the Hon'ble Minister. Our ordinary experience 
may not he given as much recognition as these things will he taken into 
consideration. Therefore, 1 say that some time before there was a 
sheaf of questions with regard to the appointment of the Professor of 
Physiology in the Medical College Hospital and on that account the 
answers were as disappointing and halting as they could l>e. 

Sir, again as regards the musing staff, I think I will take only a 
few minutes to point out to Bai Bahadui Dr. Haridhnn Dutt that it was 
in the Medical College Hospital that lie mined his grievance. The 
question is, is it a fact that cabin patients are advised to engage special 
nurses at a fee of Us. 14 per day for private nursing in addition to the 
regular charge for medicine, diet, etc.? Sir, these were the questions 
and the Hon’hle Minister’s answers was that Government had no infor- 
mation. Sir, I would simply remind the House that there are 
infectious diseases, such ns small-pox, cholera, kohi-mar, and hundreds 
of preventive diseases which have not been satisfactorily tackled, and 
there were some members who might still recollect that in 1930, a cut 
motion was carried when the Hon’hle Minister Kumar Sliih Sekhares- 
war Bay was Minister regarding the establishment of a tuberculosis 
sanatorium in the hills. In the face of all these facts the answers 
given to some of these questions^ as I have quoted just now, shows the 
total unconcern of the Hon’hle Minister and the inefficiency of the 
department from the highest to the lowest. 

Rai BalNKhir Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I rise at this stage to say a 
few words regarding the administration of the Medical Department of 
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the Government. I have very attentively heard what my f$end tlu~ 
previous speaker has told the House. Although I was very^attentive, 

I am not disposed to attach much importance to the series of accusations 
against any particular person or persons. What has the case to do with 
the number of patients in the Medical College or the particular grievance 
that my friend might have in connection with a particular matter? 
The Minister, so far as I can understand, is the guiding factor over 
the whole administration of the Medical Department, but he cannot 
be expected, human as he is, to at once say how many beds there aie 
in the Medical College Hospital. My friend took exception because 
the Minister wanted notice to find out how many^beds there were. I 
have been a visitor to the Medical College for some years. I was a 
student there for five years continuously. Since then I have been in 
close association with the hospital, but if my friend wanted to put that 
question to me, I am afraid 1 would not be able to answer. Apait 
from that, one thing to which I take strong exception is this: My 
friend has made a general remark that these hospitals have deteriorated 
and have become unpopular. It is just the opposite. I remember when 
I was a student in the Medical College nearly 37 years ago, the hospitals 
were very unpopular, so much so that when any patient came for treat- 
ment in the outdoor dispensary and if he were told that he would be 
sent to the Campbell Hospital, very generally the man began to cry. 
Not only that, an eminent Professor used to sav that there were two 
alternative treatments, for nervous diseases which we could not cure: 
one was to send the patient to the post mortem table and the other was 
to send him to the Campbell Hospital. This was 37 years ago. If my 
friend says that even now it is so, I should say “no.” Hospitals are 
now so much in vogue that our lives have Wome miserable, because so 
many people clamour for letters of recommendation to get themselves 
admitted. The feature of the Campbell Hospital has changed a lot. 
Bribery bus crept into the Medical College, because the underlings 
there take advantage of so many people at a time wanting to get admis- 
sion. The beds in the Medical College Hospital are now coveted. I 
have seen with my own eyes one morning a big official lying in a bed 
in the Medical College Hospital for treatment. Now, what does that 
indicate? That high official could have summoned many of us in his 
own house, but instead of that he preferred to go to the Medical College 
Hospital. Then as regards the nursing question, I feel that the 
hospitals in Calcutta as well as in the mofassal require some sort of 
systematic nursing. T never suggested that the hospitals were badly 
managed, but the nursing system was ineffective. That is a matter 
which 1 have been trying to point out to the House for some time past. 
Without good nursing, half of the usefulness of the Medical College 
and other hospitals would he taken away. I was pressing for efficient 
and adequate nursing. T do not understand where Dr. Ghose got that 
I said that hospitals were badly managed. With better nursing, of 
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course, your hospitals would he much move useful. This is the answer 
which I %ould give to my friend Dr. Ghose. There are various other 
things to which I would have liked to draw the attention of the House, 
but as only an hour and a half has been given for the discussion of this- 
head and nearly three-quarters of an hour has already been taken up, 
I would not like to mention all of them. However, I would like to 
draw the attention of the House to the inadequacy of hospital accommo- 
dation in Calcutta. Last year and year before that 1 brought those 
subjects before the House, and I got very sympathetic consideration, 
but I do complain that the Minister as the guiding factor over the 
administration of this department in Bengal ought to have done some- 
thing for fostering hospital institutions in Bengal. T was surprised to 
find in the budget that instead of the amount of money being as before, 
there is some reduction. We have done nothing during the last thief* 
yea is which would justify us in saying that we have been doing some- 
thing for the sick and injured peisons in Bengal. M hen 1 came to this 
Council T thought that I would have some justification in being return- 
ed again to this Council if 1 could do something in that direction. 
Calcutta attracts a large number of people from outside. The Corpora- 
tion of Calcutta have been trying to cope with the situation to a very 
great extent, hut they cannot he expected to do all that is necessary for 
the purpose and Government have their obligations. \ei\ veil, Sn. 
The Government ought to provide more money for increasing the 
number of beds in the hospitals. As I have already said, a very large 
number of sick people come to Calcutta for treatment, but during the 
last three Years nothing has Immmi done in this Diieetion. W hen we go 
out next vear and seek re-election, we shall not be uble to say that we 
have done something in this matter. I know my friend tin* Hon’hle 
Minister will say that there is no money, and 1 admit that there is u 
good deal of force in that, hut still some attempt should he made in the' 
midst of our difficulties to improve the situation in the best wav possible. 


The Hon'ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Dr. Ghose has 
covered — I am sorrv he has left the Chamber— a large ground in course 
of his speech, and tried to level very vague allegations against this 
department, most of which were not allegations, hut I should say com- 
pliments, because he read out from the criticisms of the mufantal hos- 
pitals by the Surgeon-General. Those criticisms are really meant hv 
Government for the local bodies who are responsible for flic manage- 
ment of the m<lar hospitals. The first point in Dr. Ghose’s speech is 
that the nursing staff is inadequate; in the mufa**al hospitals there is 
no nursing arrangement. I would like to point out that Government 
are not responsible for the management of the ttuhn hospitals, but the 
local bodies, though Government contribute more substantially towards 
their expenditure than the local bodies. The total amount of contri- 
bution by Government to the xoA/ir hospitals is Ps. ..,11,000, h\ t e* 
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municipalities Rs. 1,40,000, and Rs. 1,78,000 by other lopal bodies. 
So proportionately the contribution by Government is larggr. * I admit 
that it is not sufficient as I said on previous occasions* bw my friends 
opposite, especially Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt, who is more con- 
versant with the conditions of hospitals in Calcutta, should realise that 
Government have to spend nearly Its. 20 lakhs on State hospitals in the 
city, and the State hospitals in Calcutta cater to the needs not only of 
the citizens of Calcutta but also of people from all over Bengal, if not 
from all parts of India. Itai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt, to whom I 
feel really grateful for having contradicted some of the statements made 
by Dr. Ghose with regard to nursing arrangement, knows that there 
are enormous difficulties due to social and religious bias in securing 
suitable persons as nurses and adequate number of nuises for these hos- 
pitals. I can only hope that in time these religious aud social difficul- 
ties will be overcome and a proper type of persons will come forward 
to take up this honourable profession when it would be possible for tf>e 
Government of the future to secure the services of an adequate number 
of nurses for the State hospitals in Calcutta as well as for hospitals in 
the muftuxal. But as it is, the existing situation is yet far from satis- 
factory. So it is not possible for Government to manufacture nurses 
if they would like to do so. 

Then there is the question of cost. The Itai Bahadur i-> well aware 
that Government’s annual contribution is gradually inei easing to the 
Hospital Nurses Institute. That institute used to get sufficient subsidy 
from private sources by wav of donations and contribution*, but on 
account of the economic depression, those sources are becoming drier 
and drier and Government have to make up the deficit every \car. 
Ijast year Government, if I remember correctly, paid an additional 
amount of 77 to 80 thmmnd over and above a lakh of rupees which was 
the normal contribution. This year we have decided to pay an addi- 
tional amount of 50 thousand over and above the lakh of rupees. That 
shows that Government have not at all been unmindful, but are always 
anxious to maintain a regular supply of nurses to the hospitals. The 
Rai Bahadur has truly {minted out that half the usefulness of the 
Calcutta hospitals would disappear if we cannot maintain an adequate 
supply of nurses, but the difficulty of maintaining the supply is beyond 
anybody’s control, and we must depend on time for improving the situa- 
tion. Dr, Ghose tried to compare the hospitals in England with those 
in India. Nobody would deny that the hospitals in India cannot be 
compared with those in England. We have not the resources of 
England. If Bengal were as rich or even half as rich as the United 
Kingdom, I am sure all our hospitals would have been in a far more 
advanced condition to-day. Dr. Ghose referred to certain question# 
answered by me on the floor of this House from time to time to which 
I will not attempt to reply in detail, because it is neither possible nor 
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necewary Ifjr me to do so ; but I cau only refer to the case of the Pre- 
sidency General Efospital Tuberculosis Ward where there are only a fixed 
number of leris* Some patients were admitted there because they 
were thought to be suffering from diseases other than tuberculosis, but 
later on when the cases were diagnosed as tuberculosis, those patients 
had to be discharged and the extra beds provided were closed down. 
Sir, an extra bed means extra recurring expenditure. Moreover, 
tuberculosis is an incurable disease, if not detected at the curliest stage; 
so by keeping these patients in the hospital, Government did not con- 
sider they w’ould be justified in refusing admission to patients who 
might be curable, and they were perfectly right in asking these patients 
to leave the hospital. 

Dr. Ghose referred to the appointment of the Professor of Physio- 
logy. I might remind l)r. Ghose that all these appointments are made 
on the advice of a selection committee, consisting of eminent physicians 
or eminent surgeons, both in the Government service as well as in the 
independent medical profession. If I remember aright, Sir, Sir 
Nilratan Sarkar, Dr. F. N. Brahmachari, the Surgeon-General to the 
Government and the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calcutta com- 
posed the selection committee in this case, and even if they made a mis- 
take, Government have to accept their recommendation. Bui Bahadur 
Dr. Haridhan Dutt said that there was a reduction in expenditure under 
the head “Medical.” As I tried to explain in my opening speech there 
was no curtailment in the activity of this department, and if there was 
anv reduction in expenditure, it was due to more cautious budgeting, 


Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: What about quinine? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: That comes under 
Public Health, and I shall bine ample opportunity of explaining this 
question when I deal with Public Health. If there is reduction in the 
“Medical” budget, it is due, its I ha\e said, to more cautious budgeting 
and to saving in the diet allowance due to low prices. With these words 
I oppose the motion of Dr. Ghose. 

Dr. Arnulya Uatau Ghose's motion was then put and lost. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: I beg to move that the demand 
of Bs. 06,000 under tbe head “‘12A Medical establishment— Supetiu- 
tendence” be reduced by Be. 1 (neglect of the Government in providing* 
Ayurvedic , Homeopathic and Hydiopathy, Htdimi and other systems of 
remedies in the province).” 

Sir, I think it is the most sacred duty on the part of the Govern- 
ment to look after the health of the people, and I am sure that Govern- 
ment is most negligent in this respect. If the Government cannot make 
adequate ptovision for the physical, mental and intellectual welfare of 
the people, then all talk of good government is mere camouflage and 
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all bosh. I may perhaps at once be told by the Hon’Me^nister that* 
Government has not been sparing in this respect but is making sufficient 
provision for the health of the people of this province. He may tell us 
that Government has established the Calcutta Medical College, the 
Campbell Medical School and many other institutions to give medical 
relief to the people of this province. I do not deny it, Sir. But the 
thing is: Who are benefited by these institutions? Your Medical 
( ollege and your medical schools and hospitals and dispensaries are 
mostly confined to the metropolis and other districts or subdivisional 
headquarters at the best. But do you mean to say that by these orga- 
nisations you can cope with the necessities and needs of the vast millions 
of people inhabiting this country? You may have started well- 
furnished institutions in those places, but they are only for the com- 
forts of those who can afford to spend money for their own health. Do 
the !>em»fits of these institutions reach the people at large -people in 
the villages, in the countryside? Certainly not. These are all for thfc 
amenities of the big people. It may be said that people from outside 
the metropolis come to Calcutta to be served by these institutions, but 
I mav tell >ou, Sir, that those people who come from outside Calcutta 
to the metropolis are also wealthy people. The poorest people who can- 
not afford to pay a farthing out of their pocket even for their own 
hearth and home will not benefit by these institutions at all. They 
cannot even find money for iheir passage to Calcutta. If these people 
have to be benefited by these institutions, they will have to come to 
Calcutta; blit can they come to Calcutta by spending money for their 
passage? Certainly not. But what do you do for the relief of those 
dumb millions in the countryside? Have you ever cared to go into the 
question deeply? Have you ever cared to have firsthand information 
from the people that are actually suffering on this score? I know you 
are very busy and you cannot make any time to go from village to 
village and gather information as to how these people are circumstanced 
in the matter of medical relief. Of course, I know that your answer 
will he that you cannot do anything on account of the inadequacy of the 
funds at your disposal. Then I must ask you, why are you here? If 
you cannot advise Government properly, how can you hope to cope with 
the situation? Tf you want to do real good to the people and if you feel 
you cannot do it simply on account of want of funds, you must advise 
ns to how medical relief can he given to the people at a lesser cost. You 
'can accordingly advise Government to provide A i/vrverfic, Halcimt , 
Hydropathy. Homeopathy and other systems of medicine which 
are carried on at a much smaller expense. You can advise Government 
to do that. Much money will not 1 m* required in this case. You have 
hitherto kept here some institutions which are quite exotic to the coun- 
try. So I hope the Hon'ble Minister will do something hv giving 
recognition to the ffakimi. Ayurvedic and other systems of medicine 
which nve best suited to the soil of this country. 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: In supporting the motion, 1 must first point out 
that in a country like ours where sufficient medicine is not available tor 
want of funds, it is necessary that Ayurvedic and Hah mi systems of 
medicine should be introduced. So fur as 1 can say, Allopathic medi- 
cine has done more harm than good, and 1 will prove that in a minute. 
After 25 years' medical practice in London, a certain gentleman was 
appointed Principal of a Medical College in Paris and, in a speech, he 
aaid the . same thing — the Allopathic form of medicine is a great 
humbug, and I am quoting his very words and sav that this has done 
more harm than good, particularly to our country, for the simple reason 
that I am going to give. 1 will narrate one instance: Some years ago, 
one of my friends was suffering from certain acute disease and an Allo- 
pathic doctor prescribed a certain medicine; that medicine was, how- 
ever, not available anywhere in Calcutta: therefore, 1 with his brother 
had gone to a European apothecary; a certain European gentleman who 
saw the prescription abused the doctor and said that the medicine was 
floating on the s*»a. 1 inquired why he said so, and he explained that 
only native doctors prescribed such medicines. The medicine prescrib- 
ed bv the doctor after having been experimented on cattle and animals 
was coming out and was at the present moment in a ship. 

Now, Sir, people who suffer from acute diseases go to Kaviraj Syamn 
Das Baehasputi who is the first medical practitioner and charges a fee of 
Its. G4 ; then, again, take the case of Ilakim Ajmal Khan in Delhi who 
used to charge Its. 1.000 a day. Therefore, it is obvious that these 
persons are most competent men in the profession so far as Hakim t nnd 
A yvrvcdtc systems of medicine are concerned. Hut (ton eminent will 
not support such svstems I would, therefore, suggest that the Allo- 
pathic system of medicines has done more harm than good, and it would 
be in the fitness of things if the Ilon'hle Minister tried to introduce lx»tli 
these systems in the countrv. as the motion recommends. 

Rai Bahadur J0CE8H CHANDRA 8EN: Mr. President, Sir, in 
all fairness to the Hon’ble Minister I should like to tell the House 
that he has already shown special interest in this mntter-~I mean the 
matter which is now under discussion before the House. 1 he matter 
of having the two indigenous systems of Karim ji and Hokum hav<* 
been engaging the Hon ble Minister’s attention of late. He has already 
formed definite opinions as regards the utility of these two systems, 
and it is only for want of money that Government cannot put forth 
their ideas into action. Everyone knows that Government have no 
money to spare in these hard times. But I would humbly urge on the 
Hoftble Minister that if Government are sincere in their desire to 
see these two systems flourish in the land, they will not hesitate to prove 
their sincerity by earmarking some funds for this purpose out of the 
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provincial revenues; it is very difficult to obtain money from outside 
sources. All that I would request the Hon'ble Minister to do is to 
tell us what he has been doing in the mean time. 

(The Council was then adjourned lor 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.)' 

Kazi Emdadul Hoque’s motion was put and lost. 

The main demand under head “32 — Medical” was then put And 
agreed to. * 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

33 — Public Health. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Mr. President, 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to 
move that a sum of Its. 35,80,000 be granted for expenditure under 
the head “33 Public Health!"”^ 

Sir, in introducing this demand, I think it is my duty to explain 
fully the reductions in the total “Public Ilealth” demand and the 
policy that has been followed by Government during the last one year, 
and to explain the various activities of the Public Health Department 
in controlling epidemics like kala-aznr , small-pox, cholera, malaria, 
etc. 

Sir, the total demand shows a fall of Rs. 2,57,000 against the 
revised estimate of the current year. This reduction is mainly due to 
the completion of certain important schemes which were in hand 
during the last several years; for example, there was a provision of 
Rs. 55,0Q0 for Jalpaiguri Water-Works in the year 1933-34; the w0rk 
being nearly completed, there is a reduction of Rs. 45,700 on that 
item alone. The Bhatparn Sewerage Scheme, which has been in pro- 
gress during the last few years and which is now nearing completion, 
requires only Rs. 1,30,000 next year in place of 3 lakhs in the current 
^*ear. So this item, too, accounts for a reduction of Rs. 1,70,000 in 
the total demand. The contribution towards the pay of the vaccinating 
inspecting staff shows a gradual reduction because of the retirement of 
the old Government sen-ants who were made over to the districi*boards. 
On this item there is a reduction of Rs. 9,200. The provision 
rural water-supply has been reduced from Rs. 2,25,000 to Rs. 2,00,006, 
because this grant is spent on the basis of Government contribq£mgr 
twp-thirds and the local people one-third of the cost of water-supply 
projects. On accent of financial depression, the local ccAtributioni 
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Lave gone down, and Qovernment find it unnecessary to make a pro- 
vision for the full amount which has to be surrendered at the end of 
the vear if it is not spent. So this reduction is really an instance of 
cautious budgeting, in view of the existing condition, rather than 
jeal reduction in the expenditure, because if the money is not spent, at 
the enct of the year, it will have to be surrendered. On the other hand, 
Imust say that the rural public health grant does not show any reduc- 
f^pn but they show' an increase, for example, the rural public health 
units, kala-azar and the augmentation grants are Bs. H2.(M)0. 

, Rs, 18.000 and Its. 20,000, respectively, next year. A sum of> , 
Its. *25,000 has been provided for as grant for the Bugerhut Water-* 
Supply. It is needless for me to explain why it has not been possible 
, fpr government to make larger provisions as grants for improvement 
pf water-supply in the municipal areas. Government’s share of the 
grant towards the cost of such scheme is only one-third, whereas the 
local bodies have got to find out two-thirds of the expenditure, but Che 
local authorities are not in a position to find the balance of two-thirds. 
But Government have taken full advantage of the easy financial market, 
and there is a much larger pro's ision for loans for the local author- 
ities in the next year’s budget than in the current year; for instance, 
there is a provision of Its. 2,91,000 for urban and rural water-supply, 
against Its. 35,000 in the current year for the Municipalities of Jalpai- 
guri; Seram pore, Khulna, Mvinensingh and Naruyanganj to receive 
loans for improvement of their water-supply. 


T now propose to give the House a short uccount of the activities 
of the Public Health Department in controlling malaria, hala-azar, 
small-pox, cholera and for improvement in maternity work during the 
year. 


Special quinine grant was made to the districts of Birbhmn, Khulna, 
Bangpur, Bogra, Bankura, Mymensingh. Furidpur, Bakargnnj and 
Tippera, besides the normal grant, and special staffs were deputed by 
i\$ department to help the district Inmnls to combat the epidemic of 
malaria. Distribution of free quinine was made in five thma* in five 
divisions to increase the quinine habit of the people. Anti-ma arm I 
opeiations were carried on at a cost of Its. 30,000 in the Rurdwa* 
-fivil station, Arambagh Municipality. Dacca, Knshnagur, Santipur, 
Birnagar and Serampore. Government spent nearly Its. 10,000 m 
carrving on a level survey to ascertain the level of water in Burdwaii 
pbd Hooghlv districts. To make a survey and to control Ludlown 
menace round Calcutta, Government had to take emergent *<*P* 
tovard* the middle of 1931 at an expenditure of about Its. 17, 0W. 
Luaiowii was discovered in Budge Budge, ('hengail, Canning and the 
*Sak Lakes and even in Majerhat within the municipal hunts ol 
^Calcutta Though the duty of the Public Health Department is mutely 
survey operations and not actual control of outbreak of epidemics 
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within the area of a local body, Government realise that as under the 
Calcutta Municipal Act the Calcutta Corporation cannot spend money 
outside their jurisdiction, Government thought they would be justified 
in coming to their help, and therefore agreed to expend an additional 
amount which they would not spend in normal circumstances. Major 
Co veil, the Malaria Expert to the Government of India, was requested 
to come down to Calcutta and hold a special survey of the local con- 
ditions, and suggested a scheme which would cost Government annually 
Rs. 47,000. In the current year Government spent Rs. 30,000 of this 
Its. 47,000; the Calcutta Corporation agreed to pay Rs. 12,000, but 
this has not yet been received, but I understand it will be very soon. 
The balance (Rs. 5,000) was promised and paid — I speak subject to 
correct ion— by some of the local authorities interested in the Fringe 
.nrea of Calcutta like the District Board of Howrah, 24-Parganad, 
Budge Budge and the jute mills. But Government had to review the 
whole position and have had to come to t he decision that they would 
not be justified next year in spending Rs. 30,000 out of Rs. 47,000, 
nnd they would expect local boards to pay at least 50 per rent, of the 
expenditure and 50 per rent . would be contributed by Government out 
of provincial revenues, because of the special circumstances in which 
the Calcutta Corporation is situated in this matter. The local bodies 
interested in the Fringe area of Calcutta as well as the Corporation 
of Calcutta were addressed to this effect in January last. AVe have 
not vet received any replies. If these local bodies refused to pay 60 
per cent ., Government will either have to close down the control opera- 
tions, confining their activities only to the survey operations, or to 
evolve some means of finding that expenditure. The matter is still 
under consideration, and we are only hoping that these local bodies 
will rise to the occasion and will arrange to discharge their obligations 
in a proper manner. 

Sir, the next point is the quinine plasmochin experiment in the 
-district of Burdwan. The House is aware that last year this experi- 
ment was started in t lie Memari thavn of Burdwan district and in 4< 
square miles 97 to 98 villages were taken up as the area for this experi- 
ment. The method of fighting malaria here is by an anti-parasitic 
campaign which was started after consulting experts and the Sanitary 
Board. The scheme was for treating all persons in the locality with 
mosquitoes who are generally free from infection. Plasmochin was 
added to the quinine on account of its special property to kill the 
gimetocytes — sexual forms of malaria parasites —which alone dW 
Jiiaponvsihle for the propagation of malaria parasites. Colonel SKnton, 
fe tft Director-General of Malaria Survey of India, and the Malaria 
^Commissioner of the League of Nations, after careful and prolonged 
critical consultation, approved of the experiment. The population* 
which was treated in that experimental area was 21,409, 30 per cent. 
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of whom were children. Homse-to-house visits were started ami plas- 
mochin was distributed to 20,450 people. It is difficult to say, how- 
over, how many of them actually took both the quinine and plasmochin, 
but we infer from the results that the majority did, because the para- 
sitic rate fell down immediately after the distribution of quinine from 
16:5 per cent, to 5 ’5 per cent. According to the programme, 30 
malaria treatment centres were opened in which infected persons might 
come for treatment at a fixed time, but not more than 50 per cent. 
of the patients did actually visit the treatment centres and others were 
under the influence of local quacks. Minute observations were made 
of the rise and fall of infection amongst the mosquitos in the villages 
under experiment, and in villages in which monthly spleen index was 
taken, it came down in 11 villages out of 13, it was constant in one, 
and increased in another. It has been decided to carry on the experi- 
ment next year to enable the Public Health Department to arrive at 
a definite result 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: In the same area? 

The Hon’Me Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Yes, in the same 
area. The experiment will not be a success unless it is carried on in 
the same area. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA3EM: For how long? 

The Hon’We Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Only next year; 
that was the recommendation made by the Public Health ( ommittee. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Was there no malaria last year? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: T have spoken 
at great length on this point, and 1 only expect that lion ble members 
would listen to me more closely. 

Well, Sir, the fact that there is a 75 per cent, fall in sickness 
amongst the general public proves that the result is sufficiently 
encouraging, and this justifies a further experiment next ,v*ar. 
Attempts are being made in close co-operation with the local |x*ople 
and presidents of union boards and district Wds of Burdwan to 
carry on this experiment, and I am glad to say we have had close 
co-operation from the district boards and union boards in many of the 
yU ffsidency towns. 

With regard to the treatment of kala-azar, there were 1 18 kala-*m 4 
and 209 subsidised centres in which about 116,036 patients were treated. 
The number of kala-a-zar cases show gradual reduction, and^ there )A 
no doubt ‘that the disease is definitely under control. Next year 
Government propose to spend Rs. 20,000 more on kala-azar , so that the 

30 
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normal grant would be increased to*Rs. 57,000 in controlling kaUtrazaK 
In order to promote free vaccination in rural areas, an annual pro- 
vincial grant was made to district boards in order to enable them to 
appoint additional vaccinators. The average annual expenditure for 
the last five years has been Its. 4,82,959; of this amount the Govern- 
ment contribution from the provincial revenues amounted to 
Its. 1,80,656, the balance being paid by the district boards. The 
number of vaccinations in the whole presidency is increasing every 
year. The number in 1928-29 was 2,050,827 for primary vaccinations, 
3,229,202 for revaccinations, making a total of 5,280,029; the cor- 
responding figures for 1932-33 were 2,522,872; 4,162,351 or 6,685,223 
in all. That shows how rapidly the number of vaccinations is increas- 
ing. Vaccination being the only effective weapon to combat outbreaks 
of small-pox, Government is trying to reduce the price of vaccine 
lymp, and I am glad to say that this province produces vaccine at the 
lowest cost, i.c.y 1;11 pies per grain. AVe keep a very large quantity 
of vaccine lymp ready for use by the Public Health Department and 
the local bodies as the demand will arise. The prevention of epidemic 
diseases is primarily the concern of the local bodies, and when they 
are unable to cope with the situation, a temporary staff, generally 
known as field staff, come to their help. Whenever there was demand 
from district hoards, the Public Health Department has ungrudgingly 
sent out officers of the department to their help, and the district of 
Mymensingh, Tippern, which have suffered most from the recenf out- 
break of malaria, had to be helped in this way. Sir, the total quantity 
of cholera inoculation that has been given was 10*01,690 c.c. during 
1932 and 11,60,710 c.c. during 1933. This was generally distributed 
to the district boards and municipalities. The total quantity distri- 
buted to district boards and municipalities during 1932 was 9,52,105 
0 . 0 . 

Sir, the total amount spent on ^/-training remains at the same 
figure, namely, Ps. 28,000, and the total number of dais trained 
during 1932-33 was 1,212. The number was practically nil before 
1928, but the number is now rapidly increasing. 

Sir, I might inform the House that last year as a measure of re- 
trenchment Government agreed to abolish one Assistant Engineer and 
one Executive Engineer in the Public Health Department and their 
‘work has been distributed to other officers in the department. But 
the post of the Assistant Director of Public Health in Rajshahi Circle, 
which was amalgamated with the post in Dacca Circle, was abolished 
by accepting the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee of 
1932, but it has now been revived, because Government found it 
impossible to cope with the increased amount of work of inspecting 
the rural public health units in Rajshahi and Dacca Circles and 
because these officers had to do the inspecting work of three divisions. 
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namely, Dacca, Rajshahi and Chittagong, consisting q£ a large 
number of* municipalities, inspection of which is one of the duties. 
Besides the inspection work of these public health units, Government 
spends nearly Us. 10 lakhs on these public health organisations, and 
they found in the long run that it would be more economical if proper 
supervision is enforced. 

The post of the Assistant Director of Public Health in charge of 
School Hygiene has been abolished according to the recommendations 
of the Retrenchment Committee and his work within the town of 
Calcutta has been transferred to the Education Department, whereas 
the work outside the town of Calcutta has been distributed among the 
different Assistant Directors of Public Health; the work has not suffer* 
ed. It is being carried out by different officers amongst themselves. 

With these words I beg to commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: 1 wanted to make a few 
remarks about a substantive proposal in connection with the original 
demand which is now before the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The practice has always been that we dis]*ose 
of all the motions for reduction or refusal first and then take the 
main demand. Probably, you will find in one of these motions an 
opportunity of speaking on any jxirticulur point in connection with the 
main demand. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: I beg to move that the demand of Its. 5,99*000 
under the head “33A — Public Health Establishment” be reduced by 
Re. 1 (inadequacy of grant and question of providing sufficient 
expenditure, if necessary, by loan). 

Sir, I must at the outset congratulate the Hon’ble Minister for 
his very interesting account of the work of the Public Health Dejiart- 
ment. We find that a great many improvements, additions ami 
extensions have been made in the work of the dejwrtment. Ihe policy 
of loans to public bodies for public health work, water-supply, etc., 
is a very good one. Then, as regards the plasma-quinine experiment 
in the district of Burdwan, we are glad to hear that it has turned 
out a success and that it is going to l>e repeated next year. I hojie he* 
will be able to extend the same experiment in other places as well. 
As regards vaccination and vaccine treatment, we find that a great 
advance has been made. All these show that there is a very great 
scope. for work and so we want a great deal of money for the various 
activities outlined in his speech. But if we turn to the actual budget 
figures, we* find that there is room for improvement. In 1932-33 the 
actuals for public health (voted) were Ra. 36,80,000. The revised 
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estimate fgr this year came up to Rs. 37 lakhs, but the estimate for 
next year is only Rs. 35,86,000. Thus it appears that the estimate for 
next year is less than the revised estimate for the current year. It 
will be generally admitted by all that the amount budgeted is in- 
sufficient to meet all the demands. We want more centres for treat- 
ment of malaria; we w^ant vaccination to be given more freely; we 
want more centres for treatment of epidemics, and so on. I moved 
a similar resolution last March and, in his reply, the. Hon’ble Minister 
said that Bengal, in spite of bad times, had not retrenched in the 
matter of expenditure on this head and that Bengal bad spent a larger 
amount than any other province under this head. That is no doubt 
very good. But like Oliver Twist we always ask for more. It will be 
admitted that far more can easily be spent, but there is no money 
available from ordinary revenue. So, as I suggested last year, I say 
that although we have incurred a very big loan, can we not raise a 
further loan and earmark the same for the purpose of development ci 
public health? We must show a large amount of expenditure for 
our normal requirements. In view of the pending financial arrange- 
ment with the Central Government, it would be I think a mistake to 
reduce our oxjKmditiire. Tn our fight for more grant, in our fight for 
a larger share of the income-tax, in our fight for the whole of the jute 
export duty. T think we should show Hint a large sum of money is wanted 
for public health, medical, etc. So I want our Minister to fight for 
more grant and to see if we cannot raise a loan for this purpose. 

Mr. J. N. CUPTA: I heg to move that the demand of Rs. 35,86,000 
under the head “33 — Public Health” he reduced by Rs. 100 (inadequacy 
of the grant). 

Sir, I also wholeheartedly support the motion of my friend Mr. S. M. 
Bose and T want to draw the attention of the Hou>e to the need for a far 
greater amount of money for this basic department <>f the Government 
of Bengal. 1 am sure we shall all agree that health is the foundation 
of all schemes of national welfare, he it the improvement of education 
or the material advancement of the condition of the people. It is well 
known that Bengal is probably the unhealthiest i>art of India, and it 
is no wonder that our revenue is steadily decreasing and in some parts 
of the province the population is stagnant, if not actually decreasing. 
*1 am sure the attention of the Hon’hle Minister must have been drawn 
to the address of Sir James Megaw about the “planning of life” to 
save India from a Berious catastrophe. ITe has pointed out that Bengal 
of all the provinces of India is the most amemic and almost semi- 
starved, with the result that more than 60 per cent, of the people are 
in a chronic state of debility. He lias also pointed out that the 
vicious circle of poverty leads to disease and disease leads to poverty. 
He has recommended that there should he a complete and comprehensive 
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scheme to save the people from the grip of this vicious citcle and to 
restore in time the health and prosperity of the people. I am sure that 
though the Hon’ble Minister has done all he could under the present 
financial circumstances of the province, yet he would he most grateful 
if the House supported him to obtain a far larger grant so that this; 
department could work on far more comprehensive and adequate line#. 

I would personally like to see in each circle of the union boards a well- 
equipped medical institution, loth for preventive as well as curative* 
work, and that institution and its officers should co-ordinate their work 
with the local bodies — union boards, municipalities and district boards. 
It will not do for the Government simply to say that certain duties are 
the legitimate responsibility of the local Iwxlies and, therefore. Govern- 
ment can afford simply to look on. It is the duty of Government to 
stimulate these bodies and, if necessary, to place adequate funds at 
their disposal. No doubt some attempt in this direction is being made 
and small loans have been advanced to these bodies, but efforts on a 
small scale will have very little effect. Disease not only kills but 
emasculates the population so that they have no energy left either for 
earning more or for aspiring for a higher standard of life. From every 
point of view therefore this is the department which Government must 
feed most generously. I, therefore, strongly recommend that Gov. 
eminent should boldly go in for a large loan so that the sources of life- 
arid the vitality of the people might, be revivified. A\ e all welcome the 
appointment of a Commissioner for Rural Development, but as T have- 
said on a previous occasion this officer should not simply wait for the 
recommendations which would be made or which are about to he made 
by the Economic Board or by any other body. Surely, lie lias materials- 
enough already to start work if adequate finances arc placed at bis dis- 
posal. I think public health is the department along with agriculture 
and co-operation that would afford him the he-t and surest means of 
improving the moral and material condition of the people of the ruiat 
areas. I will not labour the point more, hut I would strongly urge that 
Government should have a complete and comprehensive scheme for 
dealing with the health problems of the province, and with that object 
they should at once raise a very large loan. Our revenues are steadily 
going down I admit, but the only way to resuscitate our revenues is U> 
go to the sources from which revenue can be raised and to raise the* 
health of the people so that they might work better and earn more and,* 
in time, produce more wealth and from that wealth the province wilF 
get more revenue. Unless that is done, I am sure it will not do to 
simply wait for doles from the Government of India. It is not the 
Permanent Settlement which is standing in the way of the province ii* 
getting that amount of revenue which it so badly needs, but it is the* 
dying and. decaving condition of the people that is responsible for it. 
If we want to see better days, we must improve the health of the 
people. 
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Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN Q^TTi Sir, I rise to give my 
gtneral support to the motion under discussion, and in doing so I draw 
the special attention ot my h on’ hie friend the Minister in charge to the 
quinine grant which appears on page 79 of the Government of Bengal 
budget. I draw the attention of the members here to the strange thing 
that we find there. The quinine grant which was Rs. 2,40,000 in the 
• budget for 1933-34 has now been reduced in the budget for 1934-3o to 
1,20,000, that is a reduction by half. In this connection I would 
point out that a serious difficulty lies somewhere else. The quinine 
that the Government of Bengal has to buy is a very costly commodity. 
In previous years I pointed out how it was possible to manufacture 
quinine at a much cheaper cost than the Government of Bengal has to 
pay at the present moment. Since then I have been trying to find 
out what were the actual bars that stood in the way of the price of 
quinine being cheaper in Bengal. Sir, I indicated the line last year 
and once more I would point out the difficulties which stand in the 
way of quinine being cheapened. The Hon’blc Minister will find that 
from a grant of Rs. 2,40,000 for quinine it has come down this year 
to Its. 1,20,000. Certainly it will not be contended that the necessity 
Tor quinine would be met even if there is only this sum of Ks. 1,20,000 
at the dis]>oflal of Government. Certainly it must he admitted that we 
•shall have to go on with a smaller quantity of quinine than what we 
require and what we should have bought hut for the reduction in the 
budget. It has been found from the report which is in my hands now, 
from the Government Cinchona Factory in Bengal, and the writer of 
that very clearly points out. that the price of quinine which was Rs. 20 
per lb. heforc has now been reduced to Rs. 19-8, and he takes some 
vredit in bringing it down. The writer has again pointed out — I am 
quoting from his report — “that the lack of proper organisation after the 
distribution should be recognised as one of the causes of these accumula- 
tions, and a resolution placing this finding on record was adopted." 
That was in a conference, Sir; then he points out that "although such 
an organisation had not taken shape by the end of the year and has 
v not. even now been in being, an alternative scheme whereby the trade 
will be invited to share in the distribution of India-grown quinine is 
now well under way and may help towards the solution of the stock pro- 
blem." Here he refers to certain stocks lying rotting which the Gov- 
ernment of India did not sell for reasons of their owm, and the Govern- 
ment of Bengal too cannot get that quinine for use, but has to buy 
perhaps imported quinine at a higher rate. This is, Sir, an anomalous 
condition and should not be allowed to exist any more. If my friends 
who are interested in the question will look into it properly, they will 
be surprised to find that outside India there is an organisation of 
manufacturers of quinine which is known as Quina Bereauh. The 
* people interested in the manufacture of this are Dutchmen, not even 
any British subject. 1 These Dutch people are manufacturing quinine 
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and they practically lidld theponopoly in quinine in the world. I under- 
stand that the only Britisher* associated with these Dutchmen are 
Messrs. Howard and Co., whose name we all have heard — they are Dig 
dealers of quinine. The Dutchmen are manufacturing quinine in 
Java and other places all outside India; large quantities are manu- 
factured and the prices of quinine are kept up according to the sweet 
will and propensity of these manufacturers. The Government of India 
and the Government of Bengal have to purchase quinine at Rs. 2(> p*f 
lb. which has now been reduced to Rs. 19-8 per lb. I once again 
the Hon’ble Minister to tell us if it is possible for the people of Bengal' 
to pay Rs. 19-8 per lb. for quinine. I pointed out last year that after 
rice and cloth we have to think ot quinine. The poor cannot buy quinine 
and the Government must help them. So it is ridiculous that only 
Rs. 1,20, 000 has been provided for the Government’s quinine require- 
ments of Bengal. Sir, I was looking through the proceedings of the 
last budget session and I did not find that there was any answer to my 
question and nobody had the courage to say that I was wrong nor any 
satisfactory reply was given on behalf of Government. Now, 1 stand 
before the House and protest that that state of affairs still continues. 
(Quinine, as I have just said, after rice, bread and cloth, is the most 
important thing to us people of malaria-stricken Bengal. Poor men 
who even cannot buy rice sufficient for their full requirements, have 
to find five or six pice to buy quinine from the local post offices in order 
to get rid of the shivering ague fits of malaria; otherwise, they will 
not be able to go out for their work or even go out of their rooms. Sir, 
under these circumstances, it is not difficult to realise what would be 
the condition of these poor men whose quinine grant is reduced. Sir, 

I know the position of the Hon’hle Minister and I sympathise with 
him: T know that he is very anxious to get as much money as possible 
for the health of the people of the province, but perhaps circumstances 
■over which ray friend has no control have compelled him to accept 
the reduction of grant; hut. Sir, we must express our great regret that 
the quinine grant should he reduced. Whatever this may he, I am 
prepared to come to the rescue and suggest means by which cheaper 
quinine could be available; why should there he a monopoly for sell- 
ing quinine? (A voicf: “Contract, contract.”! I do not know that, 
but if it is so, I call it an unholy contract and do not know why should 
such contracts he given to a monopoly company. Here, Sir, a vast 
number of people of Bengal are dying, and I may quote from tlys 
official report the true state of things: The annual number of malaria 
cases is given at one hundred million; but this number, apart from 
cases of mortality from other diseases brought into hospitals, is criti- 
cised as being possibly an underestimate. 

It is a question of life and death for one hundred millions of the 
people o t India. If that be so, is it necessar> that we should try to , 
cheapen the price of quinine. Quinine should be available (or eal# 
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at Rs. 2-8 or Rs. 3 a pound, so that anybody who requires quinine may 
be able to get it without difficulty. Maf I ask what the Government 
of Bengal has done for cheapening quinine? For the last three years 
I have been asking questions and suggesting means, but no answer is 
given to me except, I think, the only reply given by Sir B. B. Ghosh 
last year that my information was not correct. Might I ask if anybody 
could contradict me when I say that there is such a thing as Quina 
Bereauh and that some Dutchmen and Messrs. Howard and Co. sell 
it at their own price in India? Sir, the cinchona hark is not allowed 
to be sold to us; although cinchona bark is produced in different 
centres in India, it is not allowed to be used by us for manufacturing 
purposes : it is rotting, but there is no arrangement for its distribution; 
nothing is done for its private manufacture in India. I could have- 
understood, Sir, if it had been 20 years back when India was industrial- 
ly backward and when it might not have been possible to manufacture 
quinine in India. But is it not time now* that some arrangement should 
be made for the manufacture of quinine from cinchona bark in India? 
Who has not heard of the manufacturing chemists — I mean Messrs. 
Smith, Stun is t root and Co.; the Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical 
Works; B. K. Paul and Co.; Standard Drug Co. ? Who does not know 
that there are many ehemi.>ts who are competent enough to manufacture 
quinine in India? But the stumbling block is that they cannot get 
cinchona hark. You cannot ask them to begin the cultivation of 
cinchona lmrk as it will not he ready till after 10 or 12 years for manu- 
facturing quinine: that would he unreasonable. Give them cinchona 
baik and see if they cannot manufacture quinine. I am sure, Sir, that 
Messrs. Smith, Stauistreet, and Bengal Chemical Works are quite 
competent, to manufacture quinine at once. I am speaking of Bengal, 
but there are others in other pro\inees of India who may he competent 
to prepare quinine. I may tell the House that no attempt has so far 
been made in this direction by the Government. 1 do not see why now' 
an attempt should not be made to cheapen the price of quinine. I ask. 
the ITon’hle Minister to look into the matter. I suggest that a repre- 
sentation should he made to the Government of India to the effect that 
in the present state of affairs in Bengal it is essential to manufacture 
quinine in India, I know, Sir, that it is for the Government of India 
to deal w’ith the question of cinchona bark, but why not, make a respect- 
ful representation to them, pointing out the necessity of cheapening 
quinine and the fusibility of its manufacture in Bengal? The 
Retrenchment Committee recommended — and Khan Bahadur Azizul 
Haque and Mr, J. N. Basil will perhaps bear me out — the sale of 
cinchona bark in India, but the recommendation was turned down. 
Sir, if anybody wants to manufacture quinine here but cannot get 
cinchona bark, there is no help. The insinuation would naturally be 
that the Government of India is particularly auxious to help Howard 
and Co., aud others who are holding the key to the situation so far aa 
quinine is concerned ; they w ill not allow cinchona bark to be sold to 
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anybody else ; although it is lying rotting, India cannot get the benefit 
of it. Sir, I once more ask for an answer and I hope it should be 
forthcoming or something practical should be done. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: In rising to support the motion 
I do not want to repeat what I have been saving in this Council at 
every budget session, that the amount spent on public health in Bengal 
is much too inadequate. 


Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Rather utterly inadequate. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I accept the emendation of my 
friend, Sir, and say that it is utterly inadequate; when one remembers 
that for a population of 50 millions the amount budgeted for is about 
31 millions only, that is to say, a magnificent sum of 3 pice per head 
of the population for one of the unhealthiest tracts in India and when 
one remembers that the entire “Public Health” budget is less than 2 
per cent, of the entire expenditure of the province, I shall not ask the 
House to calculate the percentage of expenditure on public health ter 
the expenditure on police. The health of the people, 1 submit, is 
certainly more important, especially in Bengal, than their pIijsicnF 
well-being, so far as law and order is concerned. Sir, I submit it is 
no use repeating these figures and these ratios year after year, because 
what- do we find? We find that the Ifon’ble Minister gets up in his 
place and savs — “because there is no money, T am content to mark time. 
It is enough that the expenditure on public health has not been further 
reduced and the Council should remn’n satisfied with that. I sub- 
mit, Sir, that the case is far worse than would justify this smug self- 
complacence of the Hon’hle Minister who has succeeded in keeping 
figures for the expenditure on public health at the level that lie has. 
I submit that while it is perfectly true that it is probably not possible 
for the transferred departments to get more money out of Government, 
yet expenditure on jails and police are hound to be excessive year after 
year. I also submit that rny good friend Mr. S. M. Bose has made out 
a very good case for the Hon’hle Minister to accept his suggestion that 
in order to save the lives of the people of Bengal, to make them fit 
live, and to make them fit for internment, he had better float a loan f 
I am not talking either against internments or justifying them but 
if the very low percentage of able-bodied youths, below 21 or above, 
are all interned bv the Government and if on account of ill-health th& 
rest of the population is interned in their homes by nature for good, 
then I should like to know for whose benefit these internments should 
take place at a colossal expenditure on police and jails? There will b* 
no policemen, no informers, no spies, no intelligence department* 
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remaining to4>e paid if those that are not ill are interned, and the rest 
of the population are too ill to move about. In the interests of the 
Department of Law and Order, I would ask the Hon'ble Minister to tell 
the Cabinet — that in the interests of the Departments of Law and Order 
at least — it is necessary to preserve the health of Bengal! We know, 
Sir, that the ravages of tuberculosis, ravages of leprosy, etc., are 
spreading in Bengal at alarming rates and the Hon’ble Minister has, 
on the floor of this House, acknowledged, times without number, that 
the provision for tuberculosis cases in hospitals is absolutely negligible. 
He has admitted in this House that several tuberculosis patients have 
had to be turned out from the Presidency General Hospital because of 
want of beds. I think that even in the eyes of the Hon’ble Minister 
the provision of accommodation for tuberculosis patients in the hospitals 
is absolutely negligible. I do not know whether there are more than 
20 beds in the Calcutta Medical College Hospitals. (Hat Bahadur 
Haridiian Durr: “There are about 30 beds in the Calcutta Medical 
College Hospitals”.) My friend Eai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt says 
that there are about 30 beds in the Calcutta Medical College Hospitals: 
that is all what Government have done for a premier city like Calcutta 
where the people flock from all over Bengal in order to have medical 
assistance. Sir, I am not going to tell the House of the incidence of 
tuberculosis in Bengal which I gave last last year, because it may be 
that the figures are not officially checked, but I hope the Hon’ble 
Minister will not say that the incidence of tuberculosis in Bengal is 
negligible. I know’ something about the incidence of tuberculosis, and 
I also know- of the helpful remedies which (‘an protect the people 
against tuberculosis, riz., sanatorium treatment for these cases for which 
there is practically no provision ; but it is certain that the ravages of 
tuberculosis are increasing by leaps and bounds, and I submit that the 
House will And to its arrangement that there is a provision of 
Es, 10,000 in the budget — and that too to the Tuberculosis Association 
of Bengal — and that there is practically no mention of any State aid 
for the provision of beds in hospitals. We have just heard, in the 
oourse of the last debate, that Government in the Medical Department 
have Wen successful in finding out another Es. 50,000 for a very 
laudable purpose. I hope, similarly, in the case of public health also 
the Hon’ble Minister will succeed in finding out some more funds to 
fight tuberculosis, to fight leprosy, and to combat malaria. If not, I 
Tiope, he will accept the suggestion so ably made by Mr. S. M. Bose 
and immediately float a loan for the purpose. 


Mtlllvi ABUt QUAftEM: Mr. President, Sir, 1 rise to give my 
support to the motion that has been moved by Mt. S. M. Bose, Sir, the 
grant under the head “Public Health” is utterly inadequate. In spite 
of the pleadings of the Hon’ble Minister I think, Sir, that the fact 
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remains that the grant is a mere trifle compared with the needs of the 
situation. The public health of this presidency is deteriorating as 
everybody knows. What the Government are spending to improve the 
sanitation and health of this province dwindles into insignificance com- 
pared with what they are spending on the police. There is one very 
serious point which has come to light in the speech of the Ilon’ble 
Minister. Last year the provision for supply of quinine end kahi~az<ir 
specifics was considerably greater than in previous years: this \ear it 
has been reduced by about half. Sir, there is absolutely no justifica- 
tion for disbursing the supply of quinine and cinchona. So tar as my 
district — I mean the Khulna district — is concerned, I might recall to 
the House that in answer to a question put to the Hon’ble Minister by 
myself, it was admitted by the Ilon’ble Minister that kaln-azur had 
actually increased in the district of Khulna: the same is true as 
regards malaria. The thnna * of Satkhira and Kalaroa are notorious hot- 
beds of malaria and kahi-azar. There has been a decrease ot population 
in the two tharuis during the last decade. Sir, in support of this state- 
ment I may refer to the remarks of Mr. Porter, made in his ( ensus 
Report, about this decrease: The cause is certainly the ravages of kala- 
azar and malaria. Malaria and knln-nzar may have decreased in other 
districts, but so far ns my district is concerned there is no sign ot any 
check to these scourges. Government, therefore, should nut have 
decreased the grant for quinine and cinchona. Sir, last year it was 
understood that if the ex]x»riment with a particular drug in some 
thann in the district of Burdwnn proved successful, it would lie tried 
in other parts of Bengal. Now, we are told, the experiment would he 
refloated in the same area this year. Tt is not known how. long it 
would take to pronounce finally ujmui the experiment. It the exf^rimenf 
proves a success, no time should lie lost to extend it t;» other malarious 
parts of Bengal, particularly my district. 

As regards the grants that are made to the district hoards for anti- 
malarial purposes, I submit, that we in Khulna have tin* unfortunate 
and bitter experience that these grants are a sheer waste of money. 1 
might, perhaps, inform the Tlon’tde Minister in charge of the Local 
Self-Government Department that the District Board of Khulna 
declined this year to accept an> money from Government by way of 
anti-malarial grant. They were convinced of the inutility of such 
grants, and, accordingly, they refused to accept the grant. The dis- 
trict boards are required t > grant an amount out of the District Fund 
equal to that granted by Government and distribute the whole amount 
among union boards for anti-malarial work. The work done does not 
touch even a fringe of the gigantic problem and really, much of the 
money is not spent for the purpose intended. Sir, if this anti-malarial 
grant wer? diverted to the purpose of augmenting and supplementing 
Hie funds of the charitable dispensaries and knla^ttar centres in Hie 
district, so that more quinine and more cinchona and hala^azar drugs 
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could be at their disposal for fighting epidemics of malaria and fcola- 
azar , then ‘that would be a far better way of spending the grant. Sir, 
I repeat that this anti-malarial grant does not touch even the very 
fringe of the most acute malaria problem with which Bengal is faced. 
The money is required to be spent merely in clearing some jungle and 
in sprinkling kerosine oil in tanks, rlobas , etc. But, to my mind, it 
appears to be a sheer waste of money because the grant is far too small 
and that even is not actually spent. The need of the hour is that 
more quinine and cinchona and kaln^azar drugs should be available 
for the villagers, so that they might to some extent protect themselves 
from the ravages of the two fell diseases of malaria and kala-azar . 
Well, Sir, Government ought to know that waste is taking place and 
should seriously reconsider the policy underlying the anti-malarial 
grants. If Government would place a larger supply of quinine and 
cinchona at the disposal of the charitable dispensaries, that would be 
a move in the right direction. 

Then, Sir, there is another point. I brought it to the notice of the 
Hon’ble Minister some time back that when there is an outbreak of 
malignant malaria or cholera in the rural areas, there is no adequate 
arrangement to combat tin* epidemic; sjieedy and generous assistance 
are not available for dealing with these terrible scourges. So far as 
the public health organisation in the different tinman is concerned, we 
find that a thana is too big a unit to be dealt with by one sanitary 
insjKM’tor and one assistant alone. It often happens that there are out- 
breaks of epidemics in several fMirts of a thana at the same time and 
one can well imagine how difficult, if not impossible, it is for only two 
officers to grapple with the problem. I think. Sir, that this question 
of the inadequacy of a public health grant is not properly appreciated 
by Government, otherwise more money would .surely he forthcoming. 
Sir, the problem of public health in Bengal is colossal, and it is to be 
deeply regretted that the disproportion between the measures which are 
being taken and the imperative needs of the situation is equally 
colossal. Sir, 1 urge with nil the earnestness I can command that the 
work done by the Public Health Department should be real, efficient 
and comprehensive, calculated to do genuine good to the people and 
to this end a vastly larger grant is essential. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. President, 
Sir, At the outset I must express mv thankfulness to the hon’ble mem- 
bers who have initiated this discussion and for offering some helpful 
suggestions. I must congratulate Mr. S. M. Bose, Mr. J. N. Gupta, 
and others for the friendly way in which they have criticised the 
activities of this department. They have improved the level of the 
debate, and Government fully appreciate the sentiments expressed by 
the hon’ble members. Sir, Mt. Bose’s suggestion is that Government 
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should float loans for carrying on public health policy. First of all, I 
may remind him that the Government of Bengal are not in affluent 
financial circumstances at present. They have not been able to 
balance their budget, and they have been carrying on the normal 
-expenditure of the province by overdrafts from the Government of 
India. So it would be difficult for this Government to approach the 
Government of India for further loans to increase the activities of any 
department unless they can impress on the Government of India that 
such an expenditure is absolutely necessary for carrying on the admin- 
istration of the province. Sir, the recurring expenditure of a Govern- 
ment cannot be carried on by loans. But if any new scheme can be 
initiated which would benefit not only the present generation but the 
future generations as well, certainly then* would l>e much justification 
for taking up that scheme through loans. But financially situated at 
present as we are. I see no pr >s|>eet of the Government of India agree- 
ing to any loan proposal for increasing our activities either in the 
Public Health Department or in any other department. So iur as we 
can afford it, we have advanced loans to some of the local bodies to 
improve their water-supply, and in my opening speech 1 fully explained 
that Government proposed to give much larger amounts as loans to 
some of the municipalities next year. There would lie a provision of 
Its. 2,90,000 against the provision of Its. 4.41,000. So Mmpe my 
friends will admit that this is an attempt in the direction they 
advocate. 

Mr. J. X. Gupta suggested that there should be an endeavour to 
secure more money for public health activities because public health is 
the real foundation on which the future of the province should be 
built. I entirely agree with him. Sir. I can assure everyone in this 
House that 1 hold exactly the same view as Mr. Gupta about the 
importance and usefulness of public health work. But wo cannot be 
carried awnv merely b\ sentiments. We have got to face \eiy hard 
facts. The present financial position of the Government cannot lie 
ignored, however much we might wish to do so. Government have 
undertaken some experiments, anti-malaria experiment, and if^ that 
experiment succeeds, whether it is carried on in Burdwan or in Khulna 
it does not matter, it is merely an experiment, it is not yet a curative 
measure, and if the financial position of the province improves, which 
I hope it will in the near future, there will be ample justification for 
initiating schemes covering a larger area. 

Mr. Gupta has said that he would like to have medical institutions 
in each union board areu. Sir, only a few years ago Government intro- 
duced the public health circles at a recurring expenditure of Its. 10 
lakhs. We have at present 575 such health units. It is a heavy 
expenditure, and it is a very large addition to the recurring expenditure 
under the ‘head “Public Health.” It is for the local bodies to co- 
operate and to take full advantage of these public health circles and 
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of the presence of these health inspectors and the public health assist- 
ants in charge of these public health circles. Sir, over and above this, 
Government every year help many young* men to pass out from the 
medical schools who are expected to settle down in the mufastal , so 
that cheap medical help may be available to the people in the country- 
side. Government bear large recurring expenditure in maintaining 
medical schools in the province. 

Sir, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt referred to the reduction in 
the quinine grant. First of all, I would remind him that this 
increased quinine grant was made not as a permanent grant, but it was 
only to increase the quinine habit of the people. The normal grant is 
Rs. 1,20,000 and that has been repeated in the next year’s budget. 
The addition that was made was only for one year, so that the people’s 
hnbit of taking quinine may increase. 


Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Ilow can habit be created in 
one year? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Just to initiate it, 
not that it would be a perfect experiment. As some additional quinine 
wns available, Government thought that they would be justified in 
making proper use of it. So there is no reduction in the normal quinine 
grant. I may impress on the House that the same amount, t.e. } 
Rs. 1,20,000, is going to he provided in the next year’s budget. 
Besides this, the augmentation grant is made to the district boards 
and they ore also exacted to spend a large amount in supplying 
quinine to their dispensaries and to the local people. So it is really 
Government that help the district boards in supplying the quinine to 
the people in rural areas, but only indirectly. 

Mr. N. K. Basu criticises the inactivities of this department with 
regard to measures against tuberculosis. There was no provision for 
controlling tuberculosis just two years ago, but since last year we have 
provided Rs. 10,000 for propaganda work against tuberculosis, and I 
am glad to say that the Bengal Tuberculosis Association find that 
amount very helpful in enabling them to carry on their propaganda 
work. Besides, this Rs. 10,000 Government have established their 
Publicity Department. We started it only a few years ago with one 
party; to-day we have 12 jmrties working in this province. Besides 
that, only recently we sent out one motor van with public health 
pamphlets and charts to disseminate knowledge about public health 
amongst the people, and I am glad to say that the van has been a 
great success. There are 30,000 tuberculosis cases in Calcutta at pre- 
sent. That is the figure given hv the Tuberculosis Association. So 
if we start one sanatorium with 50 beds or 150 beds, that will not even 
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touch the fringe of the problem. But Government follow the policy of 
prevention is better than cure. Prevention is more important in a 
problem like this than providing for a handful of patients. I only 
wish it were possible for Government to start sanatorium over and 
above the propaganda work that they have been carrying on or helping- 
other institutions to carry on. But on financial grounds, as is well 
known to the House, we cannot afford to be more generous at present; 
we have been trying our utmost. 

Mr. Abul Quasem remarked and so said Mr. N. K. Busu that the 
public health grant, though large, is utterly inadequate. I can only 
repeat the figures of last year. In 1921-22 the Public Health demand 
of this province was in the region of Its. 2»‘l lakhs. Look at the figure 
to-day it is nearly Its. 4H lakhs. That shows that the Government 
are not at all unmindful of the public health problems, and in spite of 
financial difficulties they have tried to push on the public health acti- 
vities and find money to carry on their work in this direction. Nobody 
minimises the usefulness of public health work. Nobody wants to 
ignore the fact that the future of the province de]>ends very largely on 
public health conditions in an unhealthy province like Bengal. It is a 
question of ways and means. If there are ways, there are no means 
at present. I can only repent that it is certainly a mattei of cntiie 
satisfaction to Government that they have been able to succeed in 
keeping the ex|K*mliture up to a certain level. 

Mr. Quasern said that he was assured that the anti-malaria exjs*ri- 
ment should he carried out only for one year in Burdwan, and then it 
would l>e transferred to another district. I do not remember to have 
given any such assurance. It is only fair that an experiment should be 
carried on under the* same conditions w-ithin the same area for a suffi- 
cient number of years, and the Sanitary Board, Colonel Sinton, the 
Director General of the Malaria Survey in India, and the Malaria 
Commissioner to the League of Nations, are all of opinion that it 
should be repeated in the same area and we have to follow’ the expert 
advice. This year there w-as some amount of bias against this experi- 
ment as was bound to be against a new thing. But this year’s result, 
I hope, w’ill convince those who have been benefited by the exjieri- 
rnent or those who had an opportunity of watching the experiment 
very closely, and next year there would tie better co-operation from the 
people, so that the experiment would Ik* a complete success and* 
it would enable Government to draw' definite inference from the 
experiment. 

Mr. Quasem has also suggested that in Khulna district the anti- 
malaria grant is wasted and his district board is of opinion that the 
money should not be spent on anti-malaria grants but should be trans- 
ferred to the quinine grant. 
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Maulvi ABUL QUASEM: On a point of order, Sir. 1 did not say 
that; I said that Government gave a certain amount to the district 
hoard to be spent on anti-malaria activities and the district board 
accepted that amount, but the district board carried out the work and 
had to pay for it out of their own pockets. 

(The Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

After adjournment. 

(The time-limit for the discussion of the head having been reached, 
the guillotine was applied.) 

Mr. S. M. Bose’s motion was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn. 

Mr. J. N. Gupta’s motion was then put and lost. ' . 

The main demand under the head 44 33- — Public Health was then 
put and agreed to. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

34 — Agriculture. 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Sir, 
on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, 1 l>eg to move 
that a sum of Rs. 21,87,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head “34 — Agriculture.” 

The chief variations in the budget have been explained in the 
financial statement, and 1 shall confine my remarks to the main points 
relating to the budget. As explained by the Hon’ble Finance Member 
in his budget speech, the budget for 1934-35 has been prepared under 
most depressing conditions and consequently utmost economy had to 
be exercised in framing it. 

Turning to retrenchment, I may mention that the ltangpur Cattle 
Farm has been closed down chiefly on the ground of the unsuitability 
of the farm as a breeding centre, as represented by the departmental 
experts including the Animal Husbandry Expert to the Imperial Council 
of Agricultural Research. The work of cattle-breeding has now been 
centralised at the Cattle Section in the Dacca Farm, a number of cattle 
having Wen transferred to it from ltangpur. With regard to the 
question of curtailment of the activities of the Sericultural Depart- 
ment, it has been found possible to abolish five sericultural nurseries 
and ono post of Superintendent of Sericulture. In coming to this 
decision, Government have been impressed with the necessity of cur- 
tailing expenditure as much as possible consistently with the carrying 
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on of the essential activities of the Sericultural Department and, in 
the interest of those engaged in the silk industry in Bengal, main- 
taining the supply of pure line anti disease-free seed cocoons in the 
province by encouraging larger production of disease-free seed by- 
selected rearers under departmental supervision and control. The 
ultimate saving effected so far under the head “34 — Agriculture” by- 
retrenchment amounts to Its. 1,53,108. 

Although financial stringency' has unfortunately proved a serious 
handicap to work of 4$ v <d°puicnt, 1 am glad to be in a position to 
assure the Council that progress continued to be maintained. It lias 
also been possible to initiate important schemes of agricultural aud 
veterinary research. As indicated in the financial statement, six 
schemes of agricultural research and one scheme for veterinary 
♦research have been provided for in the budget. Another scheme for 
fruit research at Krishnagur has also been finally sanctioned, and a 
horticultural station is being established at Krislumgar at a capital 
cost of Ks. 19,150 and a recurring cxjsMiditurc of Rs. 51,700 over a 
period of five years. The schemes relating to investigation into rice, 
sugarcane, fruit and animal diseases are of special interest to the 
province. The investigation of fruit cultivation is of importance in 
view of the fact that the province spends large sums annually on im- 
ported fruits. It is hoped that the scheme for research on rice which 
has been started on an elaborate scale at the ('hin.suru and Bunkum 
Farms, will result in the introduction of improved strains of trade rice 
in Western Bengal and will thereby stimulate the export rf this class 
of rice which has decreased considerably m recent veins. The 
Veterinury Disease Investigation Officer is now engaged in working out 
the best method of applying the “serum simultaneous” inoculation 
under field conditions in rural Bengal. This method of inoculation 
confers long immunity on cattle from rinderpest. It is 1io|hm1 that us 
a result of the exj>eriments it will be {sensible to reduce the cost of this 
method. Another important item of work which is being taken up 
is the improvement of hill cottons for which a c apital grant of Rs. 300 
and a recurring grant of Rs. 18,540 for a jieriod of five years have 
beell obtained from the Indian Central Cotton Committee. The cotton 
produced in the hills is of a very shoit. staple, whic h makes it unsuit- 
able for spinning, and the object of the investigation is to evolve a 
long staple cotton suitable to the hill tracts. An investigation into 
the local consumption of cotton in Bengal is also being financed by the 
Indian Central Cotton Committee who have sanctioned Rs. 2,500 for 
the purpose. 

In my r budget speech last year, 1 had occasion to explain in detail 
the position in regard to the cultivation of sugarcane and the manu- 
facture of sugar in this presidency. I am glad to be able to inform 
the House that progress in these directions has continued to be made. 
31 ♦ 
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The acreage under cane has increased by 25 per cent, during the last 
four years. As a result of departmental propaganda, there has been 

* a remarkable extension of the area under Coimbatore cane in the pr<x 
vinee. It is estimated that improved sugarcane is now grown on an 
ar$a of 1,25,000 acres. There has also been an increased demand for 
cuttings of Coimbatore 213 sugarcane. In 1932-33, thirteen lakhs of 
cuttings were supplied from Government farms, while 75 lakh# of 
cuttings are reported to have been exchanged or sold by cultivators 
already growing the crop. A recent survey of sugarcane ttUcts has 
revealed that compact areas can be found in various parts of the dis- 
tricts of Rnngpur, Bogra, Rajshahi, Dinajpur and Malda in the Raj- 
shahi Division; Faridpur, Dacca and Mvmensingh in the Dacca Divi- 
sion; Nadia, Jessore, Murshidabad and the 24-Parganas in the Presi- 
dency Division; and Burdwan in the Burdwan Division. The supply 
of cane in the local areas is reported to be sufficient for the establish-* 
mcnt of uj^to-date sugar factories. The Agricultural Engineer has 
been devoting his continued attention to exj>eriments in the crushing 
of cane and the manufacture of <jur and sugar. The cane-crushing 
mill designed by lum was further improved with satisfactory results* 
its capacity was not below 30 mounds of cane per hours while 44 
mounds was the maximum, and the maximum extraction rose To 
74 per cent. Improvements have also been made in the rab furnace. 

A [lower-driven pug mill and an improved type of molasses furaiwfce 
have also been designed and installed. It is reported that during the 
last year over thirty-two open [kid factories were in operation in the 
province and three large vacuum jwn factories were under construction. 
Eleven open pan factories have utilised machinery wholly or partly 
designed by the Agricultural Engineer. Thirty-two 1-ton mills made 
to the design of the Agricultural Engineer have been sold a* also 
li boiling plants constructed to his design. Provision has been wade* 
in the budget now before the House for the installation of un uj>- to-date 
10-ton sugar factory for the [nirpose of demonstration at the Berh&m- 
pore harm, where arrangements for making sugar already exist. ' 
Unless a profitable means of the utilisation of sugarcane for the produc- 
tion of sugar can Ih> demonstrated to the public, it is apprehended that 
the possibilities of sugarcane as a revenue crop in Bengal might be 
jeopardised. Accordingly, the Agriculture Department have been 
advocating the establishment of sugur mills. 

, I am glad to be able to inform the House that as a result of the 
activities of the department towards the agricultural developmattiof the 
country, there has been a rapid increase in the number of private farms 
which form an important link between the departmental farms and the 
cultivators. In 1932-33 remarkable progress was made in the intro- 
duction of departmental varieties of paddy seed which are grown on 
in area of 9,000 biyhn* in 228 centres and of which the yield was 15,500 
m&unds. It is reported that 7} lakhs of acres are under departmental 
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paddy. A pleasing feature was that, among other agencies, union 
boards and co-operative societies played an important part a$ jjkp 
agencies for the multiplication of departmental seeds. The question of 
introduction of fodder crops is also engaging attention. Napier grass 
has already been introduced; in 1932-33 about 80, 000 cuttings of thir 
grass were distributed. 

The scheme for the training of bhadralok youths in practical agri- 
culture at the Faridpur Farm is being continued. Five hatches of five 
yo&ths have completed their training and kha 4 mahal lands have 
been or* are about to be settled with them. The youths with whom 
lands have already been settled are now growing different varieties of 
departmental crops on their lands. The total number of high English 
and jniddle English school* with agricultural classes now* in existence 
in this province is 57, including 14 in which classes were opened in 
January, 1933. About 2,000 boys have so fur received training in 
agriculture — both practical and theoretical. It is hoj*Ml that with the 
agricultural bias given in the schools an increased numl>er of students 
wi if take to agricultural farming as their profession. 

* ' -V 

The concentrated work of the two live-stock officers — one in charge 
of # th$ Malda-Kajshahi area, and the other in charge of the Uooghly- 
Nadia area — shows good results. There are 1G1 stud bulls in the 
fblllker area, while there are 97 stud-bulls in the latter 
area*. The district boards of Kajshahi and Mu Ida have each 
contributed Its. 500 a year towards the work of cattle improvement in 
fbeir districts. 

the House is aware, the co-operative movement in Bengal is 
passing through a crisis owing to the prevalent economic distress con- 
sequent on the slump in prices of agricultural produce during recent 
years. As a result, the credit of the agriculturist has been greatly 
reduced and the loans contracted by him at a time when money was 
easily available cannot be met by him after meeting the expenses of 
his own living at the present moment when money is scarce. This 
has necessitated the provision of long term credit for the relief of the 
agriculturist. It has, therefore, been decided to establish five land 
mortgage banks as an experimental measure on co-operative lines in 
selected centres, two of which have already been started — one at 
('Omilla and the other at Mymensingh — and the third will lie in Pabnu. 
It is proposed to start the remaining banks during the ensuing financial 
year. 

The post of Deputy Registrar which was abolished on the recom- 
mendation of the Retrenchment Committee of 1923 has been revived 
for assisting the Registrar in the control of these hanks as well as in 
his general duties. Government have undertaken to assist the banks 
for the first. three years of their existence with such financial assistance 
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aa may be found necessary to make them run without loss. A sum of 
Be. 40,000 has been provided, subject to the vote of the Council, 
towards the cost of the staff of these land mortgage banks. 

# The capital required by these banks will be raised by the issue of 

* debentures by the provincial co-operative bank. Government have also 
undertaken to guarantee the interest on the debentures to the extent 
of 12} lakhs of rupees and for the entire period of the currency of 
the debentures. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I will now take up the motions for reduction. 

Motions for rkdvction. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H. I beg to move that the de man d of 
Its. 5,280 under the head “84 A — Agriculture — Superintendence — Other 
gazetted officers” be reduced by Ite. 1 (to discuss the necessity of Intro- 
ducing sericulture and establishing model sericulture farms in the dis- 
tricts of Jessore, Nadia and other suitable districts of Bengal). * 

Sir, us my motion indicates, there is sericulture in existence in some 
other districts in Bengal, as for instance, the district of Malda, and next 
to Malda comes Murshiduhad as the district in which sericulture is still 
in existence. Sir, the sericulture industry of Bengal was once a 
flourishing industry. It produced wealth not only for the growers who 
produced silk in their homes but also for those who sold the fine silk 
fabrics and sent them to distant parts of the world. It has brought 
plenty and riches to many a home and as a home industry there is noth- 
ing like sericulture to equal it. 1 hope the Hon’ble Minister and his 
department know very well that in Malda and Murshidabad no great 
attempts have been made to help the people in starting this industry*. 
The peasants of Murshidabad and Malda have adapted this as a cottage 
industry* to their needs and as by their habits from generations they 
were trained to produce silk and cocoon, they easily took to it. If this 
system is introduced in other parts of Bengal, it will greatly help in 
diminishing the economic distress that is prevalent in Bengal. I my- 
self have been to Malda and Murshidabad and have seen many of the 
silk-producing firms — of course it will not be proper to describe them 
as firms or rather the silk-producing home industry. The peasants 
themselves along with their womenfolk rear the caterpillars and the 
ailk-w’orms, being fed on the proj>er plants, produce cocoons and from 
that silk is made. I may mention that the soil and climate of Nadia 
and Jessore are not different from that of Malda and Murshidabad, and 
if silk can be produced in Malda and Murshidabad, I believe thaj. with 
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proper experiment and necessary attention being given by the depart* 
ment, silk can also be very well produced in these districts. Of course 
I am not certain as regards districts where the water and the air is 
rather saltish — I mean the southern part of Khulna, but there are other # 
parts of Khulna where sericulture may be carried on with profit. I an>* 
not aware whether healthy silk-worms can he bred in the eastern district 
where the climate is rather moist, but if the department can produce n 
variety of silk which will be able to withstand the peculiarities of cli- 
mate, I think it will be possible to produce silk in other parts of Bengal. 
So far as these two districts are concerned, I know that in the jungles 
of Nadia and Jessore a sort of coarse silk is produced, and 1 doubt not 
that if it is improved, it can he made into a commodity of great value, 
just as the tea leaves growing in the wilds of Assam were improved 
into the present day tea. These fucts conclusively prove that silk cnn 
also be produced in the districts of Jessore and Nadia. 

Sir, 1 may briefly describe the method, which is very simple. There 
is a plant called mulberry plant, and which is grown just as other 
plant® are grown, namely, on the soil, but if you grow it in a house it 
would Ik* all the better, for there is a danger of the works being eaten 
up by birds, though it is not a fact that in the open air the worms can- 
not grow on the mulberry plant. Therefore, it would he l>elter if they 
w T ere grown in a house. In that house as soon ns worms come out of 
their eggs they are fed on mulbeiry plant and in course of time they 
grow big 

Reverend B. A. NAC: Is it not like a led me dolhered to school 
and college hoys? 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H : Well, Sir, there ate people who 
earn their ignorance right up to their old age. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Reverend Mr. Nag is not old ; he lias what 1 
may call fraudulent grey hair, daughter.) 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Sometimes appeuranees betray, Sir, 
but apart from the questionable age or wisdom of my friend, 1 may say 
in short that as these caterpillars grow up they leave their cocoon* and * 
silk in the usual wav, which everyone knows, and I would suggest that 
if proper attention is given by the department along with their agricul- 
tural farms, which exist almost at even' district headquarters, if they 
issue instructions to their agricultural officers to undertake this parti- 
cular experiment just as they undertake experiments with regard to the 
growing of a particular variety of sugarcane, etc., or of other field pro- 
duct!, in order to set an example to the people, if they set up model 
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producing farms for sericulture and show the people hosr mulberry 
‘ plant grows and how out of them insects or worms can be fed and silk 
produced, then that will be a very great help to people whp may be will- 
ing to learn the art. It is a very ancient art, Sir, and if I had more 
lime at my disposal, I could have given a very lucid history of it, in 
spite of the fear of incurring the displeasure of grey hairs. If tiiis is 
done, then it will be of great economic help to the people, who may be 
able to learn its advantages as a cottage industry and their female folk 
will also be able to help them. Moreover, the cost is very low. I may 
say that by building a sericulture factory at Beldanga a Muhammadan 
gentleman has amassed fabulous wealth, not less than one or two crores. 
There is another man who too has become verv rich . 


Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. We will hear of your El Dorado 
to-morrow. (Laughter.) 


Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Friday, the 23rd 
March, 1934, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House?* 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 23rd March, 1933, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon 'hie Raja Sir M\nmuhia Nath Rat 
Chaudhuri, kt., of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 88 nominated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Holding of court late in the evening by the Second Offloer, Satkhira. 

* 148 . Maulvi AZIZUR RAHMAN: (a) Is the Hvu'ble Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department aware — 

(i) that the Second Officer of Satkhira used to hold the court every 
day late in the evening during t he whole month of Ramsan 
to the great disadvantage of lioth Muslim lawyers and their 
Muslim clients who observed fust in the last month of 
Ramzan ; and 

(it) that the said Second Officer did not even grant the Muslim 
clerks and allow the Muslim lawyers exemption to abstain 
from attending the court on the f7th day of January, 1934, 
as a special holiday for the Muslims for the Id day this 
year? 

{b) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 
instructions to the said Second Officer of Satkhira to give proper 
facility to the Muslim legal practitioners and Muslim litigating public* 
for prayer in the afternoon and in the evening? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, do 
the Government propose taking against the said Second Officer of 
Satkhira? 

MEMBkR in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (thi 
Hon’ble Mr. R. N. Rtilf)S («)(*) The officer in question was not 



QUESTIONS. 


468 


[23hd Ma*.,^ 


stationed at Satkhira for more than half of the month of Ramzan. 
It is correct that he sat late on certain days of that month, but he did 
so with the consent of the parties, in order to dispose of long-pending 
eases, and avoid further adjournments. 

w 

(ii) This officer was absent from Satkhira on the 17th January 
1934. * 


(b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Matllvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Is it a fact that the last Id holi- 
days were arranged according to the convenience of the week-end and 
not according to the convenience of Muhammadan prayers ? 


Th® Hon’ble Mf# R. N. REID: Need I answer this question, Sir? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: (To the Hon'ble Mr. Reid) I think it is more 
a joke than a question. 


Scheduled castes. 

•147. Rai Sahib 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: (a) Will the Dou ble 

Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(/) the names of castes who are included in the list of the 
“Scheduled Castes” ; and 

(ii) the names of such castes that are considered a* “Backward” or 
Depressed classes for the purpose of appointment in 
Government services? 

(M NV hat is the difference, it an\, between the terms “Depressed 
classes” and “Backward classes” for appointment in Government 
services? 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: </,) (/) The list has not yet been 
finally approved, and Government are therefore unable to publish it. 

(//) The member is referred to the list of “Minority Communities 
and Backward ("lasses” in Schedule II of the Recruitment Rules for 
the Provincial Services, a copy of which is placed on the Library table 
and to the list attached to Government order No. 3540A., dated the 28th 
April, 1931, as regards appointment to ministerial posts. 

(b) The term “Depressed classes” is not used in connection with 
appointment to Government service. 
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Can (Amendment) Bill, 1934. 

*149. Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: Will 

the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased 
to gjkate — 

(?) when the recently passed Cess (Amendment) Act will come into 
operation ; and 

(it) what are the districts which will he taken up for revaluation 
according to the Cess Act? 

Mfe Oe Me MARTIN.' {?) As the House is aware, the Bill has been 
returned to the Council with a recommendation. 

(ti) Does not at present arise. 

* Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Has the Bill been 
returned as a recommended Bill? 

Mr. 0. M. MARTIN: Yes 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Bill be treated 

under section or under section 00 of the Act? 


Mr. 0. M. MARTIN: Voder section GO. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: V it not a tact that 
under section GO tlm Bill is to be returned foi ie« nnsiderutinu ami it is 
not to be treated as a recommended Bill? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think it is necessary to go into that 
question at this stage us it is more or less a point of view which can 
be disposed of when it arises. 

Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I should like to know 
whether the Bill comes to us as a recommended Bill or only as a Bill, 
for reconsideration ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It has already been pointed out that it has 
been sent back under section 60 of the Buies and Standing Orders. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: bo it has been sent for 
reconsideration and not as a recommended Bill. 
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Disposal of forfaited firearm. 

•140. , Mr* H. R. NORTON: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that Government are selling by private treaty and/or at public 
auction firearms forfeited or seized from licensees and others? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon%le 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the 
past 12 months — 

(i) the number of weapons so sold; 

(it) the amount credited to Government by such proceeds; and 

(tit) the average price realised per weapon ? 


( c } Is the Hon'ble Member aware that S. B. guns and I). B. guns 
can be purchased privately from certain court malkhanas at ridiculously 
low prices, in some instances as low as Its. 2 for S. B. guns and Its. 5 
for I). B. guns? 

(d) Huve the Government considered the loss involved by such 
procedure in customs duty alone, where the purchaser would invariably 
obtain his firearms from a licensed dealer on which a minimum import 
duty of Its. 18-12 per weapon is levied on the cheapest class to 40 per 
cent, and 50 per cent, on firearms of an imported value exceeding 
Ha. 40 and over, apart from the increased income-tax dealers would bo 
liable to pay by such additional sales? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability that all 
weapons forfeited to Government and which cannot be utilised for any 
department of the Government should not be sold in any way what- 
soever but forthwith destroyed, not only in the interests of Govern- 
ment revenue but also for the gun-dealers in general? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that gun-dealers are suffering 
beavily owing to the political situation and the restrictions in the 
issue of licenses? 


MEMBER ill oharge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’M# 
Mr. R. N. Raid): (ti) and (c) Confiscated and forfeited firearms, with 
the exception of rifles of prohibited bores and revolvers and pistols, are 
sold by public auction. In a few cases weapons have been sold by 
private treaty to Government servants. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 
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(<*)» ( e ) an ^ if) The matters referred to entail considerations on 
which the Local Government alone are not competent to come to a 
decision, but they will receive attention. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of starred question 
Ao. 149, showing the number of weapons sold during the past 
**, twelve months, the amount credited to Government by such proceeds 
and the average price realised per weapon. 

f. r % 

Number of weapons — 812. 

Amount credited to Government — U h. 7,830-1. 

Average price realised per weajxm — Rs. 9-10. 

Mr. H. R. NORTON: Does the llon’ble Member think that the 
prices realised are less than half the custom duty that would have been 
paid for the least expensive among them? Does he think that a fair 
price was obtained by auction ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: That is a matter of opinion and 
not a request for information. 


Forfeited flreerme* 

•150. Mr. H. R. NORTON: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Police Department be pleused to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing for the past 12 months the number of weapons — 

(1) rifles, 

(2) guns, 

(3) revolvers and pistols seized, forfeited or deposited to Govern- 

ment with the exception of the district of Chittagong? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the unsold 
weapons each year are actually destroyed in accordance with the Gov- 
ernment rules at present in force? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negutive, what is the quantity of 
weapons which are still held over in the various court malkhanas ? 

( d ) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether all rifles 
of prohibited bores and revolvers and pistols forfeited and/or seised by 
Government are duly sent each year to the Ordnance Officer designated 
for that purpose, to be broken up and destroyed? 
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(e) If the answer to ( d ) is in the affirmative, what is^the quantity 
sent for that purpose during the past 3 years? 

if) If the weapons referred to in (d) have not all been so sent to the 
Ordnance Offioer, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state — 

(i) how many weapons are still held in the various malkhanas ; 

(ii) whether the Government orders on this subject have been com- 

plied with; and \ 

(w) whether in view of the possibility of terrorist raids on such 
malkhanas the Government are considering the desirability 
of taking steps for a strict compliance with their orders on 
the subject? 

The Hon'ble Mr. R. N. Reid: (a) and ( e ) A statement is laid on the 
* table. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) Does not arise. 

(d) Yes. 

(/) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question A 'o. 150 (a) and (<?), 
shotnny the number of weapons deposited , seized and forfeited 
for the past twelve months, anil the number of weapons sent 
to the Ordnance Officer, Fort William , Calcutta , duriny the past 
three years for dest ruction (excepting Chittagong). 

Number of weapons deposited, seized and forfeited for the past 
twelve months — 

Rifles— 272. 

* Guns — 3,705. 

Revolvers and pistols — 530. 

Number of weapons sent to the Ordnance Officer during the past 
three years for destruction — 658. 

Mmivi EYED MAJID BAK8H: From whom were these rifles 
confiscated ? 


Thi Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID. I want notice. 
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Mr. H. 9i MORTON: Out of 4,500 guns only 658 are said to have 
been A&stroySd during the last three years. In answer to the preced- 
ing question it was stated that 812 have been sold. Am I to under- 
stand that 350 are now lying with Government ? 

Thi Hofl’bto Mr. R. N. REID: I understand they have been 
destroyed locally. 

* Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is it not a tac t that the 
confiscated guns remain the property of Government until thev are 
sold? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Y es, and the\ are kept for one 
year or so — up to a certain date, I think. The time may be extended, 
however. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: That being so. is it not 

open to the original possessor to sell it at his own price? 

The Hoffble Mr. R. N. REID: Yes. 

Mr. H. R. NORTON: ( "an the llon’hlo Member assure us that all 
the rifles confiscated within the last 12 months have been destto\ed? 

The Hoifble Mr. R. N. REID: Y es, the\ have all been destroyed. 

I gave that assurance just now. Those that were not sold have been 
destroyed. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Lit •eases for over 272 ritles were 
issued; may I inquire to whom these licenses were issued? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: To suitable persons, Sir. 

Readjittiment of teats in municipalities. 

*151. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: (a) Will the Hon'Me 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing - # 

(t) the names of municipalities in which the number of nominated 
commissioners have been fixed at more than one-third of 
the statutory provision; 

(«) the nature of recommendations received from those munici- 
palities for the readjustment of number of commissioners in 
* which provision has been made for seats for the minority 
communities; and 
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t . $ * 

(Hi) the reaaon for reS3ju»tm«il of the seats agamst* the recom- 
mendations ot tie ctS^ittiaaioners & 

* 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of a feeling of l|Bentmeattt that 
exists over the way in which provisions have been ¥ made for the 
readjustment of seats? 

( c ) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of instituting an enquiry* into the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (,/)(/) A list 
of municipalities, in which the number of nominated commissioners 
has been increased under the provisions of section 18(7) (i) of the 
Bengal Munici]xil Act, 1932, beyond the statutory' proportion, is placed 
on the table. 

(11) and (in) Provision for reservation of seats for the minority 
community has lveen made in T7 municipalities. Information required 
by the member in resect of each such case is not readily available, 
nor can such information be compiled without an exjxmditure of time 
and labour which, in the opinion of Government, would be dispro- 
portionate to its value. 

The allocation of seats Ixjt h general and reserved among wards in 
oh municipality has been made in accordance with the jxqnilation or 
the number of rate-payers in the different wards, the amount of rates 
paid and the general importance of each ward; and after giving full 
consideration to the recommendations made by the local bodies con- 
cerned and by the local officers. 

(b) and (c) No. 


lift referred to m clause (a) (t) of starred question So. 151 , showing 
the names of municipalities in which proportion of appointed com - 
mission ers has been increased under section 1S ( •/) (?) of the Bengal 
Municipal Act, 1932. 


1. 

Ranignnj. 

7. 

Bhadreswar. 

13. 

Naihati. 

2. 

Champdauy. 

8. 

Budge-Budge. 

14. 

Halis&har. 

3. 

Bansberia. 

9. 

Baranagar. 

15. 

Bhatpara. 

4. 

Serampore. 

10. 

Kanchrapnia. 

16. 

Karaarhati. 

5. 

Uttarpora. 

11. 

Garulia. 

17. 

Dum-Dum. 

6. 

Rishra-Konnagar 

12. 

Tittagarh. 

18. 

Khulna. 


19. Narayanganj. 
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MUNINDR* OEBftAI fllAHASAI: With reference to (a) (it) 
and was the allocation of aei|£^in H»£ Bansbfcria Municipality 

made in accor^ince with ftiis principle ? * ** . 

The^Hon’M* Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I want 
I have no doubt that the general principle was followed. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : Were the Commissioners of 
the Bansberia Municipality consulted about the icduction of the 
number of seats from 2 to 1 in a particular ward? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I want notice. 
Lead-poisoning oases in Presses. 

*152. Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: ia) Will the 
lion ’hie Memtar in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing since 19*31 — 

(i) how many oases of lead-jHiisoning have occurred in the Bengal 
Government Press since 1931 ; and 

(i/) in how many cases the Government have had to pay compensa- 
tion for cases of lead-poisoning since 1931, with the names 
and designations of the compensated and the amount pai(l> 
to each of them? 

(b) Are the employees of the Bengal Government Press regularly 
examined and preventive measures taken? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware from expert opinion or statistic** 
that lead-poisoning cases crop up from bad sanitation? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Member 
also aware that presses owned by private jiersons are wnr«e from the 
sanitary point of view than the Government Presses? 

( e ) Will the Hon’ble Member Ik* pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing for the year 1933 — 

(i) how many presses were visited by the Inspector of Factories; 

(ti) in how many cases were the proprietors prosecuted for viola-* 
tion of the Factory Rules; 

(iii) in how many eases were these prosecutions launched upon for 
violation of the sanitary rules of the Factoiy Act and with 
what results; 

(tr) how many cases were examined by the Certifying Surgeons in 

1933;* 
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( v ) how many cases were found out or susjjfedkld hv them to be 
lead-poisoning cases; 

( ri ) the number, if any, of those cases reported to the higher autho- 
rities by the Certifying Surgeon ; and 

(vii) the names of the victims and the presses in which the lead- 
poisoning cases were found out? 

(viii) Did the Certifying Surgeon visit the Bengal Government Press 
in the years 1931, 1932 and 1933? 

(/) Did he find out any case of lead-poi soiling in the Bengal Govern- 
ment Press in the years 1931, 1932, and report the cases, if any, to 
higher authorities? 

({)) If the answers to (/) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the cases 
so reported ? 

MEMBER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. J. A. Woodhead): (o)(?) and (n) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(M The employees, other than scheduled workers, in printing 
presses, including the Bengal Government Presses, are not required to 
undergo a regular medical examination. Preventive measures against 
lead-poisoning are taken in the Bengal Government Presses. 

(c) Government are aware that the absence of preventive measures 
increases the risk of lend-poiaoning. 

(d) It has been reported by the Factory Inspection Department that 
sanitary conditions in the smaller private presses are not so good as in* 
Government Presses. 

(c) (/) to (viii) A statement is laid on the table. 

if) and (//) Do not arise. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question .Vo. 152 (a). 

Since 1931, four cases have been declared to be cases of lead- 
‘poisoning. In these cases Government have paid compensation, as 
noted Mow : — 

1. Babu Nagendrn Nath Aich, Compositor— Ra. 2,310. 

2. Babu Anadi Nath Banerji, Compositor— Rs. 2,730. 

3. Babu Kanai Lai Nath, Compositor — Rs. 1,942-8. 

4. Babu Naraynn Chandra Sarma, Compositor— R». 2,730. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No . 152 ( e ). 

(*) All the 102 printing press factories were visited. 

<u> The Manager in 46 cases, the Director in 1 case and the 
occupier in 1 case. 

(Hi) In four cases: all ended in conviction, the fines ranging from 
Rs. 6 to Its. 25. None of these prosecutions was in regard to the 
infringement of section^ 19B of the Act read wnth Part II of the 
Schedule. 

(tv) Twenty-seven scheduled workers were examined — vide ivara- 
graph 2 of Part II of the Schedule to the Act. Other workers are 
not subjected to a periodical medical examination. 

(v) No scheduled worker was found to be suffering from lead- 
poisoning. 

(ri) and (ni) Do not arise. 

(viii) No, because no scheduled workers are employed at the 
Bengal Government Presses. 

Liquor license in Bengal. 

*153. Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will the llon ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue (Excise) Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing, for the year 1933-34 — 

(*) how many country liquor, foreign liquor, gunja and opium 
shops were sanctioned in each of the districts of Bengal; 

(it) how many of these were held by Muslims and how many by 
non-Muslims; 

(tii) how many vacancies of country liquor, foreign liquor, gunja 
and opium licenses have, so far, occmred in each district; 
and 

(ip) how many of them have been settled with Muslim candidates? 

( b ) Are the Government considering the desirability of fixing a 
percentage of licenses to be given to Muhammadan candidates in each 
district ? 

(c) How many graduate and under-graduate Muhammadan candi- 
dates have been registered for excise shops in Calcutta? 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE (EXCttt) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble fir Bijqy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (i), (ft), ( iii ) 

and (tr) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) No. 

(c) Graduates — 19. 

Under-graduates — 1 4 . 
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Statement referred to in the rej 



Number of shop* nettled to the year 
1933-84. 

Number of shopt held by Muslima. 

Numb 

Name of dlatilet 

i 

J 1 



£ 

1 

1 


r 

■a 

m 

X 

| 



i 

c 

A 

m 

i 


3 

r 

a 

m 

X 



5 

c 

I 

t 

0 

X 

«i 

a 

« 

Opium 

6 

8 

i 

s 

§ 

p 

X 

I 

t 

X 

m 

1 

o 

Opium 

1 

a 

! 

H 

£ 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

0 

1 

2 

s 

4 

5 

6 

1 

J 

Burdwan 

78 

12 

66 

65 


211 

8 


12 

9 


20 

70 


Dirldimn 

24 

4 

34 

25 


87 

4 


8 

4 


16 

20 


Bankura 

32 

1 

26 

25 


84 

2 


1 

1 


4 

30 


Mldnapore 

105 

8 

62 

72 


247 

11 


9 

9 


29 

94 


Hooghly 

77 

8 

02 

64 


211 

3 


1 

3 


7 

74 


Howrah 

29 


32 

80 


91 







29 


24-Parnanaa 

77 

27 

116 

112 


332 

3 

1 

• r > 

0 


15 

74 


Calcutta 

r»2 

48 

43 

40 


183 

5 

2 

2 

4 


13 

47 


Nadia 

23 

6 

88 

32 


99 

1 


4 

4 


9 

22 


Munhldabad 

29 

1 

32 

27 


89 

1 


4 

4 


9 

28 


Jeaaore 

(1 

1 

4 


38 

49 

1 




2 

3 

5 


Khulna 

25 

2 

40 

37 


104 

4 


8 

7 


19 

21 


Dacca 

32 

5 

69 

33 


139 

3 

1 

12 

6 


21 

29 


Myiuonslngh 

23 

9 

75 

5 

39 

150 

3 

4 

22 

1 

9 

39 

25 


Farid pur 

13 

3 

28 

20 


04 

1 

• • I 

4 

2 


7 

12 


BakarganJ 

12 

4 

43 

41 


100 


1 

1 

2 


4 

12 


Chittagong 

13 

5 

81 

32 


81 



10 

11 


21 

13 


Tlppera 

is 

4 

42 

21 


82 

2 


6 

3 


11 

13 


Noakhall 

4 

2 

12 

13 


31 



3 

3 


6 

4 


Kajaliahl 

21 

2 

41 

10 


80 

4 


8 

3 


15 

17 


Dinajpur 

35 

1 

43 

21 


100 

5 


7 

5 


17 

30 

■ 

Jalpalgurl 

51 

11 

88 

16 


110 



5 

4 


9 

51 


Rang pur 

40 

5 

03 

88 


146 

5 


4 

4 


18 

35 


Bogra 

18 

* 

80 

11 


01 

5 


0 



11 

13 


Fabna 

17 

4 

S3 

9 


0S 

1 


1 



2 

16 


MaMa 

29 

1 

38 

15 


83 

1 


6 

4 


11 

28 


Darjeeling 

*7 

& 

8 

7 


47 



1 

1 


2 

27 


Total 

912 

181 

H) 

1,149 

817 

77 

8,186 

73 

9 

150 

99 

11 

342 

839 

I 

( 


• Two were rwrtored to the original Uceaaae* on appeal. 
(«) Of whteh 2 were eoReiktered. (6) Subsequently aurrendered. 
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Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state if all these licences had been given out on 
the fixed-fee system? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, except in 
those districts where in the current year the experiment in auction 
system is going on — such as in the districts of Tippera, Mymensingh, 
the industrial area of Hooghly, Bankura, Birbhum and Midnapore. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Is it not a fact 
the reversion to the old auction system has led to a considerable 
increase in the revenue? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The matter is 
still under examination and Government have not yet arrived at a 
* final conclusion. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Is it not a fact 
that the Ilon’ble Mr. Woodhead in his speech mentioned that the 
reversion to the auction system lias led to an increase in the revenue 
side? 

Tfifc Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Some increase 
in revenue is noticeable, but whether it is due entirely to the auction 
system is yet to be found out. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: May I take it 
that the settlement of shops is made mainly on the principle of doing 
away with the unemployment question of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: No, Sir. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Is it not con- 
sidered as a patronage of this department for second sons of influential 
people ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. It'ie 
,a very restricted patronage and very carefully used. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: What is the 
reason that out of 3,136 shops only 342 were given out to Muham- 
madans? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: Muhammadans 

were not very keen in obtaining licences for liquor shops as the 
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hon’ble member himself knows very well, and I have no doubt that 
the District Magistrates who are in charge of settling shops in the 
mufassal consider the claims of all applicants, 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Is it not within 
the knowledge of the Hon’ble Minister that at least in Calcutta there 
are a very large number of Muhammadan applicants for excise shops 
and their complaint is that their applications are not considered 
favourably ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am not aware 

of any such complaints. I have no doubt that every consideration is 
shown to Muhammadan candidates. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Is it not a fact that Muham- 
madans by their religious tenets arc not allowed to sell liquor? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am not versed 
in the religious lenets of Muhammadans. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Is it not con- 
sidered derogatory for Brahmins to sell liquor? 

(No reply was given.) 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: Is it not a fact that in one instance the 
Local Government ha\e turned down the application of a Muhammadan 
which was recommended by the Licensing Board of Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It was turned 
down not because that the applicant was a Muhammadan but because 
Government did not approve of the site that was recommended by the 
Licensing Board. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: Is it not a fact that this particular site 
was recommended by the Licensing Board and by the Calcutta Police? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, the 
Calcutta Police did not recommend it so far as I remember — speaking 
from memory. 


Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: Did the Government consult tho 
Licensing Board again before turning down the recommendation they 

made? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYf The Licensing 

Board was given an opportunity to reconsider its decision. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Bhatpara municipality. 

64. Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware that the 
election of the commissioners of the Bhatpara municipality took place 
11 months ago? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons 
why the new board has not been constituted as yet? 

(c) How soon is the new board likely to function? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: (a) The election 
of commissioners of the Bhatpara municipality was held in March, 1933. 

(b) The election of one of the commissioners being a nullity Gov- 
ernment have ordered a fresh election which will be held on the 31st 
March, 1934. 

(c) The board will be reconstituted as soon as the result of the fresh 
election is known. 

BUDGET GRANT FOR 1934-35. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

34 — Agriculture. 

Motions for reduction. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: We were discussing motion No. 589 last 
evening and I think Maulvi Sved Majid Baksh was in possession of 

the House. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Sir, as I pointed out yesterday 
the improvement of sericulture would bring about an improvement in 
the economic condition of the people of this province. All that I 
would suggest to the Hon’ble Minister is that he ought to constitute 
a Committee to inquire into the question of whether mulberry plant 
could be favourably cultivated all over the province for the purpose of 
introducing silk industry. If this is done, I think ways and means 
can be found by which the Committee will be able to come to a con- 
clusion about the conditions necessary for the peasants to become used 
to the production of this valuable article of commerce. Facts and- 
experience can be gathered from the sericultural factories of Malda 
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and BiAhum. and then the Committee will he able to come to a con- 
clusion whether this industry should l>c spread all over the province 
by propaganda or by direct method. I think it would be a supple- 
mentary source of income to the cultivators and in a great measure it 
will rehabilitate the economic condition of the province. 1 need 
hardly point out that silk is a well-known valuable product. It was 
almost a monopoly in ancient India until it found its way to the East 
to China and to the West to the Roman Empire. We find poetic 
descriptions of silk in the works of Plinv Strabo and others. Silk in 
those days used to be imported by Arabs of Yemen to Europe. We 
have descriptions of that country that its rivers were flowing with 
gold and that the very air was resplendent with the fine silk fabrics 
of India. Leaving aside this poetic effusion, \ would submit that 
time has come when serious attention should he paid to the revival of 
this industry. Sir, the Hon 'hie Minister in his opening speech 
referred to the fact that the production of silk can only be made 
profitable if it can be sold as seeds. I know that even if the cocoons 
are sold as seeds they will bring in a large profit. I would suggest 
that experiments be made in the production of cocoons in the two 
districts I have mentioned, Jessore and Malda, where silk production 
is not yet known. I would suggest to the Hon’hle Minister to start 
an inquiry as regards the method of introducing as to how the produc- 
tion of silk can be taught to the cultivators so that not only cocoons 
but valuable silk can also be produced in the course of a few years. 
As I have said, this will bring about an improvement in the economic 
condition of the province. It will give the cultivator* a very valuable 
commodity for marketing when products like jute and other things 
have failed. In such cases silk will stand in good stead and will he 
able to help t lie poor cultivators to tide over difficult times. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I would rather had 
not spoken on this motion but because my hon’hle friend lias intro- 
duced the name of my district as one of the districts in which silk 
industry should he introduced, I feel constrained to speak a word or 
two. I am afraid my hon’hle friend does not appreciate the full extent 
of the present position of sericulture in Bengal. As a member of the 
Ranking Inquiry Committee, I had occasion to investigate certain 
aspects of the problem in the districts of Hirhhum, Murshidabad ami 
Malda; and later on as a member of the Retrenchment Committee, I 
went fully into the question of model sericultural farm which is not 
possible to-day. It is impossible to revive silk industry by means of 
big farms as my friend has suggested. It is a question of manual 
labour against machine. This is responsible for the decay of this 
industry. There is no doubt that so far as ray district of Nadia is 
concerned,, it was at one time — at least a part of the district of Komar* 
khali was famous for its silk industry in the East India Company's 
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days and it used to send out silk not only to the other parts of the 
country hut also abroad. In Plassey there are still remains of silk 
factory to this day. Some time back an attempt was made to revive 
the industry as a cottage industry in my part of the district, but it 
failed. It could not stand against the modern competition. The cost 
of production in handlooms and the wages of labourers were pro- 
hibitive, and I am fully of opinion that to revive this industry by 
means of model farm is an impossibility. Sir, I am entirely in 
sympathy with the hon’ble mover when he says that steps should be 
taken to revive the silk industry. But so far a& the starting of seri- 
cultural farms are concerned, I am decidedly of oiinion that it would 
not be possible to revive the industry through them. The Betrench- 
ment Committee went into this question very thoroughly, and they 
also considered the possibility of abolishing the department altogether 
but did not feel justified in recommending it, though at the same time 
they considered that the present expenditure on these departments 
could not be justified. Finally, they recommended that the farm at 
Peasbari should lx* continued as it was the only farm which was doing 
really useful work. I might point out to my hon’ble friend that out 
of a total expenditure of Bs, ],:>(), 000 over this department there is 
only a return of Eh. 27,000. I of course do not mean to say that 
steps should not lx* taken in another place than Peasbari to improve 
the industry, but this is not the time when we can afford to make 
expensive experiments. l r inloubtedly in places like Plassey and 
Kumarkhali this industry can lx* profitably revived, but we must find 
out other ways of reviving it than by starting model sericultural farm 
which, us I have said, is not the way to prove successful in these 
days. 


RaveraiUf B. A. NAG: Sir, I think the Council will agree with 
me that Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh has led us under a deep debt of 
gratitude by his learned dissertation of mulberry plant yesterday and 
thus saved us from the trouble and expense of going on a visit to the 
sericultural school in the district of Malda. His cut motion is for 
introducing this valuable industry in the districts of Jessore and 
Malda and other suitable parts of Bengal. Sir, it strikes me whether 
he knew fully the number of sericultural students in Bengal and what 
the expenditure is, and what the income is, and what the loss is, in 
’connection with this industry. When one is brought face to face with 
these facts and when one comes to realise that every year Government 
looses something in the neighbourhood of Its. 70,000 for this sericul- 
tural work one can only wonder at what the department is doing, 
and it is doing its utmost in order to preserve sericulture in those 
places where they likely to be successful. The Retrenchment 
Committee — — 
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Milllvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: On a point of order, Sir. Doe.* 
the hon ble member know that they sell seeds and that sericulture is^ 
not a cottage industry? 

Rtverand B. At NAG: Tile income and expenditure being so very 
different — Rs. 73,000 and Rs. 69,000 — Government cannot but consider 
twice before they can undertake this expensive work. It is not by 
extensive work that sericulture will improve, but in these days of 
competition by intensive work, if they will give all their attention to 
the present situation and see that the silk produced has an open 
market in the midst of a very strong competition from the farther 
east, from Kashmir and even from some of the neighbouring provinces, 
that is the first point. And because there is not that market and 
because Bengal silk cannot be sold under the competition, it is going 
down. It seems to me, from the reports, that the department lias 
been trying to inttoduee a reduction of cost in order to sell silk at u 
cheaper rate. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H : On a point of order, Sir. My 
object in moving my motion was to promote it as a cottage industry. 
He lias absolutely misunderstood me. 

Reverend B. A* NAG: I need not reply to that , Sir. Because 
wliat 1 understand is that cottage industry or provincial or village 
industry means the same thing, namely, the production of silk; amf 
the problem in the production of silk is the improvement of silk-worms 
rather than the multiplication of silk strains. Then the iniseroseopic 
examination of the live-stocks. Then the third point is the training of 
the sons of rearers in a sericulture school: fourthly, demonstration; 
fifthly, propaganda work in different places. 

We heard of the mulberry plant yesterday but we have not heard 
that the hush mulberry which was hitherto used is much more expen- 
sive than tree mulberry and that Government is now making an 
attempt — a successful attempt — in introducing the tree mulberry in 
place of bush mulberry. The bush mulberry from the 6th year to 
the 15th year, in order to produce 2,400 mauiids of leaves, costs 
Rs. 2,400; whereas mulberry tree cost* Ks. 450 to produce J,900* 
maunds of leaves, and Government is doing thut. Look at it in any 
way you like, you cannot complain against what Government is doing* 
in this matter. 

With this view, Sir, I oppose the cut motion moved by my friend, 
Maulvi Syed Majid Bakah. 


Rli Sahib AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN: Mr. President, Sir, I hav» 
every sympathy for the revival of the silk industry in Bengal. I 
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think, so far as I am aware, Government are not unmindful as regards 
this matter. Long before this Council came into existence under the 
Reforms Act an Inquiry Committee was set up to look into the possi- 
bility of its revival, and so far as I remember the late Mr. N. K. Mukharji 
did a lot towards improving sericulture. Then a committee was 
appointed by the Government of Bengal to inquire into the matter, 
and I think that the late Maharaja Sir Manindra Chandra Nandi 
Bahadur, of Cossimbazar, was one of its members. The report of the 
Committee is available to the members of this House. Lord 
Carmichael, then Governor of Bengal, also showed much sympathy as 
regards the revival of this industry. I do not know whether the start- 
ing of serieultural farms in the districts of Nadia nnd Jessore would 
he successful, but so far as we know it is a fact that Government have 
already started a silk farm in Berhampore in the district of Murshida- 
bad and also that it is doing much useful work. The object of Govern- 
ment should be to try to spend more money on this farm, because the 
work there requires more money for the upkeep and improvement of 
this institution: the object should not be to try to establish similar 
institutions elsewhere. Now, 1 think, that under the present circum- 
stances we cannot say that Government are apathetic: on the contrary 
we can say that Government have been doing all that is possible under 
the present circumstances. 1 think that under the circumstances 
prevailing at present, so far as sericulture is concerned, any sugges- 
tion or any useful scheme which is calculated to improve or revive this 
industry will receive sympathetic consideration at the hands of the 
Hon’hle Minister. In view of all the circumstances we cannot blame 
Government for any neglect in the matter. With these few words I 
oppose the motion of Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWDHURY : Mr. President, Sir, I do not 
want to prolong this debate by intervening at this late stage, though 
I must make it clear at the outset that I have every sympathy with 
the motion. Sir, the mover of the motion, our good friend Maulvi 
Syed Majid Baksh, has quoted extracts from the report of the Tariff 
Board, who weut into the matter in order to see whether they could 
■devise some mentis for improving the silk industry of India. The 
question resolved itself into one of not starting serieultural stations 
but improvement of the fillatures. It is rearing of ihe cocoons on 
,co-operative system that will help the cottage industries. The silk 
industry in India does not depend upon industrialisation us my friend, 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque, has said. I might tell the House 
that there are thousands of industries which are still in the cottage 
stage: for example, the watch industry in Switzerland is still a cottage 
industry and is still able to withstand successfully the onslaughts of 
factories and can keep out the best grades of watches, etc., from the 
market. Then if we examine the case of biri manufacture in this 
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country, we find that that it is purely a cottage industry and I do not 
think that any large-scale production by factories will ever be able to 
kill it. 

To sum up, Sir, I should like very much that the Hon’ble Minister 
should make a definite effort so that this cottage industry may not 
meet with the fate which has overtaken many other similar industries. 

The Hon'ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I 
have attentively followed the most interesting debate of my hon’ble 
friend, Maulvi Majid Baksh, on the subject of development of sericul- 
ture in the province. I am glad to find him taking such keen interest 
in the subject. Indeed, as pointed out by him, there was a time in the 
past when the Bengal silk was greatly in demand in the world market, 
and the industry was looked upon as a very lucrative business in Bengal. 
But various circumstances, on which I need not dilate, adversely 
affected the industry for many long years. The Department of Seri- 
culture earnestly took up the work of reviving the industry rather 
recently, and lias made good progress in increasing the production of 
silk. But before more progress could be made, the industry lias been 
affected by a keen competition with foreign silk which has become 
acute now, and the general trade depression. 

Sir, the activities of the Sericulture Department is now concentrated 
in the districts of Malda, Murshidabad, Rajshahi, Birbhum, Bankura 
and Bogra which arc considered as silk-producing districts, and in 
these districts the people who aie engaged in sericulture are now 
experiencing difficulty in selling their staff at a profit in competition 
with foreign silk, though the department has considerably reduced the 
cost of production. One of the main factors which is responsible for 
this state of things is that the Bengal silk, as at present reeled, is not 
of a fine quality. Attention of the department has, therefore, been 
concentrated on this problem, and efforts are now being made to 
introduce a better system of reeling. Till, ns a result of these efforts, 
the Bengal silk is reeled so that it becomes attraetixe in the open 
market and finds a ready sale, 1 am sure my friend, Maulvi Majid 
Baksh, will agree with me that it would not he advisable to take any 
steps or to spend any amount in extending sericulture in this proximo 
beyond the districts where it is already established. 

I hope, Sir, that, in view of this explanation, my friend will be 
prepared to withdraw his motion. 

4 Maulvi Syed Majid Bakslfs motion was then by leave of the House 
withdrawn. 

Babu KHEtTER MOHAN RAY: Mr. President, Sir, may I have 
your permission to mox-e motion No. 590 along with motion No. 594 
as both of them stand in my name, and make one speech? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Y es, you have my permission to do so. 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,45,330 under the head “34A — Agriculture — Pay of 
officers” he reduced by Re. 1 for regulating jute markets. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,45,330 under the head 
”34A — Agriculture — Pay of officers” lie reduced by Re. 1 for the pur- 
pose of restricting jute cultivation. 

Sir, in spite of the fact that jute is a monopoly of Bengal the plight 
of the jute-growers is most miserable and they are selling jute at 
uneconomic and unremunerative prices. The real fact is that jute is a 
monopoly of Bengal because the bulk of jute is produced in this province. 
From this it does not follow that Bengal has economic monopoly of the 
crop in the sense that the growers of jute can effectively control the 
prices of jute as in the case of a monopoly product. It is evident that 
the jute-growers who are poor anil illiterate cultivators are at present 
disorganised anil have no means of exercising effective control over the 
determination of the price of jute which is practically their monopoly 
product and are at the tender monies of the mill-owners and halers 
and other exporters of the commodity. Sir, a comparative study of 
the harvest prices and those of the finished products of jute for some 
years will clearly and forcibly bring these facts to the mind of any 
casual observer. Sir, in the year 1920-21 the harvest price of jute 
per ton was Rs. 104, whereas the average price of jute manufacture 
per ton was Rs. 041 ; in the year 1921-22 the harvest price of jute per 
ton — Rs. 104, whereas the average price of jute manufacture per ton — 
Rs. 641; in the year 1922-23 the harvest price of jute per ton — Rs. 273, 
whereas the average price of jute manufacture per ton — Rs. 602; in 
the year 1923-24 the harvest price of jute per ton — Rs. 204, whereas 
the average price of jute manufacture per ton — Rs. 569; in the year 
1924-25 the harvest price of jute per ton — Rs. 328, whereas the average 
price of jute manufacture per ton — Rs. 640; in the year 1925-26 the 
harvest price of jute per ton — Rs. 513, whereas the average price of 
jute manufacture per ton — Rs. 726; in the year 1926-27 the harvest 
price of jute per ton — Rs. 225, whereas the average price of jute 
manufacture per ton — Rs. 018; in the year 1927-28 the harvest price of 
jute per ton — Its. 225, whereas the average price of jute manufacture 
per ton — Rs. 000; in the year 1928-29 the harvest price of jute per 
ton — Rs. 240, whereas the average price of jute manufacture per ton — 
Rs. 027; in the year 1929-30 the harvest price of jute per ton — Rs. 218, 
whereas the average price of jute manufacture per ton — Rs. 543; in 
the year 1930-31 the harvest price of jute per ton — Rs. 97, whereas the 
average price of jute manufacture per ton — Rs. 414; in the year 1931- 
32 the harvest price of jute per ton — Rs. 89, whereas the average price 
of jute manufacture per ton— Rs. 333. The average price of jute 
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manufactures per tun was treble, sometimes four times and in some 
cases was double the harvest price of jute. It is also significant that 
the difference between the Calcutta price and harvest price per ton 
was on the average Rs. 50. The disproportion in the difference between 
the harvest price of jute and the price of the manufactured jute pro- 
ducts, as I quoted above, not only strongly supports the claim of the 
jute-growers to obtain better and more reasonable price for the crop 
but also shows forcibly how helplens these cultivators are. The 
fabulous profits made in the past by the jute industry and the grudual 
impoverishment of the cultivators leave no doubt in the mind that the 
industry has grown abnormally tat at the expense of the cultivators. 
Now, Sir, this unnatural and unjust state of things should be remedied 
with the least possible delay, or else the prospect of the country seems 
to be very gloomy. The value of the exports of raw jute and jute 
manufactures is more than per rent, of the total value of the Indian 
exports, and it accounts for more than 50 per rent, of the exports from 
Bengal. It is not an exaggeration to say that 90 per rent . of the 
people of Bengal directly and indirectly depend on jute more or less 
for their livelihood. Jute is the principal commercial crop of Bengal 
and plays an important part in her economic life. It is the bounden 
duty of the Government — and the Government has pledged to do it — 
to save the jute-growers from the impending ruin. This can only he 
done by inauguration of restriction on the jute cultivators. The reports 
of the Jute Committee are for some days before the Government and 
the public. There arc two reports, Majority and Minority Reports. 
Here I may observe that t lie Majority Report is more or less a slip- 
shod affair. Arguments are not veil arranged; there is absence of 
quantitative information to carry conviction. In short this report 
lacks methodical and scientific treatment. The Minority Report, on 
the other hand, is u well-reasoned, well-arranged and well-balanced 
document in which arguments are supported by a mass of facts and 
figures and statistics which cannot but impress any one who seriously 
studies the vital problem of Bengal. 

Sir, whatever may be the differences between these two reports on 
other fundamental points, they are agreed that restriction is necessary 
to save the cultivators of jute from the present deplorable condition. 
They differ in the methods to be employed in achieving the desired 
results. The majority with a single exception have come to the con-' 
elusion that there is no overproduction as one year’s surplus is con- 
sumed in the next year. So there is no justification for compulsory 
restriction by legislation. They recommend that better organised and 
more intensive propaganda should be carried on by the Collectors of 
the districts to assist the cultivators in deciding what area should be 
cultivated 'with jute so as to secure to them adequate return for their 
produce. The minority, on the other hand, consider that the systematic 
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depressed price of jute is due to over-production, so that control is 
necessary. To this purpose they recommend that a jute committee for 
Bengal with effective powers of control over the jute trade as a whole 
should be formed. I need not enter into the detailed examination of 
the reports of the Jute Committee which voice forth widely divergent 
views on essential points of inquiry. 

Sir, even the majority, consisting as they did of most of the 
members representing interests adverse to those of the jute-growers were 
forced to admit that some sort of restriction is necessary in order to 
regulate supply to demand. The Minority Report advocates effective 
restriction though not by legislation at the initial stage. Dr. Sen 
Gupta is for introduction of compulsory restriction by legislation from 
the beginning. The Minority Report practically embodies the funda- 
mental features of Dr. Sen Gupta’s Jute Bill of 1931 with this 
difference that they do not advocate legislation in the beginning but 
recommend legislation when voluntary system fails. If the opinion of 
the illiterate and ignorant jute-growers counts for anything in the 
matter — and I think their opinion ought to prevail cn this point — 
their opinion is that if the Government want to save them from this 
perilous plight, restriction should be applied without delay to the 
cultivation of jute. Go to any jute-growing parts of the province, and 
ask the cultivators about their opinion on the subject, you will be struck 
with the unanimity of their answers given supporting restriction by 
legislation. My hon’ble friend, Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque, has not 
made the slightest exaggeration when lie says in his report, “I must 
make it clear that the mitfaa&al opinion, as has come before us is 
almost unanimously and emphatically in favour of such restriction by 
legislation. Sir, I may here tell the House that I was born and 
brought up in a surrounding in which the jute-growers and jute have 
been prominent features. I have come in contact with the jute- 
growers in my daily life in various capacities. I can assure the House 
that the jute-growers in spite of their illiteracy and ignorance are a 
fairly intelligent class of people; they fully realise that they are 
scattered, disorganised and, if left to themselves, are incapable of 
taking any action for ameliorating their lot. They openly declare that 
unless the Government is pleased to come to their rescue by applying 
compulsory restriction on the production of jute, their doom is sealed. 
‘Now the question is how the production of jute is to be regulated— 
whether by sporadic appeals or propaganda as suggested by the 
Majority or by the methods advocated by the Minority Report, by 
establishing a jute committee with effective powers of control on pro- 
duction of jute and other matters relating to jute industry applying 
restrictions at first on voluntary system and if it fails, by legislation, 
or whether the Government should at once proceed to apply restriction 
by legislation? As regards the first method, I mean appeals or 
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propaganda, this can at once be discarded as ineffectual. The Govern- 
ment and private agencies tried this method and it signally failed to 
achieve the desired results. 1 would urge that if they feel hesitation 
in resorting to compulsory restriction by legislation nt the beginning, 
the Government should nt once talce measures as recommended by the 
Minority by establishing a jute committee with effective power of 
control over the whole jute industry and by inaugurating voluntary 
system under the guidance and control of the said committee. 1 need 
not examine this scheme as it is thoroughly examined In the Minority 
Report. XoW, I come to the question of the regulation of jute markets. 
This question is intimately connected with problem of restriction. 
Benefits, which will accrue to the jute-growers from the regulated 
markets cannot he too much exaggerated. The establishment of such 
markets minimises the danger of “cut-throat" competition. It will 
have the effect of bringing together a large number of cultivators to 
some specified places in the vicinity of their houses, where they will 
he brought in contact with a large number of buyers and can more 
satisfactorily negotiate and deal with them for sale of their crop than 
otherwise the case would be if they were to deal individually in 
villages. The Royal Commission on Agriculture laid much stress on 
the importance of the regulated markets, to the agriculturists and 
agreeably to their recommendations, regulated markets for cotton have 
been established in the Central Provinces and more recently in Bombay 
by legislation and are working satisfactorily to the decided advantage 
of the cotton-growers. “The basic idea of the regulated markets," 
observes the Majority Report, “is that the ordinary custom under which 
a middleman collects produce from the cultivator in his village exposes- 
the cultivator to the danger of being cheated bv the middleman from 
lack of knowledge or fraudulent weights or both, or from undue 
influence which the middleman may hold over him. If the cultivator 
goes to an ordinary local hat or market to sell his produce, the 
allowances which the owners of the market and the dealers extract is. 
said to be too great a toll on the amount which the cultivator receive* 
for his produce.” The regulated markets are intended to abolish all 
undesirable customs and allowances and to keep the cultivator, who 
comes to the markets, well posted with regard to prices. The Majority 
and the Minority Reports quoted several opinions which unmistakably 
show that the regulated murkets for cotton have proved a boon to the 
cot ton -growers of the Central Provinces and Berar. Here I may 
mention that the custom of giving allowances such as excess, sample, 
kaftan, locket, dholka is common in all dealings in jute. These 
features of dealings in jute are elaborately dealt in the reports of the 
Jute Committee. Another feature of the jute trade is that different 
weights. and measures in different areas prevail. The customary 
allowances and the difference between the standard weights and local 
ones expose the cultivator to the danger of being cheated by the 
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dealers. If the regulated markets are established, this will have the 
effect of doing away with the pernicious custom and difference of 
weights to the benefit of the jute-growers. 

Both the Majority and the Minority Beports agree that allowances 
should be abolished and standard weights should be uniformly brought 
into use. They further agree that the regulated markets should be 
established in the beginning on experimental basis at selected areas. 
The Minority recommend that such markets should be established by 
legislation, whereas the opinion of the Majority is divided on legisla- 
tion, four being against and three for legislation. Thus the majority 
4 ) f the members of the Committee, except the four, are for establish- 
ment of markets by legislation on the lines of the Central Provinces 
iCotton Market Act of 1931. Establishment of these markets will 
bring the cultivators as close as possible to the actual consumer, which 
will have stabilising influence on the jute trade. The cultivators will 
have the advantage of getting prices for t heir produce which prevail 
in the market. 

Here I must urge that a provincial jute committee should be 
^established not as an advisory board, as recommended by the Majority, 
but with effective powers of control over the trade as a whole as recom- 
mended by the Minority. With regard to the constitution and finance 
of the jute committee I substantially agree with the recommendations 
of the Minority which are reported on pages 149-50 of their report. It 
Is not possible for me to deal with them within the compass of cut 
motions. The Majority is divided whether the proposed jute com- 
mittee should be central or provincial. As regards the constitution, 
dhe Majority is not unanimous, i am of opinion that the future 
markets for jute should be retained. While the Majority is divided 
whether or not future markets are necessary, the Minority report that 
there is real need for a future market and gives necessary details for 
establishment and regulation of such a market. Sir, no doubt in 
establishing and regulating jute markets and a provincial jute com- 
mittee as recommended by the Minority, the Government may be con- 
fronted with difficulties; but I think these difficulties are by no means 
insurmountable. The Government of Bengal in their resolution on the 
reports of the jute committee said that its decision would be delayed 
^because of the lack of unanimity among the members. I may observe 
that it was evident from the beginning that no unanimity would be 
reached, for it is too much to expect that the representatives of the 
•conflicting interests would agree in fundamentals. This must be 
known to the Government as well; and it seems strange that the 
•Government aft$r appointing such a committee should itself declare 
that its decision would he delayed because of the lack of unanimity 
amongst the members of the committee. It is very significant that the 
•officials and the Europeans have combined in signing the so-called 



513 


1934] DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

Majority Report and all the Indian non-officials who represent the 
principal commercial and agricultural interests have signed the 
Minority Report. Even amongst the Majority a divergence of view* 
on many vital points is disclosed, the Indiun officials ranging on one 
side and the representatives of the jute interests on the other. Every- 
body foresaw that there would not be any agreed report. If the 
Government want to save the jute-growers and those dependent upon 
them from the perilous condition, they must act promptly and without 
delay. Already sowing of jute has commenced and we do not know 
what is in store for the country in the next season and unless the 
cultivation of jute is restricted, the plight of the people will he worse. 
Considering the various factors mere restriction will not have the effect 
of improving the condition of the jute-growers. Some immediate and 
drastic measure is necessary to save the situation. Sir, the present 
position of jute gives cause for grave anxieties over the prospect of 
jute trade in the ensuing season. The statistics so far published show 
that stocks are being accumulated to an alarming extent and necessity 
for curtailment of jute crop requires no elaborate arguments for its 
justification. What I desire to impress upon Government is that with 
accumulated stocks mere restriction of the jute cultivation in the 
present circumstances would be of no material help to the cultivators 
to get a fair price for their crop. The stock position of the mills both 
here and abroad is such that the mill-owner may adopt the policy of 
“wait and see” and refrain from purchasing jute for some time till 
this stock is exhausted. Rut in thp meantime our poor jute-growers 
will not be able to hold out for any length of time. The situation is 
very critical and abnormal. In order to meet the situation, the 
Government should fix a legal minimum price below which no jute 
should he brought or sold. The hritsez fair?, the policy of drift will 
imperil the situation of the country which is intensively acute in all 
conscience. In suggesting the legal minimum price on the analogy of 
the price proposed for sugarcane under the budget proposals of the 
Government of India, I am not oblivious of the complications which 
may arise for want of standard grade specifications of jute, but these 
complications are capable of easy and speedy solution owing to certain 
characteristics of jute trade, which strongly support the case of fixing 
a minimum price by law. The disparity between the harvest price 
and the average price of jute products cannot be justified on any 
grounds. From the perusal of the figures which I have quoted from 
the Minority Report leaves no doubt in mind that the movements of 
prices are not identical; average price of the jute manufactures was 
sometimes the double, sometimes three times and sometimes four times 
the average harvest price. Recently, that is, during the depression it 
was generally four times the harvest price. This shows that there is 
something rotten in the State of Denmark. This can only be remedied 
by fixing a minimum price. It may be argued that if a legal minimum 
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price is fixed, it will affect the jute mills in this country. I think 
fixing of a minimum price instead of injuring the Calcutta mills will 
4o substantial good to them. During the last few years the local mills 
have been purchasing jute at abnormally low prices and have been 
making considerable profits by restricting their output. In the mean- 
time the foreign manufacturers have not been sitting idle. The 
foreign mills taking advantage of the present position of the local jute 
market have been purchasing jute at an exceedingly low price and 
have been able to undersell the Calcutta mills in foreign markets and 
succeeded in capturing a large portion of foreign business of the local 
mills. Thus it is evident that the fortunes of the jute trade and 
industry are connected with each other and one cannot thrive at the 
expense of the other. No doubt the situation which has arisen owing 
to competition of the foreign mills is one of grave anxiety for the local 
mills. It is time that the local mills should revise their outlook and 
join hands with the jute-growers to improve the lot of the latter. It 
is true that owing to the depression the mills have earned bumper 
profits at the expense of the jute-growers. But this unnatural state 
of thing cannot last for ever without recoiling upon those who helped 
to bring about this situation. I appeal to Government to come to an 
immediate decision alsmt the jute problem which is confronting us. 
Being driven to despair by extreme depression and groaning under a 
heavy load of debts the cultivators have become restless and have been 
developing a temper which is not at all conducive to the safety of the 
society. Already communistic and other ideas— subversive of law and 
order— are slowly and sedulously finding their way amongst the 
ignorant, illiterate and poverty-stricken cultivators; one need not be 
surprised if the Government is faced with a movement which may 
prove more dangerous than any other movements in recent years. The 
Government must take courage in both hands and tackle this problem 
promptly and without delay. If the minimum price of sugar can be 
fixed bv legislation, why should not the price of jute be so fixed? In 
conclusion, I appeal to you, Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Agriculture and Industries, you have already got to 
your credit the State Aid to Industries Act and the scheme for the 
de\elopment of small industries, for which the country is grateful to 
you, I appeal to you to tackle the question of jute in right earnest and 
t take the whole Government with you and endeavour to solve the 
problem to the benefit of the jute-growers and others connected with 
the jute trade and industry. I hope you will spare neither time nor 
labour until the question is solved and adequate measures taken. If 
you succeed in this, your name will go down to posterity ns a benefactor 
of the country. 

l listened with great interest to the * 
speech of the previous speaker and I do not propose to take up the 
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time of the House as regards restriction on the jute crop, because I 
find that from the ordinary commonsense point of view bis arguments 
do not carry much. With regard to allowances, this is a matter whidi 
is being taken up after many years have passed, and if Government 
decided that allowances should be eliminated, I do not think anybody 
would object. With regard to the question of regulated markets, in 
the Minority Report it is stated that these should be established to 
avoid or reduce the element of “cut throat” competition. It is this 
element of intense competition which enables the raiyat to get a full 
price for his jute. In actual practice the raiyat gets from day to day 
more for his jute than the equivalent price in Calcutta after allowing 
for freight, interest, insurance and lalnmr charges. I can assure the 
House there is no bigger fallacy than to state, the raiyat does not get 
a full market price for his jute. I defy any member of this House to 
go to any part of Bengal and buy jute from a raiyat and, after allow- 
ing for charges 1 have mentioned, sell at a profit unless the seller is 
prepared to take a view of a market. If as stated in the Minority 
Report the raiyat suffers in the selling of his jute, can it he explained 
why dealers in raw jute, he he a funa or bfipari or jute baler, has not 
made money? I know of hundreds and I could almost say thousands 
of heparin who have been working with various baling firms for periods 
which vary from 25 to 40 years and who even to-day are just eking 
out a bare existence and who for this have in the majority of instances 
to take a view of a market to enable them to buy jute from thp culti- 
vators in the interior. If it could only he realised by those in favour 
of regulated markets that it is the law of supply and demand which 
regulates prices, there would be less heard on this subject. If as the 
Minority Report suggests thp Government institute regulated markets 
in certain districts, I am just afraid buyers may, when they see 
supplies coming forward, wait a few days until such time as these 
markets get top heavy and sellers anxious to sell and then be in a 
position to offer lower rates than the fitrian and heparin are paying in 
the interior hats. This would only require to happen once or twice 
and the whole system of regulated markets would fall to the ground 
and raiyat s would fight shy of having any dealings with these 
markets. If it could be pointed out that fvrtas , heparin or for that 
matter jute-haling concerns make undue profits, then I could agree 
with those who hold the view of establishing regulated markets. 
This, however, is far from being the case, and I would urge on Govern- 
ment to go very carefully into the question before committing them* 
selves to any form of regulated markets in the interior. It must be 
borne in mind that many baling firms, both Indian and European, 
Jiiave tried out many systems of buying during the 50 or 00 years they 
have been, in existence and if they were workable and (he middleman 
could have been done away with, this would have been done many 
years ago. Surely it is most unfair on the raiyat and the trade 
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generally for Government to act on a report made by gentlemen who 
have no previous knowledge of these questions until one year or 18 
months ago when they have to hand many Bengali and European 
gentlemen with anything from 20 to 50 years’ inside knowledge of the 
trade who are one and all against any interference suggested by the 
Minority Report. It is the experience of the trade generally that the 
raiyat gets a full market rate for his jute and that it would be unwise 
for Government to launch out in any large scheme of this nature. 
I would endorse the views of Messrs. Burn and Finlayson in the 
Majority Report which reads as follows and ask Government to act on 
this advice: — 

“Messrs. Burn and Finlayson do not subscribe to the latter recom- 
mendation because, from their knowledge of the jute districts and the 
system of marketing now in vogue, they consider that if cultivators 
will not, of their own free will, operate in markets of the nature 
indicated, then it would be unwise to force upon them by legislation 
a system which they are not prepared to support.” 

On these grounds I oppose the motion. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I congratulate my honourable 
friend, Babu Khetter Mohan Ray, on his raising this very important 
question. Now, Sir, the whole question is: lias the Government 
decided what it should do? We know, Sir, very recently a resolution 
was published in which the Government said that the) regretted that 
the report of the jute committee was not unanimous and therefore it 
was difficult to take any uction on the part of Government. It 
is no use brooding over the misbehaviour of one’s own offspring and 
I do not know how long the Government would be bewailing the 
unsatisfactory rej>ort produced by the committee. It is very important 
that Government should take action within a short time. The two 
main questions raised by Babu Khetter Mohan Ray are about a regu- 
lated jute market and the restriction of the production of jute. As 
regards the establishment of a regulated jute market, I think there is 
almost a unanimity in the report of the Jute Committee and I do not 
know on what grounds my friend who has just spoken can oppose such 
an innocent proposal. Such markets are to be found in respect of 
the cotton crop in the Berars and in Bombay and we do not know 
* that any evil result has followed the establishment of such markets 
there. On the other hand, as far as evidence shows, it is clear that 
the cotton-growers there have benefited very largely by the establish* 
ment of these markets. So this is one thing, Sir, on which Govern* 
ment can take immediate action. Secondly, as regards the question 
of restriction of production of jute it cannot he denied that it is a very 
difficult question and before entering into the question of restriction 
by legislation, I would like to touch upon one other thing, about 
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which also an almost unanimous opinion has been expressed bv the 
Jute Enquiry Committee — I mean, the establishment of a Jute Com- 
mittee. So far .as the establishment of this Jute Committee is con- 
cerned, opinions vary as to whether it should be a Central or a Pro- 
vincial Committee. But here also, if the report of the Jute Committee 
is gone into carefully, it will be seen that the majority of the 
Commits are in favour of a Provincial Committee. The Majority 
Report has been signed by six members, of whom two are in favour 
of a Provincial Committee and all the rest of the members of the 
Committee are also in favour of a Provincial Jute Committee. That 
shows that most of the members are in favour of a Provincial Com- 
mittee. Besides, in view of the fact that Bengal is a province which 
is principally interested in this question, there is no reason why there 
should not be a Provincial Committee in Bengal. Of course the 
Centre is also interested, but it is interested only in so far as the jute 
exjKjrt duty is concerned; that, too, we are expecting, will be made 
over to Bengal in full in the near future. That is, Sir, all the more 
reason why the Committer that is proposed to be established should 
be a Provincial Committee and not a Central Committee. Even if a 
Central Committee is considered necessary, that might be established 
in addition to a Provincial Committee. That is a matter which should 
be examined more carefully if necessary. But what is more important 
and necessary is that a Provincial Jute Committee should In* estab- 
lished within a very short time. So far as the representation of the 
various interests on the Provincial Jute Committee is concerned, I 
would like to mention that the report of the Jute Enquiry Committee 
is on the whole very disappointing. It is of course a matter of grati- 
fication to see that in the dissenting note of Khan Bahadur Azizul 
Ilaque he has advocated the cause of the jute- grow* el’s to a greut extent 
and I appreciate the spirit which guided him in making his recom- 
mendations. Government claims that it takes into consideration the 
interests of every one concerned with this jute question. Now, who 
are the most important persons so far ns this question is concerned? 
Surely no one can deny that it is the growers of jute who are most 
vitally interested and if these growers are benefited Government will 
be benefiting by one stroke three-fourths of the imputation of Bengal 
and the one-fourth that remains will also be benefited indirectly. If 
the jute-growers are benefited, zemindars, money-lenders, traders, * 
lawyers, everybody will be benefited: in short, all classes of people will 
be benefited. Therefore, it is the Isiunden duty of the Government to 
see that the interests of jute-growers are taken into consideration more 
than anything else in the establishment of the Jute Committee. By- 
the-bye, I might say that it was a mistake on the part of the Govern- 
ment in constituting the Jute Inquiry Committee whose report we are 
now considering in the way that it did. There the interests of the 
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trailers and manufacturers dominafed, and the interest^**! jute-growers 
were not taken into account to the degree that just^de demanded, and 
the result has been obvious. Government wanted to^make the lion and 
the goat eat together. The result is that the lion has taken his own 
share and the goat has been thrown into the lurch. The same mistake 
should not be committed in constituting the Jute Committee. A 
Provincial Committee should be forthwith established and adequate 
weight should be given to the demand that the jute-growers should 
be effectively represented on such Committee. Then along with this 
there is another very important question, namely, whether legislation 
should be gone into for the purpose of restricting the production of 
jute. That is a complicated question and there also I agree with my 
friend, Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque, that action has to be taken now 
or to-morrow by way of legislation in order to restrict the production 
.of jute. Of course, it is a very complicated question and, if any 
legislation is resorted to, it may bring in its trail some misery in certain 
directions. But we have to look to the benefit of the greatest number. 
But if Government are earnest about their professions there is no reason 
why they should not forthwith try the block system, which has been 
recommended in the Minority Report. Experiment should be carried 
on intensively for a year or two for restricting jute production by 
propaganda as recommended in the Minority Report and if that fails 
there will be no other alternate e left than to resort to legislation. 
With these words I support the motion under discussion. 


Rai Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: 1 would say just a very few 
words on the matter. We know that in 1033 there was a Jute Com- 
mittee appointed by Government but, unfortunately, the opinion of 
that Committee was divided and three separate reports were submitted. 
There was the Majority Report, there was the Minority Report and 
there was a serrate Rejwrt by Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque. Even 
the majority was divided in its opinion. But so far as we know, on 
certain points there was unanimity of opinion. These points are: 
the appointment of a Bengal Committee to protect the interests of the 
jute-growers, (2) restriction of jute cultivation, either by voluntary 
method or by legislation and (3) by the introduction of legislation for 
enforcing the adoption of a standard weight. I think, Sir, theie 
should be a minimum price of jute fixed by legislation. Another sug- 
gestion that I beg to make is that, as the Government of India is 
introducing legislation by which the price of sugar is to be fixed, 
so the Government of Bengal also should do so in the case of jute. 
Formerly raw jute was selling at Rs. 5 and hessian at Ra. 10: now 
raw jute is selling at Rs. 2-8 but hessian at Rs. 10 - 8 . We see this 
anomaly going on for a very long time. If the price of raw jute is 
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fixed by legislation, ns has been done by tbe Government o! India in 
the case of sugfcr^ I think that will go a very great way towards 
benefiting the jut^growers as Mr. Tamisuddin Khan says and will 
also protect the interests of the other people in Bengal. 

Maulvi ABDU8 SAM AD: I have paid attention to the learned and 
thoughtful speeches of the hon'ble the mover and of Maulvi Tamis- 
uddin Khan and I am convinced that they have made out a very strong 
case in favour of the points raised in their speeches. Now, it does 
not require much intelligence at all to understand that if the present 
economic depression continues for a few years more and if the price 
of food crops does not rise and the price of jute continues to go down 
as low* as it is going down now, then the fate of the Bengal raiyat* 
will be sealed. They will be reduced to such poverty that it is likely 
that they will die of starvation unless some steps are taken by the 
Government to improve the present situation. The principal points 
raised by the previous sjieakers are that there should be restriction of 
production and there should be a fixity of minimum price of jute. 
At least on this point there is a majority of favourable opinion in 
the Jute Committee’s Report. The majority have recommended that 
a minimum price of jute should be fixed, so that a fair margin of 
profit should be left to the growers. Under the existing circumstances 
the price does not meet the cost of production, so it is only nutural 
and just that Government should take some steps at least, if they 
cannot take any other steps, to fix a minimum price of jute. Now 
the previous speakers ha\e asked: why cannot Government take such 
steps? In the case of the sugar we know that a minimum price bus 
been fixed; so why cannot the same thing be done in respect of jute? 
Now, Sir, it has been suggested, and there is much force in that sug- 
gestion, that Government has fixed a minimum price in the case of 
sugarcane because the sugar mill-owners are mostly Indians, w'hereas, 
in the case of jute, the mill-owners are mostly Europeans. Now% Sir, 
this invidious distinction should not lie tolerated any more and it is the 
bounden duty of the Minister as well as the Government to consider 
nil these facts and at least immediately to fix the minimum price of 
jute. With these words, Sir, I support the motion. 

(The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

The two motions of Babu Khetter Mohan Ray were then by leave 
of the House withdrawn. 

The main demand under the head “34 Agriculture" was then put 
and agred to. 
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35— Industries. 

The Hofi’Me Nawrab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Sir, on 
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move 
that a sum of Rs. 11,38,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head “35 — Industries.” 

The budget provides for the Electrical Adviser and his staff and 
Cinchona Plantations which are reserved subjects as well as for 
Industries proper which alone is transferred aitf for which I am 
responsible. I have no remarks to offer on the reserved portion of 
the budget. 

In regard to the transferred budget, the Council will find explana- 
tions of the chief variations in the financial statement and I shall 
deal only with the main points. For reasons well known to the House, 
this budget like almost all other budgets has been prepared under 
very depressing conditions to which reference has already been made 
by the llon’ble the Finance Member in his budget speech. It has 
accordingly been found necessary to economise expenditure as much 
as ]K>ssible under the exceptional circumstances. 

Turning to retrenchment, T must at the outset confess that in spite 
of our best endeavour to accept as many of the recommendations of 
the Retrenchment Committee as possible, it was patent that if all 
the recommendations were accepted, it would not only have crippled 
the activities of this nation-building department but would also have 
reduced its usefulness. It has, however, been possible so far to 
retrench the ultimate expenditure of the department to the extent of 
Rs. 57, 000 in round figures. Among the notable retrenchments effected, 
mention may be made of the abolition of the post of Assistant Inspector 
of Weaving Schools and of the curtailment of the grant-in-aid allot- 
ment by Rs. 14,304 annually as a measure of economy. In pursuance 
of the Committee’s recommendation, the mining classes in the Bengal 
coal-fields have also l>een abolished from 1st April, 1933, mainly on 
the grounds that the expenditure hitherto incurred was quite dis- 
proportionate to the number of students who received training and 
that owing to the discontinuance of the grants by the mining industry 
, the entire expenditure on these classes was being borne by Government 
— a position that could hardly be accepted as satisfactory. I can, how- 
ever, assure the House that in spite of the limitations imposed on 
departmental expenditure the activities of the department in its 
different branches have been receiving and will continue to receive 
due attention within the available resources. 

I would avail myself of this opportunity of drawing the attention 
of the Council to the unemployment relief scheme to which reference 
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was l ha de in my*last budget speech and which is looming large in the 
puttie eye. As He House is aware, the scheme was formulated and 
given effect to with^the object of directing the attention of our un- ^ 
employed young men to the possibilities of industrial career, contem- 
plated in the scheme. As the success of the scheme largely depend* 
on th® guidance and support of the local officers of Government and 
active public co-operation, District Advisory Associations, consisting of 
representatives of District Boards, local Government officers and public- 
spirited gentlemen in the district have also been formed in certain dis- 
tricts of each division. The reports received show that the training 
imparted by the demonstration parties employed under the scheme has 
been very popular and the results produced lui\e been distinctly 
encouraging. I may mention in this connection that when the scheme 
was started doubts were expressed in some quarters as to the readiness 
of our educated young men to take to industrial avocations the pursuit 
of which they had hitherto considered to he beneath their dignity and 
while in the beginning they exhibited some difference in enlisting 
themselves for the industrial training offered by the scheme their shy- 
ness has been gradually wearing off and educated young men including 
graduates are coming forward in large numbers to receive such training. 
Since the operation of the scheme, 404 young men have received 
practical training in the different industries and out of this number 
105 have given tangible evidence of having actually found definite 
employment in the industries in which they have been trained. It 
is also gratifving to observe that a number of enlightened guaidians 
of the young men trained by the demonstration parties have provideef 
funds for their wards to start factories and some of them have already 
started factories of their own. This is indeed a clear evidence if 
e\ idence is required at all of their appreciation of the training impart- 
ed and confidence in the commercial and economic possibilities of thee 
industries in which the young men of Bengal are being trained up. 
Bearing in mind the initial difficulties that had to be surmounted 
and having also regard to the fact that a good deal of time was taken 
in making the preliminary preparations, the results so far achieved 
under the scheme during the short period of its existence are assuring 
and one may confidently look forward to more tangible results in 
the coming year from the operation of the scheme, provision for which 
has been made in the budget. As shown in financial statement, pr<> 
vision has also been made for the appointment of two expert designer* 
and the entertainment of a temporary establishment for demonstration 
in glased pottery with the object of further extending the scope and 
usefulness of the scheme. 

Turning to the Bengal State Aid to Industries Act, I need hardly 
dilate oil the difficulties which have hitherto stood m the way of making 
adequate provision under the Act. As the House is %wars, however,. 
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notwithstanding- the present financial situation, a provision ol Rupees 
one lakh has been made in the Loans Budget for? grant of {pan? to 
industries during the next year, and it has also decided to under- 
take the liability involved in the guarantee of dash credits wiH a bank 
up to Its. 50,000 to which the assent of the Council has already beefi 
obtained. It is hoped that with the provision now' made, together 
with the fund accumulating under the Bengal State Aid to Industries 
Act Fund, the assets of which now stand at Rs. 54,000, it w^l now 
be possible to render financial assistance to the small industrialftts who 
need such assistance so badly and thereby to give the desired impetus 
to the development of small and cottage industries of the province. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
r of the House. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : Mr. President, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 2,02,000 under the head “35A — Indus- 
tries (Transferred) — Industrial development” bp reduced by Rs. 100 
to raise a discussion on the inadequacy of the grant. 

Sir, I have heard with rapt attention to the interesting and 
illuminating speech of the Hon’ble Minister while presenting the 
budget estimate of the Industries Department. He has very lucidly 
brought to our notice the activities of the department with the limited 
funds placed at its disposal. We congratulate him on his sincere 
endeavour in finding out ways and means to solve the unemployment 
problem of Bengal which is the crying need of the hour. If at the 
fag end of the session of the Council, when many of the members are 
eager to go Home, I rise to move the motion which stands against my 
name, I do so from a sense of duty. For, Sir, I think we would be 
failing in our duty if we do not enter our emphatic protest against 
the inadequacy of the grant that has been made for the Department of 
Industries which is doing splendid work though handicapped for funds. 
The importance of the work done by this department is known to all 
of us and the department has attracted our attention and enthralled 
our admiration. Indeed, I have often wondered how* it has been 
possible for the department with its attenuated funds to do such useful 
-work. It is suffering from want of men and money so much so that 
it had to go howl in hand to the public to collect funds to give effect 
Jo the provisions of that belated enactment — the State Aid to Industries 
Act. But for the generosity of the Minister in charge of the depart- 
ment and his sole lieutenant, Mr. S. C. Mitter, the Industrial Engineer 
who has the energy of a steam engine, this fund would not have 
attracted the sympathy and support of outsiders who have come 
forward to make contributions to it. , 

Sir/ the greatest achievement of the department so far is that in 
connection with the Middle Class Unemployment Relief Scheme. The 
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namiJ^Su"* is a misnomer, for it will not only relieve unemployment 
amcJbg #ur middle .©lasses, but promises to bring about an industrial 
regenafration of ‘ Bengqj. by revitalising the dying industries of the 
province "With new methods, improved machinery and cheaper materials. 
To giva only one instance, it has by carefully conducted experiment 
extending over years discovered a new alloy, which is sure to benefit 
the lakhs of workers in bell-metal in Bengal from ruin and rescue the 
industry once so famous, from the competition of aluminium wares, 
which *fffford special opportunities of mass production. Then agaiu, 
it has earned the undying gratitude of the people of the province by 
introducing an improved potter’s wheel which minimises labour like 
the fly-shuttle loom. And it has recently l>een successful in producing 
a new kiln which, I am sure, will revolutionise the pottery industry. 

Thanks to the endeavours of this department, we can hope in the 
near future to In* independent of other countries for our supply of 
surgical instruments and appliances. * 

By sending out demonstration parties in muftisittl centres, the 
department has solved the problem of imparting training, bringing it 
to the doors of our young men, which has baffled the endeavours of 
generations of our workers in attaining success. 

Sir, Bengal can feci pardonably proud that already Directors of 
Industries from other provinces and some Indian States have come to 
Bengal to study the working of t he scheme and do likewise in their 
provinces and states. 

Such, Sir, are the activities of the department which is neglected 
by Government, which is star\ed while the pampered pet, the Police 
Department, feeds fat on the ie\enues of the province. bile the 
Police Department is an unproductive department, the Department of 
Industries is productive. 

Sir, I want that adequate money should he found for it. Of late, 
thanks to the interest taken m it by His Excellency the Goveinoi of 
Bengal, the Government have derided to launch on lural reconstruc- 
tion work. We are glad the> have after all warmed to their tns]k, 
But are they aware what important part the Department of Industries 
must play if the work is to be successful? \\ ithout prosperous cottage 
industries in the villages, us we had in our glorious past, how can you 
bring the people back to them? How can you make the villages onccj 
more busy hives of human life and labour unless people can earn 
there? 

Sir, though much is being done by the Industries Department to 
ameliorate the economic condition of the people of Bengal, much still 
remains to be done. And that cannot he done without sufficient funds 
which I want should be placed at the disposal of the department. 
Money must be found if a great effort is really to be made to solve the 
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poverty problem of the province. Bengal cries aloud for mdiatries 
other than the universal but insecure industry of agriculture which 
depends on the caprice of the clouds, for in piost parts of Bengal, 
thanks to the inefficiency of the Irrigation Department, agriculture is 
a gamble in rain. The one department which has listened to that cry 
and seems to be determined to do its work, is the Departifitat of 
Industries. And it would be a shame, a sin and a crime, not to provide 
necessary funds for it. With these words, Sir, I move the motion 
which stands in my name. f 

Rai Sahib AK8H0Y KUMAR 8EN: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1 1 ,38,000 under the head “35 — Industries” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

So far as we can understand the speech of the HonTde Minister 
regarding the activities of the Industries Department, we consider that 
the work already done deserves special eommeftdation of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of this department. I fully agree with the Hon’ble 
Minister in regard to all that he lias said. But I cannot but regret 
that funds placed at the disposal of this department are ?o inadequate. 
These are the nation-building departments and considering the great 
unemployment among the youth of Bengal and the service which is 
being rendered to them by this department by training them to earn 
an honest livelihood, I consider that the funds should be far greater 
than they are. I cannot but say that I have every confidence in the 
work of the department which is trying its best to organise cottage 
industries in Bengal, and we are watching with interest the develop- 
ment of the schemes undertaken by the llon’ble Minister. 1 also 
agree with Rai Malmsai when he says that ample funds should be 
placed at the disposal of this department for this purpose. But, Sir, I 
think that by moving a cut motion like this we will not be able to 
achieve our object. We appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to try his best 
to get more money for this department, and we will be grateful if he 
would show us the way how to assist and support him. We are ready 
to co-operate with him fully in this matter of improving the dead 
industry of Bengal. It is well known that this Council hus sanctioned 
the guarantee by Government of the cash credit arrangement between 
the department and the people, and I am sure it has not escaped our 
.notice that loan has been provided for in the budget for the work of 
that department, and I think we should proceed on these lines. It was 
the late Sir William Wilson Hunter, who once said “To get an inch 
from the Secretariat, one must shout and show cause for an ell.” So if 
the department wants the proverbial inch it must show’ cause for the ell, 
and there is not the least doubt that we shall be able to show cause 
for that ell. If the department has made a modest and modern pro- 
gress, it is well it has done so. Better a cautious advance than a 
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hasty march. Accumulated experience is of special value, but it has 
to be earned by hard labour. The Council will agree with Rai Mahasai 
that this department should not suffer for want of adequate funds; 
this is also my motion. But the House will agree that moving a cut 
motion is not the most effective wav of securing more money, so I do 
not press my motion, but I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister that con- 
sidering the interest which this House takes in the development of 
industries of Bengal, although he has been doing much for the improve- 
ment of the cottage industries, still we expect more from him. 


Mr. J. N. GUPTA: I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 11,38,000 
under the head “35 — Industries” be reduced by Re. 1. 

I have great pleusure in heartily supporting the observations which 
fell from Rai Mahasai, congratulating the Hon’ble Minister and 
officers of the department lor the very helpful beginning made in 
reviving cottage industries throughout Bengal. Having regard to the 
vast field of useful work that there is in that field, we must all agree 
that the resources at the disposal of this department are lamciitubly 
inadequate; and, therefore, we have every reason to support the motion 
that this department should receive far greater funds from Govern- 
ment than it has been found possible to place at its disposal up till 
now. Bengal of all the provinces of India, the imlegenous people of 
Bengal, are most lamentably backward in industrial enterprise and the 
time surely has come when Bengal must not only try and catch up 
with the other provinces, but rather lead the way. I have very often 
said that the fall in revenue of the province and the general decadence 
in the economic condition of the people all clearly point that some- 
thing is radically wrong and that practical well-thought-out measures 
are necessary to revive the flow of money and there is no greater need 
for urgent and immediate work than in the sphere of reviving the 
industrial enterprise of the people. With this is intimately connected 
the solution of the present problem of unemployment of young men 
in Bengal, and I am most pleased to learn from the speech of the 
Hon’ble Minister that young men have come forward und there is not 
that ground for complaining that young men have not sufficient 
energy and desire to take to industrial avocations as were generally 
believed. I feel certain that with more opportunities and greater 
encouragement it will he quite possible to show to the young men that 
the days that the so-called gentlemen professions of law and medicine 
are the only avocations in life for educated young men are past, and 
that the time will come when they must take to industrial occupation 
if they want to live. I do not wish to bring in any communal out- 
look in tbe discussion of a matter like this, but I think it is the 
Hindu youths who must realise more than anybody else that the doors 
of all sorts of Government employment may be more difficult of access 
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in the future than they have been in the past. Therefore, it is still 
more necessary that they should rally round the standard of 
industrialism and take to industrial occupation. There is nothing to 
prevent them from earning all the money they can by following an 
honest industrial enterprise, and that surely is a much nobler occupa- 
tion than running after all kinds of jobs and meet with disappoint- 
ment. The question to be considered is if the department is to get 
more money, where is the money to come from. Knowing the financial 
condition of the province and remembering the reply which the Hon’ble 
Minister for Local Self-Government gave yesterday, namelv, the 
feebleness about the prospect of getting a favourable and encouraging 
response from the Government of India, if an attempt is made to get a 
loan from the Government of India, it might be said that raising a 
loan is not a feasible proposition at the present stage of the economic 
condition of the country. 1 am not prepared to accept that as a final 
answer. The purpose for which we want a loan, namely, for agricul- 
tural improvement and industrial development are all remunerative 
objects. We do not want loan for unremunerative objects such as the 
jails or the police, but remunerative objects for saving the country 
from annihilation. That being so, the question of loan should be 
pressed by this Government and a hopeful reply may be and should be 
received from the Government ol India. In any case the Finance 
Member should be in a position to state* that an attempt was made, 
but they have not succeeded, ami until that is done, we on this side 
will not be satisfied that the Government is discharging its duties 
properly and doing everything they can to save Bengal from the poor 
position in which it is placed. With these words 1 strongly support 
the motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai that the Department of 
Industries should be placed in a far better position with regard to 
funds than at present. 


R#i 8lhib 8ARAT CHANDRA BALs Sir, I want to speak on 
motion No. (HI. Our popular Minister in charge of the department 
hus by contributing a handsome amount given a start to the State Aid 
to Industries Act and I take pride in announcing that our Engineer, 
Mr, S. C. Mitrn, has inspired the growing industries with newUfe and 
enthusiasm. Sir, 1 have seen how pottery, soap and other artistes are 
Hnanufacturecl and I was astonished to find that to manufacture all 
these big and costly machines are. not required. Mr. Mitra has 
invented some very easy methods by whic h anyone in any part of the 
country can earn his living with a small capital after few months’ 
training in some branch of the industries. I have seen young men 
getting training there and I also have had the opportunity of hearing 
•ome of them who stated that they were earning Us. 100 or even more 
mont h* Sir, taking into consideration the work that ia done by 
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*the department and before we support the motion, the following points 
deserve our careful consideration :■ — 

(1) Does our financial position justify in allotting to the work of 

the department more money than they required for the 
present? In other words, need we be overgenorous ? 

(2) Does the department want more money — not in the distant or 

near future — but just now to earn* on its work? Let the 
Minister in charge of the department enlighten the House 
on the point. 

(3) Will the work of the department suffer a setback if more 

money is not provided for it at once, or will it he uble U> 
carry on its work usefully and efficiently with the money 
allotted to it ? 

This House is fully aware of the admirable work that the depart- 
ment lias been doing and can only hope that work will be continued 
in the interest of the province. This House has not been slow to 
sanction funds for the work of the department. And I am sure nothing 
is farther from our minds than the determination that nothing beyond 
what has been provided for the department in the budget before us 
need or should be provided for it. Far from it. The work that the 
department is engaged in does not involve sterile expenditure like some 
of the work of some other departments of Government. It is highly 
productive. It augments the wealth of the people, develops the 
resources of the province and converts potentialities into practice. 
Such a department of Government should not suffer from want ofl 
necessary funds. 

But the question is: Does it require more funds just now? We - 
admire the department for proceeding cautiously and not indulging 
in extravagance and luxury like some other department, and we think 
it has cleverly cut its coat according to the cloth at its disposal. If 
that is so and I am assured that it is so, why move this motion in the 
House which is ever ready to be reasonable? Why not wait till the 
department comes up to us for more funds? 

I am glad, Sir, the paucity of funds has not chilled the enthusiasm 
of < beheads of the department. Kealising the financial position of the 
GoverRment but confident of the success of their schemes they have — 
some of them — suffered financial sacrifice to advance the work of th£ 
department and come up to sanction a loan arrangement. Such men 
will not only work wonders but will also refrain from extravagance. 
We can be sure of that. Under these circumstances and considering 
everything, I think the best course for this Council to adopt would be 
to agree to the arrangement about allotment that has been arrived at 
between the department and the Finance Member who represents tha- 
financial conscience of a financially weak Government. 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


m 


[23rd Mar., 


I hope the Hon’ble Finance Member, who is unfortunately absent 
now, will give the House the assurance that if and when the depart- 
ment will come to this House for more money to develop, extend or 
inaugurate their schemes he will not stand in the way of this House in 
granting more money to it. We are determined to see that the depart- 
ment does not suffer from lack of funds. And there is no need for our 
.drawing the attention of the Government to it by a tut motion. 


The Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Sir, as 
to the question of inadequacy of funds, although generally speaking 
the object of the entire grant in the transferred budget is to 'secure 
industrial development of the province either directly or indirectly, 
the grant for industrial development proper is shown under the head 
'“Industrial development” of the budget. If the hon’ble members will 
compare the figures under this head in the departmental budgets which 
jare Rs. 89,71b in 1928-29, Its. 91,949 in 1929-30, Rs. 1,04,050 in 
193041, Rs. 85,300 in 193142, Rs. 84,391 in 193243, Its. 1,89,000 in 
193344, Its. 2,02,000 in 193445, they will see that notwithstanding 
the present acute financial situation which has necessitated drastic 
curtailment of expenditure in all directions, the next year’s grant 
registers some increase over the revised and a substantial increase over 
.the grants in the preceding years. 

A provision of Rs. 1 lakh has been made in the Loans budget for 
,grant of loans to industries under the Bengal State Aid to Industries 
Act which has not been accounted for in the Industries (Transferred) 
budget. Besides, donations and contributions from some public- 
spirited gentlemen accumulating under the Bengal State Aid to Indus- 
tries Act Fund the assets of which now stand at Rs. 54,000 will also 
be made available for the same purpose. Further, Government have 
undertaken liability involved in the guarantee of cash credit with 
banks to the extent of Its. 50,000 for giving aid under the Act for 
which no specific budget provision is necessary. It will appear from 
the annual reports of the Industries Department that the main plank 
of the department is the provision of adequate facilities for technical 
•and industrial education including weaving and tanning education by 
the maintenance of Government technical schools including weaving 
institutions and the Bengal Tanning Institute and by the stimulation 
■of such education by means of grants-in-aid, the object of which is to 
foster the development of small and cottage industries of the province. 
A great forward step has recently been taken in this direction by the 
IttllitLhing of the unemployment relief scheme which provides for an 
intensive training in the more important cottage industries of the 
^provi^pe through the agency of the 28 additional demonstration parties 
^established under the scheme. ‘ 
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Sir, ia my speech iu introducing the demand finder this head, I 
have already indicated the satisfactory results which haye so far been 
obtained from the operation of this scheme for which a provision of 
over a lakh of rupees has been made in the next year’s budget. 

In the circumstances explained, Sir, I maintain that there is no 
real reason to grumble on the ground of inadequacy of funds. ' 

Before I conclude, Sir, I should like to express, on behalf of myself 
as representing the Industries Department of Government, our grati- 
tude to my friends for their very kind words which they have said in 
appreciation of such work which has been the lot of the Industries 
Department including myself to play towards the solution of the problem 
of unemployment and in connection with the development of industries 
in this province. 

I hope my friends will withdraw their motions. 

Munindra Deb Itai Mahasai’s motion was then, by leave of the House, 
withdrawn. 

Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar Sen’s motion was then put and lost. 

Mr. J. N. Gupta’s motion was then put and lost. 

Maulvi ABUL QUASEM: I beg to move that the demand of 
Its. 7,20,000 under the head “35A — Industries (Transferred)" be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion ul>out the policy and pui suits 
of the department). 

Sir, I have no desire to detain the House long. 1 would just wish 
to say that the policy adopted by the department as far as it goes is 
commendable. My only complaint is that it does not go far enough. 
The money that Government spend in order to revive the dead and 
dying industries is totally inadequate for the purpose. In these days 
of competition and muss production many of the cottage industries 
hove been killed and Government should pursue a bolder policy und 
should spend more money in order to revive the industries which are 
in a moribund condition. In my district of Khulna up till now no 
Advisory Committee of Industries has been set up and the Department 
of Industries appears to he paying little attention to the needs of the 
district. A band of peripatetic teachers 4)f industries is going round 
and visiting many districts, but I do not know when they are likely to 
visit my district. I would request the Hon’ble Minister to see that the 
good effects of his policy are extended to and enjoyed by ray district. 
With these words I commend my motion. 

Ktti IMDADUL HOQUE: I beg to move that the of 

Rs. 11,38,000 under the head "35 — Industries" he reduced k«-li 1 
(general policy). 

94 
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I do not know,' Sir, whether I shall sing hallelujahs to the Hon’ble 
Minister now or reserve them for a time yet to come. I think he has 
yet to justify the demands that have been made upon his department 
and the demands that we are going to make to-night. He has by now- 
started some demonstration parties which move from place to place 
training young men in various arts, namely, in shoe-making, belUmetal 
making, umbrella-making, soap-making and so forth, but we do not 
know whether by pursuing this training the candidates have been able 
to make a decent income or whether it will be at all possible for them 
to earn a decent income. Up till now there has been no purchasing 
bureau established, so I think that if after the training obtained in 
these institutions, the candidates do not find any market, the grant 
that is made to his department will be a sheer waste of money. Tip 
till now, Sir, there has been no attempt in that direction. Besides 
shoe-making and weaving is not a thing to which the hhculralo,, class 
will generally take to; they have got, sooial aversion to it. I find that 
one of the most important branches of training has not been taken into 
tie course, and that is tailoring. Tailoring is a subject to which 
young men of the lihtulniloi/ class should he glad to take to. But that 
is a branch which has been neglected. That side of the question has ' 
not apparently found approbation from the Ifon’hle Minister. After 
all the Hon’ble Minister has made an honest attempt, an honest attempt 
in this direction and is investigating various wavs of reviving the 
national industries of tl.e province. He is making Various experiments 
and trying in every way, hut if his experiments fail he cannot he held 
responsible hut he must have our thanks for his efforts. We only ask 
the Hon ’hie Minister to hear in mind that the money that is being 
made available for his department should lie used in u way that real 
benefit may accrue to the Is.ys of the hhuhalo,, class, and be should 
particularly remember the fact that the boys of the Umlralo,, class will 
gladly tuke to tailoring in preference to any other ait that he has 
already started So I hope the Ilon’ble Minister must take into his 
lead that lie should provide for training in tailoring in addition, to 
those that he has already arranged. With these words I move mv 

mnt.inn J 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: I would like to speak on this 
motion and also move my amendment No. 636 . 

* . Th * "•*•*» X- C. M. FAROQUI, Khm Bahwtor: I beg to 

submit, Sir, lus motion deals with a different matter. 

Mrj PRESIDENT: If Mr. Basu is not particularly keen on speaking 
on Hus motion he had better not- do so now. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: All right. Sir. 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


631 


1934.] 

TIN Hon'Mt Numb K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Sir, it h 
natural that there should be a demand for an intensified industrial 
policy, such as expansion of the demonstration parties for the relief of 
middle class unemployment, the setting up of marketing agencies for 
the marketing of the products of cottage industries, the establishment 
of pioneer factories and the Seram pore Weaving Institute, the addition 
of further technical schools, etc. Unfortunately, however, any such 
intensive forward policy would require a very large addition to the 
funds provided in the budget for t lie Department of Industries which 
funds could only come out of increased revenue, or lie provided at the 
expense of the many other departments and activities of Government. 
With the limited financial resources available to the province, the 
department have done their best to meet all the many claims, and the 
fact that the funds given to the Department of Industries have been 
increased even though the increase is small, shows that the Government 
is aware of the immense potentialities of the department in assisting in 
the realisation of the economic necessities of the province and is doing 
its best to take advantage of them. 

In view. Sir, of what J have stated, I hope that the House will appre- 
ciate that the Industries Department have been doing their best 
according to the resources at their disposal, and that the rate of any 
further progress in any direction, however desirable, must he condi- 
tioned by the staff and money available to the department or, in other 
words, the capacity of the province to hear the increased cost involved. 

I hope, Sir, that after hearing me my friend* will be prepared to 
withdraw’ their motions; otherwise, Government must oppose them. 

The motions of Maulvi Abul Quasem and of Knzi Emdadul Hoque 
w’ere then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 7,20, 000 under the head “35A — Industries (Transferred) ” he 
reduced by Rs. 100 (apathy of the Government for working the State 
Aid to Industries Act). 

Sir, it will l»e in the recollection of the House that it was so long 
ago as July, 1931, that the State Aid to Industries Bill was passed by 
this House amidst, if I may say so, a fanfare of congratulations and 
self-congratulatory speeches by us members, and that in thanking the 
House for passing the Bill the Hon’hle Minister said: “I trust tlut 
by the passing of this legislation a great public demand has been mat 
and we have taken a forward step towards the improvement of industries 
in this province.” From this remark made by the Hon’ble Minister 
it will Be seen that it was acknowledged that there was a public demand 
for a legislation of this kind. In fact the State Aid to Industries Bill 
was eagerly awaited by the country, but what has been the fata of this 
piece of legislation, to which this House committed itself three years 
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4gof As I have said, the Bill was passed in July, 1931, but it was not 
tiS 16 months later, that is, in October, 1932, that the Board was 
lormj^L It does of course take some time to conduct elections under 
the provisions of the Act, but I put it to the House whether it was 
consonant with that eagerness, with which the country welcomed the 
Act, and wanted to operate it, that 16 months should have been taken in 
forming the Board. The Board was formed in October, 1932. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I might inform Mr. Basu that the guillotine 
shall fall at 6 o’clock. 

Mf. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U” All right, Sir, I won’t take 
more than five minutes. The first meeting of the Board was held in 
November, 1932, and in the second meeting in the same month the 
Board framed certain rules and submitted them to Government: that 
was on the 18th November, 1932. The Government in its wisdom 
could not accept the rules as framed by the Board, but amended some 
of them in very important and vital matters and published those rules 
in the Calcutta Gazette in July, 1933, that is to say, two years after 
the Act had been passed by this Council. As soon as the Board met 
after the amended rules had been forwarded to them, they found out 
that instead of aiding and fostering industries the new rules would 
rather contribute to putting as much obstruction in the way of appli- 
cants for State aid as possible. Thereupon the Board considered these 
rules, found them unworkable and forwarded their revised rules to the 
Government. The rules have not yet been accepted or published, so 
that from July, 1931, though the Legislative Council thinks that it has 
conferred a great boon upon the people of this province by passing the 
State Aid to Industries Act, by the — shall I say — machinations — no, 
Sir — by the apathy, and probably the woodenness of the Government, 
that. Act is not functioning yet. I may also say that the account rules 
of the Board too have not yet been framed either. I submit that if the 
Government were at all anxious to see that the State Aid to Industries 
Act should function and function for the good of the province, they 
would have been certainly more expeditious in framing rules and allow- 
ing the Board to function. The Hon ’hie Minister has even to-day 
stated that by the provision of a lakh of rupees by way of loan and 
of Us. 50,000 as cash credit, it will now be possible to give an impetus 
to cottage industries. Sir, I am not quarrelling with the intentions of 
the Hon’ble Minister; I am not quarrelling with what he intends in the 
innermost recesses of his heart. In fact, by his own donations he has 
shown that he can back his intentions by action ; but, Sir, I am afraid, 
either he is too weak or he is too powerless not only against Mr, Wood- 
head, but against the rest of the Cabinet, and what has happened is 
this: that in spite of his best intentions and his expressions of good 
intentions, towards the country, I am afraid he has played into the 
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hand* of the more valiant Members of the Cabinet and he has allowed 
himself to be — but I will not use that word, for that may be unparijfc* 
mentary — allowed the Act to remain in a state of hibernation* { gtfb* 
mit that the working of the Act from which so much was expected not 
only by this Legislative Council and the public, but also by the 
Hon’ble Minister himself, I submit that the way in which Government 
have bungled their job, shows that they do not want the Act to function. 
When they found that the popular feeling of the country was unanimous 
on the point and they found that though the Act hud been passed by the 
Legislative Council the Department has been trying to see that the Act 
did not really function, and if it did function at all, not under the pre- 
sent constitution. 

Mr. L. R. FAWCU8: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to say a few 
words to counter the annual or perhaps six-monthly attack of Mr. Nuren- 
dra Kumar Basu against, the State Aid to Industries Act. lie knows 
very well and the House knows too the conditions under which this Act 
has to be worked, but there was nothing in his speech which revealed 
this fact. The House will remember that this Act was brought in in 
1931 as a tentative measure. It. was brought in against financial 
advice: it was brought in against the experience of other provinces; 
and there is only available a small fund of Its. 1,54,000 for the func- 
tioning of the Board. (Mr. N. K. Hast* : The Board does not work at 
all.) Out of this Rs. 1,54,000 a sum of Rs. 54,000 represents privute 
donations, and Government as trustees of that fund have to see that the 
money is spent in as careful a manner as possible. 

Now, Sir, there are two rules suggested by the Board to which 
Mr. N. K. Basu presumably refers: one of those rules is that the Board 
should have the power to sanction expenditure without reference to 
Government. (Mr. X. K. Bam : I did not sov that: what I did say 
was that the Board should have the power to reject without reference to 
Government.) I shall deal with this point presently. The other rule 
to which Mr. Basu refers is a suggested rule that we should give every 
member of the Board a fee — I think it is Rs. 32 — every time he attends 
a meeting of the Board. With regard to the first point, Sir, we must 
surely he very very careful in scrutinising the expenditure of the Board’s 
funds and we cannot reasonably refuse the Board the power to sanction 
expenditure without reference to Government and yet allow it to reject 
any proprosal without Government’s consent. 

With regard to the other cjuestion I would remind the House that 
ibe allowance paid to members of the Board involves two points: one 
relates to travelling and halting allowances while the other relates to 
tbe fee to be paid to each member of the Board for attending meetings, 
Wifcb regard to travelling allowance, it was at first laid down by Gov- 
ernment that those members who came from the mufa$*al should be 
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paid the ordinary second class travelling allowance and the usual corre- 
sponding halting allowance, but as representations of hardship were 
made, it was decided that anyone who travelled first class should be 
allowed to draw a sum equivalent to one first class fare. 

The other point relates to the allowance of Rs. 32 : in this case the 
Board asked Government to reconsider the decision to disallow such 
fees. It must however be remembered that there are men in Calcutta, 
of a calibre equal to that of the members of the Board, who do give 
their time for public service free of all cost. I think the Trustees of 
the Indian Museum and the Council of the Asiatic Society of Bengal 
are cases in point. Such men as Sir Rajendra Nath Mukharji, Sir 
David Ezra and Mr. Narendra Nath Law do not grudge to give their 
time in the interests of science without asking for a fee. (A voice: 
Mr. Basu is not so rich.) Should not t lien the members of the Board 
of Industries fairly be asked to do as much in the interests of the 
industrialists whose cause they have so much at heart. Unless Mr. Basu 
is prepared to do us much, it is not fair for him to accuse Government 
of being apathetic : be should realise that we are doing our best to 
implement this Act under very difficult conditions, on behalf of those 
whom it is intended to benefit. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I am afraid that a 
word or two is needed to correct the misapprehension which exists in 
the mind of Mr. Fawrns. Mr. Fawcus has acrused. indirectly though, 
the members of the Board of trying to mulct Government. I very 
much regret that the point which has not been referred to by Mr. N. K. 
Basu, namely, the question of travelling allowance, has been brought 
forward by Mr. Fawcus in order to throw a slur on the members of the 
Board. The Board itself knows very well either to accept or reject the 
rules. It is very sad to think that Mr. Fawcus should have made the 
allegation on the floor of this House that the members of the Board— at 
least some of them— want to travel in a class higher than they are 
generally accustomed to do. Sir, I am afraid that Mr. Fawcus has 
thoroughly misunderstood the position. (Mr. N. K. Bssr : It is also 

a want of good taste and shows bad manners.) Mr. Fawcus is aware 

or if he is not nware, he should know that there are members of the 
Board who have not been born either with silver or golden spoons in 
the mouth. Wlmt about the members of the British Parliament in 
which there ore members who have entered that Mother of Parliaments 
through dint of their own merit ? You will find in the same legisla- 
ture members who come from the classes known as the intelligentsia: 
many come from the middle classes also who earn their livelihood by 
the sweat of their brow. Sir, I may be told in reply that those days 
are past. It may be that the social structure of England has changed 
considerably of late, but that is beside the point. How can you expect 
people in this country, which is so poor, to give their time, energy and 
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service to public work unless you assure them of a minimum standard 
of amenities. (A voice: What about Secretaries travelling second 
while drawing first class fares?) I should have been extremely glad if 
a discussion of this nature could have l>een avoided on the floor of this 
House and I very much regret, it, because of the attitude which 
Mr. Fawcus has taken up. I am sorry to inform the House that this 
sort of attitude on the part of Government will only lead to resignations 
from the Board. 

Mr. ^arendra Kumar Basu's motion being 1 put a division was taken 
with the following result: — 


Blktb, Maalvl Syab Mijitf. 
Baavrji, Mr. P. 

Mata, Mr. Haraabra Kaaiar. 
Cbaabhari, Baba Ktebari Mabaa. 
Mbaaa, Dr. Aaialya Rataa. 
Mays*, Katl tnMil. 


AYES. 

Hats ala, Maalvl Mabaatiaab. 
Qaataai, Maalvl Alai. 

Ray, Mr. Ibaati Ihakbaratwar. 
Raal, Baba Hataal. 

Ray, Baba Jitvabra Ralb. 


N0E8. 


Atial, Mawabxaba Kbaraja Mabaisiaab, Kbaa 


HattaJa, Maalvl Latalat. 


Bababar. 

Abaiatf, Kbaa Bababar Maalvl Eaialabbla. 

Bal, Baba Laltt Kaaiar. 

Bal, Rai lahib tarat Chaabra. 

Barasaa, Baba Prtaihari. 

Baraia, Ral tablb Paacbaaaa. 

Batta ailay, Mr. i. M. 

Cbaabhari, Kbaa Bababar Maalvl Nalxar Rafcaiaa. 
Cbaabbari, Dr. bagtabra Ohaabra. 

Cabas, Mr. D. J. 

Ostt, Mr. B. t. 
ffbflay, Mr. M. 8. A. 

farayal, tba Haa’bls Ravab K. 8. M., Kbaa 
Bababar. 

Pawaaa, Mr. L. R. 

Bbasaavl tba Maa’bla Albabj Rawab Bababar Hr 
Abbalkarlai, af DUbaar. 

CUabrlit, Mr. R. H. 

Blabbiaf, Mr. D. 

Baba, Mr. P. R. 

Bapta. Rai Bababar Mabtabra Hath. 

Man, Mr. B. P. 


Kbaa, Mr. Raxaar Rabaiaa. 

Martla, Mr. 0. M. 

Mlttar, Mr. I. 0. 

Malllck, Mr. Makaaba Bahary. 

Rai, Ravaraab B. A. 

Rai, Baba Isk Lai. 

Raalaiabbla, tba Naa'bla Mr. Kbwaja. 
Rabaiaa, Mr. A. P. 

Rai Mabaaai, Maalabra Dab. 

Ray, Baba Hafaabra Rarayaa. 

Ralb, tba Haa’bla Mr. R. R. 

Ray, tba Naa'bla Hr Bijay Pratab Ha|b. 
Ray, Baba Harlbaata. 

Ray, Mr. laMaavar Ha|h. 
larkar, Rai Bababar Rabat! Mabaa. 

•aa, Ral Sahib Akabay Kaaiar. 

Saa, Mr. B. R. 

Tavaaab, Mr. H. P. Y. 

Wllkiaaaa, Mr. N. R. 

WUIIaiat, Mr. A. b«C. 

Waabbaab, tba Naa’bla Mr. b. A. 


“Ayes” being 11 and “Noes” 42, the motion was lost. 


Khw Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: On a ,»int of order, Sir# 
I would like a note taken of the fac t that I was a member of this Board, 
and that being the matter under discussion, 1 did not vote. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that it has ever been done before. 

Khan Jlahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I wish to draw your atten- 
tion to the fact that I myself am an elected menibf- this House and 
of the Board 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: But can you cite any precedent in support- of 
your request? 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: In these special circum- 
stances it is left to the discretion of the President. There is no definite 
rule, but it is open to the President to permit a note to be taken. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think we have ever done that. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: A convention might be 
created, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: "IVhat is the advantage? 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: It is not because I took 
any part in the debate and yet when voting came it would be necessary 
for me to vote, but 1 did not vote. It is very important, as 1 am one 
of the elected members of this House and as it appears that some reflec- 
tion appears to have been made on this Board to which w T e objected, but 
I refrained from taking any part in the voting. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I also am one of the 

members, but I did not take any part in the voting. Might 1 not follow 
the Khan Bahadur and state why I did not vote? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you also a member of the Board ? 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Ho, I am not. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Any way, what you have said will as a matter 
of course be recorded in the proceedings. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: What does the Khan 
Bahadur mean with regard to his attitude? Was he in favour or does 
he oppose? 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: That ought to be sufficient 
to all intelligence. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I leave it to you to infer that. 

The main demand under the head “35 — Industries” was then put 
and agreed to. 
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37 — Miscellaneous Departments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: (hi the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, I beg* to move that a sum of Its. 2,17,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head ‘‘37 — Miscellaneous depart- 
ments.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


41 and 60 — Civil Works. 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Sir, on 
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move 
that a sum of Rs. 82,82,000 be granted for expenditure during 1934-35 
under the head ”41 — Civil Works” and “GO— Civil Works not charged 
to Revenue.” 

It will appear from the budget estimates for 1930-84 that the estimat- 
ed expenditure for voted items inclusive of establishment charges was 
Rs. 71,47,000, while the revised for that year has been reduced to 
Rs. 71,27,500. The amount, namely, Rs. 82,82,000 which the Council 
is now asked to vote, shows an increase of Rs. 11.54,000 compared with 
the revised estimate which is due to following extra provisions under 
”41 — Civil Works” — 

(1) Rs. 3,74,000 for Road Development Fund works; 

(2) Rs. G, 14,000 for repairs which includes Rs. 1,50,000 for earth- 

quake damage repairs and Rs. 25,000 for occupiers’ share of 
municipal taxes which have devolved upon Government under 
the Bengal Municipal Act, 1932; 

(3) Rs. 1,71,900 under “Grant-in-aid”; 

(4) Rs. 1,15,700 for “Original works — Buildings” ; and 

(5) Rs. 0,300 under other head. 

Total, Rs. 12,82,500 counterbalanced by a reduced provision of 
Rs. 1 ,28,000 under ”00 Civil Works.” 

Under the head “Original Works — Civil Buildings,” it is proj osed 
to spend Rs. 17,500 on works for reserved subjects and Rs. 4,47,900 on 
works for transferred subjects. The items of works are specified in the 
“Civil Works” Imdgets emulated to the members of the Council. 

The amounts provided for reserve for minor works under the variout 
departments are intended for works costing small amounts in connection 
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with buildings occupied by the various departments. These works are 
generally within the power of sanction of the respective heads of depart- 
ments. 

“For “Communications,” no provision has been made under reserved 
while Rs. 3,85,446 which includes Rs. 3,64,800 for Road Development 
Fund works to l)e carried out by the Public Works Department have 
been provided under transferred. The items of works have been detail- 
ed in the budgets. 

Under the head “Repairs,” Rs. 4,22,000 is provided for reserved 
departments and Its. 35,64,000 for transferred departments as compared 
respectively with the revised estimate of Rs. 2,97,800 and Rs. 30,73,600. 
The apparent decrease in the revised estimate is due to the fact that a 
sum of Rs. 3,30,000 had to be surrendered out of the voted grants under 
“Repairs” on account of financial stringency. As urgent repairs to 
buildings and roads cannot be safely postponed any longer, an increased 
provision as compared with the current year’s revised estimate has to be 
made in the next year’s budget in addition to Rs. 25,000 for occupiers’ 
share of municipal taxes and Rs. 1,56,000 for earthquake damage 
repairs. 

The grant required on account of “Establishment” is Rs. 12,36,400 
as com j wuvd with the budget and revised estimates of Its. 13,04,250 and 
Its. 12,28,300 respectively for 1933-34. It will l>c seen that both the 
revised estimate and the demand have undergone considerable reduction 
which is due to retrenchment, and in fact, the reduction would have 
been greater but for our anticipations of recovering less establishment 
charges from the Central Government than previously accounted for. 
The small increase in demand over the revised estimate is partly due to 
this fulling of recoveries and partly to a reduced demand on account of 
the Public Works Department establishment in connection with the 
High Commissioner’s budget. 

For “Tools and plant,” Rs. 2,000 and Rs. 54,500 have been provided 
under the head “Reserved and Transferred” respectively against 
Rs. 2,000 and Rs. 50,500 in the revised estimate. 

Suspense— a sum of Rs. 7,000 has been provided under Suspense 
^Transferred) against Rs. 5,100 in the revised estimate. 

Under “Grant-in-aid” a provision of Rs. 21,16,900 inclusive of 
Rs, 8,73,000 for road development works to be carried out by the dis- 
trict boards, has been made against the revised estimate of 
Rs, 15,37,000 for the current year, which includes Rs. 4,65,000 for 
Road Development Fund works. The increase is due to increased pro- 
vision made for distribution out of the proceeds of the Motor Vehicles 
Tax, 
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no ^ b® 0U ^ °f place, Sir, to give here a short narrative of the 
steps taken by this department in the way of retrenchment both as a 
result of the Retrenchment Committee's recommendations and also of 
our own initiative. As early as in August, 1931, we started our investi- 
gations which, I am glad to say, were attended with good results; we 
could altogether abolish two divisions, eight sulnlivisions and four sec- 
tions before we had the report of the Retrenchment Committee before 
us. The cumulative effect of these abolitions is a recurring annual 
saving of Rs. 80,500 added to which there is a special saving of 
Rs. 17,400 by the curtailment of temporary staff in 1932-33. These 
activities of the department attracted good comments from the Retrench- 
ment Committee whose recommendations were then given the best con- 
sideration. The decisions so far taken by Government on them involve 
an approximate saving of Rs. 81,000 per annum. 1 need not here 
attempt to go into the details of these decisions as a statement of them 
has already been circulated to tin* members — the result on the whole, 
the actual cost of establishment in 1930-31. 

Moreover, during 1932-33 and 1933-34, economies of Rs. 1,52,000 
and Rs. 4,00,000 have been effected under “Repairs — Voted and i. on- 
voted” bv curtailing expenditure under that bead. 

I now move that a sum of Rs. 82, 82, (K)0 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “41 — Civil Works” and “GO— Civil Works not charged to 
Revenue.” 


Motions for rkdittion or rf.fi sal. 

Babu SUK LAL NAG: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 12,38,000 under the head ‘MIA — Civil works Communications 
Road Development Fund — Works” he reduced by Rs. 100 (to call 
attention of Government about the policy of distribution of money of 
the Road Development Hoard and to criticise the selection of members to 
the Provincial Road Development Hoard). 

Sir, the distribution of funds for taking up works has, to my mind, 
hitherto been made inequitable. The district of Khulna has been 
clamouring for a long time for the const ruction of two important roads, 
namely, Satkhira to Nava ran and Perojpur to Bagerhat. Hut the 
department turned a deaf ear to its wailings. The District Hoard of 
Khulna, in its address to II is Excellency the Governor, when he kindly 
visited there two years ago, made a spec ial mention about the urgency 
of the construction of the aforesaid two roads, and in reply to that His 
Excellency sympathised with our demands towards that end. T hope 
that the Board will accede to our requests for taking early steps in pro- 
viding funds for such construction. I beg to suggest that if the scheme 
followed by the Board for making very wide ftmds, be a little changed 
in making less wide, but still useful roads, as are generally made by 
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District Boards then with the allotment made lor a single road by the 
Board some three or four roads may be easily constructed with feuch 
allotment. 

Next, I beg to draw special attention to the fact of requiting 
members to the Provincial Road Development Board. As most of the 
districts are left unrepresented, I suggest that one member should be 
taken from each district as its representative. In that case, every dis- 
trict shall have the right of an opportunity to discuss the needs and 
necessities of their own districts. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion for ihe acceptance of 
the House. 

(The Council was here adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 12,38,000 under the head “41— Civil works— Com muni- 
cations Road Development Fund — Works’' be reduced by Re. 1 (to dis- 
cuss the working of the Road Development Fund schemes). 

Sir, the object of my moving this motion is not to pass a censure on 
the department, but to know the circumstances in which it has not been 
able to spend the whole of the Road Development Fund. I know the 
schemes of the department are to he carried out partly by the Public 
Works Department and partly by the district boards, bui 1 feel that 
there should have been expedition in spending this fund. If this money 
were kept in surplus year after year, it would he difficult for any depart- 
ment to spend it in one >ear. After all the tax-payer who pays the 
money expects the quickest return for his money. I feel that the dis- 
trict boards, the Public \N orks Department, the Irrigation Department, 
the Sanitation Department and various other departments are concerned 
in the working of these schemes, and probably inter-reference to all 
these departments would take time. AN hat I suggest is whether it would 
not be desirable, Wore any scheme of road development is sanctioned, 
for the Public* Works Department to convene n conference of the 
departmental beads including the District Engineer or a representative 
of the district board. In any case it would be interesting to know the 
circumstances under which this large amount was not spent. I think 
H i s impossible to settle up the matter unless a conference is convened. 

I want to know the policy that the Hon 'hie Minister wants to follow in 
carrying out the road development projects. 

Milllvi ABUL QUA8EM: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 3.85,000 under the head “41 A — Civil works — Communications" be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (policy and work of the Provincial Road Boards 

Sir, my motion is intended to give an opportunity to the Hon’bta 
Minister in charge to place before the House the policy that is being 
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p|nued by the Provincial Road Board and the work that has been 
afenpted or achieved so far. The Provincial Road Board is one of the 
wtob important bodies in the whole province, and in its policy and work 
the people are closely interested. I speak subject to correction, but so 
far a 8 my information goes I believe the Provincial Road Board has 
hithestt been pursuing a policy of only developing those roads which 
are of inter-provincial importance and are trunk roads. They have so 
far neglected smaller roads like those which connect a subdivision with 
the headquarters of a district. These roads have not been touched. I 
think the Provincial Road Board has now’ realised its mistake. These 


smaller roads are very often of the greatest possible importance to local 
areas. As my subdivision is vitally interested in this matter, I have 
been trying since I entered this Council to urge the importance of the 
Satkhira-N avaran Road. Satkhira is the biggest subdivision in the 
district of Khulna both in area and in population, but the House will 


be surprised to learn that it has no land route to get to the district head- 
quarters. In order to come to the district headquarters one has to per- 
form a tedious and unpleasant steumer journey of about 20 hours. If 
the Satkhira-Na varan Road could be made motorable, the whole journey 
could be performed in 4 hours instead of 20 hours as at present. This 
is a road of the greatest importance to the district of Khulna and Balm 
Suk Lai Nag has drawn attention to this. In the address presented to 
His Excellency the Governor by the District Board of Khulna in 
August, 1932, pointed attention was drawn to the need of improving 
this road. I do not know what decision the Road Board has arrived at 
as regards its inclusion in their programme. This road passes through 
two districts, namely, Khulna and .lessore, and according to the standard 
set up by the Road Board it may not he considered fit to he included 
in the programme of the Road Board, hut I do desire to emphasise .the 
fact that this is a road in which thousands are interested and it would 
not only be of the greatest convenience to the people but, would also 
bring in much revenue to the Eastern Bengal Railway if it is improved. 
The attention of the Road Board should be drawn to this. After all, 
the money comes from the people and the people should be made to feel 
that their feelings are not neglected by Government. I would suggest 
that this road should forthwith have a place in the programme of the 
Provincial Road Board. As regards the constitution of the Board, I 
believe certain interests are represented on it, and a Chairman from a 
district board from each division is taken on to it every 3 years. I think 
the representation of the district boards is far too inadequate. The 
representation should be extended and if possible all districts at a time 
should be allowed to be represented on the Board. At any rate the 
claims to representation of those districts particularly in which there 
are important roads in an undeveloped state should have prior considera- 
tion. I would specially urge that the Chairman of the District Board 
<>f Khulna should be nominated to the Board at its next reconstitution. 
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The Hoo'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD IlNCH ROY: Mr. PresidSfit, 
Sir, the two representatives of Khulna, Babu Suk Lai Nag and Maiflvi 
Abul Quasem, have two specific grievances against the road develop- 
ment policy of Government. First of all, they think that all the 
district hoards and especially the District Board of Khulna should have 
a representation on the Provincial Road Board. I may state the 
principle on which the Provincial Road Board has been constituted. 
We have four Chairmen of four district hoards from the four divisions 
and there is one member of the Local Self-Government Standing Com- 
mittee, besides representatives of public* bodies like the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, Automobile 
Association, one representative of the Eastern Bengal and East Indian 
Railways and one representative of the Assam-Bengal and Bengal- 
Xagpur Railways. This is the constitution of the Provincial Road 
Boaid. Besides these there are 5 representatives of Government on it. 
If the suggestion of my hon’ble friends were accepted that every district 
board should have a representative on the committee, it would make the 
body absolutely unwieldy. There are 27 districts; that means that there 
will be 27 representatives on the Board besides the representatives of 
Government and the representatives of the bodies representing special 
interests which will mean a miniature legislative council and it will 
cease to be an advisory committee, but would be converted into a 
debating society. My friend, Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque, has com- 
plained about the slowness of working the road programme. I am 
afraid that if this suggestion of the representatives of Khulna is 
accepted, it would make the progress of schemes still more slow. 

As regards the Satkhira-Navaran Road, I may state that we have 
been receiving for the last few months representations from the repre- 
sentatives of different places about the construction of roads in their 
own areas and all these representations will be considered when the 
next five years’ programme of road development will be framed. 
Government have recently decided to appoint a Special Officer to make 
u complete survey of t lie road programme of the whole province, and 
this officer in consultation with the district officers, the district 
engineers and the district boards would prepare a programme with 
due regard to the economic development of the areas, the nature of the 
soil and the question of drainage which is more important in a pro- 
vince like this so that by construction of mads we may not make it more 
unhealthy. Whether traffic will develop on the roads we improve and 
sirfnlnr other questions will also be taken into account. The Govern- 
ment of India have recently suggested that they might be agreeable in 
allowing the T/icnl Government to capitalise a portion of the Petrol 
Fund in constructing roads as well as in maintaining roads improved 
out of the loans from the Petrol Fund. That would give us sufficient 
money to proceed with an ambitious road programme during the next 
few years, and with this object in view Government have just decided 
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® Special Officer to go into the question very thoroughly. 
It i»#ery difficult for me to sav how long it will take, but certainly it 
is not going to lie delayed beyond what is absolutely ueeessnry. 


Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Will one officer be sufficient, Sir? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8A0 8INGH ROY: Yes. One 
officer is more than sufficient, because he will l>o helped by the district 
officer, ajid the district board. The district officer will he asked to 
prepare a programme of road development according to the importance 
of the roads in hi> jurisdiction and he will submit the sc hedule of roads 
in their order of impoi lance. 1 may say also in this connection that 
Government have alieady decided to capitalise a portion ot the motor 
vehicles tax to build some ot the important bridges and the work is 
expected to l>egin within the next financial year. 

Khan Bahadur Azizul liaque complained of the slowness of 
our programme. We have received ubout Rs. 60 lakhs from the 
Government of India out ot the l'etnd Fund and out of that nearly 
Rs. -JO lakhs is going to 1 m* expended within the present financial year. 
1 hope my friend will realise the difficulty of coming to a decision in 
settling road alignments. There are various questions to be considered 
and solved before Government can finally make up their mind. 
Resides the difficulties about alignments there is the question of 
drainage which is of very great importance. The irrigation Depart- 
ment, the local officers, the local bodies and the railways have to he 
consulted. I may also mention in this connection that in future 
development cd roads Government will not confine its ac tivities only to 
the important roads, 1 mean, only the trunk roads, but would also try 
to improve the feeder roads, which will improve the economic condi- 
tion of the country; hut they will at the same? time try to avoid com- 
petition with the railways as far as practicable, because that is the 
policy which was discussed and almost unanimously recommended at 
the Railroad Conference that wus held ut Simla towards the beginning 
of the financial year. So I think this reply of mine covers almost nil 
the points that have been raised in connection with the several cut 
motious, which my honourable friends have advanced, and will satisfy 
them that Government are not at all indifferent but on the contrary 
are very' anxious to proceed with an ambitious rood programme; and 
if things go on well, in ft few years’ time Bengal will he covered with 
many highways which will add to the prosperity of the nation. With 
these words I would request the movers to withdraw their motions. 

The motion of Babu Suk Lai Nag (No. 659) was then by leave of 
the House withdrawn. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axisul Haque was then by 
leave of the House withdrawn. 
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* The motion of Maulvi Abul Quasem was then by leave of th^JIouse 
withdrawn. 

Dr. AM ULYA RAT AN CH08E: 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 82,49,000 under the head “41A — Civil works” be reduced by Rs. 100 
(bad condition of Grand Trunk Road, Benares Road and public 
buildings, courts, etc.). 

Sir, I have tabled this motion to draw the attention of the Govern- 
ment to the bad condition of the Grand Trunk Road. The condition of 
the Grand Trunk Road is very bad, and it is not given that attention 
which the importance of this road demands. Some time ago the Grand 
Trunk Road was in a very miserable state and after some movements in 
this Council the condition of the road was improved to a certain extent. 
But the condition is not yet satisfactory. Some portion of the road has 
been provided with footpaths and some portion left out. Sir, it is 
known to all that the Grand Trunk Road is almost the imperial road of 
Bengal and its importance is known to everybody in this province. 
Although a certain portion of it is tarmaeadamised, still its major por- 
tion is left untarmacadamised, ami therefore the traffic suffers too much 
for the bad condition of the road. The portion that was tarmaeadamised 
two or three years ago is in a very bad condition now as very poor 
repairs are made. The attention paid to this import ant road ought to 
be much more than what it now receives. 

Then, Sir, another important road, namely, the Benares Road, is 
also totally neglected by this department. There are so many ruts and 
holes there that it is very dangerous for vehicular traffic and pedes- 
trians to pass. I do not understand why this important road which 
was some time ago the second in importance to the Grand Trunk 
Road should be neglected in this way. I hope the Benares Road will 
be improved within a measurable distance of time so that the people 
using this road may not feel inconvenience. 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOOD HEAD: May I inquire, Sir, where 
this Benares Road is? 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: The Benares Road starts off from 
the Grand Trunk Road at the junction of Horoganj Road in Howrah. 
I am sorry that the Hon’ble Finance Member does not know where 
Benares Road is. The importance of the road as I have already said 
is next to Grand Trunk Road. Although it seems that the Hon’ble 
Members and Ministers have forgotten where the Benares Road is, I 
hope they will kindly take note henceforth that the Benares Road is 
.also a road wiich requires attention and which should not be 
-cold shade of neglact. 
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I wiJJ now point out some of the defects that a&*aeen in public 
buildings — I mean the Howrah Civil and Criminal Courts. Sir,* in the 
Criminal Court there is a staircase leading to the Judges Court which 
is in such a broken condition and in such a dangerous condition that 
people using it are liable to the danger of falling and getting injured. 

* 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Are you sure that it is not due to 
earthquake? 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, I may say that long before 
the earthquake the questioner himself felt the difficulty, and he had 
to take the assistance of some of the pleaders to relieve him. 

Again, Sir, the Howrah Court precincts and the compound of the 
court are usually very bad — full of dust and other nuisance and dirt; 
no attention is ever paid to the condition of the court buildings. The 
Civil Court building is very dark and the library there is a dark, dingy 
room and is a breeding place of all sorts of diseases — tuberculosis ami 
other such diseases. These aie the conditions of the public buildings 
of Howiah and no attention is paid to their removal. Sir, it is in the 
interest more or less of the Government that I raise this question, and 
of course the public aie inteiested in the improvement of these build- 
ings. Sir, if these repairs aie not effected now, Government will see 
that in the long nin they will have to spend a huge sum of money as 
the condition of the buildings will he such that minor repairs will 
not l>e of any avail and the buildings will lie useless for the purpose 
for which they are meant. On the other hum), if the repairs are 
made in time, Government will be saving a large sum of money in the 
long run. A stitch in time saves nine. T therefore commend my 
motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: May I inquire, Sir, if 
the Howrah Municipality contribute anything towards the maintenance 
of the Grand Trunk Road? 


Rai Bahadur J0GE8H CHANDRA 8EN. I want to sav only a few 
words, and I think Dr. Gliose might as well have asked for an explana- 
tion from the HonTile Minister as to why the Library of the Howrah 
Police Court, -etc., is not kept properly clean, etc. Really, Sir, if such 
things are to be discussed on the floor of the House, the proceedings 
will become really funny and farcical. 

, 4 " 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: I submit that nothing is too small and 
trivial for this House. 

35 
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* Mr. L. R. fmCUti Sir, I was surprised when I learnt ffem the 
tabling of this ^rntotion that the Grand Trunk Road is contfllered to 
be in a bad condition. As a result I had inquiries made as regards the 
condition of thavroad. 


I have been informed by the Superintending Engineer in charge of 
the Circle concerned that though the road was damaged last year by 
excessive ruin it has now been repaired and is in a tolerably good 
condition, though u portion between miles 28 and 36 is reported to be 
somewhat rough. I hope this information will satisfy Dr. Ghose. - 


As regards the buildings, Sir, that is really a matter for the 
administrative department. We do what we can with available funds 
but naturally we are very much handicapped by prevailing financial 
conditions. I hope therefore that Dr. Ghose will see his way to with- 
draw his motion. 

Dr. Atnulya Ratan Ghose’s motion was then by leave of the Ifouse 
withdrawn. 


The main demand under the head “41 and 60 — Civil works” was 
then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

"lhe Council was then adjourned till 10-30 a. in. on Saturday.Hhe 
24th March, 1034, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative CouncS ifesethbled under 
the provisions of the Government of (s^is Act. 

The Council met in the /jQeuneil Chamber iu the Council Housa^,.\« 
Calcutta, on Saturday, the 24th March, 1984, at 10-80 a. m. * **** 


Present: 

lift. President (the Hon'ble Itaja Sir Man math \ Nath Hay Ciiau- 
dhubi, kt., of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon'ble Members of the 
Executive Council, the three llon'hle Ministers, and S4 nominated, 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

8iA-Regi$trar of Miladi (BakarganJ). 

•154. Maulvi 8YED 08MAN HAIDER CHAUDHURI : (a) Is the 

Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) Depart- 
ment aware — 

( i ) that the sub-iegistmr of Muladi in the district of lfuknrgnnj 
registers! certain (bailments of transfer of occupancy- 
holding without receiving the prescribed landlords’ transfer 
^ fee ; and 

(tV) that a cotnplnint has been made to the Registrar to that effect? 
(h) if m answer to (d) is in tin* affirmative — 

</) why was it so; 

(ti) what stops have Ihvu taken to prevent a recurrence*; and 
f ft*') what is to happen in the matter of the registration of those^ 
documents ? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. • 

(b) (i) As the documents did not expressly describe the tenancies 1 
as occupancy holdings but as raiyuti jotes under jotes, the sub- 
registrar treated them as under-raiyati holdings. 

(*i) The sub-registrar has l»een asked to charge landlords’ transfer 
fees in su^h cases hCfuture. 

fiVi) fygiftpit ion has already be:'n effected. 
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Text Book Committee. 

•155. Mr. N AREN DR A KUMAR BA8U: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Text Book Committee has directed that 
in history hooks submitted for approval to the committee there must 
he no reference — 

(1) to the murder of Jalaluddin Khiliji ; 

(2) to the pranks of Sultan Muhammad Tughlak; 

(2) to the atrocities committed by Jehangir and Aurangzeb on 
the Sikhs and their gurus; 

(4) to the anti-Hindu activities of Aurangzeb? 

((>) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister 1 k> pleased to state whether the Text Book Committee* has 
acted as such with the prior approval of the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: {a) The sub-com- 
mittee of the Text Book Committee, which was npjxunted to deal with 
History text hooks for classes III to VIII, reported that practically 
all tht' hooks submitted stood in need of revision or correction. Cer- 
tain members of this subcommittee were npixiinted to go through the 
approved hooks and to draw attention to those faults, which could 
easily he remedied, and their suggestions were placed before the 
authors and publishers. 

The Central Text Book Committee approve text books for pupils 
from 8 to 18 years of age. The curriculum of history does not con- 
template a critical and scientific study of the subject, but merely stories 
and outlines in easy narrative form. Gruesome accounts with unneces- 
sary details are eminently unsuitable for such pupils and, in approv- 
ing text hooks in history, the Central Text Book Committee have been 
guided by the following, among other, considerations, viz; — 

(1) that there should not he anything that tends to offend moral 
feelings and sentiments; 

(2) that it is not necessary to give detailed stories of atrocities, 
butchery or bloodshed, which, whether true or false, can only do harm 

young minds; 

(.'!) that the hooks should contain nothing likely to create feeling 
of race hatred or class and religious animosity in impressionable minds 
and that references to facts, which are not essential and which are 
unsuitable for children, or exaggerated statements should he avoided; 

{4) that text books, while historically accurate, should be of a 
nature to promote mutual understanding of the peoples and should not 
le prejudicial to a spirit of amity and good-will; 



QUESTIONS. 


549 


. 198iT£ 

(5) that the stories selected should be those likely to have a healthy 
moral influence on the minds of the pupils. 

Examples of passages which have been omitted in accordance with 
these principles are contained in a statement which is placed on the* 
table. 

(h) The Text Book Committee does not submit recommendations 
to Government or obtain Government’s approval to them. 

Statement referred to tn the reply to starred question Xo. 7J<> (a) (S). 

(a) “That there was a blind man in Delhi who was dragged to 
Dovgiri by means of a string tied to his legs, under orders of Muham- 
mad Tughlak, that on the wa\ his limbs having separated from his 

trunk remained, and at last onh a leg reached Devgiri.” 

* 

(h) “That the troops of Banda committed the utmost oppression 
on the Mussulmans, killed Mussulman women and boys and used to 
desecrate their mosques.** 

(<■) “ifiat Aura ngzeh was a bigoted Mussulman, who believed that 
Islam alone was the true religion and all other religious faiths were 
false, that to safeguard the interests of Islam was the foremost duty 
of a Mussulman Emperor and that to destroy the religion of non- 
Mussulmans was an act of piety.” 

(d) “That Aura ngzeh hated the Hindus, that he commanded the 
Subadars to demolish Hindu temples and stop the worship of the 
Hindus, that images of gods and goddesses were rarried in bullock 
carts to the capital and weie insulted and desecrahsl in various 
ways.” 

(e) “That Aurangzeb ordered that no employment should la* given 
to Hindus.” 

(/) “That Sonamoni, the beautiful widowed daughter oi ('hand 
Itoy, was treacherously taken to Ksa Khan's palace by Srimauto 
Brahmin, to whom (’hand Ho\ had entrusted the duty of escorting her 
to her father-in-law’s house.” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to state the names of the memlieis of the siib-comnnttee referred 
to in answer (a)? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN: I do not think it is 
desirable. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Did 1 bear the Hnn'hlc Minister 
to snj* thaj: it is not desirable to publish Hie nanms of the members? 


The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes 
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Mr, NARENORA Kl)MA« RAW: 4re (fee names of the members 
of the Text Book Committee puhlie or privafof “ 

'$■» * r * 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHW&A NAZIMUODIN: They are public, but 
in this case we do not propose that the names should be given. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA*U: On what ground does the 
Hon’ble Minister think that it is not desirable to give these names? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUODIN : The reports of the 
sub-committee are always treated as confidential by the Text Book 
Committee. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Is not the Text Book Com- 
mittee wholly independent of Government control? 


The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUODIN: The Text Book Com- 
mittee makes recommendations to the Director of Public Instruction 
who is the final authority. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : Is it a fact that the 1). P. I 
by which T suppose the Director of Public Instruction is meant dis- 
poses of the recommendations of the Central Text Book Committee under 
certain rules and not arbitrarily? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUODIN: He is the final author- 
ity on the matter. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : Is not authority of the Director 
of Public Instruction subject to revision by Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUODIN: All actions of the 
heads of departments are subject to revision by Government. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state under which classes [from (1) to (5) of the answer] the 
instances referred to in the question would come? 

, The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUODIN: In my option the 

Instances referred to are covered by the five principles that have Wen 
latnJ down by the Text Book Committee. * 
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MrCSHANTI SHEKtfAREtWAR BAY: Ate Qie Te^ook Com- 
mitted guided by thes& ^moderations io far as Hindu sentimetttfc are 
concerned? H 

* 

The Hon'ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIH: 1 would refer the 
hou’ble member to the examples already given in the answer in which 
he will find that both Hindu and Muhammadan stories have been 
omitted. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is it not a fart that the 
sub-committee which is appointed by the Text Hook Committee is a 
confidential body and their proceedings are never published? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIH: Quite true. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZOL HAQUE: Is it not a fart that the 
number of fnembers which ordinarily constitutes a sub-committee is 
only three ftnd is it not a fact that there is only one Muhammadan in it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIH: I cannot go into detail* * 
about this matter. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : Is it not a fart thut the only 
Muhammadan member in the sub-committee is Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Azizul Haque? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: T cannot go into it, it is 
confidential. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is it not a fart that the 
International Intellectual Co-operation Society under the League of 
Nations has enunciated the principles that the history of text-book* may 
be so written that the rising generation may grow up in the spirit of 
peace and good-will ? 

(No answer was given.) 

Babu JITENDRALAL BAHNERJEE: Does the sub-committee 
consist of History teachers and History experts? 

. vv f 

Th* Hon’bte Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: The member* *j» 
mostly teachers of History. 
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Bate JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Are there any experft jin the 
committee; if so, how many? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I satf teachers, and 

teachers are generally considered experts. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Saiar as class VIII is con- 
cerned, are not the pupils in it considered to be in the immediate pre- 
matriculation stage? 

The Hon’bld Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIH; Certainly. 

Babll JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE. In view of that, would it not 
he proper that they should have a correct view of History and not the 
view* represented bv any committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: As far as the essential 
facts of History are concerned, they are given a correct view. It is only 
ns regards details as the hon’ble member will find in the examples 
given in the answer — that certain stories have been omitted. No essen- 
tial facts are distorted. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Are they the only examples? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Jn an> case not one 
of them goes be\omi the principles laid down. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: So far as these principles 
are concerned, are they applied only to text-books on History or also on 
text-books on Morality and Ethics? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: They refer to text- 
books as they should be written for students of all classes III to* VIII 
whether you take it from ethical or historical point of view*. 


Distress in Jessore. 

*156. Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWDHURY: {a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware - 

(i) that famine has broken out within the jurisdiction of Chandi- 
barpur, JSinghia union hoard of Narail and in the Narail 
subdivision of the district of ’Jessore; 
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ft) that the Subdivisioual Officer of Narail and the members of the 
Narail Bar have constituted a committee to collect funds to 
help the sufferers of the locality ; * 

4 Sir P. C. Ray, Rai Bahadur Ishan Chandra Ghose (retired 

Government officer), Mrinal Kanti Basu, Editor, Amrita 
Hazor I at-vika, the Mayor of Calcutta, and other dis- 
tinguished public men have also Ruined a committee to col- 
lect funds and help the famine-stricken people of the Narail 
subdivision ; and 

(tV) that the famine-stricken people of Chandilmrpur, Singhiu, 
Naldi union boards within the Narail subdivision are 
experiencing difficulty in p&ying their union board taxes and 
rents due to the znmindars? 

(b) If the reply to (a) (ir) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what action have Government taken or do 
they intend to take in the matter? 

(c) If no action lias been, or is intended to be, taken, what are the 
reasons? 


Mr. 0. M. MARTIN: M ay I, with your permission, lead the 
answer? 


Mr. PRE8IDENT : Yes, please. 


Mr. 0. M. MARTIN: <«) (y) No actual tamiiie has appealed in 

these areas, but distress now pre\ails in parts of Narail, MugUtu and 
Nadar subdhisions of the district owing to partial failure of amt and 
a matt crops due to excessive rains followed by high flood. 
hi) and (tii) Yes. 

{tv) Some people in the affected areas are experiencing such 
difficulty. 


( b ) Government have sanctioned so lar Its. 00,500 for agricultural 
loans and Its. 2,000 gratuitous relief. Besides this the Managers of 
Court of Wards have Wen asked not to file new' certificates against 
tenants in distress in the affe«ted areas and certificate officers have Huen 
asked not to execute warrants of nttathmeut against really indigent 
persons in those areas. Tenants offering to pay up rents for one year at 
least have also been grunted remission of interest. # 




oes not arise. 


Printing mactiinn of the Bengal Covernmwit Praia. 


•187. Maulvi ABDU8 8AMAD: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Finance Department, with reference to the reply to the, 
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starred question No. 13, dated the 9th of February, 1928, be pleased to 
state whether the five printing machines and three typecasting 
machines which were not being used then are in use now? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the* 

Member be pleased to state the reasons why they were bought? 

♦ 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the dates on which 
those machines were bought and what were their respective prices? 

MEMBER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bte 
Mr. J. A. Woodhead): (a) The five printing machines are now in use. 
The three type-casting machines, not being suited for mechanical .com- 
position, have been sold. ^ v 

(b) and (c) The type-casting machines were bought twenty-four 
years ago, that is, several years before the general adoption of mecha- 
nical composition. Information as to the prices paid for them is not 
readily traceable. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : Can the Hon’ble Member give us an idea as to 
how long these machines last? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: No, Sir. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the Ilon’ble Member in a position to contra- 
dict me if I say that these machines were purchased at a cost of 
Its. 16,000? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: I do not know how much the 
machines cost. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the Hon’ble Member in a position to contra- 
dict me if I say that they cost Its. 16,000 and that they were sold only 
for Us. 3,000 and that is the reason why the Hon’ble Member is not in 
a position to give the figure I asked for. 

(No answer was given.) 

Deputy Superintendents of Press. 

*158. Mtulvi ABDUS 8AMAD: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Finance Department l>e pleased to state whether the 
Deputy Superintendents of Press are always recruited from aWngs* 
* passed printers? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative — 

(*) are the present Deputy Superintendents of the Bengal Govern- 
ment Press passed printers; 
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(ii) where were they employed before being appointed to their 
present posts; 

what was the salary attached to the respective |H>sts in which 
the Deputy Superintendents of the Bengal Government 
* Pr»ss were employed before their present appointments : 

(iv) what are the present ages of the respective Deputy Superin- 
tendents of the Bengal Government Press; 

(r) what is the length of the period of their present service; 

(ef) what ore their qualifications; 

(rilj ho# were they selected tor theii present appointments ; 

( riti ) w’hat was their initial salary; and 
(i.r) what is their present salary Y 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: (a) and (b) (t) Yes. 

(t'i) Two with printing firms in Talcutta and one at the Bengal 
Government Press. 

(it/), {iv), (v) and ( i.r ) A statement is laid on the table. 

(vr) They are passed printers. 

(r»V) By selection after advertisement. 

(nn) 11 u pees 550. 


Statement referred to in answer to starred question No. V)H (b), (tit), 
(iv), ( r) and (ij). 


1 

Salary of 
post held 
before 
appoint- 
ment on 
Deputy 
Superin- 
tendent. 

Present aR*' 

length of service. 

Present 

salary. 


FU. 



•|U. 

Mr. C. Heath .. 

Not known 

31 yean 4 months 

0 yean 3 months . , 

700 

Mr.H.W. Shea 

330 

30 yean 6 months 

5 yean 2 months . . 

700 

Mr. C. H. Amott 

Not known 

34 yean 8 months 

3 yean 6 months . . 

070 ; 
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Employees in the Bengal Government Press. 

•159. Maulvi SYED OSMAN HAIDER CHAUDHURI: (a)) 

the Ilon’ble Member in charge of the Finance Department await*— 

(?) that the number of employees in the Government of fndi 
Press, Calcutta, is larger than the number of employees i 
the Bengal Government Press; 

(ii) that there are two time-keepers in the Government of Indi 
Press, Calcutta; and 

(hi) that there are five time-keepers in the Bengal Govemmei 
Press ? 

(b) If the answer to (//) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’bl 
Member be pleased to state the reasons of employing five time-keeper 
in the Bengal Government Press? 

(r) Mill the llon’ble Member l>e pleased to lay a statement o: 
the table showing the number of employees in the Bengal Governmen 
Press ? 

The Hon’Me Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: (a) (i) and (ii) Yes. 

(a) (hi) and (b) Five j arsons are employed in the time-keeping estab 
lishment of the Bengal Government Press. This establishment hai 
clerical as well as time-keeping duties to perform. Xo more than twc 
persons are at any one time actually employed on time-keeping work 
A statement is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question .Vo. m (c). 


Salaried officers , ... 4 

Salaried supervising staff 
Salaried clerical establishment 57 

Salaried muling establishment ... 7 ] 

Salaried and piece operatives and other 

establishment 507 


092 


Provident Fund in the Bengal Government Press, 

*190. Maulvi SYED OSMAN HAIDER CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the 

^Member in charge of the Finance Department aware-v 
(t) that according to the Government of India Resolution 
5o. A. 31, dated the 15th of July, 1920, a Provident Fund 
was started for the benefit of the employees in the Govern- 
ment of India Press appointed after that date; 
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(H) that the Provident Fund was started in the year 1931; and 

(m) that the Government of India began to contribute their portion 
* from the middle of the year 1920? 

<*> Is the Hon’ble Member also aware that in reply to a resolution 
moved in this Council on the 12th February, 1929, the Hon'bl© 
Mr. Marr, the then Finance Member, said in connection with tho 
question of starting a suitable Provident Fund for future employees 
in the Bengal Government Press, ‘Sve were prepared to give effect to 
it at once but are awaiting the results of the inquiries of the Govern- 
ment of India who are trying to frame lules for a Provident Fund for 
the employees of their ]irt\sses”? 

(c) Is the llon’ble Mem lie r aware — 

(i) that in the On\ eminent of Bengal, Finance Department, c ircular 
No. JjSl, it is stated that all the piece-workers up]x>intcd 
after the 31st of Mart'll, 1934, and such other piece-workers 
who have not \c< attained the ixmsionable status and who 
have been np|x>inted before 31st of March, 1934, would be 
able to enter the Provident Fund and by doing so they 
would forfeit their claims to pensions or Government con- 
tributions for services prior to that date: and 

(ii) that the present Superintendent of the Bengal Government 
Press made the piece-workers sign their names on the applica- 
tion for tho Provident Fund b\ giving them to understand 
that the Provident Fund in the Bengal Government Press 
would be on the same line with that of the Provdient Fund 
in the Government of India Press? 

(J) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble 
Member lx* pleased to state the reasons therefor? Will the* Hon ’hie 
Member lx? pleased to lay on the t,.ble a copy of the rules framed for 
the conduct of affaits in the Provident Funds in the Government of 
India l*re*s and the Bengal Government Press? 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAO: ( a ), (h) and (r) (,*) Yes. 

(c) (ii) No. 

(d) The reason is to be found in tire fact that the pensionary system 
was abandoned in the Government of India Presses for employes* 
recruited after the 15th July, 1920, whereas this was not the case in 
the Bengal Government Press. A copy of the contributory Provident 
Fund Rules of the Government of India and a copy of the Rules of 
this Government are laid on the Library table. 
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Mr. P. BANERJI l Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
after the abandonment of the pensionary system of the Government o 
India on, the 15th July, 1920, this system was continued by the Govern • 
ment 0 / India ? > 

Th* Hon'ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: The hon’ble member is 
referred to answer ( d ). 


P . BANERJI: Is it not a fact that at the time when the pen- 
sionary system was abandoned by the Government of India a similar 
circular was issued by them to the Government of Bengal asking them 
to contribute to the provident funds of the Government of India? 


Th0 Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: I have no information as 
regards the issue of any such circular. 


Mr. P, BANERJI: Is it not a fact that the Government of Bengal 
have not taken any steps to give effect to the Government of India Cir- 
cular for contributory provident fund for the last 14 years? 

Tbe Hon’ble Ml*. J. A. WOODHEAD: The Goveinmei|t of India pro- 
vident fund rules were issued in 1931. 


Madaripur Bil route canal. 

* 161 . Khan Bahadur Maulvi ALIMUZZAMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(n) \\ ill the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department 
bo pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(?) what is tlie total expenditure so far incurred by the Govern- 
ment for the excavation, dredging and maintenance of the 
Bil route canal in the district of Fnridpur; and 

(it) what it the annual average income received by the Govern- 
ment (1) from collection of tolls, (i?) from steamers and other 
vessels passing through the canal, and (3) also from other 
sources, namely, settlements of fishery rights within the 
canal and surplus acquired lands on its banks? 

(1) Is the river I^ower Kumar from Fatepur to Ohnrmuguria 
included iu the Bil route canal? 

(c) Is the same being controlled by the Government Irrigation 
Department along with the excavated portion from Haridaspur to 
Fatepur? 
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(tf) Is the Hon’ble Member nvrare — 

V 

d) that the canal is the only water course connecting Khulna with 
Madaripur; -and « ♦ 

' % 

(ti) that the rapid silting up of the river Lower Kumar will result 
in the closing of the Bil route canal to navigation and in 
the ruin of the growing trade of Madaripur and other out- ? 
lying stations? 


(r) Is the Hon’hle Member also aware that the Pilot Superintendent 
of Messrs. India General Navigation und River Steam Navigation 
and Railway ( ompany has leported that the steamer services lad ween 
Madaripur and hatepur (Sindia Ghat) he discontinued as the river has 
become too shallow tor vessels with small draft to pass through? 

(/) Is it a tact that to keeji the river Lower Kumar navigable 
throughout the year the Government have constructed lock-gates at the 
mouth of all side canals on the southern hunk of the river from llajnir 
to Ghatmajhi ? 

(</) Jt tin* answer to (/) is in the uffinmitive, will the Hon’hle Mem- 
ber he pleased to state what has been the total expenditure incurred by 
the Government for the construction of the lock-gates? 

{h) Is it a fact that alter the lock-gates scheme had I icon put into 
operation itmnm found to he unsuccesslul and has been completely 
abandoned ? 

{t) Will the Hon hie Member he pleased to state the officers res- 
ponsible for the scheme? 

{)) Do the Go\ei ament intend keeping the liter I/ower Kumar 
navigable by dredging? 


MEMBER in charge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’hle Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir Abdelkerim Chuznavi, of Dilduar); 

(<i) (t) The total capital expenditure on the Madaripur Bil route to the 
end of the year 1932-33 is IN. 84,45,863 (direct and indirect) and the 
total revenue expenditure on the canal to the end of the same year N 
Rs. 63,12,397. 

(ti) The annual average income from navigation for the 5 years 
ending 1932-33 is IN. 2,72,008 and from other sources for the same 
period Its. 4,516. 

(5) and (r) Yes. 
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(dj (i) No; there is an alternative connection vide the Gabkhan 
^haraai-Barisal route. 

(if) This will be the result if the Lower Kumar silts up, but 
enfjeavours are being made to prevent the silting as far as possible. 

(e) Government have received no such report on the subject, but it 
is understood that this service has been temporarily discontinued. 

(/) Government have constructed sluices and lock-gates bn the side 
canuls to keep the Lower Kumar river navigable for as long a period in 
the year as possible. 

{(/) Kupees 7,4:1,422. 

(h) The sluice and lock-gate scheme has not proved entirely success- 
ful in arresting the deterioration of the Lower Kumar river by silta- 
tion. The deterioration in the middle reach of the river has been 
checked, but owing to the Arial Khan opening out in 1930, direct com- 
munication with the I/ower Kumar at Nilokhi, the western end has 
deteriorated. The scheme lias not been abandoned. 

(/) It would not be in accordance with custom for the names of the 
officers in question to lie given. 

O') Government intend keeping the Lower Kumar river navigable 
cither bv dredging or by regulating the flow of water in the river by 
means of the looks and sluices mentioned above for as long a period 
every year as possible. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Is it correct, to say 
that the revenue expenditure on the Bil route is four times the revenue 
income? 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, of Dilduar: I must have notice of that for I cannot carry the 
figures in my head. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: May I refer to the 
answer given by the llon'ble Member, No. (o') ( i ) and (d)? Would it 
not be correct to infer from these figures that the expenditure would 
be over five times the income? 


Tho Hon’ble Alhadj Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
HA VI, Of Dilduar* That cannot he, the figures have got to be scrutinis- 
ed and I must have notice of this question. 
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Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: What has been the total 
loosP 


Tho Hon’blo A I had j Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHlIZ- 
MAVI, Of Dilduar. I cannot tell you. I must have notice. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: If the facta are as 
I have said, is it not considered that the scheme is a very great drain 
on the provincial revenues of Bengal? 


The Hon’ble A I had j Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ- 
NAVI, of Dilduar: It may lx* a great drain no douM, but the whole 
question of the Mailaripur Bil route was very carefully examined in 
the department. It must he remembered that this work wus undertaken 
in order to keep the communication between Hast Bengal and West 
Bengal and it was evident at the time that this communication must bo 
kept intact. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Is it not possible 
to increase the revenue to something like the expenditure in any way? 


The Hon'bfo A I had j Nawab Bahadur Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZ* 
NAVI, of Dilduar: That is exactly the thing whic h is receiving ottr 
careful consideiation and I personally took up this question several years 
Ogo and it is lieing probed very carefully. 


Road and Public Works oats. 

•1S2. Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of 
NiShipur: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue 
Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the rate at which the Road and Public Work# cess is proposed 
to l>e levied in the next financial year in the district of 
Murshidabad ; and 

<«) the rate which the board had adopted and recommended under 
' sections 38 and 39 of the Cess Act in a mooting hold is 
February last? 

36 
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(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of accepting 
the board’s proposal and recommendation especially with regard to the 
Public Works cess? 

( c ) If the answer to (6) is in the negative, oii what grounds have 
the Government refused to comply with the request of the board? 


Mr. 0. M. MARTIN: (a) (*) The matter is under the consideration 
of Government. 

(ii) The district l»oard of Murshidabad has adopted the rate of 4$ 
pies in the rupee as the annual value of all lands for road cess. 

(b) The matter is under the consideration of Government. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Tenders for woods in the Bengal Government Press. 

*163. Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: {a) Will the 
Hon’ bio Member in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
fltato whether the Bengal Government Press call for tenders for the 
purchase of woods? 

(b) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to lay on the table n statement showing, year by 
year, for the years 1927 to 1933 — 

(t) the names of the tenderers; 

(ii) the names of the persons whose tenders were accepted; 

(Hi) the quantity for which tenders were accepted; 

(tv) the quantity utilised for specific purposes? 

(c) Is the Hon* hie Member aware that woods which are purchased 
by the Government are sometimes used for the purposes of making 
furniture for the personal use of the Superintendent and Deputy Super- 
intendents of the Bengal Government Press? 


The Hon’ble Mr. d. A. WOODHEAD: (a) Yes. 

(b) (»), (it) and (ttV) A statement is laid on the table, 
(tr) The information is not available. 

(c) No. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No, 163 ( b ). 
(t) Names of tenderers for wood. 

1927 - 28 . 1930 - 31 . 

Rum Chundru Mahinder. 

Sil l>utt & Co. 

Wellin^tonj Timber JTrod- 
ing’ Co. 

D. N. Ghosal. 

Dev Bose & Co. 

1931 - 32 . 

Ham Chandra Mahinder. 

D. N. Ghosal. 

Dev Bose & Co. 

Sil Dutt & Co. 

1932 - 33 . 

K. Ghosal & Bros. 

Dev Bose & Co. 

Sil 1 >ut t A Co. 

Bonjea & Co. 

Haider & Co. 


Choudhury & Co. 

Ram Chandra Mahinder. 


1928 - 29 . 

Timber Tinders, Ltd. 

Ram Chandra Mahinder. 
Adhar Ch. Baisya Saha. 
Hari Ch. Baisya Saha. • 

- Choudhury & Co. 

Howrah Mechanical Wood 
Works. 


1929 - 30 . 

Mahinder. 


Ham Chandra 
]). N. Ghosal. 

(ti) Names of ikksons to whom (omhacts were oiven. 


1933 - 34 . 
Bonjea & Co. 
Haider <! Sl Co. 

Sil Ihitt & Co. 


1927 - 28 . 

Ham Chandra Mahinder. 

1928 - 29 . 

Ram Chandra Mahinder. 


1931 - 32 . 

1). N. Ghosal up to Octo- 
ber, \<m. 

K. Ghosal & Bros. from 
November, HW1 to March, 

m2. 


1920 - 31 ). 
D. N. Ghosal. 


1932213. 

K. Ghosal A Bros. 

1930-31. 1933-34. 

D. N. Ghosal. Sil ]>utt & Co. 

(tit) Quantity. 

No quantity is specified in the bond executed by the contractor. 
Then tenders are called for the approximate quantity required if 
enounced. 
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Tenders for sale of waste papers in the Bengal Government Press. 


•164. Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
state whether the Bengal Government Press call for tenders for the 
sale of waste paper? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the reason for not doing so? 

( c ) If tender is called for, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
Jay on the table a statement showing, year by year, for the yearn 
11)27 to 1933 — 

(i) the names of the tenderers; 

(u) the names of the persons whose tenders were accepted; 

(iii) the rates at which such tenders were given; 

(ic) the amounts realised from the sale of waste papers; and 
(r) how the amounts were utilised? 

The Hon’ble Mr. J, A. WOODHEAD: (a) Tenders are usually 
called for. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) A statement is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 164 (c). 

(i) Names of tenderers. 

1927- 28. 1931-32. 

Contract auctioned by Mac- 
kenzie Lyall A Co. and 

given to the highest bidder. 

1928- 29. 

Contract auctioned by Mac- 
kenzie Lyall A Co. and 

given to the highest biddei. 

1929- 30. 

Contract auctioned by Mac- 
kenzie Lyall A Co. and 

given to the highest bidder. 

1930- 31. 

No tender was called ; the con- 
tract was given to Salvation 
Army at the previous rate. 


No tender called and the con- 
tract given to Salvation 
Army at the previous year’s 
rate up to 29th October, 
1931. 

M. Siddique A Co. 

Sk. Idoo A Co. 

S. M. Din. 

Md. Azimuddin A Co. 

The Kraft and Waste Paper 

Mart, Calcutta. 

1932-33. 

M. Siddique A Co. 

1933*34. 

M. Siddique A Co. 

Messrs. M. K. Esrari A Co. 

Messrs. Bonjea A Co. 
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(**) AND ( ll1 ) Names of con tractors and the rates accepted. 


1927- 28. 

The Salvation Army through 
Mackenzie Lyall A Co.’s 
auction at Rs. 1-9-6 per 
maund. 

1928- 29. 

(i. P. Khettry at Rs. 2-12 per 
maund up to 'list December, 
1928. 

M. N. Chat ter jee Hanerjoe k 
Vo. Rs. 2-13 j»or maund from 
1st January, 1929, to 31 4 
March. 1929. 


1929 - 30 . 

Kunja IJehari (thosh at 
Rs. 3-2-6 jM*r mnund up to 
31st May, 1929. 

The Salvation Army at Rs. 2 
I**r maund from 1st June, 
1929, to 31st March, 1930. 


1930-31. 

I he Salvation Army at Rs, 2 
per mau ml. 

1031-32. 

The Salvation Army at. Rs. 2 
I**r maund up to 29th Octo- 
l**r, 1931. 

Sk. I doo & Co. at Rs. 2 per 
maund from 30th October, 
1931. 

1932- 33. 

M. Siddupie at Rs. 2 jx*r 
maund up to 31st July, 1932, 
and at Rs. 1-8 from 1st 
August, 1932 to 31st March, 
1933. 

1933- 34. 

Messrs. M. K. Esrari & On. 
at Its. 1-4 |>or maund. 


(tv) AND (r)AMOCNT OF SMi. I'KO< KKDh ( HK1U I KU IO (GOVERNMENT. 

1927- 28 — Re. 2,027-7. 1931-32-Rs. 1,669-14. 

1928- 29 — Its. 1,268-5-9. 1932-33— Its. 1,496-8. 

1929- 30— Rs. 1,708-7. 1 933-34- Rs. 817-8. 

1930- 31— Rs. 1,426-5-6. 


Muslim employ ms in Calcutta Port Trust 

•165. Maulvi NURAL AB8AR CH0UDHURY: (a) Will the 
[oi^’ble Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fuct that there is not a single Mussulman employee in 
le Calcutta Port Trust who draws a salary of five hundred rupees or 
lore or is on a scale of salary rising up to or ab<rve that amount P 
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,(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmativer will the Hdn’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that Mussalmans with sufficient 
qualifications, academic or technical, are now available to hold posts 
in the senior rank of the Calcutta Port Trust services? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mn J. A. Woodhoad): (a) I ’he scale of pay of Assistant River Sur- 
veyors is 

(/) probationary period Rs. 75 — 95—115; 

(ii) after continuation Rs. 200 rising to Rs. 1,200. 

One of the Assistant River Surveyors on probation is a Mussalman. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(r) Yes; a Moslem has been appointed a probationer in the Traffic 
Department. 


Economic Enquiry Board. 

*108. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: («) With reference to the answer 
given to unstarred question No. 40 on the 6th March, 1934, will the 
Hon ’bio Member in charge of the Commerce Department be pleased to 
state — 

(») the names of the two representatives taken on the Economic 
Enquiry Board to represent, the interest of the a gri cultural 
people in Bengal ; 

(it) their substantive appointment, occupation or profession; 

(in’) their usual place of residence; 

(tv) whether they are office-bearers of any association concerning 
the interests of agricultural people; and 

(v) what are the reasons that the Secretary to the Nikhil Bengal 
Praja Samiti has not been taken in for the committee of the 
said Economic Enquiry Board? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the Nikhil Bengal Praja 
Samiti is the only provincial association organised to represent the legi- 
timate interests of the poor agricultural people of the whole province? 

(c) What is the *percentage of agricultural people in Bengal? 

(d) What are the reasons that this i>ercentage was not considered at 
all, in respect of the agricultural j>eople, in constituting the said Eco- 
nomic Enquiry Board? 
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(*) tbe Hon^ble Member aware that the Nikhii Bengal Praja 
>amiti is a constitutional association with Sir Abdur Rahim, ex- Member 
if the Executive Council, Bengal, ami M.L.A. as the President, and 
Chan Bahadur Maulvi Abdul Momin, ex-Commissioner and M.L.C., 
nd some other prominent persons as Vice-Presidents? 


MEMBER in ohargi of COMMERCE DEPARTMENT (the 
lon’blo Mr. «l. A. Wood head): (a) (i) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axvtil 

laque, M-LC., and Rai Sahib Panchanan Bar in a, m.l.c. 

(ti) Both are understood to be members of the legal profession, but 
his was not taken into account in making the selection. 

(in) The member is referred to the list of members of the Bengal 
.legislative Council issued by the Bengal legislative Council Depart- 
ient. 

Dr) Government have no information. 

(r) Government selected the persons they considered most suitable 
o represent agricultural interests. 

(6) No. 

<r) The membei is refeired to Chuptei VIII of the Census of India, 
981, Volume V. Part T. 

(d) The Board was not constituted on the basis of percentages. 

(e) Government have no information. 

Mr. 3HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Do the members of the 
toard receive any fee for attending meetings of tho Board? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 4. A. WOODHEAD: No, not so far as 1 am aware 
f. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: With reference to answer (ti), 

» memltership ot the lege I piotession a disqualification ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 4. A. WOODHEAD: No, Sir. 


Professor of CliiMcal Medicine, Celoutta Medieel College. 

•187. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) With reference to the 
aply in the negative, to starred question No, 76 on the 20th February, 



QUESflONS. 


[24th Mar., 


1934, will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Govern- 
ment (Medical) Department be pleased to state whether he is aware — 

(i) that there was a temporary vacancy in the post of Professor 

of Clinical Medicine, Calcutta Medical College, about the 
month of December, 1933, and 

(it) that the said post was filled up by an independent medical 
man who had not been in the Bengal Medical Service? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, then will he be 
pleased to state — 

(?) the reason why he did not mention this case in his reply to my 
supplementary question in the Council on the 20th Feb- 
ruary, 1934; 

(ii) the reason why the claims of the deserving candidates from 

the Bengal Medical Service were not considered ; and 

(Hi ) also the reason which actuated the Government to deport 
from its usual practice of filling up vacancies from amongst 
men of the Bengal Medical Service in the present case? 

(c) Will the Hon' hie Minister be pleased to state the qualifications of 
the candidate who has been selected to fill up the post and of other 
claimants to the post? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state — 

( i ) the names and designations of persons who were responsible 
for the selection; 

(t i) what were the standard of qualification considered acceptable 
by the selecting authority ; and 

(ttY) the reason for not consulting men like Sir Nilrutan, the 
Surgeon-General and other official and non-official medical 
authorities in this matter? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (?) and 

(it) No. 

(ft), (r) and (d) Do not arise. 

Muslim employees in Calcutta Medical College. 

•168, Matdvi NURAL ABSAR CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Jx>eal Self-Government (Medical) 
Department be pleased to state whether Government circulars fixing 
the percentage of Muslims in the sendees under Government are in the 
usual way forwarded to the Calcutta Medical College authorities? 
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{S) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what are the 
remans that Muslims are not to be recruited in the higher scale of 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: (a) Yes. 

( b ) Vacancies in the higher grade posts are filled by promotion 
vhich is made on the basis of merit and seniority and not on that of 
:he community to which an officer happens to belong 1 . . * 


Allegations against local bodies in deesore. 

*169. Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWDHURY: «j) l« the Wide 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Dejmrtment aware 
that the villagers of Sankarpur, police-station Narail, district dessore, 
sent memorials dated the oth dune. lft.'i'J, to His Ivvellency the Gover- 
nor of Bengal and the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self- 
ilovemment through the (’ommivsioner, Presidency Division, and the 
District Magistrate and Ktiltdmsnmal ( Officer, Narail, making serious 
illegations against the Jesson* district board, Narail local board and 
?handibarpur union board? 

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister bo pleased to state what action, if any. the Government have 
laken or intend taking in the matter? 

(c) If no action has been, or is intended to be, taken in the matter,, 
what are the reasons? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINCH ROY: <«) Yes. 

(b) and (r) The District Magistrate has been asked to submit a 
teport on the subjec t which, it is regretted, has not yet been recoi\ed. 
The information, when received, will 1 m* communicated to the member. 


Rood development works in Mymentlngh, 

•170. Meufvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFdl: Ut) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local iSelf-Government Department, 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the Mymen- 
ringh district — 

(«) how far the works of the roads recommended by the Road 
Board have proceeded ; 

(it) how much money has been spent on each of the two sanctioned 
roads? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment expect that the constrvctions of the recommended roads in the 
Mymensingh district will be completed by March, 1936, as assured by 
them in answer to a previous question on this subject? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) and (ii) The 
estimate sanctioned for the improvement of the Mymeiisingh-Tangail 
Road (two sections) amounts to Rs. 3,40,795. Out of the grant of 
Rs. 50,000 already made for this work the district beard spent 
Rs. 47,379-9 up to 26th February, 1934, and exjjects to spend Rs. 27,620 
more during the current year. The district board has made an appli- 
cation for a grant of Rs. 25,000 which is under the consideration of 
Government. 

(6) A report has been called for from the District Magistrate on this 
point, and the information, when received, will be communicated to 
the member. 


Midnapore district board. 

•171. Babu SUK LAL NAG: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(0 for how many years the right of electing their own Chairman by 
the Midnapore district board has l>een withheld by the Gov- 
ernment; and 

(ii) whether it is a fact that the orders withdrawing such right of 
the hoard are being issued every year? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, when is the last 
order to expire? 

(e) Is the Hon'ble Minister also aware — 

(i) that all financial liabilities have already been cleared up and 

normal condition restored ; and 

(ii) that the said liabilities consisted laTgely to the appointment of 

the official Chairman? 

(d) If the answer to (<•) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of restoring the right of electing their 
Chairman to the board after the last order withdrawing such 
right expires? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (?) Since June 
1930. 

(a) (ii) and ( b ) The matter is open to reconsideration year by year. 
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(fr) (i) The time given has been insufficient to admit of a definte 
mawer on the point. 

(ti) The question is not understood. 

(d) When the term of the present Chainuau expires in June, 1934, 
the matter will receive careful consideration. 


Unflttered water for fl re-extinguishing pur pos es, 

•172. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) With reference 
to the Report on the Working of the Calcutta Fin* Brigade for the 
year ending March, 1933, will the Hou’ble Minister in charge of the 
Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether the Fire Brigade’s complaint of “little water” by 
the Corporation of Calcutta in the provision of sluice valves 
on the water mains us<*d for fire fighting is true; 

(m) whether it is a fact that “danger of fire taking a serious turn 
is ever present” in some parts of the city of Calcutta owing 
to the inaction of the Corporation in mqiect of unfiltered 
water ; 

(Hi) whether it is a fact thut water mains are not provided for 
extinguishing fire* in the Cossipore-Chit|iore area; and 

< i r ) whether it is a fact that the district of Cossi pore-Chi tpore 
abounds with extremely serious fire risks of which jute 
warehouses and presses form the great majority ? 

(6) Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that many tanks and ponds have 
now lieen filled up in that district for sanitary' reasons an3 to provide 
building sites? 

(c) What steps have been taken to meet the requirements of this 
district in respect of water for fire extinguishing ? 

(d) Has any scheme for providing necessary unfiltered water-suiqdy 
been before the Corporation ? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action has Wn taken in that con* 
Election ? 

(/) Is it also a fact that the conditions in Howrah district are as 
bad as in Cossipore or worse? 

( (j) What action do the Government propose taking to remedy 
the present state of things and ensure provision of adequate water- 
supply to fight against fires all over Calcutta and Howrah ? 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a)(i) The Fire 
Brigade has no complaint at present of little water, but they stressed 
the 1 * necessity of additional sluice valves in order to avoid complete 
shut down of the pumping stations when repairs are required to be 
done. 

(ii) The danger of a tire taking a serious turn is naturally present 
when the pumping stations are completely shut down. 

(a) (Hi), (iv) and (b) Yes. 

(r), (*/) and (e) A scheme for providing the necessary water-supply 
for fire-extinguishing purposes w r as discussed by the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion with Captain Westbrook some years ago, but #o far no action has 
been taken. 

if) The conditions in the Ilowrah district are worse than the con- 
ditions in Cossipue-Chitpore, although the Howrah municipality has 
installed 50 filtered water hydrants which are attached to the reserve 
mains. The reserve mains being on tW principal roads of Howrah, 
it has net Iwmmi possible to provide hydrants in the smaller streets and 
lanes. 

iff) The matter is engaging the attention of Government. 


Works Committee, Bengal Government Prose. 

*173. Matrivi 8YED OSMAN HAIDER CHAUDHURI : (<D Is the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Finance I)ei>artment aware — 

(i) that according to an Act passed by the Government of India, 

any jx'rson who is a major having other voting qualifications 
can stand as a candidate for election to the Council of 
State, the Legislative Assembly, the Provincial Councils and 
other local self-government bodies; 

(ii) that any member of the Government of India Press situate 

at Hastings Street can stand as a candidate for election to 
the Works (Nommittee immediately after his appointment; 
and 

(iii) that in the Bengal Government Press rules have been framed 

regulating the eligibility of a candidate for election to the 
Works Committee to the effect that any person before be 
can stand as a candidate for election to the Works Com- 
mittee must he 30 years of age and must have completed 
the fifth year of his service. 

(b) If the answers to (a)(ii) and (iii) are in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Finance Department be pleased 
to state the reasons for differential treatment? 
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(c) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the rules regulating the affairs in the Works' Committee of the 
Government of India Press? 

The Hon’ble Mr. d. A. WOODHEAD: i„h,> No. 

(ft) This is understood to be the ease. 

(tii) Yes. 

(b) It was thought advisable to confine the employees’ representa- 
tives to men w T ho are at least ‘10 years of age and have served in the 
Press for at least five years. 

(c) It is suggested that the hon’ble inemlier should apply t «> the 
appropriate devilment of the (iovernment of India. 


Employees in the Medical College and Medical College Hospitals. 

*174. Maulvi AZIZUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’bl e Minister 
in charge ot the Iiocul Self-( iovernment (Medical) Department bo 
pleased to Iuy on the table a statement showing for the present - - 

(/) how many ministerial officers, miscellaneous officers ami 
menials (except in the medical and teaching line) are there 
in the offices of the Principal and the Superintendent, and 
in the hospitals of the Medical College, Calcutta; 

(m how many of them are Muslims in each rank; 

(;/;) how many posts of the ranks referred to in (i) are there in the 
said offices and hospitals of which the maximum puv is more 
than Ks. 1(K); 

( ir ) how many of them ure held by Muslims; 

in how many clerks and menials are there in the Principal's office 
(proper) ; 

(i*/> how many of them are Muslims; 

( rin how many posts of clerks are there of which the maximum pay 
is more than Rs. 1(H) in the office (proper) of the Principal 
and of the Superintendent ; 

( ritt I how many of them are held by Muslims; 

(ix) how many appointments in such ranks in the said offices und 

hospitals were made during the last three years; 

(x) how many of those appointments were given to Muslima; and 

(xi) what were their scales of pay? 
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The Hon’bte fir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY! («) (i). . 


(o) Ministerial officers — 44. 

(It) Miscellaneous officers — 22 (including 6 females;. 

(c) Establishment menials — 39. 

(d) Compounders — 16. 


(it) — 

(a) Ministerial officers — 7. 

(b) Miscellaneous officer — 1. 
(r) Establishment menials — 4. 
(d) Compounders — 4. 


(Hi)— 

(a) Ministerial officers — 7. 

(It) Misoellaneous officers — 3. 

(r) Establishment menials — Nil 
(d) Compounders — Nil. 

(»r) — None. 

(v)— 

Clerks — 19. 

Menials — 13. 


(vi) ~ 

Clerks — 2. 

Menials — 2. 

(vii) — 7. 

(viii) — None. 

(i.r> — 

(a) Ministerial officers — 3. 

(b) Miscellaneous officers — 4 (of these 2 were Anglo-Indian women). 

(c) Establishment menials — 6. 

(d) Compounders — 2. 
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(x) and (xi ) — 

(a) Ministerial officers— 2 on Us. 40—1—45. 

(b) Miscellaneous officer — 1 on Rs. 60 — 4 — 100. 

(c) Establishment menial — 1 on Rs. 30. 

(d) Compounder — 1 on Rs. 30 — 1 — 40. 
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Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Hon'ble 

Minister be pleased to say what is the reason for this extremely inade- 
quate representation of Mussulmans in the service ? 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: The rule about 
the reservation of scats for the Mussulmans in the service is also appli- 
cable to service in the Medical College, but some of these officers were 
appointed shortly after the defalcation that look place in 1928 in the 
Medical College and officers had to Ik* appointed very quickly, and they 
had to be selected from other departments irrespectively of communal 
considerations. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Who were the 
offenders in the defalcation case!' Were there any Muhammadan 
employees ? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: 1 want notice. 


New machines in Bengal Government Press. 

*175. Mautvi ABDU8 8AMAD: Will the Hon'hle Member in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to lay oil the table n 
statement showing, year by year, in the years 1 920-1 93 'i — 

(i) the total sum of money that was sj>ent in buying new 
machines giving their respective prices, their names and 
the nature of works jierformed by each such machine; 

(it) how T many piece- workers and how many salaiied hands have 
been retrenched as a result of putting these new machines 
in use; and 

(m) the amount saved as a result of putting these ncw r machines 
into work ? • 

The Hovt’bie Mr# J. A. WOODHEAD: (•) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

(it) and (Hi) It is difficult to estimate the savings attributable to 
the introduction of this monotype machinery; but the establishment 
is certainly smaller than it would have been had these modem 
machines not been introduced. 
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Statement referred, to in the reply to starred question No. 175 (t). 


Machine. 

Num- 

»>er 

Price. 

Year of 
receipt. 

Work. 




Rs. a. 

P- 



1. 

Quad Crown Babcock Letters 
Press Machines with motor*. 

6 

05,805 6 

0 

1021 

Printing. 

2. 

P'cap Broadside Rapid Print- 
ing Machines with motor*. 

2 

8,610 1 

0 

1021 

Printing. 

3. 

Linotype Machines 

5 

1,18,418 1 

4 

1021 

Mechanical composing. 

4. 

Punching Machine 

1 

1,544 15 

0 

1021 

For round cornering, index ' 
punching, etc. 

5. 

Double I>rmy Babcock let- 
ter Press Machine with 
motor. 

1 

12,742 15 

0 

1922 

Printing. 

6. 

Monotype Casting Machine 

1 

18,210 1 

0 

1022 

Mechanical composing and type- 
casting. 

7. 

Monotype Casting Machines 
with keyboards. 

2 

20,000 14 
i 

0 

1022 

Mechanical composing and type- 
casting. 

8 . 

Monotype keyboard 

1 

2,663 10 

0 

1922 

Mechanical composing 

9. 

10. 

Crown Kollo Ilrehmer Platen 
and motor. 

Royal Folio Platen I/*tter- 
preaa Machines with scir- 
feeder and motors 

1 

2 

4,352 10 

16,104 0 

0 

0 

1023 

1923 

Printing. 

Printing. 

11. 

F'cap Broadside Rapid Print- 
ing Machines with motors 

2 

10,583 ft 

0 

1023 

Printing. 

12 

Linotype Machines 

ft 

1.52,172 0 

0 

1923 

Mechanical crtmjMiaing. 

13. 

Ludlow Tyiwgraph 

1 

5,387 9 

0 

1923 

Display type-setting machine 

14. 

Klrod Lead and Rule ('aster 

l 

7,352 ft 

0 

1923 

Casting lead rule and clumps, etc. 

15. 

Cutting Machine 

1 

6.060 10 

0 

1923 

Cutting jMi>er books, etc. 

16. 

Straw board Cutting Machine 

1 

2,984 7 

0 

1923 

Cutting straw board. 

17. 

Monotype Casting Machines 
with key boards. 

2 

41,512 4 

ft 

1925 

Meebanirai composing and 

typecasting. 

18. 

Monotype Casting Machines 
with keyboards 

2 

40,789 5 

0 

1925 

Mechanical composing and type- 
casting 

10. 

Card Bending Machine 

1 

812 14 

0 

1926 

Book covers. 

20. 

Monotype Casting Machine 

1 

13,046 14 

3 

1927 

Mechanical composing and type- 
casting. 

21. 

Ludlow TyptJgraph 

1 

5,518 14 

3 

1927 

Display type-setting machine. 

22. 

Monotype Catting Machines 

2 

27,377 0 

11 

1928 

Mechanical composing and type- 
casting. 

23. 

Folding Machine 

1 

4,161 8 

0 

1928 

Folding sheets for binding (re* 
placement). 

24. 

Knife Grinding Machine 

1 

3,219 11 

7 

1028 

Grinding cutting machine knives 
(replacement). 

25. 

Thread-stitching and Knott- 
ing Machine. 

1 

3,785 10 

8 

1928 

Binding work. 

26. 

Waaherlng Machine 

1 

1,705 1 

9 

1028 

Waaherlng (replacement). 

27, 

Book Sewing Machine 

1 

6,844 15 

1 

1028 

Sewing books. 

28. 

linotype Machines 

2 

35,102 11 

4 

1020 

Mechanical ooetpodng. 

22. 

Monotype Casting Machine* 

2 

28,032 7 

0 

1020 

Mechanical composing and type- 
casting. 

80. 

Linotype Machines 

2 

27,156 3 

0 

1880 

Mechanical oonpoMag. 
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m) 


Machine. 

Num- 

ber. 

Price. 

YeAr of 
receipt. 

Work. 




R* 

a. 

P 


- 

31. 

Monotype Casting Machines 

2 

2e,921 

13 

0 

1930 

Mechanical composing and type* 

with motors. 






casting. 

32. 

Thread-stitrhlng and Knott- 

1 

2.937 

1 

2 

1930 

Binding work (replacement). 

33. 

ing Machine. 

Embossing Press 

Folding Machine 

1 ! 

:u\ 

5 

0 

1931 

(•old blocking, etc. 

34. 

1 

4.262 

8 

0 

1932 

Kidding sheet* for binding (re* 






placement). 

36. 

38, 

Linotype Machines 
Thread-stitching and Knott- 

1 1 

38,540 
! 3.229 

0 

12 

0 

8 : 

1933 

1933 

Merluwiral composing. 

Binding work (replacement). 

ing Machine 








: 


! S, 08,955 

! 

9 

0 

! 




Ministerial offloers of the Calcutta Medical College. 

•176. Maulvi NURAL AB8AR CHOUDHURY: Will the Uou’bie 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government (Medical) Ihqwrt- 
ment b© pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(a) the present number of ministerial officers in the Medical 

College, Calcutta (attached to the offices of the Principal 
and Superintendent oi Hospitals); 

(b) their caste and creed; 

(c) the educational qualifications of each; 

(d) the scale of pay and the piesent pay of each; and 

(e) The date of their appointment to their present posts!* 

The Hon’bto Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Two statements 

are laid on the table which give the information required. 


Statement (/ictnij the information a* kerf for in starred question So. 17b 
reijiirdun) ministerial officers m the Medical V oHffje . 


Serial 

No. 

Scale of pa\ 


Ra. 

1 

110 

S 

100-5—125 

3 

110 

4 

110 

6 

100 


I abject to 15 

9 

percent, cut. 
40— -4D — 45 - 


6/2—100 

7 

Ditto .. 

8 

Ditto .. 

• 

Ditto - 

10 

40 

11 

40 

12 | 

40 

13 

* 40 

14 

45 

ttj 

45 

18 

45 

17 

40 

18 

* 86 

19 

1 

46 — 6/2 — 70 


QiiallAration 


Caste and cn-rd 


i \ IVngall Brahmin 

load up to tl»i- I .A, standard Ditto 

1 a OHfo 

IA 

latrirulate Ditto 


Read up to the I Sr. .ten- 
dan). 

Ditto 

B.A. 

Matriculate 
M.Coro 
B ft<\ 

Read up to the B Sr stao* 
dard. 

Matriculate 

Head up to the 1J He. »tan- 

dard. 

Non-Mattte 

Read up tothe l.A. standard 
Ditto „ •- 

1 up to the B, Com. 


Non-Matric 


Ditto 

DM to 
Ditto 

Bengali Ka>a*tha 
Bengali Brahmin 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Bengali Kayaatlia 
Ditto 

Muslim Sunni 
Ditto 

Bengali Brahmin 
Bengali Kayaatba 


Date of 

appoinOnttut. 


1-2*1929 

3-M92* 

15-9-192* 

21*4-1933 

21*4-1933 


1*121927 

15*9*1928 

10*2*1930 

3*1*192* 

6-2-1930 

9*10*1930 

1*2*1930 

21*4-1933 

15-9-192* 

14-6*1928 
26*9*1928 
16* 12-1930 
4*10*1928 


1*4*1919 


Present 

P«> 


Ra. 

lio 

1*5 

110 

no 

100 


B0 

60 

65 

40* 

40 

40 

40 

46 

46 

46 

40 

66 


37 
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Statement giving the information asked for in starred question No. 176 
regarding ministerial officers in the Medical College. 


Num- 

ber. 

Carte and creed. 

Educational quail* 
flcation. 

Scale of pay. 

Preaent 

pay. 

Date of appoint- 
ment to the preaent „ 
poet. 




Ka. 

Re. 


1 

Hindu Kayartha 

I He. (l«t year) . . 

100 — 5 — 150 

146 

let March. 1928. 

2 

I)o. Hutradhar 

F.A. (2nd year) 

#40 — 4 — 120 

120 

let July, 1923. 

3 

Do. Brahmin 

Ditto 

40 — 40—45 — 2 — 
85. 

K5 

let May. 1906. 

4 

Do. Gendhabanlk 

Entrance Claa* 

Ditto 

69 

let July, 1922. 

5 

Do. Jrehmln 

I He (2nd year) 

Ditto 

63 

let September, 

1926. 

6 

Do. Baldya 

I. A. (2nd year) . 

Ditto 

49 

let October. 192H. 

7 

Do Brahmin 

I. He. (2nd year) 

Ditto 

47 

15th July, 1962. 

* 

Ditto 

M A. (tith year) 

Ditto 

55 

let Septeml>er, 

1926 

9 

Ditto 

Matrlc Claw 

Ditto 

51 

let October, 19W. 

JO 

Do. Kayartha 

Ii A. (3rd year) . . 

Ditto 

53 

let October,* lMt 

11 

Do. Brahmin 

M Sr 

Ditto 

75 

19th August, 1925. 

IS 

Do. Kayaatha 

Entrance (’la*. . 

60-4—100 

HO 

15th July, 1932. 

19 

Do. Brahmin 

Matrlc. Claaa 

GO— 4— HO 

64 

16th May, 1932. 

14 

Do. Kayartha 

Matrlc. 

45 — 5/2 — 70 .. 

65 

13th July, 1925 

1A 

Do. Brahmin 

B.A (4th year) . 

40 — 40 — 45 — 2/2— 
65. 

49 

let October, 1928. 

IS 

Do. Kayartha 

B.Hc. (4th year) * 

Ditto 

40 

10th February, 

1930. 

17 

Multaramadan 

I A. (2nd year) .. 

Ditto 

45 

15th July, 1932 

IS 

Hindu Kayaatlia 

B.A. (4th year) . . 

40—2—60 

00 J 

let April, 1928 

10 

Do. Brahmin 

Matrlc. 

40—1—50 

45 

15th July, 1932 

20 

Muhammadan 

I. A. (2nd year) 

Ditto 

43 

16th December, 

1930. 

21 

Hindu Kayaatlia 

Ditto 

40—1—46 

44 

15th September, 
1980. 

22 

Do. Brahmin 

Ditto 

Ditto 

45 

let December, 

1928. 

28 

Muhammadan 

B.Sc. 

Ditto 

43 

7th April 1980. 

24 

Ditto 

Ms trie. 

Ditto 

40 

14 th December, 

| 1931. 

25 

Ditto 


Ditto 

4 ft 

let August, 1982. 


Persian and Arabic teacher in Jeesore Zilla iohodi. 

•177. Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: (a) WiH the Eon’ble 
Minister in charge oi the Education Dejmrtment be pleased to state*— 

(t) whether and, if so, from what date, an Actional Persian and 
Arabic teacher has been sanctioned for the Tessore Zilla 
.School; and 
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(ii) whether a Persian teacher has Veen appointed by this time? 

(6) If the answer to is in the negative, when will the 

ppointment be made? 

(c) Is the Hon* hie Minister aware that the education of the boys 
re suffering for want of a Persian teacher? 

The Hon’ble Ml* . KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (</) and yb) Government 
ave approved of the creation of such a post when funds can be pro- 
ided, but as money is not yet available the post has not been created 
nd no appointment has l>een made. 

v (c) There is already a Maulvi in the school capable of teaching 
oth Arabic and Persian, and most of the Muslim boya are reading 
ersian. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: With reference to yc), is the 
on'Ne Minister aware that a fair number of boys have taken up 
rahic ;n the school? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of 


Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Is it possib le for one man to take 
•ur classes in five hours? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Goveimnent recognise 
ie necessity ot an additional teacher, but as lands are not available, no 
ppointment has h«*on made 


Primary education scheme of Baneberie rmmioipelity. 

•178. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
[injster in charge of the Kducatinn Dejsirtinent be pleased to state 
bather any scheme for the introduction of free primary education was * 
ihmitted by the Bansberin municipality? 

(b) if the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what action has 
sen taken by thh (foremment to give effec t to the scheme? 

(r) tf no notion has yet been taken, will the Hon’ble Minister tie 
eased to state when the scheme is likely to be approved end free 
•imary education will be introduced within that Wtmidpelfty ? 
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The Hon'bte Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(h) Government were asked to contribute half the cost and, as 
owing to the shortage of funds they were not in a position to do this, 
they have been unable to take any steps to give effect to the scheme. 

(c) The scheme may be considered when Government are in a 
jw>sition to provide more money for such schemes in municipal areas. 

Menials’ quarters at the Presidency College, Calcutta. 

•179. Maulvi AZIZUR RAHMAN: M Is the Hon* hie Minister 
in charge of the Education Department aware that there are menials’ 
(juaiters in four separate buildings at the Presidency College, Calcutta, 
namely, one tin shed outside the college premises, one old building 
attached to the college ground acquired by the department, one in a 
portion of the Observatory building attached to the college, and one 
in a |K)ttion of the tin shed in the yard of the main college building? 

(h) How many rooms are there in each of these four plots, 
respectively ? 

(c) How many menials are allowed to reside in these quarters? 

{(I) How many of those residing in those quarters are (7) Mussul- 
mans, (n) Hindus, and i m) sweejKM* class rinehtar) ? 

(e) Is the Hon’ hie Minister aware that some of the menials keep 
permanent guests who work outside the college? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: <<n Yes. 

( b ) (1) — 10 rooms. 

(2) — 12 rooms. 

(d) — 10 rooms and d garages. 

(4) — d rooms. 

(c) 47. 

(d) <«>— 1. 

(») — a7. 

(,Vi)_ 0. 

(0 No. 

Abduqtion cases in Bengal. 

•HO. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: (a) WiU the Hon’M. 
Member iu charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on fhe 
table a statement showing' — 

(i) for the last five years in each of the districts of Bengal the 

number of abduction cases ; 
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(ii) the number of persons convicted ; 

(ut) the number of persons acquitted ; and 
(it) th^ nationality of the accused? 

(b) l>o the Government contemplate taking* drastic ac tion against 
,e accused by amending the law and providing coiqwral punishment 
r the accused in addition to imprisonment ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
r. R. N. Reid), (a) A reference may be made to the reply to unstarred 
testion No. 67 in the August session of 1932. The figures for 1932 
id 1933 are not readily available. 

(b) The matter is receiving the attention ot Government. 

Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Is it a tact that Government 
\itc*<l opinion from non-officiuk^all over the province as to tin* punish* 
put that should he inflicted on offenders against women? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: The district nffieeis were consulted 
id I think in some* eases the\ consulted local opinion. 

Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA : U the Hc.n’hle Member in a 
isition to state whether the majority of the* opinions that were sub- 
itted to the Government through the distiict officers were not in favour 
inflicting whipping feu offences against women? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I have not made any calculation 
iether the majority were in favour or the minority were in favour of 
gging. There was a distinct difference of opinion on this matter 
d there was no great majority of opinion one wav or the other. 

Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: If on an inquiry it is found 
at the majority is in favour of the introduction of whipping, will the 
ou’ble Member assure the House that whipping will be introduced 
r this kind of offence? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. R. N. REID: Sir. that is a hypothetical pro- 
sit ion to which I cannot offer any solution. 


tanga Baev mala arrangements by a staamar tervioa in Midnapar* 

MSI. Mr. R. MAITI: Ui> Is the Hon’hle Member in charge of 
e Marine Department aware that handbills were distributed broad- 
st throughout Hk» district stating that on the occasion of the Ganga 
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Sagar mela which took place -on 14th January ^ 1934 (Fous Sankranti 
day), the Hooghly Steamer Service would carry; passengers to the 
mela from a place called Dakshinari in the Contai subdivision and 
bring them back on return tickets which hud to be purchased from 
Kai Abanti Kumar Maiti Bahadur, Chairman «f the Contai local 
board ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the route refeirjj to above 
lies at the mouth oMhe Bay of Bengal across the Hooghly river 
covering a distance of 10 to 12 miles and is always attended with 
heavy risks, as there had happened before plenty of accidents result- 
ing in the loss of many human lives? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the services of the 
Hooghly Steamer Service were requisitioned for the purpose ou the 
said occasion by the Kamitra Steamer Service, the lessee of the Petua 
Ferry Steamer under the Midnapore district Ixmrd, with the help of 
the Chairman, Contai local hoard? • 

(<J) Is it a fact that the Hooghly Steamer Service carried the passen- 
gers across the aforesaid li.sky and dangerous place in uncovered 
barges which was lacing towed at the same time by a small steam launch 
containing passengers also, while the Haiuitru Steamer Service took 
out their own big steamer called “Mavis” into the sea with the Chair- 
man, Contai local board, his family and other relatives?* 

(e) Is it a fuct — 

(0 that on the night of Tuesday, the Kith January, 1934, while 
returning from the mela, one of such steam launches with 
many female passengers got stuck on a shallow' ground at 
a distance of about 2 miles from Dakshinari and capsized 
on its side when a respectable lady jxissenger was thrown 
into the river who has .since been missing and plenty of 
w'ater got inside making the rest of the passengers stand 
in waist-deep water with their little children in arms for 
the whole night of this cold season till they were rescued 
from such plight in the next morning at about 9 o'clock; 

(tV) that the barge full of male passengers being sud- 
denly released from the launch was carried away to some 
distance by the current, thus making them wholly unable 
to render any help whatsoever to the female passengers 
in the launch who were their near and dear relatives? 

(/) Will the Hou’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the ptMiple of the Ramitra Steamer Service or the Chairman 
of the Contai local board were near about the place of accident but 
did not try to render any help to the distressed for about 24 hours? 
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(g) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that amougst |ke female passen- 
ert there were Stony SelongingUo the respec table gentry of the Contai 
own with the wife and children of the District Engineer of the Midna- 
ore distrfct board, most of whom became very seriously ill after the 
acident and had tc>1>e treated for some days at fontai? 

(*> U,jt a fact — 

(i) that the said launches of the Hooglily Steamer Service were 
not piloted by any man belonging to the Ramitra Steamer 
Sen-ice who were thoroughly acquainted with this dangerous 
route : 

(n) that the launches were not sea-going vessels; and 

(in) that they were not fitted with search-lights, compassed and 
other necessary accessories for such niglit journeys; 

(tv) that no arrangement foi drinking water was made for the 
passengers, though it was specifically mentioned in the 
handbills that ]»ure drinking water would l>e supplied to the 
. passengers in course of their journeys to the mela and boaty 

( i ) W|*at immediate stej>s do tin* Government contemplate taking 
ith regard to the persons who are mainly resjMtnsihle for such serious 
trident and inconvenience caused to tin* passengers Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: (a) to (i) Government are 
inking enquiries, the results of which will Is* communicated to the 
icmber in due course. 

Mr. R. MAITI : Will the Hon’ble Member he pleased to state 
hen the inquiry was started and when it is likely to be finished Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: An inquiry has been start- 
1, but when it is likely to be finished I cannot say. It is dangerous to 
rophesv. 

Casualties from terrorist and non-co-operation activities. 

♦182. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble 
[ember in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the 
ible a statement showing the names of the Government servants of all 
rndes, including Public Prosecutors, killed or wounded by anarchists* 
r terrorists in Bengal or while dealing with the non-co-operation move- 
tent from 1908 to date? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the 
lon’bleMr. R. N. Reid): Two statements are laid on the table showing 
le casualties from 1 1 > terrorist and til) non-co-operation activities, 
parately. ** 
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Statements referred to in the reply* id starred question No. 182 . 


Statement showing the names of Government servants, of all 

GltAI^> INC Lt'DINO PUBLIC’ PROSECUTORS ROLLED OR WOUNDED BY 
TERRORISTS IN BENGAL FROM 1908 TO DATE- 

A — Killed. 

1908-1915. 

1. Sub-inspector Lancia Lai Banarji, Calcutta. 

2. Khan Bahadur Shamsul Alain, Calcutta. 

8. Head constable Srish (‘hundra* Chakravartti, Calcutta. 

4. Head constable Haripada Deb, Calcutta. 

5. Inspector Nripendra Nath Ghosh, Calcutta. 

G . Head constable Ram Bhajan Sin^li, Calcutta. 

T. Sul>-inspect(>r Suresh Mukberji, Calcutta. 

8. Sub-inspector Girindra Banarji, Calcutta. 

9. Constable Kulap Nath Pattnk, Calcutta. 

10. Constable Bahadur Niugrh, orderly to Rai Sahib Nanda Kumar 
Bose, Additional Superintendent of Police, Rnnjrpur. 

M. Constable Jojrendra Nath I)e, of Nadia district, 
lli. Inspector Monomohan Ghosh, Barisal. 

Id. Babu Ashutosh Biswas, Public Prosecutor, 24-Parjrnnas. 

14. Babu Jatindra Mohan Ghose, Deputy Superintendent of Police 
(Mymensinph). 

15. Sulwnspeetor Bankim Chandra Chaudhuri, of Mymensingh. 

10. Sub-inspector Rajkuinnr Ray, of Mvmensingh. 

17. Babu Sarut Chandra Bose, Head Master, Comilla Zilla School. 

18. Assistant sub-inspector Rati I>al Roy, of Dacca district. 

1916-1919. 

1. Sub-inspector Madhu Sudan Bhattacharji, Calcutta. 

2. Deputy Superintendent of Police B. K. Chatarji. 

3. Head constable Bilash Ghosh, Calcutta. 
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4. Sub-inspector Haricfas Maitra, of Bogra D. I. B. 

5. Babu Nabin Chandra Bose, Head Master, Malda Zilla School. 

6. Constable Prasanna Nandi, of M\mcnsingh. 

7. Head constable Sbrendra Kumar Mukharji, of Dacca district. 

8. Hoad constable Rohini Kumar Mukharji, of Dacca district. 

9. Head constable Pati Ram Singh. 

1920-1924. 

1. Amrita Lai Ro\ , Postmaster, Sankaritola Post Office. 

2. Sub-inspector Pralulla Kumar Ho\, of Chittagong district. 

1925-1929. 

* 

1. Rai B. N. Chatarji Bahadur. 

2. Babu Jyotish Chandra Roy, officer-in-charge, Kotwali police- 

station, Barisal. 


1930-1933. 

1. Bhaja llari, 1*. W. 1). chaprassi. 

2. Lt. -Col. Simpson, i.m.s. 

3. Constable Prasunna Kumar Baiua, of Chittagong district. 

4. Constable Hainan i Mohan Chakralmrtti, of Chittagong district. 

5. Sergeant-Major Farell, of A.-B. Railway Battalion, Chittagong. 

6. Inspector Tarim Kumar Mukharji, of Railway Police, Chandpur. 

7. Mr. F. J\ liowman, i.r., inspector-Oeneral ot Police, Bengal. 

8. Shaikh Tahsildar, Postman, Belliaghatta Post Office. 

9. Chaukidar Entajuddin, ot Singba police-station (district 

Bakarganj). 

10. Mr. J. Peddie, i.c.s., District Magistrate, Midnapore. 

11. Mr. R. Douglas, i.c.s., District Magistrate, Midnapore. 

12. Mr. B. E. J. Burge, i.c.s., District Magistrate, Midnapore. 

13. Mr. R. R. (iarliek, i.c.s.. District and Sessions Judge , 
24-Parganas. 

14. Inspector Khan Bahadur Ashanulla, of Chittagong. 
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A— -Killed. 

1930-1933. 

15. Captain Cameron, 2nd Battalion, §th Gurkha Rifle* ^Chitta- 
gong). 

16. Mr. C. G. B. Stevens, i.c.s., District Magistrate, Tippera. 

17. Mr. E. B» EUiso&j i.i\, Additional ^jppy&atendent of Police, 

Tippera. * ‘ 

5,1 i, * * 

18. ^Babu Kamakshya Prosad Sen, Sub-Deputy Magistrate^ (Dacca 

district). 

19. Kuli Cliaran Mahal i, ])ostal peon killed at Hili Station. 

B — Injured. 

1908-1915. 

1. Mr. Allen, District Magistrate, Mymensingh. 

1908 - 1915 . 

2. Inspector Sarat Chandra Ghosh (Dacca). 

3. Head constable Pati Ram Singh, of Dacca district. 

4. Sob-inspector Basanta Kumar Mukharji, of Dacca district. 

5. Sub-inspector Prafulla Kumar Biswas, of Dacca district. 

6. Constable Sew Prosad Kahar, Calcutta. 

1916 - 1919 . 

Nil. 

1920 - 1924 . 

Nil. 


1925-1929. 

1. Constable Bir Mohan Barun, of Chittagong district. 

2. Lt.-Ool. O’Brien, i.m.s., beaten by detenu with a baton in 

Mymensingh Jail while on rounds. 

1930-1933. 

1. Sub-inspector Nakuleswar Mukharji, of Khulna. 

2. Head constable Jadu Nath Singh, of Khulna. 

3. Ml*. J. M. Talukdar, i.c.s. Subdi visional Officer, Patuakhali 

(Bakarganj ) . 

4 . Sub-inspector Abdur Rashid, of Patuakhali (Bakarganj). 
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B — I n j tired. 

mo-im. 

5. Babedar Rom Binay Sing’ll (at Patuakhalil (Bakarganj). 

6. Sub-inspector Mobarak Ali Bhuiya (at PatuakhalD (Bakarganj). 

7. M*r. A. Cassells, c.i.e., (Vmimiss inner, Dacca Division. 

S. Inspector Beflt Gkandru Fkil, of Mymenstngh. 

9. j^ub-iaspector Anriva Kanta Bose, of Myraemsingh. 

10. Sub-inspector Jatindru Mohan Ray, of Noakhali district 

11. Constable Mftnindra Nath Pal, of Noakhali district. 

12. Constable Yakub Ali, of Noakhali district. 

13. Assistant sub-in spector Sasanka Median Blmttuchui ji, of Chitta- 

gong district. 

14. Inspector P. R. Macdonald, of Chittagong district. 

15. Sergeant If. Willis, cCittagong. 

lfj. Mr. E. Hudson, i..r., Superintendent of Police, Dacca. 

17. Babu Kali Prosad Banarji, Certificate Clerk, Court of Wards 
estate, Dacca. 

IS. Constable Deo Raj Ram, of Dacca district. 

ID. Constable Jamadar Singh, of Dacca district. 

20. Mr. L. Cf. Durno, i.r.s., District Magistrate, Daccu. 

21. Sergeant Bourne, of Dacca. 

22. Constable Solaiman Khan, of Dacca district. 

23. Mr. C. G. Grass by, i.p., Additional Superintendent of Police, 

Dacca. 

24. Constable Mulu Mia, of Dacca district. 

25. Certain railway employees wounded at Hili Station dacoity. 

2(j. Mr. C. W. A. Luke, Superintendent, Rajshahi Central Jail. 

27. Constable Suba Khan, driver of Sir Charles T»*gart. 

28. Bhuban Pande, P.W.I). chaprassi. 

29. Mr. J. W. Nelson, i.e.s. 

80. Mr. H. P. V. Townend, i.e.s. 

31. Constable Shari ff Khan. 

32. Inspector Mukunda Bhattacharji, Calcutta. 

1934. 

1. Mr. M. F. Cleary, i.r., Superintendent of Police, Chittagong. 

2. Head constable Ram Dip Singh, of Chittagong district. 
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Statement showing the names ov Government servant# including 
Public Prosecutors, (A) Killed or £B) Wounded while pealing 

WITH THE NON-CO-OPERATION MOVEMENT. 

A— Killed. 

1920-1922. 

1. One constable killed in Khilafat riots (HQ^ah 4i$frict): 
1930-1933. 

1. Assistant sub-inspector I limn ul la, of Kotwali police-station 

(Mymensingh district). 

2. Constable Bhumiram Jaishi, of Malda district (rising of Santbals 

at Adina Mosque). 

3. Sub-inspector Bhola Nath Ghosh, of Midnapore district. 

4. Sub-inspector Anirdudhya Samnnta, of Midnapore district. 

7/ — / njurrd. 

1920-1922. 

1. Head constable Delbir Thapa, of Fulehari police-station, district 

Rangpur. 

2. A. S. Larkin, i.c.s., in Khilafat riots in Howrah. 

3. Four constables, in Khilafat riots in Howrah. 

4. Sub-inspector Harish Chandra Sen, with five constables in Tip- 

pera district. 

5. Sub-inspector Anangu Mohan Deb (with some constables), of 

Tippern district. 

G. Constables Ibrahim Ali and Rnghunath Singh, of Tippera dis- 
trict . 

7. An escort party of Tipj>eni district severely beaten (names not 

available us records destroyed). 

8. Sub-inspector Golam Hossain, of Tippera. 

1930-1933. 

1. Constable Dhanman Singh, attuched to Barjora police-station, 

district Bankura. 

2. Constable Raghunath Singh, of Sonamukbi police-station, dis- 

trict Bankura. 

3. Sub-inspector Kali Das Datta, of Nadia district. 
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B — Injured, 

> f 1980-1933. 

4. (Constable Chandrama Singh, of Nadia district. 

5. Constable Mosafir Singh, of Nadia district. 
r 6. Constable J ^al j i Tewari, of Nadia district. 

I- ^Cof st|ibJ^ Jftanin Das Tewari, of Nadia district. 

8. Sub-ihspectqr Anil Ratnn Banarji, of Khulna district. 

9 Sub-insj)ector Jatindra Mohan Chakrabartti, of Khulna district. 

10. C onstable Mir Wareshali, of Khulna distiict. 

11. Constable Balmshkar Dikhit, of Khulna d.siiict. 

12. Constable Hara Ballav Singh, of Khulna district. 

13. Constable Sup Karan Singh, of Khulna district. 

14. Constable Bhabuneswur Kuar, of Khulna district, 
lb. Constable Banka Bhakat, of Khulna district. 

16. Constable Kukdev Tewari, of Khulna district. 

IT. Constable Abdul Hamid Sardar, of Khulna district. 

18. Mr. A. J. Kennedy, i.i\, Superintendent of Police, Bogra. 

19. Re&erve Inspector Raja Sugar Khan, of Bogra. 

20. Sub-Inspector Muhammad Yakub, of Bogra* district. 

21. Constable Banarashi Kuai, of Bogra district. 

22. Assistant sub-insjXM tor Shaikh Nasiruddin, of Bogra district. 

23. Assistant sub-insj>ector Suvednli Ahmed, of Hooghly district. 

24. Heat) constable Jagadish Dobey, of Hooghly district. 

25. Constable liamdhari Singha, of Hooghly district. 

26. Constable Brich 'Fhakur, of Hooghly district. 

27. Constable (fangadhin Kurmi, of Hooghly district. 

28. Constable Mahadeo Cpadhyaya, of Hooghly district. 

29. Constable Ram Kishore Ram, of Hooghly district. 

30. Constable Jx>kenath Roy, of Hooghly district. 

31. Constable Sital Prosad Thakur, of Hooghly district. 

32. Constable Muhammad Habib Khan, of Hooghly district. 

33. Constable Dharrmt Sinlia. of Hooghly district. 

34. Constable Muhammad Hussain, of Hooghly district. 

35. Constable Ramapati Missir, of Hooghly district. 

36. * Mr. E. E. English, i.r., Superintendent of Police, Howrah. 

37. Sergeant J. W. Lewis, of Howrah district. 



590 


QUESTIONS. 
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1930-1933. 


[24th, Mae., 


38. Mr. ltamgati Banarji, i.p., oC24-Parg 

39. Excise Inspector Maulvi Azizur Rahman, of 24-Parganas 
district. 

40. Head constable Suraj Pal Singh, of 24-Parganas -district. 

41. Constable Ram Lakhau Singh, of 24-Pargaifof distant. 

42. Constable Bejgirir Singh, of 24-Pargahatf? district. 

43. Constable Ram Bahai Singh, of 24-Pargfmas district. 

44. Constable Satyanarayan Missir, of 24-Parganas district. 

45. Constable Rainananda Singh, of 24-Pargimas district. 

40. Head constable Bansdeo Singh, of 24-Parganas district. 

47. Constable Rajani Konta Das, of 24-Parganas district. 

48. Assistant sub-inspector Ashutosh Ghosh, of 24-Parganas 
district. 

49. Assistant sub-inspector Surendra Nath Roy, of 24-Parganas 
district. 

50. Excise sub-inspector Phani Bhusan Mukharji, of 24-Parganas 
district. 

51. Excise sub-inspector Surendra Nath Roy, of 24-Parganas 
district. ' 

52. Sub-inspector Basata Kumar Bose, of 24-Parganas distiict. 

53. Constable Chandrapal Singh, ot 24-Parganas district. 

54. Constable J annum Singh, of 24-Parganas district. 

55. Constable Kuldwip Pandey, of 24-Parganas district. 

50. Sub-inspector Abinash Chandra Mukharji, of Jessore district. 

57. Officiating sub-inspector Golam Haider, of Jessore district. 

58. Head constable Bhagabat Pandey, of Jessore district. 

59. Constable No. 295, Shhabuddin, of Hooghly district. 

60. Constable l#al Mohan Chaudhuri, of Faridpur. 

61. Five constables injured in Sonamukhi town in Bankura dis- 
trict during the arrest of Krishna Chandra under section 21 of 
Ordinance II. 

62. Four policemen, part of an escort injured by stone-throwing in 
Bankura district. 

" 63. Sub-inspector Sushil Kumar Bakshi, of Nadia district. 

64. Assistant sub-iuspector Kazi Khoda Bakash, of Nadia district. 

65. Assistant sub-inspector Muhammad Alauddin, of Nadia district. 

66. Constable Abdul Hossain, of Nadia district. 
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1930-1933. 

67. Constable TTari Kissen Singh, of Nadia district. 

68. Constable Dal Singh Upadhya, of Nadia district. 

69. Constable Brahma Singh, of Nadia district. 

70. Constable Gohardhnn Bhakat, of Nadia district. 

71* 4 Coaatabli Phani Bhutan Manjhi, of Nadia district. 

72. Constable XAlchand Ojha, of Nadia district. 

T3. Constable *M«jib*r Rahman, of Nadia district. 

74. Constable Sudhir Kumar Bhattacharji, of Nadia district. 

75. Constable PrafuHa Kumar Adhikari, of Nadia district. 

76. Mr. N. K. Roy Choudhuri, i.c.s., Subdivisional Officer, 
Meherpmr. 

77. J^tTo-inspector Dhireudi* Nath Roy, of Nadia district. 

78. Head constable Mukhrnm Choubey, of Nadia district. 

79. Head constable Pitambar Singh, of Nadia district. 

80. Constable Rajbali Chamlhun, of Nadia district. 

81. Constable Rahimuddin Khan, of Nadia district. 

82. Constable Rum n a res h Singh, of Nadia district. 

83. Constable Debnarayan Singh, of Nadia district. 

84. Constable Ramasis Singh, of Nadia district. 

85. Constable Girija Singh, of Nadia district. 

86. Constable Kadam ltasul, of Nadia district. 

87. Constable Giridhuri Ro\ , of Nadia district. 

88. Maulvi Asad IIos*ain, ( irde Officer, Cabpur, Birbhum 

89. Sub-inspector Sarifulla Khan, of Hooghly district. 

90. Sub-inspector Aditya Nath Bhowmik, of Hooghly district. 

91. Head constable Ramparai Singha, of Hooghly district. 

92. Sub-inspector Saiduddin Ahmad, of Hooghly district. 

93. Assistant sub-inspector Marendra Kumar Sen, of Hooghly 
district. 

94. Heat! constable Ram Cdai Singh, of Hooghly district* " 

95. Constable Pradip Singh, of H<s>ghly district. 

96. Constable Ramprosad Doliev, of Hoogbjy district. 

97. Constable Sarafat Hossain Khan, of Hooghly district, 

98. Constable Rameswai Singh, of Hooghly district. 

99. Constable Iswar l>utta Sukul, of Hooghly district. 

100. Constable Sahabuddin Chaudhuri, of Hooghly district. 
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B — Injured. 

1930-1933. 

101 Constable Kajaram Singh, of Hooghly district. 

102. Sub-inspector Narendra Nath Guha, of Jalpaiguri district. 

103. Constable Bhadra Singh, of Jalpaiguri district’. 

104. Sub-in selector Dwipendra Nath Das Gupta, of Midnapore 
district. 

105. Sub-inspector Atul Krishna Mazumdar, of Midnapore 

* district. 

106. Sub-inspector Jnanendra Nath Tewarv, of Midniporo 

district. 

107. Sub-inspector Harendra Nath Mallik, of Midnapore 

district. 

108. Assistant sub-in speetor Girija Kanta Bhattacharji, of Midna- 
jx>re district. 

109. Assistant sub-insj>ector Bai&uddin Khanclkar, of Midnapore 
district. 

110. Assistant sub-insix»ctor Jogesh Chandra Biswas, of Midnapore 
district. 

111. Head constable Ramprosad Missir, of Midna]*>re district. 

112. Head constable Gouri Sanlcar Ojlia, of Midnajmre district. 

113. Constable Salukn Ho, of Midnapore district. 

114. Constable Mecca Ho, of Midnajxne district. 

115. Constable ltamdas Tewari, of MidnaiK>re district. 

116. Constable Kalia Singh, of Midmqore district. 

117. Constable Mahesh Singh, of Midfhipore district. 

118. Constable Dukhit Ham, of Midnapore district. 

119. Constable Washed Ali, of Midnujxue district. 

120. Constable Bhola Hoy, of Midnapore district. 

121. Constable Amerali Sardar, of Midnapore district. 

122. Constable Abdul Kalam Khan, of Midnaix>re district. 

123. Constable Shashadat Ali Biswas, oi Midnapore district. 

124. Constable Kajendra Singh, of Midnajxire district. 

125. Constable Hninzad Ali, of Midnajwre district. 

126. (Unstable Ram Chabita Singh, of Midnapore district. 

127. Constable Man varum Missir, of Midnapore district. 

128. Constable Shyamnixida Ghose, of Midnapore district. 

129. Constable Kashemali Sarif, of Midnajx>re district. 

130. Constable Bnehan Thakur, of Midnapore district. 

131. Constable Sk. Momin, of Midnapore district. 

132. Constable Mohesh Singh, of Midnapore district. 
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133. (Constable Oli Mohammad, of Midimpore district. 

134. Constable Sheo Buchan Ham, of Midimpore district. 

136. Constable Anupi Mahata, of Midnnpore district. 

136. Constable Shyam Charan Biswas, of Midimpore district. 

137. Constable De^endra Jana, of Midimpore district, 

138. Three constables (names not available), of Miduupore district. 

139. Constable Kalipada Singh, of Midnaj*>re district. 

140. Five constables (names not available), of Midimpore district. 

141. Constable Sora Singh, of Midimpore district. 

142. Constable Dal Bahadur Sonar, of Malda (rising of SunthnU 
at Adina Mosque). 

143. Constable Mahesh I)uU Tewari, of 24-Parganas district. 

144. Constable Bamkripal Singh, of 24-Parganas district. 

145. Constable Sew Uovind Singh, of 24-Parganas district. 

14b. Sub-inspector Hari Nath Chandra, of Dacca district. 

147. Sub-inspector K. II. Kezu, Calcutta. 

148. Sergeant Davis, Calcutta. 

149. Sergeant F. Bran, Calcutta. 

150. Sergeant Kinchin, Calcutta. 

151. Head constable Md. Yakub Ivhan, Calcutta. 

152. Sergeant Palut, (’a lcutt a. 

153. Sergeant Ford, Calcutta. 

154. Inspector Davies, Calcutta. 

155. Sergeant Williamson, Calcutta. 

156. Sergeant Trainer, Calcutta. 

157. Sergeant Fair bora, Calcutta. 

158. Sergeant Spier, Calcutta. 

159. Constable Badsha Khan, Calcutta. 

160. Sub-inspector P. K. Chatarji, Calcutta. 

161. Sergeant Karshaw, Calcutta. 

162. Inspector G. S. Hoy, Calcutta. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble 
ember be pleased to state whether any comj>ensation has been granted 
all these cases P 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: No. Compensation has not beea 
anted. 
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Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: With reference to state- 
rneut marked B, will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to state whether 
these were the cases of simple hurt or serious hurt? 

The H on T Mt Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, I am quite unable to give an 
answer to this question. 

High school for Muslim girls in Calcutta. 

*183. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
what steps, if any, have the Government hitherto taken for establish- 
ing a high English school in Calcutta for the education of Muslim 
girls? 

(//) Does the Hon'ble Minister remember the hope he gave in this 
Council on more occasions than one ifi regard to this matter? 

(c) Has the Director of Public Instruction submitted any scheme foi 
the establishment of such a school? 

{(I) If the answer to (r) is in the negative, what are the reasons foi 
the delay? 

(f) What is the total annual grant, it any, made bv fjovernment to 
Muslim Girls’ high English schools in Calcutta? 

(/) What is the average annual expenditure incurred by Government 
for the maintenance of the Bethune School taking the figures of the last 
five years? 

(//) Are Muslim girls eligible tor admission into the Bethune 
School? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: to), (6), (c) and (d) 

A scheme for the establishment of such a school has been submitted by 
the Director of Public Instruction to Government, and is now under 
tbeif consideration. 

(c) Government gives annually the sum of Rs. 14,520 to one Muslim 
high school for girls in Calcutta. 

if) Rs. 12,873. This being the average gross expenditure less the 
average fee receipts. 

(//) No, according to Government’s present information. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Did the Director of Public Instruc- 
lion submit a scheme? 


The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: Very recently. 
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Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: When are the Government likely 
o prophesy. 


The Hoil'ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDD1N: It is very dangerous 
o prophesy. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: With regard to Muslim girls’ school may I 
sk -whether the girls of other communities also are admitted into this 
chool or is it only meant for Muslim girls? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: 1 want notice 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: With reference 
o (</), will the Hon’ble Minister please state why Muslim girls are 
lot eligible for admission into the Bethune Schotd? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJ/^ NAZIMUDDIN: According to the 
rust deed only Hindu girls are admitted. We sought the opinion of 
he Advocate-General on this matter and we were so advised. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Is it a tact that 
lie trust deed contents mentioned is intended for Hindu girls and is 
t for that reason that Government hold that only girls j mfessing 
liridu religion are admitted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that the word “Hindu” has got a wider meaning - 
unbraces the people of Hindusthan? 

The Hon’blo Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have said that we 
lave been advised by our legal expert in this matter. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Is it not a fact that several 
Muhammadan girls have received education in Bethune College? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question has reference to Bethune School 
ind not to the Bethune College. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: May 1 draw the 

Hon’ble Minister’s attention to the well-known lines of Hafiz in 
which it is stated that the Hindus are those who live on the other side 
>f the Indus. 

(No reply was given.) 
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Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Does the Hon’ble 
Min inter propone to publish the trust deed for general information? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA HAZIMUDDIN : We never have thought 
of that. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: May I suggest that the 
Hon’ble Minister should publish the trust deed so that the question may 
be examined by others besides the Advocate-General? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: We do not propose to 
publish it. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is it open for Government 
to go to the High Court for a declaration of the meaning of the con- 
tents of the trust deed? * 

(No reply was given.) 

Maulvi 8Y ED MAJID BAK8H: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Mr. Bet hum* was an American? 

(No reply was given.) 


Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: What is the number 
of Muslim girls receiving education in this Muslim Girls' High English 
School in Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware tip^t no Muhammadan girls have applied for admission into the 
Beth une ftrhonl? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI : Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the non-Muslim girls as distinct 
from the Hindu girls are admitted into the Bethune School? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Brahmo girls are 
admitted. 
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Recruitment of ministerial officers in Faridpur and Rajsliahi 
district offices. 

•184. Rai Sahib 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: y,) Will the Hou hie 

kiember in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to |„ v on 
he table a statement showing for the year 1983 

(i) the names, qualifications, and castes of persons recruited in 
ministerial services by the District Magistrates and District 
Judges of Faridpur and Kajshahi respectively; und 

(u) the steps taken by such officers to advertise such vacancies for 
the information of the public? 


(b) Is it a fact that it was stated in the advertisement that certain 

acancies are to be filled up by candidates belonging to a particular 
omniunity? • 

(c) If the answer to {h) is in the affirmative, will the Hcm’lde 
kiember be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the* number 
f candidates who submitted petitions from each of the communities? 

( ft ) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the district authorities of 
tajshahi advertised to recruit one ministerial officer from the depressed 
r backward classes in the year 1933 ? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
lember be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the names 
nd number of such candidates who applied for the post? 

(/) Is it a fact that the depressed class candidate who applied for 
he post has not been recruited? 

(g) If so, what are the reasons for not selecting him? 

(/<) Have the Government considered that non-compliance with the 
Hsutance given in the advertisement to recruit candidates belonging to 
he depressed or backward classes in ministerial services lmn adversely 
ffect encouragement of education amongst such c lasses and goes agair^t 
he spirit of the memorandum issued bv the jlengal Government to 
wruit such classes in ministerial services? 

(i) Wbat steps do the Government intend taking to give effect to 
he spirit of the above memorandum ? 

(;) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that even non-inatrics have been 
?cmited in ministerial services in recent years? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tt» 
lon’bfe Mr. R. N. Reid): (a), (b) and (c) A statement is laid on the 
nbrary table giving the information required. 
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m . 

; id) no . 

(e), (f )> iff) aD( * W The questions do not arise. 

• (i) The attention of the local officers is drawn to the rules when 
necessary. 

O') No. 

Travelling allowance drawn by Jurors in Sessions Courts. 

*185. Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware — 

(i) that hardship is caused to the jurors in Sessions Courts ouing 
to the unsatisfactory Travelling Allowance Rules now in 
force ; v 

(it) the expenses of defence witnesses when not examined are with- 
held even when they are present in Courts 

(b) What amount is paid to each juror as halting allowance per 
diem ? 

(c) Is the Hon ’hie Member aware — 

(i) that no halting allowances are paid for the first and the last day 
of attendance; 

(n) the jurors who come from inufassal have to stay in the town and 
incur the same expenses as on other intermediate days ? 

{d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state — 

(i) under what rule such allowances are not paid; and 

(it) whether the revision of the existing rules is in contemplation? 

Mr. N. C. A. EDGLEY: (a) (?) No such general complaint has been 
receive^lrjf Government. 

(?7) Yes, unless the Judge considers that if they had been examined, 
they would have been in a position to give relevant and material evi- 
dence or that there are special circumstances to justify the payment of 
Jfcheir expenses. 

(b) and (d) (i) Payments to jurors are made in accordance with noti- 
fication No. 4fi6C> J., dated the 9th June, 1932, a copy of which is laid 
on the library table. 
t,c) (?) Yes. 

(it) No. 

OD (»V) No 
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Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is it a fact that the 
udges issue summons and after the witnesses have turned up bv incur- 
ng expenditure the question whether their evidence would be t a Veil 
i considered by the Judge while all the time the witnesses are kept 
aiting? 

Mr. N. C. A. EDCLEY • I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Are the Government 
msidering the advisability of suggestiug to the Judges to consider 
bis point before the witnesses are summoned? 

Mr. N. G. A. EDCLEY: The quest ion has not \et been ren- 
dered. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : With reference to (//), whether 
be same considerations apply to witnesses cited by the prosecution? 

Mr. N. C. A. EDCLEY: 1 want notice. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

• (answers to which were laid on the table) 

Ashanullah School of Engineering, Dacca. 

65. Maulvi ABDUL CHANI CHOWDHURY : Will the Hon* hie 
Minister in charge of the Education Department he pleased to state — 
(t) who is responsible for the inadvertence through which the four 
junior mistries of the Ashanullah School of Engineering, 
Dacca, were treated as having been jiermanently appointed 
in spite of the jxdicv of the Government to keep the mistrv 
staff on a tenqiorary basis since 1J>17; 

(«) when for the first time the Government became aware of such 
inadvertence; 

(tit) when the Government acquiesced therein; 

(iv) for how long such inadvertence continued; and 
(v) whether the Government held any inquiry into the cause of* 
such inadvertence? 

The Hon’Me Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (i) It is not possible 
iter this lapse of time to fix the responsibility. 

(ii), (iii) and (ir) The whole matter turns upon the interpretation 
o be placed upon certain correspondence. It was in 1929, that it was 
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first recognised that a letter written in 1925 had inadvertently been 
couched in terms which committed Government to acquiescence in the 
treatment of these four mistries as permanent. 

( r) As the conesi»ondence shows, the inadvertence arose from 
failure to distinguish between the permanence of a post and the per- 
manent status of the person holding it. 


Id-ul-Fitr holiday in educational institutions. 

86. Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUF'll* (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

( i ) that on the last Id-ul-Fitr day on the 17th January, 1934, 
many Government educational institutions were not kept 
closed owing to the said holidays fixed by Government for 
the 18th and 19th January, 1934; and 
(it) that on account of this non-closure the Muslim students were 
put to great difficulty and hardship? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, 
do the Government contemplate taking to prevent a recurrence? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
for the cancellation of the lectures delivered in their educational 
institutions on the said Id-ul-Fitr day? 

The Hon’bfo Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No report to 
this effect has reached Government. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(o) No. 


Jttsore District Board Fund 8pecial Audit. 

67. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: «i) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
iu charge of the Ixxal Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
whether it is u fact that he has ordered a special audit of the accounts 
of the Jessore District Fund? 

(6) If the answer to pi') is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased — 

(/) to state the reasons that led to the said order; 

(it) to state the scope of the special audit; 

(ill) t< state the approximate costs for the special audit and where- 
from the said costs will be met ; and 

(iv) to lay on the table the correspondence that led to the order for 
the special audit? 
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Th* Hon tile Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: (a) y M . 

(6) (i) The special audit was considered necessary as it was alleged 
that grants made to the Jessore district hoard from the Central Road 
Fund for the improvement of the Magura-Jhenidah Road had been 
diverted to purposes other than that for which they were sanctioned. 

(m) It is not desirable that particulars regarding the scope of the 
audit should be published in advance. 

(Hi) As the time which the auditor is likely to occupy cannot lie 
foreseen at this stage, it is not possible nt present to estimate the prob- 
able cost of the audit. 

The source from which the cost of the special audit will be met will 
be settled after the information about the actual cost is received from 
the Accountant-General, Bengal. 

{iv) No. The correspondence on the subject is confidential. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Was there any report from the 
District Magistrate regarding the alleged irregularities? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Yes, there 
vere. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the If on 'hie Minister ho 
deased to lay on the table the whole correspondence? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: It is congen- 
ial. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Is it a fact that the order for 
pecial audits was passed on the basis of a note published in the Amrita 
3<i:ar Pat n lea ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: No 


Recruitment of Muslims in the Secretariat and attached offioct. 

68. Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will the llon’ble 
lember in charge of the Finance Department please state whether the 
ules fixing the percentage of Muslim appointments in the ministerial 
establishment of the Bengal Secretariat are applicable to both perma* 
ent and temporary appointments? 
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(b) What is the present total number of permanent a^d temporary 
posts in the Chief Secretary’s offices? 

( c ) How many of such posts are* permanent and how many are 
temporary P 

(d) How many of them are &eld by Jlindus «gid Muslims respec- 
tively P 

(e) Is it a fact that the number of temporary appointments held by 
Muslims in the Chief Secretary’s office is proportionately less, than that 
held by Muslims in the permanent establishment? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member please state the reasons for the same? 

(g) Is it a fact that there are ten upper division appointments in the 
Local Self-Government Department and that of these only two are held 
by M uslims P 

4 

(h) Is it a fact that under the rules for recruitment of ministerial 
officers in the Secretariat, till per cent, appointments are held by 
Muslims, in filling up vacancies, the claims of Mussulmans are to be 
considered in filling all vacancies? 

(/) If the answer to (//) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state — 

(/) whether there were any vacancies in the upper division in the 
liocal Self-Government Department before and after the 
last Muslim appointment in the upper division of this 
department; 

(n) whether the claims of Mussulmans were considered in filling 
up these vacancies; and 

(in) whether the Appointment Department was approached by the 
liocal Self-Government Department for a Muslim recruit? 
If not, why not? 

(/) Is there any department or machinery set up by Government to 
aee that the rules framed for the recruitment of officers for the minis- 
terial service in the Secretariat and in the offices of Heads of Depart- 
ments located in the Writers* Buildings are properly administered and 
given effect to? 

(k) If the answer to (j) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state which department is entrusted with this 
function and what is the nature of that machinery? 

(l) Is there any rule for the direct recruitment of Mussalmans in 
the upper division in the offices of the Heads of Departments located 
in the Writers’ Buildings, as in the Secretariat offices? 
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(m) If tbf answer to (l) is in the negative, are the Government cou- 
ntering the desirability of making rules for the direct recruitment of 
usajmans in the upper division in these offices, especially the Director 
>f Public* Instruction’s office, as in the Secretariat offices? 

The Hen f ble*MiV'l. A. WOODHBAD: The information asked for 
n the question^ which is of considerable length, is under collection and 
rill be supplied to the bon ’Me member as soon as possible. 


Rural public health. 

68. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister 
n charge of the Local Self-Government Department Ik* pleased to lay 
m the table a statement showing, district by district, for the last 6 
ears — 

(i) the number of rural health circles; 

(it) the total expenditure on public health purjmses; 

(tii) the expenditure incurred on this account j>er head of popula- 
tion ; 

(iv) Government grants received by the district board, and expendi- 

ture incurred from the district lx>ard fund for — 

(1) Rural health schemes, 

(2) Vaccination inspecting staff, 

(3) Free vaccination, 

(4) Kala-nzar centres, 

(5) Anti-malarial works, 

(6) Water-supply, 

(7) Quinine distribution; 

(v) the income of the district boards from fines in food adultera- 

tion cases; and 

(ri) the income of district hoards from vaccination oases? 

( b ) Have the Government any definite scheme to open a public 
ealth laboratory at the headquarter station of each district to provide 
acilities for conducting food analysis in a better and more systematio 
i&nner ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: («) Statements 
iving such information as is readily available, are laid on the Library 
able. 

(6) This is primarily the responsibility of the local bodies 
kern selves. 
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Murshidabad municipality election, 

70. Raja Bahadur BHUPEN0RA NARAYAN SIN HA, of 

Naahipur: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self- 
Government Department be pleased to state when the first general 
election to the Murshidabad municipality under the Bengal Municipal 
Act of 1932 will be held? * 

(h) Is it a fact that the dates for the new election had already 
been notified? v 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative — 

(/) when were the announcements made; and 

(it) what date was fixed in the notification? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Commissioner of the Presidency Division 
intimated that the reconstitution of the municipoltiy cannot be effected 
during this financial year? , 

(r) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, what justification was 
there for the |x>Ktix>nement of the election? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: (a) During the 
next financial year. 

(b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) The necessary preliminaries in connection with the election could 
not be completed in time. 


Election under the New Bengal Municipal Act 

71. Miulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(i) how many municipalities held general elections in March, 

193d, under the new Bengal Municipal Act (Act XV of 
1932) ; 

(ii) how many of these municipalities have begun to function; 
dii) for how many of such municipalities nominations have not yet 

been gazetted ; 

(tr) the reason for the delay in publishing nominations; 

(r) what steps are being taken to expedite the nominations; and 
(i'0 when the nominations are likely to be published? 
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The Hon’Me Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (0 .v„\ 

w • , 

(«) It is regretted that time does not permit of information being 
[•oltaited in respect of all municipalities in which elections were held 
in March*, 1933. But information received up to date shows that 12 
municipalities have begun to function. 

• 'i * , 

(itt) 4 . * 

(iv) In thfc case of three municipalities the delay is due to failure 
of elections in certain wards, and in the case of one municipality the 
local officer’s nominations were received on lfltli March, 1934. 

(r) and ( vi) Fresh elections have been ordered in those municipal- 
ities where elections failed jiartialty. dominations in these cases will 
be published as soon as possible after the results of the fiesh elections 
are known. The nominations received on tin* loth M.och, 1934, will 
be published as soon as possible. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why 40 out of 52 municipalities in which elections were held alnuit 
[i year ago under ihe new Act ha\e not yet begun to function? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: 1 would request the 
hon’ble member to read the answer more carefully . It is not suggested 
there that 40 municipalities have not functioned. It is said that we 
have got definite information regarding 12 municipalities only. It is 
just possible that out of them 4X are functioning now. 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Why cunnot the Jion’hle Minister be 
definite as regards the other municipalities? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: 1 lime >uid that 
we have not yet received information with regard to the rest 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Is it not a fact that Government nomina- 
tions have been delayed excessively? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is not a 
fact. 

e 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state how many municipalities have not yet functioned owing to the 
delay in Government nomination? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY : Government 
nominations have not yet been published wiih regard to 4 out of 5 2 
reconstituted municipalities. 
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Maulvi ABUL QUASEMl In how many municipalities fresh elec- 
tions have been ordered? ‘ 

The Hon'We Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I think in* two 

only. t* 

** * 

A ifc/ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: On*a jpiut of order, Sir. Abbut 16 days 
back I Rave notice of three simple + quesj!lt>ns. Neithef refusal nor 
answer has been given, and to-day is the last day of the session. May 
I know the reason fK * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is a nistte^et opinion wheffier they were 
simple or not, but any way it fft not a point of order. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: If you will look at the papers you will see 
that they are very simple — - 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. 


Secretaries and Executive Officers of district boards. 

72. Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Will the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Ixical Self-Government Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(?) the names of the district boards in Bengal that have got (i) 
Secretaries and (ii) Executive Officers; and 

(ii) the scale of pay of each such Secretary and Executive Officer? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (i) and (ii) None 
of the district boards has got an Executive Officer. A list of district 
boards which maintain Secretaries together with the scale of pay in 
respect of each is given in the statement laid on the table. 


Statement referred to m the fe/4y to uustarretl i/uestion .Vo. 72. 

Bnkarganj district hoard — Rs. 250 — 10 — OdO — 15 — 150. 

Birbhum district board — Rs. 100—5/1 — 150. 

Midnupore district boanWRs. 200 — 10 — 250 — 5 — 275. 

Burdwnn district l>onrd — Rs. 165 — 5 — 1S5. 

Howrah district board — Rs. 150 — 10 — 250. 

• 24-Rarganas district bowl'd — Rs. 250 — 10 — 400. 

Dacca district board— Rs. 150 — 5 — 250. 
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Malaria in Faridptir. 

73. Maulvi TAM^ZtlDDIN KHAN: Will the 1 1 on* hie Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department l>e pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing for the Faridpur district for the 
years 1930, 1931, 1932 and 1933 — 

(i) the number of deaths’ from malaria; 

(it) the aiumber of malarial patients treated in the charitable 
dispensaries ; 

(til) the number of malarial patients treated by the Rural Health 
staff ; 

i * 

(iv) the number of malftt&ul patients treated in the Kala Azar 
centres; 

(r) the number of malarial patient* treated b\ the Anti-malarial 
Societies ; and 

(ri) the total number of malarial patients treated ? 

The Hon’bie 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: A statement is 
laid on the table. 


Statement referred to //? the reply to unstarred question .Vo. <71. 


Number of mala ri nl patlenbi tnnfed- 


Year 

Number 
of death* 
from 
malaria. 

In charitable 
dlftlNUiaaricii 

and 

hospital* 

By Kural 
llealth 
Htaff 

In ka ta- 
rn tar 

it lit re*. 

By anti* 
malarial 
hoc let lea. 

Total num- 
ber of mala- 
rial patient* 
tri ated, 


(») 

(•»> 

(in) 

(»>) 

(r> 

(n) 

1030 

1S.02N 

44,153 

4,o;to 


Not avail- 
able. 

54,2(10 

1931 

19.034 

02,201 

11. *40 

2,0*5 


00,152 

1932 

17.544 

50,74* 

1 **,172 

3 *97 


74,790 

193A 

17,000 
(to Octo- 
ber). 

7H.034 


7, *41 




y.B.—The figure* in column (n) have Iwn obtained Indcj* ndently from thowr In column* Of) Ut 
(r). There hat not been time to reconcile the dbcttpanclf*. 


District Engineers. 

74 , Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER Atf: Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the total amount of travelling and 
halting allowance drawn by each of the District Engineer* of Bengal 
in each'of the five financial years 1928-29, 1929-30, 1930-31, 1931-3? and 
1932-33? 
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The Hoii’blt Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: A statement is 
laid on the table. This statement furnishes infbrmation in respect of 
District Engineers of 22 district boards. It is regretted that time 
did not permit of information being collected in respect of the remain- 
ing ihree District Engineers during this session. 


Statevient referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 74. 
■ ■■■! ■■ ■ — — — , —A 

Amount of travelling and halting allowance drawn in the year. 


Name of district board. 



1028-20. 

1020-30. 

1930-31. 

1931-32. 

1932-33. 


11b. 

a. 

P- 

Hh. 

a. 

P 

R«. 

a. 

P- 

Kft. 

a. 

P- 

R*. 

a. 

P- 

liurdwan 

2,270 

5 

0 

1,501 

4 

0 

1,700 

10 

0 

2,241 

11 

0 

2,400 

0 

0 

Mrbtiuru 

2,008 

0 

0 

1,844 

0 

0 

1,403 

0 

0 

1,097 

0 

0 

1,710 

0 

0 

lUtikura 

1,585 

2 

O 

943 

10 

0 

1,413 

4 

0 

1,014 

1 

0 

1,325 

6 

0 

Midnaporc 

2,478 

0 

0 

1,000 

10 

0 

1,825 

3 

0 

1,873 

0 

0 

1,831 

4 

0 

liooghly 

1,314 

15 

0 

1,443 

1 

0 

<1,047 

7 

0 

1,458 

14 

0 

1,460 

5 

0 

Howrah 

1,302 

0 

0 

1.293 

0 

0 

1.300 

0 

0 

1,288 

0 

u 

540 

0 

0 

24-I’argHtuui 

2,478 

0 

0 

3.257 

0 

0 

2,878 

0 

0 

2,175 

0 

0 

1,805 

0 

0 

Nadia 

1,305 

0 

0 

958 

4 

0 

1,070 

9 

0 

2,219 

5 

0 

2,134 

7 

0 

Murnhldalmd 

1,800 

0 

0 

1,800 

0 

0 

1,800 

0 

0 

1.408 

0 

0 

1,231 

2 

0 


2,559 

13 

0 

2.017 

4 

0 

2,783 

4 

0 

2.890 

15 

0 

2,058 

0 

0 

Dacca 

1,045 

0 

0 

1,310 

0 

0 

1,020 

0 

0 

812 

0 

0 

475 

0 

0 

Mymomdngh 

2,201 

14 

0 

2,310 

5 

0 

1,872 

12 

0 

8S0 

0 

0 

910 

0 

0 

Faridpur 

2.012 

0 

0 j 

’ 1,830 

0 

0 

1,920 

0 

0 

1,283 

0 

0 

1,315 

0 

0 

DakarganJ 

048 

0 

0 

725 

0 

0 

1,300 

0 

0 

.2,052 

0 

0 

1,794 

0 

II 

Chittagong 

500 

2 

0 

1.950 

6 

0 

1,101 

14 

0 

707 

0 

0 

536 

1 

0 

Tlppnra 

1,021 

12 

0 

1,488 

0 

0 

1,820 

10 

0 

1,319 

8 

0 

1,047 

10 

0 

Noakhall 

745 

11 

0 

088 

11 

0 

791 

7 

0 

741, 

12 

0 

782 

0 

0 

ItajNhahi 

147 

2 

0 

1,005 

2 

0 

1,000 

fl 

0 

1,860 

5 

0 

1,587 

0 

0 

Dlnajpur 

2,130 

3 

0 

2,002 

2 

0 

1,290 

1 

0 

2,007 

9 

0 

1,891 

0 

0 

llaugpur 

1,025 

3 

0 

1,021 

8 

0 

1,780 

11 

0 

1,807 

4 

0 

1,625 

6 

0 

Bogrn 

014 

3 

0 

1,234 

0 

0 

1,047 

3 

0 

1,085 

10 

9 

1,431 

15 

0 

Fabna 

1,454 

0 

0 

1.790 

0 

0 

1,700 

0 

0 

1,789 

0 

0 

1,077 

0 

0 


Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of district boards. 

75. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: {a) Will the Hou’ble Minister 
jn charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 


(?) the names of the Chairmen and the Vice-Chairmen of the dis- 
trict boards in Bengal who held or have been holding office 
as such since 1st January, 1931, noting against the name of 
each, whether he is an official or non-official, and also the 
period for which since the said 1st January, 1931, ho held or 
has Wen holding office as such ; 
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(it) the total amount of travelling and halting allowance drawn by 
each such non-official Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the 
three calendar years 1931* 1932 and 1933 or part thereof, 
for which he held office as the case may be ; 

(tit) the names of such non-official Chairmen or Vice-Chairmen, if 
any, y[ho are resident of the headquarters of the district ; and 

(iv) the names of such non-official Chairmen or Vice-Chairmen, if 
any, who ordinarily reside outside the district? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(1) whether Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen not resident at the head- 

quarters of the district are entitled under the existing 
rules to travelling allowance for journeys undertaken for 
the purposes of office work or to halting allowance for halts 
at the district headquarters for doing office work; and 

(it) whether Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen resident outside the dis- 
trict are entitled, iinlier the existing rules, to travelling 
allowance for that part of the journey which falls outside 
the district but performed for the ptirjHJses of the district 
board ; and 

(Hi) the names of the Chairmen of district boards who are at pre- 
sent members of the Provincial Rond Hoard together with 
the total amount of travelling and halting allowances drawn 
by each of them as such member? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: in) <0 A statement 
i laid on the table. 

(u) This information cannot be obtained unless special enquiries 
re made from district boards involving in the opinion of Government, 

disproportionate expenditure of time and energy for whirl, they are 
ot prepared to ask. 

(m) A statement is laid on the table. 

(iv) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) (i) and (it) No. . 

(Hi) (1) Eai Keshah Chandra Banerji Bahadur, u.L.c., hairinan, 

)acca district board. 

(2) Raja M'ouiloll Singh lloy, c.i.e., Chairman, Burdwan district ' 
oard. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmed, Chairman, Chittagong dia- 
rict board. 

(4) Maulvi Syed Nauaher Ali, Chairman, Je.aore dratnct 

loud. 

9 
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A statement showing the travelling allowances drawn by Road 
Board members who are Chairmen of district boards is laid on the 
table. M.L.Cs. who are given travelling allowance for attending meet- 
ings of the Legislative Council are not allowed separate . travelling 
allowance for attending Road Board meetings. 

c 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) ( i ) of unstarred ques- 
tion No. 75. 

Buhdwan Division. 

Burdwan District Board. 

Chairman (Non-official) — Raja Moniloll Singh Roy, c.i.e., from 
1st January, 1931, to date. 

Vice-Chairman (Non-official) — 

Rai Tara Prasanna Mukherji Bahadur, c.i.e., from 1st January, 
1931, to 10th May, 1933. ‘ 

Balm Harakali Pan, n.L., Non-official — from 27th May, 

1933, to 28th July, 1933. 

Babu Radha Gobinda Hnti, Advocate, Non-official — from 29th 
July, 1933 to date. 

Birhhum District Board. 

Chairman (Non-official) — Rai A. C. Banerji Bahadur, from 1st 
January, 1931, up to date. 

Vice-Chairman (Non-official) — Rai Nirmalshib Banerji Bahadur, 
from 1st January, 1931, to date. 

Bankura District Board. 


Chairman (Official) — 

(//) Rai Bahadur J. M. Banerji, District Magistrate, from before 
1st January, 1931, to 3rd April, 1932. 

(h) S, K. Dus Gupta, Esq., District Magistrate, from 3rd April, 

1932, to 17th May, 1932. 

(c) Rai Bahadur A. (\ Dutt (District Magistrate), from 17th 

May, 1932, to 23rd November, 1932. 

(d) E. W. Holland, Esq., i.c.s., District Magistrate, from 25th 

November, 1932, to 12th June, 1933. 

(e) Rai Bahadur N. C. Bose, District Magistrate, from 12th June, 

1933, to 25th June, 1933. 

(/) E. W. Holland, Esq., i.c.s., District Magistrate, from 25th 
June, 1933, to 25th November, 1933. 
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Bank urn District Board. 

(g) I toi Bahadur N. C. Bose, District Magistrate, from 25th 

November, 1933, to loth Decent tier, 19.13. 

(h) E. W. Holland, Esq., l.c.s., District Magistrate, from 15th 

December, 1933, to 9th March, 1934. 

(t) ltai Bahadur N. C. Bose, District Magistrate, from 9tb March, 
1934, to 14th March, 1934. 

O') T. C. Boy, Estj., District Magistrate, fiom 14th March, 
1934. 

Vice-Chairman (Non-official) — Babu Debt? mini Nath Goswanii, b.l., 
from before 1st January, 1931, up to date. 

Muhin pore District Board. 

Chairman (Official) — * 

(1) Mr. J. Peddie, c.i.k., i.t.s.. District Magistrate, Midnupore, 

from 1st January, 1931 to 7th April, 1931. 

(2) Mr. I 4 ’. (\ French, l.c.s., District Magistrate, Midnupore, from 

10th April. 1931 to 10th June, 1931. 

(3) Mr. \l. Douglas, i.( .s.. District Magistrate, Midnupore, from 

llth June, 1931 to 30th April, 1932. 

(4) Mr. B. E. J. Bur^e , l.c.s., District Magistrate, Midnupore, 

from f)th May, 1932 to 2nd September, 1933, 

(5) Mr. S. K. Basil, l.c.s.. District Magistrate, Midnupore, from 

14th September, 1933 to 9th G< tuber, 1933. 

(0) Mr. P. J. Griffiths, i.i ,s . DistnH Magistrate, Midnupore, from 

10th October, 1933 to 3id December, 1933. 

(7) Mr. H. S. K. Stevens, i.t .s., Distm t Magistrate. Midnupore, 
from 4th December, 1933 up to date. 

Vice-Chairman ( Non-official) — Kai Sambliu Chandra Dutt Bahadur, 
from 1st January, 1931 to date. 

Hoo</hJy District Board. 

Chairman (Non-official) — 

(1) ltai Bahadur Satish Chandra Mukherji, from 1st January, 

1931 to 13th February, 1931. 

(2) Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherji. from 14th February, 1931 to dole. 
Vice-Chairman (Non-official >— 

(]) Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherji, b.s<\, from l#t January, 1931 to 
13tb February 1931. 

t2^ Mr. Kauai Lai Gossain, from 14<h February, 1931 to date. 
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Chairman (Non-official) — Babu Pundarikaksha Roy, b.l/, from 1st 
January, 1931 to date. 

Vice-Chairman (Non-official) — Babu Charu Chandra Pal, from let 
January, 1931 to date. 

Presiokncy Division. 

Jessore District Board. 

Chairman (Non-official) — Maulvi Syed Nausher Ali, b.l., from 1st 
January, 1931 up to date. 

Vice-Chairman (Non-official) — 

(1) Maulvi Syed Abdus Haul, b.l., from 1st January, 1931 to 

date. «- 

(2) Babu Rasik Lai Biswas, b.l., Vice-Chairman, No. II, since 

14th February, 1933. 

Khulna District Board. 

Chairman (Non-official) — Rai Jatindm Nath Ghosh Bahadur, from 
1st January, 1931 to date. 

Vice-Chairman (Non-official) — Babu Mahendra Kumar Ghose, from 
1st January, 1931 to date. 

24-Parganas District Board. 

Chairman (Non-official) — Rai Jogesh Chandra Sen Bahadur, j.p., 
m.l.c., from 1st January, 1931 to date. 

Vice-Chairman (Non-official) — Babu Anukul Chandra Das, M.A.. 
b.l. , from 1st January, 1931 to date. 

Sadia District Board. 

Chairman (Non-official) — Rai Nagendra Nath Mukherji Balfadur, 
from 1st .lanuarv, 1931 to date. 

Vice-Chairman (Non-official) — Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque, 
b.l., m.l.c., from 1st January, 1931 to date. 

(Both Chairman and Vice-Chairman are holding office for about last 

8 years.) 

Alurshidabad District Board . 

Chairman (Non-official) — Rai Surendra Narayan Sinha, from 1st 
January, 1931 to date. 
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Presidency Division. 

Murshidabad District Board. 

Vice-Chairman (Non-official) — 

(1) Maulvi Abdus Snmed, b.l., m.l.c., from 1st January, 1 D31 

to 30fh January, 1933. 

(2) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kkramul Haq, ill., from 4th January, 

1933 to date. 


Dacca Division. 

Dacca District Board. 

Chairman (Non-official) — 

Rai Keshab Chandra Banerji Bahadur, m.l.c., from 1st January, 
1931 to lltli December, 1933. 

Mr. K. Sahabuddin, from 12th December, 1933 to date. 
Vice-Chairman — 

(1) Mr. K. Sahabuddin, fiom 1st January, 1931 to 18th March, 

1932. 

(2) Mr. Abdus Salim, from 27th June, 1932 to Jlth December, 

1933. 

(3) Babu Amulya Ratan (iulia, from 12th December, 1933 to date 

(Non-official). 

.1/ ymenrint/h District Board. 

Chairman — 

(1) H. Graham, Esq., i.c.s., c.i.k. (Official), from lnt January, 

1931 to 3rd September, 1931 and from 24th November, 1931 
to 13th December 1932. 

(2) Mr. S. C. Ghntnk, Rai Bahadur, m.*. (Official), from 4th 

Septeml>er, 1931 to 23id No\emhcr 1931. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Shari uddin Ahmed, ill. (Non-official), 

from 14th December, 1933 to date. 

Vice-Chairman (Non-official) — 

(1) Rai Bahadur Tmesh Chandra Chakladar, from 1st. January, 

1931 to 13th December, 1932. 

(2) Khan Sahit) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Choudhury, from 14th 

December, 1932 to date. 

Farid pur District Board. 

Chairman (Non-official)— Maulvi Aliniuciaman Choudhury, ii.l.c., 
since 1st January', 1931 to date. 
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Dacca Division. 

Farid pur District Board. 

Vice-Chairman (Non-official) — 

(1) Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar Sen, m.l.c., from 1st January, 1931 

to 22nd May/ 1932. 

(2) Choudhury Shamsuddin Ahmed, from 23rd May, 1932 to date. 

Dakar pun j District Board. 

Chairman (Non -official) — 

(1) Mr. Kyed Muhammad Hussain, 8 months and 14 days up to 

date of his death on 14th November, 1931. 

(From loth November, 1931 to lbth December, 1932 there was no 
Chairman.) 

(2) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hemayetuddin Ahmed, from 17th 

December, 1932 to date. • 

Vice-Chairman (Non-official) — 

(1) Maulvi Abdul Wahab Khan*, one year 10 months and 25 days 

up to 25th November, 1932. 

(2) Maulvi Mnfizuddin Ahmed, from 20th November, 1932 to date. 
•Also carried on the duties of the Chairman from 15th No.vember, 1931 

to 25th November, 1932. 

Chittagong Division. 

ChitUiffOtifj District Board. 

Chairman (Non-official) — Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmed, 
from 1st January, 1931 up to date. 

Vice-Chairman (Non-official )— Babu Khirod Chandra Roy, from 1st 
January, 1931 up to date. 

Tippcra District Board. 

Chairman (Non-official)— Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abidur Reza 
Chaudlmry, from 1st January, 1931 up to date. 

Vice-Chairman (Non-official)— Maulvi Fariduddin Ahmed, from 1st 
January, 1931 up to date. 

Noakhali District Board. 

Chairman (Non-official)— Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdul Gofran, 
from 1st January, 1931 to date. 

Vice-Chairman (Non-official)— Babu Nagvmlra Kumar Sur, from 1st 
January, 1931 to date. 
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Rajshahi District Board. 

Chairman (Nob-official) — 

(1) Mr. Birendrn Nath Roy, fiom 1st January, 1931 to 3rd 

January, 1933. 

(2) Kumar Protiva Nath Roy, from 4th January, 1933 to date. 
Vice-Chairman (Non-official ) — 

(1) Rai Brojendra Mohan Mitra Bahadur, from 1st January, 1931 

to 3rd January, 1933. 

(2) Khan Sahib Maulvi Muhammad Busiruddin, trom 4th 

January, 1933 to 17th March. 1933. 

(3) Babu Suresh Chandra Chakravarty, from ISth March, 1933 to 

date. 

Dtnajjwr District Board. 

Chairman (Non-official) — Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohon Sen, from 1st 
January, 1931 to date. 

Vice-Chairman (Non-official > — 

(1) laite Maulvi Osman (fhani Choudhun, from 1st January, 1931 

to 3rd April, 1933. V 

(2) Maulvi Nusiruddin Ahmed Choudhury, trom 13th May, 1933 to 

date. 


Jal /><!>(/ >m District Board. 

Chairman (Non-official )- Rai Joy (rotunda (tuba Bahadur, from 1st 
January, 1931 to date. 

Vice-Chairman (Non-official) — Balm Bipulendia Nath Banerjee, 
from 1st January, 1931 to date. 

Bant/ /Hi r District Board. 

Chairman (Noil-official) — Rai Surat Chandra Chattel joe Bahadur, 
from 1st January, 1931 to lOtli November, 1933. 

Vice-Chairman (Non-official) - 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad Asaf Khun, from 1st January, 
1931 to 10th November, 1933. 

Maulvi Shall Abdur Rauf, from 11th November, 1933 to date. 

2nd Vice-Chairman (Non-official) -Maulvi Haji Tarabak Ali, from 
11th November, 1933 to date. 
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Bogra District Board 
Chairman (Non-official) — 

Mr. Altaf Ali, from 1st January, 1931 to 20th J\ine, 1933. 

Khan Bahadur H. It. Choudhury, from 21st June, 1933 to date. 
Vice-Chairman (Non-official) — 

Dr. Jogendra Chandra Choudhury, from 1st January, 1931 to 20th 
June, 1933. 

Dr. Mafizuddin Ahmed, from 21st June, 1933 to date. 

Pabjut District Board. 

Chairman (Non-official) — 

Maulvi A. M. AUlul Hamid, from*lst January, 1931 to 25th June, 
1933. 

Maulvi Abdur Kasohid Mahmood, from 26th June, 1933 to date. 
V ice-Chairman (Non-official) — 

Maulvi Alwlul Aziz Khun, from 1st .January, 1931 tp 25th June, 
1933. 

Babu Indujoyti Majumdar, from 26th June, 1933 to date. 

MaJda District Board. 

Chairman (Non-official) — 

Itai Bahadur Punchanan Majumdar, from 1st January, 1931 to 
7th July, 1931. 

Maulvi Zahar Ahmed Choudhury, fiom 8th July. 1931 to date. 
Vice-Chairman (Non-official) — 

Maulvi Reuzuddin Ahmed, from 1st January, 1931 to 7th July, 
1931. 

Babu Promatha Nath Misra, from 20th July, 1931 to date. 

Statevient referred to in the reply to 'unstarred question No. 75 (a) (tit). 
BomwAN Division. 

Burdiran District Board. 

Chairman — Raja Moniloll Singh Roy, c.i.e. 
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Bird wan Division. 

Birbhum District Board . 
Chairman — Rai A. C. Banerji Buhudui. 

* Bankura District Board . 

Nil. 

Midnapore District Board. 

Nil. 

Ilooghly District Board. 
Chairman — Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherji. 
Vice-Chairman — Mr. Kauai Lall (io>sain. 

Howrah District Board . 
Vice-Chairman — Balm Cham Chandra Paul. 

Presidency Division. 

24-Par ganas District Board. 

Nil. 

A ad m District Board. 

Chairman — Rai Napendra Nath Mukheiji Bahadur. 

Marsh idahad District Board. 
Chairman — Rai Suicndra Naia\an Sinha Bahadur. 

Jcssorc District Board. 
Chairman — Maulvi Syed Xau-dier Ali. 

Khulna District Board . 

Nil. 

Dacca Division. 

Dacca District Board. 

Nil. 


M ymc using h District Board. 

Nil. 
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* Dacca Division. 

Faridpur District Board. 

Chairman — Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuzzaman Choudhury, b.a., 
m.l.c. 

Vice-Chairman — Choudhury Shamsuddin Ahmed. * 

Dakar ff an j District Board. 

No information. 

( ’ll ITT AGON G Dl VISION . 

Chittagong District Board. 

Nil. 

Tippera District Board. 

Chairman — Khan Bahadur Ahidur Reza Choudhury. 

Xoakhah District Board. 

Nil. 

Kajshaui Division. 

Bajshahi District Board. 

Chairman — 

Mr. Birendra Nath Roy. 

Kumar Rrativa Nath Roy. 

Vice-Chairman — 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Muhammad Basiruddin, resident of the head- 
quarters and also Dhupaijmra in the district. 

Bnbu Suresh Chandra Chakrabarty, resident of the headquarters 
and Puthia in the district. 

Jal pan/uri District Board. 

Chairman — Rai Joy (Jobinda Uuha Bahadur. 

Vice-Chairman — Babu Bipulendra Nath Banerjee. 

Dinajpur District. Board. 

V ice-Chairman — 

Late Maulvi G9man Uhani Choudhury. 

Maulvi Nasiruddin Ahmed Chowdhury. 
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Fang pur District Board 
Nil. 

Bogra District Board. 

Chairman — 

Maulvi Altaf Ali. 

Khan Bahadur IT. R. Choudhurv. 

Vice-Chairman — 

Dr. Jogendra Ch. Choudhurv. 

Dr. Mafizuddin Ahmed. 

Pabna District Board. 

Chairman — Maulvi Ahdur Knschid Mahmoud. 

• Mai da District Board. 

Chairman — 

Rai Bahadur Panchunan Majumdar. 

Maulvi Zahur Ahmed Choudhurv. 

Vice-Chairman — 

Miaul vi Reazuddin Ah mod. 

Babu Pramatha Nath MNia. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause Or) of unstarred ques- 
tion \o. 7o. 

The Chairman of the Birbhum district board. Rai A. C. Banerji 
Bahadur, resides in the district headquarters for 12 days in the month 
wd in Calcutta for the rest of the month. 

Maulvi Syed Nausher Ali, n.n., Chairman, Jesaore district board, 
>rdinarily resides outside the district. 

No other Chairman or Vice-Chairman of district boatds reside# out- 
ride the district. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of unstarred ques- 
tion .Vo. 75. 

Travelling allowance drawn by Road Board members * who are 
Chairmen of district boards: — 

(From the creation of the Road Board up to date.) 

Raja Moniloll Singh Roy — Rs. 314-6. 

Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmed — Rs. 1,765-11. 


Budget Grants for 1934-35. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

43— Famine Relief. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOGDHEAD: On (he recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs. 56,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “43 —Famine Relief.” 


Motions row reduction ok refusal. 

Bftfou AMULYADHAN RAY; I beg to move that the demand of 
Hs. 56,000 under the head ”43 — Famine Relief” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

Sir, the situation now existing in the district of Jessore is so bad 
and alarming that it is not possible for me to lay my case before 
the House and get an answer from the Ilon’ble Member within a 
quarter of an hour. However, Sir, whatever might be the definition 
of famine under the Famine Code, whatever may be the reluctance on 
the part of the Hon’ble Member to admit its existence, I boldly submit 
that famine prevails in the subdi visions of Jhenida, Narail and Magura 
in the district of Jessore. I would ask the Hon’ble Member by what 
pnme he would describe the situation of a district or subdivision where 
the people generally remain without food continuously for two or 
three days, living upon leaves and hemp for months together. That is 
exactly the situation in the district of Jessore. What I am submitting 
before this House is not a paper report, or from a Writers’ Buildings’ 
communique, but is the result of my personal investigation, experience 
and knowledge. I can say without contradiction that almost all the 
villages in the subdivision of Narail, Magura and part of Jhenida are 
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seriously affected, accompanied l>y epidemic of cattle disease. The 
agricultural loans an*d gratuitous relief distributed up till now is 
entirely insignificant and insufficient, and is like a drop of water in 
the oceaB. 


Sir, the Hobble Member and the Government as a whole have not 
taken the care and consideration that they ought to have taken under 
the circumstances. I will conclude with a fair warning to the 
authorities that if they do not take up this matter in right earnest at 
this stage, it will be very difficult for them to tackle the situation in 
future. Sir, in the Narail subdivision generally, a cultivator gets a 
loan of Rs. 5. On this he has to maintain himself. hu> his cattle and 
seed. I ask you, how is this possible!" I ask tin* IbaTble Member 
whether, in these days, it is possible to meet all these excuses at a 
cost of Rs. 5!" Therefore in all seriousness, 1 would ask the Hon’hle 
Member to face the situation with courage and with liberality as far 
ns possible. 

With these words, I commend the motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 


Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H : I beg to move that tl,o <lemuml of 
Us. 56,000 under the head “40— Famine Uetief" he roduied hi He. 1. 

Mv reason is that in spite of all the requisite- of h.mine existing in 
the district of Jessore, Government have not thought fit to declare 
famine and give adequate relief to the people which " bound /" 
under the Famine Code. In u previous motion at the beginning of the 
session I drew pointed attention to the conditions existing in the dis- 
trict. especially in the subdivisions of Narail. Mapura ami • henna 
The Ilon’ble Member was kind enough to reply that adequate up 
measures are being taken, hut he was reluctant to call It a lam, tie. 
You mav call it acute distress if you like, hut distress verging on 
misery, starvation or anything else, demands immediate attention, 
and I do not know why Government i> • -> long hesitating to make . 
declaration under the Famine Code which is so very m.portunt and 
necessitates the taking up of measures which under the law hey im 
bound to do, and which would stop the slipshod work wl.nh ts Is mg 

done otherwise. • 

Under the Famine Code, the Government as I have already stated 
is bound to take certain measures. This Famine (Vide was provided 
cerSy in the interests of the people who were suffering from famine. 

it was never intended that because Government will have to take up 
It was ne er jhev should in a roundabout way avoid 

certain • ro ‘j“. h; h jt ’ intended under the Famine Code to 
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many districts notably in Khulna, and also iq a few districts like 
Dinajpur and other districts of Bengal, which Government did not 
think fit to declare under the Famine Code. Probably before the 
Famine Code Government might perhaps have called it a famine and 
taken certain measures. There have been great famines in the past 
years and not only India but foreign countries have helped, and one 
of the greatest benefits declaring a famine is that it directs attention 
not only of the people of the province but of other places. This 
beneficial effect has been destroyed, I say, by the Famine Code, the 
intention of which was absolutely otherwise. It was intended that as 
soon as famine takes place, Government makes an adequate declaration, 
and not only will Government help, but also other people. Now certain 
duties are imposed on Government by the Famine Code and Govern- 
ment ore averse to tackle famine for this reason. The result is that 
Government have no money to help these people, and other people 
do not know that there is a famine and cannot help. Government in 
this case is more a hindrance than a help. 


The Hon’ble Sir CHARU GHUNDER CHOSE: On an earlier 
occasion I stated in the hearing ol this House that there was no 
difference of opinion whatsoever between Government and the hon’ble 
members, who were interested in this subject, as regards the prevalence 
of distress in the areas mentioned by the last sjieaker, and that Govern- 
ment had already taken the necessary steps to relieve the distress pre- 
vailing in these subdivisions. The hon’ble member says that there 
is famine prevailing, but the reports we have received from the local 
officers do not indicate that famine, in its technical sense, is prevailing. 
As I explained on a previous occasion, that is more or less academic 
question. The hon’ble member and those who agree with him have 
achieved their object by drawing public attention to the question in 
Council and by their present amendments. Be that as it may, we 
have placed at the disposal of the district officers whatever sums of 
money they have wanted, and what more we can do from headquarters 
it is very difficult to say. If my health would permit, I would accom- 
pany the hpn’ble members who are interested in this matter in making 
a journey to the famine-stricken areas, but I am afraid my health 
will not permit me to see to this personally. We have got to depend 
on our local officers who have our confidence, and we have placed at 
the disposal of the local officers whatever sums of money they require. 

Babu Amulyadhan Ray’s motion was then put and lost. 

Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh’s motion was then by leave of the House 
withdrawn. 

The main demand under the head “43 — Famine Relief’ was then 
put and agreed to. 
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45 — Superannuation allowances and pensions and 60S— Commuted 
value of pensions not charged to revenue. 

The Hen'ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD! On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, I beg to wove that u sum of 
Rs. 69,15,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads “45— Super- 
annuation allowances and pensions” and "COB— Commuted value of 
pensions not charged to revenue”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

* 46— Stationery and Printing .and Depreciation Fund— Government 

Presses* 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 19,01,000 be granted for expenditure, under the head ”*!(> — Sta- 
tionery and Printing and Depreciation Fund — Go\ eminent Presses.” 

Motions ioh hkdvction. 

Mr. P. BANERtll: Tin »re are several motions stamling in my name; 
may I, owing to shortness of time, with sour permission move them 
together end make one speech Y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, I think I cannot allow you (o do that. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: 1 beg to wove that the demand of lbs. 2,5th) 
under the head “46A — Stationery and printing — Government presses — 
Bengal Government Press — Confidential allowance*’ he refused. 

Sir, the Government of India Press has refused giving allowance, 
to a u v of their press staff, und 1 fail to understand why the Govurnment 
of Bengal should continue to have this concession of allowances. It 
will be noticed, Sir, that before the introduction of this very system,* 
when the Government of Bengal Press was working in the Writers’ 
Buildings, i.e., from 1878, there was no allowance of this nature. 
Afterwards in 1912 when the rates were increased to 40 r*>r cent, 
this confidential allowance of 50 per cent, was granted to a certain 
section of the staff. Sir, the nature of work done by this jwrticula^ 
staff is exactly the same as is done by others, l ake a concrete example 
of printing of questions. Sir, these questions are given to particular 



624 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[24th Mae., 


person* and they get the 60 per cent, allowance. Sir, books and 
reports of confidential nature are being done by ordinary workers and 
they do not get any allowance whatsoever. May I enquire why this 
60 per cent, allowance should be given to these workers and will be 
confined only to certain sects of the people? There is nothing con- 
fidential in this, and T do not see any reason why this 60 per cent, 
increase has been given to the staff and to a certain section of the 
people only, while that increment of 40 or 50 per cent, was given to 
them. Therefore, I would bring it to the notice of the Hon’ble 
Member and want to know why this invidious distinction was made. 
The Government of India have abolished the allowance and there i9 
no reason why the Government of Bengal should not follow suit. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: I oppose the motion. Con- 
fidential allowances are given to the workmen in the press who do 
confidential work and also because confidential work has often to be. 
done at short notice. They have often to change over from one pibcc 
of work to another and if some allowances are not gdven, the result 
would be that the piece-workers would earn less than they* could if 
they are employed in the ordinary sections of the press. We have 
recently examined this question and have come to the conclusion that 
these allowances should be continued. I am Tather surprised that 
Mr. P. Banerji should advocate the reduction of the allowance of work 
people. 

Mr. P. Banerji’s motion was then put and lost. 

MauJvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H : 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Its. 6,95,700 under the head “46A — Stationery and printing — Govern- 
ment presses — Bengal Government Press” l>e reduced by Its. 100 (mis- 
management and waste of money 1. 

Sir, I will take very little time of the House and make my remarks 
within a much shorter time than has been taken up by Mr. Banerji. 
I will just point out one or two things. There is a Government 
circular No. 2515, Finance Department, in which it is stated that the 
posts of head computer and of head reader will be abolished as soon 
as the present incumbents retire, but it is strange to say that the post 
of head computer has l>een abolished but not of the head reader. 
This was I understand, done on the recommendation of the Retrench- 
ment Committee and not of the department. It seems that ft has 
been the general principle in many departments to discharge persons 
getting less pay, and in this case also the head computer was 
discharged and not the head reader. The Hon’ble Member will find 
that I am not trying to cut down the allowances of these poor people 
but what I wont to point out is that there is mismanagement. It is 
understood that examinations are held in the Secretariat Press for the 
purpose of promotion and appointment and that many examinees who 
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get possession of the questions beforehand acquit themselves well and 
get promotion, whereds those poor people who cannot, get possession 
of the questions naturally cannot acquit themselves so well and there- 
fore do not get promotion. It is also understood that these examina- 
tions are*held to suit the aims and objects of a certain class of persons 
only, as will be, evident from the fact that sometimes though a man 
may have done well at the examination, he is not given any promotion. 
Therefore, it will be apparent that there is gross mismanagement. 1 
suggest that there should not be any delay in appointing an enquiry 
committee to investigate into the affairs of the press and find out 
whether the allegations made have any foundation or not. 


Mr. P. BANERJI : Sir, I rise to supjx.rt this motion and to say 
that this mismanagement is due to tin* fact that so far as the Bengal 
Government Press is concerned Government haw* icduced the number of 
operatives leaving the supervising staff untouched. The su]s*rwsing 
staff has not got sufficient wcfrk to do and so they organise spurts. 
T hen <4her» is another matter to which I should like* to refer. It is 
the appointnfe|rt3*p£*apprentices. 1 do not understand why apprentices 
aro apjxunted while trained workers are available. Further, these 
apprentices are taken on the qualification of their being good sjwjrtsmen. 
There are altogether 05 apprentices in the press whose sole work is 
to organise sports with the supervising staff. Tt is unfortunate that 
though the trained workers can turn out three times the work of the 
apprentices, they get the same pay. I he s\,stei» of appointing appren- 
tices' has been abolished in the Government of India Press and it is 
not understood why the Government of Bengal also do not do away 
wdth the system. There is thus waste of money and mismanagement. 
It wilt be noticed that in 1922-2-1 when there were 5 <8 operatives, the 
number of supervising staff was 122. In 1927 the number of ojx*ratives 
was reduced to 321 but the supervising staff was increased to 310. 
At the present moment there are 295 operatives but the supervising 
and clerical staff including readers is 320. In the Government of 
India Press in Calcutta there are altogether 722 o|*>ratives and a 
supervising staff of 282. These figures will prove that them* is hope- 
less mismanagement in the Bengal Government Press. If is regret - 
table why the Government of Bengal should require such a largo 
number, p f superior staff as one Superintendent, thre* Deputy Superin- 
tendents, and several other higher officers, while the Government of 
India Press could manage with one Manager and one Assistant 
Manager to control a much larger number of ojiera lives. I therefore 
thidk the Government of Bengal should at once reduce the number of 
Deputy Superintendents and other high officers in their press. It 
must be admitted that there is not sufficient work for all the higher 
officers a* the press, and so there is very good scope for retrenchment 
there without impairing the efficiency of the department. 


40 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 4. A. WOODHEAD: I do not admit that there ip 
either gross mismanagement or waste of money in our press. A press 
which can turn out at short notice a large volume of questions and 
answers like that received this morning is neither inefficient nor mis- 
managed. Maulvi Majid Baksh dealt with the question ofHhe head 
reader. It is rather difficult for me at a moment’s notice .without anv 
warning to explain why the post of the head reader should be retained 
and other posts abolished. I can assure the House however that the 
post of head reader was not retained on personal grounds. It was 
retained for adequate and proper reasons. If we could have abolished 
the post without loss of efficiency we would have done so. 

Maulvi Majid Baksh also alleged that there was undue favouritism 
as regards promotion, that certain employees were supplied with ques- 
tions intentionally so that they might be in a position to answer them 
well and get promotion. I deny that altogether, it is not true, there 
was no favouritism. 

As regards the system of apprentices to which M r - Banerji referred, 
it was introduced two or three years ago after very careful pOnhidfcra* 
tion, and so far as I am aware it has been working vtefi. Again I deny 
entirely that apprentices are appointed because they are good at sports. 
We have at the present moment 47 apprentices, and a very large 
number of them belong to the bluulralok class. The object of the 
apprentice system is to train men in every branch of the work of the 
press so that Jffter in life they may he fully qualified to take up the 
highest position in any press. A system of that kind is all to the good. 
It ensures that apprentices are trained in every branch of the press, in 
printing, book-binding, and even* other work of a large press. I would 
particularly remind the House that a very large number **£ these 
apprentices belong to the bhadralok class. 

As regards the supervising staff, I must congratulate Mr. Banerji 
on bis intimate knowledge of the press. I always thought that he dealt 
with ’bthves, and not with presses. The supervising staff to which he 
hie referred confuses the whole of the staff except the jtfbce staff. 
Surely the members of the House will realise thafc-everybcftfy who is not 
on piece rates is not a supervisor; for infttanth, th# readers do not 
supervise, they read ; the clerical staff do not supervise, they do clerical 
work. So it it entirely wrong to say that everybody who is hot on the 
• piece establishment is engaged in supervision. We have examined our 
staff recently, and from 1930 onwards we have abolished about 83 posts. 
I hope the House will bear in mind the rush work which is so 
Characteristic of the work in a Government Press and in this connec- 
tion I wg&ld remind the House that the press prints theae 
large budget volfltoaes, usually without a mistake, at extraordinarily 
shdrt notice. .These budget volumes have got to be in the 
hands tl the House by a certain date without an hour’s delay. 
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TJm* press often does work at very short notice and personally I 
hav# not the slightest hesitation in saying that our press is one of the 
best* presses in India. Its employees are certainly better paid — 
perhaps Mr. P. Banerji objects to that— than the employees in private 
presses. They* have more leisure, in so far as they get more holidays; 
and they are assumed of a pension, or provident fund, which is unknown 
in any private press. They work under the most healthy conditions, 
conditions which are certainly superior to those in many private presses. 
So I suggest that our presses are not inefficient : they are on the con- 
trary distinctly efficient. The Secretary to the Council reminds me 
that this large list of cut motions, amounting to over 7(H), was printed 
at four hours’ notice. I think, Sir, that is a very good example of the 
efficiency of our press. I therefore oppose the motion. 

Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh's motion was then put and lost. 


Hr* P. BANERJI: 1 beg to move that the demand of He. 0,115,700 
under the head “46A— Stationery and printing- — Government presses — 
Bengal Government Press” be reduced by Its. 100 (to suggest the trans- 
fer of the control of the Bengal Government Press). 

The* Hon’ble Finance Member bus just accused me of knowing 
intimately the state of affairs in the press 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD; 1 made no accusation* Sir. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: He said that trmn the 'bus I came to the press. 
The Hon’ble Member forgets that he is only a Finance Memlwr of the 
Government with certain portfolios hut we, the elected representatives 
of the peoffl#, have got to meet not only four Executive Councillors 
but three Hon’ble Ministers and so many Secretaries. So it in natural 
that w'J should he possessed of facts not only of one department hut of 
all the departments of Government; that is why we know of the ’bus 
as well as of the press and also of the doings of the various departments 
of Government, while the Hon’hle Member does not know much of them 
and has to depend entirely on facts placed before him in the ordinary 
course, and fligi papBroe > N ®herefore if he had an intimate knowledge 
of the facts I plated before the House, he would have challenged my 
facts as wldlo* tfco;laatwj>lac^ by Maulvi Majid Baksfc whether they 
are true or not. We can prove these facts if only the Hon’ble Member • 
would be pleased to make enquiries. I know that some of the Members 
of Government with good intentions have expressed a desire, which how- 
ever they cannot accomplish for physical reasons, a desire to go to the 
distant land of Jessore, but the Government Press at Chetla is a 
distance of two miles only and the Finance Member can easily pay a 
visit to if. Why does he not take up the challenge aftjtl be prepared t<T* 
come and make inquiries? But be does not do so because hi kftpws that * 
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our facts are absolutely correct, and he possibly cannot maintain that 
our facts are not correct as he has said. Therefore I say that Govern- 
ment lias failed to manage these matters properly and it is in the fitness 
of things that it should be placed under a popular Minister. I am 
confident that in that case the Minister will manage it better, acting 
upon our wishes and suggestions and with less expense; bo that mis- 
management will cease to exist and Government will have more money 
available from that department to be devoted to other departments with- 
out impairing the efficiency of the press. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: I do not think I need do 
more than formally oppose the motion, Sir. 

Mr. 1*. Banerji’s motion was then put and lost. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : M ay I enquire, Sir, how many minutes are left? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So far as this particular demand is ‘Soficerned, 
about five minutes are left. 

« 

Mr. P. BANERJI. Then in that case I had better not move $83 and 
087, because we have already discussed the abolition of the apprentice 
system and the decrease in the number of operatives and increase in 
the number of clerks and supervising staff, so that with your permis- 
sion, Sir, I would like to move motions Nos. 088 and 691 and not move 
motions Nos. 088 and 087. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes, you can do so. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I beg to move that the demand of Rs* 10,300 
under the head “40 — Stationery and printing — Government presses — 
Private Secretary's Press” be refused. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. <30,300 under the head 
"46 — Stationery, and printing — Government presses — Darjeeling Branch 
Press” be refused. 

My object in doing so is that there is no necessity as the Hon’ble 
Member says that our press at Chetla is so very efficient to have 
„ another press for the Private Secretary, which involves on expenditure 
of Rs. 10,300. This amount may be saved if this press is abolished. 
At the same time I do not see any necessity of continuing the 
Darjeeling Branch Press, which involves an expenditure of Rs. 36,300. 
We can certainly abolish these two presses immediately and without 
impairing efficiency. If necessary, while the Governor and the Govern- 
^“tnent go to Darjeeling a small staff may be sent there from the Chetla 
press, but f6r all practical purposes these two presses may be abolished. 
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. Hm Hon’We Mr. J. A. WOOOHEAD: I must oppose the motion, 
Sir. As far as the Pri^te Secretary’s press is concerned, it is employed 
on very urgent work ; also, it is quite a small press. The work received 
by this press has often to be done at extraordinarily short notice when 
it would be impossible to get it done at Chetla and get it back in time. 
When it is not fujjy occupied in Private Secretary's work it is employed 
in doing work sent from Chetla. As far as the Darjeeling Branch 
Press is concerned 

(At this stage the time-limit for this subject was reached.). 

So I oppose these motions, Sir. 

Mr. P. Banerji’s motions were put and lost. 

Then tlie demand for Its. 19,01,000 under the head “Stationery and 
Printing and Depreciation Fund — Government Presses” was put and 
agreed to. 


EMAND FOR CRANT. 

47 — Miscellaneous. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: On tlie recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, l beg to move that a sum of 
Its. 18,95,000 be granted for expenditure undei the head “47 — Mis- 
cellaneous.” 


Motions for kkihttion or rkitka?.. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 18, 95, (KM) under the head ”47 — Miscellaneous” be reduced by 
Rs. 15,00,000. 

Sir, we have been hearing tor some time in this House that the c ivil 
disobedience movement is moribund or gone, but to our great astonish- 
ment we find that under the head ”47 — Miscellaneous” there is a provi- 
sion under ” Miscellaneous and unforeseen charges” of Its. 10,38,000 
and on page 102 of the Red Book the members will find that it is stated • 
that: “The decrease in the revised estimate is partly due to less 
expenditure on account of augmented garrisons in the districts thun 
was originally estimated and partly due to the non-utilisation of the 
‘Beserve’ of Rs. 40,000 provided in the original estimate. The 
savings under the minor head would have been larger but for increased 
expenditure anticipated on account of persons interned under the 
Bengal Criminal I^aw Amendment Ordinance, 1930. 
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■riie increase in the next year’s estimate is mainly due to increase! 
provision for the cost of persons detained unddr the Bengal Crimina 
Law Amendment Ordinance, 1930, partly counterbalanced by smallei 
provision for the cost of augmented garrisons.” 

Therefore, Sir, it comes to this that though the actual figures unde: 
these sub-heads are not given we find that out of Rs. 16,88,000 onh 
Its. 40, 000 is for “general reserve” and the cost of the augmentet 
garrison would be reduced, I take it, and roughly about 15 lakhs i: 
mentioned as the sum required for increased provision for the cost oi 
persons detained under the Ordinance of 1930. I do not know exacth 
— I must confess my ignorance — whether persons interned under the 
Ordinance of 1930 are still under detention. I should have thoughl 
that the Ordinance had expired long ago; but if not persons internet! 
under the Ordinance are at least very small in number. I do not know 
the number and I hope the ITon’ble Home Member will enlighten us a? 
to the number of persons at present interned under the Ordinance. If the 
llon’ble Member will also turn to the budget under “25A” he. will find 
that a sum of Rs. 5,68,000 is provided for the purpose of keeping 
detenus outside Bengal, so that as a matter of fact, a total sum of 
Its. 24,63,000 has been provided for in the present budget for the pur- 
pose of the cost of maintaining detenus. Sir, I would like to know 
which version is correct : whether the civil disobedience movement has 
subsided and whether the number of persons under .detention has 
become less, or whether Government really apprehend that larger and 
larger number would continue to be interned under the Ordinance of 
1930. So far as the people are concerned, Sir, they have got to take 
their facts from the statements made by the Memliers of Government. 
We have been told several times that the number of detenus incarcerated 
under the Ordinance — which refers to the civil disobedience movement, 
not terrorist movement — is decreasing all over India. That has been 
proclaimed from the Houses of Parliament, from the legislative 
Assembly and also in this House. But as T have just said, that on page 
171 under “2»>A” — Green Book — there is a budget provision of 
Ra. 5,08,000 under the beading “Charge on account of persons detained 
outside Bengal under the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1930”; and, 
then, as T have just stated there is also a provision of Rs. 15,00,000 for 
charges on account of persons interned under the Bengal Criminal Ijaw 
Amendment Ordinance, 1930. I submit, Sir, that if the statements 
made on the floor of this House are correct, then these charges must be 
very substantially reduced. In case they are not correct, I submit that 
to ask the Council to pass this demand for a sum of Rs. 25 lakhs is 
preposterous. Further, I would like to know how many detenus Govern- 
ment intend to maintain during the coming year. If you divide 
Rs, 25 lakhs by \ 2 , it comes to about Rs. 2 lakhs a month, which 
Includes the cost that is paid and that is promised to he paid to the 
persons who are detained under the Ordinance of 1930. The average 
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co *t of Government for each person is thus very high. I would like to 
draw the attention of this House to this enormous sum of Rs. 24 , 16 . 000 . 
I think, Sir, that the House should turn down this demand by way of 
showing that this huge expenditure ought not to be incurred by Govern- 
ment in the present state of the finances of this province, as has so often 
been declared by Government. 


Mf. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY i Mr. President, Sir, I like to 
say something in connection with this demand. 1 submit that I have 
been unable to fix the amount of money spent in connection with the 
maintenance of troops in the province. It has always been my posi- 
tion that not a single pice from the provincial revenues should be 
spent on the troops but, according to the constitution, such charges 
ought to be a charge on the Central Revenues or the Army Budget under 
the Government of India; but for reasons best known to the Government 
of Bengal they have been making provisions under this head year after 
year. I would ask the lion* Me Member in charge! of the Finance 
• Department to take up this matter seriously and to press upon the 
Government of India the necessity of meeting the whole charge from 
non-provincial funds. Sir, it is my humble suggestion that if he fails 
to do that he will not be doing service to the Government of Bengal. 
The funds of the Government of Bengal are in his hands and it is for 
him toNtand up and fight for that course. Sir, I do not grudge the 
expenditure on troops in this province but what I want is that the 
money should be paid by the Government of India and not by the 
Government of Bengal. I know that expenditure on this head is being 
reduced year after year. I think if the Hon’hle Member presses his 
point more vigorously on the Government of India, he would be able 
to persuade them that this expenditure should Ik* borne bv the Govern- 
ment of India and not bv the Government of Bengal. As it is more 
u question of principle than of usefulness of expenditure incurred on 
troops, I hope that there will be no such provision in the budget in 
future. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN CUPTA: Mr. President, Sir, I 
only wish to add one thing. It seems to me to be an extraordinary 
method of accounting to put this item of expenditure under the heads 
“Miscellaneous” and “Unforeseen charges”. The expenditure incurred 
on the number of detenus under the Criminal Law Amendment Act is 
one which might have been shown under its proper head elsewhere and 
the expenditure on garrisons ought to have formed a specific head of 
the budget. Sir, it looks very much like as if it has been put in sur- 
reptitiously under wrong head of expenditure— it has been put in under 
the head “Miscellaneous" at the fap end of ihe budget— so that tbi» 
demand cannot properly be discussed. 
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Thi Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, the subject-matter of Mr. 
Narendra Kumar Basu’s remarks is based on what I admit frankly to 
be an error on page 102 of the Red Book: there for the word : “Ordi- 
nance" the/ word “Act" ought to have occurred. I am soiry for it. 
The expenditure to which he referred is on account of persons interned 
under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1930, and it has 
nothing whatever to do with the civil disobedience movement: the 
amount is also on account of diet allowances to detenus and their fami- 
lies and personal allowances. I hope the error will not occur again. 
Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray said that nothing whatever should be 
spent on troops from provincial revenues but thaf issue was never 
raised. The arrangement was, I think, that the ordinary expenditure 
on account of the pay, allowances, etc., of the troops would he met from 
tho Central Revenues. But, certain extra additional expenditure which 
would not ordinarily be included in the Army Budget, such as certain 
expenditure in connection with the movement of troops to this pro- 
vince and with the arrangements for their quartering, would have to 
be met by the Local Government. ThVs is the arrangement. 

Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta has referred to the question of put- ’ 
ting in amounts in the budget in a surreptitious way. 1 most emphati- 
cally say that that is not so. He has said that this amount bus been 
stuck into the budget in a surreptitious way. All that I can say, Sir, 
is that the classification of expenditure requires that this expenditure 
should he put in in the way in which it has been done. The classi- 
fication of expenditure is made by the Accountant-General, and that 
is the reason why one finds this demand under this head. It has not 
been simply stuck in in the way suggested by Dr. Nareshi Chandra 
Sen Gupta. Sir, I beg to oppose the motion. 

Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu’s motion being put, a division was taken 
with the following result : — 


AYE8. 


AH, Maahrl Hwir. 

■akfk, Maalvi ly«4 MaJM. 
Baaarji, Mr. P. 

Baaa, Mr. Naraalra Kaatar. 
OkattcrjM, Mr. B. 0. 

Okaaltarl, Bala Klitarl Makaa. 
NakMa, Maalvi AMvl. 


Haaat, Kail Caiiaial. 

Marti, Mr. It. 

Ray, Mr. tkaati SMkbarawar. 
Baat, Bala NaaaaL 
laaial, Maalvi AMn. 

Ma Qvpta, Dr. Narvik Ckaatra. 


N0E8. 


Ataal, Mavaktaia Ktvaja MihaaaM, Kkaa 
Bakaiar. 

Akati, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi latMMk. 

Bal, Bata uttt Kaair. 

•aaarll, Bal Bakator Kakal tkaatra. 
tas*aa, Bata Prvntarl. 

•anaa, Bal laklk Paatkaaaa. 

•atta ailay, Mr. 4. M. 


Oatta, Mr. D. 4-1 
Daft, Mr. B. «. 

C4fltf , Mr. M. B. A. 

Paraqal, tka Maa’Ma Baarak K. B. M. Kkaa 
Bakakar. 

Favm, Mr. L. B. 

Bkaaa, tka NaaHt Mr Bkan « K aa4ar. 
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IMMri. «* Nm*M« AftakJ Nawab Batata Mr 
* AtaUtarit, af Dtttaar. 

•HaBriM, Hr. It H. 

Blai tat. Hr. D. 

Bata. Mr. P. R. 

Bafta, Rai Batata Mabaakra Nath. 

Ktaa Bahata Maatvi Axizal. 

Magg. Hr. Q. P. 

Naaaala. Maatvi LatafaU 
Ktaa, Mavhri Taaiixataa. 

Marti*, Mr. 0. M. 

MMar, Mr. 0. 0. 

MNtor. Mr. S. 0. 

Mittra. Baha karat Chaakra. 

Maaita. Kbaa Bahakar Maha**ak Abkul. 

MalHak, Mr. Makaaka Batary. 

Naatfy. Maharaja tria Chaakra, at Kitiakuir, 
Naitnikkia, tha Naa'hla Mr. Kharaja. 

Qaaaaai, Maatvi Alai. 

Rabat*, Mr. A. 


Bahama. Mr. A. P. M. Ahta-. 

Ray, Bata Awelyahtoa. 

Ray. Bata Khattar Mataa. 

RaM, tha Haa’Ua Mr. R. N. 

Ray, tha Haa'Mt Ur Bijay Praia* Uifh. 

Ray, Mr. kattaavar Uagh. 

Ray, Mr. karat Kaaiar. 

Ray Obaakhari, Baha Ha* ktaa ire. 
tahaaa. Baha katya Klafcar. 
karkir, Rai Batata Rabat! Mataa. 
baa, Rai kahtb Akihay Kaaiar. 
kaa, Mr. B. R. 

kaa, Rai Bahakar Jayaih Ohaakra. 
kiaha. Raja Bahakar Bhayaakra Narayaa, at 
Naahlyar. 

ktavaa, Mr. 4 . W. R. 

Taaraaak, Mr. H. P. V. 

Wiikiataa, Mr. H. R. 

William, Mr. A. kaO. 

Waakhaak. tha Hta’bit Mr. 4 . A. 


‘'Ayes” being 13 and “Noes” 01, the motion was lost. 

The main demand under tie head “47 — Miscellaneous" was then 
put and agreed to. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

Expenditure in England. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: n» the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Us. 0,40,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “Expenditure in England”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

Loans and Advanoot, 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD; On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs, 8,78,000 
be granted for expenditure under the bead “Loans and advances". 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS, 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Cess (Amendment) Bill, 1934, as passed in Council on the 
24th January, 1934. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I have it in command from His Excellency the 
Governor to put before you under Standing Order 55 (section 66 of the 
Rules and Standing Orders), the Bengal Cess (Amendment) Bill, 1934, 
as passed in this Council on the 24th January, 1934. 

The Bill has been returned by him under section 81 A, sub-section 
(/), of the Government of India Act, for reconsideration in part only, 
namely, for the omission of items 3, 13 and 14 of Schedule G in clause 
13. I now call upon the Hon’ble Member in charge, Sir Cham Chunder 
Ghose, to move the motion which stands in his name in the List of 
Business. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: On a point of order, Sir. 
I most respectfully ask your ruling on two points. The first is on a 
point of procedure, which is this. This Bill has been returned to this 
House by His Excellency the Governor under section 81A .of the Gov- 
ernment of India Act with a recommendation that items 3, 13 and 14 
of Schedule G in clause 13 he omitted. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Win *re do you get the word “recommendation’'? 
That is your own word? I never used it. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: “Recommendation" is 
the only word. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Hardly, I think. Anyhow, please proceed. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: You have classed that 
recommendation as one coming under section 66 of the Rules and 
Standing Orders which proves that when a Bill, which has been passed, 
is returned bv His Excellency the Governor to the Council for recon- 
sideration, the motion referred for consideration shall be put before the 
Council by the President, and shall be discussed and voted upon in 
the some manner as other motions. I submit that the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Bill does not come into the picture at all as intended 
by the Government of India Act as well ns by the Standing Orders. 
*Sir, I submit the procedure ought to be this, that the House should 
proceed to discuss, and either accept or reject the recommendation 
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. made by His Excellency the Governor in respect of this Bill, Namely, 
that items 3, 13 and* 14 of Schedule G of clause 13 should be omitted. 
So far as this House is concerned, it cannot go beyond that. I submit 
that the moving of any amendment to this recommendation is out of 
order, because it is not the intention of the Act nor of the Rules that any 
recommendation coming from His Excellency should he subject to any 
amendment in this House. If you refer to section 81 A of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, it provides that “Where a Bill has Wen passed by 
a local Legislative Council, the Governor, Lieutenant Governor or 
Chief Commissioner may, instead of declaring that he assents to or 
withholds his assent from the Bill, return the Bill to the Council for 
reconsideration, either in whole or in part, together with anv amend- 
ments which he may recommend ” 

Sir, the recommendation cannot come from the llon’hle Member in 
charge of the Bill. It is the intention of the Art that it should come 
from His Excellency, and should he put before the House for deci- 
sion by the Hon’hle President* That is all I have to say on this point. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Before 1 deal with the point raised by Mr. Hay, 
1 wish to make another point clear which Mr. Ray rtffsed before by an 
interpellation on the floor of the House. As far as 1 understood him 
on that Occasion, he wanted to know how far does section 3!) bur re- 
consideration of the Bill in the present session. Any objection on this 
score is, in my opinion, untenable for the simple reason that the very 
word “reconsideration” as it appears in 81 A, sub-section </), of the 
Government of India Act, implies that the Governor may, if he so 
desires, ask the Council to reconsider a particular part or portion of the 
Bill in the same session. The word “amendments,” as used in our 
Standing Order <V>, also implies that reconsideration is not impossible 
in the same session. These words have been used to make tin* sections 
as elastic as possible. 

(Mr. Ray rose in his seat.) 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Mr. Ray, >ou cannot rise now. Note down your 
objections, if anv. The word “recommendation” to which 1 took 
exception whenever it was used by Mr. Ray has Wen deliberately omit- 
ted in section tif>, nor does it occur in section MIA of the Government 
of India Act. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: That is not my word at 
all. My submission is — 

Mr., PRESIDENT: I cannot yield to you Mr. Ray, you must wait 
till I have finished. I propose to give a complete ruling on all possitJTe 
points. As I was saying, the very fact that the Governor has asked 
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the Coifacil to reconsider the Bill implies, beyond a shadow of 
doubt, that he asks the Council to reconsider a particular portion of the 
Bill in the present session. One possible objection to that is that 
according to section 39 of the Standing Orders matters substantially 
identical should not be discussed in the same session, but that does not 
apply at all in the present special case. Assuming for argument's 
sake that it does apply, I do not think that it could really restrict the 
exercise of a power that has been given to the Governor by an explicit 
provision of the Act itself. Let me tell Mr. Ray what these Standing 
Orders are. These Standing Orders are framed under rules which were 
made under the Act itself. Any rule or Standing Order that has been 
made under the Act itself which is in conflict or is not in conformity 
with any provision of the Act itself must be taken to that extent to be 
null and void. Again under the rules of interpretation when a general 
intention is expressed and also a particular intention which is incom- 
patible with the general intention, the particular intention is con- 
sidered an exception to the general one. # The special rule -Standing 
Order C»f> overrides a general rule — Standing Order 39. 

The next point which I have to dispose of is whether the President 
should put the matter before the House as a “motion” as used in our 
RuleN and Standing Orders or the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
department concerned should move it in the shape of a motion by way 
of an amendment to the Bill. It must be known to Mr. Rav t lift t it is 
not possible for the President to move any motion whatsoever. The 
word “put" by the President in the Standing Order only indicates the 
manner in .which the question is to be brought to the notice of the 
House. Tt is essential that somebody according to our procedure - 
somebody other than the President himself — should bring it before 
the House in the shape of a motion as contemplated in section 37. 
This enables all our other Rules and Standing Orders relating to 
motions to function automatically. I may remind Mr. Ray that in 
the case of the Borstal Bill, I laid down a definite and specific proce- 
dure to the effect that it must come in the shape of a motion to be moved 
by the Hon’ble Member in (barge of the department to which the Bill 
refers, and that procedure is being very strictly followed in this case, 
and that procedure, I take it, had the sanction of the House when it 
was laid down. 

* Let me now come to last point of Mr. Ray, viz., whether any amend- 
ment to such a motion can be brought by a member of this House. I 
think it would he absolutely unwise for the President to lay down any 
procedure by which the House would he deprived of its legitimate 
rights to oppose or modify any proposal that may be placed before it 
for its consideration. I might point out to Mr; Ray that there is no 
statutory provision which makes proposals with regard to Bills returned 
by the Governor for reconsideration or as recommended Bills sacrosanct. 
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• Anybody who knows anything of constitutional law, or parliamentary 
procedure will at once realise the unwisdom of 4 ‘gagging’ * the House. 
If a member of the House wants to move any amendment, let the 
amendment be moved and let the House consider it. That is the 
principle which has guided me always, and 1 think I should be guided 
by it in the present case. 

The Hovt’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER CH08E: Sir, after the 
discussion we have had just now all that remains for me to do is to 
move the amendment to the Bengal (Vss Bill, 1934, that stands in my 
name, namely, that in clause Id in Schedule 0, items 3, 13 and 14 be 
omitted. I will just* take a few minutes of your time, Sir, and of the 
time of the Council to explain why this proposed amendment has been 
rendered necessary. The House will remember that the Cess Bill was 
passed on the 24th January by the House. It is u matter of common 
knowledge that in certain districts in Beugal cess revaluation proceed- 
ings are going on, and if those^cess revaluation proceedings were not con* 
pleted and brought into operation before the Bill, which was passed 
by this Council, is published in the official gazette, those revaluation 
proceedings will liecome alwjrtive, that is to sav, the whole thing will 
have to be done over again after the new Act of 1934 comes into force. 
That means, in other words, that all the money that has been spent up to 
the present time will be thrown away. I need not labour the point, 
but would point out that the district boards will not contribute again, 
neither the zemindars, nor the tenants, nor the Government. .So there 
will be an impasse and a very difficult situation will arise. In three 
districts of Bengal, namely, Bakarganj, Chittagong and Birbhum, cess 
revaluation operations under the existing Act are at present in progress. 
In Chittagong and Birbhum there are general revaluation operations 
and in Bakarganj the operations are confined to certain selected estates. 
Before bringing the new method of valuation in these districts it will 
be necessary that the operations which are at present going on should 
l>e wound up as quickly as possible. We have made inquiries on this 
behalf and instructions have been issued by the Board of Revenue that 
the operations should be brought into termination as soon as possible, 
but Government have been informed that it would* not be possible to 
do this before the end of this year. For these reasons it is necessary 
for the preseut to exclude these three districts from the schedule, 
namely, Schedule G. The intention of Government is to include them 
again as soon as possible in the schedule under the provisions of section 
107A (2). Tha House is aware that there is in the Bill, which was 
passed by the House on the 24th January, 1934, provision for the issue 
of a notification under which districts not mentioned in the exist- 
ing schedule , may be includes! in .Schedule G, and the intention 
of Government is that if the House is so good as to accept ISe 
proposal that I am laying before ‘the House, necessary orders will be 
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published in a notification issued by the Government of Bengal later on 
including these three district's in Schedule G. To<-put it in a less com- 
plex manner the intention is this, that as these cess revaluation opera- 
tions will become abortive if this Bill is published in the loca} gazette 
and as it is impossible to bring these operations to a close before the 
day when this Bill in the ordinary course will have to published in 
the local gazette, Government suggest that let these three districts be 
excluded from the schedule. If they are excluded from the schedule, 
the operations can go on, and when the operations are brought into 
termination— that will be at a time when the Bill is published in the 
official gazette — and later jii order to have the benefit of the various 
sections of the present Bill, we will issue a notification including these 
three districts in Schedule G. The result will be that under the Bill 
passed by the Council the revaluation can only be to the extent of 20 per 
cent, or thereabout, and there is no chance of any revaluation inflict- 
ing any hardship whatsoever or exceeding the limit of 20 per cent. 
So it is much better from the point of view of people who have estates 
which have to be revalued for the purpose of levying the cess that 
Ihey should welcome this opportunity to have their estates in those dis- 
tricts being included in Schedule G so that they can rest assured that 
the increase in revaluation will never exceed a certain limit stated in 
the Act, whereas in the existing Act there is no limit to the increase in 
revaluation; they can be increased bv 30, 40 or even 100 per cent. 
Therefore, I suggest to the House that for the purpose of .safeguarding 
their interests those who have estates in these districts should welcome 
this opportunity of having their districts included in Schedule G. 
At present we have information that cess revaluation operations are 
going on only in three districts, namely, Birbhum, Bakarganj and 
Chittagong. 1 think T have fully explained to the House wdiat the 
position is. I suggest that the House do take into very careful con- 
sideration w^hat I have indicated to them and pass this Bill. I may 
just add one w'ord more. Under the existing law Collectors have dis- 
cretion to do the needful in the matter of hardship, and if under the 
existing Act there is any case of hardship due to the operations which 
have already been completed, Collectors have discretion to interfere 
in the matter and to mitigate the hardship, and Collectors will be so 
advised by my department. 

B*u KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, may I inquire when 
that instruction will lie issued to the Magistrates, as soon as the Act 
comes into operation or whether there will he any delay, because 
delay may cause hardship to many? 

Mr. 0. M. MARTINS Sir, Government have been watching, through 
the Board of Revenue, very closely the progress of thes? cess revalua- 
tion proceedings in order to see that there might be no hardship or 
overvaluation. I think that answers the point raised. 
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Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, may I speak on the motion 
mated by the Hon’ble Member in charge? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

• 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I do not mind confessing that 
when I saw this amendment, I was unable to find any reason why this 
amendment was necessary, but when it was said that revaluation pro- 
ceedings were going on in these districts, I thought 1 would be able 
to support the amendment. The statement mode by the Hon'ble 
Member in charge, however, has very' much clouded the issue and 
has put it on a different footing altogether. If I understood him 
aright, he said that these districts would be excluded from the schedule 
and the present revaluation will go on, and as soon as it would be 
finished, they would be put into the schedule, that is to say, unother 
revaluation wilt take place i^ those districts. If that- be the case, 
then I submit that in order to prevent this waste of money and instead 
of trying to allow’ the present proceedings to lx* concluded and then 
rendered abortive, we must oppose the motion. The Hon’ble Member 
has said that the present proceeding will be allowed to go on and come 
to a termination and as soon as that has been done, these districts 
will he, placed in the schedule. That is why I am now doubtful «s to 
the propriety of the amendment. Tf that he so, in order to jirevent 
the present proceedings from being abortive and in order to prevent 
the sum of money which lias already l>een spent from ls*ing wasted we 
shall have to wpste quite a larger sum of money by not stopping the 
present proceedings and then again have revaluation in those districts 
under the new Act. That, T submit, will not be beneficial either to the 
holders of estate* or to the jieoplo or to the Government. It may be 
beneficial to particular officials of Government who may get. some 
allowance for this work, but in my submission the Council ought not, 
in the face of the statement made by the Hon’ble Member, lend its 
countenance to this huge waste of funds. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: I am afraid there 
has been a good deal of misunderstanding as regards the necessity of 
the amendment which has been moved by the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of Revenue. I may also mention that the meaning that has been given 
to the Hon’ble Member’s statement is not quite what he really meant. 
The position is this that under the present Act if Schedule G be allowed 
to stay as it is, it would be fee urnbent that the valuation or revaluation 
of lands in the three districts of Birbhum, Bakarganj and Chittagong 
will ha*e to fie made und«* section 107A of the jn-esent Act, becatM 
it definitely lays down and there is no option in the matter, that 
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valuation or revaluation of the land included in Schedule G must b$ 
made in accordance with the provisions of the Bill. That being so, if 
Schedule G is not amended it will mean that although in these dis- 
tricts revaluation proceedings have come very much near tp the end 
or are almost complete all this will have to be washed out and will 
have to start over again under the provisions of this. Act. That will 
mean a lot of unnecessary expenditure at the present moment and 
waste of time and labour. The apprehension of some members — at 
least the reason why perhai>s Kishori Babu tabled that amendment, 
wus that he thought that if valuation was done under the present Act, 
there should be a limit under section 107D, that the total cess could 
not he increased by more than 20 per cent, according to section 10J7D. 
But if these three districts were excluded it was quite possible, as the 
llon’ble Member in charge of Revenue said, that the valuation could 
go up to any sum. Therefore, the apprehension probably *of some 
members is that in these three districts they will lose the safeguards 
of the provision of section 1071). They therefore want that these 
three districts should be allowed to remain within Schedule G. As a 
matter of fact, as has been stated by the llon’ble Member, the Board' 
of Revenue is quite aware that hardships have been done in the assess- 
ment of hha.% land in Chittagong and Bakarganj, and they are watch- 
ing very carefully to see that the assessment may not go up and operate 
harshly on the people. Supposing in such cases where revaluation has 
been made and operates harshly on the pdbpie, it is permissible for the 
Collector and the Commissioner to revise that assessment under section 
37 of the Act, and the Commissioner or the Board may also revise the 
valuation under section 93. Therefore in any particular cases of 
hardships, it is open to the parties to apply 'totha Collector and to the 
proper authorities to have the revaluation reduced: that is under the 
old Act. Therefore it is not necessary, under the special circumstances 
in which these three districts are placed, to give them the safeguard 
which is provided in section 1071). 

As regards the other point, Mr. N. K. Basil has wrongly under- 
stood the position, that it is the recommendation of the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of Revenue that ihimediately after the revaluation 
is done these districts should be included under Schedule G. What 
really is meant is that if the revaluation of these districts really 
operates very harshly upon the people and the people really want that 
the revaluation should be done again (it cannot be done before the 
expiry of five years under the present Act) these three districts can 
he again included under Schedule G and revaluation can be made after 
five years under the present Act. I think the amendment is per- 
fectly in order; and not only in order, it is very necessary to avoid 
large expenditure of money and waste of time. Therefore, I think, 
tilfe House will understand that it is necessary to support the amend* 
anent. 
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• M hi KliHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: If the Collector %aa to 
tak* into consideration uny sjiecial hardships that shall have to he 
taken under the old Act, But under the old Act no limit oan be 
planed upon 4 the increase, if there is any irregularity, until that ^ 
be remedied. But I say that it will be l>etter to ameud so as to bring 
it within the special provisions provided in section 1071), that it cannot 
be increased by more than 20 per cent. The Collector should be 
authorised to take into consideration that fact and in that way he 
can remedy these defects or if an order is issued upon the Collector 
that these districts may be taken under the schedule or again retrans- 
ferred, without going into special valuation: that limit may be con- 
sidered. This will save money, Sir. So in that view 1 think it would 
have been proper form to have mo veil inv amendment, and may I have 
your permission to move it now, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, you cannot move it. 1 ('ailed upon you 
when your turn came to mover your amendment but you did not move 
it then. 

Balm KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : Anyhow, Sir, I bring 
thiR difficulty to the notice of the Hon'ble Member and I appeal to 
him to avdW this either by way of issuing a notice that these districts 
will be* again retransferred and action under section 1071) taken, or 
that the limit question may bo taken into consideration by an executive 
order. 

Mr. 0. M. MARTIN: With your permission, Sir, T would mention 
a couple of points which it is necessary to clear up as there is a mis- 
understanding about Government's intention with regard to this 
amendment. It is not the intention of Government after completing 
the cess revaluation in Birbhum, Chittagong and Buknrgnnj to again 
take them up immediately again under the new Act. It has not yet 
been decided which districts will be first selected for revaluation under 
the new Cess Bill, when it line- the force of law. That is a matter 
which will have to receive very careful consideration and ruleH will 
have to be framed. We have to experiment in one or two selected 
districts; so it is quite imjxwsible for us to take up these three districts 
again and at once; moreover, that would not !>o right in principle. 

I hope this explanation meets Mr. Basu’s fears. 

As regards the possible increase in valuation in Birbhum, Chitta- 
gong and Bakarganj, I wish to correct any impression that may have 
been created, that we intend to limit the increase in these three dis- 
tricts to 20 p»r cent, on the old revaluation. We cannot give such 
assurance under the present Act. But what we can say is that Ve 
have been watching the revaluation proceedings very carefully in 
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order tha t there may be no unfair increase which will operate harshly* 
q$& the landlords and tenants : we cannot say ' anything 1 more, Sir. 
I think that is all. 

The Hon'ble Sir Cham Ch under Ghose’s motion Was then put 
and agreed to. 

Thi Hon’ble Sir CHARU CHUNDER GH08E: I beg to move that 
the Bengal Cess (Amendment) Bill, 1934, as further amended, be 
passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Prorogation. 

Ifll*. PRESIDENT*. I have it in command from His Excellency the 
Governor to announce that the Bengal Legislative Council stands * 
prorogued. 


.«Mi 1. iUlt 
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lahurdi-Pabna Road : (Q.) 2S7. 
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22 — General administration : 219-220. 

Damand for grant : 15-53, GO-ioi, 107-146, 
148-1 88, 196-276, 289-328, 329-369, 383- 
428, 446-486, 502-546, 620-642. 
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Loans and advances : 633. 

Expenditure in England : 633. 

Deputy Superintendent 

Of Press : (Q.) 554-555. 

Detenu 

Babu Anil Koornar Biswas : (Q.; 147-14f 
B^bu Satmdra Nath Sen : (Q.) 370-372. 
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606 . 

District Engineer! : (Q.) 607-608. 

Division 

9A — Scheduled taxes — 

That the demand of Rs. 5,000 under t 
head " 5A — Scheduled taxes ” ! 
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262. » 

43— Famine relief : 622. 

Qhuznavi , tht Hon’bl# AlhadJ Niwab Bahadur 
Sir Abddktrim, of DiMuar 

Excavation* of the Lohajang river: (Q.) 
281-282 

Irrigation und drainage problems in 
Bengal : (Q ) 382-383. 

Mudurifmr Bil Route Canal (0 ) 559-561 
Demand tor grant 

8 Forest, 8A Forest and 52 \ 
Forest 92-95. 97-98. 

XIII, 15, 15(1), 16 and 55 Irrigation 
125-130, 132-136, 138-139. 143-144, 

149-150, 157-158 

Qovarnmtnt Bill : 634-642. 

Qovammtnt of Bangui 

Budget grants of the— for 1934-35 15- 

55,60-101, 107-146, 148-188. 196-276, 
289-369. 383-428. 446-486. 5n2-546, 

620-642. 

SiffrRMMt of India Frttt 

8ect ion -holders in the . (Q.) 103-104. 

GraatMo Mkruriut : (Q.) 282. 


Mr. F. N. 

High school for Muslim girls in Calcutta 

(S. Q.)-695. 

6 — Excise : 75-76, 

22 — General administration : 201-202. 

-0 -Police : 344-346, 358. 
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